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REPORT

Of the Visiting Committee of the Additional Penitentiary at
Anamosa.

To THE SEVENTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY:

Your committee, appointed to visit the Additional Penitentiary at
. Anamosa, bave performed their duty, and submit to the General As-
sembly the following repoit :
JOHN MEYER,
Committee from the Senate.
J. W. MILES,
IRVING P. BOWDISH,
Comamnittee from the House.

Your committee have to report that they found the conviets in good
health, well cared for, under excellent discipline, and the Warden,
officers, guards, teacher and librarian attending to their respective
duties promptly and cfficiently, and that the receipts of the funds from
the State and other sources have been properly disbursed, and have the
proper vouchers on file. -

The institutioa is new, and the increase of convicts bas been wo
rapid that the growth of the improvements and accommodations for
their safe keeping have been falling very much behind, and unless
prompt and efficient measures are at once taken, and suflicient appro-
priations made to secure more cell room, there cannot be any more
prisoners received, and unless the stockade is mostly rebuilt it will be
impracticable to retain those that are now in the institution. There
are only seventy-two stone and twenty-one wooden cells, ninety-three
in all ; each cell is just large erough for one inmate, but into those
ninety-three cells are crowded one bundred and seventy-seven pris-
oners, twenty-nine of whom have been added since the Warden’s report,
and if nine more are added there will be two for each of the ninety-
three cells. There is therefore an obligation resting upon the General
Arsembly, paramount to all other elaime, immediately to provide more
extended accommodations for convicts, and for this purpose we recom-




4 ADDITIONAL PENITENTIARY. [No. 16a,

mend the appropriation of seventy thousand dollars ($70,000) for the
erection and eompletion of the new cell-house on the foundation indi-

cated in the Warden’s report.  The appropriation is recommended on |
the basis that all the work is to be performed by the convicts; and that
the money appropriated is to be used only for the purchase of tools,
the payment for the transportation of rock from the state quarry, for
iron and iron woik, for iron grates and iron doors to main building,
for combination cell-locks, and iron for cell doors and for doors to the
main entrance to the stockade, for an iron fire-proof roof, for the pur-
chase of rock not supplied from state quarry for cell partitions and cell
covers, for lumber and paint, and for the payment of free labor in
skilled overseers, for lime and cement, and for the trangportation of
rock to complete southeast corner of the wall of the stockade.

The committee recommend the appropriation of four thousand dol-
lars, (84,000.00) to erect about seven hundred feet of new stockade of
two inch planks, so as to enable the Warden to use that replaced by
the new lumber, to repair the remaining old stockade.

The committee also find that there must be a sewer built. The Water
Works corporation of Anamosa Lave control of the river five miles up
and Gown, and in order to drain from the penitentiary the constant pro-
duction of filth, there must be a sewer constructed to emply at some
point below where the water works secure their supply.  For the con-
struction of the sewer we recommend the approj riation of $2,500.00, or
80 much thereof as may be needed. :

The committee also recommend the appropriation of seventy-four
dollars, (874.00) to complete the enclosure of sixty acres of ground
which can then be used for agricultural purposes.

The stores of provisions, tools, arms and prisoners now are all in the
same building, and when the prisoners are out of their cells a wooden
partition is the only bar to prevent the convicts from the securing all
the arms not in the hands of the guards, and, on account of the insecu-
rity it is a marvel that the convicts have not risen, en masse, secured
the arms, and made their escape. For the better security we recom-
mend the appropriation of $778.00, or so much thereof as may be needed
to purchase lumber and material to erect a building for an armory, a&
store room, and warden and clerk’s office outside the stockade. ,

Your committee also recommend, in view of the insecurity of the
cells, the stockade, and the further consideration of the fact that the
guards have to be detailed to guard the prisoners to the quarry, three
miles away from the penitentiary, that the warden be mthori'zed to
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employ one guard for every eight convicts, and that the compensation
of the guards be forty five dollars per mouth, and that the warden be
authorized to employ a deputy 2t a salary of seventy-five dollars per

month.
The title to some of the land and lots of the penitentiary is imper-

fect, and some of the deeds cover different shaped tracts or grounds
than those supposed belong to the institation; the committee is assured
that quit claim deeds can be obtained from the proper parties to per-
fect titles, and the warden will make endeavors to obtain them, yet
should he be unsuccessful, the committee recommend that the execu-
tive council proceed to have the title of all the lands and lots of the
institution to which the State is entitled, perfected.

