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To th8 Honorable, tM General A.saemhly oj tM Stau of IOtDa: 

The Commie ioners appointed by the provisions of an act of the 
General Assembly of the State of Iowa to uperintend the erection 
of the Iowa Hospital for the In ane at Independence, would respect
fully submit a report of their proct-edinga since their la t report, to
gether with the report of the Superintendent of Construction, with 
an e bibit of the Treasurer of the Board giving a detailed statement 
of the expenditure of so much of the appropriation made by the 
Nineteenth General Assembly as has been used up to this time. 
Also a report of the committee appointed to examine the acooun 
and vouchers of. the Treasurer. 

t the date of our last report there remamed to be built, to com
plete the Hospital according to the original plan, the fifth and sixth 
section of the south wing. 

For the erection of these section the ineteenth neral Aaaem-
bly appropriated •65,000, and, for furnishing them when built, the 
sum of t5,000. There was also appropriated by the same act, tI,51150 
for constructing a cistern, and •500 for continuing the ■ewer. 

On the soth of March, 1882, in compliance with the provisions of 
law, we advertised for propoaah for ezoavabng, putting in the con
crete and footing atone for the foundatiODB of the two aeotiona of 
the bJiilding to be erected. lao for furniahing the materiala and 
building the baaement story of the same. t the same time e 
advertised for propoaal, for furniahing not to e oeed one million 
hard burnt brick, delivered at the Hotpital. 

There having been no money to expend in building dunng a part 
of the years 1881 and 1882, we had diapenaed ,nth the aervicea of 

perintendent of outruction, but on resuming work in the spring 
of 18 2, we , pin employed George J ouelyn as nob nperintendent 
for one year from pril I, I 89, at a ealary of t126 per month, and 
ha e continued him in4\bat poeition until the present time. 

H hu rendend nluable and faithful aerrioe to the te darlna 
that time, u well aa from the oommenoem nt of the erection of tile 
Ho phal in I 6 . 
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Hon. Buren R. hcnnan, having been inaugurated Governor in 
January, 1. 82, bt•came e::eroffecio a member of tho Board of Commie
ion r . He atteniled the first meeting of ihc ommies1oner after 

h<1 became a member, and wa C>!ected Pre. ident of the Board April 

25, 1882. . . 
On tho 25th of Apri 1, 1 2, the preposals received as advertised 

for wl're examined and conRidered by the Board, and .the contract for 
putting in the foundation and building the haRement story was
awarded tn George .. Tetcott and Patrick Lundy, for the sum of 

• ., ,fl4'l. 
The contract for furnishing the brick was awarded to George and 

James Netcott, for 8.fl0 per thousand. At the same time it was de
termined to finish and furniRh the we t end of the fourth section of 
the wuth wing as soon as practicable. When flnished this would 
furni h additional accommodation for thirty !)atients. 'Pbe plaster
ing and wood work was done by cont.ract, and the rooms finished and 
furnished ready for occupation about the first of Decemb~r, 1882. 

nnring the season of 18 2, we expected to build the basement and 
one or more stor1e of the superf-ltructore. In this we were disap
pointed. The spring was backward and wet, thus retarding the com
mencement and progress of the work until late in the season, conse
quently only the basement Rtory was erected during that year. But 
in the fall and winter, the stoneR which were to be used m the snper-
tructure, and which were furnished from the St.'\te quarry near Ana

mosa, and cut by the convict labor at the penit<'ntiary at that place, 
were dehvered on the ground-alRo brick and sand ; so that every
thing was ready to prosecute the work without delay, a Roon a the 
weather would permit in the Rpring of I 83. 

