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ments as required, and of any default which may appear Jrom
his examination of the treasurers’ books.

Sec. 1707, amend by changing in the fifth line the words “board
to “boards,” and “district” to “districts,”

Sec. 1826, last clause, amend to read as follows: ““But this section
shall not apply to any eity, town or village.”

Sec. 1579, amend to read as follows: “He shall cause to be pub-
lished after adjournment of each regular session of the general assem-
bly, a sufficient number of copies of sehool laws, or such portions
thereof, as he may deem necessary, ineluding all amendments and
additions made by the last general assembly, to furnish each
school-house of the state with a copy, to be kept in said school-
house, under the control of the sub-directors, or board of directors,
Hle may cause to be published, from time to time, not oftener than
once in four years, all of the school laws, with such decisions
rendered by him, as he may deem advisable; and he shall furnish
each county superintendent with a copy for his office, and ac-
cording to the population of the county, not less than ten nor
more than fifty copies.

In accordance with section 9 of chapter 120 of the laws of the Six-
teenth General Assembly, I incorporate in this report the report of the
State Normal School, at Cedar Falls.

C. W. vox COELLN,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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ABSTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF COUNTY
SUPERINTENDENTS.

ADAMS COUNTY.

W. W. ROBERTS.

Scnoor-Houvses.—Several good frame buildings have been erected
during the past year. The buildings at Prescott, completed during the
past year, and the building at Brooks, built during the past year, are
both beautifully located. The building at Brooks will seat two hun-
dred pupils ; the one at Prescott, some less. The houses built in the
rural districts are commodious, well constructed, and seated with
patent seats. There are five or six schools in the county soon to be
reported as graded schools.

Traciers ANp Teacurrs’ Waces.—Financial embarrassment and
other causes have led boards of directors during the past year to re-
duce teachers’ wages somewhat in some of the townships and districts,
and many experienced teachers are retiring from teaching. Their
places are filled generally by young teachers and others who teach
“just for the present™ with but little desire to prepare themselves for
the work.

Normar Issrtrrvres: Library and Graded School Work—
The normal institute is generally attended by the professional teachers
and those aspiring to graded school work and the effects mentioned
under “teachers and teachers’ wages” are counteracted to a great
extent by the good work accomplished at the normal institute.
Teachers manifest considerable interest in matters pertaining to a
teachers’ library and teachers’ associations.
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APPANOOSE COUNTY.

J. W. CARY.

Oar normal institutes have been a success. Attendance large.

The attendance thereon should be compulsory. Re-examinations
should be indiscriminately enforced. We have many hard working
and worthy teachers. A large number attend school part of the year.
Of the one hundred and forty-four enrolled at our county normal, forty

ttended, not as teachers, but as students seeking superior drill. Five
small school-houses built within the two years; four on improved
plans ; all too small. A fine two-story school-h three rc

two commodious entrance rooms or wardrobes; one may be used as a
recitation room, if needed; cost, £5,000; built at Cincinnati. Several
townships have put a price on the different grades of certificates.
The holding intact the mpeu’ fund is not understood, nor is the di-
viding of it done in accordance with the law. The school year should
begin September 15. The six months required by law can then be put
in and closed with annual report. Have tried to secure a uniformity
in methods of teaching. Teachers’ associations are popular. The dis-
trict secretaries have been prompt with their reports. The treasurers
have given trouble, delaying reports, and in the incorrectness of them.
The treasurer’s office should be disposed of; the county treasurer is
sufficient.  The majority of the independent districts, formed from
sub-districts, have been a great source of trouble. A consolidation
should take place at once. I have had trouble to keep officers to do
the business; could not get a sub-director in some places. Our di-
rector plan needs remodeling. Fewer school officers would be a bless-
ing. The Moulton normal and high school—a part of the public
school—is a success, and a power for good in the county. Many
teachers are spending spare weeks at this school.

The success of county supervision demands some good standard of
qualification for the office, and a different method of election.
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BENTON COUNTY.
MI8S 8. BLACKBURN.

1 have used every available means to seoure correct data for this re-

port; but I find upon parison, that the t “on hand™ as re-
ported Zast year, in many instances does not correspond with the same
item this year, But I have no means of determining which t

is erroneous. With the three legal divisions of the school fund, and
the frequent changes of school officers, it is simply impossible to make
a correct financial report.

Quite a number of school-houses have been erected during the past
year, most of them after improved plans, and all of them have been
seated with good patent seats. Many of the old buildings have been
repaired, and the old seats replaced by new and comfortable ones.

A course of study was prepared and submitted to the people and
teachers about a year ago. It met with quite general favor. I think
its best result has been a tendency toward uniformity of work among
teachers,

A system of monthly reports by teachers has been adopted, which
not only proves a valuable aid in supervision, but is a great incentive
to excellence in punctuality and attendance.

BLACK HAWK COUNTY.

J. 8, GEHORGE.

The raising of the grades of certificates has produced a very benefl-
oial effect upon our teachers and schools.

It has incited our hers to more application and study, and I
can plainly see that they are giving much closer attention to their
achool work. I find the people gererally in fayor of elevating the
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standard of their teachers and schools, and I also meet, in my efforts to
accomplish this, much to be desired end, not a little opposition from
teachers.

1 have been sorely tried in a few instances by teachers and their re-
latives continually asking, and even demanding, particular favors.

I have been forced to the conclusion that nepotism is, perhaps, as
common here as in many other parts of the state ; but by the strict ob-
servance of law and official instructions, I have it, in a great measure,
under subjection.

We held our normal institute this spring, having an attendance of
two handred and five members, and it proved in all respects a snccess.

The number would have been much greater had it not been for pre-
vailing sickness at the time, and that a number of schools were in ses-
sion.

The state normal school is in a very prosperous condition, but is
much in need of moreroom.  An appropriation should be made by the
state this winter for its enlargement.

The state can well feel proud of this institution, and should give lib-
erally towards its encouragement and support.

In the compiling of my report I have labored, as usual, under great
embarrassments in procuring prompt and correct reports from theschool
secretaries and treasurers,

The difficulty will continue to occur until the legislature affords to
the superintendent some relief. The law as it now is renders him com-
pletely powerless, and if he is refused reports by these officers, he has
no efficient way provided to enforce compliance with the law.

I often wonder why our law makers are so dilatory and lax, concern-
ing these important regulations.

It is to be hoped that our legislature will act wisely and promptly in
this matter.
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BREMER COUNTY.

H. H. BURRINGTON,

Having been county superintendent six years, my position has en-
abled me to watch the practical werkings of our school system. We
may justly feel proud of our common schools. They are the surety
and defense of our national life, and the efficient means of our national
prosperity. We ought to do all that we can to sustain them and to
increase their efficiency.

My experience has suggested some improv in our school
work, and some amendments to our school laws,

It must be confessed by those that are acquainted with school re-
ports, that there is a painful waste of school money, or rather, a loose
and careless way of keeping account of school money. School boards,
and especially district treasurers, fail in many cases, to keep and give
a correct account of school money that comes into their hands. To
remedy this, the county superintendent should be made the guardian
of all school money.

It seems to me that some changes might be profitably made in the
duties of the county superintendent, both in examining teachers and in
visiting schools. As the law now stands, one day in every month, and
only one, is provided for examination of teachers. In the spring and
in the fall, more time is needed for this work than in mid-winter and
mid-summer. Furtber, the law requires the superintendent to visit
every school in the county, large or small, whether doing well or not.
More discretion should be given him in this matter.

My work has been to me exceedlngly P t in every
of my labor—in i hers—in visiting schools—in ulking
to children—in visiting wub their parents—in counseling with school
directors—in gathering up the statistics and keeping a record of the
schools—in working ont the various reports, and in conducting the
extensive correspondence of the office. Teachers have been uniformly
kind and courteous to me in my official work, and school directors and
other officers have been always ready to carry out my plans or to en
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gage in any work that promised to increase the efficiency of our
schools. :

In visiting schools, I have ily been much from home, but
have always found a pleasant home amongst the friends of the schools,
I have traveled over the county a great many times, and have found
the hospitality of teachers and patrons peculiarly generous and
cordial. I owe a debt of gratitude to the people of Bremer county

that I can never repay. I shall ever hold them in grateful re-
membrance.

BUENA VISTA COUNTY.

J. D. ADAMS,

A disposition seems to exist through the y to reduce the
wages of teachers. A reduction of about five dollars per month has
been made during last year in every township in the county except in
Nokomis distriet township, where wages are same as last year, thirty-
five dollars per month for first class; and during summer in that town-
ship every sub-district employed teachers holding first class certifi-
cates, and an association of directors and teachers met once every
month, The result was better schools than where wages were reduced
and less interest manifested.

BUTLER COUNTY,

Jd. W. STEWART.

"The educational interests of this county have been materially ad-
vanced since my last annual report. Much of this has been done by
keeping constantly before the people the condition of the sehools ; by
holding teachers’ meetings every month during the time the schools
are in session; by ing the adopti of a uniform course of study

1877.] REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS, 65

in all our schools, and requiring each teacher at the close of the term,
to leave in the register of the school, a record of the classification and
progress made during the term, thus enabliag the teacher who follows
to take up the work at the point reached by his or her predecessor. A
change of teachers does not change the whole work of the school ; the
teacher’s work is pl d, the classification is easily effected, and the
teacher can permanently organize the school the first day.

In my efforts for the adv t of our schools, I have had the
hearty co-operation, of a majority at least, of our boards of directors
and the encouragement of the patrons of our schools.

The number of faithful and competent teachers is increasing every
year, and we no longer hear it said, “a third grade teacher is just as
good as a first grade.” Our fourth normal institute was well attended,
and the hers in attend decided that it was the best institute
ever held in the y. The attend was nearly forty per cent,
above that of last year, and a good interest was manifested by those
in attendance from its commencement until its close.

But very few new school-houses have been built during the past year,
The citizens of the enterprising village of Greene have almost com-
pleted a beautiful and commodious school building. This house when
completed will cost about six thousand dollars, and is in fact the model
school-building of the county. Old school-houses have been repaired
and d, grounds enclosed, and much has been done to make our
school-buildings more inviting and the surroundings more agreeable.

Bat the great problem yet to be solved is, what means can be devised
to secure prompt, correct and reliable reports from distriot secretaries
and treasurers? I have tried a great many ways, during the past six
years, but this year finds me as far behind with my report as before.

I hope that you or our next legislature may be able to solve this
question,
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CALHOUN COUNTY.

A. CALHOUN,

1 submit this report knowing that it is very defective. I have done
all that T could to obtain correct reports from the district secretaries,
but I have failed.

I have no confidence whatever in the reports of the average district
secretary. The average pensation of teachers per th can not
be obtained from their reports, if we wish to distinguish between male
and female, as they do not show how many months any one teacher
has been employed. T have copied this item from the secretaries’ re-
ports aithough T know that in some cases it is not correct. The same
may be said of the average cost of tuition.

Much of the amount reported as “ paid teachers since last report,”
was for services rendered during the preceding year. In other cases
the teachers have not all been paid for their services during the year
reported; hence if we attempt to determine the average cost of tuition
from the amount reported as “ paid teachers since last report,” in one
case it will be too great and in the other too small. I think that the

treasurers’ reports are all correct except those from Jackson and Green-
field townships.

CASS COUNTY.

H. A. DISBROW,

I take pleasure in transmitting herewith a report of the schdols of
Cass ty and o sta t of the fi as compiled from the re-
ports of distriet township and independent district treasurers,

These reports are, I think, ptin a few inst: " t and re-
liable. An examinatiun of the financial statement shows that notwith-
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standing the hard times, our people are fully alive to the work of
building up in Cass county & sound school system; and sccordingly
they contribute liberally of their meaus to do it.

Besides repairing old houses and furnishing new patent seats for
them, ten new and commodious houses have been erected the past sum-
mer, to meet the wants of our school-going population, and yet they
are not all supplied. \

But the thing most needed in our county, is good efficient teachers.
The people from all over the county are asking me to send them good
first class teachers to teach their winter schools.

The fact is, we have not half as many second class teachers even,
as we ought to have, and first class teachers are still fewer in number.
I look with hope to our normal schools to furnish better and more
efficient teachers.

The law ought to be so changed as to pel hers to attend the
normal school, and also to prohibit a person from teaching, with a
second class certificate, for a longer period than one year; and with a
third class certificate for a longer time than eight months, Teachers
must improve, or the intelligence of the country will stand still.

CEDAR COUNTY.

MISS E. E. FRINK.

If ninety-eight county superintendents tell yon of the “ vexation of
spirit” that they have experienced in consequence of the tardy and
insceurate reports which they have received, you will doubtless excuse
me, if T say nothing on the subject ; but if my own report is incorrect
and faulty, please attribute it,—as Mr. Toots says,—"“to circamstances
over which I had no eontrol.”

The educational work in this county is so far from being what I
want it, and hoped to make it, that I feel unwilling to say much about
it, believing it is better to say nothing, than to speak of it disparag.
ingly. Our greatest needs are, a higher grade of scholarship, and a
better knowledge of the improved methods of teaching.

Our normal institute this summer was much more largely sttended
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than the one a year ago, and the interest manifested and work accom-
plished cannot result otherwise than for good. A desire was expressed
that we raise the grade of work for the A class, and after due deliber-
ation it was decided to add patural philosophy, physical geography,
and American literature to the course of study for that division.

Since my last report we have held five educational meetings in dif-
ferent parts of the county. The results have shown that they were pro-
ductive of good. Our custom has been to provide a lecture for Friday
evening, and Saturday has been devoted to class exercises and general
di ion of educational topies.

This year we have been proffered one or more columns in one of
our county papers, “to be devoted to the promotion of education in
general, and Cedar county in particular.” The column is under the
supervision of a corps of editors composed of teachers of the county.

Several new school-houses have been erected during the past year,
and in every instance an effort has been made to construct them in ac-
cordance with the best plans. They have all been furnished with pat-
ent seats and furniture, and a sincere desire seems manifested to make
the school-life of the children pl and desirabl The school
usually are deficient in apparatus. But even this is being remedied in
many districts,

T hope that the next term’s work will reach more nearly my ideal of
school work,

CERRO GORDO COUNTY,

M. H. KLING.

Having been appointed to fill the vacancy oceasioned by the resigna-
tion of my pred A | d to perform the duties of the
office, May 1, 1877,

My first work was the visitation of schools, seeking thereby to form
an opinion of the results accomplished by the average teacher, In
many cases the schools were under good management, and in others
the teachers seemed to have very inadequate conceptions of the re-
quirements of the profession. The beneficial results of our last year's
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institute were noticeable in a large number of the schools of our
county. This year's institute was an acknowledged success, and
all are free to admit that in this county the institutes are doing a great
deal to prepare the teachers for the proper education of the
children.

At the close of the institute, a teachers’ library association was
organized, which is now in good working condition, having thirty

.volumes in its library and holding monthly meetings, at which digests

of books read by teachers, are given, with other exercises.

During the past year the number of schools in the county has
increased ten per cent. The number of teachers has decreased ten per
cent. ; but those teaching have increased forty per cent. in teaching
ability, and desire to perform effective work. The prospect is very
encouraging. The probabilities are that, with the activity generally
manifested, the schools will continue to increase in general efficiency.

CHEROKEE COUNTY.

R. L. ROBIE,

During the last two years, several of the poorest school-buildings in
the county have been replaced by new and comfortable ones, and
others have been built to accommodate new sub-districts, so that now
our school-buildings, with one or two exceptions, are in good
repair. They are also well seated with patent desks, and many of
them are supplied with maps, ete. The practice of gradually raising
the standard of qualification, p d by my pred , I have con-
tinued to follow, and sinee March, 1877, have used the uniform state
questions with good results, 'We have had a supply of good teachers
for all the schools during the two years, and though commencing with
an average of eighty per cent., for first class, have raised to ninety per
cent. on much harder questions, and find, as a rule, that the teachers
more than keep pace with the advance, This earnest work being done,
is due, I think, to the influence of our very successful institutes, con-
ducted by Prof. L. T. Weld, The attendance increased from forty-
three in 1875, to eighty in 1876, and ninety-nine in 1877, with a good
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proportion of male teachers. The interest increased in a similar pro-
portion as each one seemed unwilling to miss any part of the exercises
unless compelled to do so. The result has been a greatly increased
number of efficient teachers, and a greater interest in teachers’ work
throughout the county. This much has been accomplished in spite of
the grasshopper raid which seriously injured Cherokee county for two
seasons, Its effect is apparent from the number of school children in
the county in each year, being 1,460 in 1875, 1,057 in 1876, and only
reaching 1,987 this year, while the population rapidly increased in
previous years. It has also caused lower wages and fewer months’
school in some townships. The township reports caused much less
trouble this year than last, and it is hoped are correct. The financial

condition of the townships is good ; most of them being out of debt,
and with money on hand.