The committee also recommend the appropriation of #350.00, or so-
much thereof as may be needed for the purchase of lumber to con
struct seats for the chapel of the penitentiary.

Your committee find that the former warden of the peninentiary,
Martin Heisey, left unpaid bills as follows:

June 17,1878, W, B, Flgh, one Spencer carblne, . cocimmn omminins 3 M
Dee, 2, 1575, D, Chaawlck, earpenter work., ... .
, 1576. 'W. 8 Bentbon, l0mber.....comim
Mareh 11, 18576, LaMin & Rand, five kegs of powder.
Muarch 20, 1578, J, uolat, repulring CIStOrn o wemn e
C. Holt, superintending construction., -
O ROUTKE, APEIn B GUIETY oo s sesssasssssne. 100K
o« WHIROR, OBLE . .coveoncremsoren. sann . 4
.8, AtkIngon, bIRCRSIATHIDE .o o o coossisanssn e
halen, labor at guarry
- A. SEOU, 1PON DAPAWRTE, €10 sowcrsworeer saarss soiescsss T
. W. Newell rernulu CELIONK.  visenibe prrrsasessresencs
bugue 8, W. k. R, U6, one hand chr, $40,00, less one
ol stone, s S ey
Amonnt due on ConsSEruCtiOn . v wmvemes = (A

arch 1, 1578, Oarter, Hussey & Curl, ope thousand blank rocelpts ...
wreh 41876, Kelloge & mr’;:.e.u 1wa 'rollqnp._.................g‘:... s E'g
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I-“Veﬁ 108, plekle pork ... s
rus &, statlionory, st onstactessssntm= H.g
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fohg & Duesser, sundries......
Mareh 31, 1 % nkesle, M, U, medlon] SErvICos o s s
Feb, 5,1 .5-1:“, dlothing fw i e
Transportition of % conviets from adison in 878 - 247.
Due Lo Fi. Madison for stripe In mﬁu.......; by

Amount due general support fa e (Asiad AAORTURAESEV ORI w18
Defleteney in conviet fund, seenots flve, Warden's rep't. 1
Den:lon;; In visitor's fund, see note six, Wi u n’(‘»'t. l&&

Total, . $1,475.96
This lﬁt&mdnulo ht to have been pd%mfw

April 1, 18576—reckoning from thst dite to 4
90 yekm, two yuunu‘u-rut on 31,4784 up:’u’ cent. il
Total ... . 81,068,

It will be noticed that the State has owed the various persons for
the above bills for over two years, and as the accounts are correct and
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Justly due, we recommend an appropriation of $1,655.65 for the pay-
ment of the same, and that the executive council ut once proceed to
make a settlement with Martin Heisey, and collect from him or his
bondsmen, whatever may be due from him to the State.

The institution is dependent upon the stock
Anamosa for the weighing of the stock, hay,
needed for the penitentiary; the committee recommend ao appropria-
tion of £100.00 or 80 much thereof as may be needed to build a first.
class stock scale on the penitentiary grounds,

The citizens of Anamosa, through jaodge MecKean, submitted to the
committee a report setting forth a claim against the State, in reference
to the five acres furnished by them, in addition to the amount of
ground originally agreed to by the State. The statement will be found
in exhibit “ A,” appended to this report. On examination of the laws
locating the institution at Anamosa, and the sabsequent action of the
commissioners on the part of the State as set forth in said report, in
Justice to the parties, your committee bespeak in their behalf a fair, just
and equitable consideration by the General Assembly.,