In October, 1882, we had a cistern constructed on the west side of 
the Ho pital, one hundred feet long, with an interior diameter of ten 
feet. It cost, together with the pipes connecting it with the down 
pouts from the roof, and with the steam pump in the boiler house, 

twelve hundred and fifty dollarR. 
Early in the eprmg of I 83, a contract was made with the Inde

pendence Manufacturing .,ompany to furnish all the door,, window 
auh, door and window frames, necessary to -._, need in the construc
tion of the building. contract was also made with R. C. Hyde for 
domg the wood work for the roof and other parts of the buildmg. A 
contract was mad with Riobard Godson, of Cedar Rapids, to furni h 
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the materialR, manufacture and put up the galvanized iron work; 1 0 

th<' tin and slate for the roof. and to put the -.ame on. h'urni bing 
the copper, makmg and putting in the gutteri- and llu hin, , w re 
done by Frederick Hass, of Rock I lanrl, lllinoi . All other rnat ,_ 
ria.ls necessary for the contstruction of tbt• huil,ling have been pur
<ihased where it could be done to the best ad vantage to the Stat . 

The season of 18 a proved favorable for building. ,v e commence,! 
work on the super tructure about the !!0th of .April. 

In constructing the walls of the building, we employed brick ma
. ons, tenders, Htone setter and cutter by the day. By the 15th of 
August the walls were up ready for the roof, and by the ~0tb of Oc
tober the roof wen• so far complete,! that tbt• plastering wa com
menced; this work was also done by men employed by the day, and 
was completed Dt•cember :Wth. At the ,mggestion of Dr. G. H. Hill, 
Medical Superintendent of the Hospital, we put dormer window in 
the mansard roof of the fourth or attic story of tho sixth section of 

' the south wing; also had this story plastered, floor laid and finished 
up in one room for an associate dormitory. It make a good, com
fortable sleeping-apartment, with room for thirty single bed . 

The carpenter work necessary to finish the building is being done 
by contract. When this ie completed and the inside work ie painted, 
it will be furnished and made ready for occupation on or before 
April 1, 1884. 

The whole building ie now nearly completed according to the 
original plan, except the portico over the front entrance and pointing 
the outside walls. 

There will be a balance of about 7,ooo left, of the 65,000 appro
priated for building the fifth and sixth sections, after they are com
pleted. We would recommend the General Assembly to authorize 
the Commissioners to use this balance in constructing the portico 
and pointing the walls. The appropriation of •500 for continuing 
the sewer has not, been drawn from the treasury, and we would rec
ommend that the Trustees of the Hospital be authorized to draw 
and expend it. The appropriation of 1,250 made for constructing a 
oietern has been drawn and expended. Of the appropriation ot 
.. 65,000 made for building, only 55,000 has been drawn from the 
treasury, all of which has been e pended. The appropriation of 
... 0,000, made for furnishing, has all been drawn from the treasury, 
but only ,1,1so. 72 baa been paid out, but it will be neceesary to u e 
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the hal:rncP to furni b the sections of the building now nearly com-

pl ted. . . 
The following e timate of the cost of the Hospital made in our 

thinl biennial report, dated rovember I, 1873, page 0, reads as fol-

1,nv : "'l'he co. t of thi Hospital when it i entirely finished, com

plet with all it nt Ml ~ary furniture and all its equipments, will be 

about 81 50,000." 
We 11ml that the total amount that has !teen e. po11ded in building, 

furn! l1ing, st1•.a111-l11 ·iting, ~ewerage, ga.:. works, water sup
ply, sn1u rint •mlNH•fl, p11r diem am! expenses of Commission
t•rs, 1:-iecrl'tary u.ml 'l'roa urer is, i11clu1ling tlw appropriation 
umdo hy the ... 'i11de1•11th «1•11eral .A:;sembly (except the 500 
for cc111U11ui11g the , wer) .. ......... . .. ....................... $8-l0,550.00 

'l'o this shonlcl ho added th amount :iaved by having the stone 
11s1:d in lmildi11g tho fifth nnd :;ixth sections of the south wing 
f11rnif!lwd 1,y the State an,l cut by the convict lahor at the pen-
itentiary aL namo a................................. . .. .. . .. 5,000.00 

1'otal cost .............................................. • ... $845,5-50.00 
Estimated rost mndl' in 187:1 ..•............................. Sfi0,000,00 

The Hospital will b • completed before the meeting of another 

General Assembly, and without further appropriations. 

lndep nclen,·e, lo1ru, ,fan1111J'!/ /8, 188/1. 