CLARKE COUNTY.

H. A. TALLMAN,

Owing to sickness and the backwardness of school officers, Tam
somewhat late, but have done the best I could under the circumstances,

The schools are prospering finely, and we hoj
% to be
efficient work this winter. g s

DELAWARE COUNTY.

R. M. EWART,

T cannot say that the accompanying report is correct, but I have en-
deavored to have it represent the facts as nearly as possible. Many of
the treasurers did not send in their reports in time, and when received
they were not properly made ont.
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Another thing that causes trouble in some of the reports, is the cus.
tom of borrowing from one fund to make up for deficits in another. I
am of the opinion that there should be some manner adopted by law
of proving and correcting the accounts in the several distriots, other-
wise it is impossible to have the reports correct. I find also that there
are a great many more mistakes in townships organized under the in-
dependent system than there are in the district townships. A speedy
return to the township system is necessary.

We are trying to keep up with the march of education, and have
many things to encourage us in our efforts. Five normal institutes
have been held in the county. Each one shows an increase in attend-
ance and interest. The present year two hundred and nine names
were enrolled, & number almost equal to the whole number of teachers
employed in the county during the year. An unusual degree of in-
terest has been manifested, and we look for corresponding results in the
schools.

A county association is organized and has generally two sessions
each term., The attendance varies from fifty to one hundred and fifty
teachers. The time is occupied with lectures, essays, discussions and
a general experience meeting. Local organizations are likewise held
in several places.

All the schools have been visited the past year and many three or
four times, In visiting schools we had in view a close scrutiny of the
teacher’s work to see how far he was able to govern and instruct, and
to detect and correct errors, We also aimed to give encouragement
wherever merited and to awaken enthusiasm in the school and com-
munity. To further the latter movement educational meetings were
held in many places and were addressed by the superintendent or some
prominent teacher. A g 1 di of school matters followed,
and often much interest was developed.

There are still many things at work to retard the progress of the

hools, prominent g which we would mention, a dropping off
from year to year of qualified and experienced teachers, whose places
must be supplied with inexperienced persons; a laxity on the part of
many school officers and parents, ¢ausing irregularity and other draw-
backs; and poor wages in some localities. Our encouraging foatures
are that our graded schools are all in the hands of well qualified
teachers, and many of the country schools are likewise supplied with
teachers of superior merit. A deeper interest in school matters is grad-
ually growing. Some school officers are devoting time and energy to
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the work, and are adopting necessary reforms, Several of the country
schools are having fall terms, and it is hoped the custom will soon be-
come universal. A long summer term extending through the months
of July and August, results in scarcely any profit,

DES MOINES COUNTY.

E. 8. BURRUS.

I truly regret that T have not been able to forward my report sooner.
lm'tI it has required no little vigor and perseverance to colleet md’
te the y material, having in several cases to go in person
to obtain reports, and in others to return many for correction. How-
ever, I flatter myself that my report this year is much more full, com-
plete nxfd accurate than that of last year, although there are some dis-
crepancies on the part of the treasurers’ reports of the different funds
on hand at last report, from those of the present. The last treasurer’s
report was not filed in this office until October 8,

In my examination of teachers during the last year T have eomplied
strictly with the instructions of the state superintendent, granting cer-
tificates only to those capable and competent and of proper age, in
eansequence of which we have had a very thorough and efficient se’t of
teachers in this county,

Our normal institute was more largely attended than that of any pre-
vious year. Over one hundred teachers were enrolled, being about
double that of any former enrollment. :

1877.] REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 3

DICKINSON COUNTY.

H. C. CRARY.

Our county is one of those which suffered most severely the effects
of the recent destruction of crops by the grasshoppers. The damage
done is far-reaching in its results, and our educational interests felt it
very much. Up to last summer there was, I think, no county in our
section whose school interests were in a better shape, but with the ad-
vent of the grasshoppers we lost many of our citizens ; were compelled
to close many of our schools ; and the burden of the expense of free
education, before freely carried by our people, was felt to be greater
than they could bear. Instead of being able to report our usual ad-
vance in educational matters this year, we feel thankful to be able to
say that the scourge is past, and we still preserve our school system
intact. Our people are rapidly coming back. The schools are filling
up, sud we are now preparing for an advance along the whole line.
One incidental advantage of our depressing times has been, that while
the number of schools has diminished, the ber of applicants for
the position of teacher hus increased; enabling us to make a more
careful selection, and T venture to say that of the thirty teachers now
holding certificates, seleoted as they have been from three times the
number of applicants, there is scarcely one who has not both zeal and
knowledge enough to make her instruction of decided benefit to her
pupils.

10
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DALLAS COUNTY.

A. DILLEY.

My report is late and imperfect, and [ do not know that future ones
will be any better unless some plan is devised to induce school officers
to make correct reports at the proper time, or at least to keep their
books in such a manner as to furnish data from which the county su-
perintendent can make the reports himself.

DUBUQUE COUNTY.

N. W. BOYES,

Blank reports were sent to all the district secretaries and treasurers
during the first week of September, but it seems impossible to get
the secretaries and treasurers to comply with the law in making the
returns. The first reports were sent to my office on the 12th and 13th
of September, and the last ones on the 16th and 17th of October.
Many of the reports, when received were almost i heusible,
(especially the treasurers’ reports) but by comparing therm with th;
last report and the county treasurer’s and auditor’s books, and in sev-
eral cases helping the treasurer to make his report, T believe that I
have succeeded in accounting for every dollar of school money.

It would be well if the law was changed so as to oonuolid;te the

school-house and contingent into one fund. They are raised by tax -

and should be levied uniformly.
Tam of the opinion that the district treasure:
h
chosen outside the board of directors, e 5
Independent districts should be allowed to establish their boun-

daries without con, ional i
iy regard to congr lines, especially village dis-
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No changes in the number of school districts have been made dur-
ing the past year. Comparatively few changes have been made in
our corps of teachers, but a few important ones have taken place, viz:
in the Dubuque high school and the Dyersville school.

We did not enroll the usual number in our institate this year, mainly -
on account of the bad weather during the last week it was held, but
what was lacking in numbers was fully made up in enthusiasm and
good works. Those who failed to attend and hear the valuable and
highly entertaining lectures on: physical science, given by professors
W. J. Shoup, A.B. Poor, J. M. Walsh, C. B. Van Slyke and F. L
Pillsbury, have missed a treat that would have done them good to the
end of their days. At the close of the session, emphatic resolutions,
endorsing the institute system, and recommending that all teachers,
both city and country, attend, were passed unanimonsly.

I fully endorse the system of electing the county superintendent of
schools, by the vote of the electors of the county, and am absolutely
opposed to taking it out of their hands and giving it to boards of di-
rectors, or electing even at school elections. The voters of Towa are
not 8o partisan as to choose & person on account of his politics, with-
out special regard to his qualifications and fitness for the place.

EMMET COUNTY.

FRANK DAVEY.

There are so many superintendents throughout the state whose ad-
vantages for forming practical ideas on the common school ques-
tion, are so far superior to, and so much more extensive than my ownj
and the scope here given to superintendents to advance wise saws and
suggestions is so wide, and so very likely to be filled in most cases,
that your biennial report is doubtl in a fair way to be sufficiently
cumbersome without the introduction by me of some hobby upon
which to air myself.

The normal institute is being recognized.as an avenue of much ben-
efit, and T am happy in the statement that teachers and school officers

are beginning to appreciate it.
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FLOYD COUNTY.,

MRES. H, R. DUNCAN,

Floyd county has two teachers’ educational i one f
y - ) or
each m.de of t.h(j county, meeting alternately and often ; also a county
educational society which convenes once a year, and is not confined to
tew.hen‘l alone, but is patronized by the public generally, Thase or-
ganizations are well sustained, and with the normal institute which
convenes every summer, gives us all much to think about
educationally.

The school property is generally well cared for. Several new school-

houses have been built during the past i i
Syt e g the past year, and nicely furnished with

and enjoy

Tmhitfg and teachers, we believe, are progressing. Sub-directors
are adopting the plan of retaining their teachers, term after term, in
tho' n.amu place,‘ which is much like engaging them by the year.
Thw. i8 & good sign. An efficient teacher should be kept as long u
;p:::;)ble, Ihlm glad to notice, too, that the teachers thus sought after

ose who are wide awake, and i g i
e aind ity » and most promptin the teachers’ associa-
oo‘?r:l fnstrnotion em.er.s largely into the schools throughout the
& ':‘{',Y n‘l:;r.:il;oing ;;:ymology, geography of our own state, and the
ol - . . ’
et 08, Music and drawing are becoming popular in all
. 'l‘l:lil, and indeed much of all that seems encouraging in our educa-
onal work, is d'u to the influence of the normal institute, The last
term of our institate, which closed the eighth of last September, was,
We are sure, & “harvest.” The bers voted I t‘ha ;
y T
::: the moju pt;o::ble they' had ever attended in the county, and their
"pn,“ion. g enth t d the candor of their
u:i;h:g books of the secretaries are kept with a fair degree of ace:
e :;rt(;, however, ate very often much behind time,
© treasurers there is a great lack of &
ystem. Reports fre-
quently appear with the debits and credits unbalanced, and gl?voing the

uracy,

—
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amount on hand at last report, very different from that which the
last report actually shows. These discrep are as frequently
against the treasurer as in his favor, thus proving conclusively that the
error results, not from design, but an imperfect understanding of the
theory of accounts. What is the remedy for this state of things?

FREMONT COUNTY.

T. J. BRANT.

Tt seems an impossibility to obtain an accurate financial report from
some of the districts ; and why? It is caused by the change of treas-
urers during the year, by which one is put in who is not familiar with
keeping accounts nor with school affairs.

There must be some remedy for this, or there never will be a correct
report from some districts. Many of the secretaries neglect to report
the changes during the year and at regular time in accordance with
section 1736 and notes.

During the year 1878, fourteen new school-houses were erected ; one
brick, $18,000 ; one brick, $7,000, and twelve frame nt an average cost
of #800.

This year, 1877, there were five new houses erected and arranged
according to the latest improvements,

The interest ifested in many localities in the cause of education,
is visible where commodious and substantial structures have been
erected upon the plan of the most improved methods. But what we
deplore more than anything else is the small attendance in many
districts, of less than half the number of school age. We find
too many parents that are very careless and indifferent about

these vital benefits to their children. And whither can we go for a
remedy for this evil ? How are we to teach them ? Compulsory eda-
tion is the only panacea that will reach every household or parent in
the land.
Another hindrance to the progress of our country schools, is this
great curse—frequent change of teachers, It is useless to comment
upon this,
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Our normal institute of four weeks was a success this year. An
attendance of two hundred, and greater interest than ever before,

In our opinion county supervision has much to do towards exciting
an interest for education g the

Our teachers are few in number, but much better in quality and
steadily improving. One source of annoyance and complaint is favor-
itism of directors in employing a relation, friend or acquaintance,
whether well qualified or not ; sometimes not considering the aathority
of county superintendent nor certificate, and allowing them to begin
teaching without certificate. There are too many cases of this kind
that need legislation or enforcement of law. We wish to express
many things here, but must be brief,

Every effort on our part will be made with our friends in the cause,
the coming year, to achieve more satisfactory results,

GREENE COUNTY.

D. HEAGLE,

We have now in Greene county 168 schools, all but three of which
are ungraded. Our graded schools have been doing good work;
and generally it may be said of them, that they have improved in obur:
acter, and one or two of them not a little; particularly in certain
branches of study, and the lower departments. Somewhat the same
thing is true, moreover, of our ungraded schools in every part of the
county; lll: generally speaking, I think it may be said of all our school
interests, that never before were they in as opeful
condition as now. i T :

During the year we have had two teachers’ gatherings; one a gen-
eral county convention held in March, at Grand J unetion, which was
very largely attended, and was altogether the most enthusiastic and
important meeting of the kind ever held in the county. The effect of
it, a8 I have observed during the summer, has been really good,

1 3
p;rﬁc;l:- y in keeping alive an interest for improvement among the

1877 REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS, *Q

The other gathering was our regular annual normal institute. This
was held at Jefferson, the county seat, and lasted four weeks, begin-
ning the 13th of August, and with an attendance present the first day
of one hundred and sixteen. The whole number enrolled was one
hundred and sixty-two.

Special features of interest were not only the unusually large atten-
dance and the enthusi of the teachers, but the excellent and prac-
tical instruction given, the model school had in ion with the
institute, the superior character of the public lectures, and the happy
manner in which everything seemed to pass off, every succeeding suc-
cess appearing to be greater than the one before it.  Already, I can
see that the effect of this school is most salutary for our school inter”
ests in general ; and T wish to say of it further that with nothing of an
educational character ever had in the county have our people seemed
to be so generally pleased as they have been,and still are, with this. Of
our many educational defects and defici we have not room here
ta speak ; so, I will only add that one of the chief of the these matters
is the insufficient pay still given to teachers in nearly all of schools,
They should on the average receive fully $10.00 more per month wages
than they do.

The teachers and others, with the county superintendent, have, during
several months of the year, sustained, and I think profitably, an ed-
ucational department in one of our county newspapers.

And now, as the present year ends my official term as county super-
intendent, I wish to say, in closing, that I have enjoyed the work much
better than T anticipated ; and as I have labored, T know, earnestly for
the welfare of the schools in Greene county, so I still shall cherish the
interest in them and will always rejoice to see them prosper.

GUTHRIE COUNTY.

G, C. MILLER.

1 have had less difficulty this, than previous years to secure aceurste
reports from district township officers. The reports of district township
treasurers are generally correct, More difficulty is experienced in re-
ceiving roports from the officers of the emall independent districts,
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This is attributed to the fact that competent men are generally elected
in district townships, while in some of the smaller independent dis-
tricts, responsible men who are competent to keep the simplest forms
of accounts and make reports can not be found. It certainly is a dis-
credit to our school system to elect men to school offices who can
neither read nor write, although such is frequently the case. A com-
pulsory school law is the remedy. In one township of six indepen-
dent districts, T was compelled to visit four of the treasurers and as-
sist them in making reports.

1 consider the normal institate as no longer an experiment, but a
part of our grand school system which we cannot afford to cripple by
unwise legislati The hers and people are beginning to realize
the necessity for more thorough preparation for the work of the school-
room. Teachers are generally coming up to the higher standard re-
quired, and the demand for better qualified teachers is increasing.

1 approve of the method of uniform examinations recently adopted,
and hope that the same plan will be continued. Am in favor of some
other method for the examination of teachers for our high schools or
advanced schools in cities. Not unfrequently teachers are employed
for these sohools who are not sufficiently qualified for this grade,
while at the same time they are qualified for the district schools,
and have passed the required examination and received a certificate
from the county superintendent authorizing them to teach in any of the
schools in the county.

One great detriment to the progress of our school is the careless em-
ploymentof teachers, Sub-directors frequently do not consider the wants
of the district, in employing teachers. In aschool for four or five small
pupils, there will be found a teacher of experience, capable of teaching
a olass in some high school, while perhaps in an adjoining district will
be found & school of large scholars, well advanced, but taught by a
young and inexperienced teacher, holding a third grade certificate.
The result is a failure in one or both of the schools. Is there no
practicable remedy for this evil?

Report of county high school for the last achool year:
Number of students enrolled, males, 46, females, 57, total, 103,

Average ber enrolled 53.
Average daily d aessves 51,
Average daily ab: %
Percentage of d 7.
Number days taught 180,
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Branches taught: algebra, arithmetie, chemistry, composition, draw-
ing, grammar, geography, geometry, German, Latin, nataral philos-
ophy, physiology, reading, spelling and defining, vocal musie.

HANCOCK COUNTY.

A. R. BARNES,

The normal work has been of great benefit to our schools during
the past two years, The second and third grade teachers attend more
generally than those holding first.  Most of these lower grades have

btained their ed ion in our common schools, and are lacking to a
greater or less degree the more essential requisites, viz, : methods of
instruction and discipline. They are well aware of this, and haviag
an opportunity of receiving practical instruction embrace it cheerfully
and work with a will, and the good resalts are found in our schools,
All teachers should be compelled to attead these normals, This would
reach a class of persons whose memories are so good that they can
pass a third grads examination, but who do not have any enthusiasm
for the work nor any higher aim than the repleaishing of their pocket-
books, and never read any elucational works nor attend any meet
ings of the association or normal.

The county superintendent should be appointed for a term of at least
four years, by an educational bo.rl, which would make qualifications
the basis of appointment. Our financial statistios would be much
more correct aud proportionately more valuable if our school ]
were necessarily good book-keepers.