The committee also find that the State quarry will be exhausted in a

tew years, and therefore recommend the appropriation of $1,000.00
asked for by the Warden for the purchase of the east half of the south.
West quarter of section thirty-thiee, (33) township eighty five, (85) north,
range foar, (4) west of the 5th P, M., said money not to be drawn
antil there shall have been presented to the Auditor of State, an abstract
showing that the title is perfect.  In the judgment of the committee,
the quarry on said tract will be one of the best and most inexhaustible
in that portion of the State, and after the said quarry is purehased it will
bein reserve for the state at some future period, when the finances of the
State treasury will admit, to construct a common guage railroad
to transport the rock from said quarry within the enclosare of the stock-
ade of the penitentiary. As the law now stands, the Warden is pro-
hibited from selling any stone from the State quarry. The prohibition
Uauses a great loss to the State, from the fact that there are large quan-
tities of rubble stone produced out of the quarry, many more than can
possibly be used for State purposes, and as they have to be removed to
make way for the quarrying of the large stone, the Warden is obliged
to throw or give them away. We recommend the repeal of so much of
said aot as prohibits the sale of stone, aud that he be permitted to sell
such rubble and small stone as cannot be used for State purposes,

For over seven months, more than half of the conviets have been

scales of the city of
corn, lime, ete., which are
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idle becanse there was nothing for them to do. There were ps.mga
:'eady and willing to put up a werkshop at their own expen:;;t mlln::
i Afive of the idle conviets at fifty cen
the stockade, and hire seventy | y ce
3 ount of the law prohibiting
' to manufacture harness; but on accoun + -
P:" ;le‘aye’in of conviots, the offer could not be accepted. \‘.\ e repom
:n:nd Lhe[:'wepeal of so much of the aet as prohibits the leu.mg ofut‘:f
i ith the approval and sanction of the
ts, and that the warden with t .
::::l:(t:ive council, be authorized, when it is for the best interest of ‘tl:e
State, to hire out said conviets within the stockade, to.auoh mspox?slb e
: ny, or parties as will work the convicts in a fair and cquitable
Pa‘
m‘]nn:l:a transit of the conviets on the hand-cars to and from the State
nr there is great danger of meeting wild trains on the. Dnhu'que
?l:l::)!{;hwestem Railroad. Such collisions have ocourred with suno?la;
reskults The committee recommend that the executive cf)ul}cllt' wi
make ;ucln arrangements with said Railway Company as will in future
t any such collision. .
pr:::wmyto questions submitted under concurrent resolnt.lo.n? of the
Seventeenth General Assembly, for the use of the several visiting com-
i to the State Institutions: . y
mlgz:tioon No.1. What were the total receipts of your institation
ing last biennial period?
du:.n 8876 897.38 for twenty-three months, commencing November 1,
807,
[ i 1.
1875, and ending October 1, 187
Q. 2. From what sources were they obtained? S
A. Receipts for five months, beginning Nn‘vsmber f1. L )..
ending April 1, 1878, (the balance of Mr. Heisey's term of office):

.................................. $6,074.37
From Btate....ceeeisusssnse inssnssusesisn S i PN " e d
From convict deposit...e e mvmseisenssineimsmsinsss IOy e e
From visitors' fand. ... coi IO R S S . A
From sales of BLOMO. .coveivm cisisnsonessunsrsmmerssss sars s

‘.l'll"‘l'l“.'l..'..‘.-.
From sales of DOZH.cusammmensimmssimnisssisie s e
From U. 8, Marshal...c i imsmensnrss sasssersivinaains

Ihesnane m-u’
From balance on hand Nov. 1, 1875....cviivans Biivhusis “ ey

Received from State from April 1, 1876, to Oct. 1, 1877 cocimnnniscsnsnnsne 64,006.34

R mn“
Received from VIBILOTS. c.uus veeevsrarsss sissas sovsessnsasssisses iasen

Received from A. E. Martin....... BER IS P
Received from profit and 1088, .immee i i m”m
Reeeived from sale of construction material......cuen :

Received from convicts........... e
v'l’otd from all sources for twerty-three months...... .wwﬁ
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Q. 3. What amount of appropriations by the State?

A. The State appropriated, (besides the fund for general support
and officers’ and guards’ salaries,) for construction purposes, $22,500 00,
Of this amount there has, however, only been drawn and expended
£21,018.19.

