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7o the Twenticth General Assembly of the State of ITowa:
E : Your joint committee, charged with the duty of visiting and in-
] quiring into the management of the Iowa Soldiers’ Orphan’s Home
and Home for I[ndigent Children, at Davenport, Towa, beg leave to
- report,. that they have performed their duty in accordance with the
o ~ concurrent resolution of the Senate and House of Representatives. 1
: - Your committee would report that they visited the above named 'R
- Institution on the 6th day of February, 1884, and proceeded to the y
duties assigned them.
Your committee was charged with the following duties: To ex- 1
amine and include in their report: o
- “First. Whether the appropriations made by the last General As- Fuls
+ ~ sembly have been wisely and economically expended. i
ey ' “8econd. Whether they have been expended for the object appro-
priated. :
“T'hird. Whether chapter 67 of the acts of the Seventeenth General
- Assembly have been complied with in not contracting indebtedness
in excess of the appropriations.
- “Fourth. Whether there has been any diversion of the money
- from the specific purpose for which it was drawn from the State
~ “Said committee shall also report the names and number of persons
wloyod at the Institution; for what purpose employed and at what
g _»phty also whether any of the employed receive or have received
=3 Mlythmg in addition to the salary in the way of board, rooms, hghu,
M or clothing, or anything else at the expense of the State. :
- “Said committee shall also examine and report as to the suﬁmmuy )
| themm of fire escape in case of fire, and also as to the protec-
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“And said committee is hereby authorized and requested to present
other and further report than herein mentioned which it may deem
necessary to be made known to the Assembly.”

We find that the appropriations made by the Nineteenth General
Assembly have been wisely and economically expended, and that they
have been expended for the objects for which they were intended;
and that chapter 67, acts of the Seventeenth General Assembly, has
been complied with in not contracting indebtedness in excess of the
appropriations; and that no funds have been diverted from the spe-
cific purpose for which they were drawn from the State treasury.

The following table shows the names of all persons employed, the
kind of service they severally perform, and the price paid each per
month. _All of these persons have their board, fuel, lights and
washing at the expense of the State.
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e NAME 4 l §¢5
s DUTY, g
ety g e
1|8, W. Pierce.............. Superintendent . ..........c:00000, 100.
S W, PIo0s. ... .0onvsis Mapgon AT G e s Lol 8 o 2 F T ' (gg
3|W. F. Peck 33.35
4w, P. 25.00
5J. H. 16.00
6/H 26.00
710 - 17.00
S/ Henry Hagman b 26.00
PO R 5 o s i s Cottage manage =% 20,00
10[8. J. Edwards............ 20,00
TR O MBS, o Cottage manager .................. .00 5
IR ADPDIODY. . & e e Cottage MANATET . ... ..o evvnrarans 20.00
18|T. H. Squires............. Cottage manager.................. 20,00
14/Hannah Zebly ............ Cottage manager .................. 20.00
ISR 3. YRR, - .) v i vsecn Oottage MADATET ........ccvuvvrivs 20.00
18 Anna Coats. ...\ ...iis Cottage manager.................. .00
il 0150 R B o e e Cottage manager.................. 1
IRIIROBE T0B ", os k5o 51 b s vous Cottage mMANAZOYr ........ocouvueisn 20.00
19|Bertha Rohm............. TTBRORAY © 150 ivatviae s susis vy s Paah e 25.00
SBisncha Hibbard - .. ... . DERBREE . . .\ oo cieih s S bis'mes o obskss 20.00
21{Anna Craft ....... b e G TR AT e 25.00
22/M. A. Whitney ... Sewing room manager.. ... 18.00
23/ Effie Steele. . . ... .\Seamstress 10.00
24/Ida Thompson............ Seamstress . 10.00
25| Laura Brown . ......c...... Dining hall and kitchen manager. . 20.00
26/ Emma Richard ........... v e TSRO RN | 12.00
27(Marion Kerr.............. HOUBOAKOODEE . ... . ico vslor ittt ' 12.00
S8R Tioe FLAME V). resnsiens LAUNAdry IANAZEY ... . o.c v covs oiviin ‘ 15.00
20/ Maggie Mulerone......... e 12.00

