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quarter section, 30 chains and fifty links to a post, thence south 10
chains and 92 links to a post, thence east parallel to the south line
of said quarter section 9 chains and 50 links to a post, thence south
50 links to the place of beginning, situate and lying in the county
of Lee and State of Towa.
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All of which is respectfully submitted.
AARON BROWN,
Register of State Land Office.
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STATE OF I0WA, l
Deranrurst or Pustie Instaueriow,
Des Moixgs, January 1, 1878 |

HON. ALONZO ABERNETHY,
Superintendent of Public Instruction, ,

Dear Sm:—My term of office according to statute
expired, December 31st, 1871 ; and as the General Assembly to
whom the report of this Department is required to be submitted,
will not convene till January Sth, 1872, T hereby present you, as
my sueeessor, the report of the Department with the accompanying
documents, requesting you to transmit the same to the Fourteenth
(General Assembly at the opening of its session.

Yours respectfully,
A. 8. KISSELL.




STATE OF IOWA,
Derartaest or PusLic INsTRUCTION, '
Des MomNgs, JANvARY 8, 1872, )

7o the General Assembly of the State of Towa:

I have the honor to transmit, herewith, the biennial report of this
Department, prepared by my predecessor, the Hon. A. S. Kissell,
for the period commencing October 5, 1869, and ending October 4.
1871 ; together with accom panying documents. .

Very respectfully,
ALONZO ABERNETHY,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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FIFTEENTH BIENNIAL REPORT.

OF TEE

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

This report of the Department of Public Instruction is hereby
<abmitted to the Fonrteenth General Assembly of Iowa.

In my second report an effort has been made to give afulleraccount of
all the educational Institutions in the State than heretofore presented
to the Legislature.

Many of the facts contained in the following pages, show that
there is much to encourage and stimulate a people who are endeav-
oring, we believe, to lay the foundations of the Commonwealth upon
the sure basis of virtue and intelligence.

While the sehool system of this State has elements of real merit,
yet great improvement can still be made in many of its features. A
long experience in the work, and a comparison of our gystem, with
that of other States and countries induced the recommendations
lerein submitted for your careful consideration.

Some of the discussions presented in the report, are purely of a pro-
fossional character. - Believing that many statesmen, as well as edu-
cators, are studying the educational problems of the day, with refer-
ence to & solution of these questions, that immediately bear upon the
final success of the free institutions of this Government, we thought
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that these discussions might be valued by the people as well, hence
deemed it proper to insert them here.

The statistical tables ‘are not as accurate as they should be*
In corresponding with other States, it is found that most of them
have a similar experience in securing unsatisfactory reports from
subordinate officers. Those States furnish the most trustworthy re-
ports where the law requires a uniform system of records and blanks,
under the control of the State and County Superintendents. This
fact justifies the recommendation of an amendment to the school
laws, which was unanimously approved by the school committees
of both branches of the Thirteenth General Assembly, viz :

* Bach County Superintendent ¢hall furnish himse!f, teachers, seeretaries, and
tregsurers, nll necessary hlanks and blank books, required for the schools of the
o ‘nty, except blanks for teachers' certificates, and for secretaries and County
Superintendents' repor to the State, and such binnks sud blank books shall be
furnished at the cost of publication; and that uniformity of accounts and re-
ports may be secured throughout the Btate, County Superintendents shall furn-
iah 1o other blanks nor blank books than such as to forms authorized
by the Buperintendent of Public Instruction, but the latter officer shall not copy”

rvight such forms, nor receive any compensation whatever for the same. These
blanks and blank books shall be pald for out of the county treasury.”

STATISTICS,
Number of district townships in 1870............, 1,176
Number of district townships in 1871.............. 1,260
JEUREONDO. « v v ' a3in s o 3 s el A 4 e @ 0 s S4
Number of independent districts in 1870........... 334
Number of independent districts in 1871...... ..., 344
T AR P e 10
Number of sub-districts in 1870................ Ee 6,986
Number of sub-districts in 1871..... Es ety ok e gTTale 7,716
DU, | 2 S Miate o 3.oc0.0 wmcarso o wninia s s il . 730
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Number of persons between the ages of 5 and 21
years in 1870, males, 222,502 ; females, 208,632;
BIEE. v 00 & SoEauy SN SRRl Lo a ey o IR

Number of persons between the ages of 5 and 21
years, 1871, males, 236,940 ; females, 223,689 ;

Number of graded school in 1870, .ooovuevearenes
Number of graded schools in 1871....oovweoveves
TROIOABE . o« s von samssnnsosnss St
Number of pupils attending school in 1870, .....vnt
Number of pupiis attending school in 1871, ... ..es
TNOTERSE .\ ovimusmnnnrenns T )
Average number of pupils attending school in 1870..
Average number of pupils attending school in 1871..
Tnerease .....ooeee By = & s A e e SO
Number of teachers employed in 1870: males, 4,909

females, 7,806; total. ..o oivornanioreaaes seren
Number of teachers employed in 1871: males, 5,483;

famales, 8,587 total.. . v vcee e S L 5
InCrease. oo coerevonenns I s e b
Average compensation of male teachers per week in

b 1oy ) (SSRSRBRE S B aa i o b e AR clrapoiaved
Average compensation of male teachers per week in

BRI i v ATy s - St 4 salas WAL §
ORI 5 5> <o s i wirer sinivimis 3 dia s o s 4B E s n 8 Rien

13
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7,593
904
213
280
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341,038
21,135
202,246
211,568
9,322
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1,350
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Average compensation of femal hers per week in

BT Fere o u N e v 1l B 3 A e o i o % 6.95
e PRl RS S A e e, U 25

Number of days schools were tanght in 1870: sum-

mer, 326,038; winter, 338,175; total . ... ......... 664,213
Number of days schools were tanght in 1871: sum-
mer, 335,654 ; winter, 404,558; total. ... ......... 740,212
BRI . i o v bs- o s B e etk E VAN S 75,999
Average number of months of school in 1870....... 6.2
Average number of months of school in 1871...... 6.5
T e G SRt 45 IO el 3
Average cost of tuition per week for each pupil in
1870, winter, $0.36; summer, 80.30; average..... % 0.33
Average cost of tuition per week for each pupil in
1871, winter, 040 ; summer, 80.35; average....$ 0.38
R A R R B 0.05
Aggregate amount paid teachers in 1870, ........ .. $ 1,636,051.18
Aggregate amount paid teachers in 1871. . .. . L $ 1,000,803.54
ERBTORER , & s 58 A T o S P s $ 26394236
Balance of teachers’ fund in hands of district treasurer
BB ROT0. 2 eabvtiie v s S A AT $ 283,041.90
Balanee of teachers” fand in hands of distriet treasurer
3 :; ::: Bikso-sts s ut3508 s 000 Aaaanp Evade e a ok $ 439,222.60
........................................ § 136,180.70
Number of school-houses in 1870, brick, 550; stone,
345 frame, 5,748; log, 856; total. . e 6888
Number of school-houses in 1871, brick, 600; stone,
247; frame, 6,469; log, 282; total.......... ... .. T,504
L e T PR e ,
Value of school-houses in 1870.................... $6,001 77(:::
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Value of school-houses im 18T1. ... ...oviiniainnn $6,764,551.28
o R et T R e 672,775.31
Amount of district tax for building school-houses and
purchasing grounds iIn 1870, ...ooonavininnnaenns 1,019,842.19
Amount of district tax for building school-houses and
purchasing grounds in 1871....... PRy e BTN 914,297.05
TIECIOABE -+ - e cvvrvomsonessoss sosssnsassnnninss 105,645.14
Amount of district tax for library and apparatus in
“ R CRI = LIPS VRS 18,562.74
Amonnt of district tax for library and apparatus in
R L SO 21,319.66
Tnerease. ....«..: IR e T o 9,756.92
Amount of district tax for rent of school-houses in 1870 11,865.47
Amount of district tax for rent of school-houses in
MBTL s aio v i o A S b SRS AR AR 13,757.58
EOOEORRE - <-4 /na 0nikssin sunies domrlan Svels SRR 1,802.11
Amount of dlsmet tax for repairing and furnishing
school-honses in 1870.... c..ocovvinnn Aoy 130,713.29
Amount of district tax for repairing and furnishing
schoolhiouse in 1871.... .... o RSB L 182,619.17
R S R B e G o R 42,905.85
Amount of district tax for fuel in 1870, ,.....oovnee 171,890.52
Amount of district tax for fuel in 1871............. 176,317.76
TINCTOABO « o s e'esensvasesasnssinasssoassssnysssnas 449724
Amount of district tax for compensation of secretary
and treasurer in 1870, . ...ooovven et sl v ve. BABYD.5E
Amount of district tax for compensation of secretary
and treasurer in 1871........... pa B 59,986.89
Increase ....c.oovvevees N e S i IR . 5,390.85
Amonnt of district tax for teachers’ fund in 1870..... 1,055,781.01
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Amount of district tax for teachers’ fund in 1871.....8 1,258,920.50

- NS S Bk S SR 203,189.49
Amount of apportionment of county tax, and income
of permanent school fund in 1870,............... 436, 44848
Amount of apportionment of county tax, and income
of permanent school fund in 1871................ 470,534.27
Inorenlon, .. 5w 5 2 i A P RS 43,085.79
Amount of apportionment of temporary school fund
C | R St SR I S G et 65,003.45
Amount of apportionment of temporary school fund
T A S L e Mt pns 83,207.34
Increase. ... .. R e SR R R Wb s S 18,203.89
Number of volumes in school-district libraries in 1870 12399
Number ot volumes in school-district libraries in 1871 11482
AT 5 00 G s 5 5w i s N e Paple 917
Valne of school apparatus in 1870................. 99,857.8
Value of school apparatns in 1871, ............ % 104,359.45
Increase. . . T ST e, LA T 4,501.62
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NORMAL SCHOOLS.

The subject of Norinal Schools deserves special attention from the
legislators and school anthorities in the State. The time has evi-
dently gone by when intelligent parents are willing to entrust the
education of their children to the novices and quacks with which the
profession is everywhere crowded. If parents are not sufficiently
intelligent to perceive the lasting damage resulting to their children
from the ernde methods of ignorant and incompetent teachers, the
State, at least, is supposed to be informed on this point, and is in
duty bound to exert its resources to the utmost that the evil be re-
moved. The intellectual and moral training of the youth of the
land is a public trust, guarded with constitutional sanctions, and
lying nearest the great heart of our republican institutions. The
gtrength and permanency of a popular government are vested in the
intelligence and refinement of the people, and therefore our common
schools are the hope of the nation. Now, if these are neglected, or
through defective supervision are suffered to fall into incompetent
hands, the State thereby commits the two-fold error of squandering
the public funds, and what is infinitely worse, of allowing meantime
her occasions for strengthening the very foundations of government
to go by unimproved. It is asserted that 94 per cent. of the 200,000
teachers in the United States have entered the school-room without
any professional training for the work ; and 40 per cent. of them '
without any design whatever of making it a profession. Certainly
the public weal is largely bound np in the iseues and responsibilities
of the educational work, and there is us much call for vigilance, and
public patronage, and judicious legislation with reference to the
school teacher’s profession, as there is with reference to the office of
magistrate, or judge, or any civil interest whatever.

3
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To some extent the profession is guarded by the legal restraints
thrown around it throngh the office of the County Superintendent.
A tolerable degree of literary qualification is in this way made indis-
pensable in the applicant, and he must give evidence of possessing a
good moral character before he can receive authority to teach in the
public schools, and receive his salary from the public fund. But
literary qualifications and a good moral character by no means imply
a eapaeity to teach. Sometimes it is urged that ability to manage a
school and facility in imparting instruction, are so far natural and
constitutional endowments of the individual, that the absence of them
cannot be supplied by any amount of artificial training and prepara-
tion for the work. This objection is sometimes urged in such a way
as would make the teacher’s vocation an exception among all the
learned and useful professions, which are ordinarily pursued by men
in civilized communities; or, more properly, it would exclude it from
the list of professions altogether. The very idea of a profession
carries with it the notion of an sequired art, although in the acquisi-*
tion of it there may be a greater or less degree of natural aptitude
displayed. But if' the power to govern a school, and the capacity to
communicate instruction, are purely natural gifts, and in no sense to
be acquired, then, indeed, is the teacher’s vocation the most uncer-
tain and unstable of all pursuits. Those thus endowed may not, in
any considerable number enter the school-room; and as it is only after
some experience in' the business that the teacher can be certain of
his capacity, he will be wanting beforehand in one of the strongest
motives impelling him to this line of effort—a consciousness that he
possesses the gifts requisite to success.  Must he apply himself to so
responsible a task in the spirit of a mere experimenter, and the child-
ren in the meantime be subject to the irreparable damage his blund-
ering efforts may inflict ¢ Allowing that these peculiar gifts cannot
be acquired, still a process of experiment will be necessary to de-
termine their presence, and would it not be infinitely better that the
work of developing the native falent go on in a Normal School, than
that it be prosecuted at the expense of pecting and uny ted
childhood ¥ Perhaps it is because the primary and district schools
of this country are so largely given over to ignorant charlataury on
the one hand, and the probationary blundering of novices on the
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other, that the statement has gone out upon the endorsement of the
Burean of Education, that, “ poor schools and poor teachers are in a
majority throughout the country,” and that, “ multitudes of schools
are o poor that it would be as well for the country if they were
closed.” It is important, however, to grant that an aptness to teach,
and an ability to govern are very largely the inheritance of nature,
and that the want of them makes many a teacher otherwise ade-
quately furnished an incubus to his profession. It is true, too, that
the absence of these faculties cannot be supplied by the most efficient
and rigid Normal instruction that can be devised. But the fact is
that the majority of men and women inclining to this work, are pos-
sessed of these facnlties in greater or less degrees. It is here, as in
all other professions, those entering the school-room bring with them
every shade and variety of adaptation to their work, from perfect
mastery down through all the grades of mediocrity and indifference,
to the boundary line of absolute and complete unfitness for the call-
ing. It is the office of Normal training to develop, strengthen, and
stimulate whatever latent talent the individual may have in these di-
rections and not to impart to him faculties he does not possess.

But we have failed fully to comprehend the office of professional
training for the teacher, until the subject of method has been taken
into the account. Teaching is an art, and as such has been under-
going progressive improvement through many ages of research and
discovery. It has assumed new shapes, invented new facilities, and
adopted suceessively a great variety of methods by which the young
mind may be aroused to action, and all the spiritual faculties may be
pat in the way of an orderly and healthful development. As the
homan mind has been more and more profoundly studied, and its
laws and eapabilities, its social and material relations have been drawn
out, the methods of imparting instruction and the whole art of school
organization and management have undergone changes corresponding
to these new directions of thonght. Theory and practice have thus
mutually kept pace with each other. It is pre-eminently the provinee
of the Normal School to drill in method, and enforce the underlying
principles which commend recent and improved methods to the ac-
ceptance of its pupils. Indeed, as a plan for professional training,
the instruetion should be Mqﬁﬂﬂkwunﬁbuu
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the circumstances will allow. The general education should have
been d by the applicant before he subjects himself to a course
of Normal instruction. He comes to make search under the direc-
tion of competent trainers and instructors, into the experience of the
past, and puts himself down to a regimen of practice and criticism,
in model schools and elsewhere, upon such methods of instruction
and school government as shall best meet the wants, capabilities, and
unfolding stages of the human mind.

Of course the Normal School, as a professional school, will itself
be subject to progressive growth and advancement, and its methods,
therefore, will never be held as final. In this respect it could not
claim to be an exception to the general rule regulating all schools of
a professional character, as, for example, those of law, theology, and
medicine, Its results are proximate. The great tutorial art, like
every other branch of human thought and effort, has its special
epochs of awakened activity and progress, and these pour together
their invaluable legacies of wisdom and experience into the bosom of
the present. Tt is impossible for the novitiate to be inspired with
any enthusinsm for his profession unless he can enter practically
and appreciatively into the labors of the great educators of the past
and present, and acquire in this way a ption of the magnitud
and grandeur of his work. This the Normal School aims to ae-
complish. It would inspire the pupil with a love of his art by
illustrating the phases of development through which it has passed,
and incorporating the principles that have been attained in such
methods of school management and instruction, as may have the
aggregate consent and endorsement of the best edncators of the age.

But neither for the school nor for the pupil would there be any
benefit in an enforced rontine of certain fixed methods in the school-
room,  The Normal School is not a machine to tarn out machines
upon the public schools of the land. Again we urge that profes-
sional training is serviceable in demonstrating whether the pupil is
“cut out” as we say for the business, and having made that plain, in
supplying him with a general ideal of the plan and order of his work.
It would make him as has been aptly said an artist and not an arti-
zan. In this respect again, we cannot discriminate disparagingly
between this and other schools of a professionul character. Special
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training may degenerate anywhere and everywhere into mechanical *
routine, but this liability besetting all departments of human effort
and enterprise, cannot be made a valid objection to the system and
methods adopted in any of them. In every particular case—except-
ing, of course, when an actual and manifest incapacity is developed
the young man or woman submitting to a thorough Normal drill,
gains in a brief time what the experience of years would fail to sap-
ply, and is enabled in this way to bring to the schools of the country
a fund of skill and resonrce which otherwise the country would not
have. Tt can be asserted with confidence that such results are
always more than an equivalent for the money expended, both by the
student and the State, and the time, and toil, and sacrifice attending
these preparatory years. It is returned as a moral force in our pub-
lie school system immeasurably more powerful, and far-reaching and
enriching to the life of the nation, than can be contributed from any
other agency immediately within the embrace of the State. The
teacher enters the school-room already a practiced hand in the detail
of management, and with lofty and just conceptions of the dignity
and worth of his profession, and it is inevitable that the air of confi-
dence he exhibits, and the calm devotion he manifests, in the work
hie loves, will be caught by the children, and the schools will gain
an advantage in this way which money cannot purchase.
Very fine in theory, it will be said, but quite impossible to realize

in practice. It must be confessed there are some facts that wear a
discouraging aspeet, when viewed with ref to the practicability
of securing any uniformly elevated standard of professional excellence
for the great mass of teachers in this country. They present obstrue-
tions to some extent general, but more largely local, in their nature.
Thus, it is a fact, that the schools in our rural districts are for the
most part kept up during only a limited portion of the year, chiefly
throngh the winter months, and if there be at all material enough to
justify a summer school, it must of necessity be of so low a grade,
both as to character and wages, as neither to retain nor invite any
high order of teaching talent. If a competent teacher has been em-
ployed during the winter, he will not feel justified in continuing dur-
ing the summer months, and thus a considerable portion of the year
must be given up to other pursuits, and his professional career be so
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far interrupted.  Under these circumstances he must of necessity be a
maz of limited means, and whatever impulse he may have to pmse»
cute Normal trainining during his leisure months, he will feel him-
self pecuniarily unable to do it. Possibly the Normal School is at a
distance from his locality, and his limited income will not even de-
fray his expense of travel, to say nothing of his living while there.
The year is thus almost equally distributed between manual toil and
professional labor. A young man or a young woman starting out in
the first flush of youthful enthusiasm, may hope to overcome these
difficulties, and rise in dne time to a more ample and more unob-
structed theater for the exercise of professional zeal, such, for exam-
ple, as the schools of the cities and larger towns afford ; but the
figures show that in our State, at least, about one-half the teachers
go out of the business after battling a year or more with the disad-
vantages of their work.

It is true a very small proportion of these have had the benefit of
Normal training, or, indeed, of any kind of preparation for the office
of teaching ; but the fact is given as prosenting a very formidable
obstruction in the way of the teacher’s voeation becoming in any
very general sense a recognized and stable profession. In the same

Jproportion, it is held, must all sanguine hopes respecting the office of
the Normal School, and the widening of its functi , in our publi

school systern, be doomed to continued disappointment. The schools
of our rural districts, and the underpaid primary departments of our
graded schools, constitute by far the larger portion of our school gys-
tem, and the teachers in these grades have no inducement before
entering their schools for submitting to years of preparatory toil and
expense; and when in the work, are not so situated as to be able to
occupy their intervals of leisure in this way. The necessities of the
district and their own circomstances conspire to induce them to re-
;ﬁ to h;uoh;:gh: a temporary expedient, and to throw it down, of

urse, when eontributed i i
e what it could to their advancement

From this line of thought an appeal is made to the very narrow

lndﬁlmedmgeofNormllinstmcﬁonlllowtheeonnn'y. If the

damandﬁ:rpmfuaiondbdningisinpmporﬁonhtha 1
then
how meagre and almost ideal that demand must be. F':rpsxya’mph,
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it is estimated that, if’ the State of Illinois wonld meet its necessities
in this .direction—provided those necessities exist—reckoning that
each school will send out 250 pupils & year, it would require 24 such
schools to supply the trained teaching force of the State. It has but
5. Michigan would require 12; it has but one. Pennsylvania wonld
require 20; it has but 6. Massachusetts would require 10; it has but 6.
Saying nothing of the utter impracticability of snpporting at public
expense such a number of schools of this kind, it is urged that those
already existing are very sparsely and irregularly attended. For ex-
ample, our own Normal Department from the date of its re-organi-
zation, five years ago, reports 102 graduates, and enrolls on an average
100 & year. The Normal University of Illinois reports 99 gradu-
ates in the course of thirteen years, though its annual enrollment is about
400 pupils. Running over the entire list of Normal Schools in the
United States, we ean find no considerable disparity either in their
annual enrollments, or the whole number of their graduates. Ex-
cept in two or three favored localities, their attendance and progress
would seem to be about the same. The annual report to this office
reveals the startling fact that out of 12,575 teachers employed in the
schools of the State for the year ending October 1870, only 754 have
attended Normal Schools, leaving almost an even 12,000 who know
nothing of this kind of instruction, except possibly such brief and
imperfect drill as they could get at the annual County Institufe.
From these facts it is argued that the teacher's vocation, so far as
it pertains to the public schools, cannot soon be elevated to the rank
and dignity of a profession; and that, therefore, it is nntimely and
unwise to urge the enlargement of the school system in the direction
of professional training for the work. We have given the objection
the benefit of a full and strong statement that it may be manifest,
in the suggestions we are about to make, that we do not importune
our logislative authorities to take immediate action toward the estab-
lishment of Normal Schools, in ignoranee of, or at the expense of,
these unfavoring facts. We do not hesitate one moment in declar-
ing that the one great need of our State is Nurmal Schools. Pre-
cisely the facts that are appealed to as discountenancing their estab-
lishment we would bring forth as erying witnesses for their immedi-
ate necessity. If the teacher's vocation is not a profession it onght
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to be, and I can conceive of nothing so disastrous to the well-being
of our country, and ultimately so destructive to the whole scheme of
popular education itself, as to deliberately and finally surrender it to
the make-shift policy which now prevails. We plead that it shail
not be.  Here in the school-room we must see sooner or later is the pal-
ladium of our natural hopes, and we cannot afford to trust the shaping
of our children’s minds and characters to the hands of unskilled and

untrained workmen. The forfeit is too dear both for themselves and
their country. The loss is irreparable. If we could see things as

we ought, we should no doubt discover the strongest central pillar of
the mighty structure of our free government resting directly on our

common school system as its pedestal ; and who shall say into what

ruin the massive dome itself will tumble, if this its supporting

column slides from its treacherous foundation.

We t be too frequently and earnestly reminded that the State
hag no more sacred trust, no more tender charge, no more vital inter-
est than the publie school system, which promises the advantages of
education to the poorest of her citizens, and secures thus the nation’s
enduring safe guards in the virtue and intellizence of her people.
Haying such a charge, she can have no other ideal, no lower stand-
ard in the management of it, than to supply the school-houses of the
country with a class of teachers that have been properly prepared
for their work. Can she aim at anything less than this ¢ Would it
not be an indifference in the highest degree reprehensible to give
over to the caprices and accidents of a hap-hazard struggle for exist-
ence, a branch of public labor which calls into occupation 200,000
menand women of our conntry, and which builds, if it build at all,
in the very citadel of the Republic, The fact cannot be disguised—
and perhaps at the stage of our national history is specially ominous of
ovil—that there is a disposition everywhere to exalt unduly the ma-
terial interests of our country, and sink to a point correspondingly
low in the scale, those less obtrusive claims which involve the social
and intellectual elevation of the people. Money and mind seem to
oceupy exactly the reverse order in the public esteem that their
respective values would indicate. The Commissioner of Education
makes the significant suggestion, “ If any one will examine the
publications of the general government, he will be surprised to find
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the multiplicity of documents, each more or less directly u'iding every
other profession, and to observe how few have ever been issued at .a!l
gpecially adapted to improve the methods of teaching, or flre qualifi-
cations of teachers.” This tardy and half-hearted recognition (ff th.e
teacher’s profession on the part of the General Government, ?vluch is
only an index of the like attitnde which the States respectively 8-
sume towards it, is, to say the least, exceedingly unfortunate at this
jonetare of our history. - The doctrine of impartial suffrage, now an
established canon in our political creed, thrusts wpon lho' American
people the problem of popul ducation as par tin lmportm.lce
to every other. Already ithas been proposed by one of the le'ndmg
statesmen of our country as an issue sufficiently weighty, amid the
thronging developments of our times, to supply occasion for l.l“ new «:le-
parture ” to one of the great political parties of the land. It. isamaxin
with the Prussiansthat, “ Whatever you would have appearin thelife of
anation you must put into its schools,” and this, it as been suggested,
should be taken in conneetion with the other maxim everywhere ac.capt-
ed, that * The master makes the gehool.” Under the hand of t.h? skillful,
patient, intelligent teacher, our nation is reduced to homogeneity in the
school-room. Theignorant, almost savage masses pouring il‘l?O ourcoun-
try from all climes and peoples under the sun, with fmmlfen prolific
in numbers, and equally so in habits of barbarism and vice, among
whom the Pagan populations that swarm upon our Pacific bor(%cl:,
are especially problematical—to which we must add the fom: milli-
ons of emancipated blacks—all of whom, in accordance \;ﬂﬁl tl.xe
provisions of organic law, are to become equal partners with us in
the government we prize—how shall they be prepaved for the respon-
sibilities and duties of their new relations ¥ The liberties of
the country must be imperiled if these ignorant masses, in
the exercise of suffrage, control the government to such sordid
and sensual ends as unprincipled demagogues may direct.
Without  intelligence, without character, they are capable L of
bdngbmghtmdeold,andmndathemnuﬁllofthe meanest politi-
cal dickering at the polls. The patriot, educator, and statesm an
wnnst tremble for our future, and cherigh only the most fearful fore-
bodings for the fortunes of our republican institutions, if they are
6
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be at the disposal of the unreasoning army of illiterates that is yearly
recruiting in our borders.

Now to the eommeon school, more than to any other agency, is
committed the molding and shaping of this discrepant material
through the children and youth of the rising generation. It is the
way in which the paternal and plastic hand of the government is ex-
tended to the homes of its ignorant subjects, gently and impercepti-
bly fushioning them to citizenship,and bringing them into harmony
with our free institutions. But what if the teacher's profession is
degraded, socially and pecuniarily, to the condition of a mere make-
shift occupation. What if the complaint of Dr. Channing, made !
upwards of thirty years ago, will still admit of a qualified reitera-
t::on ¢ % Without good teaching a school is but a name. An instita-
tion for training men to train the young would be a fountain of liv-
ing water, sending forth streams to refresh present and future ages.

An. yet our legislators have denied to the poor and laboring classes ‘
this pr.mmpal of their elevation.”  Since his day, Normal
instruction has become a recognized department in our public school
n:ystem. and through the enterprise of energetic and far-seeing educa-
tionists, has received a limited share of public patronage and sup-
port; but, we conceive, by no means in proportion to the importance
and urgeney of its claim. Our Normal Department of the Towa
f:;o University, straining itself to the utmost of its limited means

regonrees, can at farthest send out no more

dred teachers of the six thousand that must mm?un;mnd:
work in this State. This number it may send out every year ; it
cn'nnot, on aeconnt of the nrgency of the demand, retain atith; of
this number for the complete and thorough prosecution of its Normal
course.  Aside from this, there is no provision for the professional
training of the teacher by the State. The County Institate serves a
very important but restricted use in this direction, and something is
due to private schools and academies, in which the laws of the human
mind and methods of instruction receive such incidental attention
#s the circumstances will permit. But for special professional train-
ing, these are very uncertain and irresponsible agencies, Whatever
n?ybethomlnntearacﬁrityof educators, through these instrumen-
alities and the benefit thus resulting to the profession, the State can-
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not rely on them, since they do not represent an integral portion
of the public school system. That much excellent teaching talent
has been developed by private schools and academies, and Teachers’
Associations, and Normal Schools undertaken as individual enter-
prises throughont the State, and for that matter by the unnumbered
invisible educators which our peculiar institutions and the spirit of
geueral self-culture have installed in every household 3 yet, it wounld
be a stupid policy on the part of the State, to make an assignment
of its responsibilities in this direction to snch irresponsible parties,
An assignment in any event denotes insolvency, and where is the
dignity and glory of our Republic when it can be said that on the
subject of popular education she has drifted away into a condition of
bankruptey and shame. With such a policy, no matter how many
eminent educators should spring up  wild,” so to speak, upon her
territory, the public ignoring would not be thereby in the least
abated. What credit was it to the Roman Qommonwealth, that hav-
ing itted the busi of teaching the children exelusively to
the slave, there should spring up such men as Epictetus and others
todignify and adorn the ranks of the padagogi. Conyineed, then,
that the State cannot and will not neglect this branch of the publie
sehool work, what plan for increased facilities in Normal training do
we propose !

1. It would be altogether impracticable at present, or at any fu-
ture time, to so inerease these Schools in number and so endow and
equip them, that they shall receive to a pedagogical apprenticeship
the whole 12000 and increasing thousands of teachers which our
school system requires. Taking as a basis the estimates made by 8.
11. White, Esq., Principal of the County Normal School, Peoria, 111,
our State with its population would requi not less than 12 such in-
stitutions to meet its necessities; and these, atan annual expense for
each of $15,000, would entail upon the State an outlay every yearof
$180,000 for this branch of the school system alone. A bare state-
ment of the immense sums necessary to sustain such Institations, as
theymuowargmiad,iudmmﬁﬁmmnghthﬂmmhplmm
be realized.

9. As already observed, the district schools and lower depart-
wments of our graded system call into requisition the greater portion
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of the teaching force of the State. The great majority of the child-
ren where the advantages of the graded system are accessible,
stop short of the high school and complete their education in the
primary and intermediate departments. The immense school inter-
est, moreover, of the rural districts, which is so organized as to sup
ply a school-house at a convenient distance for every farmer’s child
throughout the 100 counties that constitute the State, claints our
special attention as farnishing for the most part, all the education
that the great body of our people ever secure. These schools of ele-
mentary instruction are the colleges for the people, and in them the
nineteen-twentieths of all the teachers of the State are employed.
The studies pursued in these schools embrace little more than the
branches required by law to be tanght, and the preparation of the
teacher therefore should have special reference to the management
of schools of this grade, and imparting instruction in the elementary
branches.

8. It is deemed feasible, therefore, to inaugurate a system of
graded Normal Schools. The subject has been broac) d by the Na-
tional Teachers’ Association of 1870, and is a scheme npon which
there is pretty goneral unanimity among all the leading educators of
the land.  Two very strong papers urging the necessity, and detailing
the advantages of such a plan were submitted at the National Teach-
ers’ Association, and were deemed so timely and suggestive with
reference to this most pressing problem, that the Commissioner of
Edueation has incorporated them entire in his report for 1870.  So
thoroughly has the subject been canvassed in these two papers, and
the advantages and practicability of the plan so clearly and ju-
diciously set forth, that I eannot do better than commend the carefal
reading of them to all those who are in any way interested in the
movement. Meantime it is proper in this connection to state briefly
the considerations favoring the plan.

Lirst, then, if the plan were consummated, all the Normal Schools
that would be established in the State, with the exception of some
central Normal School, would possess the character and enrriculum
of primary Normal Schools. These wonld be preparatory and trib-
utary to the Ceutral Normal School, the grade of the latter answering
to the higher department of our graded school system, and preparing
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teachers more expressly for these ; whereas the organization and
course of studies in the former wonld prepare teachers for the mixed
schools of our rural districts and the lower departments of our graded
school system. .

Second. As these primary Normal Schools are intended to meet

the want of the great mass of the teaching force in the State, they will
be so placed and so organized that the poorest district school teacher
in the country will have no difliculty in getting to them. The design
is to bring the advantages of professional training within easy reach
of every teacher in the State, and so accommodate him as to the dis-
tance he will have to go, and the time he will be obliged to remain,
that a large average of those entering the business will get the bene-
fit of more or less Normal drill. The building and grounds should
be provided by the community in which the school is located, and
the matter of location could be safely entrusted to the competitive hids
of different towns and cities within the State. The matter of decid-
ing between these claims might be put into the hands of the Censns
Board, or some suitable committee appointed by the Legislature, and
the award made, with reference to certain minimum appropriations
determined by the same body. Thus far there need be no expense
to the State in establiching these schools. The citizens of lowa
Falls, Hardin County, are making efforts to secure the location of
one of these State Normal Schools. They guarantee a donation of
£50,000 in cash, and ten acres of land, within the city corporation,
and building material valued at $25,000, making a grand total of
£75,000. This evinces a spirit of enterprise that is very commend-
able and should certainly awaken an interest among legislators, show-
ing clearly that the people are demanding Normal Schools for the
preparation of teachers.

Third. The aim should be to have these schools as sparingly ac-
ademic as possible in the character of the instruction they impart,
and the curriculum almost wholly confined to methods of instruction
in the ordinary branches of a common school education. This will
render it possible to classify the students in attendance, whatever
may be their numbers, in a few uniform grades, and enable three or four
skillful men and women to take the entire charge of the instruction and
training in their hands. The management of these Institutions will
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fall readily under the supervision of a few well-selected teachers, be-
canse, as it is a regime of training through which the students are
severally passing, it will even be a part of the routine to enlist in.ex-
ercises of instruction the more advanced talent that the system may
develop. Estimating an annual salary of $6,000 for the professors
engaged permanently in this work, the State need not be at a greater
expeuse than about $36,000 per annum for the teaching force em-
ployed in these Institutions. If additional force should be needed,
there are various ways in which it might be secured without expense
to the State. For example, in the lease or sale of such portions of
the land falling to these Institutions, as may not be required in con-
nection with the grounds, and an endowment fund thereby resulting,
or a small tuition fee might be charged each pupil. Perhaps, it will
be found that both these prudential may be adopted before-
hand with decided advantages to the enterprise in the way of econ-
omy. The buildings should be plain and convenient, but amply
provided with such modern appliances and facilities as will enable
the instructors, in the detail of management and method, to illustrate
the ideal schiool they wounld have their pupils aim to realize. It may
not be amiss, in this connection, to urge that the one thing that can
be the least of all spared in an Institution of this kind, is an ample
library of pedagogical literature and text-books, and books of refer-
ence, to which the student may resort for information and suggestion
in the theory and practice of his art.

1 need not enlarge on the subordinate features of this plan. The
manner in which the system may be best organized in detail, the
means that must be adopted for its support, the precise capacity and
limits it must have, are subjects which will readily take shape under
the investigations and discussions of legislators experienced in these
matters, and having the interest of our school system at heart. I
have aimed simply to d strate the ity and practicability
of a scheme of graded Normal Schools, and to remove what is
likely to be considered the most formidable barrier in the way of
their establishment—the item of exp

8o urgent and pressing is the demand for Normal training at this
time, that T cannot see how action ean be longer postponed on the

subject, without irreparable damage to the school interests of the
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State. The plan I suggest will perhaps appear to many as too mod-
est and unp ding in its ch , and as a scheme to take hold
too tenderly of a work of unmanageable magnitude. With reference
to this, it will suffice to say that the largest wisdom the world ever
displays, in times when it is manifestly and indisputably wise, is
when it consents deliberately and heartily to do what it can. It is
simply recommended that a beginning be now made toward the
nltimate establishment of a system of primary Normal Schools
which shall be conveniently distributed over the State. Massachu-
setts, with an area of less than one-seventh the number of square
miles that Towa possesses, with only about 300,000 more of a popula-
tion, with a railroad interest considerably less, with agricultural,
mineral resources vastly more limited, a State debt of upwards of
£30,000,000, whereas Iowa has no State debt and nearly $1,000,000
in the treasury—Massachusetts, thus unfavorably comparing with
Towa in many respects, has six Normal Institutions, sustained at a
total annual expense of about $60,000. It is not insisted that lowa
shall embark so extensively in this work, at the present time, but
simply that a beginning be made toward the ultimate realization, in
this direction, of something progressively tending to supply the
growing need of the profession.

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS' CONVENTIONS,

Since the last report, three meetings of the county superintendents
have been convened in different psrts of the State; one at Des
Moines, one at Manchester, and one at Red Oak Junction. These
meetingg were all largely attended except the one at Des Moines,
which would have been the largest, but for & severe snow storm that
blockaded the roads, so that only abont one-third of the county
superintendents were present. These gatherings of the county and
other school officers, with many others interested in the progress of
schools, gave decided evidence of the wisdom of the law empower-
ing the Superintendent of Public Instruction o appoint conventions
of this character. The discussions on the school law familiarized
the officers with the school statutes, while debates on teachers’
examinations and conferences about school visitations resulted in
harmonizing the views of county and district officers, and have cansed




392 REPORT OF THE [No. 6.

the school system to be more efficiently carl:ied ont. 'I"hefnnn'n:]
progress made by secretaries and county supennu.mdeuts ;nl urnish-
ing this Department with more accurate repo.rts, is o;\e of t.netenl::nei
indications that these meetings have accomlfll.shed' what {s inten <
by the law. It is acknowledged that su})e.ar\'.:sx(')n i nece::mz 1:1';1l
organizations, and to make it a Eucoess it is fndlspenwl e -S;i e
leaders counsel together and hnrm(')mze the'n' wurk.d : n mi ﬂ;mryl;
organizations such a unifying powes is recngmzf:d, an u:nce eer
solid ranks, frequent drills, and sk:llfu! strategies prtlalsenf a I:iowor
that keeps opposing forces in restraint. If only the n;a; som
schools appreciated this truth to the full, the apponent:d wonAu (1):1\ .
frequently be held in check, or disp.erseq and totally routed. rin.
enconraging fact of these convennons. is that the county super bmmi
and thus the people, acknowledge their ben.eﬁt. Nearly ever{)l' .
allowed the expenses of its connty superintendent 1(3 at’a?n ::;e
meetings, and, in many cases, paid the expenses of this n.ﬁl'cer whi ::
attending the State Teachers’ Association. This ent?rPl191n;§lspnx?d
among the people shows that they favor school suparvision. r::n
this liberal spirit be cherished, it will not be loxtg till the importancé
of the office of school snperintendency will be felt not on!y in evet;y;
county, but in_every school district in the State. I{l this w;yth
rank and file will be thoroughly organized and eq.mpped, and they
will select leaders whose recognized skill and' eﬁicx'euc.y will inspire
a confidence that will become a power for disseminating universal
intelligence throughout the State,

STATE TEACHERS' AS30CIATION.

\is body has been in existence for nearly sixteen years. Its
m;rnllbershi;;y has always been, and is now composed of {uost (I)]f the
representative educators from the public schools, acut.ie.rmes, co egeg
and University in the State. It has been my ?nv'llege to ?tt'en
twelve of the fifteen meetings held since its crgtmmno'n, and it is a
grtifying fact for professional education that many of the features
most highly prized in the Towa school laws were enacted at t}xa sug-
gestion and through the influence of this Assocmtmn.. At its 11‘:?1:
session held at Council Bluffs, the educators representing the p
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schools, academies, colleges, and the University evinced a magna-
nimity toward each other that was very hopeful: Their views coin-
cided in regard to co-operating so as to have each department do its
legitimate work without interfering with the other. The publie
school and academy men were willing to so arrange their courses of'
studies as to correspond with the enrricula of colleges and the univer-
versity, and those representing the latter institutions expressed a
willingness to conform to the wishes of the former. From this
resulted the unanimous adoption of the High School courses of studies
presented in another part of this report.  Should the last meeting be
an index of the future unanimity that shall be manifested by the
educationists of the State, it would be difficult to foretell the good
which may result from such a wisely united effort. The friends of the
canse are doubtless learning lessons of wisdom from the follies ot
older  states, and see that much of  their expense  and
time may be economized, if the different sehools of the State can be
80 harmonized that each shall do only the work legitimately belong-
ing to it. It is just through such voluntary associations as this that
this end may be accomplished. If the liberal teachers of the State
will lay aside all personal ambitions and narrow views of school BYs-
tems, and come up punctually to every annual meeting to lahor for
this grand result, this Association may gain for itself even worthier
lanrels than it has won in the past.

THE TOWNSHIP SYSTEM.

In this system every township becomes a school distriet, and all
sub-district boundaries are abandoned; and if' this plan were carrie
into effeet in this State, it would allow no other school divisions than
those of the independent and township districts,

The most experienced educators of the country have advocated this
system.  Among these are such men as Horace Mann, late United
States Commissioner Barnard, ex-Governor Boutwell, Dr. Newton
Bateman, of Illinois, Dr. Gregory, late State Superintendent of
Michigan, and the county and state superintendents of one-third of
the states of the Union. The arguments advanced by many of these
experienced  school-men are unanswerable.  Massachusctts and
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is pronounced by these states a success; and this successful experi-
went of three or four years should have greater weight with us of this
young, growing Commonwealth than any theoretical argument that
could be advanced.

The following are some of the most important advantages that are
claimed will result from a township system :

1. It would secure just as many schools as the necessities of the
community demand, each being an integral part of one central organ-
ization, and, at the same time, meeting the wants of the particular
locality in which it is placed.

2. It would dispense with a large number of school officers.

3. It would allow school directors a compensation for services
rendered, as their number would be greatly reduced.

4. It would establish a uniform rate of taxation.

5. It would furnish more uniform and equal advantages and
privileges to every citizen,

6. It would simplify the school laws, and thus awaken a more
general interest among the people in behalf of the system.

7. It would allow the child to attend school where his own inter-
ests would be best subserved, with no restraint save what the general
interest might require.

8. It would prevent strife about district lines.

9. It wonld diminish the aggregate expenditure for schools.

10, Tt would secare a more efficient system of school inspection
and supervision.

11. It would secure permanency of supervision.

12. It would secure greater permanency of teachers.
13. It would secure a better class of teachers.
14. It would secure better compensation to competent teachers,
und less employment for incompetent ones.
15, It will secure better school-houses, and keep them in better
repair.
16. It will enable the townships to establish graded schools.

17. It will secure a uniformity of text-books in each county.

18, It will result in more uniform methods of teaching, hence
greater progress will be made by the pupils.
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19. Tt will secure to the State Department more reliable sta-
tisties.

20, Tt will tend to diminish neighborhood quarrels, hence lessen
the expense and other evils of litigation.

21. It would insure the employment of fewer nephews, nieces,
and sisters-in-law, and prevent nepotism generally.

29, It would insure a larger aggregate of interest on the part of
the community in each school,

23. It would render possible ecompetitive examinations, and thus
stimulate pupils to accuracy in their studies, and the greatest effi-
cieney in applying the skill and knowledge they may have acquired.

MORAL AND RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

This subject has been so often and exhaustively treated in school
journals and other public documents, that its introduction here would
seem ill-timed and superfluous, but for the fact that the popular
interest has been kept alive to its consideration by the still unsettled
controversy concerning the lawful limits of a system of state educa-
tion in this directi The di ion having advanced beyond the
earlier and confused stages in which for a time it lingered, we are
now in a situation, I think, to define with confidence the high fune-
tion of the publie school with reference to that department of its labor,
which aims more particularly at results of character in the pupil.

Without doubt a system of education making no provision at all
fur the moral training of the children, would find no advocate any-
where in the country. There is no point on which all parties are
more uniformly agreed, than that all methods of instraction in our
schools should be so ordered as to conduce mainly to the formation
and maintenance of' a virtuous, noble, conscientious character in the
pupil.  The training and sharpening of the intellect, the accumula-
tion of stores of knowledge, in whatever quantities, and the display
of whatever degree of mastery in their sequisition and use, will
avail, for the most part, for purposes of exterior refinement and pol-
ish, but for nothing more. The heart is not necessarily fortified by
any equipment of the head, and this fact is universally recognized by
ull classes of citizens in this comntry. There is no one who would
not unhesitatingly pronounce that system of instruction worthiess,

I
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which should not contemplate, at least, the complete development of
the ehild—its moral as well as its intellectual and physical culture.

It is, however, with reference to such measures as are now resorted
to, and as may be legitimately adopted in the public schools of this
country, to secure these ethical results, that there i a wide and un-
friendly diversity of public sentiment. We design tracing up these
lines of difference, with the view of determining, as nearly as possi-
ble, the position our school system ghould assume and maintain, on a
subject of such vital and lasting importance.

First, then, it is jusfly required of the teacher, to whom the habits
and destiny of the children are so largely entrusted, that he shall him-
self be a person of good moral character, The law excludes him
from the public schools unless he can furnish satisfactory evidence of
a life unstained by vice, and a disposition to impart to the schools he
may enter, by example, at least, those lofty principles of virtue and
lonor upon which all good citizenship must ultimately rest, as upon
an enduring foundation. Everywhere throughont the States the pro-
fession is guarded by these legislative restrictions. The teacher must
‘have moral as well as literary qualifications for his work, or the door
is firmly shut against him. Now, in these enactments the law rec-
ognizes, at least, the absolute necessity of that silent, unconscious,
moral instruetion which the good teacher, who is likewise a good
wan, will always be dispensing in the school room. The law thus

recognizes the moral training of children as legitimately within the,

provinee of popular education.

Tt makes no estimate, however, of the relative power and value of
these personal influences, and of this method of attracting the minds
of youth almost unawares into habits of truth, and beauty, and honor,
and right; without doubt, the agency though subtile is one of ex-
traordinary power and range; but itis a fatal error to imagine it so
completely adequate to all ends of moral training in the school-room,

a8 to leave no place for any more formal and direct methods in the
same direction.  Of course, it is admitted that ethies as a science may
be tanght in the more advanced stages of a public school course,
in the same way as mental philosophy and political economy are
taught, from approved text-books prepared especially for that pur-
pose. The teacher may also incidentally, and in the way of disei-

»
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pline, urge upon the pupils the observance of those relative duties
which are indispensable to the order and successful management of
the school. Bat to give this exercise any wider range, so as to make
it technically an essential element in a system of popular education
will unavoidably lead, it is held, to some unauthorized trenching on
religious dogma, or sectarian opinion, which instead of being moral
nourishment to the children, will become a source of insidious mis-
chief to them, in dislodging them from the peculiar religious views in
which itis the privilege and fond desire of the parents to rear them.
In short, it is held, there should be no religions instrnetion in the
schools. The influence of an artful teacher over a pupilis very great
indeed; and, if besides being artful, he is also a fanatical adherent to
some firm of proseriptive and intolerant religions belief, it is argued,
he has it in his power, under the pretext of a daily moral lesson, to
inflict an incalculable damage upon the pupil, and to set at nanght the
guaranteed rights of American citizens to enjoy their religion with-
out the meddling interference of the State.