B. R. SBER?rl..A.N, 

E. G. MoRGA. , 

A.G. CASE, 

(-iEO. w. BEMIS, 

Commissioner~ 
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TREASURER' REPORT. 

Detaaed statement ,lwwing the expenditures of the approp1·iatio11 m,uk by the 
Xiueteenth GeMral A ·sembly,for building,t,m1i.'$hing, ftlld ci.~f.er11. 

By cafib paid 'ommis ioner,;, ecretary ancl Tr asurer . . . • . . . . . .• 
By cash paid uperintendent ( ·alary) ............................ . 
By cash paid Superintendent (expense.) .......................... . 
By ca h paid for lumber .......................................... . 
By cash paid for bu.rd ware . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... ... . 
By ca!<h paid for foundations and ba. emeut story . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
By cash paid for freight .......................................... . 
By cash paid for brick ....... • ..................................... . 
By cash paid for carpenter work ............................... ... . 
By caRh paid for Hand ............................................. . 
By paid cash for battling ...................................... .... . 
By cash paid for castinKs ......................................... . 
:Hy cash paid for glass .......................... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
By cash paid for iron pipe aud fitting ............................. . 
By cash paid for slate and marble ................................ . 
By cash paid for cement. . . . ..................................... . 
Uy cash paid for lime .................... . ................... ... . . 
By cash paid for iron beams ...................................... . 
By cash paid for doors, sash and wood work ..................... . 
By cash paid for paints, oils, etc ........ . ....................•.... 
By cash paid for galvanized iron work and slating ............... . 
By cash paid for swam fitting and plnmbiug ..................... . 
By cash paid for painting and glazing .......................... . 
By cash paid for radiators . . . . . . ................................. . 
By cash paid for rubble stone... . .. .. . . . .. .. .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . 
By cash paid for copper work ..................................... . 
By cash paid penitentiary at Anamosa free labor ....•............. 
By cash paid for iron sa.>ih. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . 
By cash paid for door locks and trimmings ....................... . 
By cash paid for plastering and materials ........................ . 
Hy cash paid for iron window guards ............................. . 
By cash paid for common labor ................................... . 
By cash paid for brick masons ................................... . 
Bp cash paid for plasterers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
By cash paid for stone cutters .................................... . 
By cash paid for stone setters .................................... . 
By cash paid for teams and t.eamsters ........................... .. 
By cash paid for registers ......................................... . 
By cash paid for steam traps ..................................... . 
By cash paid tor radiator covers ................................. . 

9 5.10 
..!,0:.!.5.00 

22.2U 
2 442.2.'> 

~'7~.!ll 

7,622.82 
2,837.55 
5 8!l4.63 
2,288.76 

6.12.14 
611.28 
157.61 
2fi9.7] 

1,491.41 
1,427.12 

393.00 
M2.50 
5~5.6~ 

1 879.6 
16::l.5.1 

1,flcll.21) 
arn.2-:> 
605.40 

1,147.27 
230.,55 

I ,8·11.80 
1,468.00 

770.44 
4:!8.68 
48H.77 
79!1.1() 

1,132.46 
3,00:1.41 
2,H.'13.70 

842.62' 
79:Ul6 

464.66 
301.74 
165.00 
118.50 
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Dy cash paid for blacksmithing and machine work .•...•.......... 
By cash paid for exchange ....................................... .. 
By cash paid for lathing .......................................... . 
Hy cash paid for stucco ........... \. ............................... . 
Uy n h paid for tile pipe .................................. • . • .... • 
Dy casb paid for advertising and printing ........................ . 
By h paid for po tage aed stationery ......................... . 
By c h paid for express .......................................... . 
By c h paid for telegraphing. . • . . . . . . . • . •......... . ............. 
By cash paid tor cistern .......................................... . 
lly cash paid for furnishing... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 
By h on hand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 

Total ................................................... · · · · 

[A 10 

43.30 
:-io.oo 
:tU9 
7!!.28 

27.40 
3,5.00 
28.~ 

1.70 

.67 

1,~50.00 
1,lli0.72 
8,3.5.'>.71 

----
61.2.50.00 

To amount drawn of the appropriation of the i~ett>enth General 
mbly ........•................•.....•................... 61,2.50.00 

lndept.ndt1ict, Iwa, January 14, 1884. 