The patrcns of the schools of this conaty manifest a commendable
degree of interest in our sshool work, both by taxing themselves and
by encouraging and upbolding teachers aud superinieudent i all well
taken steps towards betterivg their condidon,

11
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HARRISON COUNTY.

B. G. ROGERS,

My annual report submitted is very defective in several particulars,
1 am well aware; but it is as correct and complete as I could make it
from the reports received from the secretaries and treasurers of our
forty-six school districts in the county. The densest ignorance seems
to prevail among the school officers in regard to the proper manner of
making these reports, especially the treasurers’ reports. Their loose
and illegal mode of transacting business pertaining to their offices, in
many cases makes it next to impossible to make a satisfactory report,
even with the best intentions, while in numerous instances I am quite
sure the faulty document signifies something worse. I know of school
districts in this county where the school treasurer has not made a fair,
full, and lawful settlement with the board for five years or more. Set-
tlements at the proper time are evaded upon some trivial excuse, and
settlement goes over to another year. The board members are changed
wholly or in part in the meantime, and the same old game is played
over again, or some new device is adopted to the same end next year,
and 8o on indefinitely or until a change takes place in the treasurer’s
office, when some money and a few unintelligible papers or
books are turned over to the new man,

Another abuse: The school treasurer is generally (for reasons I
need not dwell upon) the man of greatest wealth and influence in the
board, and not unfrequently influences the board, upon the plea of
economy, to lessen the number of months of school, eut down teach-
ers’ wages, defer ‘needed repairs or improvements about the school-
house or yard, &e., his rea/ motive being to keep the money in his
own hands for use and prevent its disbursement,

The average condition of the schools of this y t, I think,
fall much below that of the best in the state. Our school-houses are
well built, well farnished, sufficient in number and comparatively new.

Of teachers we have our share of the best. The principals at Mag-
nolia, Logan, Missouri Valley, Danlap and Woodbine, are experienced
and successful men, fully up with the spirit of the age, daily exhibiting
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in their schools the very best modern methods of instruction. Four
of our leading teachers are sought for as institute conductors in ad-
joining counties, and a considerable number of the best teachers in
the country districts are the well-trained pupils from these schools.
We have our share of poor teachers too. When I say that fully fifty
per cent. of the teachers in the county are unfit to be teachers at all,
I only express my settled conviction derived from what I have seen
and heard.

The normal institutes held in the county regularly for a long term of
years, have done much to advance our educational standard. We have
been very fortunate in securing superior conductors, almost without
exception. Instead of employing those who have sought us, we have
selected from the very best men of established reputation, from six
months to one year ahead.

Your instruction to county superintendents not to grant certificates
to children under certain ages, meets my most hearty approval, and
it has certainly worked a great benefit to the public in this county.
It is approved by a large majority of our best citizens and tax payers.
Ouly a few individuals, who would like to make their children con-
tribute to the family support by staking them out on the school fund,
object to it. I hope it may become an established regulation.

The examinations sent out, too, from the state office have aided me
greatly in raising our standard in this county. Disappointed appli-
cants find less fault and acquiesce with a better grace when tried and
found wanting upon these tests, than upon any which are gotten up at
home. Further it does much to bring about uniformity in the different
counties of the state, which is greatly to be desired.

HENRY COUNTY.

J. W, PALM.

The state questions have been steadily growing in favor in this
county. The opposition to their use, manifest at first, has wholly abated.
Many at first thought them too critical and not practical. It was the
opinion of many well informed peopl and staunch friends to the cause
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of education, that these questions had their source too high up, and
overshot the end at which they were aimed. This objection, generally
valid, was found to be unjust in this instance, The questions seem to
have been framed to meet even a passive public sentiment half-way, and
no gap has been left, (as charged), between the awakened wishes of the
people on the subject of education, and the spirit and purpose of the
state lists.

Public sentiment in Henry county, as I think, everywhere, responds
most readily and with a relish of self-interest and personal pride, to any
effort looking to a more efficient organization of our schools. The ab-
sorbing topics of the late war, and the settlement of questions growing
out of it, gave for years a political bias-to publie thought, to the neg-
lect of the abiding i of peace, par t g which is the
question of popul Thought and legislation are now look-
ing in the direction of our public schools, as the especial ward of the
nation, and the i d efficiency of our schools is earnestly desired
and confidently expected. The publication of the state questions is a
pi mo t, and if indorsed throughout the state, as in Henry

y, should be sedulously fostered and eteadily continued. The
fault, if any, is not with the plan but in its application, which can be
corrected byimproving the efficiency of county supervision, “a consum-
mation devoutly to be wished.”

a P

HOWARD COUNTY.

0. N, HOYT,

1 would call attention to two or three embarrassing obstacles to pro-
gress in our schools, I ion them b I think they are not
peculiar to this county. Every intelligent county superintendent has
felt the same difficulties.

1st. The attendance at our schools is only about one-half the enroll-
ment. Can no method be devised to increase the attendance? We
have in our grand state of Towa an excellent free school system, surely
the people who have made the law have the right to see that its objects
are not defeated. If they have provided instruction for the children of
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the state, it would seem that they have a right to compel parents and
guardians to secure to the youth the benefits of this instruction.

2d. Our teachers are generally embarrassed by the diversity of
text-books brought into the schools. The population of many commu-
nities is constantly changing, new families coming in and old ones
going out, and sometimes the teacher finds at the beginning of the
term almost as many different text-books as there are families in the
community. Every country teacher knows something of the great an-
noyance and inconvenience attending such a state of things. Cannot
we have some plan that shall give us a system of uniformity? T offer
no suggestions as to how that shall be done but hope the state legis-
latare will give the subject the consideration it merits,

3d. The compensation received by the county superintendent is
totally inadequate. I feel free to say this now, as I am about to leave
the office. It is not in keeping with the importance and dignity of the
office. To bring our schools up to the highest point of efficiency a
first class man is needed; but that order of talent cannot now be ob-
tained. Excellent young men may be induced to take the office as a
stepping stone to something else. A man fully competent may take it
in connection with some other business, but it is desirable that a salary
sufficiently remunerative be paid so that the office may command the
best talent in the profession.

HUMBOLDT COUNTY.

L. 4. ANDERSON.

I think that the interest in schools is gradually advancing in this
county, yet it is not what it ought to be. We need better teachers, bet-
ter school officers, and I do not know bat it would be to our interest to
have compulsory education.

Several new school-houses were built the past sammer—all of the
latest and most approved style. The county is well supplied with
houses, but some are in poor condition for winter, while neatly all are

minus necessary apparatus.
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IDA COUNTY.

T. 8. SNELL.

The schools in this county are mostly small. Owing to the sparsely
settled condition of our county, some pupils reside so far from school
that it is impossible for them to attend ; but in all such cases where
there are five or more pupils in a neighborhood the hoards of directors
rent a room and employ a teacher ; but still with this privilege there
are many who are deprived of school facilities. Leaving out those who
are unable to attend on account of distance, our average attendance
would be good indeed.

School-houses are well built and well furnished, and in most cases
well taken care of by the school officers. Some new school-houses
have been built this season—all good substantial buildings. I have
yet to hear of the first case of grumbling because school-taxes were
large, or in favor of abolishing the office of county superintendent.
We have some good teachers, but some are not what they should be
in regard to the later and better methods of teaching. But this defect
is being remedied by our normal institutes, of which we had a very
successful one in our county this year ; every teacher was in attend-
ance. The people are alive to the interest of the schools and aid the
school officers very much in their work.

IOWA COUNTY.

G, INGRAM.

My report has been delayed by the delay of district secrotaries and
treasurers, many of them not reporting till the middle of the present
month.

I think I can say truthfully that the schools of Towa county are
keeping pace with the times. Last year, when times were a little
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hard, the people thought to economize, and as is genersily the case,
commenced at the schools. But they scon found this to be false econ-

omy, and this year the wages of teachers are better.

Four new school-houses were built in 1876, and six in 1877, Also,
Millersburg, Victor and Ladora, have enlarged their old buildings g0
that they have now good buildings and plenty of room. These
buildings have all been erected upon the most approved plan. Many of
our old farmer directors are also becoming convinced that because
they sat on benches without backs, is no reason that their children
should, and are putting in the patent seats.

Our normals for the past two years have been very successful ; they
have been largely attended, not so largely as in some of our neighbor-
ing counties, perbaps, but our county is not g0 populous as some of
them, and the teachers expressed themselves very generally satisfied.

We have held a few local teachers’ meetings in different parts of the
county with very good results. The teachers seemed very much inter-
ested in them, and they created a better feeling in the neighborhoods
towards the teachers and schools by the patrons. One great difficulty
I kave had to contend with has been to keep boys and girls out of the
schools as teachers,

Our gchools suffer very materially from frequent changes of teachers;
and directors exercise very little judgmentin selecting teachers. They
seem to feel that the first applicant should bave the prefe , without
any consideration of fitness for the place, or anything else.

JEFFERSON COUNTY.

MEK, ROBINSON,

1 herewith submit my second annual report, which T believe to be
correct, with the exceptions of Maple Grove, Pleasant Hill No. 8,
Union No. 2, Polk and Union, whose books have been so badly
kept that nothing reliable could be obtained from them, I have there-

fore compiled my report from the best information that I could obtain,
* - * - ¥
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The schools of the county are in a very prosperous condition, being
eonducted by live and energetic teachers, whose endeavors give to the
future promises of high intellectual attainments.

There have been five new school-houses erected in the past two

years, and many of the old ones refitted and newly foraished, making
them both attractive and comfortable.

The people generally are alive to the educational interests of the
county. The high schools have been well attended. Parsons college,
under the management of Prof. Wilson, has grown rapidly into public
favor, and is destined to wield a wide influence in the interest of pop-
ular education. Our normal institute, held in August, was well at-
tended, and the enthusi of the teachers g Iy proved their zeal
for the cause in which they are engaged.

JONES COUNTY.

0. E. ALDRICH,

The past year has been a prosperous one for the schools of Jones
county. Teaching is becoming a more permanent profession, and ex-
perience enables the teachers to do better work. « Our normal institute
was well attended, and was interesting and profitable. An able and
inltruotiv.e course of lectures was delivered, among which was one by
our superintendent of public instruction, whose lecture and visit was
hif)hly PP d by our teachers.

ur school property has been greatly increased by erectin
and commodions house at Strawberry Hill, and at L{ontioellog a.n::'i
nificent xchool building, costing $20,000. o

1 find it impossible to obtain correct reports fi
?enth- of them do not agree with reporupou mr:dn: ‘;‘:::‘;’::: Is:v:
judgment, all school officers should be elected in Seplen;ber mg
blanks so printed that the district secretary could send ume; and
postoffice address to the county superintendent when he makes his
annual report. A large number of distriots have but one fund, and
Thave no means of knowing what part was received from district tax
or apportionment. T did not receive two-thirds of my reports until the

e —
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tenth of October, notwithstanding blanks were sent the first week in
September. I have gone after some personally, and sent dozens of
postal cards. I find it impossible to visit one hundred and fifty schools,
try all appeals, issue commissions (o appraise school-house sites, and
record the land thus condemned. I usually visit first the schools
taught by inexperienced teachers, and as many more as office work
will allow me to do. As a whole, our educational interests are im-
proving in Jones county. The school-house in Greenfield township
was burned, and teacher’s wages were enjoined on a question of the
validity of contract. The house is rebuilt, and school in session, and
1 recommend that they receive their public money.

JOHNSON COUNTY.

J. M. CURRY.

I herewith submit my annual report.  Although you have given me
extra time, T have been very much hurried in its preparation. I sent
out the blanks in due time, and notified the distriot officers in a circu-
lar, of their duty. After the 20th of September I wrote to many
urging them to “hurry up;” and after I received your circular, I em-
ployed a young msn to help me, and we went into many remote parts
of the county and “gathered them in.” Yet I have not received the
report of the of the independent district of Iowa City. T no-
tified him, and called for it twice, He is responsible. If he sends it
before the mail goes, I will annex it to this report.

Much of the work on this report has been done within the last three
days. There may be inaccuracies in it, yet I have endeavored to make
it correct. In a few instances, reports came very late, in which the
amount stated as being on hand at last report did not correspond with
last report, but I did not have time to return them for correction.

There are two obstacles to the ad t of the schools of
this county. The first is & want of i t ifested by parents in
regard to the affairs of the schools, but I think this can be remedied
by active work on the part of superintendent and teachers. The nor-

mal institute is doing much to remedy this evil. The other obstacle
12
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is, that as a general thing our school boards are composed of men who
are not qualified to fill the positions they oceupy. In some instances
in this county, men who cannot read, write, speak the English lan-
guage, nor make the computations involved in the work of their office
are holding the responsible position of district treasurer. It is as nec‘-
essary to the advancement of the cause of education that qualified men
should hold the positions of district officers as it is to have a compe-
w'nt superintendent and well qualified teachers. I would be pleased if
this matter can be brought before the legislature this winter, and some
action taken upon it.

KEOKUK COUNTY.

H. D. TODD.

I have failed to get the report of two in ti
send my report withont tbem?o v s iy 5

I think the system of independent sub-distriots o j
tiong. In the larger districts the taxes nre very light,ml:o i::‘h:yu:t:‘l::
ones taxation is oppressive, Ttismore expensive,as full sets of records
blanks, &o., must be had for each district, and about nine times u,
many officers must be paid. Petty quarrels frequently arise, and are
only settled after much expensive litigation. The funds, in many
;uuo, are not properly d for; besides, there is considerable
088 .on account of the great number of frequently incompetent dis-
bursing officers. The system appeared to work well at first in this
county, but the longer it is tried the more plainly it appears that th
le?;hmn muli: a mistake when the system was inangurated. s

we must have the present law in regard to independ istri

the system can be greatly simplified by having but ol:: u::::ru::u,
townsbip, or let the township clerk be ex officio township treas .
and he should keep an account with each independent :inttiet,m::d’

settle annually with the y superi or

The independent distriot of Delta is i . X
. erecting a substantial
brick building, with four rooms. The intention is to o “ iztewo‘gudmry
ed school with four departments, g .
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Our normal institute was & grand success, and the largest ever held
in the county. Two hundred and twenty-four were enrolled and paid
the registration fee.

During the year, and especially during the winter term, monthly in-
stitutes or educational mectings have been held in nearly every town-
ship, in which the teachers and citizens engaged in discussing school
questions of various kinds. These meetings, I think, are productive
of very good results.

Our course of study for the county, which was revised last year, is
doing much to systemize our schools. It aids especially the new
teachers, who are apt to work at random with nothing definite in
view. All the teachers with but few exceptions use it as far as cir-
cumstances will permit.

The course of study for the Sigourney schools has been revised
during the year.

I give three grades of certificates ; first, second and third, Tlike
this better than to give but two; it stimulates the teachers to improve
that they may get the next higher class.

Our teachers’ educational library I mention with pride, as it is the re-
eult of the voluntary offering of over one hundred of Keokuk county’s
best teachers, assisted by a few enterprising citizens. ‘We have over
four hundred volumes of good books, costing about $700.00.  The in-
come of the association is about twelve dollars per month., The county
superintendent is treasurer and librarian.

I find the instructions of the superintendent of public instruction in
regard to the age ot persons to whom certificates are granted of much
service to me; also, the method of having uniform examinations

throughout the state, meets my hearty approval.

During the past four years about eight schools changed text-hooks
in spelling, six have changed readers, one arithmetice, twelve gram-
mars, six geographies, and eight histories.
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LEE COUNTY.

W. J. MEDES,

An examination of the work of our schools for the last year, affords
good ground for the belief that, on the whole, there has been substan-
tial progress. The figures will show you that we have twenty-one more
children between the ages of five and twenty-one, than last year, while
we have three hundred more school children enrolled, and ninety-nine
increase in the average daily attendance. While these figures give
some indication of the improvement of our schools in one direction
they do not show our greatest gain. Thisis to be found in the decided
improvement in our teachers, in their qualifications and mental culture,
A great share of this improvement I attribute to the institutes held in
this connty during the past two years. The one for this year was con-
ducted by Prof. E. E. Holroyd, of the Keokuk schools, and to him be-
longs the credit of managing and carrying successfully to the end the
largest, most attentive, and appreciative institute that has convened in
this county for some years. He was ably seconded in his efforts by
Prof. C. De Garmo, of the “ Illinois State Normal,” Miss M. McCowen,
of Waterloo, Prof. 8. E. Beede, and Miss C. Medes, of Keokuk,

I have found a strict adherence to the examination papers sent out
by the state department of education has produced great good in the
county. Not only has it brought good results in weeding out poor
teachers, but it has proved a great benefit to good teachers in compel-
ling them to master the subjects on which they were examined and
which they were expected to teach,

Through these various agencies the grade of our teachers is con-
stantly improving. During the month of September, seven who have
taught in this county for several years, failed, and have now left the
profession to make room for others. The few left who are content
with keeping instead of teaching school are being silently worked out

of their positions, and the time is not far distant when this class will
be wholly eliminated from the ranks of professional teachers,

In some townships they have instituted teachers’ associations, having
for their object a drill of the teachers and a competitive examination
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of ten of the best scholars of each sehool in the township. In all
cases these associations have worked well both for telchers‘ :nd.ac‘holm,
and during the coming year I shall make efforts to organize similar as-
sociations in every township of the county.