Second.  The objection becomes the more plausible, when it is
added that a broad highway is thrown up to these abuses by the pre-
valent practice of opening the schools with Seripture readings, by.
or under the direction of the teacher. There need be no comment on
the part of the teacher upon the passages read; the scliool authorities
have uniformily interdicted this. . But with the day thus opened out,
and all its exercises having in this way received a religious setting, so
to speak, the seal of approval is thereby put npon any kind of religi-
ous instruction the teacher may see proper to introduce in keeping
with thisinitial act. The Bible extends its protecting aegis over all.
Held to be itself of partisan origin and history, it is claimed that
this opening act of endorsement and reverence for its contents is in it-
self a public justification for all sectarian intermeddling with the re-
ligious beliefs of the children, and is, therefore, virtually annnlling
the liberal provisions of our government, which promises eqnal pro-
t?c:ijon to all.  If the Bible used is a Protestant Bible, the Catholic

: , in attend , even if d from the exercise, are com-
ml'ﬂed to the attitude of a false and hostile system of faith and wor-
ship; and precisely the same thing must befall the Protestent chil-
dren, if the version accepted by the Catholics is used in these opening
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exercises. If the New Testament is read, the Jew is offended; if it is
omitted altogether in accommodation to the Jew, the Christian comes
in with a most decided protest. There would seem, therefore, to he
no impartial course left but to banish the Bible altogether from the
public schools; and since all who contribute by taxation to the sup-
port of these schools, have a right to share equally the privileges
therein afforded, this insuperable obstacle in the way of sach unre-
stricted enjoyment of these advantages, will be summarily and com-
pletely removed,

Precisely to this conelusion have some of the most eminent divines
and educators in this country arrived, and from it many, even after
prolonged discussion of the topic, show no disposition to recede.
We do not now take the subject nnder review for the purpose of set-
tling any point of controversy with these, but solely, we trust, with
an eye to the highest practical good and efficiency of the schools.
Happily, the school statute of this State forbids the exelnsion of the
Bible from the public schools, and, at the same time, provides that
the pupil shall not be required to read it contrary to the wishes of
hiz purents or guardian.  The eminent wisdom and moderation dis-
pluyed in this ctiment, must ¢ 1 it to those, even, who feel
themselves compelled to dissent theoretically from the provision it
makes. The Bible is retained, as it should be ; but the utmost tol-

eration enforced with reference to participating in the exercises of

reading it, at the opening of the school.

Third. 1 think a little reflection will make it manifest, that the
public sentiment on this subject is in no small degree embarrassed
by a confusion of ideas on what are supposed to be the conflicting
claims of moral and religions instruction. Moral lessons, in the
charge of a judicions and liberal-minded teacher, might be toler-
ated.  Certainly, no community can atford to be indifferent with re-
gard to the far-reaching and subtile influence of the moral character
of those having charge of them. But religious instruction must be
eschewed, it is thought, b the hools are not the
place for it, and its introduetion there would afford an opportunity for
denominational propagandism among the children, and thus the
people’s institution would become the grand agency throngh which
their liberty of conscience might be invaded.
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I cannot think there is any ground in reason for.this popular as-
sumption of a radical difference between morals and religion. Be-
tween morals and the varions theologieal gystems of the sects, there
is no doabt a distinction and a difference quite as wide as the popu-
lar feeling wonld indieate ; but religion, in itself considered—the
Cliristian religion—the religion embodied in the life and discourses
of Him who originated that new order of things, which has given s
the civil and religions liberty of which we boast, must inclode within
itself all the moral maxims and ethical principles that men deem
valuable—or otherwise it is not what onr nation recognizes it to be.
* Christiazity,” says Mr. Bateman, “exalts God, and holiness, and
truth, only ; and they who wonld teach it aright, must do the same.
Itis the voice of God to the human race, calling all men upwand to
himself, and addressing them only as heirs of a common immortality.
With the devices of men it has nothing to do.  Ittells the soul, with
divine simplicity andlove, what it must do to be saved ; and the soul
that obeys will be saved, whatever men or sects may do or think
about it.  This matter of sulvation ix one that God has not entrusted
to the custody or dictation of any man or of any sect. e has prom.
ised to see to it himself. Whoever loves truth, and obeys Jesus
Ohrist i an heir of heaven, whether he has any human certificates
to that effect or not, and God will see that he receives his inherit-
ance. The discords, bitterness, antagonisms and dogmatisms of re-
ligious sects are the shame and scandal of Christendom, and a libel
and burlesque npon the teachings of Christ, and the shame, seandal,
libel, and burlesque are only intensified by saying that these hideous
things are inevitable among Christians. There is no Ohristianity in
them or about them, and the whole world knows it.” See Sixth
Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of the
State of Illinois, p. 172, 173, y

What system of morals is it that guides our great Republic in all
its legislative, judicial, and administrative functions ; that regulates
the public conscience, in so far as that conscience will permit itself
to be 50 regulated; presides in the marts of trade; and determines
at lust the final issne of every social and political movement among
the people ¢ Ts it the morals of Seneca or those of Jesus? What
is the lom§vol‘ our highest judicial authorities on this subject? Have
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the higher fanctions, taking hold upon right and the supernatural,
come in play only after the maturity and experience of years have
prepared the way. Even those who hold to views of the human
mind the farthest possible removed from what is stigmatized “ the
metaphysical,” who hold what they would have us believe to be pre-
eminently the seisntific view, distinetly claim that both historieally
and individually the religious life is first in its development. A far
more rational view is, that it is neither first nor last, that it is co-qpdi-
nate and simultaneous with the other fueulties, and, whilst in a nas-
cent state, as legitimately claims and imperatively demands the cul-
tivating arts of the teacher.

The objection, however, that our public schools are not as distinet-
Iy Christian in their eharacter as they should be, is well taken ; al-
thongh, perhaps, in the minds of those who have been foremost in
urging it, it has meant nothing more than that they arenot in a situ-
ation to be made the instrument of the sectarian ends they have in
view. Under cover of this plea, no doubt, the movement was origi-
nally concerted to divert the public fands to the support of denomi-
national schools, taking an acknowledged fact in our present school
organization, sufficiently bad, as a point of departure to an order of
things infinitely worse. The public wmoney cannot be appropriated
to the support of & inational schoolg without inflicting a deadly
blow upon the whole system, and paving the way for the speedy and
utter subversion of the religions liberty we prize.

But, at the same time, it is a question we cannot evade, as to how
we may make our public schools more distinetly Christian in their
character ; how formal instraction in Christian morals may be intro-
dnced without infringing the rights of the patrons, or compromising
the broad and liberal principles on which these schools are founded.
I it practicable ; or mnst we snecumb to the inconsequent logic :
These are the people’s sehools , therefore no kind of formal religions
instruetion should be introduced.

What is Christianity 7 Is there any point in it around which all
these apparently hostile parties in Christendom may be harmeoniously
united? Is there no general fact or feature of this religion to which
all the eonflicting organizations, both Catholic and Protestant, must

6

they not decided that the Christian religion is the law of the land;
and as & matter of fact do we not know that this country was orign-
inally settled in the interest of that religion, and all its laws and iu-
stitutions framed in accordance with the principles of morality which
it #o fanltlessly embodies?

The Constitution of the United States provides that, “ Religion,
morality, and knowledge being necessary to a good government, and
the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall
be forever encouraged.””  The religion meant must be Christianity
and no other.  Blackstone says, “Christianity is part of the law of
England;” and in a note appended to the American edition of his
commentaries, it is declared, “that we have received the Christian
religion as part of the common law.”

Now, whilst on the one hand morality has been set at an unwar-
ranted distance from the Christian religion, on the other hand, this
heaven descended religion has been most strangely identified with the
nuerow, sectarian dogmatism of the conflicting ereeds into which
Christendom is divided. Christianity is not morality, it is held, but
it is the thousand and one theological systems that stand with drawn
swords und coat of mail at the doors of the churches. On the basis
of these unhappy assumptions, it has come to be widely accepted as
even o dictate of the inviolable principle of religious toleration em-
bodied in our fundamental law, that there shall be no religious in-
struetion in our public schools.  If we were to consult only the bet-
ter instinets of our nature, we should not be long in deciding that
steh a position is false in theory, and must prove thoroughly mis-
chievous in its practical working in the schools, But we are not left
to our instinets.  There are reasons for introducing and maintaining
religions training in the schools, as substantial and as urgent as those
which clothe the work of cultivating the intellect and refining the
manners with such unquestioned dignity and worth. The child is a
religious being, and has impulses that draw him out toward God, and
indicate to him by subtile intuitions the eternal law of Right that is
to govern him, in all the mainfold relations of family, school, and
pastime.  And, I cannot think, that these religious susceptibilities
are tardy and late in their development,—that the sense-pereeptions
so monopolize and absorb the spiritual activities of the child, that
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yield assent in order to be held as at all entitled to the name of Chris-
tian ¢ Obvionsly, all theological systems, whether in the shape of
creeds or of the more estended and formal statements of religious
doetrine, are expository of some central fact or principle, which is
itself the condensed body of the Christian seheme, and without which
it would cease to be.  Now these expository, specnlative, philosophiz-
ing schemes of thought, originating and supporting hostile church
orggnizations in Christendom, should find no place either directly or
surreptitionsly in the text-buoks or oral religious instruction of the
sehool room ; 1 the fand | facts of Christianity can be
communicated to children, as the informing power of the moral-
ity they should seck, without the aid of any of those dogmatic devel-
opmentsof them. Thus, on all hands it is admitted that Christ does
not eome propounding a philosophical system, or any new code of
morals even, but engaging to empower men by the lofty personal in-
fluence e will exert upon them, with such motives and impulses to-
wands right living as within themselves they could not find.

Christianity is not philosoply in this essential fact, that it proposes
to accomplish for men by a divinely personal agency what the dis-
eursive, logical reasonings of philosophers had utterly failed to do.
Philogophy aims to elevate men dialectically; Ohrist personally. Here
all sects in Christendom are agreed; and for a Christian nation to
withhold its endorsement of that fact, in deference to either infidels
or Jews, in a matter in which the proper training of the children is
involved, is to stultify its history, and betray the high trust committed
to it in its birth,

I eannot do better here, than quote from the language of one of the
most eminent and liberal-minded authors and educators of the age.
Speaking of the inadequacy of philosophy to cure the vices of
human nature, be describes Christianity as  an additional machinery
which is wanted to evoke good impulses, cherish them, and make
them masters of the bad ones. If this is not done, what avails it to
give a man the knowledge of what is right. LW - =
Now this machinery is what Christ undertakes to supply. And
what is His machinery? He says the first step toward good disposi-
tions is for a man to form a strong personal attachment. Let him
first be drawn ont of himself; next let the object of that attachment

'
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be a person of strikingand conspicuous goodness.  To worship such
a person will be the best exercise in virtue that he can have.” Again,
% the one thing which Christ required, was a certain personal attach-
ment to himself, a fidelity or loyalty; and so long as his disciples
manifested this, he was in no haste to deliver their mind from specu-
lative error.”  * This is Clrist's scheme stated in its most naked
form.”

Now accepting this statement as one on which there cannot fail to
De entire unanimity among Christians, as expressive of the funda-
mental fact which is alike the cherished property of all denominations,
a8 Christianity stripped of its theological amplifications, is it asking
too much that the life and sayings of the Great Master should be
yande the subject of formal historical study in the school-room, with
exclusive reference to supplying the “additional machinery,” the
wanted personal influence, to aid the child in doing what is right?
It is not enougli to retain the Bible in the public schools, and make
it minister coldly and unitelligibly to the devotional character of the
opening exercises.  Scarcely can this be said to be the Biblein the
public schools. The child must be put in possession of the central
fiuet of the Christian scheme, by such a formal use of the sacred
biographies as will at least infellectually show him how his national
veligion ean supplement his efforts toward virtne.

Those who have spoken most promptly and emphatically in favor
of the Bible in the public schools, have uniformly claimed that it
should Dbe used there as the children’s text-book in morals, and the
rejoinder hias been: “Tow use a text-book without making it the
husis of oral instruetion?”  Precisely this is what we would most
earnestly recommend.

These remarkable doings and sayings of the Master may be pre-
sented to the child as the helping element of his morality, just as
carly in his development, and with as little diffienlty of method as the
morality itself. 1 conceive the obligation resting upon the conscien-
tious teachier to communicate a knowledge of what is right to the
pupily to be not one whit stronger than his duty to point the child to
the source whence his most available help is derived.

The painful fuct is, that the great mass of instruction now provided
onr youth—except perhaps the rambling and imperfect methods
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adopted in our Sabbath Schools—is a practical denial that any such
value attaches to our national religion.  We may listen all day to the
exercizes of any of our most éfficient schools, and hear often enongh
excellent advice given to the pupils with reference to the importance
of 4 generous, noble, and virtnons character; we may be satisfied
that the rules and discipline of the sehool are administered in such a
wity 18 to secure habits of order, industry, and good behaviour; but
we canniot help feeling that essentially the same feat might have been
s readily achieved in ancient Athens, as i our modern Boston, whicl:
stands so conspicuonsly as a representative city in Christendom. Some-
how here, in this nursery of our nation, the public s chools, a perpetual
libel is filed against the religion we adopt.  Mnst these schools have
no higher standard than vefined heathenism conld furnish?  Are
ends of character and good citizenship for the rizing generation in-
cluded in the mission of these schools, and if 20 inclnded, is it a mat-
ter of no importance how these ends may be most efficientally at-
tained t

The most bigoted sectary will unite with the veriest worldling in
declaring that Ohristianity, besides its internal effocts on the hearts
of those who spiritually espouse it, is a powerful auxiliary to civil
government, simply as au accessory influence, supplying motives and
stimuli to the public morals which they otherwise wonld not have.
Tt is therefore regarded as a matter of the first importance in all
newly settled communities, that churches be built, and provisions for
stated publie religions instruction be enconraged and supported, if
for no profounder reason, at least, for the civilizing influence Christi-
anity brings with it. Shall our schools be wanting in this? Will
itnot be ill timed and futile to urge upon the adalt, that of which,
during all the years of his early education, he heard nothing, and which
wis 8o effectually denied or ignored in the conrse of his training, that,
but for the reputed Chiristian character of the teacher, and the devo-
tional exercises with which his school was opened, he would not have
known that the formation of his character had any conceivable de-
pendence on suchan influence.

I deem it, therefore, a desideratum, a pressing need in our public
schools,that religious instruction, or more specifically instruction in the
groat comprehensive elaim of Christianity to be considered a viz
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tergo upon human morals, should be made a part of the course of
study from the foundation up. If this claim be not wholly fictitious,
1 do not see how wecan avoid making it a chief element in popular
education. It is the condensed substance of Christianity practically
considered, and if now, besides interdicting all doctrinal teaching in
accommodation to the convictions of conflicting parties in Clristen-
dom, we also drop out, either willfully or by neglect, this substeatum
of practical power it proffers, then for onr children this religion be-
comes & eipher, and the Catholic protest, that we are rearing a nation
of infidels at public expense, a truthful statement of the awful facts
in the case.

Prussia has confessedly outstript the rest of the civilized world in
the organization, and general completeness of her public school sy8-
tem. It may be said that from the year 1806, the date of her humil-
intion under the French imperial arms, she has bent all her energies
and lavished her resources, intellectual and pecuniary, upon the edu-
cation of her people.  The amount of moral power, and true national
glory, she has been able to husband from this quarter, in the conrse
of sixty years, may be accurately guaged in the recent unparalleled
vietories of her armies, due more to the intelligent and patriotic hero-
ism of her educated soldiery, than to the wondrous skill of general-
ship and diplomaey her leaders displayed. Without doubt, the chief
source of the towering politieal predominence and strength which
Prussia has acquired among the great powers of Europe, is to'be
traced to Ler primary schools.  History makes this enduring record.
All the world could see that when the educated Prussian soldiers
went into battle with the name of “God and the Fatherland » in-
seribed on their armor; with the courage, endurance, and high pu-
triotic impulse their early training had supplied them, there must be
fearful odds against the army of the French, made up,as it was,
largely, of those without sufficient qualification to know the issues
at stake, and wanting in that strong national esprit that might have
been cemented in the schools,

But now it is to be especially noted, that religions instruetion was
amply provided for, and constituted a conspicuons feature of that
peerless system of primary edueation, to which all these grand re-
sults are unhesitatingly attributed. Lot us verify this, by an actual
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inspection of the curriculum provided for those primary schools. We
find it consisting of an eight years' course, divided into four parts, of
two years each, and embracing children from six to fourteen years of
age.v Afterthe merest elements of reading, writing, and numbers have
heen attained in the First Part, we find the Second Part continning
the same studies, with the addition of music, but above all * pelig-
jous and moral instruction in select Bible narratives” In the
Third Part we find the same item slightly modified: “ZReligious
instruction in connected Bible history;” and in the Fourth, in a
dogree still more advanced and definite,  Jnstruction in the relig-
dous observation of natwre; life of Christ; listory of the Christian
veligion, in conneotion with contemporary civil history; doctrines
of Christianity.” (See Report on Education, page 59, et seq., by
John W. Hoyt, U. 8. Commissioner to the Paris Universal Expo-
sition, 1867.) It will be seen by this, that Prussia has from the begin-
ning, laid special stress on moral and religious instruction in the edu-
cation of her youth; and the unmistakable wisdom of her poliey
is clearly exhibited in the commanding position she has thus
attained among the civilized nations of the earth.

It is true, Protestantism is the state religion of Prussia, and in
providing, thervefore, for instruetion in the Christian religion in the
schools, the state violates no provision of her organie law, and
assumes no false attitude toward the Catholic popiilation embraced
within her borders. Religions liberty, in the broad sense in which
that principle is espoused and cherished by our republican govern-
ment, is not an accepted tenet in the government of Prussia, and
whilst it is not incompatible with the genius of her institutions to
teach the Christian religion in the schools, it is insisted that it would
be incompatible with ours.  We grant that it would collide with the
seope and genius of our institutions to admit as wide a range in this
branch of instruetion as is cosistently taken in countries where
some denomination of Christianity is the established religion of the
state; for example, to teach “the doctrines of Christianity  as in
the primary schools in Prussia.  This, of course, implies the national
endorsement of some scheme of dogma to the exclusion of all others.
But the whole drift of these suggestions is to urge that there is a
common element in the Christian religion, which is alike independent
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of the diverse renderings of the sacred writings, from which this
religion is derived, and of all the theological expositions of it, which
distingnish and divide the various denominations of Christendom. «

We insist that religious and moral instruction, in such select
Bible narratives as are clearly the common property of the two
wreat denominations of Christendom, the Catholic and Protestant,
.nmy, without detriment to either party, and with incaleulable
advantage to the youth of our country, be imparted in daily lessons
in our schools.  If nothing else can be had for devotional and text-
hook uses, snbstantially all that is needed, can be found in such
common seleetions from the life of Christ, as cannot be reasonably
exeepted to by either of these two great branches of the Christian
chureh., The Lord’s Prayer is there. The Sermon on the Mount
is there. Whatever else is needed will certainly come to the child,
by such a careful rehearsal of the marvelous doings of the Master,
as will seenre intelligence concerning the spirit and aim with which
his high mission was undertaken. Aside from the preceptive scope
oft Christianity, as comprehensively embodied in the Sermon on the
Mount, and the like ethical teachings of the Gospels, whatever else
there is to be secured in these lessons, must eome in the shape of
that subtile, personal influence alluded to above; and, evidently,
such an effect is to be hoped for, only on the condition that the
mind of the child shall be bronght face to face with the wondrons
facts of that most wondrous biography contained in the language of
man.

Of course the Lord’s Prayer, the Sermon on the Mount, and
whatever other Bible selections shall be agreed upon as constituting
a convenient manmal for the religious instruction of children, should
he used by the intelligent teacher, with exactly the ordinary text-
book liberties which are inseparable from his office.  Whatever it is
lawful to use in the school-room, it is lawful and proper also to
expound; even that accepted form of prayer—the Lord's Prayer,
which those, who would banish the Bible from the publie schools,
would still wish to retain,—this, the teacher is at liberty to explain
us well as repeat.  In the matter of public instruction, I sce no way
of restricting the liberties of the teacher, except in so. far as to say,
that in his efforts to teach the children religion and morals, he shall
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conform to the spirit of the manual with which he is supplied, and
carefully avoid all those dogmatic themes which are in litigation in
e clu;rchca. The high-minded Christian teacher will take no
larger liberty, and a teacher with any other character can be imme-
diately and summarily dealt with by the local school authorities.

I amn satisfied that the religions natare of the child eannot longer be
neglected in the public sehools, without inealenlable damage to the
systom itsell, and a disastrous loss to the moral forees of the nation
as.a whole. It is vain to expect the work to be done by the defee-
tive and hopelessly limited methods of the Sabbath Schools, and
other institations of the ehureh. Their segregated character pre-
cludes the hope. Their time is the merest fraction of the educating
days ot youth, and their organization, on account of the divided
state of the churches, exceedingly circumseribed and loose. I have
no purpose to disparage these Sabbath-day efforts with the children.
They do what under the circumstances they can, and with all their
disabilities, we reckon them among the indispensable educational
forces of the times in which we live. But we cannot relegate to
them a task which they cannot assume. It is impossible for them
to gather within their embrace a tithe of the children that will be
statedly in attendance upon the public schools; and with the few
that are thus reached, it is impossible to secure any degree of regu-
larity in attendance, any stable and competent teaching force, or any
uniformity of system with which their studies are to be prosecuted.
Moreover, the aim of Sabbath Schools is not so mueh to impart
maral and religions instruction to the children, as to awaken a
religious interest in them, by such tender and personal conferences
with them, as the oceasion and place most happily afford. In any
event, we are confident they cannot do the work, whicl, by inherent
obligation and ample capacity, it is the part of a system of popular
education to do,  Let any one familiar with the main events and
prominent discourses in the life of Christ, sit down for an hour with
a Sabbath School class, consisting of young ladies and gentlemen,
having enjoyed the best of Sabbath School advantages from cfiild-
hood up, aud he will not be long in discovering that very few have
any connected information whatever of even this initial period of
Ohristian history, and fewer still, any rational conception of the
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practical import of the religion thus introduced. The methods of
their instruetion have been too fragmentary, and the avowed aim has
been, as before intimated, to work other results than those which
can be produced by the systematic storing of the mind.

Finally, I must not be understood as laying undue stress upon the
mere matter of formal instruction in religion and morals, or attaching
an extravagant value to the stores of information thus acquired.
The intellect instructed in religion and morals, is the intellect still;
and it remains none the less true, that these intellectual attainments
may never find their way out into the life and character of their pos-
sessor.  And yet it would be bad economy to withhold this form of
instruction, because of the possible non-use or abuse of it in the
fatare. Itis not thus we do with the other branches of a liberal
education. The bow of Apollo; and the harp of the Muses, are
gisen in turn to the unskilled hands of the tyro, without an inquiry
as to whether he will ever draw the one or thrill the other, No just
theory of education will consent to be bound down to the narrow
poliey of communicating only what is eertain to be brought into
actual application in after life. Itwillmnlmdumd'ﬂwimpms-
sions left, the affinities aroused, the aspirations awakened, and the
deep and subtile workings of the spiritual nature of the child, taking

hold, throngh the intellect, of things above the reach of every mortal
sense, The seed dropped into the understanding may take root in
the heart, having no such lodgment we have no authentic philosophy
to u?ll us it ever will. 'Worse than stupid, fatal indeed to the whole
My of man, would that scheme of education be, which would
withhold a good thing becanse of the possible bad use to which that
good thing might be applied, or that would be 80 starved in expedi-
ents as to include ignorance in its economy. Let the child know, at
luu,whtpowudm\ailinﬂwmligionmu overshadows him, and
the chances are greater that, in subsequent years, he will devoutly
reverence and cherish it, and give himself freely to be swayed by its

SCHOOL-HTOUSES.

In traveling over 22,000 miles throngh this State, durin,
g the
three y;un, I'have felt a growing pride in this Oommmwedth,p.;

.

. W

.
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finding every community of any magnitude manifesting an increas-
ing interest in the eanse of public schools. Many localities are ex-
pending liberally for the erection of school-houses, displaying an
enterprise which, if’ equaled, is not surpassed by communities of the
sume population in any State of the Union. Many of these struc-
tures exhibit an elegance in architecture that would do honor to any
public edifice, while nearly all are fully as expensive as the wealth
of the people will justify. Duringthe past two years, there has been
over £1,250,000 added to the school-house property of the State.
At the dedication of many of these buildings the audiences gave
evidence of a deep interest among the people in behalf of schools.
On some of these occasions over 1000 people assembled to witness
{he exercises. These multitudes were the representatives of capital
and labor. They met here on a common level, knowing that thus
their children should meet, and be reared, and educated for life’s
avocations.  Who ean estimate the benefits that will flow from this
mingling of the rich and the poor? The erecting of these superior
edifices in which to educate the coming generation, is producing an
influence upon immigrants such as has been hoped for by the capi-
talist and philanthropist. No American familiar with the free in-
stitutions of this country, and with its facilities for popular education,
can pass over these great railroads that are now checkering the State
from East to West and North to South, without being impressed with
the fact, that here in & high degree can be enjoyed those social priv-
ileges and means of culture, that are so desirable to an immigrant
when seeking a future home. To the foreigner this remarkable pro
gress in civilization is incredible. While passing through one of the
towns, with possibly 1200 inhabitants, on the B. & M. R. R. during

the present spring, a gentleman stepped up to me, with an air and

attire that compelled me to imagine, at least, from the illustrations
I have seen by Nast, that he might be a specimen of John Bull,
thongh 1 had never seen quite such an appearing aristocrat from that
country before, and addressed me as follows: This is a nice
village, sir. I noticed we just passed over a fine stream, and [
should judge from that and some buildings here that this must be a
manufacturing town, yet the country is very new for such business.”
1 replied it was. He then pointed to a building on a beautiful site,
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and such a one as might from its location, be taken by a novice as
an edifice used for manufacturing, and inquired, “Ts not that three
story building, there, sir, a manufactory? T replied with a smile,
that it was; he further asked with a decided John Bull air “ why, sir,
as T observed, this ia anew conntry, and what kind of materials are
worked up there, it' I may be so bold, sir, as tv inquire? T answered,
% There is where we ¢ work up’ our Yankee sovereignty—tuming
on his heel and giving utterance to his incredulity by an English
#hamph,™ T saw no more of him on thattrip, pt in the fashionable
saloon of the palace car, enjoying the luxuries of our mode of travel,
which must have been almost as surprising & mark of' civilization to
him, in this New World, as the school-honse which he could but
believe must be a factory of wares, rather than a place where Amer-
iean youths were being trained for a true citizenship.

This progress in civilization is commendable, but there is another
phase to it. I fear that the people do not realize that something
more important than these expensive school-buildings is necessary
to secure the end which they but partially understand. For, how-
ever elegant and expensive these educational appliances may be,
they must be snpplemented by native-born and cultured teachers.
Miight it not be well, if it ot be plished otherwise, to pay
less toward school-houses and more toward securing eminently
qualified persons, whose souls when brought into union with the
souls of their pupils, will tend to elevate the latter to a plane of
thought and action which will render them happier and more useful
than they could have become by any other influence.

The facts so encouraging with refevence to the independent dis-
tricts, I regret to say, arenot so flattering in the rural communities,
A sehool-house is frequently seen on the bleak prairie without any
paint upon it, and no fence enclosing it, nor tree to shelter it from
the piercing wind and scorching sun. This condition of things
cannot be expected to be improved till the system of sub-districts is
totally abolished. In the States where a township-district system
has been adopted, greater eare is taken in preserving and beantifying
the school property. The tastes of the children and people are thus
refined and very much improved, as well ns a true economy
encouraged. i
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INSTITUTES AND COUNTY SUPERIN TENDENCY.

By reference to tables “J " and “K,” it will be seen that one
hundred and fifty-two Institutes have been held during the two years
from January 1st, 1870, to December 81st, 1871, upon which over
twelve thousand teachers have been in attendance. From almost al)
of these the reports sent to the office of the Superintendent of Pub.
lic Instruction have been encouraging, and have given assurance of
a steady and substantial progress in all departments of the educa-
tional work. . Many of the ablest men from the colleges and Univer-
sity were teachers and lecturers before these associations, and, in
gome i , distinguished educators from abroad took part in
these exercises. In some of the counties, the Institute season has
been made the occasion of enthusiastic revivals, so to speak, of ener-
gies long languishing ; and we have been informed that the effect on
the teacher’s profession in those localities, and on the school officers,
and on the eondition of the schools, has been electric.  fuch results
must follow from Institutes when properly condueted. In accordance
with their original intent, they are thus demonstrated to be, not only
an indispensable link in that admirable system of State supervision,
which keeps the machinery of popular education running, but also,
and chiefly a stimulus to the teacher, and through him a mighty
agency for arousing and shaping all the school elements of the
eounty.

The framers of the law have borne testimony to the value they
place upon this part of the school work, by providing that & teach-
er’s attendance upon an Institate, whilst the term of his school is in
progress, shall cause no reduction in his stipulated wages ; and that
it shall even be made binding npon him, as a condition for his secur-
ing a certificate, that he be in attendance, unless unavoidably pre-
vented.

During the past year seventy-six counties have had the benefit of
850 each, making an appropriation of $3800 for the support of these
professional gatherings. In many counties the boards of supervisors
have added to the appropriation of the State to defray the necessary
expenses, and in quite a number of counties the Institutes are held
from two to four weeks. The attendance upon these gatherings is
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very encouraging. I have met two hundred and forty teachers in
convoeation in a single county. And itis a grand sight, and a priv-
ilege to be envied, to stand before an audience of such laborers in
the cause of universal, free education,

The County Institute, and, collaterally, that branch of State Super-
vision represented in the County Superintendency, are elements so
vitally interwoven with the puble school system of the State, and
have been so thoroughly tried in this and other communities, that
it will be scarcely exaggerating their importance to say that the sys-
tem revolves about this point. There is a lever power here by
which all other parts of the machinery may be moved. If properly
eonducted, they are the occasion of intense mental aetivity, and
by discussions, suggestions, criticisms, the incisive probings of
trained minds into the defects of prevalent methods, and the analy-
sis of new ones, the spirit of progress is nourished, and salutary re
forms originated, which reach not only to the routine and diseipline
of the school-room, but also to the legal enactments which provide
for the civil relations of the system. Itis to be hoped that the gub-
jeet of school jurisprudence will be made a definite branch of Insti-
tute work, as it has become a study of special interest in our Normal
Schools. Teachers above all should understand well the civil rela.
tions of the profession in which they are engaged, and should espec-
ially be familiar with the drift of recent legislation on the subject.
I regard the County Institute as a suitable place for such discussions,
nndwouldrecommmdthat,inlddiﬁantoformxlloetmuonthe
workings of the school law, and the changes desirable to be effected
in it, there also be general exercises of class drill under this head in
which all may participate.

It may perhaps seem nnnecessary to enter, at this late day, into
any formal advoeacy of the Oounty Teachers’ Institute, but, in cer-
tain directions, the results have not obvionsly been commensurate
with the outlay of time and expense. In all such cases, withont
doubt, the true malady is to be songht back of the Institute, in the
decline, or tardy development, of the school interests of the particu-
iar locality, and the low standard of professional character with which
the teachers are satisfied. The system itself has been so long in
existence, and has been so thoroughly tried in all situations, that no
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imputation can justly be heaped upon it, for the feeble and
impoverished product that sometimes seems to result. One of the
most prominent and judicious State Superintendents in the United
States makes the unqualified assertion, “ No other agency has done
more to strengthen and vitalize our system of publie education than
these meetings of teachers, school officers, and friends of common
schools, known as Teachers' Institutes.”  But they are so interwoven
with the subject of county supervision, and their worth in the educa-
tional economy is so largely the result of their efficient manage-
ment, that a word bearing upon this point may not be amiss.

The management of the Institute is by statate put into the hands
of the County Superintendent, and it is, of course, the most difficult
and responsible lubor he has to perform. If; in other departments
of his office, he can suneceed well with an ordinary share of scholar-
ship and fair administrative ability, here, he will have oceasion for
the exercise of the highest attainments and best qualifications of an
experienced educator. It is at this point, and in this trying sitnation,
that the ability of the County Superintendent is most effectually
tested.  There are, of course, always expedients at hand, by which
official incapacity and want of adaptation may be temporarily atoned
for; and, in this case, the practice is to put upon the shoulders of &
conductor imported from abroad, and paid from the State appropria-
tion, burdens which, with the requisite qualifications, the County
Superintendent could himselt' carry, with more dignity to his position,
and groater advantage to the Tnstitute. 1 do not say that the County
Superintendent should always and absolutely be a tent con-

s

ductor of Institutes, or that, being a competent conduetor, he should

,always and exclusively take the management of them into his own

hands. These suggestions are aimed only at what I conceive practi-
cable in this branch of the school work, The County Superintend-
ent should be a well-known, practical, tried educator, a man of expe-
rience in all departments of common school work, conversant with
the details of school organization, in schools that are graded and
schools that are not, with the advantage, if possible, of a thorough
Normal training in his profession,—in short, he should be an ap-
proved common school man. If he can bring to his task the imple-
ments which the higher ranges of culture will provide him, so much
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the better. Put, it is insisted, that he should at least be a man who
has devoted himself, durante vita, to the profession of teaching, and
can furnish evidence that his undivided energies are given to the
work.

It requires no long experience in the office of Superintendent of
Public Tnstruction to make it apparent, that the wide-spread and
painful incompetency in this branch of the school work, is dne to the
fuct that the office, being awarded politically and very poorly paid, is
sought for by those who design making it simply collateral and sub-
sidiary to something else. The lawyer seeks it, that he may use the
per diem of an occasional jaunt through the county, in enlarging the
field of his practice, and filling up the deficit of a livelihood his slen-
der fees will not supply. The minister finds, in this way, a conve-
nient method of supplementing the very meagre salary his Sabbath
services will command. Thus, that which of itself should form a
business sufficiently onerous and responsible to absorb the energies
of a man, devoted wholly and execlusively to it, is degraded to the
place of a hapless expedient, and not nnfrequently becomes a serions
obstacle in the way of edncational progress.

Ultimately the whole evil is referable to the fact, that the salary
paid this official is so inadequate, that it will not justify men, ordina-
rily, in devoting their time exclusively to it. 8o long as this state
of things continues, onr school system must suffer at its most vital
point, and be sadly crippled for want of the class of men who are
capable of superintending the school interests of the county. Let the
place be made as remunerative, at least, ns aré now our first-class city
superintendencies—and there is no reason why it should not be made
more so—and the talent which now flows into these and other chan-
nels, will be readily diverted to the county ; and the district school,
now comparatively so far in the rear of its neighbor, will soon put
itself on terms of respectable competition, Teachers will prepare
themselves for the work; the machinery of Normal training, which
now overlooks this branch of the school work altogether, will send
ont men educated for the place ; and a thousand agencies, which
now seent not to exist, will conspire to make the office an instrument
for good second to none in the country,

Tt strongly attests the justness of these remarks, that the Burean
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of Education, doubtless echoing the nnited testimony of all com-
munications to that office on the subject, speaks out, full and strong,
against the public parsimony and oppression everywhere displayed
toward the varions offices of school supervision; quoting, as deserip-
tive of truth in the case, the langnage of Mr. Anderson, LL.D.,
President of the University of Rochester, which we take the liberty
here to repeat :

% There is no class of men in the world, or in the church at this
day, who require so much of intellectual power, attainments, and
expense in their education, who are so miserably paid and so pro-
digiously overworked, as those who are engaged in education in all
its departments, from the lowest to the highest. We never can
become a civilized people in the highest sense of the word, until we
are able to pay for the brain labor that is engaged in the work of
education.”

A sentiment o true with refe to all branches of school super-
vision, is especially true as aflirmed of the office of County Super-
intendent. Good men and women sometimes enter the office volun-
tarily, and are sometimes urged into it by the actual exigencies of
the county, but there is no incentive for their making it a matter of
choice, and, therefore, either soon withdraw from it, or remain in it
simply from a sense of the painful necessities of the case.

Now, I look forward to the day when our legislative bodies and
school authorities will entertain more just and liberal views of the
general work of school superintendency in the State—when they
will provide more ample support, and hold out larger inducements for
the most talented men to enter the work.

MODES OF REMEDY,

It has been snggested that these educational offices, althongh es-
sentinlly the appliances of the State, are so radically distinguished
from all the judicial and administrative fanctions of government,
that they should not be held and managed as positions of a political
character at all ; that they should not be subject to the caprice of
nominating conventions, and the very uncertain issues of political
campaigns. The remedy then would be to withdraw them wholly,
or in part, from the entanglements of party elections, and make them
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either the award of appeintment by some State official or corporate
board that should be designated for the purpose, or so provide them
with special elections, as will keep them free from the irresponsible
schemings of politicians.

In many respeets, the reasons urged for this proposed remedy are
cogent and strong. In the first place, it cannot be denied, that the
educational offices of the State are not political funetions, in the
sense in which the varions civil offices are with which they are in-
diseriminately mingled on the municipal, county, and State tickets.
Even as courts of adjudication they are distingushed in law, as pos-
sessed of ministerial and not judicial prerogatives. And then,
manifestly, the offices that are entrusted with the efficient manage-
ment and development of a system of public sehools, in which the
mental and moral training of the children and youth of our country
is the object to be accomplished, require in the men who shall oc-
cupy them, a kind of qualification which those holding civil cflices
need notand do not p The fal professional educator
is the man who should occupy these positions. And there is some
force in the allegation, that the ple, especially as ma-
nipulated in the interest of party, are not always in a situation to fix
upon the men who have the necessary qualifications for the post, or,
finding them, to secure their election.

Second. Tt is claimed, with some degree of plansibility, that the
analogy of city superintendency affords a clue to the healing of the
difficulty. This system is as yet very imperfectly developed, but,
where it has been fully adopted, it points definitely to a very decided
advance in the whole machinery of school supervision. Let the su-
perintendent in any position, as well as the teacher, be subject to
the choice of a body of men who in their selection shall represent
not the caprices but the interests of the people, and who shall be de-
termined exclusively in their action by the competency of the ap-
plicant for the post to be filled. Iaving lovked the subject carefully
over, and consulted well the experience of other States, I feel confi-
dent that I cannot do better than recommend that the County
Superintendent be elected, every four years, by the respective Dis-
trict Boards of the county, at their annual meeting in March, Then,
although there would be no absolute immunity against mistake, a

8
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general degree of proficiency would be insured to the office, and it
wonld get the advantage, now denied it, of an opportunity of better-
ing its condition. It would also allow the county authorities a wider
range within which to select their men, for it would then be their
privilege, as it is now the privilege of the city boards of directors, to
bring in their superintendents from whatever portion of the country
they can obtain them. To be limited to the county or even the
State for the material from which to make a selection is sometimes
a fatal misfortune to a locality, both because of the narrow field
within which competition is solicited, and because of the compara-
tive paucity of competent men. It is held that, in this way, cities
in which the system of superintendency is fully adopted, and also
those in which a principal alone is employed, are for the most part
snceessful in finding men well fitted for the work, whilst the county
superintendency drags out a beggarly existence, and, but for its mon-
itory funetion with teachers, would be an encumbrance to the State.
In short, the remedy proposed would withdraw all offices of school
supervision from the arena of politics, and even from the doubtful
isenes of a popular election, and award them, as many of our more

responsible civil offices are now awarded, by the choice of morese-

stricted bodies who are charged with the most sacred interests of
the people.

T am convinced that no step forward can be taken in this matter,
until some more adequate provision is made for the salary of the
County Superintendent.  This done, some more judicions method
than that now established for choosing that officer will follow of
conrse.

The drift and animus of these suggestions I cannot help commend-
ing, and I indulge the hope, that the Legislature will put this branch
of the school system, on a footing analogous to that aimed to be
seeured for it in the untimely provisions of 1858, The salary should
be fixed by law. There would seem to be no good reason why the
County Superintendent should be made the solitary exeeption, in the
list of county officials, in the matter of support ; that he should be
thrown almost exclusively upon ount-door work and a meager per diom
for a livelihood,which, when thus laboriously earned, is entirely inad-
equate to his wants, and contrasts so discouragingly with the salary
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secured to other officers, whose positions are by no means more
onerons or responsible.

It is not at all surprising that an office, so erippled for want of sup-
port, should so often fall into incompetent hands, and come to be re-
garded by the county authorities as a sufferance, to be endured
whilstit lasts, but to be thrown off as soon as oceasion may offer, I
cannot too emphatically urge the necessity of this agency in the
school system as it now is. The skilled, efficient, devoted County
Superintendent is & conservator of our school interests in a sense in
which not even the faithful teacher can be said to rival him—for he
maintains the system in vigorous working order, and but for his serv-
ices, the labors of the most earnest teacher would avail but little. At
the same time, it must be admitted that in the hands of an indolent,
shiftless, meapacitated, uneducated incumbent, the office becomes
worse than a sinecure, and had better far be out of the way. DBut all
offices, even the most sacred, are liable to exactly the same abuse.
Standing in a position to see and appreciate the servicesof an efficient
County Superintendent, as well as to feel the incubus of an incom-
petent one, and knowing in detail the extent to which the office fails
lamentably to accomplish the end in view, I am only induced,
thereby, to advocate its necessity the more earnestly, and to urge the
more importunately, such reforms in our school economy, as will re-
lieve it from its disabilities and develop its immense resources of
power. What Massachusetts attempts to do throngh her system of
traveling agency, I most heartily be'ieve, can be more steadily and
thoroughly accomplished by such County Superintendents as it is
possible to put in the field. To secure this result, however, I would
urge, in addition to an enactment making the office sufficiently remu-
nerative in its character, that the term of service be extended from
fwo to four years, and that the ineumbent be subject to removal by
the district boards, under such restrictions as the Legistature may im-
pose.

COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

This question has been discussed by the educationists of this
country during the last decade. A law making school attendance
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obligatory has been enacted in some three or four States. The rep-
resentative educators of the United States hold opposing views on
the snbject. At the National Teachers’ Association that convened
at Saint Louis, August, 1871, in the Superintendents’ Section, the
following resolutions were unanimously adopted :

Ieesolved, That universal education is a public necessity, and the
State has the full right to provide for and secure it.

Resolved, That to secure universal education in this country, our
present systems of voluntary school attendance should be supple-
mented by truant laws, reformatory schools, and such other compul-
gory measures a8 may be necessary to reach that elass of youths now
growing up in ignorance.

This department of the Association was attended by some of the
ablest educators from twelve different States. The resolutions show
much unanimity on the subject in that body ; and, to say the least,
it was conservative, and preferred more fully to test the methods
already in use to secure punctual school attendance, rather than
resort to a system which has been employed in a country with
different political institutions, and which was inaugnrated at a period
when physical force predominated more largely than at the present

time. Then, indeed, comparing the Prussian compulsory system

with the voluntary one of IMolland, and that which prevails in some
of the eantons of Switzerland, it becomes questionable whether the
former has been as successful as the latter as an educational measure.

Hon. A. B. Weaver, Superintendent of Public Instruction for New
York State, in his report of 1871, has an elaborate article on this sub-
jeet, which is largely inserted here to show the position taken by the
opponents of the compulsory system.

“The argument in favor of the measure, briefly stated as I under-

stand it, is, that universal education, if not indispensable, is highly con-
ducive to the welfare of the body-politic, and that the State, having
adopted a system of free public instruction, and having provided to a
great extent for its maintenance, should require the attend ofall
children of suitable age, who do not receive instruction elswhere, in
order that the benefit of the schools may be fully realized.

It is also contended that such & requirement would not be an un-
warrantable interference with the appropriate authority of parents and
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guardians over their childern, but a jnstifiable intervention in behalf
of neglected children who, it is claimed, are eutitled to proper care
and enltivation of their minds, just as rightfully as they are to food,
clothing, or protection.

Compulsory attendance is not a new expedient in education, al-
though it has never been fully resorted to in any of the United States,
The most stringent regulations of the kind, in this country, are those
embraced in the laws of our own, and of some other States, relative
to idle and truant children, and which authorize their arrest and commit-
ment to places of employment and instruction. Our own statute of
1858, upon this subject, is limited to cities and incorporated villages,
but it is not enforced, and it is said that similar laws are not gene-
rally executed in the other States.

In many of the European States, obligatory attendance is an old
rule, and, in some of them, a rigid one. It lias been most thoroughly
tested in Norway, Sweden, D k, in the g part of Switzer-
land, in Prussia, where it ha.s been in force a full century, and in
several other German States. It has been attempted at different
times in France, where it is said that “Compulsory education is an-
cient and of noble origin,” in Austria, Spain, Portugal, and Italy,
but has wholly or partially failed. Even in Prussia, which is com-
monly cited as a model in this and other school matters, the well-
nigh universal education which prevails is not, in my opinion, prin-
cipally due to the stringency of the law requiring attendance.

Any such law, even when strictly enforced, in itself ed no
one in anything pt unguestioning obedi to superior power.
Itis only o police regulation to bring the bodies of children to the
school-room, or to punish for their shsence; whereas, the real efficien-
ey of a system of eduegtion must depend upon what it teaches, not
upon the number of its arrests and penalties; upon its adaptation to
the recognized wants and interests of a people, instead of its power
to compel their reluctant acceptance of it; upon its moral strength
and influence, rather than physical force.

