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MEMORIAL AND JOINT RESOLUTION 

TO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS m RELATION TO THE 

REGULA'riON OF COmiERCE BY RAILWAYS. 

WHEREAs, The rapid advance of the work of internal improvement 

has penetrated and checkered almost every portion of our country 
with railways, owned and controlled by large and powerful monied 

monopolies, thereby destroying, for all practical purposes, the possi­
bility of individu:tl independence in the locomotion of purson and 

carriage of property in the old-time ways, from place to place, and 

making the whole public dependent on such rai lways for access to the 
markets of sister States and foreign countri es, and making every 

citizen of the nation, from the largest producer, shipper, or manu­
facturer, to the smallest dealer or consumer, tributary to these great 

streams of commercial carriers, into whose hands are intr·•Sted the 
lives, and upon whose honesty, fidelity, and impartiality in the transit 

of commerce is dependent the material prosperity of every citizen; 

and, 
WHEREAS, These corporations for private profit have enjoyed the 

fostering care o! the government, receiving large subsidies, grants of 

lands, the high prerogative of government-that of taking private 
property for public uses-has been delegated to them, a· d the lands 

and homesteads of citiz··ns condemned to their right-of-way, on tLe 
ground that such corporations were created, their lines of rail way 

built and operated, as works of pUblic utility; and, 
WHEREAS, The great power for good of these internal improve­

ments, owned by private corporations, and opor •ted for purposes of 
private profit, in the weaknesij of human frailty, is liable to be prosti­

tuted to purposes of private enrichment, at the expense of th · rights 

of the great mass of the public, and thus stimulated by common 
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selfishness, active cotnpetition, and tempted by a door for oppression 
and wrong being left unclosed by law, become great powers for evil, 

agaiust which no one citizen has the strength to offer successful 

resistance. And as these opportunities for oppression of the people 
along long lines of railways, often consolidated into through lines 

from coast to coast, passing through different States and localities, or 

leagued together by secret combination or conspiracy, are so numer­
ous and dJlticult to detect and con•rol by tltate legislation, and as to 

Congress has been delegated the power to regulate commerce with 

foreign nations, and among the several States, therefore, 
Be it ReJJolved, 'l'hat our Senators in Congress be instructe·', and 

the Representatives from the State be requested, by votes and influ­
ence to assist in the speedy passage of general laws securing the 

lives of citizens from careless and negligent destruction in traveling 
in these publi c carriers, and securing a general uni formity impartial­

ly and in the rates of freight and passage graduated according to 
distance per mile, and prohibiting and punishing unjust discri mina­

tions and all violations of s ch Jaws by criminal proceedings, lending 
to the citizens the power of the government in self-de fense in all 

cases of contest between them and such companies. 
And that these protective measures be limited, and limited only at 

the point of equal j ustice to all, and unjust burdens upon or privil­
eges to none, placing that control over railways which shall secure 
the r ights of citizens from infringement the same as between man 
and man. 

And be it jurther Rtaolved, That the Secretary of State be re­
quested to transmit oopies hereof to each Senator and Represen ta­
tive in Congress from this State. 
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