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Below find list of expenditures for the time passed since the appro-
priation was divided between the two hatching-houses.
All of which is respectfully submitted for your approval,
A. A. Mosugr,
Assistant Fish Commissioner.

Seirir Lake, Jowa, August 8, 1883,
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REPORT.
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To the Twenticth General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Your committee appointed by Joint Resolution No. 10, Twentieth
General Assembly, to visit the State Hatching House, at Anamosa,
Towa, would respectfully report;

That, on the 6th day of February, 1884, we visited the Hatching
House, under the control of the State Fish Commissioner, B. F. Shaw,
situsted on twenty acres of land, owned by the State, three miles
southwest of Anamosa, Jones county, lowa. The location is well
adapted to fish breeding and raising, being furnished with an abund-
ant supply of warm spring water. This supply of water first passes
through the fish hatching house, used for hatching purposes, and here
we find, in the numerous troughs now on hand and ready for distrib-
ution, .

1,250,000 salmon lake trout.

600,000 white fish.
200,000 siskowet.
110,000 brook trout.
12,000 MecLoud River, (California, trout.
2,500 German carp.’

The above named have been hatched out during the last three
months, and will be distributed before the first day of May. In addi-
tion to this, we find four ponds filled with about 2,000 fish, rang-
ing from one to ten pounds. The purpose of these fish, we are in-
formed by our Commissioner, is for breeding, as well as an illustra-
tion to show the perfection of practical fish culture.

Furthermore, we find eleven additional carp breeding ponds, built
since the repont of the visiting committee of the Nineteenth General
Assembly. These ponds were built especially for breeding German
carps, of which we find a good supply on hand for that purpose.
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There has been a continuous distribution of fish by the Commis-
sioner, the distribution for the past two years amounting to 3,454.840,
The result of this planting in the various waters in the State has
been very gratifying, as will be seen by the letters on file at the
office of Fish Commissioner Shaw. :

W. H. French, of Cedar Rapids, writes in reference to the trout
planted in Linn county in 1879: “I caught 300, weighing nearly one
pound each. In 1880 I took about 1,200 by actual count, some weigh-
ing one pound or more. I am sure as many more were caught by
other parties. In 1881 I took 400 weighing one and one-half pounds
each.”

Hon, F. M. Knoll, of Dubuque county, writes, “ The trout we have
received from you are doing well. We have seen them almost daily.
They are now of good size. All doubts as to its feasibility and use-
fulness have been removed from my mind.” Mr. Knoll is an ex-mem-
ber of the Legislature. These are only specimens of some two
hundred or more letters on file at the office of Commissioner Shaw.

The result of the investigation by your committee has proven to
us, beyond doubt, that fish can be successfully hatched and raised, at
a profit in individual ponds, and although the fish culture of Iowa i=
yet in its infancy, our streams and lakes are showing the fruit of the
different species of fish deposited by the Fish Commission. 1wenty
years ago hardly any person believed that fruit could be successfully
raised in Iowa, much less that the product of her orchards would
soon take the first premium at nearly all of the horticultural exhibi-
tions where they were placed in competition. The fish culture, like
the fruit, developes slowly, and at first makés a very meager showing,
but is all the time developing and doing a good work by educating
the people in the science of pisciculture, which is engaging the
attention of many of our sister states at the present time. “It
is stated that in the fourteenth century a monk in Europe hatched by
artificial process some fish eggs, but whether they were taken impreg-
nated from the water where they were naturally east or by artificial
means we are not told. The first authenticated case of artificial im-
pregnation is credited to an officer in the Prussian army—Lieut-
Jacobi—the result of whose experiments were first published in 1763
No further advance seems to have been made in this science for
nearly a hundred years, when a fisherman named Remy, in Ge rman
Fran ce, was so successful with artificial impregnation that in 1851
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the French government, whose interest had become enlisted, estab-
lished an extensive hatchery, still in operation at Huningen, now in
the jurisdiction of Germany.” This science of artificial impregna-
tion has become so well understood that it is universally adopted by
all the states’ hatching houses, and will, in the near future, no doubt,
show satisfactory results in our own State.

Your committee has agreed to recommend that there be a $5,000
appropriation made for continuing the work and devolu!uug the
stock that is now on hand. But in doing so they do not wish to be
understood as indorsing the policy of the State engaging in any
business that should, as it seems to us, belong to individual enter-
prise. It is a well known fact that any business requiring demil.ed
and individual care can be more successfully carried on by parties
owning the enterprise than by parties simply acting as agents.

Upon careful examination of the books and accounts of l.ir. Shaw,
the efficient Fish Commissioner, we find that sll appropriations have
been judiciously expended, and that great care and good judgment
has been used in the expenditure of all the appropriations that have
been made. The sum of $612.67 remains on hand of the last balance
and appropriation made by the Nineteenth General Auembly., un'd
all moneys used have been used for the specific purpose for which it
was appropriated. ‘

The State hatching house at Anamosa is under the direct manage-
ment of Commissioner Shaw, assisted by Mr. Slocum, who has ren-
dered valuable service. Mr. Slocum receives for his services $45.00
per month out of the appropriation fund, and is given house rent,

living over the fish hatching house.
T. M. C. Loaax,
On the part of the Senate.

M. MinLeR,
J. A. OVERHOLTZER,
On the part of the House.