For the purpose of bringing the schools up to a higher sl.tndlnl.. s
course of instruction has been marked ont in reading, spelling, arith-
metic, geography, grammar and United States history, and efforts are
now being made to have all the schools in the county follow. the course.

Most of the schools have been visited, and a large majority of them,
several times during the year,

I cannot close this report without calling your attention m several
needed amendments to the school laws. Why not require each
teacher to spend one or more days each year, at the requuat.of the
county superintendent, in visiting a school or nc'boolu .llamgnm.ed
by him? In this way teachers very defective in their 1neth(3da
could be sent to watch good teachers and thereby be profitably im-
proved. Would it not be wisdom to take the f:ﬂioe of county supar-
intendent out of the arena of politics and provide for the election of
that officor by the various school boards of thfa county. They beyon:

doubt, more than others know what is needed in the schools and woul.
be correspondingly careful in the selection of that officer. A law is
needed compelling the county superintendent to keep a personal ac-
count with each school district, ineluding a plat of the same, the u&en:i
ment, valuation, amount of taxes paid and h:fndod over to thern i
all data in regard to the wealth of a district. Too many du;trlc'tu

“go it blind,” and are never able to tell how much 'mone.y is at their

command and hence are seldom in a position to act intelligently.

LINN COUNTY.

E. JOHNSTON,

The reports of the district secretaries and treasurers are mo;o :
less imperfeet, but I did the best I could with the material on han
My report has been delayed on account of their failure to make re-
turns according to law.
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The interest in our schools on the part of is i
d ! parents, is i i
there is a general feeling that none but good teal(:;)eran;r::;ngé .
?nwd. Our normal institutes have been remarkably successfy] o~
in attendance and interest. Much good has been .doue b; - b.OﬂI
the teachers to some appreciation of their work. s
The graded schools of the count
i v y have been very successfy i
the cities of Cedar Rapids and Marion our public schools willul, s
very favorably with any in the state, it
Many changes in the school law see
) ; m 1o be necessary. One j
;:ore u:r should be given to the county auperinte:ir:nz fO: :nl:.k';b“
s annual report.  The lack of promptness on th secre o
A 2
and treasurers, makes it difficult to complete his nl:"‘ i u‘"e.
oayors port at the time

LOUISA COUNTY.

J. A. KENNEDY,
The institute is growiag in favor,

LUCAS COUNTY,

A. DAY,

I h. Ll - - - * * .
Ave 1o excuse to offer for the dela eteen

y of m

:in;l: alcoroude-, and twenty of the tteamy:;:? l‘:::::P b: v
b zrﬁ}]’l] very recently. Some I went after. In the T;:u?io‘
en mpu easant, the board did not accept the treasurer) i
W nI y,do‘:nuqmﬂy I never received saiq report till tl: “:iPOl“
0 district number eight, Warren township, the treuu;r ;::
f the secretaries’ re-
that were possible,

Al
Teports came in about as usual, behind time, and over
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one-half incorrect. I made all corrections where it was possible for
me to make. In numerous instances columns were incorrectly added,
thereby changing amounts on hand in the different funds. Itis a
common thing for treasurers to transfer one fund to another on their
own accord, or by authority from their respective boards, This trans-
ferring necessarily paves the way for errors bereafter. This seems to
be the great source of errors in treasurers’ reports. From the experi-
ence of two years in receiving and correcting treasurers’ reports, I see
the urgent necessity of merging the three school funds into one, They
would make less mistakes, and cause less perplexity to superintend-
ents. The fourth annual normal of Lucas county began July 16th,
and continued in session four consecutive weeks. There were ninety-
eight names on the roll, an increase of membership over former normals
of about one-third. It is evident to my mind that the time allotted to
our normals is too limited. Let us have more time for our normals,
and have our teachers more proficient in their work.

MAHASKA COUNTY.

J. W, JOHNEON,

Tue Prorie ANp THE Scmoors.—In America, the people are the
makers and builders of laws and institutions. Whatever the thought
and conscience of society dictates, that is our life and our condition as
a people. The schools are pl t, eficient and progressive, if the
people make them 8o, not otherwise, Anything which can be done by
educators to awaken closer sympathy, and a deeper interest in the pub-
lic mind, should be done. We must have for the schools devoted labor,
and a liberal purse,

Coursr or Stupy.—The weak of country schools is their lack of
system. To overcome this evil the teachers of this county voted, at the
institute of 1876, that the county superintendent should write a course
of study for the country schools, and that they would do what they
could to introduce and use it. The course has been printed and put
into the hands of school boards and teachers. Its suggestions have
been adopted by some, and by others carefully considered, By this the
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question of classifying country schools has been brought forward, and
is favorably received. If the educators of the state will discuss the
matter and try it, a much needed reform will be commenced.

Norxar Ixstrrures ANp Noryar Scnoors.—Every institute held in
Mahaska shows the wisdom of the law. The attendance this year was
two hundred and seventy-one. Among this number were one hundred
persons without any experience in teaching, while more than fifty of
them held first class certificates, from a careful examination. While
young persons learn the theory, older teachers understand their pro-
fession better.  Our colleges at Oskaloosa have organized normal de-
partments, and are furnishing good training for teachers. We need
more normal schools in Iowa.

EovearioNar Associatiox, Lisrary, &o.—In the latter part of 1876,
an educational association was formed among the teachers of the county
for general improvement, and the discussion of educational topics,
Two meetings are held annually for the county at large, besides local

ings in the townships. This is the best means yet discovered for

ing the people. This iation also pl d a library, to circulate
among the members. = It now contains almost three hundred books, is
kept at the county superintendent’s office, and does great good among
the teachers. Recently branch libraries have been formed, by which to
reach every part of the county,

For more than three years the teachers have kept a department in
some of the county papers. In this, school questions have been freely
discussed. Experience teaches that the library and edueational column
should be supported in every county in the state,

Nrenun Lreastation.—That the highest good may be accomplished
by our schools, we neea the following :

1. Closer and better supervision. Make not Zess but more of the
office of county superintendent.  Count that man who woald abolish
the office an enemy to the public schools. Place it on higher grounds,
Pay more salary and command better talent.  Let no person hold the
position who has not had successful experience in teaching, and who
does not hold a state certificate.  Make state uuiformity in examina-
tions a law, and allow no examinations at irregular times,  Give first
grade certificates for two years, and give none without examination, Ia
the large counties of the state the superintendent needs a deputy, and
then will supervision be efficient and respectable. Remove it from
polities and elect either by the people or the school boards, at the
school meetings in March,
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2. More efficient school officers and not so many of them.‘ The
first we can secure by keeping political infl ?ut of sch ele?-
tions, securing persons who are qualified and paying lheu? for their
labor. The next legislature should make provision f?r paying who'ol
directors.  The second can be secured by abolishing independent dis-
tricts in the country,and organizing each township into an lndepel.:dent
district, including all towns of less than three hundred: and electing a
board of six members at large. The expense of paying a needless

army of ies and ers, and buying them record books is
‘“‘:ec A solid tion of all the school funds into one general fund.

4. The organization of a state board of examination, for the grant-
ing of state certificates and dipl to prof 1

8.

MARION COUNTY.

A. YETTER.

is gone, and the result of our labors given in the ac-
coﬁng et:;ulf rep,ort.. It would be unjust to say that the citizens
of Marion county take no interest in education. The fleaire to equcat.e
and qualify the youth for high and hmforsble' positions in life, is
almost universal. A commendable gpirit is manifested by our school
officers, in the efforts made to carry out the liberal spirit of our s?ho?l
law, and as much as possible, give equal advantages to the pupils in

‘h;d?:;?f. the school-h are or ts to the neighborhoods in

which they are located; trees and shrubbery are planted and the entire
surroundings made attractive; nature and art are combined to orutel a
taste for the lovely and beautiful, and in every inluu‘ca happy muAtﬁ
are apparent. Six new houses have been erected during t.h.o ymr.f

of them fortable and conv t, but we would especially refer to
Pella and Knoxville school-houses. The former ‘hu efeo;ed 8 two
story brick building containing eight large rooms, & hblnry .;;h .:.dm
hall, through which egress is made quietly and orderly. rm .;uv:dg
is done by a furnace, and the fnrninra. of the hfeat‘nml u;oi:o, O:O‘nd
style. The principal of this gchool is enthusiastic in Wi

13
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every suggestion he makes is carried out by the school board; nothing
is wanting. The entire cost is $25,000. Knoxville has built two very
beautifiul houses this summer and will have them ready for occupancy
by the first of next January.

‘With the exception of three, all the schools in the county have been
in session six months; many have extended the term to eight and ten
months, but little complaint has been made by either party. Most of
our teachers, like the “apostle of the Gentiles,” magnify their offices.
The general intelligence of the age demands such and bids all others
not to apply for positions as teachers. Popular education will never
move faster than public sentiment will sustain. Popular sentiment is,
therefore, a legitimate subject of education, and before our system
reaches that high state of usefulness to which it is destined, our people
must be duly impressed with the truth, that general inteligence, based
on universal education, is the only safeguard of popular government,
lnd thus becomes the political necessity of a free people,

and ers should hold their offices five years, The
ffoqnonl change of officers causes the delay and inaccuracy of our
annual reports, The entire echool law should be simplified, and pro-
visions made for the formation of new districts from indep
districts,

MARSHALL COUNTY.

MISS A. GIFFORD,

The amount of labor and care requisite in the making of annual re-
ports of the county superintendents is good ground for expecting re-
liable and complete statistics of the condition of the public schools in
county and state for the information and use of the people. But when
it is borne in mind that the aohool officers from whom come the facts,
are, in not a few inst linquent in p g their reports to
the superintendent ; u'e, in some cases, incapable of making correet
reports, and, in general, careless and indifferent as to the prompt and
painstaking performance of the duty, it must be plain that the orig-
inal foundation foruseful inferences is very doubtful. Tt should be re-
membered further, that the superintendent is utterly helpless in the
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matter, having no authority whatever to secure timely and accurate re-
ports from ignorant or delinquent secretaries or treasurers of boards
of education. He must, therefore, make the most of the facts and cir-
cumstanees of the situation, surrounded with difficulties which none
but county superintendents can appreciate, and in the face of a public
sentiment which regards hlm u the responsible party in all matters
pertaining to the

“ Figures will not lie,” The figures of this report are ag truthful as,
the original facts will permit, I am quite willing that this report
should be compared with those of other counties of the State as to
points of accuracy and reliability, But I may not leave this topic
without asking earnestly for legislation that will afford the people
wholly reliable statistics upon which to form correct conclusions re-

g the y of the school

Ttis not a new thing to say that school officers are not, in pmnoe,
careful to keep separate the three different school funds. Aside from
the legal requirement, there seems to be little reason why they should,
doso. One part of the school money is as sacred as another; the
whole is devoted to education. Why not redace the funds to two, at
most ?  Also, a different sy of disk t seems 1 'y, one;
by which all reeeipts and expenditures for schools in the several dis-
tricts in the county could be exposed to public inspection.

The mode of schopl visitation, and the attendant oversight of the
work of teachers, as at present pursued, while accomplishing much
good, might be improved. The superintendent should have liberty to
visit where his services are most needed, where, for example, the poor-
est teachers are liable to be found ; and in this vital part of the work
he should have the especial co-operation of the director, who, it is fair
to presume, shauld be qualified for. the office he accepts, but who might
by connsel with the superintendent in convention of directors, ealled,
in townships or county, profit by special instructions as to intelligent
visitation and observation. ~ To secure this end the superintendent
must be clothed with authority over the directors, This is practically
realized in New Jersey, where the country schools are the best in the
Union, as shown at the C ial. Our legislation in this direction,
should be of such a character as to secure, in the speediest possible,
manner, a good school in every distriot. To this end, the one thing,
needed is a qualified and practically efficient teacher, The work in the
school-room is the best test of both scholarship and methods of lnstruc-,
tion, and the teacher should be finally judged therehy. It would be well

e
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to pay the director for a certain number of days’ visitation in each
term. Upon observations made by him and reported to the superin-
tendent, the visitation of the latter might in part be based.

Our mode of examinations needs revision. All persons examined
should pay the usual dollar as a retarn to the conuty for the time and
labor spent, whether a certificate is issued or not. In this way repeated
examinations could be made largely to inure to the benefit of the in-
stitute fund. Are not quarterly examinations sufficiently frequent?
The questions issued by the state superintendent have been of great as-
sistance, yet the object so necessary to be attained can hardly be satis-
factorily gained until the county superintendents of the several connties
can agree upon a uniformity of answers to questions submitted and like
standards of qualifications for the different grades of certificates issued.
As matters now stand, the same teachers are often found holding a
third grade certificate from one county.and a first grade from an adjoin-
ing county. Teachers failing to obtain certificates in one c-unty, find
easy access to the schools of a neighboring county.  And this is done
upon the same lists of questions, by reason of the diverse systems of
marking and the different standards fixed for qualifications.  Perhap
if county superintendents themselves were required to show qualifica-
tions as to scholarship for the office, before entering upon its duties,
among which the examination of teachers is most important and deli-
cate, the standard for teachers would, in mind at least, approximate
more nearly a correct ideal by which to compare results,

The normal institate in this county has been an unqualified succese,
From our point of view, this is the best and most useful element in the
work of professional instruction, in the state. Tt does more for the true
advancement of education in this county, and doubtless for other coun-
ties in this state as well, than any other instrumentality. It merits
every possible aid to make it in the highest degree nseful, From year
to year it must be made a more and more efficient help to our teachers
already at work, and to those preparing to teach, better to fit them-
selves for the school-room. And by this 1 am reminded of a prelimi-
nary work necessary to be done,but only in part provided for bylegisla-
tion. The home advantages of instruction in branches of learning
should be such as to bring within the reach all the youth of the county
free tuition in the studies of the high school,

There should be a county high school in every county, a school
that should suffice for both town and y. Legislation should make
it more easily attainable than 1s now done by the statute. Such a

1
l
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school would become not only the means of gaining a fair degree of
education by all the youth for all pursuits, but would also be the natu-
ral help to the teacher desiring to be educated at home. It might go
farther and afford the opportunity for special preparation to teach.
Why are not the ideas of county normal schools, as realized in Illinois,
and county high schools, as sought to be carried out in Towa, capable
of being combined in a practicable scheme for high school instruction
for the whole county ?

Of the condition of the schools of Marshall connty I shall add but
little, knowing that under existing circumstances it is very difficult to
make them what they should be. However, I am conscious of having
faithfully endeavored to improve them in all respects. Keeping the
welfare of the youth taught in them, uppermost in mind, it has been a
first consideration with me to qualified teach When d,
1 have sought to aid and encourage them in the performance of their
duties. On the whole, my own labors have been well sustained and
kindly appreciated by school officers, patrons, and the community gen-
erally. Looking back over the four years of my continuance in office
by the favor of the people, T can safely say that while much remains
to be done, mach has been already plished for the
schools of Marshall county.

MONONA COUNTY.

€. N, LYMAN.

The accompanying statistics may speak for themselyes, Compari-
sons with the figures of last year's report may be made by those who
desire to do so.

This county in many portions is yet new, and imperfectly developed.
The population is scattered and comparatively poor. Many are home-
steaders whose title to the land on which they live is contested by the
railroad company.

Many of the schools are quite small and the attendance in these
very irregular. As a matter of course, the progrees in these schools
has been satisfactory. In many other schools, the advancement has
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been marked, the patrons of the school have taken commendable in-
terest, and the teachers have been faithful and successful. The out.
look for these schools seems quite hopeful. The teachers have heartily
eo-operated in the endeavors to raise the standard of education a
them, and the result has been a very noticeable improvement.

The normal institute has been a very effectual means of improve-
ment, and has been made good use of by the teachers, In many in-
stances, the benefit has been decided. Among the great bencfits
derived lias been a reawakening of enthusiasm in school work through-
out the county.

The difficulties we find are those always to be found in new coun-
tries, where the schools are mixed and the population floating or not
yet quite at home,

In most of the counties, no system of grading conld be successfully
insugurated at present. Yet there is a hopeful tendency in that direc-
tion in some townships,

Our connection with the sehools has taught us our lack of wisdom
in many things, so we have no panacea to suggest for the care. of all
the ills under which our educational systern is suffering, But anything
would be in order that would tend to awaken and promote an intelli-
gent public sentiment among the people.