The Prussians believe in education with a unanimity and sincerity
which compulsory attendance but faintly expresses. They are not
only earnest in this sentiment, but are patiently and persistently
thorough in the execution of it. They not only propose universal




62 REPORT OF THE N0, &
education, but provide for it in a plan that employs every known
taeility, and which adopts every discovered improvement. The op-
eration of their school system is not entrusted to undisciplined
novices, to be used by them temporarily as a means to their own
ulterior interests.  Teachers are as thoronghly trained for their voca-
tion, as those who enter the profession of law or the ministry, and
are held to o rigid standard of qualification with reference to their
natarul adaptation to their work, as well as in respect to their learn-
ing. Thus prepared, their admission to their profession is a guaranty
of superior attainments, and an assurance that they are worthy to
become the teachers of the people. In support of all this, publie
sentiment dignifies the whole enterprise with the highest respecta-
bility, and contributes to its service, in teaching and supervision, the
best talent of the nation. It is this thoroughness, this completeness,
this unyielding pursuit of perfection in the character of the instrne-
tion given, that has chiefly done for Prussia the work which so mny
admire,

This opinion is confirmed by the example of Holland. In a
special report particularly devoted to the subject now under consid-
eration, prepared by the direction of the Legislature, and transmitted
to that body in 1867, by my predecessor in office, the late Honorable
Vietor M. Rice, and in connection with an expression of the author’s
Dbelief, “that in this country education ean be universal withont
being compulsory,” it is stated “ that in Holland every adult citizen
ean read and write.  Attendance at sehool has never been enjoined
by law, but supervision has been carried to an extent that would
hardly be deemed legitimate in the State of New York. Even
ina pmme sehool, nobody is permitted to teach without having first
been 1 and li d by the proper authorities.” And
further, it is recorded, that great efforts had been made in the
debates on the clanses of the law, to procure a more decided recogni-
tion by the State, of the principle of compulsory education. * *
The usnal arguments for compulsory education were adduced—that
other countries had successfully established it—that ignorance was
making rapid strides for want of it—that in China, where it reigns,
all the children can read and write. It was replied that compulsory
education was altogether against the habits of the Dutch people.
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Here, then, we find two neighboring States, in both of w i.idx educa-~
tion is practically universal, but in one of which itis obligatory, and
in the other voluntary. If compulsion was calenlated to exert a con-
troling influence in the matter, we might expect to find the distine-
tion plaiuly illustrated in Switzerland, in all parts of which State
attendance is obligatory, except in the cantons of Geneva, Switz,
Uri, and Unterwalden. In Geneva, however, it is authoritatively
stated that education is so prevalent that, at times, & native adult
who could not read and write could not be found. Thus experience
lias demonstrated that compulsory attendance is neither a certain nor
an essentin] means to universal education.

Iu view of the proposition to establish it in our own State, the
question arises whether we have so completely perfected, applied,
and exhausted all approved methods, and so completely failed with
them, as to render & vesort to it here advantag and expedient
In my judgment the educational record and condition of our State
give a negative answer to this question. - * »

But our period of pupilage is eight years longer than that of
Prussia, which includes only those between six and fonrteen years of
age, and onr ratio of attendance is correspondingly less by reason of
the great number embraced i tion. Making a just

in our
allowance for the number of those below six years of age, who are
not sent to school because of their infancy, aud another just allow-
anee for those between fourteen and twenty-one, who have acquired
a sufficient business education, and have betaken themselves to
active pursuits, and still another just allowance for those who,
althongh they do not attend school during any one particular year,
have attended, or probably will attend during several of the other
fifteen years of the sehool period, and, I believe, it is a fair conclu-
sion that the school attendance in our State is at least ninety per
cent. upon a basis like that of Prussia.

Qur latest statistics, made without reference to this question, show
that the number of scholars attending sehool in 1570 was greater
than the whole number of persons in the State between six nnd
fourteen years of age, or between six and seventeen.  *

The statistics show incontrovertably, in my judgment, a b«m
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result in the matter of attendance than in any other one feature of
our schools.

The people have already, by their own voluntary action, contribu-
ted an attendance which more nearly approaches completeness, than
the instruction appr imates a r ble dard of 11

Our school system is, throughout, more perfect in organization
than in results. It is palpable that the prominent defect, that calls
for speedy reformation, is not incomplete attendance, but poor teach-
ing. This is partly inexcusable, but is chiefly owing to the immatu-
vity of our educational work.

* * - *

T do not allege that any of our schools are not worth attending. I
speak of the needed improvement in the particular mentioned, in
comparison with compulsion as ameans of securing attendance; and
I contend, that, before sending out ministers of the law to force chil-
dren to school, we should place genuine teachers in the school-reom
to attract them, and faithful officers in the field to supervise the
work and to cultivate an enlightened public sentiment, which, by its
radianee, shall render the pathway to the school bright and clear.

* » * * *

Letthe attendance at school of every child within the State be se-

et

cnred, and that would not improve the in other respects; but
Jet the schools be made what they should be in themselves, and it is
more than probable that there will be no occasion to send for pupils.
In any event, the improvement in question should be made; and, in

my judgment, it should be made before resorting to the doubtful

experiment of compulsion. Tt t be done suddenly, by legisla-
tion, The reform must be worked out. It was to accomplish this
very object that, in 1866, our normal school system, which at that
« time embraced but two schools, was expanded by the establishment

of fonr more. The number has since been increased to nine, of

which six are now in operation, and two more will soon be opened.
It is thus apparent that this project is still immature, and, before the
influence of these training schools for teachers has been developed
and exerted, it would seem to be unwise to adopt force as a sub-
stitute.

There is another consideration worthy of notice in discussing this
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question. Our people need education in something besides the ele-
mentary branches tanght in the schools. If it is desirable that they
should be able to read and write, in order to inform themselves so
as to judge correctly and act prudently in publie affairs, it is equally
important that the habit of self-control be constantly cultivated. It
is perfectly consistent for a monarchieal government, which manages
all its concerns by the exercise of a central power, to enforce edu-
cation, although it might otherwise become, as thorough and as
general. That poliey inenleates submission to arbitrary control.
The habit of acting under command, even in matters which are
proper; destroys manhood and begets a servile disposition; while
freedom in the exercise of one great privilege might awaken a spirit
of independence, and a consciousness of capacity, dangerous to
potentates who claim the right of rule.

But the citizens of a free State need the discipline of self-govern-
ment. They should understand that there iz a personal interest in
the willing discharge of every public duty. They must learn to take
care of themselves in the matter of education, as in other respects,
if’ they would remain their own masters. They should realize that
power belongs to them, and, in addition, not only that the instruc-
tion of the schools is beneficial, but that the education which
results from the practice of inquiring, and of doing voluntarily,
what is essentinl to the intelligent exercise of their power, is also
essential to its preservation.

The secare foundation of a free gover tis not alone the prefer-
ence of & people, but their willingness to keep themselves prepared to
administer it suceessfully. That disposition must be kept alive and
aetive by constant exercise; and when it becomes so deadened that
compulsion must be used instead, the spirit of freedom will have
perished already, and the form will not long survive.”

1 most earnestly recommend to the General Assembly the impor-
tance of so amending the school statutes as to empower boards to
enact rules and regulations for the government of schools, that shall
prevent tardiness and truancy and secure better school discipline
generally.  During the year 1871, as you are aware, a case was
tried before the Supreme Conrt of the State, involving the questions -

9
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of power in the board to adopt and enforce rules requiring a reason-
able school attendance. Fortunately, for the progress of the schools,
the majority of the Court decided that the board of directors have
such power. But the law should be so clear and definite that there
could beno doubt in the mind of any intelligent citizen in regard to its
import. A statute of this kind, judiciously enforced, will produce a
healthy school attendance—if not reasonably executed the difficulty
can he adjudicated by the school or civil tribunals.

In one of the most populous cities of the Northwest, the school
board adopted a rule similar to the one the validity of which was de-
cided upon by the Iowa Supreme Qourt. The Superintendent of
those schools, in enforcing the rule, requested the teachers associated
with him to visit the parent of every pupil that had been suspended
or expelled for tardiness or traancy, and who would not apply to the
Superintendent to reinstate his ¢hild as the rule contemplated. The
teachers compilec., and within a period of two years not a single pupil
had been suspended or expelled that did not return to the school im-
proved, and never again required the enforcement of the rule. Within
the same period, truancy and tardiness were among the rare occur-
rences of those schools. These teachers’ visitations frequently ex-
tended to other parents residing in the district where they taught, so
that over ninety-two per cent. of the school population of that city,
between the ages of five and twenty-gne, were either in private or
public schools.

It is by just such efforts of love on the part of the teachers, when
heartily supported by & competent superint lent and a wise board,
and these officers empowered by statute, that better educational re-
sults can be seeured, than by any compulsory system without these
humane and potent agencies.

1 would also suggest such legislation as will consign incorrigibly
unruly and truant pupils and vagrant youths to the State Reform
School. Instances have come under my observation in the State
of pupils who are neither to be controlled by parent or her, and
whose influence upon the school was injurious. Youths of this char-
acter should be reportable to a magistrate, or to some civil authority,
‘with power to commit to the Reform School. Such a law, properly
executed, would bring about a high order of diseipline in the szhools;
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thus render them more efficient, and save the State a large criminal
and pauper expense, not to speak of the incaleulable good which
would arise in reclaiming and reforming many of the youths who
otherwise will be an injury to society, and a source of misery to
themselves, while by this stroke of policy they frequently might be
come the most useful of citizens.

TEXT-BOOKS AND CRAMMING.

There are certain evils incident to our graded school system that
are £o pernicious in their workings, and so difficult to eradicate, that
a word of admonition and counsel cannot be withheld. T refer to
the practice of adhering with slavish exclusiveness to the text-book,
in the recitation exercises of the school-room, and the destructive con-
sequences of the process of cramming, which necessarily keeps
company with this practice.

Qertain ground must be gone over, a specified number of books
must be mastered, the pupil must store away in his memory a pre-
seribed number of facts, in just the order in which they are laid
down in the text-book, and within the brief time allotted to his grade,
or the coveted prize of promotion shall not be the award of his toil.
There is the book, with its number of pages, its facts, its observa-
tions, its processes, its questions carefully noted down for the teacher
to ask, and the pupil to diligently con out beforehand, and when
these have been gone over, and possibly reviewed, and the pupil, in

the exercise of a purely mechanical memory, and goaded on by a
system of marks as remorseless as the fates, though by no means
£0 exact, has sueceeded in shouldering the enormous load, the work
then is held to be done, and the boy or girl is crowned a victor in the
race. It will be seen that the idea of mental growth does not enter
at all into the system. Education thus becomes a mechanical pro

cess—a process of storing the mind, and not of training its faculties.
All awards are made according to competitive standards of the low-
est possible value in the economy of mind. Let the child displayan
Emwonmd faeility in acquiring and retaining a prodigions number of
isolated facts, in Arithmetic, Descriptive and Physical Geography,
Algebra, Natural Philosophy, History, Grammar, and so on to the
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end of the eatalogue, and his progress is immediately put up as the
ensample for the school, and all, irrespective of their varying capa-
cities, are pressed forward ruthlessly in the chase.

It is said that a certain teacher in one of the ward schools of an
Bastern city, when asked how his school could take first rank among
the schools of the city, when the whole method of instruetion that
prevailed in it was go purely technical and mechanical in its charac-
ter, frankly replied, “ The standing of my school depends upon the
percentage of correct answers my pupils give to the questions asked
in the annual examinations. These tests call for certain results, and
I am preparing my wares for the market. 1know I am not doing
the work I ought to do, but my standing as a teacher depends upon
my in ting these inations.” Says an eminent
anthority commenting on this avowal, “ All over the conntry there
are school officers who are thus unconsciously using the power put
into their hands to epoil the schools and corrupt the teachers.
Thorough, hionest culture is discouraged, and a premium is paid for
special cramming.” T am disposed to think this state of things is
alarmingly prevalent in our graded schools, and it is of the utmost
importance that we institute a search for the causes of the malady,
and suggest some steps toward its removal.

First. The evils alluded to may be said to be incident to a sys-
tem of graded schools, but T cannot think they are necessarily inhe-
rent in guch a system. If this were the case, we should lose no time
in abandoning the gystem, and tarning our energies to the discovery
of something better. We may grant, however, that the very exist-
ence of graded departments in schools to which all the children and
youth of the country have access, crowded as at least some of these
departments will be, and with but a limited teaching force in charge of
each one of them, renderit unavoidable that the individuality of the pu-
pil will to some extent be overlooked. The teacher can make headway
anly through the rigid classification of his pupils, and there is no
‘time for any very elose or prolonged study of the peculiarities of the
individual. The advancement must be mainly en masse, or at least

by groups, and it is inevitable that the slower pupils should suffer to

some extent in their competition with those who are more rapid in
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their progress. But under any system of classification this would
ba the case.

Second.  The number of studies imposed upon the pupil, the brief
time in which his varying tasks are to be prepared, the purely arbi-
trary limits that are assigned to each recitation, an:l the

hanical ination tests that are applied to indicate the
stages of his progress, aro some of the practices that are the
rasponsible sources of the evil of cramming in the public sehools,
Lot any mature person, with fuculties well trained, and a nervons
system capable of enduring the strain of prolonged and intense
mental application, put himself down to six hours continuous study
during each day, upon from four to six branches of widely varying
character and material, and see what must be the result simply as to
the condition of the mass he has succeeded in erowding into his
intellect. What a chaos ! And now suppose him to be driven on
from week to week, from month to month, and from year to year,
punctually, mereilessly, and in the most exacting rontine, in the samt;
n:mnd of unvarying acquisition, how would it be possible for him to
digest and assimilate anything with which his gorged intellect has
been crammed ! The over-burdened memory will be crushed as
Tarpein under the shields of the Sabines, by the superincumbent
mass of unused and unusable matter, In the case of the child, the
u.ulo.gyof this deceived and unfortunate danghter of the Roman
hngu still more aptly and sadly true ; for as Tarpeia coveted the
dazzling jewelry on the hands of the Sabine soldiery, and in seeking
to secure these found a grave under their crushing armor, 5o the
f‘lﬂ"’ﬂ*ﬂmﬁn&fﬂ'ﬂwsﬁwpﬁm as they puss, the glowing
pud.eut 'mu-h," which on examination days will determine their
standing in the esteem of the teacher, get not what these were sup-
posed to signify, genuine and abiding cultare, but & heavy, leaden
mass that will weigh down both body and mind. ’
Phynmlogmm tell us that three hours of continnons mental foil is
destructive of more tissne, and is altogether more exhausting to the
body than a whole day's application to manual labor. This announce-
ment, I believe, is based upon certain caleulations made by scien-
t.lﬂc men in the use of improved and delicate methods of investiga-
hou,wbmhmwmnthemaﬁnﬂyamthnwo need not for a mo-
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ment hesitate to accept their result as true. If true, it would be
well for teachers and school authorities to ponder deeply the un-
warranted physical injury they are inflicting upon children, in
keeping them closely confined in exhausting mental labors for six
hours during the day. The fact above announced is doubtless not
generally known to those having charge of our publie schools, and
the statement wonld perhaps be accepted by many only after de-
tailed examination and proof ; while to some it will appear as one
of those hasty assumptions of science which it frequently puts forth
upon a very imperfect and partinl accumulation of data. Any
grown man or woman, however, may have presumptive evidence of
the truth of this statement, by the simple experiment of three hours
of i tal application, as contrasted with six hours of manual
toil. The sense of weariness in either case will be an indication of
the relative amount of nervous force expended, and the experimenter
—if he has an eye to ease—will not be long in deciding in which
direction his choice shall turn.

To the popular mind there has always been a very wide and false
distinction between study and manual labor. It is one of the in-
veterate superstitions of the common people, that « brain work™ is a
species of ease, which some men, exercising greater shrewdness than
their fellows, and taking advantage of their necessities, are wrong-
fully stealing from the public industries of society, and to which of
course the brawny arms and toughened frame of the laborer are
compelled to yield an unwilling service. But science reverses this
judgment, and demonstrates that « brain work ™ is the most difficult of
all kinds of work, and is actually attended with a greater waste of
bodily tissue, than the protracted and heavy toil of the laborer in
the field or the mechanie in the shop.

Nevertheless, it is a painful truth that this false maxim isin no
small degree implicated in the great frand and injury, which the evil
of eramming entails upon the teachers and children in our public
schools. Study is not work; and the children must therefore be
driven through their tasks, for the whole six hours, or nearly, with all

the speed and steam, which the most active, energetic, and exacting

teacher can command. Possibly the teacher knows better, as in the
case just alloded to in one of our Eastern cities; but the school
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authorities are convinced that study is not work; and since this
position of oféwm cum dignitate can be maintained only at the ex-
pense of the heavy burden of taxation, they are pledged to their
e itntents that a sunitable return shall be made in the rapidity
with which their hired servants shall drive the children through lhci.r
hooks. Teachers therefore do bow to this maxim, and the process
of eramming goes vigorously on, though they know that the tender and
immature intellects of the children are carrying burdens heavy g
enongh to crush the spirit of a man. y
Ido not wish to be understood as intimating that the children of
our graded schools, as a matter of fact, study too much for their
good; for the system, to the extent to which it is unnatural and op-
pressive, will unfailingly have its connter irritants in the listlessness
and shirking habits of the children. But the painful truth is, that
whether the pupil promptly meets the requirements of the system or
not, whether he be dutiful or istless, prompt and faithful in preparing
his allotted task, or dilatory and cabbaging in his habits, the mental
and moral damage resulting is abont the same. Too many branches
are crowded into too brief a time,—subjects are undertaken in no
natural order,—the routine is set over against any and all demands
which the self-active intellect of the child may make,—the law of
mental growth utterly ignored, the aim for the most part being to
compnss & given quantity of text-book information before the deci-
sive examinations have come about. :
Third. Text-books have simply conformed to this deranged condi-
tion of public sentiment, and the consequence is, they have been
poured into the schools in countless numbers, each one rival-
ing the others, it would seem, in the general attempt to make all in-
struction technical and dull. The matter has been so fined up, and
8o parceled into paragraphs, and distributed in questions, and so
duintily reduced to technical tit-bits and powders, thatthe child might
as well almost be required to mold dry flour into statuary, or build
up loose feathers into a tabric, as to get from his disjointed text-book
a living conception of the theme it has in hand. As each branch has
thus been crumbled, so to speak, to suit the mouths of the little
ones, 8o likewise, have the several branehes been set at wide reaches
apart, so that in all this class of literature we know of no instance in
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which the great law of the consensus of the sciences is at all recog-
nized. T think, with Herbert 8 , that all g culture must
proceed according to this law. The bmnclws pursned in the public
schools, as their larger counterparts in the scientific world, have their
points of interlacing and commingling which cannot fail to excite the
inquiry, and arouse the latent energies of the youthful mind. In the
present isolated condition of these branches, the mind of the youth
" very readily falls into a tread-mill, and the mechanical methods that
are resorted to, to keep his interest aglow, are soon felt to be intolera-
bly irksome and dull.

We must have text-books in our public schools. It is not the de-
sign of these remarks to hint, even remotely, the possibility of dis-
pensing with them in our methods of instruction. In their most im-
perfect shape they are an invaluable aid to the teacher, and may be
made an equally serviceable instrument in the hands of the children.
But it is undeniable that, as at present constructed, they are forget-
ful of the office of the teacher, and are chiefly ambitious, it would
soem, to invent some expedient by which the self-activity of
the pupil’s intellect shall be kept ut bay. Inmany cases under the
title of elementary works, they earry with them such a burden of fine
print tations, technical amplifications, and extended critical
matter, that the ongml design is evidently smothered out in the exe-
cution. If it be insisted that this additional matter is inserted for
the benefit of the teacher, it will be proper to ask, why insert it in a
book that is intended primarily for the use of children ¢ Why not
let the teacher have a book especially adapted to his benefit, from
which the one to be used in the class-room shall be really an elemen-
tary epitome ! I can conceive no plan more judicious and rational
than this, since in this larger work, the teacher could be fully fur-
nished with all the information he may need, and the points indica-
ted, and the methods suggested for stirring up the pupil’s mind to
such discoveries as it may be able to make for itself. Certainly,
when the child's mind goes out on a tour of intellectual exploration
undertaken in its own behalf, whatever attainment it may make, it
will feel to bepermanently and solidly its own; and, besides, enjoy the

benefits resulting from the g'low and exhilavation of pursuit, which if

not the whole of education is certainly its grand preponderating
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element. A text-book in the hands of a child, should contain only
matter enough to be suggestive of lines of thought and research,
which he may prosecute under the gnidance of a teacher, to original
and fresh discoveries of his own.

We await, therefore, with great anxiety such a reform in the prep-
aration of our ®lementary text-books, as shall reduce the number
and size of them, within such limits as will afford room for the indi-
viduality of the teacher to go out in untramelled methods at the
time of hearing recitations, and give scope to the self-active powers
of the pupil.  Brevity—brevity—is the great desideratum. The
amount of ground over which the pupil is to be led, or pushed, pre-
senting to him for the most part the appearanceof a vast sandy
waste of unintelligible verbiage and stuff, must be cut down, and
made to smile with verdure, and swarm with living objects, among
which the children may walk, and talk, and feel familiarly at home.
The number of branches usually crowded into each grade, and to
which the order of the school-room requires the children every few
moments to be successively turning, must be greatly reduced ; and,
from the seant material of the text-book, the teacher must learn,
throngh repeated reviews and untiring recurrence to principles
already mastered, to aid the pupils in building up a structure of their
own.

I can see no way by which the evil of cramming, and the super-
ficial training, so often and so justly charged upon our public
school system, can be avoided except by some process of wholesale
praning among the text-books, and such remodcled Normal train-
ing for teachers, as will secure them, first of all, against the con-
tagion they would avoid communicating to the schools. Both in the
preparation of text-books, and in the methods of instruction adopted
in the school-room, the grand controlling principle should be, that all
gennine culture involves a process of mental growth, and that this
law is especially applicable to the mataring mind of the child. Tt
was this principle that the immortal Pestalozzi strove for a lifetime
to install as a supreme canon in the pedagogical art, and which the
most recent and reliable developments of the psychological and phys-
iological sciences, only the more unqualifiedly commend to an absorb-
ing place in all normal and just methods of instruction for the young.

10
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INTUITIONAL AND OBJECTIVE TEACHING.

Progress in the art of teaching is indicated by cerfain marked
epochs of reaction against the formalism of long established methodst
and the discovery or modification of some underlying principle in
accordance with which the existing methods are to be fashioned
anew. The same law prevails here as elsewhere, the enthusiasm of
the first stages of a newly inaugurated movement gradually sne-
eumbs to the coaventionalism and hanism of routine, when, the
time having arrived for another step to be taken, a fresh discovery is
enunciated and all the sluggish forces of the time are stirred into
vigor under its quickening impulse and direction,

In the history of education no era is more distinguished than that
which Pestalozzi introduced. This great philanthropist and educator
originated the most signal reform in the training of young minds—
the most radical, far-reaching, and philosophieal that has ever been
undertaken by man. The movement reaches down to our own time,
and promises still more splendid results in the years to come. Like
all noted characters who stand for the ruling ideas of the age in
which they live, he “ builded wiser than he knew.” Ie started on
the assumption that all methods of education to be normal, should
be natural, and immediately put his own hand to the work of revolu-
tionizing the systems of instruction he found around him. This idea
he would make supreme : The child is pre-eminently a creature of
sense. It lives and revels in the objects around it and therefore
those objects, and not dry abstract and itions should be
the material of its study.

Things, and not words, that was the motto. Give the child what
it ean see, and hear,and feel ; and from the known properties of
such objects it will ascend by the common route of all true discovery
to other attributes which are yet to be known. Pestalozzi plied his
contemporaries with the question, how in the first instance is the
area of human knowledge extended in any line of research what-
ever ! What is the law, what the process by which Newton, for
example, found his way into the very arcana of science, and brought

bl
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out thence the grand revelations for which the ages had been wait-
ing I OF course it was easy to answer that Newton ascended from
the known to the unknown. Here was the apple, and yonder the
star. Terrestrial gravitation now known to be the law by which the
apple falls to the ground, would apply as well to the apple whether it
left its bough, here in the vale of Lincolnshire, or yonder, on the top
of the highest mountain in the world. Perhaps that law avails for
objects higher than the highest mountain, perhaps for the moon, per-
haps for the stars ; and from data actually gathered from these
flying planets, he figured it up and found it was so. Since the days
of Bucon men were asking Nature qnestions, and she never had
failed to respond eventually to their inquiries. And now the theory
was, that the children, under the direction of a competent teacher,
should make up their own discoveries in the same way ; should in-
terrogate things until the law of their being had burst in upon their
intellects, and the formula expressing the same had been made up by
themselves.

The idea took entire possession of Pestalozzi ; and henceforth his
whole life was given up to the work of drawing out and elaborating
his scheme. Ttis a significant fact that his own efforts toward real-
izing his plan were for the most part a series of diversified experi-
ments with the most disheartening and unsatisfying results Fail-
ure followed upon failure, and yet his enthusiasm and depth of con-
viction only gathered fire and intensity from each successive dis-
pointment. Tle organized schools and wrote books; indeed, he
sacrificed all he had and lavished out his life in the great reform
In order to gain the attention of the masses he subsidized fiction and
embodied his ideas in certain tales of surpassing sweetness and
power, which immediately took hold of the popular mind.

Tt will suffice to say that the system he inangurated spread itself
rapidly throughout the Enropean States and extended itself into our
own country. It practically gave to Prussis its peerless system of
public schools which has been the pole-star of educationists in all
other parts of the civilized world. Whatever of superiority tha,
system has, it owes directly to the infasion of Pestalozzianism in itt
and 1o the new moral impulse which the whole work of popular in-
struction received through that movement. Commending itself to
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the great minds of all countries, it was transplanted, almost within
the life-time of its founder, to Prussia, Germany, Sardinia, Gre%
Denmark, England and many of the colonies of Great Britain, and
throngh the munificence of Wm. MacClure, and the labors of Jos,
Neef, a disciple of Pestalozzi, it g 1 a foothold in 1809 on Amer-
can soil, through a systematic, though somewhat inauspicious effort,
in the city of Philadelphia. The system was introduced and modi.
fied in adaptation to the Anglo Saxon mind and character in the
best schools of Canada, and the celebrated Normal and Model |
schools of Toronto sprang up as by magic at the inspiration of its
touch. These schools were visited by Prof. E. A. Sheldon, of
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alike be subject to the regnaney of his laws. What, therefore, more
recently has been called the scientific method is but the ola Pesta-
lozzian Objective Method matrienlated in the new era of science.
Immense treasures of intellectual wealth have been brought into this
common store-house, and the leading scientific minds of the age are
committed to give it whatever increase of opportunity and extent of
range their influence will afford. It was the aim of Pestalozzi—a
dream rather, which modern scientists have with varying success at-
tempted to actunlize—to classify the seiences in such natural order
a8 should conform to the successive stages in the development of the

Oswego, New York, who incidentally found there the books pub- |
lished by the “ Home and Colonial Society ™ on el tary instrue-
tion ; these he bronght home with him, together with pictures, and
other apparatus used in illustrating the lessons, and such practical
hints in organization and method as those promising schools afforded.
There goon sprang up in that place under the enterprising and per-
sistent labors of this indefatigable educator, an Institution, which,
until the present time, has maintained the character of being
great conter of objective teaching in the United States. Thence i
all directions, in schools of all sorts, Normal Schools, Schools
applied science, Institutes, Teachers’ Associations, Academies,
Colleges, indeed everywhere, the system has taken more or less roabl
In the public schools especially the whole system of primary in-
struetion has been revolutionized by the introduction of these
methods, and the higher departments of our graded school system
have felt the same refashioning influence to an extent scarcely less
perceptible.

The whole movement has been largely abetted by the predomina-
ting scientifie tendencies of the age. Simultaneous with it, or per-
haps constituting with it an integral part of a general movewment of
modern gociety as a whole, there occurred a revival of science ; a
80 gigantic have been its strides, and so wonderful its revoluti
that all things seemingly have bowed to its sumpremacy. Even
higher ranges of psychological thinking have for a time succumbed
to the newly installed and confident formulas of the indefatigable
scientist, demanding that the world, society, God and the soul, shall

1 mind, and thus secure for the system an application to all the
higher branches of a broad and seientific culture.

As our yonng State has already displayed a deep interest in this
movement, and has made systematic efforts toward the realization
of its sdvantages, it may not be amiss in this connection, to indicate
some points in which the system will admit of a more liberal con-
struction,

There are certain obvious benefits which lie always within the
embrace of this system, wherever teachers have the energy and
skill to carry it into practice. These the good heart and great genius
of Pestalozzi enabled him to see, although neither in theory nor prac-
tice was he ever able to give them any fitting illustration to the
world.  For example, the child from the earliest days of its tutelage,
being required to see for itself by the aroused activity of its intellect,
the attributes and uses of objeets, and to advanee only as it sees
them, the besetting evil of high pressure progress will be avoided,
and there will be a very happy and natural adjustment, of the
forms of instruction to the slowly unfolding stages of development
in the mind of the pupil. The memory will not be cultivate! at
the expense of other faculties, nor overtaxed and weakenod by
crushing loads of mere verbal rubbish. The perceptive facultics
will get the sharpening they require, and the powers of observation
be trained to just those habits of accuracy and patience of invesii-
gation sehich the ocenpations and duties of aetive life will most ur-
gently demand. The pupil being assisted by the teacher, only in
a limited degree, is stirred to self-activity, and a genial excitement

renders his school hours pleasurable, and he is almost imperceptibly
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drawn into those habits of self-c 1 and e , which may
be defined to be edueation in brief. We find also music and draw-
ing, and the systematic culture of the physical powers coming iuto
such places of prominence and importance, through the agency of
this system, as they would not otherwise have attained.
Indeed, it must be confessed that whatever may have been the
original defects of the system, both as to philosophy and method, our
whole scheme of popular instruction, and the teacher’s art generally,
is more largely indebted to this reform of Pestalozzi, than can be
drawn ont and indicated in words. It has established the principle,
which if advocated as a hobby, must still be held as the hobby of
hobbies, that all just education must aim at the uniform and har
monions development of all the bodily and spiritual powers of the
child. *The science of edueation is a theory of stimulation, or the
right application of the best motives.” “ The development of man
commences with natural perecptions through the senses; its highest
attainment is intellectually the exercise of reason; practically indepen-
dence.”  “The means of independence and self-maintenance is spon-
taneous activity.” “ Practical eapacity depends much more upon the
po ion of intellectual and corporeal power, than upon the amount
of knowledge. The chief aim of all education should therefore be
the development of these powers.” In brief, Pestalozzianism con-
templates, as the end of all educational methods, the the training af
the pupil to spontancous activity, by means of knowledge aoguived
by the prresptions. Aboveall, the system iscapable, when generously
and skillfully managed, of awakening the pure sensibilities of child-
ren and bringing them upon such terms of respect and affection for
the teacher, as will make it easy for him to preserve the parental
elements of his office, and maintain in them the moral and filial feel-
ings they should never lose. This is a point upon which Pestalozzi
laid special emphasis, and to which indeed the very genius and
machinery of his system was made to couform, i
But notwithstanding the large e of this sy
had, and its unquestioned capacity for still grander and more
nent results, it is a fact worthy of notice that, in this country at '
there is a prevailing sentiment of disappointment in its use.
this is, it is somewhat difficult to say. Sometimes the fragmentary
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and unsystematized manner in which the methods are introduced is
considered the chief source of failure in their use ; sometimes the
want of enthusiasm and trained skill on the part of the teacher ; at
other times the absence of apparatus and such appliances as should
be eonveniently at hand when the living senses of the pupils are to be
almost exclusively addressed ; and not unfrequently the whole diffienlty
is charged upon the readiness with which teachers fall into the blind
use of the text-books prepared to illustrate the methods—reducing to
dull word-routine a system which claims it as its special distinetion,
that it is free from that particular kind of thraldom. Generally,
there i no disposition to impute blame to the system, but rather to
those who, without capacity, attainments, or disposition, assume to
practice it in the school-room. It is also hinted, in certain quarters,
that no exclusive scheme of education, no specified methods of in-
struction, should be allowed to dominate in the school-room ; that
the life of the her, his cl ter, his insight, his tact, his experi-
ence, and all those personal traits and attainments which go to make
up the sum of his qualifications for the work, must supplement, and
may be safely relied on as an adequate equivalent for, any method
that may be thought conducive to the gool of the pupil. And it is
to be granted that all fixed methods do readily and imperceptibly
glide into conventionalism and form, and thereby become a clog to
all true development in the pupil, and a horrid incubus upon the
spontaneity and inventive skill of the teacher. But here is a system
that aims to arouse the spontaneous activity of the child, and both
in theory and method professes to compass that end by stimulating
exactly the same exercise in the teacher. It must be borne in mind
that Pestalozzianism is a systematic effort to relieve the teacher and
save the pupil from the blight of conventional methods in the school-
room, by suggesting such forms of instruction as are capable of in-
finite expansion and freshness; and if Pestalozzi and his followers
have unwittingly fallen into the evil they set out to avoid, certainly the
underlying principles of the system they projected cannot fairly be
charged with the result.

Perhaps an examination of those principles will reveal certain
points wherein the system is capable of such healthful expansion, as
will give it a wider application and a fresher interest with those who
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in & measure have felt themselves baffled in its nse. It has been
facetiously said of Pestalozzi, that it was his grand mission o teach
ideas and not children. No juster estimate conld be made of him,
and yet we have, in this fact, an intimation of the source whence
nnmi)erless evils may have taken their rise. If the impulse which
that great man gave to the educational enterprise of mankind, was
almost wholly theoretical, reaching so far, and penetrating so pro-
foundly into the very heart of civilization, we should expect that the
practical minds, springing up in the wake of so powerful a move-
ment, to give it shape in methods and reduce it to some sort of a
working system, would be in danger of accepting too implicitly the
theoretical postulates of their leader. And then, also, it will follow,
that methods ontwardly embodying principles that are not in con-
formity with the nature of things, and which will not hold their
ground before the progress of discovery, will nevertheless have
gained, in process of time, a right of pre-occupancy in the venera-
tion and esteem of those who have used them, and will be very dif-
fienlt to dislodge even after their theoretical props have slipped from
beneath them.  Still another impediment is in the way. When sei-
ence has brought new truths to light, and the masters in any system
have come to that stage in their practice, where they feel that their
regime is somehow out of proportion with the line of discovery in
their pursuit, and precisely to that extent, behind the age, becomes
often a problem of most intricate solution as to how the correspond-
ing advance in practice is to be made. This I conceive to be the
embarrassing attitude in which the objective method now s'ands.
The strictures T make, however, are not intended in the spirit of de-
teaction, but are offered as suggestive of certain lines of theory now
eircumscribing the system, but which may be pushed ferward to
more comprehensive results.

We observe then that according to Pestalozzi, the beginning of all
knowledge is observation; and the last point to be obtained is to se-
eure a clear notion of the ohject observed. To use his own lan-
guage, = if I look back and ask myself what T have really done to-
ward the improvement of the methods of elementary instruetion, I find
that, in recognizing observation as the absolute basis of all knowledge.
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I have established the first and most important principle of instruc-
tion, and that setting aside all particular systems of instruction, I
have endeavored to discover what ought to be the character of the
instruction itself, and what are the fundamental laws according &
which the education of the hwman race must be determined by na
ture.” The scope of this announcement will become apparent
when Pestalozzi indicates the extent to which he trusts observation
forall the elements of knowledge.  Accordingly we find him insist-
ing: “That observation isthe absolute basis of all knowledge, in
other words, that all knowledge must proceed from observation, and
must admit of being retraced to that source.” Now the utmost we
can say is that all our elements of knowledge are related more or
less direetly to the material furnished to the mind by its perceptive
faculties, but not by any means that they are all capable of being
retraced to that source. Let us pat this principle to the test and see
if' it is true,

The attainment of clear notions or adequate conceptions of things is
the coveted goal in this system. A notion is a conception, and a con-
ception is a scheme of thought which will include all the particnlar
objeets of & class, but will not specifically answer to any one of them.
In the analytieal study of objects, which in the original Pestalozzian
formula, was limited to number, form, and langnage, with observa-
tion as the absolute basis of all knowledge, the pupils way could
not be prepared to any such general scheme of thought, because the
fundamental eanons of the system would not admit of it. What the
child could see, and hear, and feel, and having thus apprehended
could name, was theoretically the finished material of his knowledge.
The processes of abstraction and generalization, which the mind
spontaneously adopts in arriving at clear conceptions of things, or
what is the same thing, comprehensive sohiemes of thought for a just
classification of things, were not taken into the account; and it is
feared that subsequent efforts have not much extended these original
limite.

This maxim that observation is the absolute basis of all knowledge
isa beguiling one, and capable of narrowing any sphere of thought,
and rendering it untrue to nature. It will be remembered, that Pes-
talozzi in enunclating it, does not confine it in its application to ele-

11 .
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mentary instruction , where, by common consent, its free use is most
fruitful of good results; but he makes it * the fi | law ae-
cording to which the education of the human race must be deter-
mined by natare.” No doubt these schemes of thought must be
genenli;ed from diverse acts of observation, and, without the intelli-
gent exarcise of the sense-perceptions, could not result, but objeet-
ive teaching in the design of its original founder, had not this scope.
Absolutely, observation will not furnish a thought-form capable of
covering all the particulars of a class, but fitted to none. Superadded
to the aet of perception there is a distinct mental operation in concep-
tion, which is not referable to this origin. There is what has been
technically called a connecting process, in which the mind, ceasing
to be an observing agent, becomes a discursive energy to put together
observed ph into an inclusive sul or nature, whereby
the flitting app of the get to be real and substantial
entities. The cry, therefore, for “real things,” as the effective in-
strnments for the education of mankind, as determined by nature, is
one which we may justly heed, provided observation and the sense-
perceptions shall not be held as the exclusive and immediate source
of this element of reality, which gives to things their superior edu-
cating power in the world. An error here will, at least, greatly nar-
row the range of a system otherwise comprehensive in its aim, and
grand in its results.

Of one thing we may be certain—notwithstanding the ascendant
thinking of the age has done its best to undermine the position—
that the eoncept, to use the terminology of the schools, is the inter-
mediate ground for the intuitions of Perception on the one hand, and
the intuitions of Reason on the other. All the elements ard materials
of our knowledge are intuitive in their origin—Reason furnishing
her stores from above, and the Sense pouring in her products from
below. In the conception, these materials commingle and are elab-
orated, arranged, and made permanent by those mediate, symbolic and
logieal processes, without which they would be formless and void.
Now it seems an aim eufficiently grand and inspiring to originate a
system of instruction, that shall recognize these higher and lower in-
tuitions, as the exhaustive inlets of our knowledge, and shall so

arrange its methods, that the child from the very dawn of its being
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may get the benefits of such a system; but a movement that system-
atically shuts up the bigher avenues of the Reason, with the design
of limiting the child, for its material, within the eircumseribed range
of the senses, and attempts, in this way, a scheme of education
most conformed to nature, and best adapted to the harmonious and
complete development of the unfolding powers of the mind, a move-
ment deliberately conceived with these limitations, and thrown into
this groveling world, would merit our promptand unqualified denun-
ciation,

The very term objective , &8 it carries with
it a kind of implied acquiesence with the absolutely materialistic and
blighting theories of Roussean, and seems to be in conspiracy with
the more plansible and scientific effurts of the modern physiological
school, who would exclude metaphysics altogether from any partici-
pation whatever in our educational schemes. It is to be regretted
that the broader appellation, Intwitional Instruction, had not in the
early stages of the movement supplanted a term which was prac-
tically a misnomer to begin with, and which has, all along, only be-
trayed the movement into the hands of those who cannot safely be
entrusted with it. The name, as we shall see in the remarks that
follow, is & most valuable and indispensable auxiliary to a right con-
coption of anything, and if it is an adequate embodiment of that
conception, will hold present attainments steady, until the line of
discovery has gone out into ampler fields. Intuitional Instruction
would have more aptly designated the reform as it took shape prac-
tically in the hands of Pestalozzi, and his disciples, and would have
saved the movement from the long felt incongruity and embarrass-
ment of a lofty aim, shut in and kept back by the partial, theoretical
formulas in which it was conceived.

The mind gets all its materials in the exercise of its intuitive fac-
ultics. But the Reason is an intuitive faculty as well as the Sense.
Unhappily, at the time the objective method was originated, this fact
had not yet fully asserted its claim to aceeptance, and in the reactions
of these after<days, it has been systematically ignored and denied.
Nevertheless, all earnest and cultured educators who have had the
courage to test the validity of psychological statements in the prac-
tical detail of their profession, must unite in the protest, that, if’ the

e
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objective method is the exponent, in the sphere of pedagogics, of
the philosophical views of such men as John Stuart Mill, Herbert
Spencer, J. D. Herbert, Huxley, Bain and Maudsley, it has no right
to exist a single day in the school-room. The announcement may
have the tone of dogma, but it is made with no disposition to under-
rate the extraordinary and very valuable sciontific labors of these
gentlemen, or to subject their theories to any species of ad caplan-
dum review. Having listened patiently to every plea they have to
offer, for making the material world alike the source and receptical
of all mental power and product, we cannot allow that these last and
most brilliant champions of the sensational sehool, have in the least
degree, invalidated the testimony of consciousness, or abated one jot
from the reality and authority of those great first truths which the
Reason as organ afforde.

The very vagueness of the theoretical results which these great
seiantists offer to us, as a substitute for the rational intuitions we
cherish, is prima facie evidence against them. The mind has no
compartments they say,—no faculties—no diverse organs, throngh
which its activities are played forth in definitely ascortainable ways.
Both the associational and cerebral psychologists resolve all mental
activities and products into the single power of the assoctation of
idaas, and beyond this they think all alleged discoverios concerning
the nature and constitution of the human mind a deceptions play upon
empty words. Association is the soul's single fanction and the soli-
tary law of all its ideas. Where, then, are the boasted a priori,
fundamental, necessary truths with which we thought the higher
insight of Reason supplied us, and which we have been accustomed
to regard as materinl for knowledge infinitely more substantial and
abiding, than the flesting ph of the t  Ave they lost
in the single principle of association, itself not an active exercise of
a self-asserting, conscious ego, but simply a mode of reflex mental or

nervous activity, responding to some impression made on the senso-
vium! Space, time, substance, cause, reciprocal action, all our cher-

ished ideals of perfection,—the good, the beautiful, the true, God, the
soul, immortality, and all those lofty sentiments which we thought

the creative energy of the mind was capable of infusing into the
otherwise meaningless products of imagination and fancy,—is there
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no organ for these ! Then, indeed, must they be relinquished as
valid el t& in any sch of instruction, and in their stead, we
must fall back upon the ©inseparable association™ of John Stuart
Mill, or upon the same principle exalted by a “fixed tendency to
recurrence” to the ultimate authority of @ priori trath, as advocated
by Herbert Spencer.

There is still one other alternative, but it is more revolting than
all. We may take the doctrine of the correlation of physical forces
as our guide, and, regarding the soul as the metamorphose, or highly
differentiated equivalent of the nervous energy of the brain, we may
find in what is termed © the coaction and coalescence of nerve move-
ments and nerve cells,” the solution of our difficulty with reference
to these primary beliefs. They are the automatic discharges of nerv-
ous energy over certain “ well-worn paths ” in the cerebral domain,
which for aught that appears in the speculation, were opened by acei-
dont. This view, however, is too grossly material to be for a mo-
ment entertained, and, is additionally disreputable, in the fact, that it
has purloined its psychology from sources in which the entity of spirit
las some sort of formally recognized right to be. To these sources
the varions schools of associationalists, who are certainly most active
and fruitful in their educational devisings, at the present time, who
are urging many salutary reforms, and who aim at the entire
recongtruetion of our edueational methods, upon the basis of what
they are pleased to denominate the seientifie, in distinetion from
the metaphysioal view of the human mind,—to these we must
attend, as, at least, entitled to considerate treatment on premises,
where they are accustomed to assert their right supreme.

It is evident that the “ Herbert Spencer Seminary,” at Eagles-
wood Park, N. J., inseribing the « Natural Maethod” ov its banner,
must proceed upon the assumption that the psychological principles
of this profound thinker, will furnish the natural method in aceord-
ance with which its instruetion is to be imparted. Objective teach-
ing, no doubt, will be skillfully practiced there, but intuitional in-
gtrnetion, in any broad or just aceeptation of the term, is shut off,
by a faregone advertisement, from even a right to be held on trial in
its elasses. And yet there ean be no objection to Herbert Spencer,
or any other of the scientific galaxy, becoming the presiding geniu'
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of our educational system, provided only that such regnant thinker
can make it clear that his philosophy will certainly bring down the
“ natural method ” to the world. The natural method is a method
in conformity with the nature of the child. Is the child a compact
physiological unit, oris it a compound being made up of body and
soul ¥ Our methods in the school-room will be at points of the
direst antagonism, nccording as we take the one or other of these
lLostile positions. 'With John Stuart Mill “ there is no world but
matter,” and with Herbert Spencer, the logical nadir of his system
gives us nothing more.

I'am not now intent to say that the theories of inseparable asso-
ciation, and automatic nervous action, have not made invaluable
contributions to the pedagogics of this century. Just the opposite
of this I believe to be true.  But when it comes to putting forth an
exclusive claim to the “natural method” based upon a psychology
which has it as its special distinction, that it has destroyed all confi-
dence in the existence of any substantial spiritual eatity, and inter-
dicted science from any wider field than that of the flitting phe-
nomena of the sense ; which scientifically annuls the immortal per-
son we thought the child to be, and shuts down and smothers all
those elements of infinity, which, in the shape of absolute ideas, we
thought kis higher intuitions were able to embrace ; when such
theories of human nature arrogate to themselves the right to pre-
seribe to the school-master the natural method par ewcellence, no
sense of indebtedness for profound discoveries in the relation of
ideas or the residual habits of the nerve cells in their centres, should
withhold us from entering our most emphatic protest.

It is no fitting place to enter into a defense of fundamental truth.
My aim is simply to indicate certain sure tokens of incapacity, on the
part of the associational theories, to take our educational methods
fully and finally into their hands. It is evident that the training of
our children, to be solid and true, should exercise them with the * real
things * which was the watchword of the old Pestalozzian system.
But suppose now that those ideal things which we have been accus-
tomed to consider the solid abiding elements of the world of mind—
eternal verities, coming down to be the informing law of all the gath-
ered experienceof the senses, and make the dead product alive with the
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creative energy of a self-active and world subduing spirit, are now
vaporized into the mere formalities of thought, which may or may
not be as they are, according as the caprices of association may turn
them this way or that—how then shall we have heart to inspire in
youth a high purpose to grapple with the phantasmagoria of an illu-
sivedream. “John Stuart Mill resolves the belief in any necessary
truths, even the simplest mathematical postulates or axioms, into in-
separable association, and gravely suggests that their opposites
would be, and appear just as axiomatic to a community differently
trained.” Herbert Spencer in effect does the same, * when he makes
the a priori necessii' under which he accepts the necessary truths
to be itself the p of a tendency first acquired by frequent
association, and then augmented into an inseparable connection,
which, being transmitted with increased force through may genera-
tions of material aud cerebral organismg, reappears at last in the
form of a priori knowledge.”

There is therefore no absolute trath, according to this system, no
infinite ideals to be hung up before the children, no ocean of immen-
sity npon which, as tender but hopeful adventurers, they are invited
to lasunch. The “ natural method ™ will discourage all such finprofit-
able dreaming, and hem the pupil in to just that range of sensations
which the present stimuli will produce, and such other logical pro-
duet as association may conjure from this digjointed material.