Q. 4. What amount from any and all other sources ?

A. Balance on hand Nov. 1, 1875 ......veseersensssoreses sorsas aeserrssanc® 348.82
Received from viSitOrs.........coc.vesrsenersonsenssiiins R i el 545.05
Received from conviets......... desesansarernncsssasen  SOD.98
Received from A. E. Martin........... SIS S MR o Al L 1,867 .46
Received from sales of hogs, and from U. 8. Marshal............. 1,705.43
Received from State for support of officers and BUATdS.. civeeees 48,152.45

Total from all other sources.............. A . s vererens$08,079.19

Amount of appropriation from State, and used for construc-
BB IRIEPONON, i cvurees isspieacusrerss enserenananes 21,918,189

Grand total of receipts from all sources ..... sirenees$70,807.38
Q. 5. What number of acres belong to the institution ?
A. About two hundred acres. Owing to the doubt in relation to
the deeds, we are unable to say exactly.
Q. 6. How many acres of same are under cultivation?
A. About four and one-half.

Q. 7. What kind of produce was raised? What its i
What its value? e

A,
FOR THE YEAR ENDING OCTOBER 31, 1876,
DESCRIFPTION OF PRODUCY, VALUE.
PR, e iath sk Lettuce ......... SRR sladaiveniiss

L e e i
A e jODS008c.o. i R bt i 75.00
- String beans.........c........ MRS LY 80:00
S 1 o e T
weesenn | Early cabbage....., A APINE, R 25.00
AR AnsewvEeed Tg:weo..,...... . sesssnvennsssenase | 24600

Py Siviaiie atoes.......... PO Wra TR 50

eseensenn | LALE cabbage......... BRI d
sansens vanns oo Hubbard [} RSE SR SO i 15.00
........ s (Bweet L 16.00

sevtssnrssnen GRCUMbEr pickles. . voviirerereennn, !
IM(‘) hbnrnll e Mixed pickples ...... cssadasan et kassane ;IG%
”wua-...,...,........... e1s1850 JOBIOEY .ovvcrcerias comnmsmrerssesocsenennnd 8040
2 evse wsssss ssssanssssss | PATBIIDS..oocc cremreessssns s | 10,00
- Mn:!sh ve sosnnsaenes sonare [QRTPOUB. .o s errreraronnssnsarens .........::: 5.00
” m.k = ALY &8°.'.;:::::::...“..".'.‘.. .i.?'. SRR E s ssrans g:g
Red peppers : o 8.00

Total for 1876....c....0r0ererrscnsenes ,052.50
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FOR THE YEAR ENDING OCTORER 30, 1877,

R0 BERIE o005 s 1cavs sosriimarnng [LBREDIOR. .. ousvasinonestorssrirns o sasesurssrsnn [§  SO:00
2,500 bunches... ..o verravisnn 1T R S G — 50.00
8,000 bunches......... ceeeeevaneseen |Barly OnlOnB...couive  tommvirsssessatsnness [ 8000
B DRI vve s soncsivin i sniis B DADROI vcvorrs s Seesesimtnainroos Soxsasassanioes 86.00
45 bushiels. ... c..iinie avnpessnny lﬂu'ing IR v s 355 Sievanaiy b wows nisa pekswe £0.00
TR L —— | St SR R T ECS H2.80
T T RN O IR vt st vsion. idsnseshapovesitia [ 2100
BAU Bushels. .. . cicsuiicvorssss sosore | IOEBDDEE frirrscrnenes srassnsissrsbinsvssseenaral  2I0M0
G0 BOAE..c. coovia v RS DRDIRE . cori. sirbiosis avbbibesonbiais FUGGEY | 21200
S84 DUSHES ... oisssormrasonsunas ORI .o o oevevinssnns wrsessuns nernanbopaises)  SERAN
B JORAE. ioserviivior nuasrrvisinsacs Hubbard sqnash.......wm cnsirniens 1500
B BREPOI s e soisiihe saboe wig s RO . DOREIOBE . cives oo cineitesemsivislmarti 20.00
T DOrrels oonsososoerves « wovsesach Cacumber pickion. . . . .ccvivinserimosarss 35.00
§ BRrrels. . .oivisninrrvasaintion: BRI AR s civses sinansinon srosnnss 15.00
1.000 BEAAR. ..o ruimvesmesssmsrrneris TSR CY N SO e 30.00
24 bushels...cu Kebara Seas s ae TR D a0 04k b avwe soovuibda S4nwas pshrees 12.00
B BUOhEAE....o s rerssmisimorana s ERTVORE <500 ca st saions svinesivns asariisash 256
8 pounds.....ounn buansson aesse RIBE . «ret ccnuonvons, vasenkoveesalnhinshasopenniiel 4.00
100 bushels . ...cocoverem SrressanR BEAIREIN st v iusn shpasn vevnus Povat s VAoens [ 15,00
25 DUSHBIS. .. cow ivessnsvoyssrans BRI DR v 5 apansyass- pasds srsiseabivass 5.00
18 QOBON . sssismesassimmisrssanasoes Early cucambers. ....iusivsessreassassvenss Z.00
20 bushels........ eSO S Winter radishes. . .oovverareiies wersasans 5 10.00
(7Y T R a— Cumliﬂower., .................. S Bi‘&)