This county sends greeting to all the other counties of the state, and
promises to co-operate cordially with them in their efforts to advance
the cause of education,

s

MONROE COUNTY.

J4. M, PORTER,

.. All the districts in the county except one have had the required six
months’ term in the last year. This one was released on account of its
inability to raise funds to pay teacher,

You will see by report that many of the districts have prolonged
their term considerably above that required by law. Some of the
boards have shown much interest in providing maps, charts, dictiona-
ries, and other materials, The teachers of the county show an interest
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in their work by trying to qualify themselves for responsibilities ﬂ.xey
assume in the school-room. A very large number of those holding
certificates attended the normal institute. The teachers of .the county
have organized a library association, which they inu.snd to incorporate
and placeona good basis. This association also provides for two educa-
tional meetings each year, in which they bind themselves to meet and
discuss, and, if possible, provide means for the advancement of the ed-
i interests of the county.

“c;:-‘ :::;“ to me that something should be done to bett?r the l:epom
made by district secretaries and treasurers, It is nlmoft impossible to
get accurate reports under the present system. I believe the oo?my
treasurer should disburse the funds on all the orders properly audnefl.

The tidal wave of economy is at present sweeping oyer our county in
the way of curtailing teachers’ wages. This'is havmg'tha eﬂ'ect.. to
drive some of our best teachers into other business, ‘f‘d is thus df)mg
the cause a great injury. It is'to be hoped this idea will not prevail for

any length of time.

MUSCATINE CQUNTY.
. .4 »
F o : R. W. LEVERICH.

1 found it difficult to secure reliable reports from treasurers and sec-
retaries. ’

Six new school-houses have been built this year; also a new brick
building at West Liberty, which will date the g 2 Endu
and high school. This building is an ornll?en! to the town and speaks

the enterprising. and intelligent citizens. ;

'ell"lo:O:he ;:rl:wu of sécuring some uniform. system ?f work in the
rural districts, I prepared a set of rales and regulations, last year,
which I submitted to the boards for :.hc:ir n.pprovll. We met the board
and teachers of each township at a meeting fullad foj"bh:;,”m':
where thn schoot boards and teach lnﬂ’dl b thei
arty, of expressing themselves on the subject, :;ih ":.ym Mmm.
the system, so we now have wmc-nyamm “ . »
uuln::iue county. Diredtors) meéetings are theld insthe townships,
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which never fail to secure the attendance of the board, teachers, and
patrons of the schools, all of whom take an active part in what we
call revival meetings in school work.

We grant two grades of certificates : First class, ninety per cent, ;
the second class, eighty per cent. While this examination is necessary
and proper, it is not always a guarantee that the teacher is a good in-
structor. I find by visiting the schools, that in some cases the teacher
with the second class certificate is very proficient while frequently the
reverse is true of the teacher with the first-class certificate. The part
of the examination which tests the teacher’s natural adaptation to
school work with reference to his proficiency in presenting the
branches to the class, and his ability and skill in securing good de-
portment, is very difficult for me. Visiting the schools farnishes an

excellent opportunity to correct any mistake that I make in granting a
cortificate’to an incompetent teacher,

O’BRIEN COUNTY,

A, B. CHRYSLER.
* - *
There are yet too many pu,
enrolled in the public schools
- -

* *
pils throughout the county who are not

* - -

OSCEOLA COUNTY.

C. L. GURNEY,

Our schools are graduall
difficulties. Better houses
ern improvements,

Since using state questions we have had greater uniformity of ex-

y emerging from the effects of pioneer
are being built and furnished with the mod-
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aminations. And the tendency is to raise the qualification and stand-
ing of our teachers. ) :

A great difficulty exists in getting correct reports from our townshfp
treasurers. They seldom correspond with last year's reports, and in
geveral townships we have had embezzlements that cause a great
change in present reports. We think the township system should be
changed so that our county treasurer shall disburse all mho.ol money,
thereby saving several hundred dollars in each county, and with greater
safety and equal conveni to our teachers,

PAGE COUNTY.

E. MILLER.

Althongh the public school system of Towa is, in the main, good,
‘might be a very great improvement.
ye’tl‘;‘?;::::«)gvement bez suggested is that the office of district trai:
urer should be abolished, and all Ol'def’l of a board of directors P:h
directly by the county treasurer. This change wo.nld inlonue e
work of the county treasurer, but it can be done by him for less x}:tlmey;
than it can be done by the numerous district tre.umn. It wi .nod
work a hardship to teachers and others whose services may be m:lnu; :
by the said school boards. Let us sce how the teacher or con :fo,
obtains his pay. He must first procure an on‘ier,—be then stas &
the residence of the treasurer, which may be in the remotest p:-:lon
the district,—he finds that the treasurer is not at ho:?e,—h; n;y P
Missouri, or some other state,—he learns 'when he will proba h: e
home,—he goes back at the appointed time,—the treasurer g
away, and has not drawn the money ﬁ'Olfl L!m county m.'“r{x:o o,o ou
has, matters are no better,—his money is in the bfnk in Ryt
seat, or perhaps in some other county, s the wnt:r w:h - ;
drew his pay on one occasion at the o?nnty Mou‘lno oonntyh iy
for, if the treasurer does not deposit in a bank, the mouney
“The ts by the district
imperfect methods of keeping the t by 5
tl‘e'll‘r:re‘: l:n most cases, is another objection against the district treas-
14
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ury system. These district treasurers are usually responsible, honest
farmers, but they cannot take the time to keep the accounts as they
should be kept. And another objection is the frequent change in the
district treasurers. Other objections might be urged, but the neces.
sity of the change will suggest itself to any one who has been em-
ployed by a school board, and has drawn his pay, or to any county
superintendent who bas attempted to make an abstract of treasurers’
reports in due time,

PLYMOUTH COUNTY.
: F. B. SIBLEY.

There are three treasurers’ reports that I could not get, although I
have used every available means except to go and overhaul the whole
township business. The reports, many times, had to go back for cor-
rection, which prevented me from getting mine made out in time.

POCAHONTAS COUNTY.

J. F. CLARKE.

T have the pleasure to state that our schools are making better pro-
gress than formerly. The old mode of instruction is giving way to a
more systematic and thorough method of teaching ; for this we are
greatly indebted to our normal institute system.

I believe a teachers’ normal training school should be held at least
for four months in each year, accessible to four or more counties each,
throughout the state. The teachers in western Towa, as a generality,
are unable to avail themselves of our state normal, whereas, if a school

were established at home it would be gladly welcomed and largely
attended,

* . * * * * -

1877.) REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS, 107

POLK COUNTY.

R. 8. HUGHES,

Tnasmuch as school officers are very tardy in making reports to the
county superintendent, it is impossible for him to make his re.port. at
the time required by law. I would recommend additional \egm}nh?n
on this point; and inasmuch as the law makes no provision fo.r district
treasurers to deposit the funds belonging to them, thus hold'mg l.he}n
liable for loss, having, in most cases, no safe, making it difficult in
many cases to secure the services of competent men, I would recom-
mend that the school-funds remain in the hands of the county treas-
urer, until paid out on the order of each school-board. ;

I would also recommend compulsory education, for the following
reasons : 1st. Notwithstanding the ample provision made for the
education of the youth, nearly three-fourths in our (founty of those
eligible, fail to attend school. 2d. If we have the right to ux cap-
ital for the education of the children of our state, we have the right :;;
compel those children, when in health, to enjoy l?xe benefits of su
tax. Our schools would cost little if any more if all the Ohildw]:
would attend. If parents are too poor to farnish books, .the nt'aw con!
furnish them at less expense than it can support said children as

paupers.

POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY.

F. C. CHILDS.

Most of the schools in this county are in a prosperous condition.
They are, I believe, improving from year to year. We have mo; ﬁ
teachers than ever before, I have raised the standard of qual
somewhat over that of last year, and the school boards of many town-

ships have aided me by grading the compensation of teachers accord-
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ing to the grade of certificate. 'This is a good plan, as it furnishes
the teacher an incentive to improvement.

About fifty school-houses have been built during the last two years,
There are now one hundred and sixty houses in the county, the most
of them comfortable, and many of them neat and commodious build.
ings.

Our normal institute was a Tt was Ily well attended,
the enrollment being one hundred and sixty; fifty-six more than that
of last year. The good effect of these institutes is seen in nearly every
school in the county.

The amounts “on hand” of Neola township (teachers’ fund) do
not agree. This is owing to a mistake of the treasurer of that town-
ship in making his report of last year. This is correct.

POWESHIEK COUNTY.

W. R. AKERS.

1 cannot say whether this report shows a true statement of the funds
in all the districts or not. In quite a number of cases you will ob-
serve that the amounts in the first column of this report which corres-
pond to the amount on hand last year do not agree. I have referred
the matter to the different treasurers, and they all say the report this
year is correct, and that the mistakes occurred in the report of 1876,
some of them stating that in last year’s report they reported to me the
amount on hand at the time of the settlements with the boards in
March; and others do not know from what data they made the report
of 1876. 'l‘hobook‘liu many districts, and especially in the independ
ent sub-districts, are so loosely kept that they cannot render an intelli-
gent account of their funds.

Some of them are determined to throw all three fands together, and
keep no separate account of *school-house, contingent, and teachers’
fund.

I sent out my blanks before the 15th of September, and many were
not returned until the 1st of October, and quite a number until T had
gone for them, In some cases the smounts reported as received from

s
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the semi-annual apportionment is in excess of amount received from
district tax. This I think erroneous, but the reports came in so late
that it was impossible to have them corrected.

In some of the city districtsthey persist in borrowing from one fund
to the other, rendering it impossible for me to make a true statement
of the condition of the funds in the blanks furnished me on which to
make my report. I have referred these back to the treasurers for cor-
rection, but they refuse to alter them, stating that their boards author-
ized the change and that they can make no alterations without con-
fusion in their books.

*

L4
* * * * *

RINGGOLD COUNTY.

W. J. WORK.
- * - - - - -

During the past two years I have had many obstacles to cmftend
with, and I hope my labor has not been in vain. I know there is an
increasing interest among our teachers, as our normal institute gave
ample evidence.

There is considerable growling at the ® hard questions from the
state superintendent,” but time will prove their benefit, when our
teachers better prepare themselves for their work. I hope that the
experience of the past two years will be of great benefit to me through
the coming term, and return thavks for past favors and advice.
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SAC COUNTY.

J DOBSON.

1 have had considerable difficulty in getting my reports complete
this year. 1 think it would be a good piece of legislation to pass an
act empowering county superintendents to proceed against a treasurer
or secretary who failed to make a complete report within the time re-'
quired by law, and collect a fine from him, the fine to be fixed by law.
The schools of the county are doing very well. The houses are
mostly new or nearly so, tolerably well farnished and quite comfort-
able. The teachers generally are taking a deep interest in their work,
and are giving almost universal satisfacti

SCOTT COUNTY.

C. H. CLEMMER,

The reports of the different secretaries make a fuir showing for the
schools of this county. i

During the past year, six school-houses have been built. They are
distributed a8 follows: two in Allens’ Grove township, one in St
Claire township, one in Sheriden township, one in Blue Grass town-'
ship, and one in Davenport township. In addition to the above im-
prov ts, several school-h have been refurnished, and many
others supplied with maps, globes, &ec.; Walcott has established a
graded school; Davenport has made additions to two of her school
buildings, and expended several th d dollars in grading the high
school lot.

While the increase in the total number of persons of school age is
oune hundred and thirty-three, the increase in the total enrollment is
four hundred and eighty-one, and in the average attendance three
hundred and forty-four.

— e
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The school boards throughout the county are gradually adopting
the plan of visiting in a body and examining, twice a year, the differ-
ent schools under their charge. Those who have tried it are pleased
with the results.

An attempt was made to reduce teachers’ wages, but it failed with
few exceptions. There seems to be a determination on the part of
school patrons to improve the standard of their schools, This spirit
has brought about many good results, but most notably, the increased
permanency of a good teacher’s situation in the ungraded schools.
We have many who are now teaching for the second, third, fourth and
even fifth consecutive year, in their respective schools.  Our normal
institute for 1877, was the largest ever held in this county, and in earn-

t and enth on the part of teachers, all that could be

asked for.

SHELBY COUNTY.

A. N. BUCEMAN,

Under the pressure of hard times, the salaries of teachers have been
veduced in a majority of districts. This measure has been attended
with bad effects; many of our best teachers having cither gone out of
the county, or out of the profession entirely, It is to be hoped that onr
school boards will, some day, learn that a cheap teacher generally costs
them more, taking into t t of benefit received from each,
than would a teacher at fair pay. It is a fact that a poor teacher is not
cheap at any price, when the child has only one hundred and forty-
three days of school term in the year, and in most cases is in actual
attendance not more than one-half or two thirds of that time. Ttisa
serious matter if his time is wasted by an i petent her. What-
ever may have been the defects of the independent district system, it
generally gave us better teachers than we get under the dhtrfot_.’ town+
ship system, in which, under the plea of Y, teachers’ are
kept at a point that will not command the best talent. :

On the other hand, however, we find some encourngement in the fact
that the average daily attendance, as d with whole number of
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persons between the ages of five and twenty-one, is five per cent. better
than it was last year.  Also, that the average proficiency of our lower
grades of teachers is much better than it has been heretofore, I credit
this latter result partly to the use of the examination questions sent out
by the state superintendent.

Sixteen new school houses have been erected or contracted for during
the year.  Most of the distriots are settling down to the plan of sub-
districts of four sections each. Experience shows that where the sub-
districts are large, the smaller children living near the boundaries
of the sub-district are substantially deprived of school privileges during
the winter.

Our last normal institute, just closed, was attended by about two-
thirds of our teach Unfortunately the ab ones were those who
most need the instruction and training that the institute was designed to
give, I submit that a law compelling the attendance of all bolding cer-
tificates of grades lower than first is desirable.

The school-houses are, in most cases, well seated. A few, however,
oling to the old style of wooden forms; and one district in particular,
has introduced a style of seat that seems to have been invented with a
particular view to the discomfort of pupils.

STORY COUNTY,

C. H. BALLIET.

In submitting this my annual report on the educational statistics of
my county, I beg leave to remark on the subject of school laws, that T
find it very difficalt to get the reports of secretaries and treasurers.
Many of these officers are wholly i petent; for instance, one secre-
tary sent in his report and the only thing he had done correctly was to
sign his name certifying his report to be correct. Ten tressurers’
reports were 1eceived in one day and I returned geven of them for cor-
rection, The law in my opinion should require these paid school
officers to meet the county superintendent at his office between Sep-
tember 16 and 20, of each year, and then and there make report.

The law should be amended so as to permit district townships, desir-
ing 80 to do, to work under the independent system.,
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The people of Story county are reasonably awakened in school mat-
ters. Several new and substantial school-houses have been constructed
during the past two years. Tax payers are annually raising the oner-
ous tax of about 871,000, for all purposes pertaining to our schools,
and that without a murmur, but saying give us better schools.

We have annually held teachers’ normals. These training schools
have been well attended and with deep interest. All feel that the act
of the legislature, providing for them was a move in the right diree-
tion. In examining teachers as in other matters I have in every respect
tried to conform with the suggestions made by the state superintendent.
I issue three grades of certificates and have printed respectively over
them and in prominent characters “First Grade, “Second Grade,”
and “ Third Grade.” I find that “Third Grade” is more startling to
the teacher than low marking on the inclined plane system. Boards of
directors like it better. It is easy to be understood. Many school
boards regulate teachers’ wages in accordance with the certificate the
teacher holds.

TAYLOR COUNTY.

J. B, OWENS.

There has been an acknowledged advancement in the grade of school
work during the year, owing in part to the assistance given teachers
by the normal institute.

A new brick building of three stories is in process of completion in
the independent district of Bedford, which is to be furnished after the
most approved style. The cost of the building is to be about eighteen
thousand dollars,

UNION COUNTY.
MISS J. E. LESTER, #

My report is necessarily late on account of the newly organized in-
dependent districts, T have endeavored to make my report as accurate
15
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as possible, which is very difficult on account of the many imperfect
ones from district secretaries and treasurers.

Our schools are in a prosperous condition. It has been my aim to
improve the schools by furnishing better teachers, and in order to do
this I have made my examinations more rigid than last year, and insist-
ed that every teacher should attend the normal institute. I am happy
to say that great good has resulted from this. I can see marked im-
provement in the schools over those of last year. There is an in-
creased interest on the part of both patrons and teachers in the cause
of education.

The institute was a success; indeed, I think it but just to say it was
the best ever held in the county.