Poetry, and the deep revealings of human language, and history;
all those humanities with which literature and art are conversant;
the hints canght of eternity, and the enduring life in the expanse of
which the universes nestle, and a'l finite intelligences float and are
happy; the principles of morality and religion, strong and deep ele-
ments in human nature, find no legitimate place in a system whose
sole material is sensations, and the association in which these sensa-
tions have come to dwell after long and fortuitous fellowship with
each other. Phenomena! that is all; the rest has fallen under the
ban of science, and there is absolutely no scope

—*“For those first affections,
Those shadowy recollections,
‘Which be they what they mny,
Are yet the fountain-light of all our day,
Are yet the master light of all our seeing,
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Uphold us, cherish, and bave power to make
Our noisy years seem moments in the being
Of the eternal Silence : truths that wake,

To perish never—
‘Which neither listl

Nor man nor boy,
Nor all that is at enmity with joy,
Can utterly abelish or destroy 1"

nor mad end A

That method is not natural which concentrates force wholly upon
the powers of observation and reflection in the pupil, turning over
meantime the whole ideal side of his nature to blank barrenness and
negleet.  Whatever benefit may acerue to thes@bworld-ward facultios
that wait npon the senses, and are thus sharpened to see accurately
and profoundly the lik and differences of things, it is a poor
return, & very sorry compensation for the systematic dwarfing of the
higher nature, which must with equal pace have proceeded with its
work of death. For where is the soul # Pheomena being the absalute
limit of all scientific research in this direction, how shall the school-
master know that his pupils have sonls, when, lest he shall blunder-
ingly regard them as separate, personal, self-conscions, spiritaal be-
ings, he must constantly repeat the formula of his school, that «the
mind is a series of feelings with a back-ground of permanent possi-
bilities of feelings.” The faculties are gone. The self-activity in
which Pestalozzi believed, and which he framed his methods to
evoke, is rednced at last to cerebral responses to impressions on the
neryous system. Substance and being have alike gone down into
the inanity of mere * possibilities,” prepared for them in the new
philosophy ; there si neither solid objectivity to the universe lying
without, nor true personality to God and the soul within ; where,
then, are there any “real things” with whieh our educational meth-
ods may make themselves the instruments of power. The child is
only & “possibility,” a little, restless back-ground for a series of
sensations that may float into the brain. And if he lay his hand
on an apple, in his object lesson, it will be with no allowed sugges-
tion of the fruit in Eden, or the kindly pippin that left its bough in
Lincolnshire to tell the great Newton of the revolving stars; or the
shimmer of autamn orchards ; or the rollicking twilights of winter
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parings. These are not sensations, and worst of all sowe of these
scenes involve the recollection of past sensations, and the fact of
personal identity meanwhile subsisting ; and on this rock John Sta-
art Mill confesses that his system foundered.

But the apple is a substance ; and, instead of looking immedi-
ately upon that underlying substratum which the senses will not re-
veal, and which we leng had thought there was a high spiritual
organ to see, we must now hold for ourselves, though the child had
best not be taught it that substance is nothing per se, no more than
the sky is the aznre ganze our childhood conceived it, but only an ideal
abstraction that has worked itself into inseparable connection with
the qualities perceived. Does it suffice to be told that, for all prac-
tical purposes with the children, it is enough that the sensations are
real, and enough to know that the utmost care and judgment will be
requisite in their training, to ensure the future usefulness and hap-
niness of their subject in the world. But so neither the boy’s con-
sciousness, nor that of the man will testify, The moment intelli-
gence dawus, there are both qualities and substances for the child,
the one as really and validly as the other. Are there two sets of
faculties to take cognizance, intuitively of phenomena and being re-
spectively, then, must these faculties be recognized as equally con-
stituent of the nature of the child, and equally entitled to a share
in the methods of instruction we adopt.

Once more.  In putting in & plea for Intuitional Instruction we
design no detraction or curtailment of objective teaching, but only
its timely release from the limitations to which the associational
theory would confine it. Intuition is an immediate beholding ; and
it works & tremendous difference upon our methods, and involves
little less than the entire morale of the profession, if the tenet of a
higher intuitive faculty co-ordinating & lower be accepted or rejected.
All admit the immeasurable superiority of that method of instruc-
tion which first puts the concrete within reach of the apprehending
intellect, and provides it thus with the material on which its reflect-
ive powers may work out whatever result they can. The simple snd
even ungystematized object lessons of the primary school are pro-
ductive of more healthful and permanent results both as to disei-
pline and furnishing, than can be attained by the most rigid drill in

12
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the hum-drum of words, or the most brilliant fusillading in elass re-
gime, Chemistry learned by actual experiments in the laboratory, is
more thoroughly mastered than if attempted in the memorized forms
of the text-book, and meantime, the sweetness and normal enthusi-
asm of the epirits are kept up,—an advantage which no instructor
ean afford to lose. And so on—the qualifying clause must be in-
gerted—whenever the nature of the study is such that the objects under
consideration can be immediately present to the senses. But shall

this econcrete, so valuable as an educator, have no farther reality for

us than mere sensation can insure ! Condillac so thought; John
Stuart Mill repeats; and Alexander Bain is emphatically of this
view. This whole school more or less implicitly teach that reflection
is but transformed sensation, and that all mental endowment and all
mental product are limited to this. Is it so? Witness the result.

First, the very scientific form into which these savans would have
our knowledge cast, cannot, for want of substance, command our
confidence for a single moment. Science ! Science ! says Herbert
Spencer, alone is adequate to the ends of complete living in the
world. Even the moral instruetion we wounld communicate to our
children, aceording to this subtle reasoner, avails only as it comes to
them in a thoroughly scientific shape. But now what chance is
there for science when all absolute truths, all informing ideas, all
conditioning laws have vanished under their logical vivisections.
Take, for example, this discursive region of the mind in which they
delight to revel. “There are but two roads,” says Mr. Mill, “ by
which truth can be discovered ; observation and reasoning ; obser-
vation, of course including experiment.” One can imagine how
happily that declaration would have expressed the exact truth if,
instead of saying “ reasoning,” the term Reason had been used ; for
the simple fact is, that without the aid of some faculty for final canses
and such like conditioning ideas, all discovery of truth would be

absolutely beyond the capacity of man. Reason is not reasoning.

If the terminology does not tally with the code of precision preva-
lent in the schools, it will nevertheless answer, as a sign in language,

of the conscions difference all men discern between the matéer and

JSorm of their knowledge. All logical processes can simply give
form to unshaped materials brought in from quarters outside of the
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sillogism, and belonging, as we think, to two contiguons worlds,
No doubt the experimenter will be overtaken by his discovery, in the
midst of his experiments, and then the temptation will be to credit it
to a series of sensations, and the magical wonders association has
wrought among them. But attend to the process, One conception
is predicated of avother, and then, if this be what metaphyscians
call an analytical judgment, there is no new matter added to the
fund of our knowledge. But in the process of inductive reasoning,
the mind is seeking for new and more comprehensive conceptions
than it now possesses.  All its discoveries are made in the effort to
ascend from the known to the unknown. But whenee this effort ?
No advancement in science is made by keeping the reasoning fac-
ulties in the stilted round of analytical judgments, but only in the
exercise of a faculty for prevision in some measure common to all
men. And now what is the faculty for prevision? Newton, from
the known law of terrestrial gravitation in the falling of an apple,
leaps, so to speak, to the stupendous discovery that it is the same
force that binds up the sweet influence of the Pleiades and looses
the bands of Orion. Franklin gets the intimation from the spark
emitted from the Leyden jar, that possibly the force imprisoned there
is the same that flashes in wavelike sheets and zig-zag lines along
the face of the cloud, and then, by making it come down from its
thunderous chamber in the storm, he actually identifies the subtile
thing, and proves that his ingenious surmisings were true. Now is
there no divine element in these guessings of genius ¢ or if that be
too strong a term, is it not fitting to ask whether in the dull round of
premise and conelusion, these stupendous revelations could have been
made to the world? Association has something to do; experiment
puves the way.  But what of that inward conatus that turns the eye
of genius in the direction of undiscovered law. “On what ground
and by what evidence do we proceed from the known to the
unknown?”  On what principle is the mind assured that “the facts
which have been generalized from the past must necessarily hold
good in the future.” Goethe in his study with the mengerest stock of
generalized facts in his mind, by the sheer force of the insight of
genius, sweeps round and beyond all known phenomena of vegetable
life, and brings to light the new and startling fact of the metamor-
phosis of plants. The hint he no doubt got from certain associations
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among existing materials already in his mind. But what is involved
in a hint, that it should flower out into a propheey ¥  Are there not
a priori elements lurking in the process, which no amount of ratip.
cination can afford ¢

It would be singular presumption, at this late day, to utter ong
word derogatory of the inductive method, as the normal, natural way
of extending the limits of our knowledge, or transmitting to others
that which is to be known. But induetion means nothing, if it does
not imply an intuitive perception and confident prevision of great,
stable laws which God has enstamped on his universe. “0 God!"
says Kepler, “I think thy thoughts after thee.” It is a remark of
Prot. Porter, that “The language so often used that man is the
interpreter of nature, that natare has her methods, her economiss,
and her favorite ways, implies that in all these judgments there is g
belief in the construetive or arranging process of another mind,
Even those who insist that we may not assume that there are ends
or designs to be interpreted, constantly employ such language. But
all inductive philosophers do assnme this in their theories, their sur-
mises and anticipations; in every prudens quastio which they pro-
pound.  The more gifted acknowledge it distinetly, and assert that
they commence with the spirit of nature, and that nature whispers to
them often of her secrets.”

Another of our most profound thinkers thus eloquently expresses
the same idea : “The inductive method sometimes called the Ba-
conian, is commonly represented in a manner that would make the
philosopher the dullest of beings, and philosophy the dullest of all
drudgeries. It is merely to classify facts on a basis of comparizon
and abstraction—that is, to arrange a show-box and oall it philoso-
phy! No, the first and really divine work of philosphy is to gener-
ate ideas, which are then to be verified by facts or experiments.
Therefore, we shall find that a certain capacity of elevation or poetie
ardor is the most fruitful souree of discovery. The man is raised to
a pitch of insight and becomes a seer, entering into things through
God's constitutive idess, to read them as from God. For what are
laws of science but ideas of God, those regulative types of thonght
by which God created, moves, and rales the world # Thus it is that
the geometrical and mathematical truths become the prime sources
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of scientific inspiration ; for these are the pure intellectualities of
being, and have their life in God.  Accordingly an eloquent modern
writer says, ‘I am persuaded that many a problem of analysis of
Kepler, Galileo, Newton, and Eualer, and the solution of many an
equation, suppose as much intuition and inspiration as the finest ode
of Pindar. Those pure and incorruptible formulas which already
were before the world was, that will be after it, governing throngh-
out all time and space, being, as it were, an integral part of God,
put the mathematician in profound communion with the Divine
Thought. In those immutable truths he savors what is purest in
the creation. He says to the worlds, like the ancient, ¢ Let us be
silent, we shall hear the murmuring of the Gods.’?

Any other conception than this, we may rest assured, must have
a damaging effect on our methods of instruction. For, if the line of
discovery advances only throngh sensations and their associations,
then that must be the normal method in which instruction should be
imparted to our children. That it does not, we think, we do most
confidently know. But that we may not seem to be fettered by the
inquisitio sterilis of Bacon, let us proceed to notice how practically
such detriment will result.

Fortunately here the history of the objective method can give
in its own testimony. Bound up slavighly to the formula that all
knowledge is based on observation, and is capable of being retraced
to that source, it must soon fall into the tread-mill of mere analytical
Judgments, and betray its shackles in the dry round of afirming and
repeating the known qualities and uses of objects, The attributes of
things will be drawn out into such attenuated thinness—the anatomiz-
ing will so dissipate the life in its probings, that soon the listlessness
of the children will reveal the fact that the poetry of the thing is
gome. “ Nothing ever comes through a process of analysis thoroughly
alive.” One of Pestalozzi’s eminent adherents thus speaks of pro-
cisely this defect as constantly besetting his system. “ Bimplifica-
tion was carried too far, and continned too long. The mind became
50 accustomed to receive knowledge divided into its most simple
elements and smallest portions, that it was not propared to embrace
camplicated ideas, orto make those rapid strides in investigation and
canclusion, which is one of the most important results of & sound
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education, and which indicates the most valuable kind of mental
vigor, both for scientific purposes and for practical life.” y:

When the fortunes of this system became subsequently attached
to the theory of the assoeiationalists, it is easy to see, this disability
stood in no hopeful attitude to be relieved.  As a matter of fact, the.
more seience unfolded her stores and the greater the trophies of the
wonderful era, which she seemed almost to have to herself, the more
superincumbent and bigoted she became in demanding that this allied
peyehology ghould dominate and cirecumseribe the entire course of
human eulture.  And as the theory of association is obviously not
commensurate with all the mental processes involved in inductive
reasoming; since association is not coneeption, and will not stand for
the universal and y truths implicated in ption: for sub-
stance; cansative energy; time and space; design, ete.; since it is a
bald, negative, empty, and for anght that appears, capricions relation
between sensations, we can determine beforehand that if it will take
the objective method too intimately into its confidence, it will even
more thoroughly settle upon it the defect in which it started. Per-
haps in despair of making the special sciences the material of objee-
tive teaching, in the elementary departments of a course of instrue-
tion, the teacher, even whilst yielding hisunqualified homage to the
methods of science, will be postponing its demands, or suffering his
exercises to go hither and thither as his whim may suggest. And
such has been the case.  Teachers find no encouragement in this
system to give the mind of the pupil liberty, aftera limited induetion,
to leap to its conclusions. Those conclusions we may be sure will
be names, expressive of some great law of classification, or possibly
of some immutable principle of order, that holds in harmony the
world of matter and the world of mind. These are ahstrast ideas,
valuable not as eternal verities—not, as Agassiz wonld have us
believe, the interpretation of the thoughts of the Creat:r, but as
the flitting termeni of the ever shifting boundaries ot human knowl-
edge. “The thing before the name,” will now mean more than
ever, that the name shall have the least element of generality in
possible, lest the mind should superstitionsly fix upon that as stable .
which isas shifting as the sands of the sea. The powers of o
tion will be gharpened to distinguish and define the phenomena in.
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their minutise as they present themselves one after another in the
panorama of flitting sensations; but the inventive faculty, the crea-
tive energy of the mind, that higher endowment of the spirit, by
which it comprehends what it has apprehended into schemes of
thought, archetypal of the genera and species of things, or that Jarger
whole called the universe of God—what Coleridge so aptly designates
the eisemplastic power of the intellect, can have no recognition, and
of necessity no discipline, in methods which speculatively deny the
reality of anything beyond the region of the senses.

How much of genuine culture shall in this way go by defanlt, and
how fearfully unnatural and abnormal the resulting one-sided devel-
opment must be, we can well imagine, if we forecast what must
ultimately be its effect on the character ns well as the intellect.
Mr. E. P. Whipple has seen this, and gives it a most felicitous ex-
pression, “The form and superficial qualities of objects the mind
perceives 3 their life and spirit it conceives. Only what the mind
coneeives, it assimulates and draws into its own life ;—intellectual
conception indieating 4 penetrating vision into the heart of things,
through a fierce, firm, exertion of vital, creative force. In this dis-
tinetion between perception and ption we have a principle
which accounts for the limited degree in which so many persons
grow in intelligence and character.”

We canuot now trace the history of this moventent with reference
to its very noticeable disparagement of all forms of religious instrue-
tion whatever ; suffice it to say, that, keeping always before it, in theory
and aim, the one ambition of being what its name imports, “ the
Method of Nature,” it will, in all stages of it, look with discounte-
nance upon the supernatural, as upon all the absolute ideas of the
older metaphysics.  As seience pushes forward for the chief places
in the eurriculum of the higher institutions of learning, pressing
aside the old methods of culture in which God, and the self-active,
immortal soul, are held as legitimate subjects for the insight of Rea-
son, it will likely be Science baptized ¥ith Comte’s spirit of abhor-
rence of final canses, or under the flush of Darwin's supposed van-
quishments in this field of priestly superstition. That which was
felt in an early day to be an ineubus on the methods of Pestalozzi,
hias only tightened its grasp and become more desperately exclusive
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of all material specially religious, in the scientific methods which
now assume practically to absorb the pedagogics of this century.
How like a prophecy do these strictures made upon the labors of
Pestalozzi, by one of his admirers, thirty-three years ago, come home
to us now, as the evil indicated is assuming among us a more serious
and formidable aspect than ever. “ But above all, it is to be regret-
ted that in reference to religions education, he fell into an important
error of his predecessors. His too exclusive attention to mathematic-
al and scientific subjects, tended like the system of Basedow to
give his pupils the habit of undervaluing historical evidence, and of

demanding rational demonstration for every truth, or of requiring '

the evidence of their senses, or something analogous to it, to which
they were constantly called to appeal in their studies of natural his-
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instinet outriding logic, and practice taking forcibly what a niggardly
theory denies. Pestalozzi’s comprehensive formula was, “ Number,
Form, Langnage,” not dreaming that his theory of a sense basis for
all our knowledge must push the hither compartment of his tripar-
tite structure out into the gulf. Karl von Raumer, a pupil of Pesta-
lozzi, and subsequently Minister of Public Instruction in Prussia,
thus justly criticises this defect in his system, “ Language has noth-
ing to do with observation. Why should I not be able to form a
perfectly correct notion of an object that has no name—for instance,
anewly discovered plant. Language only gives us the expression
for the impression of the senses, in it is reflected the whole world of
our perceptions. *Itis,’ as Pestalozzi rightly observed, * the reflex of
all the impressions which Nature's entire domain has made on the

tory.” In the hands of John Stuart Mill, and Huxley, who
more particularly, in our day, to give character and direction to onr
methods of instruction, this feurful defect must become more hope-
lessly fastened upon the system, for the former does not scruple to
avow that * we know of no world but matter, and in this we do not
find God ;” and the latter, in spite of his deference to the common
modes of thinking, and his elite coquetry of the ordinary forms of
religious consciousness, sets up his materialistic formulas as the
valid standards of religion, and plainly indicates that she shall come
to her goal only when she shall see the necessity “ of cherishing the
noblest and most human of man’s emotions, by worship ¢ for the
most part of the silent sort,’ at the altar of the Unknown and Un-
knowable.”

As, however, my object is to reclaim the system from the one-
sided and fatally partial and crippled condition, in which it must
linger, so long as it is theoretically narrowed to the intuition of the
the sense, I must not detain on this religious, or rather irreligions
feature of it, asit will be seen to be readily referable to the same

general want of scope, to which all its other disabilities are equally
due. The system wants scope, and these suggestions are intended
only as indicating the direction in which & more ample field for it

may be opened out.

We turn now, and finally, to the relation of the system to lan-

guage, as farnishing perhaps the most impressive illustration of

I race.” Bat what does he go on to say? ¢ Therefore I make use
of it, and endeavor by the guidance of its uttered sounds (in the die-
tation exercises which he carried to such a hight in the school-room),
to reproduce in the child the self-same impressions which in the
human race have occasioned and formed these sonnds. Great is the
gift of langnage. It gives to the child in one moment what nature
required thousands of years to give man.'” To which high eulogy
on language Raumer very archly responds, catching the great Re-
former off his guard, and convicting him of a very grave error in
philosophy, and a most downright contradiction of his own re-it-
erated principles, © In that case every child would be a rich heir of
antiquity, without the trouble of acquisition ; words would be cur-
rent notes for the things they designate. But both natuore and his-
tory protest against payment in such currency, and give only to him
that hath. Does not Pestalozzi repeatedly protest against this very
thing ¢ *The Christian people of our quarter of the world,’ he says,
‘have sunk into these depths, because in their lower school estab-
lishments the mind has been loaded with a burden of empty words,
which has not only effaced the impressions of nature, but has even
destroyed the inward susceptibility for sueh impressions.’”

Thus we find the great Reformer in the awkward predicament of
advocating and denouncing language at one and the same time.
The reason is— “ he builded wiser than he knew.” It is a clear
proof, among many others, that Pestalozzi’s psychological principles

13
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were not broad enough for the great reform he would inaugurate,
Words are only the symbols of thought, the record the mind makes
of the impressions of the senses, and we may be allowed to add, of
those spiritual states which are supplied from within to co-ordinate
these impressions. Language, then, is supersensible in its origin,
If it be referable, as I conceive it must, to a linguistic instinet down
deep in the constitution of the human mind, equally capable of cul.
ture, and having as wide an application in practical life as any power
acknowledged among the seientists, then here is a vast field which
the “New Education,” with its present psychological limita-
tions, eannot consistently enter. Huxley bows patronizingly to liter-
ature and the “classics ™ as providing material for philological re-
searches, and, in its ancient historical monuments, furnishing “g
great section of the paleontology of man.” “ Do not expect me to de-
preciate the earnest and enlightened pursuit of classical learning. T
have the same double respect for it (el I history) as for other kinds
of paleontology—that is to say, a respect for the facts which it estab-
lishes as for all facts, and a still greater respect for it as a preparation
for the discovery of a law of progress.” And eo, in his view, the
clussics have no appreciable value beyond their capability of being the
convenient servitors of science. Of course all refined culture and
erudition, as we have been tomed to ive them, as sources
of esthetic revealments, as hints of high possibilities for the soul,
other than those which grovel with the senses, as repertories of poe-
try and exalted sentiment, and as adapted, in their study, to secure as
available a practical discipline as can be had from any of the physi-
cal sciences, can have no such reckoning in his estimate. Philology
and paleontology, aithough by no means insignificant uses to which
these studies may be put, are, in the judgment of those who have
drunk deepest in their fountains, comparatively the obsequious vas-
sals, the outside sentinels of the refined culture that holds its reign
within.

It is precisely at this point that ourintuitional philosophy will find
its fullest and most irrefutable confirmation. For obviously here is
o faculty and a product that cannot be referred to sensation at all.
‘What is that instinct that makes a record in words of the volatile im-
‘pressions, and states which flash and flit with such incontinent haste
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over the illuminated canvas of the soul. I, a mere possibility of
sensations ! how can I, as being a possibility, have eyes, that 1
ghould assume to detain these evanishing phenomena before my in-
ner secing ; or, having seen, why should I ever have the impulse to
make a record of them in so fleeting a subst as the ping
breath, or in the unmeaning symbols of lines and dots, Is there not
something here other than that which is eapable of being built up by
outside stimuli and “reflex action,” either of body or mind,—some-
thing transcendental —something which, if we could but see it
aright, is evermore pointing us, with a thousand indices, to the In-
finity beyond.

Nothing ever so belied the human consciousness as the popu-
lar adage, * There is nothing in a name.” There is everything in a
name ; and a5 every common name stands for a concept, to use
again the terminology of the schools, it will be found that its simple
utterance on the tongue is concluded testimony of science begun.
The common name is the name of a class, says the school-boy,
without being aware of the jmmense reach of his definition. The
class, as previonsly intimated, is represented in the mind by a gen-
eral scheme of thought, answering, in its outermost limits, as we
believe, to some definite divine conception, in accordance with which
things were made. Omitting now the processes of abstraction and
generalization, and whatever other mental exercise is common to
this general scheme of thought in the mind, it is a matter of tre-

dous, practical t to the educator to know that the name is
a symbol of far-reaching and varying power in the economy of the
mind. It will be o in all methods of instruction. Words are like
buckets let down into a well: if drawn up hastily they will be de-
livered to us empty, but if suffered to sink into the measureless
abysses of feeling, they will come vp brimming full with their
prodigal draughts of meaning.

Two noticeable grand results the mind accomplishes for itself,
when it posits its conceptions in words. It holds the thought steady
at the point of discovery at which it has arrived, until it has time
to reach out into other and ampler fields ; and then, secondly, it
makes the word a symbol, a pictured image, in which the soul may
play forth all the infinitude of its experience and feeling. In the
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one case the conception embalmed in a name (the name itself, M,
Mill flatly suggests) is a ground-plat for the reactions of thought in
its scientific investigations; in the other it scorns all scientific limj.
tations, and becomes a plummet Jet down into soundless seas. Hear
Pres. Porter on this point:  “The reason why thought requires
such an instrument and assistant as language, is, that the objects of
thinking are generalized objects, and to such objects there are and
can be no realities actually existing.” No conforming outward oh-
jects are there, but a co-related objective law there evidently is. The
witness I wish to get from this definition is, that the word is ever
more a kind of logos siretching out its brooding wings upon a re-
gion of things to which science can only absurdly claim an exclusive
right, and where the productive imugination has an ample theater
for its creations. Every name embodies a law, butin its application
to the manifold workings of the law, especially if' it opens outa
vista into spiritual, moral, and social facts and events, what a sweep
it affords for other faculties than those which drudge among the
enameled skeletons of elassification and use.

The word “man” for example, how stupid to shut down the con-
ception conveyed by it, to just such representations as may be made
of him in physiology, chemistry, political economy, and whatever
other science professes definitely to determine his nature and wants.
Farewell then to literature, the fine arts, poetry and song. The
providences and prophecies of the Bible, the dramas of Shakes-
peare, the play revels of ‘genius, the gleanings of mystery, the
soundings of those measureless seas upon which the sonl looks out
with a serene interest or holy tranquility, these, in so far as they
cannot be made to tally with the First Principles or Biological form-
nlas of Spencer and Huxley must not be held us legitimate meanings
for the name, or as indicating a valid want in our educational schemes.
We cannot so think. The imagination is called ereative, says Pres.
Porter, “ because there is no counterpart in nature from which its
objects and products are literally transeribed or copied ;" and the
workings of this faculty are manifest Lere in this most elementary
of ull scientific processes, the giving of 4 name. Language is, thus
Nature's harbinger, going in advance to make the way clear for fhis
vision and faculty divine, the creative imagination of man. &
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Now it scems clear that when the objective method abducts the
name, and then narrows it in significations to purely scientific uses,
it is unnecessarily debasing itself, both in the stealth of its proceed-
ings, and in the self-assumed leanness of its theory. Why not give
room for the creative imagination of the child through these vast
avenues which language opens out ¥ Nature invites ; it is Nature’s
method that it should be so. The child lives not exclusively in the
senses, but, O how largely, in an ideal world of its own creating.
The little urchin that obstracts your way on the sidewalk, makes a
ludicrous figure enough—pantaloons tattered and patched, eyes peer-
ing through the rim of his hat, limbs exposed to the bleak winds of
winter. But he has a tin trumpet in Lis mouth, and he is abroad on
the adventures of his holiday revel. How is Nature training that
boy ! The snow is on the ground, and far upward in the illimita—
ble distance, the crystal heavens are lifting their concave of blue.
How wide of the mark your speculations will be, if you imagine
that the cariosity to know is the impulse principally active in that
child. No, he has his pastime in an ideal world of hisown creation,
of which the snow, and the heavens, and the monotonons scroeching
of histin trumpot, are but the suggestive symbols, wherein also he
has the company of yourself, though you may not suspect it—and of
poets, and orators, and philosophers, and all great leaders and promi-
nent characters of the world. He lives in his ideals, and so do you.
And as he would not now think of turning away from these for any
effort to make him understand the crystalline structure of a snow-
flake, or the laws of vision, or the adjustments of harmony, such as
would bring out the most ravishing music to the ear—not even for
the remorseless frost that is biting at his legs; so, it were well to re-
member, neither would you, even after science has brought you in-
definitely onward in your way.

If all. knowledge must be scientific in form, and imparted in this
shape to children for the sharpening of their faculties, and for the
utilitarian ends of complete living in this world, as we hear now
every day to our surfeit, then the art-faculty, the play-impulse, the
creative imagination in the child, and in the grown person as well,
must have no recognition in our system, and poetry, and history, be
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pressed quite beyond the pale of our schools. And yet, if our divin.
ing be right, this very play-impulse, this art-faculty of the child, thig
capacity with which he is endowed of creating his ideals, and living
evermore toward them, is one of the royal insignia of his free per-
sonality, which shows him to be a creature not under the conditions
of nature. The child is a person, and having so described him, we
have fixed upon a point in which he is greater than nature, capable,
at last, nnder the refinements of culture, of constructing forms and
ideals, more perfect than are found anywlere in the realm of matter,
He plays with his ideals ; so do you ; because, simply, it is the best
definition philosophy can find of afree personality, that it is capable
of finding ends of complacency, as well as of hard work in the
world. Down under the whip of utility man’s greatness does not
appear.  Preparation for practical life ! how is it best secured 7 By
some formal regime in which the pupil’s powers of observation are

sharpened, and his skill in condneting inductive and deduetive pro-
cesses of reasoning developed ; or, by affording him such routes of
culture as will secure him a sense of his free personality and in-

herent superiority over nature, as an abiding p ce. Sci itself
tanght, under the tutelage of this philosophy, will minister to this
end inthe same way as those studies for which we plead, which
work their results through the creative imagination and symbol.

By all means preserve and shelter for the pupil the sentiment, that
however he must shrink, in comparison with the Infinite, to the dimen-
sions of & mere mote floating in a sunbeam, he is nevertheless supe-
rior to Nature, and is sent forth on a mission of mastering her forces;
for which you may have daily and hourly monitors in the rollicking
play, and ubiquitous mirth of the children, and the stealth with
which the excitements of fiction are sought. Bacon, the patron
saint of the scientists, has given this thought a most felicitions ex-
pression :

“Theuse of this feigned history hath been to give some shadow
of satisfaction to the mind of man in those points wherein the nature
oﬂhingudoﬂ:denyit,l&aworldbaﬁyi»proportbn:’qfaﬁwhﬁc
soul; by reason whereof there is, agreeable to the spirit of man, a
more ample greatness, a more exact goodness, and a more absolute
variety, than ean be found in the nature of things. Therefore, because

-
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vents of true history have not that magnitude which sat-
;:et.::;eo:!i:d of man, poesy feignth acts and events greater and more
heroical; because true history propoundeth the snecesses'and issues of
actions not 8o agreeable, to the merits of virtue, and vice, !he.refum
poesy feigns them more just in retribution, and more acctrrdlug to
rcve;led i\mvidence; because true history representeth nctmm;J n.le
events more ordinary and less interchanged, therefore poesy
them with more rareness and more unexpected and alternative vari-
ations: so as it appeareth that poesy serveth and conferreth to mag-
nanimity, morality, and to delectation. f?ﬂd therefur: it was ever-
thonght to have some participation of dx»'}nen?ss, &e. ;
Now the objective method lifted to this higher p.lnne of ﬁleor:\;
and with perhaps the christening of & more expressive name, wil
compass all the grandest results of the complemft- cultnr‘e. The
world with which sensation is concerned, and with .the forces of
which our life here is to be an unintermitting battle, will be alw?ys
present as an irrepressible element in every methc:d of instruction
that itis possible todevise; bat it will be there as soienoe and symbol,
a¢ the souree whence our lower intuitions are dcmnd. but ulm a
terra firma for the reactions of intuitions which are mﬁmhely‘lugher
in their origin. Entering the school-room it will de'volve' spt.scmlly on
the teacher to manage his instructions so tluu: thelr.ob_)efonve mate-
terials shall come to the child with such rigid, inductive lines, as the
best drill of his powers of observation will requixje, but by no means
hampered as to the of imp which, as cymbol,.they
are adapted to convey. There is a great work to be nccompllsh.od
for the teacher in this direction, when a competent l'und can be n';
duced to the task, in suppl ting object 1 with a text-boo
service analogons to that which Tyndall and Huxley find theml:lﬂm
unwittingly discharging when they aim, in a popular form, to. ﬁ;i
the results of their scientific researches within the ken of unscien +
people. Object lessons must be « popularized,” so to epeak, for ],:3:
children. All the properties of some sensible obj?ct having
drawn out by the keenest and most sagacious analysis; .tho unkuow:
element having glinted to theirview from a point immediately beyo.n
the horizon of the known, the effect of the diw?very may be ecarried
how incaleulably deeper, by some reading or singing lesson, where
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the dry facts are suffused with the charm of imagery, and transfig.
ured with the strange enchantment of story and of song. The ip.
quisitive mind having ascended through analysis from the concrete
to the abstract, attaining there its results in the “dry light ” of the
understanding, will be refreshed and quickened, how beyond all cal.
culation, by placing them again in such new concrete relations as
will afford an arena for the higher intuitions to engage in their play,
We are most sanguine in our helief that we have touched here upon
the radical defect of the system. Happily, Frederick Froebel's Kin.
dergarten system, as rep 1 by his t living disciple,
Baroness von Marenholtz-Buelow, has struck out in this line of peda-
gogical research and reform, and toward it we look with an interest
that can be measured only by the absorbing importance of the

theme, i

FROEBEL’S KINDERGARTEN SYSTEM.

In Germany and other European countries, where this system has
been tested, the most gratifying results have been witnessed, and it
is earnestly commended to the American public, as a scheme of
primary instruction superior to every other now in use. The fact that
these sanguine reports continne to reach us from a country where
education has been exalted to a fine art,and with no abatement of
enthusiam as to unprecedented success, is evidence enough that the
alleged discoveries of Frederick Froebel deserve an impartial inves-
tigation at the hands of the teaching community on this side of the
water. We have been at the pains of putting ourselves in direct
communication with the greatest living tative and expounder
of this system, Bertha von Marenholtz-Buelow, the disciple and co-
laborer of Froebel himself, and from a disquisition of hers, received
from her own hands, we are able to make the following representa-
tions of the system.

Briefly stated the Kindergarten system consists in making the
child’s play the instrument of its largest culture. It had always been
noticed that the earliest years of human life were devoted to play, but
instead of finding in this factan exemplification of Nature’s method
of training the child, and getting from it a clue to some just and ad-
equate system for the development of its powers, it was thought tobe
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betructing element in the way of all efficient instruction, and
:‘:x: the ﬁr:.g therefore, to be held in the most rigid check. Fr\m?el
tanght that what Nature is striving to do in the plays of the child-
ren, it is the busi of the ‘“’smmmkaupnnflfwter.
True culture should idealize Nature. Let the play be orgamxed and
reduced to some sort of intelligent system, arranged with reference
to certain inherent capabilities of | ture, vhich are expresse
ing themselves always and fully, in the endlessly vnrfad
of the little ones, and which are in this way stmm;lmg_ toward the
more enlarged and rational exercise they should attain in mln‘l\ood;
let Nature’s intent be apprehended, and the arts of cdnfuunn'be
bronght in to accomplish intelligently that which Nature in 'a‘bhnd
way is always aiming to effect, namely, to make the free activity l.)f
the child the instrument of its highest development and culture ; in
this way the Kindergarten movement would avoid the unnatural and
sometimes appalling injuries inflicted by current methods on t%ne
tender intellect of childhood, and, as nearly as may be, insure its
orderly and symmetrical development. .

Frederick Froebel's title to the rank of a genuine reformer in edu-
cational principles is two-fold ; ﬂrst,huvingnndiadfmutpmfonnflly
the plays of ehildhood, he announces certain theoretical discoveries
as to their significance; and second, he professes to have .inveuusd a
gystem of rationally arranged Kindergarten npplhno?a, which at once
verify these discoveries and realize his most sanguine .expecmhono
as to normal, practical results, in the department ot' primary educa-
tion. A just judgment as to the soundness of this claim would re-
quire what unhappily is thus far denied us in this country, the priv-
ilege of witnessing a Kindergarten in full and efficient operation.
Meantime, we may note the alleged discoveries of this great Ger-
man educator with reference to the significance of play, and deter-
mine their accordance with what we know of childhood and the capa-
bilities of the human race.

There are certain instinets of culture that belong to the human
race us & whole, which express themselves in the free activity of
children, and which, being patiently watched, may be intelligently
Wﬁmbjwmwammdmmwnhgndmmh
These instinets differ from purely animal instincts in this, that the

14
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latter are comparatively fixed in their nature, whereas the former,

in the aggregate, are a kind of nisus (this term most adequately ex.

presses the German tried) toward indefinite advances in improve
ment and colture. Homan instinets strive upwards always toward
spirituality, even within that range of activity, where the aim seems
to be simply the gratification of the senses. They are, according to
Froebel’s own enumeration, the instinet of motion, the free activity
of the child, which is comprehensively the basis for all the other in-
stinets 3 the instinct for cultivating the soil, arising from the in.
stinet for food and shelter, and which brings the child into intimate
and loving intercourse with Nature ; the plastic and artistic in-
stinets, which lead to invention, drawing, musie, poetry, and after-
wards to the dramatic art ; the instinet for knowledge, resulting in
its higher development in and the love of truth ; the social
instinet; and finally, the religious instinet.

Our limited space will permit only brief extracts from the above
named treatise of Baroness Marenholtz-Buelow.

First. From her remarks on the instinct of motion :

“The first and most universal impulse, after that of a desire for
food, which manifests itself in all children, is the instinct of motion.

The kicking and fighting the air with the arms and legs, is followed

later by running, jumping, skipping and elimbing. This is invaria-
bly the case with all healthy children, as everybody knows. It is

certainly not necessary to look very far in order to apprehend the

purpose which nature has in view in all this. The development of

the limbs and of the bodily forces in general, depends on motion.
And out of voluntary motion there gradually arises intelligent

activity, which aims at the securing of an end. In the manner indi-
cated, all instinets find expression in one that is quite universal,
namely the instinet of activity which is more or less the repeated
expression of all.

Without activity life would cease, no object of human civilization

could exist. The first and most important requisite of education is

undoubtedly tAs fostering care of the instinet of activity in general.

This care, if considered merely in the sense of bodily development

and education, appears as a gymnastic. In the Kindergarten it is
the movement play which answers to this want.”

No. 6] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 107

Sscond. The instinct for tilling the soil is next in order. On
this point our author has the following suggestions :

“The instinct to till the soil is certainly one of the earliest
awakened instinets of culture, i h as on it depends the supply
of food appropriate for man. Now, this instinet no sooner shows
itself in the child, than it is suppressed. * You must not soil your
hands !’ is the first commandment of the mother’s catechism. And
how rarely for city children is there even an opportunity for indul-
gence in a propensity which frequently leads the children of the
street to the gutter for want of a more favored place.

How unfortunate that we do not realize the wrong infleted in not
nurturing this instinet to say nothing of suppressingit. The sup-
pression of any natural and proper instinet, leads to a deviation from
the normal development of the individual, but in this particular case
what is checked is the best and most appropriate means for the
earliest culture of the heart, one that can not be supplied by any
other. The principal o ise a salutary influence on the
mind and heart of the child ists—next to the infl of love
in the family circle—in this, that the child is made susceptible to
the impressions of nature. This can only be done, in the first place,
by exposing it to her influences in general, and by allowing it to
oceupy itself with her products. For it is only that with which the
child is occupied, what it takes hold of and fashions with its own
hands that can durably engage its attention.

However insignificant this digging in the sand, this making of
little gardens may be, it forms the beginning, the first starting point
to turn the attention to the products of the soil and to awaken the
taste for its cultivation—sowing and plauting. If this taste or incli-
nation is disregarded, it is soon lost entirely, and every force not
used, every activity impeded adds to theinertia of the body, which
in the form of laziness, besets both children and adults. This is the
negative damage.

The positive damage consists in this, that the real observation of
nature, this first great teacher of man, is lost for the age of childhood,
and lier objects being only superficially received leave no lasting im-
pression behind. The child that has been denied these advantages
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may still cull flowers and collect this or that, but all will remain merg
play and will not lead to an earnest investigation of things.
How different, when the child takes care of its own little flowep.
bed in the garden, when it learns how to dig, to rake and to water,
and eagerly and impatiently waits for the opening of the buds, pluck
in blissful delight its own flowers in order to bring them joyfully
to its mother. When it learns to watch the phenomena of e
geason, as it passes the sprouting of the newly sown grain, the lit
birds in their nests, the bees in the hive,the caterpillars and beetles,
the ripening froit and the drooping ear of the grain—the whole
household of kind mother nature—these profit the child far more than
books and school. But we must have it work and toil with its own
hands and strength, if we wish its whole soul to become interested
in the study of the wonders of creation.”
Third. On the plastic and artistic instinets the following re
are extracted :
“ With the first pressure of the child’s hand the instinct for make
ing formsis aroused—the instinct of labor, or, if the expression by
preferred, the plastic instinet.  Tts highest object is to transform the
the products of nature into products of culture. This plastic instingt
is in an especial sense an instinet for culture.

Very little, indeed, has hitherto been done to educate the hand in
the earliest years. And yet this is the very time at which it can be
successfully done, because the flexibility and softness of the young
limbs fit them to be easily trained to facile movements. Any on
who will observe carefully can not fail to note the superior struct
of the hand in children, about the age of twelve years, who have en-
joyed a careful training by their parents and teachers, and who
activity has been intelligently directed at an early age, as conts
with the hand of the little heathen of the street, which have lacl
even the most imperfect material for manual practice, and that
obliged in later years to struggle often in vain with their stiff
erooked fingers for a higher dexterity in hand-work.

Since Froebel’s system of' education is based on activity, a sell
activity in shaping and producing, an early training of the. hand ¥
naturally its first requisite. :

The Kindergarten meets the formative instinct of the child on
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ide ine and shaping is going on in an infinite variety of
::l';d:jd u? “:.:;l l:gm of mfter?n.l, ngn‘: always in _the order pointed
out by the history of civilization. Not only dwellings and utensils
are !{lrmﬁi, attention is also paid to elemcnta::y weaving and the
sewing of soft fabrics, somewhat in the style v.nlnch may have boen
reqniréd by our ancestors. By means of a kind of coarse weaviug
certain fabrics are produced that resemble somewhat the cloaks
woven out of reeds and bark by the New Zealanders , ar‘xd, inn gnd-
nal progress of work, the patterns rise to the a.rthtuo tissues nf the
present time. The working in paper,—folding, cumng,&c.,fnmml‘\ea
an opportunity to practice numberless arﬁﬁces' of the hnnd., which
aro necessary not only for the making of urhch.as of clothing, but
which prepare the way for dexterity in all kmfh of hand-work.
Generally speaking, the hand is trained along with tl?e senses for
all kind of techuical kill, such as is required not only in thg avoca-
tions of the future artisan, but is also an indispensable qualnﬁc'auon
for every practical pursuit. This constitutes at the same fime a
formal introduction to the industrial arts.

The advantage to be gained for general culture from an early ac-
quired habit of labor is still too much overlooked, ufd, for the most
yutmlytheiduof mere hand dcxtaritymgg?sumelf. And yet
the lower classes owe their much praised, practical good sense more
particularly to their occupations, the technical experienoel of which
furnich them with a concrete basis for forming correct opinions.

The greatest benefit resnlting from the child’s labor, and .one that
cannot be supplied by anything else, congists, however, in its moral
influence. The early qualification, the habit and love for work are
real guardian angels of childhood and youth, while they may possi-
bly constitute a guaranty against fatare impoverishment. The lite

cowse in life is to be u traly moral one. The performance of duty

demands, however, the qualification for the : of work ;

and to secure such a@dmcdmhmm’mdddldlmd,
principal object of the Kindergarten.

hm’l‘:ehmded mwodld,hm,ﬁlhhmhd by merely

mechanical labor—by oceupations forced on the child. Only that

which pleases the child, which charms its imagination and awakens
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its feelings, can secure the full moral gain. The child must be self.
active in the fullest sense of the word ; its whole soul must be e
gaged in the work of its hands. This can be the case only w’
produces something that gives it pleasure, when it really creates some.
thing by its activity. And it is here that we find the characteristis
and grandly ingenions peculiarity of Froebel's means of aff
ocenpation for children, namely, in their making possible beforehand
a creative production, adapted to the powers of the early years, that
they unfold the first little germs of creative genius in the human
spirit—that they awaken the inventive power of the youug mind,
make the creation of original production take the place of mere imi-
tation. However small and insignificant these works may be, they
nevertheless bear the impress of an individual peculiarity i1 process
of training, because they are the result of personal mechanism,

Precisely that gide which is generally attacked by eritics adverse
to the cause of the Kindergarten, presents its highest valae. Tt ig
falsely assumed that Froebel offers every child the same prepared
material, with the same directions for use, thereby compelling all pu-
pils to produce quite the same anticipated and prescribed results, and
thus fettering the manifestations of individual character. The very
reverse of this takes place. Inasmuch as the children receive only
the material, not ready-made objects, they are allowed to fashion the
material, that is to transfirm it, according to their personal choice
within the limits existing in the nature of the material. But this
transformation, if’ carried on entirely at random, would make any
regular formation impossible, or would abandon it entirely to chance.

Every mvenuon is bnset] on the application of rules, no matter
how ly or voluntarily the application of these rules may
take place. The inventor frequently, xt i8 true, owes much to chanee, -
but he must be ious of his of proceeding, if he wishes
to repeat it with certainty and to communicate it to others. Now, the
consciousness as to the manner and kind of his process consists in
his ability to reduce a series of continually repeated facts, operations
of thehand and activities in general, to certain rules by which they
are governed. In a word, it is the laws of his process that must be
clear to him. Whatever may be the object of his invention, for the
success of a repetition of the attempts that precede his production,
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it is necessary that the rules applied in these attempts should be dis-
tinctly recognized.

Even the freest creation of art cannot do without the application
of rules. Each one requires, in spite of all freedom, a definite, tech-
nical process for the realization of the products of imagination.

Edueation can oppose no more effective barrier to the degeneration
of instinets into sensual passions than the joy of the beautiful, the
creation of the beautiful. The human soul is so constituted that it
mausc have its appropriate gratifications; it will find them in the dust,
in coarse, sensual enjoyments—orin the enjoyment of the ideal. On
this account the sanctuary of art cannot be too early thrown open to
youth. We know that the rudeness and barbarism of the early ages
of the human race were subdued by the religious care of the beauti-
ful, which spiritualized the phenomena of the visible world.”

Fourth. Another profound instinet in human nature, is the desire
for knowledge ; and upon it and the relation of the Kindergarten
methods to it, we make the following brief extracts :

“The instinet for the beautiful lly takes precedence of the
desire for knowledge. The lack of means to satisfy the latter results
at this age in the too exclusive development of the idealistic tendency
in the child’s mind, by which the full exercise of its voluntary pow-
ers is obstructed in acquiring what is ordinarily called common
sense.

On what then is sound common sense based ! Evidently on a
clear, healthy view of things apprehensible to the senses. It is for
this very reason, that the child shonld be made acquainted with
such tangible things, and taught how to use them, precisely us is
done in the methods of the Kindergarten.”

Fifth. Association in communities is another recognized instinet
in human nature:

“The characteristic peculiarity of our time, is undoubtedly the
instinet of association, which is rapidly tending to control every-
thing. Nearly all the material interests of society demand the asso-
ciation of several individuals, in order to be suceessful and profita-
ble. As yet, unfortunately, the higher ideal interests are neglected,
at least the moral ones, although the sciences are beginning to make

use of the principle of association also for their ends, as is proven
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by the steadily increasing regular meetings of their representatives
Itis for the coming generation to exalt society through asso
to a condition of fraternization and perfection not yet attained.

It is an imperative demand of the times to educate the yony
more than was formerly done, for life or action in the more extends :
circles of society, for the fulfillment of duties as members of larg .
communities than the family, in short, for public life in all its relg
tions. f

If this is to succeed in fact, then the opportunity of being in
society should he furnished to childhood ; that is, not, as may be
supposed by some, the mere being together of children inside an
outside of the family, but assembling them in a community s
for the purpose.