G J.W. w. BEMil'I, 
Treasurer. 
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To tM Commiuioners f'or building the Iowa Ho3pit1tl for the I11smw at 
In<kpendence: 

GENTLEMEN-Your committee, to whom wa refern•d the matter of 
examining the tlecounts and vouchers of George W. Bemis, trea ur r 
of thi Board, beg leave to present the following report: 

We find that Treasurer Bemis has received from the appropriati ns 
made by the ineteenth General A sembly, the following amount , 

to-wit: 

For building... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . li6 ouo.oo 
For furnishing.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,000.00 
For cistern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,2-",0.00 

Total ........................... . 

And has paid out on proper voucher a follows, to-wit: 

On building ...................................................... . 
On furnishing ..................................................... . 
On cistern. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................................... . 
Cash on hand ............................................ ........ . 

61,2r>O.OO 

55,4611.57 
1,180.72 
l,2ri0.00 
8,855.71 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61,260.00 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
A. G. CA K, 

E.G. MORGA. 

B. R. HERllU , 

Committu. 
l,u/ependence, I0t0a, January 18, 1881,, 



1h th Omimi sioners .for buildin!I the Irnc1( Hospital for tlte Imrme 
rzt lmlfpenrlenr,e: 

C.: E 1 J,]j; m -1 re pcctfully ~ubmit to you the following report of 

th pro ,re of tlw work ilonc on the Ho pita! building. . ince o-

vPmb 1r t, I 81: 

, oon aftel' th appropri tion for the completion of the· unfinii,;hed 

part of 1•ct,io11 four, and for building sectiorn~ five and ix wa made 

hy the :rinet •euth G ncral Assembly, the work was commenced, by 

d afcning nd rronncling the part of A r,tion four which had not been 

pin t rod. 'rho contrar.t for the pla tering of An.id ection wa let to 

,Jneob Brandel. 
'I h fini hing of the in. ide curpculcr work wa. let to Wm. Uren; 

tllfl mill work to tho In<lepenclcncP Mannfacturmg Company; the 

pai11ting, lw< tin, nnd plumhing being done by the day. 

'l Ii material for heating and plumbing wa~ furnished by A. Y. Mc
l>onald, of l>ul111q11e, and th .T. L. )Iott Iron ,vorks of ew York. 

'l'hP ection w •re fini ncd in the fall and occupie<l after being 
furni h, d with the n, co ary J'urnituro. 

In tlw pring of I 2, th contract for cx:cavating for the founda

tion putting in th ClltlC rl tu foundation. , nd footing :tone (the 

f, oting ton b in , furni heel by the 'tatc), doing the granite work 

nd brick work of the b 111011t tory of . cct1on five and six, wa. 

i r n to I trick Lundy and G o .... etcott. 

contract wn al o mad with George and Jame ctcott to 

furni h what brick would h • needed to build the two ection .. 

11 

In con equ •nee of the very wet weather in the early V rt of tho 
,ummer_ of 18 2 the work did not progre . a rapidly, s de ired; tho 
foun l:,t10n and ba. ement work were not completed until Octob r, 
when the first floor of joi t were laid on the wall , which wcr<1 tli 11 

covered with board. for the winter; the c011trnct for doing .:aid work 
havin" been given to Wm. Uren. 

The cut :tone work for facing the outsine wall., a.I O the windo\\ 
, nd door cap and ill., which wer furnislwd from the 't t qu rrie 

and cut by the convicts at Anamo a, w ro hipped during the fall nn<l 

winter, ·o that early in the month of pri I, 1 83, the 1nnson work • 
was commenced. 

The utting of the 8tonc and laying of the brick it wa thought 
be. t to have done by the day. 