I saifvaovean SUTp RS a AR ek hangs ¢
Pot h':;:- pe ................. eASES T S 2,00
Total Rt 1BTT .ccovssincmsorrinine sreen 1 91,164.70

Respectfully submitted,

Lew Kinsgy, Turnkey.

Q. 8. What kinds of stock are kept on the premises? How many
of each and every kind?

A. Horses, cows and hogs, which are used for the benefit of the
state. Horses, 5, (two of which belong to Warden); cows, 1; and
hogs, 65,

Q. 9. State the number of horses, and their value?

A. Three horses, worth £160.00,

Q. 11. Number of vehicles; their kind, and value of each?

A. One lumber-wagon, worth §20.00,

Q. 12. Number of hogs and their value?

A. Hogs, 65, (@ #5 11.13, 8380,00.

Q. 13. What farm machinery, and its value,

A. One garden-sced drill worth $12.00.

Q. 14. State all other articles or items not herein mentioned from
which the institution does or should derive a revenue or benefit?

A. See answers to questions 25 and 26.

Q. 15. What amount of stock has been slaughtered and consumed

by the institution, and what its value?
2
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A. All stock fed at this institution has been slaughtered and con-

samed in it. Do not know the valae of rame,

Q. 16, What the kind of stock sold? What is the value of same?

A. No stock has been sold.

Q.17. What produce; the amount and value of same raised on
garm and consumed by the institution?

A. All the garden produce raised is consumed in the Institution,
For value, see answer to question No. 7.

Q. 18, What produce, what amount, and what the value thereof
sold by the institution?

A. None,

Q. 19. What amount of labor is let by contract, and what are the
proceeds therefor?

A. None.

Q. 20, What amount of labor is employed by the institution; for
what purpose and what its valae?

A. Officers and guards. For the purpase of controlling and super-
intending the institution. The cost of such labor to the State from
Nov. 1st, 1875, to Oct. 1st, 1877, was $25,173.15.

Q. 21.  Have you any surplus labor; if so, in what way could it be
utilized?

A. Yes, surplus convict labor; it can be employed in the completion
of the penitentiary.

Q. 22, What amount has been derived from labor performed by the

inmates ontside of the institution, and not otherwise accounted for?
A. Nothing,

Q. 23. What amount of waste from table and kitchen; how is it

disposed of, and what its value?

A. The amount of waste is small, and is fed to State’s hogs. Do
not know the value thereof. '
Q. 24, Is such waste sold, and how much is derived therefrom?

A. No—hence nothing derived.

Q. 25. How are boxes, barrels, sacks and old garments disposed of ?

A. Boxes are worked up in the carpenter shop. Barrels are sold.
Sacks and old garments unfit for other use are sold for rags.

Q 26, If sold, for what amount?

A. Barrels are sold for fifty cents each; rags for one and one-half
cents per pound,

Q. 27. How is the clothing of inmates obtained; is it made jn the
institution ? : v
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A. The stripe goods is obtained from the manufaciurers, and other
material for clothing is purcbased mostly in Dubugue, and it is made
up in the institation.