Such an association is the highest object of the Kindergarten, and
gives it a peculiar adaptation to the present time. It is an entire
erroneous view that the education of the Kindergarten withdraws
and estranges the child from the family. It should be considered
that the purely dietetic necessities of the child require daily exercise
for several hours in the open air, which may be spent in publie
parks and other places of out-door resort. The parents’ home i

crowded cities rarely affords the pleasant appendage of a garden,
much less that of a park.  Nor is it possible even for the most care-
ful mother to devote the whole day exclusively to a large family of
children since still other duties claim her attention. The Kinder-
garten, therefore, meots a very urgent want by bringing the children,
while affording them at the same time fresh air and exercise, into &
community of an educational character, that removes them on the

one hand from the injurious exposure of street-life, on the other fro m

the society of servants. :

Siwth. In the paragraph that follows, it will be seen that the
system mukes ample provision for the religious culture of the child
and that the objection brought against it in its early history as de
fective in this particular, is utterly unfounded. After the anthor

speaks of the happy effect of having children associated with e

other in the Kindergarten to acquire self-knowledge, &c., she say:
“In such & manner the proper opportunity will also be affor

for the development of the highest instinet of the human sonl
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iious insti as Froebel says, the instinet W hic l'x impe
?]E:‘r:::::n:t:&ﬂ Foritis only from the love of our fellow-
0 2 :
the love toward God can arise. :
"'T:nnll:i‘i cr‘:ul‘;e songs and lullabies, Froebel offers to nm‘thenx a
nual for the trainil;g of infants during their first years, in order
"‘“" limv may learn properly to foster the instinets of the ehild, and
lw)@-ind]v tu'uudersmnd its first religions emotions. ‘Almost every
“m- of the examples contained in the book, points directly or indi-
0::.:11 - to God, the creator of all things. The deepest 'aml most
: :al jdea of Froebel's method of education—in the fumily a8 \\.'oll
ce“:n the Kindergarten, is religion, as being the highest ?nd h(-het;[
l:nm of the haman soul. To learn to soek and find God, to this
i everything and all things are made to serve. ¥
u“ll-l::x‘l:ldl,:::::;' expresses this in the following wnhls' 3 ‘hm.h
in God, firm and confiding faith has been lost by mankind. It is
el of the Kindergarten tore-awaken it in the souls of l.Ite FOung,
S‘mo::ll:‘r that the coming generations may again be the children of
in g
God. . 2= o o @
The first condition to awaken faith and piety in a chﬂ:!;l ‘;{ l::
mother's own piety. Itis ot.nly whell: :edl:r‘::; pomuel‘f o dl‘ 1,:
can awsaken the divine spar ;
ma Cradle-songs he points out the means by. \.vhmh may l;e
produced in the babe, the first awakening of a mhgl‘%usfmno;
mer i insignificant, are the 1o
ment. Thesemeans, in themselves m:s\gm 5o
the little hands in onder to image by this gesture of d:v:t:;t; ':mo:‘e t}‘m
prager, till the child itself can pronounce it. The de ol
mother, performed at the cradle of the ?lnld, are to affect e thwm
directly, thongh unconscionsly, before it can u::‘;‘y ::twm'y
Simple choral melodies should be sung at l.h: nd:.) o 4
lead from the merely senmmu. . 5 0 n:n - udon:
a higher order. 4 . o
I-l‘i‘mbnl on the basis of the pﬁuc:}plea:h d::vc i::im a:h:mw
great imy rtance to the garden, anc calls his Ansuz A
inusymﬁﬂculmm, i n. legudm wfor‘tt:’chﬂd'ﬁ;;
nature within cirenmscribed limits, in whwh.‘it is not on {l m;:’;u
means of the impressions of beauty, by h’m:g p;m::e nif: g
useful and the good, into 8 vigorous morality, but W
15
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likewise to be unfolded to the earliest emotions of piety. If the young

soul of the child has not taken into itself God the Creator, throngly

his wonderful works in nature, it will not easily at a later period
receive God as taught it from books.™

CITY HIGH SCHOOLS,

At present Towa has forty IHigh Schools connected with its two
hundred and eighty-nine graded schools, of which twenty-three have
well defined courses of study. Seventeen of the independent dis
tricts are employing superintendents for their public schools. Ten
of these devote a part of their time o teaching, and seven give ail
their attention to the work of superintending ; of the latter, two
reeeive salaries of $1,200 each, three $1,500 each, one $1,800, and

one $2,500 per annum. There is only one large city in the State

whose schools are without the services of a capable superintendent.
Every year the people’s interest in these home educational institu-
tions is increasing.  During the last two years I have known fifteen
of these to extend their courses of stndy and teaching force. For

the patrons have learned that setting aside all the superior moral and

socinl benefits which their children may enjoy under their own

parental guidance, in comparison with any associations or influences

to be had away from home, there is still the question of financial

y to be idered. The tuition of the High School may

even reach the sum of 850 or $60 per annum, and yet it will be

from $100 to $200 less per pupil than if' the children were sent to
schools away from home.

At the last State Teacher’s Association the following courses of

study were unanimously adopted for the High Schools of the State :

1. COURSE OF STUDIES FOR HIGH SCHOOLS.

FIRST YEAR.

Funsr TerM—Sizteen Weeks—Elementary Algebra; English Grammar and
Analysis ; Natural Philosophy—fifteen lessons per week of one hour each. Draw-

ing and writing, alternate with Music and Elocution—ten lessons per week of

threequarters of an hour each.
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Sgeoxn Teas—Twee: Weeks—Flementary Algebra; English Compositioa ;
Natural Philosophy—fifteen lessons per week of one hour each. Drawing and
Writing, alternate with Music and Elocution—ten lessons per week of three-
qaarters of & hour each.

Tump Teas—Tweee Weoks—Elementary Algebra ; Eoglish Composition and
Rhetoric ; Physiology—filteen lessons per week of one hour cach. Drawing and
Writing, slternate with Music aud Elocution—tin lessons per week of three.
quarters of an hour each.

SECOND YEAR.
Finst TERs—Siztren Weeka—Higher Arithmetic ; Rhetoric and Composition ;

Ohemistry—if een lessoas per week of one hour each. Drawing and Bookeep-
ing, alternate with Music and Elocution—ten lessons per week of three-quarters

of an hour each,

Srooxn Tenu— Tiesloe Wieks, —Geometry ; English Composition and Literss
ture ; Chemistry—fifteen lessons per week of one hour each. Drawing and Book-
keeping, nlternate with Music and Elocution—ten lessons per week of three-

qwlenor an hour each.

Tmiep Teux—Twdoe Weeks.—Geomeotry ; Bol-n}; Modern History and its
Philosophy—fifteen lessons per week of one hour each. Drawing and Book-keep-
ing, alternate with Masic and Elocution—ten lessons per week of three-quarter-
of an hour ench.

In addition to the branches here given, if possible, thure should be daily
exerciges of twenty minutes in English Composition ; also at least ten minutes
in Free Gymnuuastics,

IL. COURSE OF STUDIES FOR HIGH SCHOOLS,

FIRST YEAR.

First Trwsm.—Sizleen Weeks.—Arithmetic, Higher or Common ; Boghsh Gram-
mar and Analysis; Botany and Natural Philosophy—fifteen lessons per week of
one bhour each, Drawing and Writing, alternate with Music and Elocution—ten
lessous per week of three-quarters of an hour each.

Sx0 WD TEuM.— Twddee Weeks—Elementary Algebra; Latin and Composi-
tion, or Gerwan and Composition ; Natural Philosophy; Naturul History of
Animals—fifieen lessons per week of one hour each. Drawing and Writing,
alternate with Music and Elocution—ten lessons per week of threequarters of
an hour ench,

Tursn Ters.—Tie'vs Weeks.—Elementary Algebra; Latin and Ocmposition,
or Gerwan and Composition ; Natural Philosophy ; Physiology—fifteen lessons
per week of one hour each. Drawing and Writing, alternate with Music and
Elocuticn—ten lessons per week of three-quarters of an hour each.

SECOND YEAR.
Frusr Trnw—Sixteen Weeks—Elementary Algebra; Latin and Composition
or German and Composition; Physical Geography—fifteen lessons per week of
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one hour each, Drwing and Writing, alternate with Music and Compos
ten Jessons per week of three-quarters of an hour each.

Seconp TerM— Twdee Weeks—Geometry ; Latin and Composition, or Ge
and Composition ; Modern History and its Philosophy—fifteen lessons per
of one hour esch. Writing and Drawing, alternate with Music and Elocut]
ten Jessons per week of three-quarters of an hour each,

Tump Tens-Tweles Weeks.— Geometry ; Latin and Compaesition, or G
and Composition ; Modern History and its Philosophy—fificen lessons per wesk
of one hour each, Writing and Drawing, ulternate with Music and Elocution—
ten lessons per week of threo-quarters of un hour each,

THIRD YEAR.

Fisr Tens—~Sizteon Weeks—Geometry ; Latin and Composition ; Greek asd
Composition, olternate; or German sud Freoch, slternate; Chemistry—iifteen
lessons per werk of one hour each.  Writing and Drawing, slternate with Musie )
and Elocotion—ten lessons per week of three-quarters of an hour each,

Becoxp Terwm—Twdee Weks—Trigonometry ; Latin lnd Composition, a»
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SEIVI VAR

Fmst Teru—Sizteen Weeks. —Higher Algebra, Latin and Composition, or
German and Composition ; Anatomy, Physiclogy, and Hyglene—fifteen lcssons
per week of ome hour each.  Dmwing and Book-Keeping, alternate with Music
and Elocution—ten Jessons per week of three-quarters of sn hour each.

Sgooxn Teus— Tedre Wecks.—Higher Algebra ; Latin and Composition, or
German and Composition ; Auatomy, Physiology, and Hyglene—fifteen lessons
per week of one bour each, Drawing and Book-Keeping, alternate with Music
and Elocution—ten lessons per week of Ihreequsncnofu hour each,

T Teus— Twde Weeks.— G try ; Latin and Composition, or German
and Composition; N | History of Animals—fiftcen lessons per wuek of one
pour each. Drawing and Book-Keeping, alternate with Music und Elocution—
ten lessonz per week of three-quarters of an hour each,

THIRD YEAR.
Fmst Tenu—Siztien Weeks.—Geometry , Latin and Caposition and Greck
and Composition, alternate, or German and French; Modern History and its

o h

Greek and Composition, sltergate, or Germanand French,  Chemiste
fifteen lessons per week of one hour each. Book-keeping and Drawing, nﬁs
mate with Music und Elocution—ten lessons per week of three-gqnarters d‘-
honr ench.
Tumup Ters—Tieelve Weeks —Astronomy ; Latln and Composition, or @
and Composition, alternate : or German and French, alternate; Pliysiology
teon lessons per woek of one hour each.  Book-keeping and Drawing, nlterns
with Music and Elncution—ten lessons per week of three-quarters of wn
each, y
In addition to the branches here given, if possible, there should be daily exer |

clses of twenty mi in English Composition, slso at Jeast ten minates in free
Gymnastics,

1. COURSE OF STUDY FOR HIGH SCHOOLS.
FIRST YEAR,

Finsr Tenu—=Sitern Weeks.—C and El y Algebn,
| i English G and Analysis; Natural Philosophy— fifteen lessoss
per week of one hour each. Writing and Drawing, alternate with Musie
Elocution—ten lissons per week of three-quarters of an hour each.

STl 1
r

alternate; Rhetorle, Analysis, and Composition; Natural Philosophy—fiflee
lessons per week of one hour each.  Writing and Drawing, alternate with M
and Elocution—ten lessons per week of thres-quarters of an hour each.
Tumn Teen—7Twodee Weeks—Higher Arithmetic and Elementary Algebra
Rhetorle, Analysis, and Composition; Natural Philosophy—fifteen lessons pe
weok of ane hour each. Drawing and Writing alternate with Music snd Blogs
ton—ten lesons per week of three quarters of an hour each.

fiftleen lessons per week of one hour ench.  Drawing and English
(lowpmlﬁun. alternate with Music and Elocution—ten lessons per woek of three.
guarters of an hour esch,

Sucosd TarM— Twedre Wee a ry i Latin and Composition and Greek
wnd Composition, slternate, or German and French, ete; Modern History and lts
Philosopliy—fifteen lessons per week of one hour each. Drawing and English
Composition, alternate with Music and Elocutlon—ten lessons per week of three-
quarters of an hour each.

Tuiun Tren—Twdee Weeks.—Trigonometry ; Latin and Composition sud
Greek and Composith \ with G and French, ete; Botavy--fifteen
lessons per week of one hour each.  Drawing and English Composition, alternate
wilk Music and Elocution—ten lessons per week of three-quarters of an hour
ench.

POURTH YEAR.

Finst TerM—Sizteen Weeks.—Astronomy ; Latin and Composition and Greek
snd Composith | te, or G and French, ete.; Chomistry—fifteen les.
sons por week of one hour each. Drawing and English Composition, alleroate
with Music und Elocution—ten lessons per week of three-quarters of an houy
each,

Swooxn Tuws—Ticeloe Weeks.—Mental Philosophy ; Latin and Composition
and Greek and Composition, alternate, or German and French, ete; Chemistry—
fifteen lessons per week of one bour each, Elements of Geology—ten lossons
per week of three-quarters of an hour each,

Tumn TrrM— Tieelvo W-h—-lnul Philosophy ; Latin and Composition and
Greek and O it te, or Gy and French, ete; Ohemistry—fif-
teen lessons per week of one hour each. Elements of Geology—ten lessons per
week of three<quarters of an hour cach.
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In addition to the branches here givon, if possible, there should be daily ex.
ercises of twenty mioutes in English Composition ; also at least ten minutey
dally in Free Gymnastics.

COUNTY HIGH SCHOOLS.

A law was enacted by the Thirteenth General Assembly, 1870,
empowering counties with a population of 2,000 or over, to establigh
high schools, by first submitting the question to a vote of the
electors.

The number of petitioners named in the law as necessary to be
presented to the county board of supervisors requiring the latter to
submit the question to a vote, is so large that the eight or ten counties
that made an effort to meet the requirement, utterly failed, hence the
law isa dead letter on the statute book. If this act were simplified,
many of the counties would immediatly establish these schools; and
these local educational institutions would develop a taste for culture,
in many of the youthsof the State, that wounld not otherwise be called
forth. 1

These high schools, in every county, would likewise become a stim-
ulant o the elementary sehools of every district township and indepen-
dent district; and the district and high schools of each county would
most economically and efficiently fit students for the colleges and
University of the State.

ACADEMIES AND SEMINARIES.

At this time there are fifteen schools of this class in the State.
They compare favorably with similar institutions in other States.
Denmark Academy was the first inaugurated, in 1843. Its present
faithful and scholarly principal, IL K. Edson, A, M., has been in
charge for nearly twenty years. He took possession with eighteen
pupils, and the same year closed with ninety, and this number in-
creased until in 1865 it reached two hundred and seventy. The
buildings and grounds are valued at twenty-five thonsand dollars.
As this is the oldest and most liberally endowed school of this char-
noter in the State, a fuller notice here has been given it than any
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other. The following is a list of all the schools of this nature that
have been reported to this Department :

Dixsars Acapesy—Denmark—ZH. K. Edson.

Forer Manisox Acapesy—Fort Madison— LZyman 5. Knight.

Guraxpview Acapesmy—Grandview—2H. &, Hamill.

Acapexy oF TaE Iavacvrate Coxcerrrox—Davenport—Sistar
N ior, pro tem.,

‘5“1}:":0;50““““3 Instrrere—Hopkinton—Samuel Hodge.
Westery Towa Acapexy—Denison—ZRev. ¢, W. GGunnison,
Bisnor Lee Sexusary—-Dubuque—ZF. Emerson Judd.

Oppai Varuey Sexsary—Osage—Aloa Bush.

Lyoxs Fexare Sexivary—Lyous—Geo. B. Moore.

Mantox Sesmixary—Marion.
Mirenere Seanyary—Mitchellville.
Mr. Preasast Fesare Sexixary—Mt. Pleasant, ————
Pausons Semivary—Cedar Rapids—J/. W. Steph

Wanrsrrs Sexaxary—St. Sebald—Sigmund Fritehel.
Winrox Sexsixany—Wilton—Samuel 1. Manning.

COLLEGES.

There are eighteen chartered colleges in the State with assets in
the aggregate of about $2,300,000, employing about 200 teachers
and having in attendance annually about 4,000 students. These are
educational enterprises exclusively under the management of the
varions Christian denominations of the State, and not directly eon-
neeted with the system of popular education represented at this
Department. Nevertheless the two systems are so mutually de-
pendent upon, and helpfal of each other, that a true survey of our
educational interests must include them both, At present it is to
be regretted that the boundary line between the college eurrienlum
and the courses of study adopted in the higher department of onr
graded school system, is not more clearly marked out, and there is,
consequently, not that degree of systematic harmony and intelligent
co-operation between these two great branches of the educational
work that there should be. But there is no rivalry, no strife. Each



120 REPORT OF THE [No. &

rejoices in the prosperity of the other, and both agree to the general
principle that their respective provinces lie in entirely different fields,
The public school lays the foundation, and provides the elementary
basis for that broad and liberal culture which it is the acknowledged
provinee of the college to confer.
It is the aim of the system to secure the children of the masses
such advantages of education and training, as will best fit them for
good citizenship and the ordinary industrinl occupations pursued in
our communities. But there are always those who aspire to a larger
culture, who desire to fit themselves for the professional callings of
life, or who, without having any such special aim in view, are
attracted toward a liberal education for its own sake ; for these
we are happy to know that the enterprise of our Christian
churches is making ample provision. Their number is relatively
small in comparison with the multitudes that pass into the laboring
and business avenues of life, aud the course necossary to be pur-
sued in maturer years, in attaining a liberal edueation so proteacted
that it would seem quite impossible to meet theirwant in any braneh
of the public school system.
In this however we have no occasion for regret; for the colleges
being under the management of ecclesiastical bodies representing
the varions branches of the Christian church are, for the most part,
organized with special reference to the religious interests and spirit-
ual training of their students. In this way an atmosphere of Chris-
tian feeling, and the genial warmth of piety, are thrown around
the otherwise coldly intellectual pursnits to which the youth must be
applied in attaining a scientific and classical education. The ad-
vantages of adiscipline of this kind it is hardly possible to over-
estimate. Whether the higher ranges of study pursued be pre-
dominantly scientific or classical, the result is equally disastrous to
the intellectual powers of the young man or young woman, when
they are not subjected to the regulating and balancing influence
which only religion can provide, In our Christian colleges this end
is constantly kept in view. The aim is to harmonize religion and
culture, and thus save the young mind from the monstrous forms of
moral perversion, which evary day are working the saddest ruin in
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the world, in the nse of instraments which the all-wise Giver in-
tended for beneficient ends.  On the other hand, it is a field ample
envugh for our publie school system to furnish all grades of elemen-
tary education for the masses, and to perfect its methods so as to
prepare the way and invite the childien of even the lowliest of our
citizens to such extended attainments, within these limits, as will
bring them to the border-land of that more enlarged liberal culture,
which the colleges and higher institutions afford.

It is gratifying to announce that all these higher institutions, inclu-
ding the State University and Agricultural College, are open to both
sexes, and that the problem of like educational advantages for the
sexes is in a fair way of receiving a practical solution. It is, how-
ever, already sufficiently apparent that the solution is not to be con-
ducted according to the analogy of the public schools, for in these
higher ranges of study a new term finds its way into the problem,
pointing clearly to certain mental differences between the sexes, and
a wide general disparity with reference to these traits which qualify
for protracted application to the severer studies of a college course.
These are nature’s limitations, and do not reflect one way or another
on the warmly contested social question of these times, as to the
political equality of the sexes. It is practical question as to what
are nature’s demands in the matter of the relative training of the
boy and girl, considering the diverse spheres in which these, in
future life, will respectively move; and if there are clearly ascer-
tainable boundaries within which their capabilities are circum-
seribed, it is obviously the part of the college authorities to
recognize these limits, and direct their efforts accordingly. It will
be no just ground for any invidious inference with reference to the
superiority or inferiority of cither of the sexes, to modify the currieulum
in accordance with the necessities of the case, to provide a course
specinlly adapted to young women, while at the same time that pur-
sned by young men is open alsoto their choice. 'We are happy to know
that the colleges are managing this problem, in preeisely this very
judicions and impartial way. The capabilities, Labits, and eonsti-
tution of the feminine mind, are under earnest and searching study,
with the view of doing for women the ntmost & Christian civilization

16
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would demand; and in order that her own developments may indi-
cate in what direction and to what extent her studies should vary
from that of her male companion, all classes in the ordinary college
conrse, are thrown open to her, while at the same time proximate
efforts are made towards establishing such a course as ghall be peca-
liarly adapted to her wants.

The fullowing is a list of the colleges of the State with their titles,
the name of the President, number of faculty, number of students,
and amonnts of assets, so far as reported to this Department.

: = 2 ]
| 2| 8
g3
TITLE. PRESIDENT, s.# 7 | AssmTs,
z %
Amny Uoll&‘o, Qallege Bprlup. Page e
77 v s e, 4.3 ... a0
Bui;l‘l‘a D‘nlnnuy, Bnrllnmn. vnron n :n B’
olnes connty, . ... .ovennons «Freese, A M......... 8 69
Central Unlvu:nlly of lowa, Pelln,m - ] —
................. i D
Oornell College Mt. Vernon, Linn ; s 1™ Lo
........................... W.F. King, D.D........| & T
Do; ’(ku nes Unlnnll.y Des Moines, 2,8 = o
olk count; T. N. Suow, A. M.... ..
Falrtild Colloge, l"llrnel it G
AL ARUO®: o sisalslos vuidl B 148, A

Nw hun-buy.mu 6 115l 1
T

Bnmbuﬂ!l
Town Onuocn. noell, Poweshick

OOUBLY.+ 00 .|Geo. P, My
Tows Waicpan Unkssatty, M. Fiea: i, DDA 6 4001 A0

|Jolin Wheeler, D. D..... 10, 110,000

B TR0, v o8k s Vos i 6] 147 82,000

F. M. Bruner, A M. ....| 5 170’ ........

100, .o oo ns

3 1 45,000

3 70,000

8] 150{..4.:04 .

OOUBLY s ssaienemnanvonvensorassonss E. B. Kephart, A.M.,...| 4 1. 75,000
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AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

Located at Ames, Story county, on a farm consisting of 648 acres,
The site is eligible, and the gronnds are lnid ont with great care for
purposes of ornament and use. The amount of land received from
the general government and by a legislative enactment made a pre-
petual endowment for the College, is 204,319 acres. The nssets at
present are $700,000. The main college building is 157 x 61 feet
on the ground, and four stories high.  Besides dormitories it con-
fains a library, museum, cabinet of minerals, and a physical cabinet.
There ave also in separate buildings a work-shop and chemical lab-
oratory. There is a faculty of eight professors, including the Presi-
dent. . The number of students, male and female, is218. A system
of self-government has been inaugurated, which nnder the skillful
management of the President, Hon. A. 8. Weleh, and Faculty, has
been productive of the most gratifying results.

STATE UNIVERSITY.

The University with the closing of the year, July, 1871, had 447
students, and a teaching foree, ineluding the different Faculties and
other instructors, of 31, By virtue of the untiring labors of the
Tacultics, the Boards of Trustees and late Board of Regents, together
with the sapport of several Legislatures, it is gradually widening to
the proportions of a first class University.

Its several departments are in good working order, and some of
these are nowhere surpassed in this country. The Iustitution is
justly worthy of the fostering care of the State, and no investment in
the way of appropriations will bring more sure or more satisfactory
returns.

The idea of supplementing the common schools by a school of a
higher order wascarried into effect in our early colonial history by
the establishment of Harvard and Yale. Had the liberality and de-
votion to education which marked the action of the early founders of
this nation, been maintained in spirit, as well as in letter, by their
descendants, we should now possess a much larger number of well
organized eenters of learning, mi ng the fruits of industrial and
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scientific effort, and setting the nation forward upon a broader and
more secure basis of morals and true liberty.

Through the want of these centers of cultare, our educarional pro-
gress has fallen far behind our material development, and we may
safely say that nbt over twenty per cent of the intellectual resources
of the country are made available for practical purposes.

Now wherever, as with us, the University is a part of, and com-
pletes the common ¢chool system, the State has it in her power to
set her hand and seal tothe careful and practical development of
nearly all the intellectual resources which God has placed within her
borders. And we are not to forget that these native gifts of mind
and heart are natural resonrces as much as are the hidden treasures
of the soil, and, as compared with these, have a higher right to urge
their claims to be developed as a part of the State wealth, as all ma-
terial growth is the offspring of the cultured intelleet.

But there is another and more utilitarian argument for higher
education. The genius of our institutions and of our government,
demands it for their protection and preservation. A great State
urged forward to a place in the front ranks of civilization, must be
borne on the hands of leaders equipped for their work. They must
be men not only wise in regard to the present, but familiar with
much of the accumulated learning and experience of the past—men
who believe in the supremacy of thought and the unerring light of
Christian faith. If these are not the dominant influences in the
government, progress must falter, for the State cannot go forward, if
the inherent sagacity of her leaders points in any other direction
than upward through the avenues of a broad and vigorous culture.
She cannot thrive on material prosperity alone. Her vitality must be
fed by those influences which contribute to the formation of wise
diseriminations and correct judgments on all questions of truth and
right.

To be true to her best interest the State must pledge herself to the
generous support of the highest learning and most skilled enlture,
“She must aim to carry forward™ and appropriate “all the labors
and achievements of the human mind,” and call to her aid all the
powers enlisted in literary and scientific erudition and enlture, and
and fortify herself by their friendship and support. She must give to
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the careful training of the mind, as compared with material advance-
ment, ut least an equal share of publie consideration and of publie

treasure. x
To do less than this is to exalt matter above mind, and weaken

the canse of human liberty. For liberty did not first reveal itself to
the human understanding as a political formula. Neither did it dis-
close itself through the influence of material prosperity. It was
through fervent, devout study in the hermit cell, the cloister, and in
the earlier. institutions of learning in the old world, that moral and
mental freedom first asserted itself, and paved the way for that ex-
ternal and practical form of freedom which we enjoy. It wae this
ripening spirit of that age,—born in those ancient seats of learning—
that our fathers caught and conveyed to the American soil, and, as
the surest means of perpetuating it, established the Schools which
have now become the most time-honored seats of learning on this
continent.

Evidences of this embryotic growth of freedom, this struggling
for liberty in the old world, may be traced, even in the present cen-
tury. Guizot during his ministry of public instruction in France,
left this record : “It was my hope by extending the benefits of the
higher schools to the districts of France, outside of Paris, to give ex-
ercise to that freedom of thought and feeling which was unable to
express itself under the weight of the government. At an earlier
date, Napoleon I expressed the same idea by his celebrated remark
to M. de Fontaines, % Leave us at least the Republic of Letters.”

If then the practical liberty which we enjoy, was in the providence
of God secured to us through the inspiration of learning, it becomu
the duty of the State to make mental and moral culture in its
broadest sense its chief aim.

As a State we aspire to be foremost in the radical and progressive
issnes of the times. Shall our educational ideal be lower than our
political ambition ?

We ecall this an age of progress, because crowned and mitered
heads are being humbled, brought down, it is said, to the level of the
people, but we can only be assured of progress when we w0 the
multitude lifted to a position of true and self-asserting sovereignty.

With this view it is plain that the State has only begun its work
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when it has provided liberally for elementary instruction. For while
the elementary school is absolutely indispensable, it is still mainly an
instrument to sharpen the powers, and can only carry the student far
enough to make a respectable start in common business.

The University course deals with principles, the practical appre-
ciation and uses of which constitute human progress, while its as-
sociation of learned men, its laboratories and libraries, and its friction
of thought with thought arouse the mind to a sense of its _capabili-
ties, and awaken aspirations which come only to the more mature
understanding. The elementary school is the distributing rivalet—
the higher school is the ocean by which it is nurtured and kept in
motion. '

To bring this Institution to that position which shall entitle it to
the name of University, in distinction from our colleges, its appro-
pristions must be increased, and an earnest effort made to add to the
present able Faculties, instructors fully up to the advanced learning
und methods of the times, from cther fields of research not yet repre-
sented in the Tnstitution.

It is of the utmost importance that the academic and scientific be
kept in advance of the law and medical departments, and students
for the profession of law and medicine should be required, so far as
possible, to lay a foundation in academic and scientific culture,

The Institution is growing in favor with the pecple in all parts of
the State, and a generons appropriation will receive their hearty en-
dorsement.  Tts influence even in the promotion of industry and
wealth has been felt in many instances. These are but a tithe of
what higher edueation will do for the individual and the general
wealth of the State, when that education is well provided for, and
when we, as a Commonwealth, more fully realize that the highest
development of our ial are dependent upon and must
be preceded by thorough and systematic mental training.

HOMES FOR SOLDIERS’ ORPHANS.

There are three of these in the State. The one at Gleenwood has
twelye acres of land, valued at £1,500, and building $1,200; number
of children, 120; officers and teachers, five. The second at Cedar
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Falls, has 40 acres of land, valued at $2,000, and buildings at
$40,000 ; number of children, 287, average age 114  years:
officers, three; teachers, six; other employes, 30, At Davenport the
Home has 40 acres of land, valued at 3,000, and buildings, $40,0003
number of ¢hildren 310, and employes 41. In all these there are
schools for forty weeks in the year, under the instruction of compe-
tentteachers  The Superintendent of the Davenport Home reports,
November, 1871, that there has been no death in the Institution
since August, 1869, with an average of 873 children in constant
attendance. This Home is regulated upon the “cottage system,”
the other two have each but one building.

STATE REFORM SCHOOL.

The State has leased for this School 1,440 acres of land and build-
ings for a term of ten years, in Lee county, four miles from Salem,
Henry county. It has eighty-six inmates, all boys, and seven officers
and teachers. In October, 1868, it received its first inmate, and
since, one hmndred and forty have been brought under its reforma-
tory influences. The cost per capita is $153.22 per annum. Its
hoard of trustees report the Institution as under the best of disci-
pline, and give encouragiag accounts of those who have left it with
reformed habits and higher aims of life, and who are now valuable
citizens in the communities in which they are fullowing some indus-
trial pursuit. The enterprise has been so successful that an effort
will be made at the next—1872—Legislature to secure a permanent
location for the School, and one more accessible to all parts of the
State.

STATE PENITENTIARY.

This Institution, located at Fort Madison, numbered, November 1,
1871, 273 conviets. The “diminution ™ system adopted is working
admirably as a means of discipline. The constant good conduct of
a convict not sentenced for life, during the first year, shortens his
term 42 days; during succeeding years, 48 days each. Thus, a per-
son sentenced for five years, could, by this humane law, shorten his
period of confinement 234 days. There is religious service every
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Sunday morning, and a Sabbath-school was organized in 1869 by
Gov. Samuel Merrill and Judge J. M. Beck, of the Supreme Conrt,
(the latter has been its superintendent for the past three years) of
which the Warden reports “ that it has a good effect upon all the
conviets, and specially beneficial to most of them in the following
named good results: i

1. There is less punishment required to preserve the discipline of
the prison now, by more than one-half, than before the orgauization
of the sehool.

2. The men do more and better work in the shops than before the
school was arganized.

3. All the officers of the Institution testify to the better disposition
of the men universally.

If these things should continue, it will be found that the best dis-
covered means of prison discipline is the Christian Sabbath-school.

HOSPITALS FOR THE INSANE.

Are located at Mount Pl t and Independ The former
lms 345 acres of land connected with the buildings, valued at
$17,250; buildings, £400,000; nwnber of inmates, 501; officers
and employes of the institution, 80. Dr. Mark Ranney, Superin-
tendent of the Hospital, in his report, Nov. 1869, to the Legislature
states that, “Since the opening of the Hospital, 1425 patients have
been admitted, of whom 741 were men, and 684 women. Ten hun-
dred and twenty-seven—533 men, and 494 women—have heen dis.
charged. It was establizhed in 1855.

The Hospital at Independ is in p of ercction upon a
beantiful tract of land, 1} miles from corporation limits, containing
320 acres, valued at $12,800; cost of the building ander construe-
tion, $280,000; estimated cost when completed, $700,0¢0.

INSTITUTION FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE BLIND.

This Institution is located at Vinton on a site embracing 40 acres
of ground, valued at $,6000. The value of the buildings is estima-
ted at $150,000. The number of stadents is 101; the nnmberof
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THE INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB

Is located at Council Bluffs on 90 acres of land, valued at £9,000;
buildings, $140,000; 98 pupils, 5 supervisory officers, 6 teachers, and
20 other employés. It is a very saperior Institation, affording every
fucility that is offered in any school of this kind in this conntry.

STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND STATE LIBRARY.

The State Historical Society is located at lowa City. It has a
growing cabinet of relics and articles symbolic of the spirit and rep-
resentative of the customs of times past and current, together with
a collection of zoological and mineralogical specimens, amounting
in all to 4,008, It publishes a historical periodical Quarterly, “ An-
nals of Towa,” in which is preserved the early and current history of
the State, in every departmeat of public interest, from direct and
nriginxl Bonrees.

The State Library occupies commodions apartments in the Capitol
building and consists of about 12,000 volumes, of which about 1,000
are miscellaneous. The remainder are works of a legal and doen-
mentary character, forming what is esteemed the most complete law
library in the Northwest.

DAVENPORT PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

As this eity was among the first in the State to organize a union
graded school system, and the first to create the office of city soper-
intendent, which it has liberally supported for over thirteen years,
and as it is the metropolis of Town, it is deemed proper to insert in
this report extracts from the last report of its superintendent, W. E.
Crosby, Esq.

To the Ilmorable Board af Dirvectors of Davenport Independent
Kehool District:

Gexteeses @ In compliance with your rules and regulations I
17 e
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lierewith present my second semi-annual report on the * Condition
of the Schools ¥ under your control :

Tuble showing the Enrollment, Attendance, by Schools, for the hif year ending Feb-
rmlls'n

- : LR E ¥ el
£ I - > J
e T
FOHOOLE. %E’,Eagﬁg”gg
= el R e P ry
e laTBTE S
T R R s e 408 310 286922 69, 308
No. 2. | 499| 401| 267015 74| 408
No. 8 -| 633| 495( 450 v2.7| 274{ 637
No 4 -| 551) 447] 421|040 484
No.b 578 438| 406027 555
No, 6 180| 148( 130692, | 36 108
0, 48] 441017 63
High Sebiool ... -| 128, 105( 100|952
Truining School . .| 113] 83| 78(944
O M e oy it oo (3137124752207 02.8| T02{2888

Tuble comparing the Enrallment, Attendance, ete., for several years :

ABSENTEEISM AND TRUANCY.

The per centum of daily attendance, reckoned on the average

enrollment, as shown by the records of the past ten years, was as '

follows :

For 18834, ... i «..|For 1869-70
T A trers <. ot e For 1870-1
e e

Some unavoidable circnmstances have operated to prevent any
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considerable increase.in the per centum of daily attendance of l)ll])i.ls‘
for the year. Steady and uniform growth of the schools in any di-
rection cannot take place withont uniformity of circumstances and
means. The delay in the improvements of the buildings Nos. 2
and 3, for & month, at the beginning of the year, was in itself suffi-
cient to reduce the attendance, appreciably. Other causes, such as
the loss of the service of two of our best Principals—one by reason
of sickness, and the other, by death—however well their places may
have been supplied, have, in like ] led to irregularity. and
unfavorable results in this regand.

Through all trials and changes, however, we can show advance-
ment. That we can do so, and are able to report an unfailing inter-
est in the public schools is good reason for congratulating your hou-
orable body on a year of successful management. There have been
comparatively few suspensions for “absence without sufficient ex-
cuse,” and very few cases of truancy. We have had no complaints
as to the severity of “rules requiring unreasonable excuses for non-
attendance.”

It will be observed that there have been 7 pupils absent, each day,
for every 100 belonging. Taking the nnmber belonging to each
teacher to be 50, we shall have at least 3 pupils absent from each
room, daily—one or two from every class tanght in the schools. In a
superficial view, this may seem a matter of little moment to the
community. But we may not so regard it. A day lost from school
cannot easily be made good to the child, or find u fair equivalent in
any ordinary service to the parent. In nine out of ten cases of
absence the child is the loser. A day's absence nsnally involves
the sacrifice of four or five recitations in as many branches of study.
It not seldom oceurs that the absence falls on a day when a new
subject is to be begun, or an important and wide-resching principle
in science is to be considered. In such cases the effect may be seri-
ous beyond measure.

Taking all circumstances into account, especially the long dis-
tances which the little children must necessarily go to school, the
above per centum of attendance for the six months past may be ac-
cepted as fair evidence of the fidelity of the teachers, and the co-op-
eration of parents.
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CLASSIFICATION—SUMMARY BY GRADES,

Prim D-p.| Lot. Dept, |Gr. Dap. HigaSe'v| I ~ |

| | | ololelelel glsls] F]

AP E EEC R HHE
so#ooLs. | B| E| E| B :g?‘,eg,é;‘%aac ﬁf_,
TR B 2‘;‘,‘-3[5 alzlsl o 3
_lzzlzlgl g8 ARZIEIE] 8IR|3| &l 2
Nog.. .| 13 58 06| 58] 27| 47 wl 0 8..]. R |
“g b1 83| 4] 49] 62 m' 412817 .| 408
“ g, 14951126] 63(100, 69| 18] 191616 | et
“ 4. 70, 86| 20 54| 51| 87| 241819 )
“ g 197(123) 67) 57| 82 18 9 117 P

w g 3| 41| 40( 0/ 20{ o -

s 15 15, 18 B

High School. . | P, e P ko
Teainidg School . ié 1

Eve, School, (unzndcd)...l...l ............ ,
TG v 5 s n 575,555,148 2305

‘_._..,__ak_.,__. I
Totals by Dipwrtments.| 1445 | 805 1

This table shows the number of pupils remaining in each grade
of the school, at the date of the last monthly report. N umbering
from the lowest class upwards, the 1st, 2d, and 3d grades constitute
the Primary Department; the 4th, 5th, and 6th, the Intermediate De-
partment; the Tth, 8th, and 9th, the Grammar Department; the 10th
11th, 12th, and 13th grades the High School. This gives thirteen
years to the course of instraction pursued in these schools, and if the
child, entering the first grade at five years of age, suffer no delay in
promotion by reason of unavoidable causes, he will, if possessed of
ordinary capucity, graduate from the high school at eighteen, A
good mind attending school regularly, may, if thought desirable, do
the work in less time.  This is one year saved as compared with
the former elassification, the same amount of work being required.
But L am satisfied that the conrse may be completed in twelve years
and nothing be lost to the pupil—and thus oo yearsof school-going
be saved to this community. Bat befom making a further reduetion
of the time allowed for the completion of the of study, it is
important to consider whether the age and eapacity of a fair mmmﬁy v
of children will admit of it.

The actual workings of the schools show that nothing but non-
attendance or incapacity interrapts the progress of the individual.
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tlearcely a week passes that does not embrace in its record promo-
tions of classes or pupils. It is true that here and there is found a
mind possessed of superior talent or aptitnde in some one branch,
on whose behalf it is urged by persons not well informed as to facts,
that snch an one is restive and suffers injustice under the restrictions
of grade and class. The very few of such cases that may possibly
emt are provided for by means of the method of averages. By
tluo, least and greatest attainments are considered together, with the
seale always on the side of talent. For, it is seldom, we might
almost say never, the case, that talent in a single direction is nnac-
companied by ability in any other. Besides, all great thinkers
who have spoken on the suhject urge that, edwcation must aim
to develop and strengthen each of the whole vound of human fae-
ulties. Moreover, talent takes care of itself.

Certain it is that somebody must decide that minds are fit or unfit
to be classed, to be promoted in a body, or singly, and the decision
must bea reasonable judgment, based upon observution in accord-
ance with a plan containing in itself the proofs of its own valne and
correctness,

Says Horace Mann, in his report on European Schools :

“The first element of superiority in a Prussian school, and one
whose influence extends thronghout the whole subsequent conrse of
instruction, consists in the proper elassification of the scholars. In
all places where the numbers are sufficiently large to allow it, the
¢hildren are divided according to age and attainments; and a single
tencher has charge only of a single class, or of as small a number of
classes s is practicable.”

Diseard the idea of classes and grades, and by so doing you make
Jree sohools an intolerable burden to the community. For by means
of them large numbers of children are taught by comparatively few
seachers, and thus the cost of instruction greatly reduced, and taxa-
tion rendered less burdensome. Tt is classification that helps most
to make public schools better and cheaper than private institations.

The table enables us to compare the varions schools, and the
pupils of the same grade in different schools with one another.
Other things being equal it illustrates the relative capaeity seify
Mmqehpnmbmdmmmoﬂﬁﬁm‘
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and the comparative influence of the teacher to retain her pupils in
school and secure their promotion. This particular exhibit will
reveal some weaknesses to the practiced eye, which are effects due
to canses some time since removed.

The table reveals one highly important fact to the community, one
in which society as a whole is profoundly concerned. T refer to the
large fulling off of pupils before the course of study i3 completed.
In the Primary Department, the first three grades, corresponding to
the ages of six, seven and eight, there remain 1,448, one-half of the
whole number, while in the High Sehoul but one hundred and two
remain in the four grades of that Department. Out of the whole
number, but ten remain to graduate !

The grand objects of education eannot be attained by the best
methods in the hands of the best teachers the world can farnish, in
the limited time permitted to the majority of children taken from
school at early ages. It would be folly to suppose that any artifices
could be made to replace the element of time in a process of natural
growth. “To everything there is a season.” Neither human mus-
cle nor brains can be forced to a maximum result before the age of
twenty. Why, then, force the youth to employ their physical powers
in hard labor while their mental faculties remain undeveloped.

It is bad economy to take the youth from school and put them at
work with a view to gaining, pecuniarily, thereby. Every boy added
to the number of laborers tends to diminish the wages of men.
Labor is cheapened, bat by means of actual waste.

Tmmature brains and hands will produce cheap results, but at a
loss in the quality and work hip of produets. If there be any-

:

thing in the idea of educated labor, it fails of a fair expression by
reason of the fact that education is not given time to train and
mature the powers of labor.  In the outcome, force is wasted through
imperfect instrumentalities and crude applications, .
Itis deleterious tothe morals of society. If it be conceded that
intellectual employment adds to moral character, then the question
needs no further argament.  For the mind of the youth engaged
daily in the study of facts, principles and sciences, must live in an
atmosphere whose prevailing hue is pure truth. ~ Indeed, one of the
chief ends of knowledge is the removal of error, and the consequent
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gain of truth. A= soon as the youth enters any ondinary vocation or
pmfessiuu, he nears the purlieus of falsehood and vice, and to resist
temptation to evil becomes no small portion of his daily tasks. He
should have leave and help to grow, intellectually and morally, till
he shall have acquired stability of character.

PENMANSHIP AND BOOK-KEEPING.

The efficiency of the writing has been much increased by the addi-
tion of an assistant teacher, who instructs the primary grades.
Before the present year, instruction in penmanship was not given to
pupils below the A rooms: now it is extended to all the children in
the school Book-keeping is added to the High School ecourse.
That these are great improvements of a nseful character, the com-
munity will not be slow to admit.

Book-keeping in the High School seems to find much favor with
parents and pupils. Nearly all of the masters and misses of that
department are receiving instruction in a regular course, which will
equivalent to that obtained at the best commereial schools.

MUSIC.

Tnstruction in voeal music was introduced into the schools this year
for the first time. I am aware that many persons regarded it as a
doubtful experiment, and some s involving a useless expense. Bt
nine years observation as Principal of a city school where the
elements of music and singing were taught to every one of sixteen
hundred children with unquestioned wis my that
if induced and properly tanght in these schools it would become an
essential and permanent part of the system, and wonld earn fmw
the hearty approval of the community. My hopes are realizing

uite fast enongh.

. In no exercise of the school-room are the children more interested

than in this, to none, say their teachers, do they look

with more desire, and in none do I find teacher and pupil

heartily in sympathy with one another. i
It will afford parents pleasure, mdy,h—'w ‘hil
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of enlture. Ilow it could 80 long remain out of a good system of
schools is a mystery to me.

The teacher cannot personally instruct all the children for a very
good resson—want of time. She can give but one lesson a week to
each of the rooms of the Intermediate Grammar and High School
Departments, leaving the primary rooms to be reached through the
regular teachers, whom she instructs. This may not seem so well,
but it is the best that can be done under the circumstances. It will
not do to neglect the little ones. The notion of favoring the older
pupils with instruction in the special branches, and ignoring these
little ones is neither good philosopy, nor safe practice.

When the work takes shape, and the teacher finds himself at home
in it, time may be gained, and nothing lost by bringing any two
rooms of nearly the same grade,in each building, together. Instrue-
tion in music may often be given to pupils in mass, with advantage.

Many things are gained by bringing many voices together, provided
they can be suitably directed and harmonized.

Such an arrangement will enable the teacher to visit each grade
of pupils oftener than once a week—an end much to be desired, on
hehalf of rapid progress and unfailing interest.

THE TRAINING SCHOOL.

In last year's report on this very essential part of the system, I
remarked as follows: T do not detract from the merits of the work
done in the Training School, by saying that the practical knowledge
of modes of discipline and methods of instruction gained therein ¥
will not supply the place of the mental culture and technical know-
ledge so requisite to the highest success in teaching.”

Bearing this in mind, an atterpt has been made this year to give
the school a more scholastic character and at the same time preserve
all that make it valuable as a training school for teachers in school
government and methods of instruction.  Accordingly, grammar,
arithmetic and geography have been regularly taught, Copsiderable
attention has been given to English analysis, elocution, and compo-
sition.  Physieal geography has heen taught topically, Mental
philosophy has been considered in its relation to teaching. During
the remainder of the year it is proposed that physiology, history, and
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literature be taken up and studied as far as time will permit.  Itxill
at once occur to you that the results to be accomplished in so wide a
range of subjects in a single year will depend largely on the willing-
ness of the pupil-teachers to read and investigate for themselves in
Jhours out of school. But the majority of them are already some-
what familiar with most of the branches specified, and for such the
task will be only a favorable occasion for review with a special view
to their practical application and the best modes of teaching them.
All are zealous and seem anxions to qualify themselves in all possi-
ble ways for the work of teaching.

The plan of our orgavization was moditied by appointing an nssist-
ant, whose time is chiefly employed as a model teacher, but is in
part devoted to the instruction of classes from the Tligh School, and
in part to the trainers in branches of study pursued for professional
benefit.

This arrangement provides a skillful and competent teacher to the
children attending the training school, for a good portion of the
time, and thus is met an objection made to it, on the part of some
persons, to the effect that their children suffered for the sake of in-
experienced girls, who were learning to teach.