A contract wa · made in the pring with th Independence Manu
facturing Company to furni h th• window and door frames, ·a h and 
doors. The making of the wl'ourrht iron Hash wa given to ,J. L. 
foekcr, of Newark, ew ,Ter, ey. The contract fo1· all th galva11ized 

iron, tiu and lat• work wa awarded to R. Godson, of edar Rapid. ; 

the carpenkr work for enclosing the bnilcling:- to R. . Hyde, of I 11• 

dependenct•. 
The making of the iron guard for the windowft wa given to the 

T. E. Barnum Wire and Iron ,v ork , of Dl'troit, Michigan. 

By the middle of August the stone wall were completed r •ndv to 

receive the roof . About this time it was concludccl that it woulj be 
be. t to arrange the attic story of the si.·th •ctio11 in . uch a manner 

a to be able to u. e it for a. domitory; which ehangt• nece sitat ,1 the 
making of additional window frameA in the fan ard roof, and somo 

extra galvanized iron and tin work, whi<"h ,rnrk wa giv 11 to R. God-

on. By the middle of ovember tlw h11ildi11g were nuder roof, th 

galvanized irou and tin work complctcrl; al. o the copper gutter and 
other copper work about the roofs, n contract to do the ame having 

been awardNl to F. Has., of Roek hland, Illinois. 
Wrought iron beams were used to <iupport th!' tloor in tho hath 

rooms, drying rooms and water closets; also over the thir<l tory of 

the building. The ·e bcamR were connecte<l with brick arches. The 
iron beamR were purchased from the Ph,vnix Iron \Vork , of Phila
delphia. 
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'l'}w ,·astings for the: stairway. were furnished by F. Megow, of Jn. 
depcn<lf'ncc:. The slate steps for said stairs, also the floor tiles and 
h:i e for the bath rooms and water clo ets, were purchased of the 
Burlington Mannfa ·turing Company, Chicago. 

contract wa made with R. C. Hyde to ground and otherwiRe 
prepare the walls for pla. tering. Ali-o with W. L. Barton to put in 
the d afl•ning board . Thi work was completed by the time the 
roofs were on. The plastering wa thC>n commenced, and waR fin
ished hy the 2~d of D<:cember, the woather having been un11, nally 
fine and warm. 'l'he lloor tilei. arc laid and the wash-basins et, 
which complctPs the mason work. 

A contrnct wa~ awarded to Heorge Nctcott to excavate for and 
build a ci tern one hundred feet long by ten feet interior diameter, 
<1yli11d1·1cal 111 shape, which wa completed late in the fall of 1882, 
and connections were made to the same with the down spouts from 
the ruof of the buildrng a.t several points. The cistern was al o con
nected with the pump iu the boiler-house. An air duct connecting 
with the ma.in air duct has been constructed of Rtone, with a brick 
arch covering, to supply the fifth and sixth sections with fresh air, 
and through which the condcn e return pipes run to the boiler 
room. 

'l'he main t •am pipes as well as a large proportion of the steam 
. adiatrm, arc in place and connected to each other, so the building is 

upplicd with some heat; the rest will be put up as fast as possible. 
The ontAide i'!ewcr pipes have been laid, to which the soil and waste 

pipe to th1• lmt h roornR and water closets will be connected aA soon 
a thP plumbing iA done. 

A contract for completing the inside carpenter work, such as lay-
1ng the floor., Rotting the door jambR and hanging the doors, putting 
down the ba,w, fi:ing np tlw clos)ts and clothes rooms, etc., has been 
given tn R. C. HyclP. 

'l'he lwnting a111l plmnbing is being done by the day, finding that 
to b the mm1t economical manner of doing that kind of work. 

The radiator!! have heen purchaRed from A. Y. McDonald, of Du
buque; Rune,, "pcucer , · Co., of Milwaukee; and F. 1\legow, of In
dependence. The most of the pipe, fittings and brass work have 
been furnished by A. Y. McDonald. 1'he sunplies for plumbing were 
bought of the J. L. Mott Iron Works, of New York. 
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We hope, 1f the weather permits, to have thu work all complPtcd 
by tht• firot of April, o the building can he occupied at that 1me. 

Respectfully your , 

GEORGE JOS, ELY ·, 

Superintendent of Co,n~t1·,tetion. 

Independence, I01oa, January 2, 1884. 