VAN BUREN COUNTY.

4. W. ROWLEY.

For the past two years the crops of this county have been very poor,
in part of the county almost an entire failure, In consequence of this
many improvements in school-buildings have been withheld, and teach-
ors’ wages have been reduced. Four school-houses have been built
since my last report, all of which are well constructed and large
enough to accommodate the future wants of the districts,

We hope the legislature the coming session will give the county su-
perintendent power to call meetings of the boards of directors for any
needed consultation. In this way the superintendent could do work
that he could do in no other way, and secure uniformity in school man-
agement.

()ur normal schools, we think, have been the means of creating an

& our teachers that has never been manifested before,
Our people approve of them, and as our teachers are unitedly in
favor of them, their ful is ifested by the increased effi-
ciency of our teachers in their work.
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WAPELLU COUNTY.

C. WoOoD.
* * = » - - - *

A word in relation to teachers’ certificates : The superintendent of
public instruction, very properly it seems to me, issues three grades.
Under existing circumstances, I opine there is a necessity for the issu-
ance of these three grades, although the voice of a majority of the
best teachers is seldom heard in vindication of any other than first
class certificates. Normal institutes would vote them down as often
as they met. But our schools do not belong to the teachers;
they emanate from the people who cheerfully pay heavy taxes to sup-
port them. It is true in the abstract, that every teacher should pos-
sess the erudition that would entitle him to a first class certificate, and
that his wages should be commensurate with his abilities to teach and
govern. But in many districts the people are so poor, they can scarcely
sustain a six months’ school at the lowest wages, Hence the demand
for low priced teachers. Our normal institute language is as follows :
“If the alternative be a poor school or no school, I record my vote in
favor of no school.”

This is indeed plausible. The exact trath in the premises is, how-
ever, that the poor whom we always have with us, must do the best
they can and heed facts rather than fine theories.

Normal institutes in Wapello y are b ing popular with the
people and especially with the teachers. The most pleasant, profit-
able, and successful normal ever held in our county commenced in
Ottumwa on the sixth and ended on the thirty-first of August,

WINNEBAGO COUNTY.

W. A, CHAPMAN,

The schools of this county are wudxly improving, both as to num-
bers and efficiency. The teachers are ing convinced of the
necessity of making some special preparation for the work in which
they are engaged. I find the normal institute to be one of the most
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efficient means for the elevation of the standard of education among
our common school teachers. The institutes held in this county have
been a decided success. I bave taken pains to employ only such con-
ductors and teachers as were fully up to the requirements of the times,
The institute programme coming to hand early, gave our teachers a
better chance to prepare for the work of the normal and most of them
did make some use of it. Something ought to be done to secure a
better attend. at our schools. I have made it a point to visit each
school, and advise, counsel and encourage the teachers as occasion
might indicate. I have endeavored to make this report as nearly cor-
rect as my data would allow.

WINNESHIEK COUNTY.

N. KESSEY,

During the year of hard times, our schools have not suffered as much
as [ anticipated. Wages have been fair, and teachers have been fally
equal to former ones in efficiency and earnestness. The habit of al-
lowing each sub-district 8o much money, and giving the sub-director
the privilege of having as much school as he can possibly get for that
money, still prevails in a few of our district townships, and is the
source of considerable trouble. I hope, however, that it will soon be
remedied, and & uniform length of time taught in all the schools in
each distriet township.

The unlimited mizture of text-books is, perhaps, one of the greatest
defects with which we have to contend at present, and has engaged
my attention as much as any other one thing for the past two years.
At their September meeting, four townships passed resolutions to adopt
a uniform set of text-books, and it is hoped, more will follow in short
time. Our normal institutes have been a decided success both in at-
tendance—as report will show—and efticiency.

For our teachers’ sake, I hope that our next legislature will so modify
the law, that when a thorough inationis once y d satisf: ily,
certain classes of certificates can be granted for a certain number of
years,
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WORTH COUNTY.

G. H., WHITCOMB.

Elder Harkins has said “figgers won't lie,” but that must have bevn
before the time of secretaries’ and treasurers’ reports. Had he lived in
the time when secretaries reported, a certain number of scholars en-
rolled and an average daily attendance of three times that number, I
think his faith in the weight and dignity of “figgers,” would be con-
siderably lessened. Much of the trouble with treasurers’ reports arises
from transferring from one fund to another, regardless of law.

At the time of my last report we had forty-nine schools in our county.
We now have fifty-six, an increase of seven. With the increase of
school districts, we also have an added interest in our educational
matters; our last normal institute having been attended by nearly twice
the number of any previous one. This interest however does not reach
the masses as we wish to see it.  Our average daily attendance being
about one-half the number enrolled, shows that the parents do not ap-
preciate the advantages of an education,

In the four years I have had the supervision of the schools of our
county, I have tried to gradually raise the standard of qualification of
teachers, and have dedina e. Theq as furnished
by the state department of education have acted as a stimulus, and
greatly aided me in bringing the standard up; the teachers study
them fully, realizing that no one can expect to teach who is not a con-
stant learner, keeping pace with the times.
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LIST OF STATE CERTIFICATES
GRANTED UNDER THE FORMER LAW.

Fi inquiries of this d t, whether certain parties hold state
oerﬁﬂcalol, have led me to pubmh the following list of all who are known to
hold such certificates.

In the foliowing list the graduates of the normal department of the state
university are indicated by the year in which they graduated. Those whose
certificates were issued on certificates from other states, are shown by the
name of the state from which they received their diplomas. Those not
marked passed a satisfactory examination before the board of examiners, the
academic faculty of the state university.

The maiden names of married Jadies who received their diplomas before

Hade. e d inp S
As hr a8 known, the ruidenm are given,

C. W. vox COELLN,

Dis Momszs, May 10th, 1877, Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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£ Il 4] 7
Grundye o] 100] (147| 17 (B 540000 1/ 1| &0
Guthrie.... aeoess sssessan 180 160|...... 2 870000 1| 8| 65

u,:llkn. weasih srssssnne g gg ; g &m 2 3 47
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ABSTRACT [D]—CoxtiNusn.
VISITATION OF SCHOOLS, APPEALS, ETC., 1876.

| COMPENSA-
VISITATION OF AP~ g
| TION OF |PRIVATESCH'LS.
SCHOOLS. PRALS.| O orr.
0 CFS A R
COUNTY. [?d 3"’- iﬁ 33 ‘9828 | & 3
le2 | BxlEE[Py |=2o“a| g [BF| 28
S3f(2egd Bdigd( 1 1 G
§25| 28[35 348 §9+8s) 2 3¢ 2
2 160 4 2/% 5350, 8| 5 160
42 ... 1 77800, 4| 86|.......
160, 2 Bleoestusimeers 1 1 40
240, 3 2 1033000 8| 5| 116
180  5f..cccon. 486971 1| 4| 226
1 74100, 1| 4 80
74000, 2| 81| 736
444 1 71 270
57000 2| 2| T
69.00]......
882,00 sesaerse
69600 4 14| 246
57600, 2/ 1| 40
105000, 4| 7| 185
45000, 1| 1 34
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=
< 80
760000 3| 9 268
127,00 o

wonnes) venervens
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70 435.00] s vuaae | evsess |tsitsns
84 525,14 ]
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111 908.00| 4

90 630.00
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90 $15.75,
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ABSTRACOT [E]

TEACHRRS

1k

TEACHERS IN AT-

|__ TeNDANCE.
=
COUNTY. WHERE HELD. Zi ' E
5 3' s | 4 3
Skl &
Sl 2 | :§ &
Greenfield 4 18] 52 70
Corning 4 58| 85
Waukon ...... 2 12 58| 70
Centerville ... 4 38 62 100
Exira 3 13 23" 86
Vinton ...... 4 57| 168| 225
Waterluo ... t} 61 208 289
B b H|sssasssse]vocasonce] B
Waverly. oc.conearens 2 8§ 54
. |Independence b 9 126| 135
..||Storm Lake,.. 2 11 50| 61
Bhell Rock.... 3 20/  84) 104
.|| Manson .... 2 21 30| 51
ue| [Carroll City,........ 2 31 42 78
15(Cass ocooeiee Atlantic 3 7 51| 68
1 o fhosansss IO, opuvsis wimed 3 12 78| 90
17|Cerro ordo............| | Mason City........... 4 23 88| 111
18[Cherokee.....c.es conee|[Cherokee... .ouev.es 2 23 56 79
19/Chick No Institute ... ....
20/Clarke ...... 2i 15 80| 65
21(Clay. 3 21 48| 69
22/Clayton....... 81| 108) 55| 158
23/Clinton... Ml veiiinefsesiisans 10008
24|Cry 3 .| 80
g &Ivl'u... : e 98
..
!’; g::m e o
WATD ... 4 40| 120) 160
30| Dickinson........ 23| 84
81/ Dubnque.... 27| 147|174
Emmet...... 4 21| 85
33 e.. 19 118 182
svsansias srmemsessas | |OhBTIOS P TR
36, n H 6| 88| 44
36/F; 25 50| 76
R7|Greene. . vurserscsins| 38 94 130
ssema.. Respanss 54| 97! 141
80 Guthrie. ... serannn. | |G .25 61 8
40 Hamiiton.. ..coeevsn. vienuane|siassases| 'S8
A1 HABCOCK _.vovnesernsinns 7 271 %4
ﬂn_ﬂnd.!n........... Sy boery 42, 71| 113
43 41 68 109
S8 HODTY. .cscnensirsronerinsst 25 118 148
A5 HoWBTd..cireineconsranne 48] 118 164
48 Humboldt.. 17 22 39
47|1da, : 8 9| 17
[JOWB.weiuiisisins wrsrnrar 80 97| 136
g‘.»u&ﬂn rremsnenssctaanan 55| 50 105
asper 45 142 187

REPORTS FOR 1876.
NORMAL INSTITUTES.

REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

19

:
:

EXPENDITURES.

last report.
Registration

fees.

State appro-
Connty ap-

Un'xpended|

i lon band at
Examinati'n

“

12| propriation.

1

ERRBECommousww=

300.00)
478.00
239.50
328.25
316,97

2282 sgssssgi 2BELTLEEBETTT LT TLL Z printion.

£2E28332888

329,00

366.25) "
194,00

101.40

414.05
160,00
289.05
301,76
270.00
240,00
220.00
270.00
206.20

a1
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ABSTRACT [E]—Co! g
[E]—Cowrisveo. REPORTS FOR 1876.
TEACHERS'
NORMAL INSTITUTES.
| TIME. TRACHERS IN AT-
| » TENDANCE,
g - | RECEIPTS.
COUNTY. WHERE HEI D, EJ‘ 8 2 = =
- Bs (23]l ¢ | 3 HERER S
ES (5|l 5 | B | 3 E% 2 | E |5
8 llalsf|& i B3| 2§ |ef
4 87| 77| 114 = e | ¥ 35
3 20 111 181 =] £ |=
[ Ve R $ 47008 06 1148 50|...
5 4126 200 a5 207 181| B0)..
4 24 48 72 100.00 +coverens 105, 60|
3 G 5250 210 190| B0
2 81 129 180 1395 101| 72| 50
2l 16 85| 71 239.50, 100 50
8| 10 50 60 00 351 158 50
3| By e 11005, 56 68 50
4!l 22 T 100) 122 50, 39| 58| 50
4| B o= g o il B
. - 20| 49 10|
Marshalitown ...... A B 81 154/ 285 219.76 172| 175 50
Glenwood........ ... |Ang. 7| 8 21 91 118 100, 180) 49| 50..
Aug.21l.....|| 30 77 107 5100, 284| 235 50|
ODAWE we.vonrercrrranes Auvg. 9| 2| 23 42| @5 580 219 112 50
Albia Ang' ¥ Wl st 102 10002 107 107| 50,
3!l 18| 56| 74 10530, 12| 65 5O
i B g o .
1 b [ .| 143 120| 50|
4 4000 41 57| 50
2| 19.28) 45 18| 50
3 13290{ 283/ 151 50
g 1 2. 41| 49| 50
Des Moines ......... 3 3| 66 59| 50
Council Bluffs......||Aug. 31 4 66 34 50
Brooklyn ............||Avg. 14| 4 156; 1561| 50
Mt. Ayr July 31 4 287| 101! 50]
?)‘acvs‘n'gon ?ulz% 2 ) e
Ry ul i
Harlan rind g4 3 &= 95 50
2 9 16 25 270( 111| 50l
2l e 70 o7 108 &0
| s L 1 001 7000184
4 371 "50| 87 250 50 246,14 85
3| 22! 0| e 350| 167| 50 608.00| 130.71/86
3| 87| 85|19 173| 87| *0 194,15 258.41(87
3 58 36 50 265.50( 14.45|88
3 100{ 122 50| 545.70| 222.10/80
3 166 41 50 257.00 c0surerere| 90
3 172 185 50 .00, 182.25/61
bt 272|100/ 50 00| 80,00
,,,,,, 152] 95| 50 215.25| 106.7598
Pl 149 58| 50 315
b 271 21| 50 9000 38.20
bt J 161| 139| 50.. 351.80| 22.10/96
3 102 61 50 228, 232
. l ) 32 34 50|... 117.00 42.00/98
L TR e | B 205 40| 60| 50| 195.00] 41.00,99
13695 0008'4800|  581(34089.93|125461.61 wss.m.moui‘mm

~eOverdrawn. {No Institute, 3 Various sources. §No financial report,
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ABSTRACT [E]—Cosrixuep.
TEACHERS,

COUNTY. CONDUCTOR, l ASSISTANT INSTRUCTORS,
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3. W. Cullison....|T. C. C: 1
udubon.

BOuLOD. ecrmee v |C. W. VOB Coulln 3. 3 Abbol.tw
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Black Hawk ... 0, W. von Coolln| M. F.tl‘\;,ay. J. K.Sweaney,

7

B Boone.... i [T, Al Cutler. (:A 'l'gcker. Il.ln Ii‘. R. Wylle, ¥,
B Bremer. .. Grant., .

P Bmhnm gy gl !ﬁ. Parker,

Miss M. E. -
- W. H. Bobenmn. A. Hardy, R. G, Yonng.
D, Adams ... un.w(: 8, Robinson, 1. c. rlan, .l Duvll. G. W.
12{Batler..... ... . |A. W, Staart.......

18] N. B H.Yuu
N, E, G ““(1’& Aa- ms. ak. n:
- 0.8 Houghton...| M. Lu :
°r°|' llmay.k.G Young.
E. 1 Walke
O.A.Bl-nt. O.P.Mer R. L. Roble........
Emd.........‘w. B. 0.C. Beott..

0. P, Rﬁ”‘ 8. N. thby, P. W. m.uu. W.
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w. von(!o‘lll ﬂ.ﬂlbln d %l
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AL Dilley T MLUEL Phelps, Mis
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oo R iy g R SRS —
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DSON .ot rer| Au \w. ik ke, He B Mo A d.
e }.. ‘H&n %‘E‘. Shophard ..... :
3. Il*‘ad ’u. Brown, M.

e ; % v{heowT&", ER s'i"uw”"‘" er, 3. W. Kikars, W.
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ABSTRACT [E)—CosTixvep,

TEACHERS.

l CONDUCTOR. | ASSISTANT INSTRUCTORS.
Tou 7. A. Kenedy .. R. B, Huff, W, F. Da [ ==
L g e ey g.:r wli-nu: n.l{ M r:g. A, BUEWATT . ceoecrereieee sosaosnas

O, A, Uheney .../ J. M, Webb, T. C, GrefMt. oo imotoanes sl bRt

o H. W, Hardy - (T, H. : Smish, B i Yollor, i/ 8. MeGuughan, 6. H.
R Fldridge... A, élnll. 1. E;p” i o
EUNS ..o aso) Cory, X oA iy
Miss A. Gifford...|L. c;ms.m“ 3. B. Jennings, W. W. Spoar, M. M. Gii-

J. . GI
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Wi 2| N, KenseY...... ... [J. Breckenridge,
7| Woodbury ... |A. R. Wright. .. [J.
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ndre AL F, Abbott, B. I Wil-
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Hollingworth, i.
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8 Worth.., ......... M. F. Varney ...

90'Wright.... ... | E. BAKEF .ucocer | MYR. I B B-""




24 REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

ABSTRACT [E]—Coxrinugn.
NORMAL INSTITUTES.

J. A. Adams, Mr. Axline, J. Allender, W. R. Akers, J. Anderson, Arm-

strong.
8. Beach, J. Breckenridge, H. Brown, Miss C. A. Bassett, H. W. Bennett,
W. H. Brock W. 8. Benhan, W. F. Barclay, Mr. Bernard, Dr. Barns, E.