The wanagenzent of the echool has been satisfictory. The good
work done this year must commend its nsefulness to the confidence
of the people.  All of last year's graduates, save one, are now in the
gchools, and, withont exception, have proved themselves well quali-
fied. It is not venturing too much to say that those who will
graduate at the close of the present year will be fonnd equally
worthy. In this conneetion I wish to recommend that an examina-
tion for graduation on technical and practical qualifications be held
at the close of the year, which shall be final for employment in the
order of merit shown by means of the examination, and that this be
made a standiug rale of the Board.

1t is recommended, further, that a two years’ course be authorized,
in addition to the present one, which, in character and comprelien-
siveness, shall aim to reach the dignity of a Normal Sehool course,
for the complete truining of teachers in the interest of the city.

The reasons for these recommendations are, in brief, (1) That
the inereasing and higher demands of the schools may be supplied

18
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with teachers educated under the supervision of the Board, and (2),
That the influence and reputation of the schools of the city may be
extended and thus the interest of the city itself be built np and
conserved.

SABBATH SCHOOLS.

H. W. Knapp, State Sabbath-school Worker, and Editor of the
Jowa Sabbath Sehool Helper, has furnished to this Department the
following enconraging statistics on the Sabbath-school interests of
the State: .

L T S e M AR i I S 4,000
LTy e A R e Y S R 10,000
A T o X T T A O 35,000
b S T P 200,000 E

Making in all a Sabbath-school force of 245,000 directly interested
in the work. County Associations have been organized in seventy ,‘
five of the one hundred counties that constitute the State, and these
are modeled in the main after the plan of the State Association, and
governed by the constitution it recommends. We have elsewhere
expressed our estimate of this institution, and take occasion in this
connection simply to suggest that the State and County Associa-
tions, above alluded to, will confer a lasting benefit on our religious

communities, and inangurate one of the most needed reforms of onr

time, if they will reconstruct the entire internal machinery of the
Sabbath-school, so as to make it more completely an institution of

the Christian church than it now is. We are assured by the State

Worker that this is now under advisement, and that presently, it is
in contemplation, to submit and urge for trial a scheme of Sabbath-
school organization, that shall take in more largely the membership
of the churel, and so modify the prevailing methods of classification
and instruction, as to secure the children a more systematic aud effi-
cient training in religion. 'We can conceive of no effort more timely
and commendable than this; and, since the institution, as now man-
aged, is open to many serious, though generally suppressed objec-
tions, all of which center at last in a general looseness of method, it
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is a matter of congratulation that the combined aim of these associa-
tions is to remedy this defect.

AMENDMENTS TO SCHOOL LAWS?

In addition to the suggestions incidentally made in the body of

this report, contemplating certain vital changes in the school system

of the State, T would recommend the followin,‘; winor amendments,
which are deemed of immediate and pressing importance:

First. Section 3, School Laws of Iowa, 18(38. ghould h.? 80
amended as to have the words, % And a similar 'nut}ca 'almll be Fwen
by the same officers in case an Independent district is left without

» ose of said section.
om;zndfdd;::t:l?;b‘l'd.) 1868, should be so amended that .it.s
provisions would extend to any change eﬁ'ectefl in the civil
boundaries of townships by the Dboard of supervisors. An‘ now
worded, it is limited to cases in which a district township is divided
into two or more entire townships for civil purposes. T would .sng:’
gost that after the words sgp the consolidation of civil townﬂflpl,
in said section, the words “or other c(l;:\ges in the bonndaries of

ivil ® be a I

mﬂ M‘}“P“ f(I);mSec.P:;,Po(eIe;id,) it !i‘npe:nggealcd that after the words
%third Monday in March and” be inserted the words * second Mon-

2 9
d.;;:;rlh. Sec. 39, (1bid,) should be so ded as ﬁmt,“' di-
ately after the words © sufficient eanse for failure so to do shonlii
oceur the proviso “ That the number of pupils attending sclwoldm
any sub-district, shall not be less than one-fourth of the chil i
enumerated in said sub-district, during the summer t&'n,l,, nor
than one-thind of such enumeration during the winter term.

In Section 40, (Ibid,) after the words “ contingent expenses
of the sub-district” the words “where they attend ufhool i ohonldb:
stricken out, and in their place the words “in which they reside
should bo inserted. atat

Siwth, Sec.92, (1bid,) should be amended by strlking ont of said sec
tion, after the words  County Treasurer shall,” in the first line, the
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words “on the first Monday in April,” and inserting the words % gy
the Friday next preceding the third Monday in March.” J

Seventh. Sec. 143, (1bid,) should be so amended as to provide for
the revoking of a State certificate in case the holder thereof volyp.
tarily absents himself from the county institute. 3

Lighth. Section 3, of chapter Sth, of the Acts of the Thirteonth
Ceneral Assembly shonld be so amended as to have the clauge:
“and the President shall have a vote only in case of a tie,” append
at the close,

sy term, 1 planned a tour of general inspection into all pu!ﬁulni of
th; State, taking Institutes and other public meetings in the nulcnzsls
of public schools, as the oceasions of my visits, and by n-unwltug
with teachers, and looking over the field with my own eyes, learning
in this way the peculiar wants and local embarrassments of the
different school communities of the State.

I have thus been able to make a thorongh canvass of the ground,
and gain such a conception of the condition of onr pnblif N‘h()(.)l
inm;!!a as T eould not otherwise have acquired. In pmsocut‘m.g this
design, I have traveled 14,102 miles in 18 months, and have in the
same time delivered 73 lectures.

Incidentally, I have been permitted to wituess other results than
those in immediate contemplation, when projecting a survey of the
State, 1 aimed to scquire information from personal intercourse
with teachers and others, on the condition of the publie schools. I
was gratified, however, to observe a general awakening anfl rekind-
ling of educational zeal. 1 find that in carrying out this plan I
have unwittingly done what in Massachusetts, during the past year,
was nccomplished by a system of agencies, regularly equipped by
the Legislature, and sent out over districted portions of the State to

Jish for public schools what only the living voice and a heart
warm in the canse can accomplish. T may be allowed to notice in
this connection, as strengthening the eonvietion, that T hiave not put
an exaggerated estimate upon that kind of school-work in which the
living voice of its State officials is the instrument chiefly relied on—
the face that the board of edueation of the State of Massachusetts,
after gecuring an appropriation from the Legislature for the purpose,
and distributing the State to six agents, saw proper to include among
these six agents, no less illustrions persons than Prof. 8. 8. Greene,
of Brown University, and Ion. N. P. Banks. Mr. Banks, in his
report, says, * I can conceive of no means more efficient or more
certain to produce the desired result than that of the agencies e:-
tablighed by the act of the last Legisluture.” .

The Secretary of the Board, Dr. Sears, has the following language
in his report :

&1 cannot dismiss fhis subject without expressing my deep and
abiding conviction that the experiment tried the past year has fully

SCHOOL FUND.

As suggested in my report of 1868-9, the present system of man
aging this fund will always result in a loss of annual interest to be
apportioned to the schools of the State. But so long as the Legisls-
ture will not change the system and concentrate the fund and allow
it to be managed by the State, rather than by the counties, T endorse
the State Auditor’s suggestions for improving the present system, i
his report just issued.

It has been reported to this department that in parts of Jackson
and Lee counties, school officers pay the school funds to denoming
tional schools as well as to the public schools. This is in M
violation of law, and these officers should be held responsible fo
transcending the power provided in the statutes of the State whfmﬁ.
they have sworn to execute and obey.

LABORS OF STATE SUPERINTENDENT.

By section 103, School Laws of Towa, 1868, it is made my d
to report to your honorable body sundry matters pertaining to th
educational inferests of the State. Aside from items of a purely
statistical character, enumerated in the above section, the most diffi-
cult task it imposes is to draw out in just and comprehensive term
“a statement of the condition of the common schools of the State,”
‘and a plan for their more perfect organization and efficiency.” I

order to be better able to discharge that duty, in_the early portion of
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proved the wizdom of the Legislature in making appropriations for
the purpose, and that the continnance of it would have the happiest
influence in promoting education among the people of the State, It

has been made quite evident that the speediest and surest wgy‘d

reaching and moving the liearts of the people on the subject of com.
mon gchools, is through the living voice of judicions, earnest, and
experienced men, thoroughly acquainted with our institutions for edn-
cation, and feeling their inestimable value,”

It will not be amiss to suggest some such experiment in this State,
as a means of arousing a more general interest on the subject of
popular education.

And, T wounld thetefore, call your attention to the recommendations
made by Governor Merrill, in his message of 1870, viz: That the
State by proper officials appoint six Assistant State Superintendents,
whose duties shall be confined within six specified districts, and whe
shall devote themselves exclusively to the work of lecturing and
teaching at Institutes, and meeting educational conventions for school
officers, and in visiting schools. -

OFFICE WORK.

During the past threo years the business of this Department has
been largely augmented, by an inerease of correspondence and school
decisions.  Within this period 6083 letters have been written, 2000
circulars have been sent out, and 70 decisions have been made, and
over 5000 copies of School Laws and Snperintendent’s reports, have
been distributed with a large number of school blanks. To enable
an accurate discharge of these duties, the Census Board gave the
office the services of a clerk, in connection with the Deputy Super-
intendent for the past eighteen months. The ontlay of the Department
for salaries is less than $4000 per annum, By comparing these statis-
ties with those of New York, where the outlay is 811,600, and with
those of Pennsylvania, where it is $10,000, it will be seen that the ex-
penses of this State are proportionately small, and inadequate to the
wants of'a school system, that is represented by nearly half a million of
aschool population, and over 20,000 teachers and school officers, And
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a
i fation for this
Id suggest that the Legislature make an appropria
;):;:nms-nt so that it may be able to meet the growing demands
made upen it, by the school interests of the State.

CONCLUSION.

sannot close this report without returning my most singere
ﬂ\in::l::‘t::n‘;:hers and ecl[lool officers throughout thc State for ﬂ;elr
hearty co-operation with this Department. In addition, T tuke p leui
sure in making special mention of the Census Board who respon e;
so promptly to the need of additional help for the office wfnen sue ;
aid was indispenzable to the school interests of the State; als«(,;. o
the Deputy Prof. W. H. Wynn, for aid in general c:ﬁice work nlul on
this report, and of the clerk, Edw. Merimee, for his acenrate labors
on the statistical tables and in the correspondence of the office.
A. 8. KISSELL, .
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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ADAIR COUNTY.

This county is, comparatively, a new one, and consequently our
schools suffer for want of competent teachers. The schools are
many of them small, and the scholars are of course backward and
less interesting than in the older portions of the State. Teachers!
wages are too low to attract teachers of the best qualifications and
consequently we are obliged to use the material we have on hand.
Time and age will measurably correct these evils. What we need
in this county is a good normal or training school for teachers.

It is too much the fashion in fthis region to leave the school
entirely to the teacher and officials. [ have rarely seen a parent
inside of a school-room in this county, and the directors, though
required by law to look after the teachers whom they hire seldom
perform this important duty.

As o consequence of the foregoing facts the schools do not acquire
the popularity and importance which they deserve, and seholars,
unless inclined of themselves, do not attend the sehools with prompt-
ness and regularity. Parents seem to have but little control over
their children in this respect, and often the influence they have—
warped by their indulgence or stupidity—is exerted in the wrong

direction to an extent alarming and destructive to many sehools.
Children are not only allowed but encouraged to remain at home for
the slightest reasons. This is the great obstacle to the prosperity
and stccess of the smaller schools. In the face of all these obsta-
cles, however, I am happy to be able to state that the good cause is
making progress in our new and growing eounty, and that all efforts
in the right direction meet with reasonable BHCCess,
14

2
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ADAMS COUNTY.
W. P. JEFFREY, SUPERINTENDENT.

Scarcely seven months have elapsed since I entered upon the
luties of this office. During this time I have visited all the schools
of the connty but six, which I could not visit on account of beifxg
engaged in teaching. I found many of the schools doing well, while
afew had mercly a name to live. Our great want is more woll
qualified teachers and sehool officers—teachers not only well qul‘h-
fied, but dexterons and skillful —officers that will perform the duties
incumbent npon them in both spirit and lettcr.gndu" )

vogress.—I am glad to that we are y progressing.
Dfingtbeywehvinmwwiiou-‘w“ have been built
and others are in progress; many of the old school-houses have been
furnished with the latest improved seats. In Corning we are erect-
ing a brick school-house at a cost of 810,000, which ig to be ready
for nse by the first day of next January.

Professional Teachsrs.—It is not necessary to make an illustra-
tion to prove that the principle of changing continually from one
business to another necessitates a failure in nine cases out of ten.
Practical examples are before us almost daily showing that in order
to improve the eondition of our schools, it is necessary that we have
a corps of earnest, successful, professional teachers. I find some
teachers are cheap at any reasonable price, while others would be
dear if they tanght for no more than the value of their boarding, but
these are gradually thrown out of the field of teaching by the more
carnest and successful teachers taking their place.

When we can hiave all our schools supplied with teachers who
have qualified themselves for the work and engage in the vocation
48 a profession, then we may expect onr schools to rise to that high
eminence which we so mneh desire.

Normal Schools—From the fact that all educational improve-
ments concentrate themselves upon the work of the teacher, it is all
important that the means and advantages for qualifying the teacher

19
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for his great and arduous work, should be given. In compliance

with this we are looking forward at no great distant day when we
shall have just such a school in our county.

APPANOOSE COUNTY.
G. C. GOODENOUGH, SUPERINTENDENT.

1. Educational Progress in the county—The progress has baen
slow, but an increasing interest seems to be felt among the teachers,
and many are laboring hard to prepare themselves for successful
teachers. We have five graded schools in the county, and good
teachers at #he head of them. The low wages paid is quite a draw-
back upon the success of our schools, and many good teachers are
preparing to engage in other business, as the result.

2. Educational work done by the County Superintendent—
There have been two Institutes, and three County Teachers® Associa-
tions during the year, besides several Township Associations, whicl
haye resulted in some good, both to teachers and to the community at
large, and these associations will be continued during the coming
year. The Superintendent’s time has been devoted exclusively to
the work, and the standard of education has been gradually raised.

8. By other Agencies—No other agencies have been employed
except several Literary Societies throngh the county. 4

& Measures caloulated to advance the wohool interests of the
county.—Having been acting as Superintendent for only a short
time, I am unable to say anything under this head. In fact I am
unable to determine the meaning of the question, whether it means
What measures would be best caleulated to advance the school inter-
ests of the connty? or, What measures have already been taken to
advance them? The question to me is so indefinite, that T will not
attempt to reply. :

4
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BENTON COUNTY.
H. M. HOON, SUPERINTENDENT.

The schools of the county have improved twenty per cent over
last year. The citizens and parents have been aroused in many
townships, as though it were from a deep sleep, to a knowledge of the
situntion and wants of their schools. Parents, officers, teachers, and
pupils have come in contact through the township institute work.
Here they have learned each others’ wants, and as brothers working
in the cause of humanity, have united as one man in the work of
systematizing, classifying, and properly arranging their schools for
greater proficiency. What we want most to perfect the design of
the common school system, making it more effeetive in its mission,
is & unanimity of action on the part of the parent, officer, teacher,
and pupil. The best method, in my opinion, of accomplishing this
desirablo end is through the township institute work. Iere we
meet—director, parent, pupil, superintendent, and teacher—all more
or less interested in the of each school. It is here the
living, energetic, and persevering teacher appears; his method,
theory, and system, as well as his profound knowledge of human
uature and science, are fully comprehended. The patrons, director,
and pupils of his school are delighted. One will whisper, “ Noble
fellow!™ Another will say, in low but audible voice, “ Yon shall
lave my support and influenee.” A third class teacher next appears:
what a contrast! it beggars deseription. Emulation appears:  “ No
more third, or even second class teachers,” saysone. “Iam of the
same opinion,” whispers another. A thind says, “We will have a
good teacher or none.® A fourth exclaims, “T have learned more
ahont teaching, and teachers, and schools, than ever I knew.'s
Here is a point gained, and confidence in ability strengthened, and
the professional teacher honored.

T have labored zealously for the advancement of the sehools of the
county—traveled twenty-three hundred miles, making two hundred
and ninety-three school visits—had ten township and two county
ingtitutes, and one connty normal school of six weeks® session.
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The board of supervisors and one or two county newspapers haye
aided nobly in the work; also many of the ministers have given
their infl and assist

I would advise many changes in the school laws: a stated salary
per annum for county superintendents—a change in the of

lecting county superi dents ; also, a modification in the town. |
ship system of directors, and other features of the law, which arg
unintelligible and defective. The whole law needs revising.

BREMER COUNTY.
CHILES 8. HARWOOD, SUPERINTENDENT.

ZLducational progress in our county—1st. We have ten per
cent less teachers than when two years ago, or nearly two years,
I took charge of these schools, and we are able to-day to pay upon
# written examination a very much higher per cent of a much more
severe examination. T think I can safely say that onr average qnq“
fication has advanced not less than ten per cent.

2d.  The most interesting feature of improvement is the fact that
teachers are more fully awake in a common-sense manner, viz: that
their pecuniary interests demand better qualification. That demand
is ever regulated by supply, and that the world is not indifferent to
the results of skilled labor. And the interest that parents and school
officers are evincing in our school work is increasing; where one year
ago last epring a director said tome:  She will do to teach our sum-
mer gchool 5 we can get her cheap,” the same man said to me this
spring :  “Send us a good teacher, money is noobject.”  And I am
fully convinced that in many districts of this county a known poor
teacher cannot get employment at any price, while a known good
and faithful one will be secured regardlessof cost. This is progress.
“The laborer is worthy of his hire,” and in no dopartment more &0
than in ours,

mmkdouby&unty&m.—lhw e
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this: Given almost every moment of my time, and all of my inter-
est to this work. Ihave visited every school, or very nearly every
school, in the eounty fivice, and many more frequently, and have
kindly yet firmly, almost invariably, corrected all the errors noticed ;
have encouraged and commended all the good, and discouraged all
the bad; have in fact made school my trade and “worked at my
trade.”

T have held about a dozen Teachiers’ Associations in the county—
primary object to teach method.  Yet in order to teach method, facts
must be taught. Results, method, and fact, or fact and method.
I cannot tell how much work Thave done. Ican truly say this:
never in my life time did I ever do more hours of work or work more
diligently and earnestly, and all my life has been toil. And as re-
gards the work done by other agencies, I can say this: We have
fully a score of the ablest, most conscientions, working teachers in
the world, and several men on our school boards will do all in their
power to fix and sustain a standard of education that is an honor to
our State.

With the aid of these we have been enabled to work up in several
parts of our connty a genuine enthusiaem, and poor work will not be
tolerated, and good work will be well compensated.

All of this respectfully submitted.

BUCHANAN COUNTY,

8. G. PIRRCE, SUPERINTENDENT.

On reviewing the educational history of this county during
period of my official eonneetion with the schools, painfully
conscions that a vast amount of work remains to be done ,
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aggregate valuation of over $100,000.00. The unsightly log cabing
and rough board shanties have been replaced by neat and substantia]
structures, designed with some intelligent reference to the health,
convenience, and happi of their ocenpants, while several of those
recently built vie with our churches and other public buildings in
architectnal beauty. The citizens of Independence, Jesup, and
Winthrop deserve much credit for the public spirit they have mani-
fested in the erection of large and beautiful school buildings. More
costly and showy buildings may be found in larger towns, but I
think there are few, if any, in the State better adapted to their
intended use,

Zurniture—Nearly all the school-houses erected in the county
during the last four years are furnished with patent desks of the best
style, and the general introduction of this kind of furniture is only &
question of time. Ample blackboards are now common, and where
they have not been provided our teachers make the walls of their
school-rooms available by covering them with dark blue paper.

Apparatus—With a few exceptions the schools of the county are
supplied with outline maps, globes, numeral frames, ete.

Schools.—There are one hundred and forty, including the several

departments in the independent districts, Four are graded and have
a fixed course of study. The common branches are tanght in all,
some of the higher English in a few, the Latin language in three,
and the German in one. The school year has been extended from
six to over seven months. Teachers’ wages have advanced, during
the period under review, from $21.04 for males and $13.88 for
females, to $39.75 and $25 per month. Boards of directors now fix
the compensation of teachers according to the grade of their certifi-
cates; making no anjust diserimination in favor of males—brains,
not muscles, being chiefly in demand. In some districts a difference
of ten dollars per month is made in the wages of first and second
class teachers.

Lrivate Schools—A few private schools are opened during the
vacations of the public schools, and are doing a good work. I am
happy to report but one denominational school in this county. This
one draws its entire support from the foreign element of our popula-
tion,
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Teachers—Sixty-four males and one hundred and sixty-six female
teachers are employed during the year. Of this n.umber. twenty
may be classed as professional teachers, of ripe experience, and well
established reputations; while a large majority are faithful and effi-
cient, up to the measure of their abilities. \

The demand, however, for skilled labor in the school-room is large-
Iy in excess of the supply. Ihave many applications from school
officers, constantly on file, for first class, experienced teachers. To
meet this demand, we have drawn largely upon the counties around
us. Public opinion in this part of the State, would cordially sustain
our Legislature in making ample provisions for the education of

T;Booh.—l?ni'bnnity was secured through the action of a
county convention of school officers, and remains undisturbed ex-
cept in & few districts, in which the diginterested benevolence of book
agents has been manifested. :

Methods of Instruction—The old penknife method of teaching
reading, has given place to the Word and Phonic method; while
charts, black-boards, and slates, render the first steps pleasant and
ensy. Papils are better classified in this branch than formerly.
More attention is given to elocutionary drill. Lessons have been

ghortened, from four pages to four paragraphs, our teachers’ motto
being:  “Fight it outon that line, if it takes all summer.”

In spelling, the written is universally combined with the oral
method; progress marked again by short lessons and thorough w(:rk.

Map drawing is tanght in connection with geography. In .-nth-
metic, more attention is given to principles, and the formation of
correct habits of reasoning, than to the mechanical application of
rules.

Grammar is tanght orally, to some extent. Drawing is success-
fully taught in many schools; and music lends her sweet inspira-
tion, to break the monotony and enliven all the exercises of the
school-room.

Year by year, as 1 have visited the schools of the county, I have
noticed less and less, of slavish dependence upon text-hooks, more of
oral instruction, more object-teaching, more constant use of slates
and black-boards, more frequent and thorough reviews, and, as a
consequence, better and better results.
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Institutes—In addition to our annual Institute, which is always
largely attended, more than 200 teachers being present at the last,
we hold township, or one-day Institutes during the winter term.
Dividing the county into four sections, of four townships each, and
Lolding an Institute in each section once in four weeks, we have g
teachers’ meeting at some point in the county, every Saturday during
the sixteen weeks of the winter term. I simply pay a well deserved
compliment to our teachers when I say, that these meetings are well
attended and enthusiastically sustained. For some years past “The
Teachers’ Column,” in one of our local papers, has been filled with
original articles contributed by the teachers of the county.

School Laws—Few, I think, whose sympathies are fully in har-
mony with the grand objects of our noble school system, will care
to see it again subjected to Legislative tinkering; and yet a few.
changes in the school law seem to be necessary. The sub-director,
if we must have such an officer, should hold his office for three years.
He should receive pay for his services, and give bonds to do his
whole duty as an oficer. The men who levy and disburse three-
fifths of all our taxes, and nominally guard the dearest interests of

the State, should not be required to work for nothing, nor allowed to
make the injustice of such a requirement an excuse for neglect of
duty.

My grateful acknowledgments are due to school officers and teach-
ers, for their uniform courtesy and hearty co-operation; to many
friends throughout the county, for their generous hospitality, and to

the dear boys and girls for their cheerful greetings, and many acts
of kindness.

BUENA VISTA COUNTY.
JAMES D. ADAMS, SUPERINTENDENT.
The schools of the county me in a good condition, have been sup-

pliedwithgoodhchen,mdhuebeenwellmmaged. The several
Township Boards of Directors have shown an interest in schools
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that is praisworthy. In 1870 there were but few schools in the
county, and but two good houses ; now there are many good houses,
90 x 80 feot, and all seated with the best seats and desks, and nearly
every school house lot is prepared, by breaking a strip of the prairie
around it, for planting trees nmext spring. I expect that nearly
every lot will be surrounded with a nice grove, and supplied with
wells and all necessary outbuildings. 1 called a meeting of the Di-
rectors of the whole county last winter for the purpose of adopting
a uniform series of text-books throughout the county, and a com-
mittee was appointed to seleet, and their report at a succeeding
meeting was adopted, and all new books purchased in the county
sinee that time have been of the kind recommended. In the villages
or towns, Storm Lake, Newell, and Sioux Rapids are designing to
establish graded schools as soon as suitable buildings can be provi-
ded. The wages offered to teachers have been raised about one-
fourth above former prices. Most of the District Townships offer
$45 for first class, and $35 for second class.

1 think that sub-directors should have something allowed them for
the time they spend in looking after the interest of schools, and can
<ee no reason why laws have not been passed allowing them a com-
pensation sufficient to induce the best men in each sub-district to
aceept of the office.

Our Teacher's Institute, held last December, was well attended by
teachers and school officers, and was profitable not enly to teachers,
but it awakened an interest among parents that has been plainly
seen in the imp tof the schools. The Institute was man-
aged and conducted entirely by the teachers of the county.

BUTLER COUNTY.

W. A LATHROP, SUPERINTENDENT.

FEducational Progress—It has been my constant endeavor to
raise the standard of educational progress in the county, and I think
I have met with a good measure of success. As an evidence of this

20
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I will instance the efforts of teachers to more thoroughly qualify b
themselves for their calling, and a laudable determination on the
part of the patrons of the schools to employ no teachers but such a5
come well recommended. Our institutes are more generally at-
tended, and those teachers that attend them are sought after to the
exclusion of others. ‘

Wark by Superintendent.—I have been as thorough in the visita.
tion of schools as health and business would permit. It has been
my aim to visit every school at least once. This matter of visitation
I consider of vital importance to the schools. It cannot be made in
my judgment as effective as it should be until the superintendency
is made a salaried office, with such a salary as will justify a compe-
tent,person to give his entire attention to it. As it is, with its meagre
compensation, it will not furnish a support to the officer, and he
cannot afford to attend to visitations, except at such times as they
will not interfere with his usual calling.

CASS COUNTY.

E. D, HAWES, SUPERINTENDENT.

Lducational Progress in the County—I am sorry to say that my
annual report is very imperfect. There have been some twenty new
school-houses built during the past summer, and patent seats put in
allof them. Notwithstanding the hard times our county is paying
better wages this winter than ever before. The best of all is, we re-
port eight hundred more children this fall than last. This we eall
“ progress.”

Normal Schools—Our school interests are suffering greatly from
the want of thoroughly, qualified, professional teachers. These can-
not be had until our Legislature makes provisions for them. We
hope our next General Assembly will establish a thorough system of
normal and training schools, that the noble State of Towa may not be
behind in this much needed enterprise. With our present class of
teachers, the only hope of any kind of success in our schools, is in
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the efficiency of the county Superintendent.  Take away that sup-
rt and you might aswell shut up our school houses.

Fducational Work done by County Superintondent.—1 have
visited all the schools in the county twice during the year, spending
as much time with each school as possible. We have had school
celebrations in different parts of the county, and L am happy to say
all of them were largely attended. I think very much good has re-
sulted from these gatherings. We must getat the people in some
way; talk to them, and make them talk, find out the trouble, and
when found out it may be in ws. I have adopted the written and
oral method of examining teachers.

CERRO GORDO COUNTY.
A. §. ALLEN, SUPRINTENDENT.

Educational progress—1I have been superintendent of this connty
for the last two years. There has been made improvement during
this time in the qualifications of teachers, hence also in the order,
proficiency and imp ts of the schools. Although we have
still quite a ber of teachers sadly deficient in real knowledge
of those branches to be tanght, and also of tact and ability to manage
& school as it should be, yet we have an increased number of well
qualified teachers. Several of those who two years since had first
class certificates, we find only second class teachers, and poor at that.
We think that our schools in general are twice as good as they were
two years ago.

Kducational Work done by the County Superintendont.—1I have
visited all the schools in the county once during each term, and
many of them twice, for two years past. After hearing the recita-
tions, witnessing the order, decorum, and general management of the
school, I have invariably made it a part of my duty to give such
counsel and advice to the teacher, as was meet, with a short address
to the pupils, giving ecredit for whatever was praiseworthy, kindly
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admonishing whatever was amiss and flagrantly wrong. By convep.
sation and correspondence, I have endeavored to interest schog
boards and parents more deeply in the cause of our public schools,
the education of the , and induce them to faithful and
punctual visitation of these schools. In the examinations of teagh.
ers, I have felt it a duty to impress upon their minds the responsi.
bility of their profession, the importance of a thorough knowledge of
the branches to be taught, the varied ways and manner to interest
the pupils—especially the dull, stupid, or careless—in their studies,
and impress npon the minds of all the importance of order, system,
good morals and good manners. T have urged those teachers who
were deficient in qualifications to attend some normal school or class
at once, or give up trying to teach.

By Other Agencies—Teachers have received much benefit by
attending “Institutes,” and other educational associations, whers
they have had the benefit of the experience of older and snccessfyl
teachers in the work.

Measures Calowlated to Adi the School Interests of the
County—1. T would suggest that it is of great importance that we
should have several Normal Schools established at once, and so
located as to date the different sections of the State. Such
schools would be a power for good to the teachers, and hence fo or
public echools, making them ten times as valuable in a few years as
they now are.

2. T would suggest also that we petition our Legislature in favor
of « Compulsory Education,” with such provisions as are suited to
our new and growing State.

3. T would suggest still farther that County Superintendents
should in all cases possess qualifications of a high order for their
office, and hence should be examined by competent anthority, and
should have a salary which would be snitable and proper, and equal
to the work and importance of their official duties,
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CHEROKEE COUNTY.

JOIN H. ROE, SUPERINTENDENT.

Educational Progress in the County.~The number of sub-dis-
tricts and the number of schools have been doubled in the year.

Fducatianal Work done by Superintendent.—Made twenty visits,
written numerous articles for the county paper, and have induced
most of the districts to get full zets of school record books, and
blanks, ordering myself trom Mills & Co.

Educational Work by Other Agencies.—An independent school
district has been erected at New Cherokee, and preparations made
to build a ten thousand dollar school building, for a graded school.

Measures caleulated to advance, de., dbe.—Have held a Teach-
er's Institute, which resulted in adopting one set of books in all the
schools of the county, and a general system in all the proper ways
of teaching and governing a school. Awarded a $10 prize for the
best essay ; committee appointed by the Institute ; great good
resulted.

CHICKASAW COUNTY.
JOSEPH GRAWE, SUPERINTENDENT,

There has been a healthy progress in the edneational work of the
county for the %

'D:itucbmp‘h:v?:vlneld so that we have to-day a better class
than this connty has ever known hefore. Old school-houses have
been repaired, and new ones have been built, all well constructed
and furnished with patent furnitare. For the most part patrons have
manifested a desire to advance the cause, and have worked with the
teachers and Superintendent.

The work done by the Superintendent has consisted chiefly in vis-
iting the schools, and working at Teachers’ Associations and other

e e
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educational meetings. The Superintendent also makes an annyg]
report of the condition of the schools in the county. In this
he places before the public the true condition of the schools ang i
makes suggestions to teachers and parents with regard to the best

methods of advancing the school interests. This report is published
in the papers of the county.

During the full, when the schools are not in session, the superin-
tendent is engaged in teaching, and many of the teachers in the
county have been in the habit of taking advantage of the opporty
nity thus afforded for qualifying themselves more thoroughly for
their work.

Other Agencies.—Bradford Academy is one of the most efficient
agencies in this county in advancing the edueational work. Tt has
done more to qualify teachers than all other agencies combined.

1. Among the measures calenlated to advance school interests
in the county we should first mention teachers’ associations. There
have been held two such associations during the past year at as
many different places, and almost every teacher in the county has
been present at the one or the other of them.

2. Our institutes are also doing much good. Their frnits can be
distinetly seen in the district schools.

3. A plan for a joint association of teachers of several adjoining
counties is now on foot, and will, I doubt not, prove successful,

4. Teachers’ examinations are made more a @rill in the branches
to be taught, than a simple examination to ascertain how much the
applicant knows.

5. Teachers’ certificates are graded so as to enconrage a high
standard of scholarship. For that purpose a third class is marked,
80 as to be of but little value, and the professional is graded 50 as to
show the teachers’ qualifications in the higher studies. Applicants
for any grade are required to pass the same examination in the
common school branches; and only those who answer over ninety
per cent of this examination can be candidates for the professional
certificate.  Only those who answer over ninety per cent of the
questions proposed for the lowest professional, can be applicants for
& higher professional grade, which in every case will include more
advanced studies. No person is granted a professional grade who
has not been successful in teaching,
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CLAYTON COUNTY.
JOHN EVERALL, SUPERINTENDENT.

With regard to our present school system, changes will no doubt
be recommended by most of the County Superinlende.ntl. All who
feel an interest in our common school cause will, I think, agn:o that
some changes are necessary. I think thata meeting of the County
Superintendents and principals of High Schools t.hmugh(.mt the
State for the purpose of discussing & new gystem, upon which we
could unite, would be advisable. It would appear out of place for a
County Superintendent to present an argument in fayor of the con-
tinuation of the office which he holds, and it would surely a!npear
egotistical in a report of this kind to present what I would think a
model school law. So, I leave suggestions for others to make,
hoping that our Legislature will take no backward step, and that
th;y ;ill at least listen to the suggestions of our leudmg educa!.nrs,
who will not, I feel confident, ask anything but what is practical.
We can not afford to experiment. Let us not throw tlm old away
simply beeanse it s old. Letus adopt those plm? wlm.:h have Imm
tried and have succoeded in other States, looking with suspicion
upon_that which would give us more school officers than we now
h.;&m persuaded that our annual Institutes ave doing a good work
for our schools, although we in common with other counties, fecl the
need of & Normal School. We have, I believe, only two teachers

an institation,
'mf:‘mmnd:m interest in our Teacher’s Institutes is in-
creasing ; we had this year one hundred and sixty-seven teachers in

We have tried to elevate the standard of our teachers’ qualifica-
tions, and we think that our labor has not been all in vain, We
have a corps of teachers that I feel proud of. They are, as a class,
earnest workers and seeking for ¢ more light.”

An advance of wages in most parts of the county shows that
their labor is in some degree appreciated.
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I believe that T only echo the sentiment of our teachers in sayj
that we are trying to bring the schools of Clayton county into ¢
front rank. '
We ask our Legislature to give us a Normal School to help us on
oar way. ;
My visits to schools are as a general thing well received. Idomet
think that we can afford to let our schools run without snpervision
of this kind. The law requiring directors to visit is inoperative, i
null and void.
In making these visits our rule is to encourage when we can;
blame when we must. We have no fixed rule to guide us exceptto ‘
do all that we can to make our scholars good and useful men and i
women.

Respectfully submitted.

CLINTON COUNTY.

ROSWELL B. MILLARD, SUPERINTENDENT,

certain the candidate’s experience, special training, knowledge of
elementary principles, moral character and adaptness for the pro-
fession. Second, Written and oral questions, embracing ten topics,
on each of the branches required by law, 60 per cent of which must be
answered before a certifieate is granted. Third, Anunal examing
tion to raise the grade or class of certificates granted. Fourth, The
preservation of the manuseript of answers of every candidate, with
anindorsement thereon of the class, and grade of certificate granted,
together with a brief note of school visitation, of those whose
schools have been visited. Fifth, Publication of the name, class,
grade, and average standing, of all those to whom certificates have
been granted during the year. :

Teachers' Institutes—1It is the unanimous and expressed opinion
of the teachers of this county, that the Institute held at DeWitt,
commencing September 4th, 1871, and organized as a Traini
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Sehool, in two sections, common and graded, was a grand success,
and that more and better work, was done during that one week, than
could possibly be done in a month, by an ordinarily conducted Insti-
tate. The total attendance was two hundred and fifteen. Full pro-
ceadings of the Institute were published in the Clinton Daily Herald
and other papers in the connty, and re-copied in the Institute Reyis-
ter provided by our Zive Board of Supervisors.

Secretario® Reports—1 expressed the opinion in my last report,
that Secretaries’ Reports, under the present system, were a farce.
Another year's experience only confirms that opinion. Never, till
the Superintendent of Common Schools is required by law to dis-
burse the school moneys by orders on the county treasurer, and
keep an account with him, and the treasurers of the township and
independent districts, will you be farnished with full and correct re-

ports.

CROCKER COUNTY.
SARAN A. LITTLEFIELD, SUPERINTENDENT,

As you are probably aware, this is the first year of our county
organization, Educational work like all other matters is in an in-
cipient state. _

Rehool-Hises—There have been five frame school-houses built,
and one log-house purchased and fitted up for a school-house the
past summer, at a cost of about $200 each. Fm‘tfgvllhdv
some of them have been broken for improvement. A step in the
right direction, I think. g

MMTMMW -
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Liducational Work.—1 have visited all the schools, both winter
and summer; some of them twice. Iave circulated the Sehool Joup.
nal among the teachers. I have endeavored to correct faults and
urge upon these young teachers to take a higher stand and qualify
themselves fully for their work.

The board of school directors now take several copies of d..

Sohool Journal. [

DECATUR COUNTY.
W. €. JACKSON, SUPERINTENDENT.

1. Edueational Progress in the County.—Our schools stand, at
least, twenty-five per cent ahead of where they were two years ago.
The most noted progress is in orthography and history.

2. Eduoational Work Done by County Superintendent. —Thisss
consists principally of what I have done directly with the teachers
and pupils in the schools. In visiting the schools T have made ita
point to talk about the branches required by law to be taught in ont
common schools. T have made orthography and reading l\'

specialty, | I conceive thuse branches to be of the ntmost’
portance in onr common schools, and generally too much negl
. Measures Calewlated to Ad the School Interests of

County.—Last year we had a Normal Institute of three weeks. We
held it the three weeks preceding our Teachers’ Institute. This
vear wo had the Normal tanght four weeks. So in connection with
the Teachers’ Institute we had a school of five weeks. Tl
schools are wielding a perceptible infl in the schools of ﬁl
county. I'have managed so as to secure a very full attendance at
onr Institutes. This year we enrolled 132 teachers. T have urged
the schiool boards to fix the compensation of teachers in accordance
with the grade of certificate. Two townships have taken action in
the matter,

In closing this, my last annual report, I must thank you for the
kinduess and courtesy you have always manifested in correspor
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with me. Feeling conscious that I bave discharged the duties of
my office to the best of my ability, and that I have witnessed a de-
cided improvement in the schools of the county, during my term of
office, T am aware that we must eontinue to advance, and that we
can only do this by continued vigilance and labor. I shall slwn.ys
foel u deep interest in our schools. 1 hope that the most choice
blessings may ever rest upon them, and those engaged in the ardu-
ous and responsible business of educating the youth of our country,

DELAWARE COUNTY.
JONN KENNEDY, SUMERINTENDENT.

Educational Progress—The standard of qualification for teach-
ers has been elevated in practice. The battle with incompetency
has been fought mmidst considerable nproar aud determined strife ;
hat vietory has pronounced itselt in favor of progress. The smoke
of conflict is clearing away, and teachers as well as people are fall-
ing in with the present ideas with very good grace, ()mhigf\ schools
are filling np.  Nearly all my teachers of the past year are in school
this fall, seeking higher attainments. I say, without boasting or
desiring to exaggerate, that the question of raising the standard is
considered here practically solved. To accomplish this, we have been
obliged, in many instances, to leave gchools unsupplied amidst the
impatience of pavents, the pressing wants of childron, and the
plaints and misrepresentations of disappointed teachers. But the
opposition is subsiding ; and we are already meeting with not anly
submission but general approval, Henceforth we ean maintain our
standard with comparative ease and eomfort.© One great embarrass-
ment with which we have had to contend is the facility with which
our rejected candidates have obtained certificates elsewhere, It has
certainly borne a peculiar aspeet to see persons whom we had re-
jeeted on thind grade obtain first-class certificates from other counties.
We say this with some delicacy of feeling, not wishing to compro-
mise others. As a result of better literary qualification we are
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securing more intelligent and successful teaching. We are rapidly
approaching uniformity in modes of organization and special manage
ment. This uniformity has been brought about by the operation
of the Institute, the meetings of the Association, and the visitations
of the County Superintendent. The leading ideas in our uniform
work are these : To have the fewest possible number of classes ; to
use a programme and time the work; to pass over no pages of' read.
ing matter until it is finished to the satisfaction of the teacher ; to
teach sounds of letters to all in school ; to require every pupil ty
practice penmanship daily; to require all, without exception, to re-
cite mental arithmetic each day; with such additional exercises as may !
necessarily be imposed. These ideas meet with universal approval,
and work to a charm. There is a manifest improvement in the
attendance, and in the interest of the children in their stndies.
New Houses—About thirty thousand dollars worth of new build-
ings have been added to our facilities during the past two years,
besides marked internal improvements on those of longer standing.
We cannot complain of the liberality of the people in this respect.
Uniformity of Books.—We have solved the book question. :
years ago there was not a standard text-book adopted by a single
township in this ty. In conseq of no diszrimination
by competent authority, a multiplicity of books on the same subjects
had worked into the schools to the great confusion of classification.
This has been obviated by the action of district boards in selecting
adistinet list of books to the exclusion of all others.  Owrders to this
effect are printed and posted up in the various school-rooms. We
have thus a township uniformity, and are approaching a county uni
formity. :
Wages—Wages are rising in proportion to exactions of school
boards. They vary from $150.00 per month in the eity of Man-
chester down to $20.00 in some of the rural districts. -
Lrivate Edueation—The Lenox Collegiate Institute at Hopkin-
ton has received within the last year an endowment of ten thousand
dollars. Its college course is complete. Attendance, one hundred
students. }
The Colesburg High School has an attendance of fifty students.
Work Done by County Superintendent—Have visited all the

-,
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schools, most of them three or four times. Have disengaged myself

from all other business and given myself entirely to the work; and

&till T think my charge has been about twice too large to enable

me to do my work as well as1 could wish, Schools onght.to be

sisited twice per term. Have given personal attention to public and

private examinations. Have ealled a convention to regulato text-

books. Have worked in associations with my teachers.

Means Caloulated to Advance, dre.—That County Superintendents
be fiem in withholding certificates from persons not q'ualilio\l, and
that the State give us a Ni ormal School in which to train our tr.u\'ch-
ers for their work. That the Legislature pass a law pem.nimng
county boards of supervisors to appoint one Deputy Superintend-
ent o aid in visiting schools. That substantial book-cases and well
assorted libraries of general reading be placed in every uchool-mom‘
in the State. This we are commencing to do, with a fair prospect of

AUCCESS.

DUBUQUE COUNTY.

J. d. E. NORMAN, SUPERINTENDENT.

There is but little perceptible change in the schools of. Dubugue
county since the date of my last report. As far as Lean Jlfdgo,ﬂlﬁy
are quietly advancingin efficiency and public favor. But little, how-
ever, is being exerted for the formation of graded schools, and none
whatever for the establishment of a County High Sehool, which T

is decidedly to be regretted.
m;':a‘:hm‘ Chr{g'ﬂaa'tu.—lly report exhibits but & small percentage
of first grade certificates. This is principally owing to & lack of
Normal, or Training Schools, and will continne to be felt until schoos
shall be established for the especial benefitof teachers.

Esaminations.—~There is a radical defect in the present system
of examinations, or, more properly, a defect in the law relative
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every month. Quarterly, or semi-annual examinations to be g
ducted by the County Superintendent, and two associates, wonld g
better, while at the same time the entire examination shonld fy
written, eighty per cent. the minimum for obtaining a sccond g
certificate.

Sechool. Visitations.—Schools should be visited by County Supep.
intendents as often as necessity requires—a dozen times a year if
needs be ; but to compel the attendance of the Superintoudeut all
half day in a sehool-room containing but half a dozen children is qs
ridiculous as it is nseless. Tt is this idiotic requirement that com
pels Superintendents of populous connties frequently to neglect more
important schools. A far more efficient supervision might be given,
if this matter was left to the discretion of the Superintendent.

Appeals.—If County Superintendents are required to assume

Judicial prerogatives, their decisions should be binding, nnless appealed

to a properly organized legal tribunal. The practice of appealing
to the State Superintendent, who probably is not more versed in
legal lore than many of his subordinates, is both troublesome and
vexatious, not to say unsatisfactory, as the same case may be

brought into court, under another dress. If school directors eann +

agree as to the location of school sites, division of districts, &e., &e.,

compel them to settle through disinterested arbitrators, or throngh

the regular process of the courts. All appeals should be taken out
of the hands of both State and County Superintendents. ;
Sehool Officers.—All school officers should be compensated for

their services. District Secretaries should be compelled to keep a

correct system of district records, and separate accounts with the

different funds. They shonld also become familiar with the entire
valuation of their respective districts, and be able to report annually
in dollars and cents the various amounts required for the Teachers,

School-House, and Contingent Funds. They should also be able to

clearly state how every dollar of the district tax had been tppﬂ?:
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FAYETTE COUNTY.
M. M. HOUSE, snv:m.vrm'-m:st.

1. Educational Progress.—The common sch :Iu of lhils crumy
. i ving in efficiency, and during the past school year
;evfrx:ﬂli;:;rm:aﬁsgcﬁon than ever before.  Our malemrs h.nve
made many valnable improvements in their methods of mstrucnun,.
and the people in some loealities are wideawake in. the canse of
education, and are willing to *lend a helping hand ™ in all endeav-
tter.
‘“'5;“ r;;lk:a:lu;:eathml;l’:'r‘;e Done by County Sup‘rifdemlf-nl.—'l‘lui
nnn;ber of sehools in this county is too great for me to visit EIfc'h of
them twice during the year. I confine myself t!nerefnr? to vmh'ng
sehools during the seven months that they are in session. During
the past winter a series of Sub-Institutes were held in (.hﬂ'emmipaur:a
of the eounty, which have had a tendency to awaken an mtemz;tu;l :
canse of education. My examination of teachers has boen _oral an
written combined. I have granted three grades o‘t’ ceruﬁcum;
Premium, First Class, and Second Olass. Teachers’ certificates 2
expire on the first day of November of each year. Iam earnestly
striving to raise the standard of qualification fo.r teachers, for that
reason T have rejected many applicants for certificates.

FLOYD COUNTY.

1. WILBUR, SUPERINTENDENT.
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2. FEducational Work Done by County Superintendent.—Duri
the past year and up to the time of writing, I have visited all the
schools of the county twice, and most of them three times. Have
formed in conneetion with others a “ County Educational Society,?
which meets quarterly and is well attended. School picnics are
quite fushionable, and the County Superintendent is always invited,
and always makes a speech on the oceasion. Nine schools were
present on one oceasion last summer, and unusual interest was man-
ifested by all in attendance.

Our teachers as a body are rising in real worth as teachers, and
their labors are better appreciated than formerly. Most parents in
good cireumstances, are giving their children opportunities beyond
the common branches, by sending them to the higher departments
in our graded schools.