Q. 28. If not madein the institution, is it practioable to do so?

A. See answer to question No, 27,

Q. 20. What school facilities and what moral and religious training
is afforded?

A. Oune teacher is employed who, with the assistance of one con-
viet, gives instraction in reading, writing, spelling and arithmetie. The
penitentiary has a library of 400 volumes, and the religions training is
in charge of the teacher, Mra. Merrill.

Q. 30. What was the number of inmates at the close of the last

biennial period?

A, 148,
Q. 31. What is the capacity of the institution?
A. 225,

Q. 36 and 37. State number and names of officers and teachers of
the institution? The salary of each per month,
A. Six officers.

Warden, A. E. Martin; salary per month ... £125.00
Clerk, Wm. T. Pearson ; salary per month ..o s o §3.80
Teacher, A. C. Merrill; salary per moenth s immemm i s 40,00
Physician, A. O. Strout; salary per month ..o s 30.00
Hospital Steward, L G. Clark; salary per month......... T T 50.00
Turnkey, Lew. Kingey ; salary per month ... ... 60.00

Q. 38. The services rendered and time employed by each.

A. The services rendered are designated by the styles of their
offices. All the time of the above officers is employed in and for the
institution, with the exception of the physician, who makes a visit
daily.

Qy. 39. Give the number and names of guards, their salaries, and
length of time employed.

A. Seventeen guards, names as follows: A. W. Aldrich, N.D.
Darling, E. E. Carr, C. 8. Cooper, M. M. Curtis, A. L. Eager, T. A. M.
Frost, H. B. Gleason, E. H, Kinyon, Jay Heacock, 0. D. Isham, James
Listern, John Morland, Farrell O'Rourke, Wilson Potts, L. B. Peet,
8. M. Ackerman. The guards are paid $60.00 per month each. They
are employed fourteen hours each day during the summer, and twenty-
four hours every fourth day, and are employed until 2 » x. every
Sunday.
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Q. 40. Give number and names of employes of all kinds not beforg
enumerated; describe their service and length of time employed, and
what amount paid to each person. ‘

A. There are none, except as above enumerated.

(). 41. What amount has been ¢xpended for furniture, beds and
bedding daring the past two years, and what is the quality of the

pame?

A. Nothing has been expended for furniture. Beds and bedding
have cost $480.87. This is an approximation, as some of the srticles
bought for bedding were used for clothing.

Q 42. What officers, employes or members of either families or
other persons, not inmates of the institution, board or dwell therein,
and for what length of time has each person done so?

A. The Warden and his family,

Q. 43, Have you vouchers for all your disbursements?

A. I have vouchers for all disbursements,

Q. 44, What amount of funds are now on hand?

A. There are %1,780.00 on hand in State warrants, but no actual
cash, After liabilities are all paid, and money due from the United
States received, the penitentiary will have a balance of $100.76.

Q. 45, How and where are your supplies purchased?

A. See answer to question twenty-seven for information relative to
stripe goods and other material for clothing. Bids for supplying wood
were advertised for, and after having been received were rejected.
Afterwards the contract was let at twenty cents per cord lower than
the lowest bid of those rejected. Bids for supplying meat were also
advertised for and rejected, because no bid was received at less than
two and three-fourths cents per pound for beef, and it has been pur-
chased for two and one-fourth and two and one half cents per pound.
Pork is purchased as follows: Mess pork by the barrel, of packers;
hogs, both live and dressed, are purchased from the farmers, at market
rates.

Coal and groceries are purchased in Dubuque and Chicago; wood
“and beef in vicinity.

Q. 46. What kind and what amount of fuel has been used?

A. Wood and coal. For the fiscal period of twenty-three months,
closing October 1, 1877, there was paid out for wood and coal,
$2,336.92,

Q. 47. How are your buildings lighted and what has been ex-
pended for that purpose ?
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Aus. By kerosene oil. There has been paid out for oil from April
1. 1876, (the commencement of Mr. Martin’s term) until October 1,
l‘B"T e,ighteen months, $153.22. We are unable to ascertain the

ily 4 .
amount expended for oil during the last five monthe of Mr, Heisey's
term, for the books show no separate payments for oil during that pe-

*

iod. ‘ o :
erues 48. What are the real necessities of this institution for this
biennial period ? 3 .