Baker, F. M. Bremer, A. Bush, C. W. Bigger, R. A. Bradley, J. C. Buchanan,
A. Barns, J, Baldwin, 8. J, Buck, A, 8. Benedict.

T. Carkhill, E. P. Cadwell, D. H. Coulter, 0. 8. Cook, 8. Calvin, J. E. Co-
henour, G. H. Carpenter, Mrs, 8. M. Child, O. A. Cheney, 8. J, Cornell, C. C.
Cary, J. F. Clark, W, E. Crosby, J. G. Craven, Mr, Clammer, ;. W. Cullison.

A. J. Dickinson, 8. Dewell, W. L. Davis, C. Davis, L. A. Dunn, D. R.
Dungan,

Mr. Eberhard, J, F. Eccleston, E. C. Ebersole, C. Ellison, Dr. Emmert.

L. A. Favour, H. H, Freer, W. P. Fox, R, Foster, T. E. Fleming.

8. D. Gaylord. (. A. Graves, R, George, J. C. Gilchrist, W. Glenney, N. E,
Goldthwait,

E. 8. Hill, F. Hamphrey, F. Hurd, R. R. Hudson, W. H. Hoisington, Mr_
and Mrs, J. B. Hatch, 8. C. Hyde, 8. 8. Hamill, F. Harris, R. F. Humiston, A.
E. Haynes, 8. 8. Hunting, Z. T. Hawk, D, Heagle, Mr, Huston, W. C. Hobbs,
J. M. Hull, Dr, Hewitt.

C. F. Janes, J. B. Jennings, J. M. Jenkins, F. L. Jarvis.

8. A. Knapp, H. King, W. W./King, J. A. Kennedy, C. D, Knott, 8. Knyper,
J. Kolwood, Dr. Keeler, 8, Kimberlin.

J. Laughran. R. Leslie, N. R. Leonard, D. Laspenasse.

J.F. Meyers, T. H. McBride, J. C. McGee, L.S. Mcloy, Mr. Calla, J. M.
McCenahan, Mrs. McGonegal, Mr. McDonald, A. B. Markle, J. C. Morley.

J. North.

E. L. Ounsly, L. A, Ostrander.

M. E. Phelps, L. F. Parker, T. 8. Parvin, Mr. Pinkham, A. W. Perkins, W,
Palmer, W. P. Pattison, F. R. Porter, Mr. Piper,

Dr. Reynolds, G. R. Ransom, C. P. Rogers, C. M. Ramsdell, T. C. Ranson.

J. C. Btevens, Dr.Stephenson, H. Sabin, W. J. Shoup, J. C. Strong, J.T.
Smith, Mr. Sparr, J. H. Shumaker, Mr. 8hermerhorn, J. J. Smith, J. Scott,
Mrs, M. Skiff, 8. G. Snelling, Mrs. Swain, J. Sands.

J.F, Thompson, Miss K. N. Tapper, T. 8. Thickston.

J. R. Upton. ’

F. W, Vinson, C. W. von Coelln, W. L. Vestal, M. F. Varney, C. Varney.

8. W. Watters, T. M. Williaws, L. T. Weld, G. Worcester, J. B, Weaver, A. S,
Welch, W. H. Wynan, J. W, Woody, C. W. Wiley, Mr. Wilson, A. G. Wilson,
J. A, Wilson, J. A, Woods, W. P. Wilson, C. Wood, C. E, White, H. B. Woods-

worth.

H. Young, A Yetter.
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STATEMENT

O] the Amount of Interest on the Permanent School Fund Appertioned durirg the
Years 1876 and 1877.

|
|
-8
|
‘
|

| " gy { ‘_.E = S
| 3% |f7i | £ 492 0ek |4
couxr, | 324 g8 | 2 |34 ’:25 .| SE..
£ 2EEZE| 85% | 83F |2RE%| 252
| 524 |5 *0] 8°5 | §AR [gR8S] 8
04 § 82455 §1 618.62§ 850.00 § 850,
J 63 1,573.57 883,50 *83.50
Allamakee........ 073, .25 4,226.70 2074.25 2,074.25
Appanoose » 1,877.20 820,60 1,797.25] 1,797.25
Aundubon...... 277.16 T 56498 "8700 287.00
3 2,323.88] 4,7837.14| 2,2590.25, 2,259.25
2,224 82/ 9| 4,585.21) 2,124.25° 2,124.2
BOODB icrivsis sesnssivsos 1,670.76 3,405,758/ 1,7(".75 1,701.75] 3,
Bremer......... 266749 1,280.00 1,280.00 1
Buchnu'n o | 177658 3,621.49| 1,870.75) 1,870.75| 3,741.50
Buena D 1 s BA1 606.42 89650, 596,50 793.00
utler. 1,178.42 96 1,‘.708.50‘ 1,208 50| 2417 00
CalBOuR uisesies sannresrso-|  581:04 675.22) 37275 sg.gg 745,50

K
2,152.33 1,146,00( 1,146.00| 229200
3,87 1,779.25 !,;%ﬁ 8,668,504

77880 480.25| 480.25| 97850
2468.74| 1,201.00] 1,201.00( 2,582.00

2,195.20] 101625 UHG.."& 2,032.50
0] 815.60| 31550 631,00

5,900.59| 2,885.75| 2.8¢5.75| 5,771.50
7.14337 8,375.50 “7’;;’88 751,00

,.
=3

T
2
1

Fremont
Greene

LT B— Y R e
HUmbOlt oo 37282 38664 o900 8o 50
Aiersenrsmsrecsissivmrmmnnsss|  B7.08] 6066 13674]  85.95 .
| L7708 l,x::g.g 23;{3 ;.mml
eerverns| 2:358.20 80710, 2/270.00| 227000
TOEDET v | 2AT404] 570,03 5,04507| 252575 %{é&w 5o

seenen

1877.] REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. o7
STATEMENT—CosTixugn.
0 B PR O T R SR
S35 B%E B [93C(%EE| R
couNTY, 72 Ss| 8, |8 |88 | BE..
N
< — - -0
.EE.A gizz IE-— E-—ﬂ lygi% \ Ea-—
Jefferson. - $1,708.72; 1,774.44] 348316 1 B
Johnson 2680.88| 275397/ 546488
Jones 78] 2,909.31|
Keoku 147,
Kossuth
Lee ...

A 14(!75
i‘l’:‘l’i‘ﬂm X 747.98 2 1,669 75,
Muhas! X 246250 2
Marion
Mnlrsnnll 4
Mills. X
Mitchell 1,145.75
Monona.... 67150
Monroe ... 1.35()."60
Montgomery 1,087.25
Musecatineg 1,961.25
O'Bni\;n fg;w
gsczo: 1,514 75
Pnlu Al . 317,
Plymouth .. 578 00
Pocahoutas . &mgg
Polk caveeeeee o
1,707.50
151.0
(L 3!:,3':.7.':
Feott 7 744N
Shelby m&.ﬂg
Siux 2 36321
Story . 141831 278400 1,458.25
Tayio Liiansal 133800 34 51| 1210 0
¥ 1,187.42 1 4 2
T 930.90  976.05 1,915.05| 1,028.50
372272 1,651.00
1.544.20] 2.211.00!
52/ 4015.28] 1,986.75/
4406005 208525
1.607.85| 3,150.15] 1,540.50
2,607.07| 1,816.50
440438 0350
4.948.61 3
59| 1,65201)  E£66.00
X 1,037.74)  516.00 516,00 Wm
Wright ... . 2l 04| TIB56| 34950 m_so1

RIS oo SISBITS, S1A1081| E221.50 $118,450.00 $138,450.00] £270.990.00
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ABSTRAQT [A]
REPORTS FUR 1877.

BCHOOL
STATISTICS.
! DISTRIOTS. [ SCHOOLE. ‘ TEACHERS. = ———1
— T & | —._.' e s |AY- MoNTHLY scoLARS, ACHOOL-ROTSIS. | ' =
g | | | 22 | Thowme [teowmxes L R e g |1 I
COUNTT. | 8 g | l .'f: ], — . Aﬂ-!::‘:liﬂ Zi & gs NUMBER. ! E %
- 5 g ¢ il= |
$i| &8 | &4 : £ 2, | B | 33 Valne, s %,
| i AR R ARk AFRE RN |3
g ol w8 L& K Ik s | B | E% |35 | E3E]| § [& | £
i B 10 2 66| 90  104]33.63 20.76 =i SR -E RN R E e R LR R P S
a 8 34 1| 675 71| 106/33.20128'82 2054 18181 2706 1607 $220 113...|_...|..|§ SISH§ 1088] 18] I
3 s 70 4f 721 87| 15732652257 1968, 1847| 2084 1356 1.81| 87| 1| 49025 60| o 2
i 3 2 5 621 98 11132082989 4200 40460 6172 3347 139 91| 5| 85008 2182|218
5 L 1| 689 28  5033.14/20.61 8731| 3358 0| 3332(  1.83) 115 3| 82595 1,568 210 4
8 Benton ... A0 99 5 7.83| 121| 243'3390(27.50 787 403 6M| 257 4. 99195 2998 16| 5
7|Black Hawk. ul 56 5 7.8 197/35.34(29.83 4021 4467 6990 4194 183 183| 3| 133051 1841] 194 6
8| Boone ... 16 12 Bl 6,66 104 142]3306.27.88 4380' 4183| 6172 4281 1.32 170,150/ 8,240 a1 7
9|Bremer.. 6 58 2( 738 149/30.64 2171 3453 3346 5229| 5234 149, 89,575 832 41| §
10{Buchanan w...| 9 61 5 751 86| 205/34.84/24.75 2e83 2a81| 4372| 2967 259 5Tt 2318 810
11|Buena Vista.....| 14| 7 o w76l 380 77/3258[27.97 3567 8434| 5572| 8347, 162 127,678 1,751  161(10
12|Butl ol 23] W8 7| 786 78] 174329072791 912! s 1876| 607 361
18{Calhoun 71| e 1| 660 87| 66l185/28.91 o74| 2336| 3824) 24000 109
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ABSTRACT [G]—REPORTS FOR 1877

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING, UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES,®

|

Syl o

: CE A

COUNTY. LOCATION. TTLE. PEESIDENT OR PRINCIPAL. g gl 23

Bl 82

z &

Johnson ........ . Towa State University ..]C. W, Slagle. .| 40| 555
Al Towa State Agricultural College A 8. Welch, LL. D, ‘ )| I
........ Towa State College for the Blind......., Rev. R. Carothers. ' 102
Pottumumie fowa State Institution for Deafand Dumb.... Rev B. Talbot, A. M. 12 188
Hardin ........ .|lowa State Reform School.. .......coo.-eenn +.|Rev. C. Johnson.. 8l 188
Lee Towa State Reform School for GulL .|L. D. Lewelling . 5 50
.| lowa State Soldiers’ Orphuns Home.. .{8. W. Pierce.. 8| 180
Towa State Normal School.. ..|J. C. Gilchrist . 7] 160
Towa State Asylnm for Feebla Minded (hxl' 0 W. Archibald, M. D. 3 85
o Bnrhn%wn University ... L E. W ortman, AN 4 91
Fayette ......... [FAYOLLO. oot corisanss Upper lowa Umversny “IRev. .1 W. Bissell, A, M . 10 225
Labor College............ Rev. *.M. Brooks, A. M. 11] 232
... lowa Wesleyan University. Rev. \\ J. Spaulding ... 8 140
..| Whittier College REIEE  covosiononne 2 45
Humboldt College.. S H. Taft, A. M 4 73
Jefferson ....... Fairfield ..............|Parson's College.. J. Armstrong.. 6 85
TAOTL 5 wsevannses | M VEITIOD vosserses Cornell College. . Rev W. F. ng, D.D. 18| 438
Linn Western Western f’n"nn Rev. E. B. Kephart, A. M 11| 200
Mahasku ...... O Oskaloosa College... <. T. Carpenter, A, M., 9 1M
.|Penn College............ 'W. B, Morgan.......... 7 145
Rev. L. A, Dunn, D. D, 11 218
Rev. W. Bridges, A. M. 1 03
Amity College, .IS. C. Marshail, A. M. J 3| 168
University of Des Moines .. Bev. J. A, nash, D. D, 4 85
Towa College... Rev. G. F. Magoun, 100 850
Davenport Griswold Colleg: Dr. Barris.. 4 50
Indianol Si Rev. A. Bu i 13 173
Dy h Luther College.... .| L. Larson . .. 8l 200

*If we had received answers to our Inquiries, we should have added other dnh'lb]o Information,

R R TIEE IS E———,

ABSTRACT [H]—REPORTS FOR 1877
ACADEMIES AND OTHER PRIVATE SCHOOLS.*

BgE B
52| 8«
COUNTY, LOUATION. TITLE. PRINCIPAL, -E‘S! ‘E'E.
8 §\ 82
- 1 L z “
Wankon Waukon Seminary. . i 1 40
Lansing Sisters’ 8chool ....... 5
nsing.. wees Mrs. Hou, hton's 8100l
Moult Moulton Normal School...

Centerville .|Centerville Academy.....

T, Tobin

\inton.. LT iford A
Irving nStitite. .o
Blai iR
Eclectic Institute....... .

Conservatory of Music.....
cedur Valley Institute....

.| Bradford A
elect School

'y

.1J. C. Craven..,

A, McEiwain,
JE. W. Barnham ..

| Miss A, Fields...

.lLudy Lreerenlm
JJ. 8. Glosker
. J. F. Grawe..

McLanne‘

.

{Mrs. C. L. Billiugs.

Graded School..e. wesere vure

|Hattie Coryell.

A
..|Sisters of Charity..

| Elkader....... b
Gnt:enbnrg ..‘bia(erﬂ of Charity.. | 2 12
. IMeG 4, 150
Clayton Ce 1 70
,yons 6 b3
Clinton. .|Lyons. 12, 215
(mnton.......... Lyons, e
Clinton.......... |Clinton 4 200
Clinton. ........ IDe Witt 2 30

17 we had received auswers to our enquirles, we should hnve wadded other dulnbu Information,
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ABSTRACT [H]—CoxtixveD. .

IR
COUNTY. LOCATION. TITLE. PRINCIPAL. 22| 24
|EE| BT
28| 22
ﬁmn.......... Olive Township... Blor'cgh ....................................... Hans H.
Davis . Bloomfield ... Sonthern Tows Normal and Scientific Tnst... Axiing..
Davis Tmy Troy Normal and Classical Institute
Del Hopki Lenox Collegme Institute.....cmeenne
Eu o E_ burg uM“bﬂ'l (thliclﬂohml
oines. li 7 s el 00! for both
Des Moines.....| Kossuth Kossuth Acad = <ol
g: ‘"‘n nes.....| Burlingt (Y;nn"a &lsool‘..
nes. 2 o ies’
Des Moines.....| Burlingt ee;.."?ﬁ...A i 2" "o7
Des Moines.....|Burlingts Emgehml Llon School.......‘... o o5
Des Moines. ling First G 1| 100
Des Moines. B- 1i st. John's Cunv t 4/ 2490
Des Moines, Burlmgton... wwsssens. St Panl's Setool., 6 170
St. ' ntrick’a Schoo 5 150
st. Juseph’u College 16 l§§
T Y
St. Ma nﬁrhmﬂ Siste: f Ch
St. Patrick’s School... F:lh;.r Rnyau,.;‘.l:..fy 12 gfg
demy of Vi [Nisters of Charity 5 [
L_eru, (GETIAN )ueeiisvasrasie sernnsrriminneas | Father Johannes 10, 615
< Dubnque... seseusee: | Private Primary Miss Edgerton. 1 24
I rivate B g School Miss Horr.... 1 20
Dyem;lle St. Francis John Dornis 1 80
] .| New Vlenu......... ~t. Boniface weenaees | Father Schulte.. 2 70
Dubuque C Church School Sisters of Charity. 3 50
.Duhuque Hyaxans T-ble Mound........ Chiurch 8ehool. i iessnaivisnisisnssssisnnens. Sisters of Charity.... 2 40
q weerensssenes (Chureh School Bisters of Charity......ueeeeens 1 50

.[St. Peters'........ F. Z. Ulriech 1 50
Epworth § H. Holm ... 4 85

. Chm'ch Bchool - Father McGOUMBN...ccveeveeecianriscessnnsin 1 40
Jefferson A y Rev. J. 8.1 ing, A. M 5 132
Grundy Center Acad |8.D. Gaylord :23

Guthrie Ounnty High &cllool.........., ............ [F. C. Wildes
Webster S0

N
Eldora Audemy
Female S Y
Howe’s Academy
'C College
Gemn Primary. ..o ressnsess

lrwno School i {Miss C.

.. Root’s Winter Sehool .. ...|L. R. Root, Jr..
" Catholic ‘-!chool ...... - «..|Father Nn]hvnn
ILynpville 8 ¥ W. W. Gregg ..