The means of escape in case of fire are ample, and as protection
against fire the Institution is provided with the following appliances,
viz: Six Whitman fountain pumps; two Babcock fire extinguishers;
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six Bean force pumps; two hundred feet of rubber hose; two hydrants
attached to water supply pipe leading from tank in attic of dining

hall building.
We inspected the cottages, twelve in number, two of which are

occupied at present as rooms for guests and sleeping rooms for the
teachers. They are plain, substantial, brick structures, 31x51, one
and one half stories high, each containing a sitting room 18x18, a

sleeping room 20x80 for the children, a sleeping room 10x12 for the
lady in charge of the cottage, together with bath room and sundry
closets. The rooms were in perfect order, and the children were all
provided with good, comfortable beds. The schools are graded and
presided over by three competent teachers. All children, six years
old and upward, attend school.

An inspection of the laundry, bakery, pantry, storeroom and dining
hall show the same admirable management that pervades the whole
Institution.

The children are provided with plenty of wnolesome food, are
plainly but comfortably clad and appear to be contented and happy.

Owing to want of room, the hospital has to be used, in part, as a
residence for the Superintendent and family. At present there are
no patients in the hospital, but should an epidemic occur, the whole
building might be needed for hospital purposes.

The old barracks, used as a stable for the horses and cattle belong-
ing to the Institution, are about ready to tumble down, and should be
replaced by a barn of sufficient capacity to shelter the stock and afford
storage for hay and grain.

There are forty acres of land belonging to the Home; about fifteen
acres are used for buildings, lawns and play grounds, twenty acres for
pasture, leaving about five acres for cultivation. '

The Trustees ask for an appropriation of %3,000, to buy eighteen
and one-half acres of land adjoining, which is offered at a reasonable
price. It can be readily seen that more land is needed to furnish em-
ployment for the boys, and to make the Institution more nearly self-
sustaining. There are at present two hundred and forty children in
the Home, one hundred and sixteen girls and one hundred and twenty-
four boys.




e L T

SR

= =

6 SOLDIERS’ ORPHANS’ HOME. 1884.] REPORT OF VISITING COMMITTEE. ”

and enthusiastic a resident Trustee as 8. P. Bryant, Esq., who is ably

The Trustees ask for the following special ropriations:
' e bl supported by the other members of the Board, Messrs. Orcutt and

Extension of dining-hall and central building.................... $ 3500000

q Wilson.

g::?;;y T SRRl I b e O e T e T RN RO S B Z,xz All of which is respectfully ikhitiad.

Land, eighteen and one-half 8CTes........ ....... .....eceee..... 800000 E. C. Suprow,

Steam heating and water Supply..........c. cocviveneirsnresanses 2,500.00 On the part of the Senate.

ONVOTBMN. .o <o wix wain i Se o 5 s mals e S FlP 3 e Vo & e e e g i 1,000.00

BOHer BOuse SN0 BUAGK: . . s o sk onos sinsdsnsssiseieshrsfomrm 2,500.00 g e GR];.:N,
& ORBIIBUPE v 5 1oa% 7o T awew T3 o R A s v s e v i 4.,000.00 pwARD RICE, t

0. R T R SRRt e ) e LS e 1,500.00 On the part of the House. |

ik Y . < = Vors s i i st e Ay e e L e 250,00

Your committee, believing that the best possibilities of the Insti.
tution cannot be realized with the present accommodations, cheerfully
recommend the appropriations asked for by the Trustees, and would
especially call your attention to their request for steam heating and
water supply, in the interest of economy and safety; also in regard
to sewerage, in the interest of the good health of the inmates of the
Institution.

We would respectfully call your attention to the fact that the In-
stitution has cost the State, up to the present time, for buildings and
land, less than thirty-six thousand dollars, and when we consider the
good results that have accrued to the State and society, you can
readily see that the State never made a better investment.

It is also the opinion of your committee that at some time in the
near future, an Industrial School, where the children could be taught
some useful trade should be established in connection with this Insti-
tution.

In conclusion we take great pleasure in commending the manage-
ment of the Superintendent, S. W. Pierce, and his worthy lady, the
Matron of the Home, which they have, with the held of their com-
petent assistants, made a Home in faet as well as in name, for the
little children placed in their care. 9

The Institution has been very fortunate in securing the services of
so eminent a physician and surgeon as Dr. W. F. Peck, and so able






