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SPEOI L niESSAGE. 

Gentlemen of the Senate : 

In response to the resolution of the Senate, passed February 22d, 
asking me to inform your honorable body, as to "whether all the 
Commissioners, Architects, or uperintendeuts, having in charge 
the erection of Public Buildings belonging to the State, and whether 
the proper authorities of each of the Public Institutions of this 

tate,'' ha.,-e complied with the requirements of sections 214 and 215 
of the Revision of 1860, in reference to transmitting reports and 
voucher;; to the Governor, I have the honor to submit the following : 

eetion 214, I find, requires those in charge of Public Build
ings and State Institutions, " to transmit to the Governor, a detailed 
report showing the expenditure of all public money placed, or com
ing into their hands, down to the fifteenth day of December," pre
ceding each regular session of tho Ueneral Assembly. Section 215 
requires these reports to be accompanied by "each and every sepa
rate voucher, or duplicate voucher, for all expenditm~s." 

Chapter 114, of the acts of the Tenth General Assembly pro
vides that the fiscal term of the vru·ious State Institutions shall close 
n the day preceding the first Monday of November next preceding 

the regular session of the General Assembly. Except as thus modi
fied, the sections of the Revision referr d to in the resolution of the 
Senate do not appear to have been amenclecl to the present time. 

In order to comply the more fttlly with the spirit of the inquiry, I 
here preRent a statement of the character of the report received from 
each of the tate buildings and public institutions in reference to its 
expenclitnres. 

The Trustees of the Asylum, or Institution for the Education f 
the Blind, in their report detail the oxpenditures in full, giving date, 
number of warr.1nt upon treasurer, and of voucher, payee, object, 
and amount of each item. Vouchers accompanying this report. 
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The Superintendent of the Institution of the Deaf and Dnmb 
pre cnts with his report a full statement of the amount expended for 
each kind of food, clothing, fuel and lights, furniture, salaries &c., 
and tran mit therewith Yonchers. 

The ornmi sioners having charge of the building ~ r the Deaf 
and Dumb, recently constructed at Council Bluffs, report in d~tail 

the number of Youchm·, date, name of payee, amount of payment, 
and generally the purpose of each expenditure, up t December 15th, 
inclusive. Vouch rs do not accompany this report, nor that of the 
Commissioners of the IIospital for the Insane at Independence. The 
lattet·clas ifies expenditures,gi,•ing amount in gross e:-.1Jended for each 
article used in the construction of the building, and for carpenters, 
rna ons, and other workmen employed thereon up to Decem bet· 1st. 
Vouchc1·s for the past expenditures upon both these works m·e required 
to be filed with tho Auditor of State whene1•er draft is ma le for 
additional fund hy the respective boards. 

The Trustee of the IIo pital for the Insane at Mt. Pleasant, pre
sent a general statement of objects and amount of expenditures. 

o ,- uchm·s tmusmittcd. 
'l'l1e Trustees of the Agdcnltuml College and Farm pt·esent a 

statement of objects and amount of expenditures, unaccompanied 
by vouchers. 

The Warden of the Penitentiary presents a general statement of 
li bursement , grouped under ledger hea lings. Vouchers do not 
accompany tl1is report. At the beginning of each month, however, 
this oflicet· tmnsmits to the Governor vouchers for all expenditures 
dnriog the preceding mouth. 

The report of the ommis ioners having charge of the new Capi
tol building gives a detailed report of expenditure in full up to the 
fir t duy of the p1·esent year. Vouchers do not accompany this 
rep rt. They arc required, howeve1·, to be fi led with the Auditor of 
State ns money is drawn from the Treasury; and may be found in 
the cu tody of that officer. 

Tho other institutions of the State do not report direct to the GoY
ernor. The University report is made to the Superintendent of Pub
lie Instruction, and that of the Soldiers' Orphan ' llome, as well as 
that of tho Reform chool, is made to the General Assembly. I 
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find, in the report of tho first named in titution, a statmueul Jctail
iug in full all the expenditures of the ni1·er ity for the past 
term, up to December 20th last, as al o an accotmt of the manner 
in which all appropriations made by the GenerAl As embly since 
1 60 haYe been el>lJended. 

Tho report of the Orphans' llome presents a general statement of 
disbursements, and of the objects thereof. 

The Superintendent details quite fully tho cxpcnditm·cs of tho 
Reform School, and appends thereto a classified statement of the 
same. 

No vouchers ha,·e been filed with me from either of the three 

institutions last named. 
It is proper to remark that the report.; of most, if not all, of tho 

State Boarda are prepared in accordance with the laws enacted since 
the R eYision of 1860. In some caRes, these laws are doubtless con. 
strued to supercede tho requirements of the ections of the ReYision 
undct· consideration; while in oU1ers, the antltOrities of the variotlS 
institutions, talring for their guidance the pnrticulm·laws establishing 
their respective institutions, or rgan izing their boards of control, 
have overlooked the earlier dnd more geneml provisions of the 

Revision. 
C. C. ARPENTER. 