FREMONT COUNTY.

1. RUSSELL LAIRD, SUPERINTENDENT, e
1. Educational Progress in the County.—I think the schools
generally in the county are improving. There scems to be a grow-
ing increase of interest felt especially by the teachers, At onr In-
stitute last winter the teachers, by a unanimous vote, asked me to 3
raise the standard of qualifications for granting a certificate ten per
cent. and I raised it at least twenty. The result is, a great many
teachers get second grade certificates, who have heretofore received
first grade, this has caused them to work harder to improve them-
selves,
2. Lducational Work Done by County Supevintendent—My
report shows that during the year I have made one hundred and
seventeen visits to schools, visiting sixty-two schools, showing that
I'have visited nearly every school twice. 1 generally make a few
remarks to the scholars, and often suggestions to the teachers, and
where I find the teacher not adapted to teaching, I tell him he had
better quit and do something else. -,

’

"
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3. By Other Agencies—That the people of the county manifest
an increased interest in the cause of education, is shown by the. '"f'"’
ber of large, new, and commedious school-houses that are springing
up all over the county, the heavy taxes levied for the support of the
schools, and an i d interest manifested by the people generally
m:he xcl;a‘::um Calowlated to Advance the School Interests of the
Cbe;uty, ie—1 wonld suggest, that a higher standard of qualifica-
tions be required for granting a certificate. 2d. Pay teachers
better salaries. 3d. Make the office of County Supermloude.n‘! a
salaried office, with a salary sufficient to enable a wul} qualified
man, to devote his whole time to the echools and schoal interests of
‘hicw“::lglulso suggest, that the School-Honse and ('uminf_mnt Funds
be one, it wonld save much labor in levyir'xg taxes, making re;f-mn,
keeping the books, &e., &e. All of which is respectfully submitted.

HANCOCK COUNTY.

A. R. BARNES, SUVERINTENDENT.

? —Within the past year a great advance-
mmmme county both s regards the grade of
teachers and advantages provided by the several school-boards,
thveboenniudaothddmynowmpfmmbm;m
month, Good comfortable sehool-honses have been provided where-
ever needed, and the necessary school books are furnished all over
the county. 'We have a much better class of teachers Mbmmin
ﬁn,mdlhuveviaitdmhlcboolulunmwhm,w

connty ivalent to three times a year.
mwm a;'c?:ayswmm—ulnm before, 1 have vis-
ited sehools once each term, and endeavared to awaken a new inter-
est both in teachers, patrons and pupils. Have aritivised and com-
mended as I thought my duty. Have rigidly enforced the school
2
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law in regard to attendance at Institutes, and used every means in
my power to promote the welfare of the schools.

Onr eonnty is yet very new, and much advancement may yet be
made. The county is out of debt and orders are worth their face,
which has helped me much in securing competent teachers.

Our county is yet too thinly populated to allow any other agencies
than those in common use to be used sncecesstully. Our Institutes
are very beneficial. Teachers take hold after attending them with
renewed energy.

JEFFERSON COUNTY
JOHN N. EDWARDS, SUPERINTENDENT.

.l would say, that in regard to school-houses, we are advancing ad-
t.mrnbly. Great interest is taken in erecting honses and furnish-
ing them to make the children comfortable; but a sad indifference
and neglect exists in advancing the salary of teachers, and coiipera-
ting with the Superintendent in granting certificates to the same.

In many inst , however, teachers receive all tl H
il il ;i ive hey enrn; all their

Again, directors are limited to a certain amount of money to hi
teachers for the school year, for this they give out bids; thi mhh:
working for the lowest amount will receive the school; thus taking
the advantage of those who would make teaching a profession, and
drlt'ing them from the field, and bringing in transient ones whose
main object may be to hurry through with a term of school, to further
prepare them for the altar hymeneal ; ignoring the great cause of pre-
puring minds to benefit futurity; causing wages to be meagre, teach-
ers careless, and schools in such condition, a’lamentable drag.

To:chm of ability “being bone of our bone, and flesh of our
flesh,” are equally engaged with the rest of mankind in obtaining o
livelihood, and also in accumulating something for a * wet day;”
they naturally seek the best renumeration for their labors; lience a

number from this county have gone to sas, T
nois, and elsewhere. Bk Ssaalors
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The work of properly educating the masses, has also been retard-
od by there being no Normal School in our midst, where teachers
might e better disciplined for the work.

Educational Work Done by Superintendent—The work we have
done, has been to follow wp the duties of our office as enumerated in
the law; and in addition, we might say, that we have at all times
endeavored to harmonize with the teachers of the county, and to in-
fuse our zeal in the cause into their minds, thereby inculeating a strong
desire to promote the canse of education in the county; by this class
we have been warmly supported; and to them we shall ever feel in-
debted for favors ehown, and advice given.

Sehool Laws.—Do away with the annual change of sub-directors,
and enact a law similar to the present one in use in Pennsylvania.

We are fully convinced that the present method of electing direct-
ors in district townships, is not as practicable as the system provided
for in the State of Pennsylvania; that of clecting six men to repre-
sent the township, two of whom are to be elected each year there-
after; thus allowing tour directors to be retained in office, who are
acquainted with the husiness, and do away witha large amount of
embarrassments which oceur with newly elected men, in t ting
business, and in further consummating the design of the school law.
We further believe that a reasonable compensation to sub-directors
would result in great good to our sehools; let that be done and a pen-
alty attached for o non-performance of duty, and mere attention will
be paid to the schoals; men of wisdom, sagacity, integrity, desiring
to make a wise and prudent use of the funds committed to their care,
will b selected for such a responsible position.  We know it will be
objeeted to, alleging that a great expense would be ineurred to the
people of the State; but what of it? the money paid to each oneis so

small that it would notbe sent from our midst, or carried beyond the

State; but men will have received their dues, their duties better per-

formed, and the money still in our midst «going around and doing
9

Tet-Books—For years the questiou of a continual change in
text-hooks seemed to agitate the minds of our people, and indeed
it is oneof great magnitude, coming to the homes and into the
families of the poor as well as the rich, compelling a continual
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change of books when families changed schools, or often by a change
of teachers, .

In order, therefore, to relieve the impediment, the Institnte of
October, 1868, appointed a committee to examine and report upon a
series of text-books, to be recommended by the Institute. This
they did, and a specified series was decided upon and recommended
to the people, which action each annual Institute since that time has
not failed to endorse, and in order to further the enterprise I con-
ceived the idea of holding a sehool officers convention, believing that
if' their endorsement could be secured, the trouble could be alleyi-
ated for a time ; which convention I took the liberty to call request-
Ing each school officer in the county to be present. When the day
arrived there was a full attendance and by resolution the series, as
recommended by the Institute, was unanimonsly recommended to
the people, and each officer pledged himself to nse his influence to
secure and maintain a uniformity of books, as recommended in the
schools of the county, and T might say that said actions have been

productive of great good, and, not to my knowledge, has a complaint

been made in regard to the change of text-books, for at least one
year.

GREENE COUNTY.
BY A. R. MILLS, SUPERINTENDENT.

I have hardly crossed the official threshold, as an appointee, and
Yot I have reason to believe that the schools of Greene county are
in a healthy and flourishing condition. Jefferson and Grand June-
tion have organized independent districts, and each have nearly
completed large and well arranged brick school-buildings. Jefferson
is rapidly merging into the graded system, which will doubtless be
perfected on the occupancy of the new school-edifice.

County Superintendent.—1. L. Kephart, my predecessor, was an
efficient officer, He visited the schools of the entire county, carry-
bgdndnmwilhhiageninl presence ; uspiring life and more
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exalted nims into the schools under his care, so that now, while he
occupies another sphere as an educator, the influence of an able
superintendent has not been lost npon the schools of the county.

Certificates—To elevate the grade and exalt the ]‘;rqumn of
teachers, great care should be exercised that every certificate speaks
the truth, so that it shall not be looked upon as a passport to publi:
money; but that the holder has in fact a “good moral character,
with the qualifications, native and aequired, to feach the branches
m;)::r.'ona and Teachers—Earnest efforts should be put forth to
secure the co-operation of teachers and patrons. The fact almtild be
impres&d upon the mind of patrons that their u'h‘nol cm.mut rise to
that degree of success, if neglected, that it will with thuu: «_w‘n.puthy
and friendly assistance. The teacher should covet this 1nentﬂ)'
assistance, and cultivate a home feeling among the patrons of his
school. . :

Compulsory Attendance—The laws of the State bring a free
school to the door of every pupil. The finger of the law reaches
into the pocket of every tax-payer, and ukos &he_neee;sm'y per cent.
fo erect, farnish, and equip that free school in all of in apartments,
and through all of its system. With this ample provision, children
are growing up in ignorance in every county in Iowa; nnd when
you say, “Compel children of a suitable age to s::.opt tluu gmﬂ
blessing,” the answer is “That would be arbitrary.” Certainly, it
would be arbitrary, but no more so than any other law, :l'he law
will not permit a parent or guardian to crippln; the bac'iy of his ehild;
why should he be permitted to cripple the child’s mind ?

GUTHRIE COUNTY.
JAMES . MEEK, SUPERINTENDENT,
1. Educational Progress in County.—The progress of the schools

as is desirable, the principal cause of which is
mmb:e;:hz:“ Good teachers cannot be secured for the low
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wages offered by divectors. Many firstclass teachers leave the
county on this account.

2. Fducational Work Dore by County Superintendent. Have

visitedd nearly every school in the county, and made suggestions
% How to teach. ™ Held teachers’ monthly meetings at three differ-
ent points in the county, at which time and place the best methods
of teaching were discnssed. We found these to be beneficial. Thad
teachers send me a monthly report of the progress of schools. I
found these to be an incentive to teachers to advance their respective
schools.

4. By Other Agencies—Some few sublirectors take a deep
interest in their schools, and raise money among the patrons
of the school to add to the amount allowed by the board to hire g
first-class teacher. A majority of them, however, take little interest.

4o Measuresto Advance,d:e~1I have recommended certain rules
and regulations to all the district boards in the connty for them to
adopt and enforce, as fullows :

Rule 1. There shall be a uniformity of school books.

Leule 2. All pupils between the ages of eight and twenty-one
must be taught writing each day,

Lule 3. Pupils must be supplied with necessary books,

Loule j. Teachers must make monthly reports to the county super-
intendent.

feule 5. Oral instruction must be given each day in grammar.

These rules will be generally adopted.

It shall be my aim to awaken a deeper interest in the schools, and

induce the patrons, if possible, to labor for the advancement of edu-
cation.

HARDIN COUNTY,
FRANK A. MOORE, SUPERINTENDENT,

Educational Progress.—Though recently appointed, T am pleased
to report improvement in our common schools. The public is
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now demanding better qualified teachers, and making a distinetion
potween those of first and second grade. To meet this demand,
teachers are seeking every availabl to qualify tl lves for
their work. Our Normal Institute, held at Towa Falls, for two terms,
has furnishied to the schools of the county a corps of live teachers, and
the very name of Prof. Jerome Allen, the conductor, is respected by
reachers, school officers, patrons, and pupils, for the reformation in
our schools. The schiool-room is now no longer a prison in Hardin
mty. )

The academy at New Providence, a fine moral and religious sehool,
maintained by the Friends, is another source of great henefit to the
teachers of this and adjoining counties, and, T am prond to say, is
ably managed and largely attended.

Amendment to School Law.—1 would offer this amendment: that
the reports of the secretaries to the superintendents, and their reports
to the State Departinent, be made in March, from the settloments of
the school boards, instead of September. _ I have found it very difii.
eult to arrive at a financial statement of the county from the 'fc'
taries’ reports,and have had to visit nearly every township and examine

heir books before T conld balance their nccounts. I think if this
change were made it would overcome all this difficulty. :

Normal Schools—Tt is hoped that Normal Schools will farnish us
with professional teachers. Wealthy persons ra.ruI'y sond their ehil-
dren to the higher schools to prepare for teaching. They have
something in view more respectable (?) for them.  Poorer persons,
who are the hard working, free thinking, noble, pioneer citizens of
this State, to whom she must look for support in times of hq'qﬂneu
and hours of danger, should have a school farnished .for their ghil-
dren, after they had acquired a common-school edueation, free from
T I hich is second to none in most things,

The State of Towa, which is
hould ilt:ﬂbe behind her sister States in this noble work. It should
furnish fine buildings, throw open the doors, and say, “C.omaom,
come all: here is education without money and without price /™

May kind Providence hasten the day when our State, as well as
others, shall be blessed with one or more Normal Schools,
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HARRISON COUNTY.
H. i, MCKENNEY. SUPERINTENDENT.

Fducational Progress in the County.—During the past year |
have noticed with much pleasure, that the residents of this county,
have evinced a greater interest in the cause of education, than here-
tofore. The results of this improved attention on the part of the
community are shown, in the greater beauty of our school-edifices,
the increasing anxiety on the part of school officers to secure efficient
teachers, and the efforts made by the teachers to meet the require-
ments of the day. When visiting the schools of the county, I have
paid marked attention to the various methods adopted by teachers,
and I find that there is a visible improvement in this direction.
More educational works are perused than formerly, resulting benefi-
cially to the pupils and satjsfactorily to the parents. There is how-
ever, [ regret to state, a less regular attendance uopn the part of pu-
pils, and no manifest improvement in the reports of the varions
Secretaries of Boards. To snm up the whole, in a few words, I can
confidently state, that Harrison county is steadily advancing, in the
path of educational progress, and that (with proper management)
she will ere long assume a leading position.

Liducational Work Done by County Superintendent.—I have
visited, with four exceptions, every school in this county, once in
each term, and many I have visited the second time, remaining a
half day at each. The plan adopted for visitations, was to call upon
the teacher unexpectedly so that mo special preparation might be
made by him, to elicit a favorable opinion from me. In every visit-
ation, I made such suggestions, as I thonght best calculated to ad-
vance the interest of the school, especially have I labored to secure
a better order of school discipline, and T am happy to state, that such
efforts have not been fruitless. T have also made special efforts to
awaken a better interest in the subject of penmanship, but with

littlo success. 1 have reported since last June, in the county paper,
the standing of each school, &ec., and find that much good resulted

therefrom. T have also raised the grade of teachers.
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By Other Agencies—1 am not aware of the existence of any other
agencies in this county, tending to promote educational interests.

Measures Caloulated to Advance the School Interests of the County,
and other Appropriate Items—The measures that I would deem
best calculated to advanee the eause of education in this county are—
1st. To provide for increased salaries for teachers. 2d. To sub-
stitute a long for a short engagement. 3d. To prevent (by some
means), all needless interference on the part of parents, 4th. To
raise the grade of teachers still higher, so as to drive out the horde
of intruders now in the ranks. 5th. To compel a greater amount of
attention on the part of school officers. 6th  Ta provide libraries
and apparatus for the different schools, Tth. To adopt measures to
secure the regular and prompt attendance of pupils.

HENRY COUNTY.

G, W. THOMPSON, SUPERINTENDENT.

1 eame into office by appointmeni, December 1st, 1869, and
by election the 1st of January following.

Educational Progress—During the past two years many excel-
lent school-buildings have been erccted and furnished. There are
but two log school-honses remaining in the eounty, and these are
wlready doomed. The Towa Wesleyan University, Howe's High
Sehool and Female Seminary, Mt. Pleasant Female Seminary, and
Whittier College are all in a flourishing condition. These instito-
tions wield a powerful influence for good. Fraternal relations exist
Dbetween them and the common schools of the county, and all are
working harmonionsly to build up and sustain its educational
interests, and to furnish men and women of mental and moral
culture for the various aventes and activities of life. A larger
number of students are now in attendance at these institutions than
at any previous period. Many of these are preparing themselves
for professional teachers. Foremost among the graduates of the
University, as well as among the students of this, and the other
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institutions mentioned, are found graduates of the High School
Department of the Mt. Pleasant Graded School. The New London
Academy has also been doing a good work.

The common schools of the county have not been behind in
educational progress. Good teachers are in better demand than
ever before, and those who can not be supplied with schools in the
county, find lucrative situations out of it. They receive calls from
Tlinois, from Missouri, and from other counties of our own State,
These and kindred spirits, who remain to teach the principal schools
of the county are an honor to the profession.

Lducational Work Done by County Superintendent—I feel
that I have only been a co-worker. What has been accomplished
has been done by co-operation with the educational men and
women of the county. A large majority of the one hundred
and thirty teachers employed in the schools have co-operated in
this work. I have endeavored to visit each school in the
county as often as required by law. Some have been visited
oftener where it was imperatively demanded. But few of this
character have been found.

In these visitations, in addition to seeing the teachers at work in
their respective school-rooms, I have been enabled to ascertain Zow
they teach,and especially Aow they govern. Tave also become
much better acquainted with the wants of the respective schools and
districts. I deem these visitations essential to the succesyful
prosecution of the work.

The County Institntes have never been better attended than during
the past two years. Unity of purpose and harmony of action made
each of them a success. Much was accomplished toward preparing
aur teachers fully for their noble and responsible calling. Much of
the success of these Institates was due to the able efforts of leading
educators of the county.

Something has been accomplished toward securing uniformity of
text-books. By recommendation of the Superintendent several
boards of directors have already taken action on the subject. Itis
hoped that the remaining boards will do so at an esrly day, and that a

aniformity of text-books will be established the coming year. To

accomplish this object as little change as possible is sought.
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Examinations are, principally, oral. Three grades of certificates
are granted. Premium certificates are granted to the most success-
ful and experienced teachers of the county. Their scholastic attain-
ments must, of course, be of a high order, with excellent ability to
impart instruction.

By Other Agencies.—I feel now, as I have felt during the past
two years, that but little can be accomplished in this great work
without co-operation. I am under many obligations to the educators
of the county for their able efforts to advance the interests of the
common schools. But in view of the magnitude of the work, and
the immortal interests that cluster around it, we can accomplish but
little without the agency of the Omnipotent. The Bible and Chris-
tianity always lead the van of frue progress.

HOWARD COUNTY.
BY O, F. BRECKENRIDOE, SUPERINTENDENT.

Schools of the County.—1 think I may safely say that the schools
of my county generally are in a prosperous condition, and improving
from year to year. Nearly every sub-district has a good, comforta-
ble school-honse, and I find the people almost universally interested
in school matters. At Cresco we have a graded school, conducted
by A. B. Surmurt and three lady assistants, all able and earnest
workers, which is accomplishing a grand work, and of which the
citizens of Creseo are justly prond.

Visits.—1I have visited the schools in all parts of the county, and
have endeavored to encourage pupils, to impress teachers with the
importance of their work, and to instruct them, so far as T have been
able, in the best and most approved methods of tenching the several
branches. But I feel that we are poorly paid for the labor that
is required of us. No county officer receives so small compensation,
and yet there is none more important. To ask a man, who has suffi-
cient education and ability to accomplish any good as County Super-
intendent, to keep a team and travel the county in all kinds of
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weather for 83 per day, is simply absurd. T hope our Legislature
the coming winter will either abolish the office, or show that they
consider it worth perpetuating.

Normal Schools.—W hat our teachers most need is an opportu-
nity to prepare themselves for their profession ; and it is desirable
that there be established in our State, a sufficient number of Normal
Sehools to date all teachers, who may desire to avail them-
selves of their adyvantages.

HUMBOLDT COUNTY.

BY EBER STONE, SUPERINTENDENT.,

Sohool-Iouses,—Our people have exercised a wise liberality in
the erection of school-houses. Nearly every neighborhood is sup-
plied with & good, comfortable building. The one in the indepen-
dent district of Springvale, is built of limestone, and ecost four
thousand dollars, They are mostly furnished with neat and conve-
nient desks of approved patterns,

School Furniture—Most of the schools are supplied with more
or less of the ordinary school apparatus, but a few are entirely des-
titute. Nearly every one has a blackboard, and many have an
artificial globe, a dictionary, and wall maps,

Visitations.—Since entering upon my duties last January, I have

visited about half of the winter, and all of the summer terms, but
one. In the work of supervision, I aim to engage the co-operation
of school officers and patrons, and when about to make these calls,
invite them to visit the school with me, and insist upon their keep-
ing up a personal acquaintance with its doings, its progress, and
its prospects. !

Toachers' Certificates.—The increased number and better fitness
of teachers encouraged me to adopt a higher minimum standard of
qualification than heretofore.

The necessity of granting fourth-class certificates, in orde to prre- -

vent a searcity of teachers, being no longer apparent, we have issued
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noae but those of the higher grades this year, and the demand for
teachers has been in this way amply supplied.

Believing that literary attainmeots alone lack very much of fully
qualifying for the duties of instruction, and realizing the difficulty of
determining in regard to other necessary qualifications of the teacher,
unless he is seen on duty in the school-room, we have granted no
first class certificates to beginners.

District Officers—Our acknowledgments are due to school
officers for valuable assistance, advice, and enconragement. They
have seemed to take pleasure in the prosperity of schools, and have
been willing to aid in every good work proposed for the advauce-
ment of school interests. Their friendship and kind regards are
appreciated, and wil! not soon be forgotten. Sceretaries have made
out and sent in their annual reports with commendable promptness,
and the alacrity with which the several boards of directors have
come 1p to the spirit and requirements of the law, is worthy of
mention. One or more schools have been established in each sub-
district, and the school-houses have been kept in good repair, and
supplied with an abundance of fuel.

Normal Sehools—Theugh many teachers are doing a praise-
worthy work in our schools, yet we are greatly in need of more pro-
fessional teachers, more thoroughly qualified men and women,
educated with a special reference to the work, as the minister, the
doctor, or lawyer is trained for his particular vocation.

The Normal Department of the State University, with the in-
cidental help of Teachers' Institutes and Associations, is not ade-
quate to the great pressing want of Towa for skilled labor in the
school-room to-day, & want which is growing with a rapidity seldom
equaled in the history of new commonwealths, This great want
points unerringly to the wisdom of an early establishment of State
Normal 8chools.

Fducational Bureau. We are looking for good results from the
national Bureau of Education at Washington. We trust that it will
help to strengthen and sustain the Stato educational systems, and
give them renewed vigor and encouragement, while their co-opera-
tion with it will re-act to give increased usefulness to onr schools. *
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Huinboldt College—The prospect of greatly increased facilities
for obtaining a liberal education in our county is most encouraging.
The Humboldt College building is nearly completed. The structn
is sixty-five feet in length by forty-five feet in width, three stories
high above the basement, and built of excellent limestone.

We look forward with pleasurable hope to the time of its success-
ful operation as an institution of learning, when our children shall
have not only ample, but convenient opportunities for a higher cul-
ture,—when our teachers shall be trained in our midst, and compe-
tent home talent and home culture have charge of our schools.

JACKSON COUNTY.
J. W. FLEMING, SUPERINTENDENT.

Condition of Education in the County.—Under this head we must
notice the deplorable fact that education is in a low, poor condition.
Notwithstanding ours is a populous county, but few in the State
exceeding it, having three considerable cities, we have no academy
or high sehool, either public or private, in the county, except a branch
of a commercinl college just started in Maquoketa. ~ Although we
have over eight thousand children, during the last two years there
las probably not been thirty pupils studying geometry, not fifty
studying algebra, not fifty studying philosophy, and not twenty
studying astronomy. In fact, I do not remember having found a
class in philosophy ; nor in astronomy, except what is tanght in the
geographies ; nor only three in geometry, one of these a primary
class without books, and the other two were very small. I have met
perhaps six small classes in algebra. The burden of the teachers’
time is devoted to Orthography, Reading, Writing, Geography,
Grammar, Histcry, and Arithmetic.

I do not think the pupils should be advanced to those studies with
their present qualifications, but do think that with the facilities with
which our schools have been provided—with the vast ontlay of time
and money they should have been so proficient in the last named
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branches that they would have rightfully demanded instruction in
those higher studies; and that several large classes should have been
formed, which would have been a blessing and honor to the pupils,
and a bright example to cther children, inciting them to higher hopes
and higher aims.

Our teachers have been trained under untoward influences, and
hence the most of them work in the school-room with but little
thonght or care except for their present term.  Many of them enter
upon their work full of ambition, but soon troubles thicken, parents
find fanlt—they know not why, pupils become disinterested, the
teacher finds that he over-estimated his ability, and is discouraged,
and the school is a failure.

The school-honse is built and provided, and now a teacher must
be employed. A leading thought between employer and employed
is, that in no other way, so easy as to teach school, can a person put
$30 per month into his pocket, during the winter. Poor qualifica-
tions are bartered for low wages, and low wages stultify any inclina-
tions to better qualifications. Thus they act and re-act to the detri-
ment of our schools. Not five per cent. of onr teachers are No, 1
readers, and qualifications in other branches bear a ratio but little
better, In eighty per cent. of our schools it is painful to observe the
workings, knowing the evil influences they must have on the grow-
ing mind. The readers drawl, blunder, repeat, disregard pauses,
read hastily and in an unnatural tone; the writers in eramped posi-
tions, lie heavily on the desks, their pens in all possible positions,
the cipherers work solely for answers; the government consists of en-
forced obedience; and the whole machinery of teaching grammar,
history, and geography, runs as though the sole duty of the teacher
is to assign lessons and see to it that they are well memorized. My
deliberate conelusion it that our schools are not ten per cent. of what
they ought to be. This is not alone the fault of the teacher. The
parents and sub-director ofttimes are greatly to blame. Other mo-
tives than to procure a good school sometimes tend to the employ-
ment of a teacher, and the pupils are not always properly enconr-
aged and kept in school.

Bad as the eondition of our schools is, yet I believe that the pub-
lic mind is aroused, and effectnally turned in a channel which will
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lead to good results. Two years ago, Teachers’ Institutes, and Asso-
ciations were popularly disapproved, but in this respect there has
been a radical change in the popular sentiment; the question is no
longer whether or not an Institate shall be held, but when, and
where, and how conducted. Last spring an attempt was made to es«
tablish a county high school, but there could not be enongh signatures
obtained to the petition, to bring the matter before the Board of Sp.
pervisors. I think, however, that the popular sentiment is turning
in its favor as a means to obtain better teachers.

The branch of a Commereial College before alluded to, bids fair
to be a permanent success.

Work by the County Superintendent—The County Superintend-
ent early learned, 1st. That the only present available hope of hav-
ing better teachers is in Teachers’ Institutes. 2d. That to make
Institutes contribute to this result they must be successful—hence
popular. 8¢ That to make them popular they must be attended
by nearly all the teachers.

He had taken note of Institutes, and had found very nice theories
of teaching developed before the teachers, many of them by dis
tinguished educators, but entering the school-rooms he found no trace
of these theories in the practice of the teachers. He discovered the
principle in human natare that as we are taught, so we are inclined
to teach, and therefore concluded that the Institute, to be successful,
must be something like a Normal School. “ Will the teachers sub-
mit to be tanght " It was thought they would, but, to prove it,
Saturday Institutes were held in various parts of the county, to
which the teachers in the vicinity were invited. The County Super-
intendent, on his visits at the schools, marked the per cent. of the
merits of the work of the teachers, and invited them to come to the
Saturday Institates and ask any and all the questions they chose
relative to teaching, and he would answer, or say that he could not.
These Institutes appeared at first to be successful, but popular in-
fluence soon eet against them ; men of influence saying that it was
asking too much of the teachers to work on Saturday after they
had worked hard in the school all the week. However, it was
proved that the teachiers were willing to be taught, and the Associn-
tion in the following April, holding four days, left no doubt that the

No. 6] REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 185

Normal School, with compulsory attendance, was the only plan npon

which the Institute conld be successfully held. One week being too

short a time in which to organzie and drill the classes, the County

Superintendent set about moulding public opinion so that it would

tolerate a two weeks Institute, and he had succeeded but for the

opposition, in a secret manner, by certain officials, (I know not whom)

who carried their oppesition so far as to reach the State Superintend-
ent. The Institute was therefore held one week at Sabula, on the
plan proposed, to-wit : The conductors were to teach the teachers,
and not tell them how to teach—were to give little of theory and

much of practice. This Iustitute proved to the popular mind the
necessity of Tnstitutes for the success of our schools, but the preju-
dices of the teachers were aroused against the County Superintend-
ent, 1 of the compulsory attend and the strict attention to
business at the Institute, it appearing to many of them that in these
things he was unjustifiably arbitrary ; and theso prejudices were
made the more keen by the subsequent raising the grades of certifi-
cates. The County Superintendent had studied the abilities of the
teachers, determined the grades, and framed the questions for exami-
nations, with the purpose to place about one-fourth the number of
teachers in the first, one-half in the second,and one-fourth in the
third grade, but somewhere migjudging, the result of the examina-
tion, found only two in the first, while the majority were in the third
grade. This was exclusive of six first grade given to some in con-
sequence of work done at the Institute.

The supply of teachers was inadequate to the demand, and popu-
lar clamor ran so high that many threatened (which threat was in
a few instances put into effect) to employ teachers not holding cer-
tificates. A compromise was effected upon this, whereby the
Connty Superintendent should receive a written request from the
Sub-Director that he grant to the applicant a certificate, as snfficient
to excuse the applicant for non-attendance at the Institute, and the
Sub-Director so requesting was thereby bound to sustain future Insti-
tutes. Thus passed the year 1870.

A valuable meeting of the Teachers’ Association was held in
March, 1871, previous to the spring examination. An Institute was
held at Maguoketa, in September, 1871, and conducted in like manner

24
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as the one at Sabula, and so faras I have learned is unanimously
commended.

The County Superintendent has at all times refused to take the
“ dollar ” for examination, although he has been many times impor-
tuned to take it; but, to accommodate teachers, he has twice in each
year made a circuit of appointments, where teachers were examined
free of charge. The county paid £3.00 per day in eounty orders at
ten per cent. discount) for the first of these circuits; for the others
the County Superintendent has not received pay.

The County Superintendent has been assisted in his labors by the
advice and counsel of the State Superintendent and County Superin-
tendents in conventions assembled; at Sabula, by Professsr Ray, of
Illinois, and Miss Pierce, a graduate of the State Normal School at
Oswego, New York ; at Maquoketa by Profe C. M. G  of
Des Moines, Mrs. McGonegal, of Davenport, (both gradnates of a
New York State Normal School), and Miss Churehill, of Chicago,
an excellent elocutionist. Also many of the teachers have his
thanks and merit the gratitude of the rising generation for the
judgment and earnestness with which they have aided the good
work.

The press of the county have generously opened their columns
that the County Superintendent might, through them, reach the peo-
ple, and that there might be a healthy agitation they have just as
freely welcomed criticisms upon his official conduet.

Theory of teaching has entered largely into the examinations,
which, with the raised grades of certificates, has had a very marked
beneficial influence upon the teachers in awakening thought and
arousing their ambition to higher attainments and proficiency in the
duties of their noble calling.

JASPER COUNTY.
8. J. MOYER, SUFERINTENDENT.

Educational Progress—1I. The past year has been to the school
interests of this county one of substantial advancement.
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II. New schools have been opened, and the old have continued a
greater length of time than usual.

IIL. The regular attendance has greatly increased.

IV. Our teachers have been faithful in performing their duties,
and have eagerly songht for better methods of instruction.

V. A greater sympathy and interest has been shown by eitizens
and school boards in the welfare and prosperity of the schools in
which they have been especially interested, and in the common
school cause at large.

VI. A systematic course of study has been adopted and pursued
by many of the schools.

VIL Increased facilities for holding schools have speedily devel-
oped. New houses have been erected in localities hitherto unprovi-
ded for, and new and commodious school-rooms fill the places re-
cently cccupied by those of a poorer quality.

Educational Work by County Superintendent.—1. The stand-
ard of qualification necessary to obtain a teachers’ certificate has
been gradually elevated.

IL. Three hundred and ninety-three applicants for teachers' cer-
tificates have been examined, of whom two hundred and seventy-
nine veceived certificates, ®and one hundred and fourteen were re-
fused.

III. The schools have been visited twice. The great object
aimed at in these visitations has been to improve the organization of
the schools, and to illustrate by example the better methods of
teaching.

IV. These services have been cheerfully accepted, and throughout
the entire work the utmost harmony and active co-operation has pre-
vailed.

Educational Work by Other Agencies—I1. Bchool boards have
been more carefal in the selection of teachers, and to a limited ex-
tent have paid better salaries.

IL Much care has been exercised in obtaining a uniformity of
text-books, and other appliances needful in the school-room.

IIL  Clean rooms, good outside buildings, shady and ornamental
grounds, are becoming the rule rather than the exception.
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IV. Our annual Institute, held at the beginning of the year had
luu effectual influence in stimulating teachers to earnest and thorougly
abor. .
Measures Caleulated to Advance the School Interests of the
County—1. Al school officers should be paid for their services,
II. It requires not less than eight days of labor annually to per-
form well all the duties of school director, and many now holding
that office cannot gratuitously give that amount of time, and the
result is that many needful duties are left nndone.
ITI. Teachers should be paid monthly.

LEE COUNTY.
W. G. KENT, SUPERINTENDENT.

Sehool- Houses.—An increasing interest is manifested in this part
of the work. Our school-houses are generally well built, snitably
located and furnished with the latest improved furniture. Contention
scmetimes arises with regard to sites, butthiseven shows an interest
in this matter, as men seldom contend where they feel no interest,
The citizens of Keokuk deserve great praise for the tact and energy
displayed in the erection of fine, elegant school buildings, at a cost of
$120,000.00 and are to-day out of debt for them. Few cities of the
West can sayas much, The district townships are doing a good work,
also, and school officers are sustained by the public in building after
the most approved plans.

Sehools—The schools of the connty are improving. There is
more interest taken by the parents and school officers and greater
care manifested in the selection of teachers. Our teachers are better
18 a class than they were two years ago ; but the salaries paid in the
district townships cause many of them to seek employment elsewhere.

Sehool Visits.—I have visited all thé schools of the county during
*his term of office, and many of them, the second and third times.
My visits are devoted to the examination of classes, and to learn

what I ean of the methods of instruction and general management
of the schools. :
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Appeals—1 have decided six appeal cases within the last year,
one of which only was carried to the State Department. While this
part of the school system is very essential, the law is at fault, from
the fact that the County Superintendent has not the power to compel
the attendance of witnesses, nor to enforce his decisions.

Sehaol Officers.—Should be elected for one, two, or three years, in
arder to keep members in the Board, who have had sore experience
in the 2 t of school

Sechool Attendance.—Something should be done to compel parents
to send their children to school. Many pupils are kept out of school
during the summer months ; and many of the schools are so poorly
attended as to amount to nothing compared with a foll attendance.

LINN COUNTY.
WILLIAM LANGHAM, SUPERINTENDENT,

Fducational Progress in the County.—The schools of our county
have heen gradually advancing in number, usefulness, and efficiency.
Our teachers of to-day, as a body, are more alive to the duties and

qui ts of their profession, and, as a consequence, give better
practical results in the school-room. The people at large take a
deeper interest than formerly in school matters, which manifests
itself in the construction of better school-buildings, and in placing
therein furniture and apparatus of the best manufacture and most im-
proved style. Indeed, while speaking of school furniture, I am
happy to say that quite a number of distriet townships—not to men-
tion independent districts—are re-seating their school-iouses with
new patent seats and desks of elegant finish and latest pattern—a
long stride, 1 think, towand successful schools. It is devoutly hoped
that other townships will go and do likewise. A brief comparison
onu few points of our educational status for 1867, and for 1871,
although embracing a period of only four years, will give an idea of
our growth and development :  In 1867, there were of schools, 166;
of persons between the ages of five and twenty-one years, 10,4103
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number of graded schools, 5; of pupils attending school, 7,298;
the average attendance was 4,308; the aggregate number of days of
school, 20,129; average number of months tanght, 63; amount paid
teachers, $34.425.00; numberof school-houses, 158; value of school-
houses, $126,304. In 1871, our report shows that there were
schools, 186; of persons between the ages of five and twenty-one
years, 12,002; of graded schools, 10; of pupils attending school,
90,0265 of average number attending school, 5,742; of aggregate
number of days’ school was taught, 24,631; of school-houses, 180;
of average number of months taught, 8.2; of amount paid teachers,
$47,252.00; of valueof school-houses, $197, 593. This exhibit of our
material growth is indeed flattering, and yet I have no hesitancy
in asserting that our schools in real worth and usefulness have made
correspondingly great advances—-a result due not alone to my labors
and efforts, but also to the zeal and devotion of my predecessors in
office, whose official labors have been of great value to the schools
of our county.

Ldueational Work Done by County Superintendent.—I have
endeavored to visit the schools of our county as often as possible,
yet from the great number of schools, the extent of territory over
which they are scattered, and from the shortness of the terms, there
are a few schools which T have not yet visited. I regard school visits
by the County Superintendent as very necessary. I have also lec-
tured in almost every district-township and independent district in
the county, during the past year—a practice which I shall continue
throngh my official term. :

Eiducationol Work Done by Other Agencies—We have, within i
our county, two colleges—Cornell College, at Mt. Vernon; and West-
ern College, at Western—whose infl on our public schoolsis
inestimable.  Yearly there go ont from the walls of these institutions
into the teacher’s profession many young men and young women

who become our best educators. Thus in the absence of Normal
schools, we turn with pride to our colleges as the source whence
comes our best educational talent, T shonld be recreant to duty did
T not record that several of our graded schools—particularly thoseat
Marion and Oedar Rapids—under their efficient and accomplished
heads, are doing a noble work for our common schools. Many are
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there preparing themselves for teaching, to whom time and fortune
have given no other opportunity. Last, though not least, our yearly
Teachers’ Institute has been of great value to our teachers. There
new methods and new ideas are presented, which carried into the
school-room are prodactive of grand results,

Measures Calewlated to Advance our Sehool Interests.—Among
our greatest present necessities are Normal Schools. If we wish to
reap the full measure of success from our public school system, we
must have trained and skilled educators in the schoolroom. And
where ehall we go for a supply of competent teachers except to the
Normal School # May our legislatare this coming winter see the Jjus-
tice and wisdom of establishing a number of Normal Schools in the
State. A uniformity of text-books, I think, would be highly advan-
tageous to the interest and prosperity of the public schools. I am
not sure, however, but that the best and most speedy way to obtain
the desired end would be to empower school-hoards to own their own
text-books, thus, indeed, making our common schools free.

Amendments to the School Laws—1 shull briefly allude to a few
without extended comment:

1. The school year and the term of school officers should begin
and end at the same time. Thus a uniformity of action and a

thorough and complet in school reports will be secured
which cannot be obtained otherwise,
2. The interest on the per t school-fund should be appor,

tioned among the different counties and thence to the different town-
ships, taking as a basis the average attendance,

3. The school law should be so amended as to pay sub-directors
for their official labor, at the same time requiring a bond for the
faithful discharge of their duties.

4. The office of County Superintendent should be placed on the
some basis as other county officers, his salary and official expenses
being fixed by law.

5. If the Legislature, in their wisdom, think the day is ripe, let
us have a compulsory educational law. 11 it is right to tax and to
send B's children to school, let us have a law compelling B to send
his children.  If it is cheaper to educate the child than to maintain
the man in our poor-honses or penitentiaries, by all means let us
educate,
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, menger salaries offered. A very fuir number of those who are regu-
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LUCAS COUNTY.
J. W. PERRY, SUPERINTENDENT.

Fducational Progress, — During my term of office, I have
earnestly endeavored to comply with the requirements of the
law, and hence have been compelled to be active in the work of
superintending the schools of the county; although there has not
been as mach sccomplished as I could wish, yet T am satisfied that a
deep interest has been awakened on the subject of schools. It
seems to be almost a unanimons opinion that an advance step should
be made in receiving good teachers, that good schools may surely
follow. The neglect of school-boards have, in some instances,
thwarted the wishes of the people in this respect.

Sehool-Howses —A few good substantial school-houses have been
erected during the past two years, and some supplied with first-class
furniture.

School-Boards,—1 feel very much gratified with the growing in-
terest as manifested by the school-boards of this county. T have pre-
vailed upon some of them to subseribe for the Sehool Journal.

Teachers—While I am sorry to report that a number of onr best
teachers have gone to other fields of labor, on account of the offer of
larger salaries, yet T am glad to know that those who remain in this
county are determined to stand among the first, notwithstanding the

larly engaged in the profession of teaching take the Jowa School
Journal. 1 am satistied that all the teachers have been, and are
trying to bring their respective schools to a higher standard. I
think this to alarge degree, grows out of the fact that it is known
that I visit the schools of the entire county.

Seholars—The reports show that a large number of those entitled
to attend school are not found there, and that a large number of
those who do attend are very irregular in their attendance; I am

not prepared at present to give any suggestions how these avxll are

to be corrected.

Visite—During the present year T have visited all the selmll, '

both the summer and the winter terms. The teachers and pupils

4
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are anxions to have me visit them often, much oftener than it is pos-
gible for me to do. They tell me that my visits are of great advan-
tage to them. It is here that I learn most about a teacher’s real
qualification.

Institutes—Last year the Institute was well attended. I required
every teacher to be present every half-day, unless there was a real.
necessity for absence. There is considerable opposition to Institutes
on the part of a certain class of people, because the law allows the
teachers pay for the time thus speut.  There would be a willing and
learty concurrence if all the expenses were borne by the teachers.

General Llemarks—The desire seems to be universal among the
citizens of this county that if possible there shall be a simplifica-
tion of the school laws—especially in regard to the levying of taxes
They would like to have all the funds made a common fund, and so
kept. Not many of our secrefaries and treasurers are very good
accountants, and that the result is that they appear to have a great
amount of trouble in keeping their books properly. Your report re-
quires some items not mentioned in the law. It woald be well for
the law to state what is expected of them by items, and then proba-
bly the difficulties will be obviated.

MAHASKA COUNTY.
G. T. CARPENTER, SUPERINTENDENT.

The past year has been one of nnusnal success with our schools
and I think that perceptible advancement has been made in all that
pertains to their usefulness. Our Institute, held during the last week
in Augnst, was unusually well attended, and was very satisfactory in
its results, 'We preceded it by a successful Normal Institute of four
weeks continuince, in which Prof. R. G. Gilson and Prof. A. Hull, werc
the principal workers. These Normal Institutes, when well conduct-
ed, are of great utility. My additional experience and reflection have
deepened my conviction, that the maintenance of an efficient county

20
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i i ial to the snccess of our school
tendency is absolutely essenti " . :
:;::: This, however, cannot be fully realized €ill cur Legislature
shall give to the office a respectability both as regards salary and ,

privilege.

MARION COUNTY.
A. YETTER, SUPERINTENDENT.

Progress—That we have made some progress, no one.who has
closely observed the practical workings of our system, will dmy.- ;,
That we have not made greater attainments is a matter of regret. “
As a general thing, our people are alive npon the subject of dnm. ¥
and aim to give their sons and danghters the advantages offered by our
common school system. Some fifteen to twenty good and substantial
school-houses have been erected during the year. Perhaps, there has
been more progress in this respect than in any other. There are n;di‘s-
culties that will retard progress to some extent. The pnblui
needs to be educated and made to see and feel, before the evils can
be remedied. Before an effective corps of tu.chencm be made
available, fifty per cent. must be added, to what is now deemed good
wages for the teacher. The salaries are inadequate to supply our
gehools with well qualified and experienced tmcheu. Muc.h of the
slow progress in our system of public inm'ucn?n is Wnd by
the doubtful position of the teacher, and the msuﬂiexe?t suppmt‘
afforded him. It is supposed by some that the Swv
can establish the profession, and is more or less responsible I‘(‘r 3
To make the office of teaching a profession, depends upon the diree-

le.

msmmyquo, when Prussia emablmhed a system :
public schools, government did three things, viz: It oatalilel :
Normal schools, it determined the teacher's salary, varying in the
different grade of schools, and it declared the pursuit of teaching &
profession.  If something similar would be done in this State, the
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system of public instruction would progress rapidly, and the diffien]-
ties that now encumber our system, wonld soon pass away. Under
existing cireumstances, taking into consideration that much of our
territory is new and filled with people from all parts of the earth,
we take courage and labor and toil patiently to accomplish the ob-
Ject contemplated by our common school systein.

MITCHELL COUNTY.
JULIA €. ADDINGTON, SUPERINTENDENT.

Educational Progress—Seventeen new school-houses have been
built in the county within the last two Years, costing from $500 to

000 each.

Two others are in process of erection, whose estimated cost is $10,
000 and $20,000 respectively. A commendable spirit of liberality
in regard to school accommodations is the rule in our county, and
there is a perceptible advance in the interest manifested in the schools,
by school officers and patrons.  Quite a number of our schools-houses
are furnished with patent furniture.

In many schools there is a less frequent change of teachers than
formerly, and in many cases teachers are receiving better pay ; we
hope the time is near at hand, when teachers will be paid according
to the service they are capable of rendering. Many of our teachers
wre beginners, but, as a rale intelligent and desirous of becoming
qualified for their work; that they feel the need of special training,
iatobemprdeduahopefnlindiu&an.

The question is often asked by teachers, what they can do to het-
ter qualify themselves for the discharge of their duties. In answer
the importance of reading educati Jjournals has been urged, and

alsothe stuly of works specially devoted to methods of teaching, at
the same time laboring to improve their scholarship.  Many of our
teachers are now taking an educational journal, and “ Holbrook's
Normal Method of Teaching” has been obtained by quite a number,
and we hope to see every teacher in the county in possession of a
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copy a8 soon as is practicable. One of the most successful teachers
is now attending the Normal School at Winona, and more will
doubtless be attracted thither unless greater facilities are furnished
by onr own State for Normal iustruction.

Educational Work Done by County Superintendent—1
have visited nearly all the schools of the county—some of them as
often as four or five times.

These visits have often been made in company with school offi-
cers and patrons of the school, but more frequently alone. My vis-
itations have been the most agreeable part of my work ; from long
experience in the sehool-room I naturally feel at home there, and at
home one usually feels gualified to work to the best advantage. The
advice given on these occasions, and the suggestions made, I have
no doubt have been in most cases an encouragement to the teacher
and a benefit to the school. If, on visiting a school, I have found
that a teacher is well qualified for the position, and is meeting with
snccess, I have invariably recommended, and almost urged, that such
teacher be retained in that school as long as possible. From my
observations in visiting schools I am convinced that it is important
that a thorough supervision of the schools be kept up. Not so much
in many cases, to criticise, as towatch the progress and improvement,
examining, and commending, as far as commendation is deserved,
At my visits, statistics of the school have been taken, and condi-
tion of the school, and school-room noted, and extracts therefrom
have been published from time to time in the county papers.

Lzaminations.—These are oral and written combined, principally
the latter. Certificates are graded, first, second, and third class, ac-
cording to the per cent. of questions correctly answered, and the
applicants” known ability in the school-room. Applicants who have
never tanght, and those who have not taught in the county and are
personally unknown to the examiner seldom receive on their fi
examination first-class certificates. Third-class certificates are
ally given for six months.

By Other Agencies—The last session of our Teachers' Institute,
which was held during the week commencing October 23d, was mon
largely attended than the session of last year, and more inferest was
manifested by the teachers. About ninety teachers were in attend-
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ance. Three evenings of the week were devoted to lectures, and
two to discussions.