Ans. See recommendation of the visiting committee.

Ques. 49. What is the wholesale purchase price paid per sheet for
writing paper, pencils, and other stationery ?

Ans. $3.50 per ream, or at 7 6-7 per sheet.
five cents per dozen ; but little purchased. ; ‘

Ques, 5(‘: What :w the price at which each of said articles are sold
for at retail to the students, and how are the procesds of such sales
disposed of ?

Ans. None are sold.

Ques. 51. State the total amount paid for stationery during the two
years now past, and the total amount derived from the sale thereof ?

Ans. There has been paid from April 1, 1876, to Quotober 1, 1877,
#3098 50 for postage and stationery, including all account books, box
rent, &o. For the five months preceding, the books do not show any
separate charges for postage and stationery.
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APPENDIX A,

At the time the Additional Penitentiary was located at or near An-
amosa, in 1872, and by the act creating the same, no particular site for
the prigon or grounds was chosen; but the law provided that the eiti-
zens of Anamoss should furnish, free of expense to the State, not less
than seventy acres of ground.—Chap. 101, laws of 1872, Secs, 2 and 4.

When the honorable board of commissioners had organized and
came to Apamosa, the people appointed a committee to confer with
them, and ascertain where they would locate the prison and grounds.
The commissioners signified to said committee that sixty acres of
ground for farm purposes where the same are now furnished, and ten
acres of ground which is now the west ten acres of the prison grounds
would be sufficient and ample, and they desired no more. This was be-
fore May 16, 1872, at or after which time the commissioners proceeded
to visit other States and their penal institutions, with a view to in-
crease their familiarity with the subject.

The committee of citizens also proceeded to business, and by earnest
and strong efforts promptly raised the funds and secured the giounds
indicated, at a cost of about #5,000.00 more or less. But alter the
board had returned from their tour of inspeotion, they sgreed and de-
termined to demand five acres more, congisting of two blocks south of
the town of Anamosa, and did eo. An effort was then made to pro-
care it, but failed, as all supposed the matter had been provided for.
It was then agreed between a majority of the commission and certain
citizens, that the land, a considerable portion of which was owned by
persons at a distance and minors incapable of contracting, should be
furnished, and the title vested in the State within two years, at & cost
of not to exceed $2,000.00, to the State, which bond was in writing.
Afterwards it seemed that the commission, or a part of it at least, were
not satisfied with the way matters stood, snd on or about July 31, 1872,
demanded that the five acres additional ground be furnished without
any expense to the State, within two years, as see commissioners report
to Fifteenth General Assembly, page 13.

And it being understood that it was at least a hardship, they agreed
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to recommend that the expense of the same be paid by the State, sub-

ject to the approval of the General Assembly. Accordingly, twelve
citizens of the vicinity agreed to furnish the land. Tt has all been pro-
cured, and is held by the State now, but five lots, and two of those the
owner is willing to convey whenever matters are adjusted. Some
réfuse, and ask exorbitant prices, and the property may have to be con-
demned by law.,

It should be noted that the sixty acres of farm land and ten acres
of ground for the site originally thought to be sufficient, and furnished
by the request of the commissioners as such, was all the law required,
and all that was asked from the citizens until after the niews of the
commissioners as to the amount of ground for site of prison necessary
had been enlarged, after their tour of inspection, for whidh no one is
culpable, but which has worked a hardship, or will do so, unless the
State comply with the recommendation, and the twelve men who
agreed to undertake the task, relying on a recommendation of the al-
lowance of the claim rather than a written contract, as had once been
the case.

It is prayed that the sum of $2,500.00, or 8o much thereof as may
be necessary, be appropriated to condemn so much as may be necessary
of said lots, and to reimburse those who have paid out funds to pro-

9 cure the title to that already vested in the State by deed, or to pur-
chase that which may now be sold to the State, if any, willingly.

It ie believed that a description of said five acres, consisting of
about twenty lots, may be as follows: South half of block three, and
north half of block one, and all of block two, Gibbs’ addition to An-
amosa, including streets and alleys between same.
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