During the fall term of the Cedar Valley Seminary, in Osage,
provision has been made for the instruction of a vormal class, and
quite & number of the students have availed themselves of its
advantages.

If provision were made in oar school law for the snitable com-
pensation of all school officers, I think the interests of the schools
would be advanced. The same persons when qualified for the
position would more frequently be retained in office for two or more
years, whereas, now in many eases the office is considered & burden
and is often given to him who will consent to take it, while too liltle
regard is paid to his qualifications for the position.

MUSCATINE COUNTY. L
CHARLES 3. HAMILTON, SUPERINTENDENT.

Lducational  Progress—For nearly two years I have,
to the best of my ability, labored to advance the educational
interests of Muscatine county, and although there has not been
as much accomplished as might be desired, it is safe to be-
lieve that some educational progress has been made; some
streams of difficulty have been crossed toward that standing in free
and general education wherein every lover of liberty of the human
race, and of our glorious republic rejoices. We enjoy the edues-
tional prosperity we have the right to expect under the circumstances
and influences which make the eonnty peculiarly itself. The effi-
ciency of onr schools meets the demand of those who enjoy them.
Our educational facilities, intended to meet the wants of the peoplo
are generally in kind and quality suited to the state of public senti-
ment. A respectable minority realize that many inefliciencies exist,
if not in onr system, in the practical working out of our system of
public instraction. In efficient county and district supervision, there
is much lack. A man of masterly attainments, of peculiar tact an
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ability, his whole soul in the work, and all his time and energy em-
ployed in his official eapacity, is what is greatly needed in the office
of the County Superintendent. Our high school in the city of Mus-
catine is a fixed institution of noble type, which has reached its
present standing through the united exertion of our present city
superintendent and a few other warm friends of the Public High
School despite the cry of opposition which arose here as elsewhere
against the principle of taxation for its support. Many of the city
and country schools are supplied with teachers from among the num-
ber of its graduates. We need and hope, the time may not be far
distant, when we shall have a Normal Department connected with
the Muscatine City High School. We need more normal school in-
struction. We need that instruetion given here in the county. If
common business sense directs that such only be employed in the
different mechanical and industrial arts as have received training
therein, how much more does it direct that none should be employed
to teach our youth who have notreceived some special training there-
for. Many neat and tasteful school-houses have taken the place of
old ones or supplied existing deficiencies since my last report, and
some interest has been awakened in the matter of planting trees,
ahrubbery, ete., on the school grounds, In discipline many of our
schools, particularly those of Muscatine City, are necessarily weak,
owing to the fact that district boards of directors have legislated
against the use of corporal punishment and do not properly sustain
suspension, T am not an advocate of corporal punishment, and yet
I do believe in the existence of the right and power of the teacher to
nse such punishment when in his opinion, the necessities of the case
d lit. The simple right to use such punishment would of itself
alone often be very effective in securing obedience and respect. If
the teachers are entitled to so little confidence as not to be entrusted
with such diseretionary power they are most surely unfit for the im-
portant and responsible position they are called to occupy. )

Edveational Work Done by the County Superintendent.—During
the year I have visited every school in the eounty onee, and most
of them two and three times, spending one half day or less af
each visit. Have found it more satisfactory to visit the schools
oftener and spend less time at each visit. The teachers of our county
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as & class are ewrnest, devoted workers in the cause they love, yet
as I have already said, we need more trained teachers, those who
have been tanght how to teach and those of more advanced age.
Some certificates have been issued to applicants under seventeen and
ninteen of age, yet my experience is that it is best not to issue a
certificate to any applicant less than eighteen or twenty years of
age. I have already sent you about un average list of questions
used in the examination of teachers. Cortificates are issned of three
grades namely: Professional, First Class, and Second Class, the
last named sometimes for less time than one year. The certificate of
one teacher has been revoked for reason of persistent determination
to teach in her home district, against strong opposition and evidently
for the purpose of vexing an opposing party, regardless of the best
interests of the school. I regret being unable to give a true state-
ment, or even a close approximation of the exact condition of the
finances of the county respecting the different school funds, yet I
have tried to do the very best I conld under the circumstances. The
county treasurer does not report the item of uncollected tax accord-
ing to law and if he did, it would be in the spring of the year so that it
could not be even an approximation of what you desire. For reasons
which must be quite as evident to yourself as to me a correct report
cannot be made at this season of the year.

PAGE COUNTY.
E. MILLER, SUPERINTENDENT,

Educational Progress—We have seventy-three school-houses
worth $71,925.00—usually plenty of funds to carry on the work, and
a good demand for good teachers.

Educational Work Done by County Superintendeont.—The county
superintendent has visited and lectured in nearly every school in the
connty—once or twice a quarter or term.

By Other Agencies—The teachers of this county have formed
associations, and have done good work.
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Measures Caloulated to Advance the Interests of Schools—The
eonnty superintendent should select the teachers for each school, and
the Board of Directors should pay according to the grade of the
teacher. All school officers should be paid for services, Rhetorie
and Composition should be introduced.

PLYMOUTH COUNTY.
WILLIAM HUNTER, SUPERINTENDENT.

This term concludes my connection with the office of County Su-
perintendent. I have received about one hundred and twenty-five
dollars a year in county warrants, worth sixty cents on the dollar,
which is equivalent to one dollar and eighty cents per day. Had it
not been for the hospitality and gratitude extended me by the people
of the cannty generally, I should have resigned long since.

Condition gf Sehools—COur schools,—I mean common, we have
none other in the county,—are composed of naturally intelligent
scholars, and if taught by the right kind of teachers, will advance
rapidly.

Visitations—With but one or two exceptions I have visited all
the schools once during the year. As a rule, one half day is devoted
to each visit, exclusive of the time spent in traveling. What I say
to scholars is in a conversational form, and I find them ready to lis-
ten and inquire.

School- Houses—In some of our townships the directors really de-
serve praise for the splendid buildings they have provided ; but the
greater portion of our county has been recently settled by home-
steaders, and they are not able to build such houses as they need.

Eraminations.—I use both oral and written questions, usually ten
written questions on each subject, and as many oral as we have time,
which is always too limited.

Teachers.—Too many are “ keeping school® because they cannot
make as much doing any other kind of labor. The whole secret in
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Our School Law.~Under the law, Superintendents have no au-
thority to examine Secretaries’ or Treasurers’ “ Records "—in fact,
they have so little authority in school affairs that the office had better
be abolished, or give it more power. If teachers were required to meet
in their respective townships for examination, I believe the result
wonld be more satisfactory. Abolish the sub-district system, pay
Directors for the time spent in_attending to their duties, and give
Superintendents more authority and better pay, and in my judgment
we will have better schools.

POCAHONTAS COUNTY.

DAVID MILLER, SUPERINTENDENT.

FEdueational Progress.—The increase of the number of schools
from 13 to 24 in the short space of fifteen months is indicative of
an educational interest. The same interest is also plainly indi-
cated by the liberal expenditure of money in supplymg children
with good and well-farnished school-houses, and in improving school
grounds with suitable out-buildings, and good wells, with pumps, &e.

Visitations—With but few exceptions I have visited all the
schools in the county, and have invariably received a cordial welcome
from teachers, pupils, and parents.

In general, a half day is devoted to each school. 1 have gener-
ally made these visits alone, but not from choice. WIW
accampanied by the school board, or other persons interested in the
schools.

[ have invariably endeavored to create unity between teachers,
pupils, and parents, with a view of rendering educational efforts
more efficient,  How fur T have succeeded in this, remains for the
future to develop. Kind words of encouragement are spoken to the
ehlldmn,cheeringﬂ:manhtlmirmﬂhl,ndddingthmintheir
diffieult tasks. They readily appreciate such favors. I talk to them
of the necessity of employing every moment of time while in the

26
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school-room. I call their attention to the provisions made, by pa-
rents and others, in erecting and furnishing school-houses, and em-
ploying teachers for their special benefit. At these visits notes are
taken in regard to the general condition of the schools, criticisms are
given, and snggestions offered.

Eiraminations—The examinations have been oral and written,
combined, principally the latter. I have adoptedthe plan of grading
certificates; also, limiting in time. A second grade certificate is
rarely given for alonger period than six months. First grade certifi-
cates are given forone year. I use no premium certificates, as I
think the time ean be more profitably employed in teaching the com-
mon branches in country district schools.

Teachers’ Institutes—We held the first Institute ever held in this
county, in February last. The attendance was large, all took a lively
interest, and regarded it as a special favor. The Institute was an
entire success.

POLK COUNTY.
J. A. NASH, SUPERINTENDENT.

The schools of Polk county, as a whole, are in a flonrishing con-
dition. We have been endeavoring to raise the grade of the teachers
as fhst as possible. A large number of new school-houses have been
built and furnished with patent seats. But few cases of difficulty
have occurred, and they have been satisfactorily settled.

Some suggestions, after years of experience, may not be out of

1. The salary of Superintendent should be such, that like other
county officers, he may magnify his office and make it more efficient.
The duties of his office should be somewhat enlarged. He should

be the auditor of all school funds released and disbursed in the |

county. No treasurer should be relieved from his bonds until re-
ceiving a certificate from the County Superintendent, that he has ex-
hibited vouchers for all money passing into his hands, The county
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Treasurer would then certify to the county Superintendent all moneys
handed over to each district treasurer. One great trouble with cer-
tain districts is arrearages in the teacher’s pay. The county Superin-
tendent should each spring be informed by the new board of the
indebtedness of the teachers’ fund, and the expenses of the incom-
ing year, and should their levy of taxes be insufficient to bring the
Treasury up to a cash paying basis, he should be empowered to in-
erease the levy to the requisite extent, and certify the same to the
Board of Supervisors.

2. A new set of blanks and blank books should be prepared and
furnished by the State; and teachers under forfeitare of wages com-
pelled to fill them out. Instroctions in their use should be given at
the annnal institute, or at each examination of teachers,

3. The wages of teachers should range sccording to grade of ecer-
tificate, and experience, and success in teaching. By this means
good teachers will be better paid, and inferior ones compelled to quit
the business or become better qualified. No person should be licen-
sed fo teach under eighteen years of age, unless as assistants under
experienced principals.

Tewt-Books Should be Purchased by Township Boards—There is
in my opinion, no way in which greater efficiency can be given to
our schools than by having all the text-books, slates, &e., &e., pur-
chased by the distriet boards; all will then, poor or rich, be provided
with equal facilities for study.

The teacher will be able to classify his sehool, having uniform
text-books. Tt will lessen the multiplication of classes, and enable
the teacher to more judiciously arange histime. Tt will cheapen the
expense of books, as they will be purchased at wholesale prices.
Whiere it has been tried it has been attended with excellent results.

Compulsory Eduveation.—I haveno question that a judicious law
should be enacted to compel the attendance for a certain length of
time each year, of every child. The expense of running the schools
will not be essentially increased thereby, while the good will be in-
calenlable,

No child ghonld haveits destiny for life injured by the carelessness,
stupidity, or avaricionsness of a parent or guardian.
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POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY.
G. L. JACOBS, SUPERINTENDENT.

Lidueational Progress.—The surest indication of progress in any
work is an increasing manifestation of wisely directed zeal by
those directly interested. This is shown in our county—in the
first place, by the number of school visits made by the sub-direc-
fors with the County Superintendent, which has been, during the
last year, ns compared with 1868, as 38 is to 0, and as compared
with 1869, as 38 is to 17. It is manifested, in the next place, by
an increase of parental visitations, which, had we the statistics, 1
have no doubt would make equally good showing. I thus conclude
from the fact that during the last year, in many instances,
the school-houses have been crowded with visitors when I have
visited the schools, where, as on similar occasions during the pre-
ceding year, I met few or no visitors. Again, notwithstanding the
“hard times,” the wages of teachers have steadily advanced, and we
now pay an average of $42.08 per month, as against $37.12 in 1868.
In 1868 the average number of months schools were taught in this
county was 5-6, whereas during the last year the average has been
7-67, showing an increase of over thirty-six per cent., which consid-
ering all of the circumstances, is wonderful. The number of school-
houses in Pottawattamie county, October 5th, 1868, was 44 ; on the
5th of October 1871, it was 78, showing an increase of 34 school-
houses in three years. The average value of the school-houses of
the county three years ago, was $1,641 each. The average value of
the sehool-houses of this county at this time is $1,976 each, which is
not a fair showing of the real difference ; for a house can be built
to-day twenty-five per cent. cheaper than it could have been three
years ago. There is no doubt but the school-houses built in this ;
county during the last three years will average forty per cent. bet-
ter than those previously built. Three years ago there was nota
well-seated country school-house in the county ; now more than half
of the school-houses are furnished with the best of patent seats and
desks. Two years ago scarcely a school-house lot was fenced in the
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eounty ; now fully one-half are fenced and shaded, and nearly all y
are farnished with suitable out-buildings.

Educationa! Work Doneby County Superintendent.~The office of
County Superintendent is no sinecure. In addition to holding an
Institute, hearing appeals, writing a multitude of letters, counseling
with school-officers and teachers, writing reports of school visiting
for our connty papers, and making my annual report, I have made
217 visitations of schools, and, in so doing have traveled more than
7,200 miles during the last year. 1 have made no public addresses
ont he subject of Education, unless the ten or fifteen minutes talks
that T give at most of my visits, could be dignified by that name. 1
fancy that a few words fitly chosen, at the proper time, will accom-
pligl; more for our schools, than long, ordinary lectures on so trite a
them as Education.

By Other Agencies.—The Teachers’ Institute must be reckoned
amongst the prime agencies in advancing the good cause in our
county. We employed no foreign aid, but conducted the Institute
with home material. Nearly every teacher had something to do.
All went home strengthened and encouraged to fight the common
enemy—Ignorance. Growing out of the labors of the Lnstitute has
been a uniformity in text-books in most of the schools of the county,
resulting in greater good than I am able to express.  Another agency
in promoting the good cause is the reading of professional literature,
by our teachers. Nearly all have read, and many own works on
Theory and Practice of Teaching. Fully one-half take, and read
one or more Educational Journals.

POWESHIEK COUNTY.
GEO, W. CCTTING, SUPEEINTENDENT.

I have visited about one hundred schools once, and many ofI t‘l:n
asecond time during the year past. In visiting the schools, ve
labored to stimulate and age both teacher and pupil in their
noble work. I am happy to say, that with few exceptions, the
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schools in the county have made fine improvement. T cannot speak

" of their standing compared with that of years past, as the present

year is all the acquaintance or knowledge I have of educational mat
ters in the county, or State. In examining and licensing teachers
my aim has been to approbate none but persons possessing good
moral character, and gualified to teach and govern. If permitted to
perform the duties of Superintendent of Common Schools in the
county, I hope and trust that T may render my services more nseful
and scceptable. Permit me to say that in visiting the schools, I
find parents and sub-directors exceedingly wanting in interest in
relation to the prosperity of the schools, or the edueational welfare of
their children. There are very few School Registers that show
any record of their names as having visited their schools.

RINGGOLD COUNTY.

WM. J. BUCK, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT.

Educational Progress—The advancement of the odncnﬁoud'

cause in our county is vividly evinced by the voice of the people
calling for first-class teachers. Even those, in districts where ednea-
tion has formerly been at a low ebb, have caught the spirit, and

wisely concluding, that already in the background, they are destined
to remain there so long as they employ inefficient teachers. Tence

they ery out, “Ilere is the place where a good teacher is needed.”
Some townships grade the wages according to the grade of the certifi-
cate. Wages vary from $20 to 840 per month—ability and not sen
being the criterion. The educational standard being raised, those
who had been teachers only in name were compelled to drop out of
the ranks.

Lzaminations—Printed questions are given to the applicants,

and they are required to write the answers. We also conduct the

examination in part orally. Ninety per cent. of the questions an-

swered correctly draws a first-class certificate ; seventy-five, a second

class ; and fifty, a third class.

No. 6] REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS, 207

Visiting Schools—We have made this an indispensable duty.
During the past year, every school in the county has been visited at
least once ; and all, with & few exceptions, the second time. The
time spent in each visit is from three to six hours.  We take notes
on the condition of the school; question the pupils about their studies,
and make such remarks and snggestions as wo deem beneficial to
to the school.

There having long been felt a want of a better school at which
teachers might qualify themselves to fill their position, we, for their
benefit, opened a select school about the fivst of August, to continne
twelve weeks, closing with an institate. Many of our teachers are
in attendance, and judging from the interest manifested, we think if
we had the advantages that attend an established high school our
corps of teachers would cope with the best in the State.

It is our firm conviction that the cause of popular education in
Towa demands the establishment of two or more normal schools.
The progress of the age and the rapid strides of education demand
it. A normal school would promote uniformity in the methods of
teaching. Without system, much of the teacher’s labor is in
vain.

SCOTT COUNTY.
PHILO 8. MORTON, SUPERINTENDENT.

School- Hovses, Grounds, and Furniture~The citizens of our
county desorve praise in this matter, as most of onr houses are sub-
stantial, neat, and of the most approved architecture; grounds beau-
tified with shade trees; wells and the necessary out-buildings; furni-
ture of the best. We have expended for these three items the past
vear, (out side of Davenport City,) nearly $30,000, Le Claire City
hne expended 815,000 of thie amount, and now has a graded school
in operation, that is an honor to her citizens, I think in another
year, we can report three or four more graded schools,

Condition of Sohools.—1 can, very safely report progress in this
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matter, 85 my three hundred and eighty-seven (387) visits, made dup.
ing the year, warrant me in speaking with some degree of assuranes
on this point. The two chief evils we have to contend with are
change of teachers, and irregularity of pupils in attendance: these
evils are removing to some extent.

Distriot Institutes.—I organized, last November, Local Institutes
in the different townships; it was an experiment in this county, and
notwithstanding we had obstacles to contend with, yet, in most
localities, they were a success, and in the aggregate much good wag
done throngh this instrumentality. We anticipate doing much beter
this year, Our plan is to meet monthly—Friday evenings. The pro-
gramme being essays, orations, musie, and discussions of praetical
subjects connected with the school work; teachers, school offiee 3

teachers' meeting for drill, conference, &e. I attended the Friday

evening meetings as often as circumstances would permit, and g
a lecture,

TAMA COUNTY.

J. R STEWART, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT.

Educational Progress—In my report for 1869-70, 1 mentioned

that a noticeable advancement had already been made and taste
regarding the construction of schoolhonses. - Many of our dis
tricts imitate the best ples of school architecture they can

find, and build to a degree of perfeetion and convenience, quite up to

their ability, Eight new honses have been bnilt since that report,

and four, then in process of construction, have been completed.
The complaints I then made in regard to irregular attendance, may

still be made, but with less severity than then. In many of our

hools the teachers have adopted a system of regular weekly re
ports to parents ander the heads of : punctuality, standing, deport-
ment, absence, and grades upon recitation. In all such cases the
per cent. of punctuality has improved wonderfully. Nine different
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boards, of directors have arranged the course of study for their
schools and appointed their visiting committee, which has both sys-
tematized their work, and given the schools a sense of responsibility
to, and oversight by some authorized body. The practice among
boards generally, however, isto “let the machine run itself,” to hold
the regular meetings required by law, fix the salaries of teachers,
adjust the boundaries of districts when the necossity arises, and hay-
ing done this, stand aside and let their opportunity and the interests
of the school depart, hand in hand, “down the back entry of time.”

Educational Work.—The Institates of the county have been well
attended, and given valuable aid to our schools. The teaclhers de-
serve much praise for the interest they have taken in them. Few
teachers have been absent from them. An effort was made to keep
up township iations by the teachers during last winter. The
effort was only partially successful. It will be renewed again the
coming winter. Small reference libraries have been putinto a num-
ber of our schools during the year, and, I think, the need of them is
now felt by all the teachers, and by most boards. Something has
been done to fill up the lack of maps, charts, globes, &., but furnish-
ing peddlers have done mmch to disgust honest buyers, and so hin-
dered muny schools from being supplied.

My statistical report will show visitations, examinations, &e., and
the general expenses of the schools to the county. The cost of
our schools is much more than it should be, considering their effi-
ciency. They are slowly gaining ground, and will soon give ample
return for all their cost.

T am compelled to close this report, at this late date, with one
township not yet heard from. That township fuiled last year and
the showing it makes, is mainly from my own estimates.

27
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TAYLOR COUNTY.
JORN 8. BOYD, SUPERINTENDENT.

I visited all the schools in the county during the winter, and nearly
all during the summer terms. Teachers are better qualified and
more faithful than formerly; our county is settling up rapidly and
the demand for good schools and better school-houses increasgs
dail

;at—Booh —We have succeeded in secunng a uniformity of text-
books in nearly all of our schools.

The rapidity with which certain districts are settling renders it
very difficult to keep a uniformity, particularly when a new sub-is
trictis organized. T am convinced there are but few really bad text
books. With a uniformity of books, an earnest teacher, cordially sup-
ported by the patrons of the school, is generally successful.

Normal Schools.—We need educated teachers. Our young peo-
ple desiring to become teachers must be prepared for their work
We desire, and greatly need a normal school in southwestern :
and will work and wait until such time when the State of Towa, wit
a treasury free from debt, shall give us a normal school, that shall
be so graded that we sball be supplied with separate agencies for the
special preparation of elementary teachers, adequate to supply eve
school in the community.

VAN BUREN COUNTY.
G. B. WALKER, SUPERINTENDENT.

Educational Progress.—When I came into office, nearly six years
ago, there was one college, one academy, and two or three private
schools in operation in this county. These were patronized by
pupils that properly belonged to the public schools of the county,
especially those in the lower private schools. By addresses a
discussion, the school officers in the localities where these
were situated, were shown the importance of securing better teachers
and of making the public schools so efficient that private schools
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would be unnecessary; that the public schools, when properly manag-
ed under efficient teachers, are sufficient to give a good common
school education to the youth without the expense of private schools.
This hasbeen done. Last year the Academy Association, at Bona-
parte, deeming the continuing of their school, to supply the wants of
the people better by uniting it with the public school, proposed to
gell the school-building to the school board of the independent district,
and their proposition was so liberal that it was accepted without
Iresitation, and now the Bonaparte academy is no longer known as
such, and the public school, as now managed, is more efficient, and
better meets the wants of the people than both schools did before
consolidation.

In an address before our institute last year, Rev. Bergan, proprie-
tor of the Birmingham College, used the following language: « The
public schools of the county are starving the colleges to death. At
present none but those of large endowments will be able to stand
pressure of the advancing tide of the common or public schools of
the country; and the time is coming, when anything short of a
classical education, may he secured in our common schools, and I
say, God hasten the time.” Tlese are a fow of the tokens of prog-
ress that have been made in our common school interest; and
although the schools are far from being what they should have been,
they are doing a good work.

Educational Work Done by County Superintendent.—Besides
complying with the requirements of law, to visit the schools, I have
mude out plans apd specifications, and very often bills of lnmber,
for nearly every school-house that has been erceted since I have been
in office. In many instances I have induced the school officers to
build larger, better, and more convenient houses than they would
have done if they had been left to theirown judgment. The impor-
tance of a good black-board in every school-honse, as well as other
conveniences, frequently seems to be forgotten or ignored by many
school officers in the sub-districts, and it is only by persistent effort
that they are induced to supply these much-needed items. The de-
sire seems to be to try to get up some kind of a building that will
answer the purpose, without regard to utility, convenience, or the
future wants of the district, with the least possible cost. I have

> -
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endeavored to ereate a uniformity in class-drill, and in imparting in.
struction, and in securing discipline, by holding teachers’ meetings,

or, more properly, Township Teachers’ Institutes. These township

meetings, or Institutes, have been held during term time. Each
teacher is required to bring a class of his own echool and conduet &
recitation according to a programme previously made out. Thus it
will be seen that a superior teacher in a township will exert a decid-
ed influence for the better, over the poorer teachers, and in a meas-
ure it will show the real worth of each teacher in the school-room,
These meetings have been well attended by parents, teachers, and
pupils, and all seemed to be benefited by them. Usually, at the
close of the day’s exercises, or in the evening, I delivered a lecture

on some educational subject having a direct application to some spe-

cigl want in the schools. These Township Institutes are but auxilia-
ries to the County Institutes ; and they awaken the critical power

of the teacher by bringing them in contact with eachother, andtend

to elevate the character and standard of the schools. A willing Su-
perintendent can find work for his entire time in the more populous
counties.

By Other Agencies.—1 have called two conventions of the school
officers of this county in the last two years, to take into consideration.
the necessity of a uniformity of text-books, and the importance of
paying teachers according to grade of certificate held, or more pro-
perly, according to scholarship, experience and success in teaching.
These are subjects that really belong to the Board for action, and
whenever they can be convineed that teachers’ wages ought to be
graded according to rgnl merit, then successful and experienced teach-
ers will not be brought so much into competition with inexperienced
or unsuccessful ones.  Although these conventions have not been as
well attended as I could wish, their influence have been felt in every
school district in the county. At present nearly every School Board
in the county, grade the wages according to grade of certificate anc.
experience in teaching.

It is humilating for a successful teacher to be jewed down in
salary, or perhaps be displaced by anewly-fledged teacher, because he
proposed to teach the school at half price, when in reditytheirdiﬂ'nk
ence cannot be counted by dollars and cents.

Measures UaloulaadtoAdomMaSthurats—Anthﬂ
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is much diffieulty in securing & correct report from the different
secretaries of the school moneys levied, collected,und disbursed, I think
the school law ought to be so changed as to require the School
Boards to levy all taxes at their regular meetings in September,
instead of March, also to require the township elerks to report to the
Secretary of the School Board in his own township, the valnation of
all real and personal property belonging to the distriet township or
independent distriet. This will give the Boards a true basis upon
which to make all their school levies, and it will give the Secretary
the necessary information to make ont an intelligent finaneial report
to the County Superintendent. Every Superintendent knows how
difficult it is to get anything like an accurate report as the law now
stands. Most of the Secretaries now fail to report the amount of
« Asgessed tax for the year,” for the reason they do not have the
desired information at hand.

My own report is deficient in this respeet, and it is impossible for
me to make it any better, unless I should travel all over the connty
and gather the items myself. This I cannot do.

WAPELLO COUNTY.
MARTHA A. PECK, SUPERINTENDENT,

The Board of Supervisors having appointed me to fill the posi-
tion made vacant by the resignation of I. C. Oox, I have endeay-
ored to perform its duties as faithfully s cirenmstances would per-
mit.

Our County Institute was in gession the first week in September,
and the attendance was favorable, considering there was no Super-
intendent the previous month to issue circulars to the teachers.
Richard Edwards, President of the Normal School, Bloomington,
Illinois, assisted in condueting the exercises At the close of the
Institate, a committee upon programme of work for our next
session, was chosen. This commitiee is to meet at the Superintend-
ent's office the first Saturduy in September, 1872, for the purpose of
suggesting a time and place for holding the Institute ; also, to pre-
pare work and designate conductors for each branch, thus making
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the labor of the general conductor lighter, and avuiding the loss of
time incident npon a lack of preparation.

Normal Schools—During the month of Augunst, I conducted a
normal class, and imperfect a8 my work must have been, the
teachers felt that they had been materially benefited, and were unani-
mons in their desire for a similar school next summer. There iz np
need of an argument to show the necessity of a State Normal
School ; and I know of no other way to convince the rrorLE of
that necessity, than for each Superintendent to conduct such a school
himself, although it may be on a small scale and imperfect, it may
prove that good can be done in this way. A much greater benefit
would be derived from & properly endowed Normal Institution.
Our teachers must have the advantage of professiodal training, or
we would better give the pupil his books and tell him to climb the
hill of science as best he can. Too much has already been spent
in hiring blind leaders in the schools.

Superintendent's Work.—My examinations. are invariably writ-
ten, the questions also written, and the lists frequently changed. T
grant but two grades of certificates. For the first grade, the average
per cent. must be at least eighty-five; and for second grade, seventy-
five per cent. I am directly opposed to renewing certificates with-
out examination, except in very rare cases. I believe the practice is
derogatory to the interests of our schools. On the contrary, I would
make my examination more thorough at each repetition. Teachers
should not be satisfied with former glory, and constant study alone
will enable them to keep pace with the progress of the times. These
renewed certificates have a tendency to lull the teachers into a
kind of Rip Van Winkle sleep, from which they sometimes awaken
and find the intellectual world has moved on and left them. I have
visited but few schools, but intend to visit all in the county before
the 1st of January, when my term will expire. I make very few
speeches to the schools, but take the liberty to examine classes upon
their past work, impress upon their minds the necessity of being
thorough in their studies, make private suggestions to teachers, ete.
The old practice of sitting in the school-room a half-day, and making
a nice little speech at the close, fails to aronse the teacher and pupils
to any degree of enthusiasm in their work. I can say little of the
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general condition or improvement of the schoolsin the county, hav-
ing so lately commenced my work.

WASHINGTON OOUNTY.
E. R. ELDRIDGE, SUPERINTENDENT.

The Educational Interests of our connty are slowly, but we hope
securely, advancing. The progress is not as rapid as we might
wish, but considering the many obstacles we have to contend with,
we rejoice that we advance at all. It is our misfortune to be of
that unhappy number of counties burdened with taxes levied in aid
of the construction of railroads; and the ordeal through which we
are now being ground, causes the people to feel that they are op-
pressed with tazation, and, hence, too poor to build school-houses
and support schools. Our condition being such, the struggle is hard
indeed, but we look forward with bright hopes of & better day, when
ars will be willing to assist us in educating the masses, and in develop-
ing the great agency for doing this work, the Prauro Scnoor Sys-
TEy, which may truly be regarded as the cornerstone of our
republican institutions. It is eheering to record the fact that there
is a growing interest in favor of normal training. Many of our
people begin to realize that trained teachers are more successful, and
hence cheaper, than those who are not fitted especially for this pro-
fession; and, therefore, they favor the establishing of normal scheols
to fit teachers especially for this vocation.

We hope that the Legislature of 1872, will consider the educa-
tional nesds in this respect, and will move in the direction of pro-
viding normal instruction for those who are to be our teachers,

A Normal Institute of two weeks was held in our county last
November. Recitations were conducted by organizing the teachers
into classes, and in this way the * Theory and Art of Teaching ™ was
exemplified. We had the assistance of able instructors, and the
work waa thorongh and satisfactory in its results,

Edueational Meetings have been held in the various townahips,
talks delivered to the people on the many points of school economy,
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and in these meetings the people have been led to discuss these q
tions themselves, and in this way their energies and zeal have
awakened, and they have been induced thus to co-operate m
earnestly in the school-work.

T'he Visitation of Schools by the Superintendent, I have found
to be one of the most important, and likewise the hardest duty.

In this, his labors must be most judicious, for many teachers
whose work is not entirely satisfactory, need sympathy more than
censure, and I have found that one-half day spent with such, in
which earnest work and friendly advice are liberally bestowed, is
worth more to teacher and scholar than a whole column of severg
criticism given to the public through some newspaper. Durin&‘
the last year, I have visited about four-fifths of the schools in our
county. I have endeavored to make the character of my visit
cord with the wants of the school, in each case.

County Superintendent.—In order to make the office of County
Superintendent efficient, we need none but competent men in the
office, and, therefore, none should be eligible to said office !
those who are graduates of some normal school in the State,or
who can satisfy the Superintendent of Public Instruction of his
competency to fill such place. These requirements should be de-
manded by law. i

The length of the term of office of County Superintendent should
be extended to three years instead of two, as now, as frequent
changes in this office tend to render it ineflicient and consequently
unpopular.

We likewise need some changes in our law with reference to the
office of

Sub-Dircctor and Sub-District Lines—The term of one year is
entirely too short, as men do not learn how to discharge the duties
of their office, until their term is ended. Again, competent men
caunot afford to be cumbered with this office, year after year, and re-
ceive no compensation for their labors; but good men are wanted in
this office for not less than a #Aree years’ term, and should be paid
for their services as in every other department of labor.

Sub-District Lines are a source of more trouble than any
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ne thing in school supervision, and in order to secure a mater com-
:Junityuff interest, it is necessary that these lines be abolished and
that the township system be adopted in its stead. Ioping that our
next Legislature will remedy some of the evils mentioned, I close.

WAYNE COUNTY.
ENOS RUSHTON, SUFERINTEXDENT.

In Relation to School-Houses—1I am glad to say that our county
is moving up. Quite a number of good sehool-houses have I{een
built during the present year, and more are being built at this time.
And the leading feature of these houses, is, they are constructed with
some to the fort and conveni of the teacher and
pupil. There is a disposition on the part of the people to em;.\loy
good teachers at reasonable wages. Our teachers are impmvufg,
and in reviewing the circumstances, and comparing the present with
the past, I am glad to say that Wayne county is progressing. i
wonld recommend that the law be so changed as to allow sub-direc-
tors reasonable compensation for their services. I amn sure this
would have a salutary effect in causing a prompt and judicious
discharge of duties on the part of boards of directors. Dnringtbe
year just past, I have issued but very few first-grade corhﬁo?teo,u
this report will show. I pursued this course in order to stimulate
teachers to improvement. I have met with a great deal of opposi-
tion in pursuing this course ; but it had t.lmmduimd aﬂ'ect,.::n‘got}i;
anergetic teachers, throughout the county, on my
regard to Teachers' Institutes, I think they ought to remain in sos-
sion four weeks instead of one week. Our Institntes are highly
prized by the people generally, and well attended by the teachers.
In regard to County Superintendents salary, T think they ought to
receive four dollars per day for their services. In fact I do not
think they would grow fat, (financially) on five dollars per day. For
my services I receive four dollars per day.

Eraminations.—Partly written and partly oral. T am striving to
obtain an older class of teachers ; I mean men and women. We
have w;smmyboynndgirllmhinmwtrﬁngbmhnhol.
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WINNESHIEK COUNTY.
J. M. WEDGWOOD, SUPERINTENDENT.

Progress of Education—In a county as new as ours we think §
denotes a good degree of progress that comfortable places are sup
plied for the nine thousand children of school-age, and a eall
more competent teachers. And in this regard we are able to suppls
the demand, in part. True, we have some directors who seem g
feel that a third grade teacher is as good as any, but this is not thy
rule. 'We have a large share of foreign-born persons, who are citi
zens, and who heretofore have taken little interest in educating thei
children, but are now becoming much more interested.

Work of County Superintendent—1 have spent most of my &
with and for the schools, intending to visit each school during its s
sions, but have not always led. After seeing what the teache
is doing in his daily practice, I talk and pray with the scholars, gis
ing such advice as the circumstances require, and correcting f
faults of the teacher privately, and making such suggestions as oo
to me at the time. T have never lectured in the townships, but have
talked to many of the necessity of education, and of taking a deepes
interest in the literary training of the children of our county. I hay
for years reported through one of our county papers something of
the condition of the school on the day I visited it. This has a
great stimulus to work in the school-room. 4

Lzamination of Teachers.—1 examine both by written and o
answers, and even then I need to see teachers in the school-room, §
judge of their fitness to deal with the minds of children. A ce
amount of education is absolutely necessary to success. But this is
far from being all. There must be “aptness to teach,” “ability to
govern,” orthe most splendid talents are only consummate failures.
Hence I need to see teachers with their pupils, see the attraction they:
have for them, the ease and clearness with which they can ex;
to their pupils, &e.

Teachers' Institutes.—These, in our county, have been a gr
help, especially to young teachers—fully worth all they have co
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Normal School—We need, shall T say a ¢ Mill” to grind out
teachers ready for their business. Most of our teachers lefwh only
a few torms, and then go into other business. During this time they
hardly learn how to teach, certainly not by the most approved meth-
ods. Our great want is a school to train teachers. In our county
where we employ nearly two hundred teachers a year, how much
more progress would be made, eould we have teachers fitted for
their business. And every one knows how much more one ean do
who knows how to work than one who hag to learn as he goee
along. If the latter is worth 85 per month, the former is ';25. This
at the present time is our great want. We have pleflty of the raw
material, of most excellent quality, but it needs training.

Conelusion.—This is probably my last report of echools. For
cight years it has beert my pleasure to sec the pupils if' our eounty
under their various teachers climbing the hill of science. With
pleasure I have watched the progress they have made. It has boctn
a healthy growth. And as [ retire, I have the privilege of commit-
ting to my , school-l far more comfortable, and com-
modious, parents more interested, and a class of teachers varytﬂ'
superior, than when I came intooffice. 1 retire with the best wishes
for success to him who may put the harness on as I lay it off.
May our Father's blessing rest o parent, pupil, teacher, and super-
intendent.

WRIGHT COUNTY.
J. D. SANDS, SUPERINTENDENT.

Education is slowly advaneing in this county. This is appurent
when we welookntﬂnimpmvmntlnldlhuhmd
our school-houses. Several new ncbool'lwuah ﬂ:.::;:. b:l& :::
ing the ear, on improved plans.
negw scbol;-“hoiul,chehuhhmdoomfmw the pupils have been
ngudodnpartofthoedmaﬁnnofdavdopingmnhood-

Teachers—Many of the teachers are straining to become more able
hs&nc«nbynﬂngmunshqnﬂifythmdmmomhﬂyfwﬂn
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work of teaching the youth in our common schools. T am somy
be compelled to add; that some, wishing to be called teachers,
keep sehool, or rather, are kept by the school-funds; while the ad
ment of the pupils at school is not sought.

Certificates.—1I have not issued so many certificates of se
third grades, as I was compelled to issue last year.

Visitations—1I have visited the schools in the connty thorough)
this year, and I find a gradual improvement in the mode of impg
ing knowledge. Many of the schools have been recently furnis
with good maps, black-boards, globes and dictionaries; but yet sop
schools are without even a map of the State of' Towa.

Toachers' Institute—The county Teachers’ Institute last ye
well and enthusiastically sustained by the teachers, which has
before been done

District Sehool-Records.—I must say a word coneerning thw :
and careless manner in which the school-records of some of o
school districts are kept; though what I say may not prove thes
vaocement of knowledge in our county. The way in which sal
records are kept, is discouraging to the secretaries of school distrie
and annoying to the superintendent of the county. To have a
triet report come with * the number of persons between the agesi
five and twenty one years, then nitmber of months the sehools hs
been taught,” and “the aggregate amount paid to teachers, is ver
annoying and vexatious to the county superintendent.  If anything
can be done so as to cause correct and proper reports to be given o
our district schools, much will be done to advance the cause of _7
eation in our county.

Lectures—1 have delivered lectures on school-h :
teaching the youth, and other topies that pertain to the an
ment of our school system. Wherever I could find an opportunify
and an audience; and I have no doubt the canse of common school
hag been advanced thereby.
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ALLAMAKEE COUNTY.
LENTHEL EELS, SUPERINTENDENT.

Educational Progress.—It is with a feeling of pride that I am
able to state that there has been a marked increase of interest in
education in this county, during the past two years. I have labored
faithfully and earnestly, and with the co-operation of onr teachers,
and school officers much good has been accomplished.

Sehool-Houses—There has been twenty-two school-houses orected
in the county during the past two years, at an average cost of
£1,600; among which are the fine school-buildings for the graded
schools in Postville and Village Creek. This furnishes good ovi-
dence of our rapid progress.

School Visits—1 consider the visiting of schools, by Connty Super-
intendents, the most important duty connected with the office ; in-
deed without this important requisite, the office of County Superin-
tendent might as well not exist. But a Superintendent’s visits, as
they are termed, should be judiciously exercised j every visit should
be a careful examination, both of teacher and pupils, and such cor-
rections made as are deemed necessary ; this implies that County
Superintendents shonld be endowed with qualifications requisite to
discriminate proper from improper methods of teaching and disci-
pline. I have visited every school in this county, and many of them
as often as four or five times during the past two years, and, I think,
with beneficial effect.

Teachers—Another good evidence of progress in our county, is
the growing desire of many of our teachers, to become more
thoroughly qualified for teaching ; a lirge per eent. of them are ad-
ding to their fund of knowledge, by attending onr graded schools.

Inatitutes.—Our Institutes have been well attended, and much
appreciated by our teachers. But by referring to my predecessor’s
reponlﬁnd that he complains of certain boards of directors disap-
proving of Tnstitutes, and a majority of the teachers pronounced
them an imposition. I have no such complaint to make ; but, on
the contrary, T can say that both teachers and boards of directors
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encouraged our Institutes by their presence and assistance. 1
canse of this important change is this, the exercises of cur Ins
were conducted with a view of expressly benefiting our te :
and, to sccomplish this end, “home talent” has been employg
The utility of employing first-class teachers of the county to assig
at Institutes is apparent, from the fact that they are more familig
with all the cir t ted with teaching in their vici
But, employ conduetors from a distance, and in nine cases out of tey
all their efforts are put forth to make a display of their eloquens
and aim to puzzle and confuse the teachers ; such methods of ey
dueting Institutes are devoid of all interest, and deserve the di
proval of teachers and boards of directors. |
Text Books—A change of many of our text-books, is very mue
needed. The subject has been under consideration for some tim
past, and, T think, the time is not far distant when a better and n
uniform grade will be established.
County Superintendents’ Salary.—In regard to County Sup
intendents’ salary, the following remarks from a brother superintend:
ent coincide with my views to the letter : “I consider the pre
method of remunerating Superintendents as little less than con
temptible, and a disgrace to our statute-book. Why is it that the
are compelled to swear to every duty performed before receiving o
cent of remuneration ¥ Are they less honest or responsible t
other State and county officials, that they must submit to be swor
catechised, and their legitimate earnings sometimes withheld? Gentle
men, as parents and members of the General Assembly, we wan!
you to look this question right square in the eye, and show by you
votes whether you consider County Superintendents entitled to
same consideration and emoluments as are paid to other officials,
whether you consider them as so many snpernumeraries, whose servi
ces can as easily be dispensed with as retained ¢ If the office isi
mere sinecure let it be instantly abolished ; if it is not, and |
doing a noble, legitimate work, let its agents be paid in a s
forward, honest way, not trammelled with oaths and questi
but in accordance with the duties performed, based upon the
lation of the county and the number of schools to be visited.”
this can be easily ascertained by reference to school reports, which
are furnished in abundance.

STATISTICS.
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SALARIES OF TEACHERS—CoxTINUED,

ol
Clarinda. Clinton, | Corydon,

auetl
Bluffs| Cresco. !Duoupnn.
|

[G]

SALARIES

Of Teachers per month, in Graded and (lassfied Schools.

WOMEN~— |
1 at 50.

Sot4500) 2t 120,00
chavenseas| 1 80100,00
1 at 80,00

Adel. l Afton. ( Agency. Albia, Ames,

10t $75.00, 1at 01711 1 at §100.00( 1 at $35.00
1at 5000 ...cvvnasles wEasvssamnfye sssvesnnan

East Des | DeWitt, Duabugue, Elkader.
Moines, |

8at 3500 4at 8250 1at35.00[ 1 at35.00

100 40.00] Sut2L60]...00unaicolirarennroras NEN— |
1at $12000 2 ut 157.89| §1 » 150.00] $1 at 121.21] 1 at omool 1 at $85.00
vvineoraed]  1880843) T L8LB000 . s uusns 400150000 11 50.00
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150 80806 184 SI00001 1 8t £45.00) 1 at $100. FOR s sonnm infw Ssawi swme
60.00 1at 70/ 1at 63.1 sty 3 at 45
saberan e N ‘1
oo‘ 35
_BAONON  2at4000 BatEm  atd0eo
ez vt ve s olenebotnmi sl Nsdns 2 =t 85 00]

Brooklyn. | Camanche. [Cedsr Falls| Chariton, Bitmville. (Foet Dodgs,

Fontanelle. [Forest Oity.| Glenwood. |  Grinnell

humm ln“lﬂ Illmmllllﬂ
chsasaseny 1at

Areesassanes

Tut §76.00] 10t §8000] 1t $7500] 1at §120.00( 4 at $111.11
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........... J Basdooof..l. 7Tl - Bal0u00l  Batd0.00
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188 50.00]....c.0iiavefeivenrencannfacsoinne
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........ ” IBALE0DNN. & oo iesrio)rad sasnrnsaline sunisniaiscasnanintti

- I Y TR
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LIST OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS OF I10W4,

Whase term of office begina, January 1s, 1872,

|
| NAME OF SUPERINTENDEST.

POST-OFFICE

~.|William E. Caton
JW. P, Jeflre
[Thomas F. Healy
+ o, €. Goodenough
.[Jobn Hunter. ..

Isanc A. Beers,... . .

O R 1 e o S B BT
..{Oharles W. Rollins., . ... 3
B G Moulton....voroneiiiin
John E. Sanders. . -

. |Joseph F. Grawe

.|Esrael Jenkins, ...
Jemme L. Hurvey
. Wm. H. Mertin,

...|Orient..
.| Lansing

....|Maoson ...
..|Glidden ...

+..+|Cherokee.., . ...
Bradford ... . ...
..|Osceola., .

Coming

Athantio, .,

..|Tip AOR s mair o RS

umn City,

'ml-'llle...

dm"'".'.'..Z

EETTRTE e
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COUNTY SUPERIN TENDENTS—CoNTiNukn

COUSTIES

Heory. .-
Howard
Humboldt.

Jufterson.
Johnson .
Jones. ..

Keokuk .

Rossuth

Joe.... -
Hen...-
Loulsa. ..
Lucas. ...

Madison =~ ..o

Mabasks. .. ...

Monons ..
Monroe .

)Innlgnmery
Muscatine
0'Brien .

Miss Sarah Foit
..|Thomas G. Kelle,
| William M. Wright
,l'l'homuN Bmwu pails

| NAME OF sSUPERISTENDENT. POST-OFFICE.

Goorge W. Thompson
Rrc IC F. forkenrhlfv
...|Anson D. Bickn

James Pollard. ...,
..‘Wm Langhsm ...

W C. Sigafoos, .

5 P, SBimpson. . |
|1C. C. ObAMUSHIN , |« 1onvreinernes

" |Samuel Ridenour.
..../Cyrus H. Shaw ..
. ."ih' hen Peebles, . . .

Miller, .

.| Alfred Howser. . . SRR
. {Chirles Fletcher ]Slehpolla s
Allen J. House. . . .. Maquoketa
0. D: Hipsle¥eovin oo Newton ...,
Willinm H. McOracken. . Fairfield ...
3 Gmrg- s H-mplou ............ . .|Towa Ciy
B. Champlin, . Walnut
l'hnmn Hasty lmc hland
|Miss M. Helen Wooster ... . .. Algooa ...

Fort Madison..
Cedar Rapids. .
Columbus Olly
.. Chariton .
LW intorset ,
Ferry Post
. Knoxville ..
, . Marshalltown
.. Pacific City
| West Mitchel
lOnun
Albia

Montgomery .. ...,
. |Muscatine ., . X4
OB, oo e ey
.. |Clarinda. . ......

A 'Bmmu urg.... -

i m;‘d.;;::..
m )
Clnrlan... ........ 3