ISonth Side Academy J. M. Zane

. Hazel Dell A-ademy D. Thomas
- Pl t Plaine A y cesssesns| Prof. Dorland ...
Fairfield Acad; Mrs. D. Acheso
.. Private School aoivbrasse Mra. A, 8. Averill ...
~ High School R. M Fish
McClain's ACAdemY.. cesvresvresesrarsnsanssassenens W. MeClain 5
St. Joseph's Insti sl |Father E . -
Sl Agat s TOBTY wecsecesossoree |Sister Mary Agnes.. o 176
d IMrs. Springer .. 1 36
mm High Sehool kb eteisarassins H. Jefire ? = ..t......
..|Baden Select Sc_ool.. stlerﬂ o thrily 3
.|Friends' Select School.. Mary Ward . 1 40
German Lutheran Se ool l
Algona College ..., B. Mitchell 2| 200
D k Academy \H. K. Edson 8 250
Linn .veeeeen. Cedar Repid |Collegiate InStitute.....ocvmemnesssrirnscrins canane Rev. E, Condit ceiineemesserssssssssnssonsss - 4 100
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®
-3
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|5e| &%
COUNTY. LOCATION, TITLE. PRINCIPAL. 2= 2%
Ea|l E2
| =8| &
L i 5= 5
Louisa ..covenres Grand View......... '.Enuru Iows Normal S¢hool.rereiece oo [N R_Eldrid 4 277
Lucas |Chari ¥ 1, P. Simpson ... 30
v wssves |HOPEWELL conareenesen] Hopevell Amdemy S aviane .| —— Norris... Bk o Pl ettt wonms Vavssnicans
OOUR <veesonens [BeleCt Behool ... ..., = .| Mrs. 8. Rice. 25
Mahas! Ruee Hill - Select School N. Messer.... 20
Mari Knoxville ....c..e... | Knoxvilie Academy . «|A. W. McKee

IAIDION ....coseeecsennss | AlbiON Seminary ...
Le G 5 .|Le Grand (,hruuln Tnstitute,
..|Le Grand 1 J. R. Wlhate,

Standford Institite .....oovieenes ..|E. Tatum...
Private School Miss M. Bo
.|Cedar Valle; Seminary Rev. A. Busk
gﬁ‘l‘:;i‘: 1 .

te

Sisters' School.....
German Echool

J. anborn, g
.|t rof. Evans.

;.

SINIANFLNIHHAAS ZINNOD A0 STHO4HH

B olleg
hers' Normal 2
Des Moines ......... St. Ambrose’ School Sister Mary 6
Des Moines .. St. Mary’s &chool, (German)...... 3 102
Des Moines ......... Business Coll ege J. C. Jennmgs 3 158
Mitchellville ........| Mitchell Seminary......... RSB RS voiee B Chase, A, N 3 40
Py ie Council Blaffs...... St Franeis’ Boys’ 8chool —— MeEvoy.. 1 S0
P I tami Council Bluﬂ‘s..... Bt Francis’ Girls’School.. os Franciscan BSisters, «| 8 100
ncil Blufls... “'Sisben’ lscl:A B o [H. Ern Sttt 1] o0
Beott P 1
OO 415 armerass MV, G | 71 30 Z
aivaeanss -Dnvenport Plma lS&. Cun‘Enndun’ Mary Barbo.d | 4 95 &
: BREBNE Waessmcipminssospissas nisarnssoviionsd . SRIVEN o o4l % e

Busi Coll LRI I < 5 I.lllilmdgo.... | 20 &
%?;‘Bnnn..._ .| Birmingh ‘E?:ul J. W. Wolf oo iareress % 3
Van Buren .|Select School ... Miss Pucker... s L
Wapi dnkiy Convent of St. Jouph....... ...... 8
Wapello e < (‘ummerchl 00 188ucrrare oo
Wapello e |OF Female S %
P Pecks’ Normal ,........

.| Washington Acadel my
Convent of Our Lndy of Lonrden
.| German School .......

.| M.
..|J. Breckenridge ..... ..

8

—D o == SIS
Z

Busi College. 63
lyille {Catholie Schom PR iAI sa s bats et ansvaa avesae Rov F. Minota.... 80
Woodbury.. s 00X Oty cveerer oo German School ZETsuereen

SINHANTINIHFIAS AIND0D 40 SIH0dTH
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« ABSTRAOT [I]

REPORTS FOR 1877,

Text-Books wsed in the Publie Schools.

Orthography. - American, Analytical, Childs, DeWolf, Eclectic, Edwards,
Henderson, Halford, Henkle's Test Speller, McGuffey, National, Osborne, Os-
good, Banders, Sargent, 8herwood, Smith, Swinton, Town, Union, United
States, Warren, Watson, Webb, Webster, Worcester, Wright.

Reading—American, Analytical, American Fducational, Butler, Eclectie,
Edwards, Harvey, Hillard, Independent, McGuffey, Monroe, National, New

American, New Graded, Osgood. arker, Sanders, Sargent, Sheldon, Town,
Union; United States, % atson, Webh,

Writing.—American, Babbittonian, Bryant and Stratton, Eastman, Eclectic,

National, Payson Dunton and Scribner, Pierce, Pratt, Southworth, Spencerian,
Thompson.

Arithmetio.—Brooks, Davies, Dean, Eaton, Emerson, Felter, Fish, French,
Goft, Greenleaf, Hager, Olney, Ray, Robi ford, Stoddard, Th
‘Walton, White,

Geography.—Camp, Coles & Fitch, Colton, Cornell, Dewell, Eclectic, Excel-
sior, Guyot, Harper, McNally, Mills, Mitchell, Monteith, National, Normal:
Olney, Steinwehr & Bri s Swi , Warren, White.

English Grammar—Brown, Bullion, Burt, Clark. Covel, Greene, Hadley,
Harvey, Holbrook, Howe, Kerl, Mitchell, Pinneo, Quackenbos, 8ill, Smith,
Swinton, Wells, Welch.

Phywiology.—Anderson, Brown, Cutter, Dalton, Draper, Hitcheock, Hooker,
Hutchinson, Huxley, Jarvis, Loomis, Martindale, Peck, Steele, Quackenbos,
Wells, Youmans.

History of United States.—And , Barnes, B tt, Berard, Butler, Camp-
bell, Carver, Goodrich, HMarper, Lossing, Monteith, Quackenbos, Ridpath,
Scott, Seavey, Bwinton, Venable, Willard, Wilson.

Algebra.—Davies, Ficklin, Loomis, Olney, Ray, Robinson, Bchuyler.

Geometry~Davies, Evans, Loomis, Olney, Ray, Robinson.

Natural Philosophy.—Anderson, Cooley, Ganot, Gillette, Hooker, Jarvis, Nor-
ton, Parker, Peck, Quackenbos, Rolfe, Schuyler, Steele, Wells.

Botany.—Gray, Wells, Wood, Yeomans,

1877.) REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 69

Book-keeping.—Bryant & Stratton, Drew, Hanaford & Payson, Palmer.

German.—Ahn, Campbell, Comfort, Ollendorf, Schmidt, Schultze, Wood-
bury.

Latin.—Andrews & Stoddard, Arnold, Bullion, Crooks, Harkness, MeClintock,
Bartholomew.

Greek—Bullion, Hadley.

Rhetorie—Hart, Haven, Hayden, Hepburn, Kerl, Quackenbos.
Chemistry.—Cooley, Gillette, Rolfe, Steele, Yeomans.
Astronomy.—Kiddle, Lockyer, Ray, Steele.

Mental Philosophy.—Haven, Upham.

English Composition—Hart, Parker, Quakenbos, Swinton.
Drawing.—Bartholomew, Krusi, Smith.

Physical Geography.—Cornell, Mitcliell, Warren.
Geology.—Dana.

Natural History.—Tenney.

English Literature—~Cleveland, Shaw, Taine,
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ABSTRACT [J]

Tabulay Exhibit : Showing the Growth of the Public

Schaool System of Iowea from 1847 to 1877, inclusive.
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GENER:&L SUMMARY OF STATISTICS.

SECRETARIES' REPORTS.

SCHOOL DISTRICTS,
1875,

District townshiy 1,134
Sub-district 7,062
Independent districts 2,536
Whole ber of districts.. 3,670
SCHOOLS.
Ungraded 9,203
Graded , 47
Whole | 9,610
Average durati th 68

Males employed......... >
Females employed v
Whole L7 1 SRS 18,145
Average monthly compensation, males, $36.68
Average hiy p ion, femal $28.34
SCHOLARS.

Between the ages of five and twenty-

one yoears, males. 274,840
Between the ages of five and twenty-

one years, femal 258,722
Total b 533,571
Earolled in public school 484,012
Total age attend 225415

Percentage of enrollment on total enu-
i 72

Percentage of attendance upon enroll-
ment.

P ige of attend; upon
BUIOR eoocimnvin sinassvasoncsitn sessesessns

Average cost of tuition per month, per

wearanen

1876.
1,009
7,017
2,933
4,032

9,454
405
$,850
6.82

6,830
12,222
19,052
$37.27
$28.00

284,731

269,180
553,920

220315

72

41

1877
1,086
7,015
3,138
4,224

9,048
476
10424
727

7!3“5
12,518
19,866

$28.69

$1.62

1877.) GENERAL SUMMARY OF STATISTICS, '3
SCHOOL-HOUSES,
. 1875. 1876, 1877.
Frame 8,408 8,885 9,279
Brick 850 651 671
Stone ... 259 264 27
Log 121 108 59
Whole b 9,628 9,908 10,208
Value $8,617.956 $0,375833  $9,044,073
APPARATUS.
Value $110,501 $140,802 $159,216

DISTRICT LIBRARIES,
Number of VOlUMES .. suvemsesse serssrsesse 18,120 17,122 17,329

TREASURERS' REPORTS.

Sehool-House Fund.

RECEIPTS,

On hand at last report.....covenenen.. § 34636622  $414,041.28  $409,050.62
From district tax.... §26,610.14  932,61446 92355494
From other sources.... 280,846.34 " 81842108  343,675.96

Total receipts ..... $1,668,83L70 $1,005,076.77 §1,677,179.62

EXPENDITURES,

For school-houses and sites ..............§ 780,810.72 $301,045.23 $830,713.48

For libraries and apparatos ... 26,700.55 85,646.18 30,954.71
On bonds and interest ... weeanes  208,17258  301,925.03  379,008.44
On hand 499,147.85 43566133 43641289

Total expenditures ....coocovseens orene $1,608,881.70 §1,065,076.77 $1,677,179.50

Contingent Fund.
RECEIPTS.

On hand at 1ast report....eww...§  322,101.97  858,148.76  $388,85.61
From district tax 860,310.72  873,282,68  035,400.28
From other sources.. 83,619.04 97,800.72  104,548.70

Total TECEIPES woorereseessssrsssere cesrress];206,080.78 §1,329,236.16 §1,428,808.54
10




74 STATE SUPERINTENDENT"S REPORT. [No. &

EXPENDITURES,
1875. 1876, 1877,

$ 1158275 § 1284748 § 16304.17
. 17475702 202,021.79 200,263 77

For rent of school-h
" For i

Y A IR ey . 24800189  253,185.61 26452053
Paid i 41,709.35 44,754,78 50,754.82
Paid tr 34,427.28 38,489,783 43,722.38
For records, dictionaries, etc....cccvvvees  24,503.75 25,607.76 28,652.12
For other purposes. ..o, 356,653.60  267,263.81  398,808.87
On hand 373,405.00 38497520 42579188
Total expenditures ... -$1,266,030.73 $1,520,236.16 §1,428 808.54

TEACHER'S FUNL.

RECEIPTS, .
On hand at last report... -$1,13,314.03 $1,815,200.80 $1,413,745.15
From district tax ......... . 2,080,486,43 2.124,463.76  2,261,095.79
From semi 1 apporti tt 669,655,33  674,981.98 681,799 93
From other Bources.........ocvume e 125,602,561  107,284.64 98,053.78
Total ip $4,018,008.30 $4,221,970.63 $4,455,504.65
EXPENDITURES,
Pald teach $2,508,461.20 $2,784,009. ]
i 08,461.20 $2, .53 $2,053,645.08

1,419,597.01 $1,437,871.10 -1,501,949.57

Total expenditures. ... eemneersen $4,018,058,30 $4,221,970 63 $4,455,504.65

PERMANENT SCHOOL FUND,

Amount Nov. 18t w.oueuvmirereraensens

1,

20 $8,363,060.66 $......0c0nnnn. $3,460.348.76
on the 269,116.85  283,021.00  276,827.00

1877.) GENERAL SUMMARY OF STATISTICS.

COUNTY SUPERVISION.

EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS,

1875,
Professional certificates issned ... 363
First grade certificates issued .. 4,797
Second grade certificates issued 7,969
Third grade certificates issued........... 3,338
Total ber issued 16,452
Appli ejected 8,743
Total number examined 20,195
Certificates revoked ... 9
Average age of applicants 2263
No experience in teaching. 3,62
Taught less than one year. 3647
Teachers with state certificates.. 57

VISITATION OF SCHOOLS,

SChOONS VIBIERA wesseses sirisersiemimsisisions 8,805
7, 11,260
- 318
APPEALS,
Number of Ca8eS....ivueeimrsresiessnsannse 19
COMPENSATION.
Total paid superi dent: N2
Received per annum ... e sensarns ™

PRIVATE SCHOOLS.

Number. 131
Teach loyed Eper 459

TS Dd 13,360

8,771
10,629

108

76,027
77

126
463
12,856

9,515
12,833

12

$72574

127
471
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TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTES.

GENERAL REPORT.

1875, *1876. 1877,
Number of institutes held .....ccu.cee. a7 98 g
C ing weeks 3.21 311 333
Males in attend 11,798 12,658 13,534
Females in attendance.... . 15,781 16,895 18,305
TOt)sessesesaissns sesorss sases 7,579 9,548 11,929

FINANCIAL REPORT.

RECEIPTS.

$1,437.00 $6,23543  $7,13045
15,250.00 13,695.00  16,754.00
7,320.00 9,003.00  11,929.00

State approp 4,850.00 4,900.00 4,950.00

County appropriation .. 1,011,00 340,00 335.00

From other sources..... 52.00 209.00 307.19
Total receip $20,92000  $34,382.43  $41,405.64

EXPENDITURES,

lqr: il i o and | $21,22424  $25461.61  ¥30,123.56

For 3,012,156 1,686.18 8,011.08

On hand 5,683.61 7,184.64 8,270.70
Total $20,020.00  $34,28248  $41,405.64
*Two counties did not report, which ford of §100 state

tion, In recelpts and expenditures. -

1 Number of sox purtly estimated.

1877.) STATEMENT OF LOSSES TO THE SCHOOL FUND. "%

STATEMENT OF LOSSES

T the achool funds of the state by deficita in veporta of diatrict officers, for the five
years, commencing 1873,

1873.

ON HAND, TEACHER'S FUND. SCROOL-HOUSE. CONTINGRENT.
Close of 1872, - -  $691,747.87 $333,234.76 $241,644.47
Beginning of 1873,  664,591.91 282,560,27 258,592.48
Deficit, - - 97,155.46 50,374.49 4,051.99

1874,
Close of 1878, - - 91651693 361,327.51 988.757.75
Beginning of 1874, 882,553.31 345,564,834 273,995.78
Deficit, - - 34,263.62 15,763.17 14,761.97
1875,
Close of 1874, - -  1,108,005.77 374,465.08 327,952.75
Beginning of 1875,  1,133,314.03 346,360.22 392,191 97
Defieit, - - 64,601.74 28,000,406 5,760.78
1876.
Close of 1875, - -  1419,597.01 430,044.22 373.960.14
Beginning of 1876,  1,318,157.11 414,041.28 358,148.76
Deficit, - - 101,439.90 50,002.94 15,816.88
1877.
Close of 1876, - -  1442,295.82 435,681.33 384,075.20
Beginning of 1877,  1,418,745.15 400,050.62 348,856.61
Deficit, - - 28,550.17 25,710.71 Excess.

3,880.41
Total Deficits, $256,100.79 $144,950.77 $35,610.71

Sum total, $135,562.27, averaging $87,112.45 per year.
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TABLE SHOWING DEFICITS AND EXCESSES OF 8CHOOL,
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1877.] STATEMENT OF LOSSES BY COUNTIES. 7%

FUNDS, BY COUNTIES FOR 1876 AND 1877,

REMARKS.

Tolal excorn,
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1877.] STATEMENT OF LOSSES BY COUNTIES. 81

DEFICITS AND EXCESSES OF SCHOQL

FUNDS, BY COUNTIES FOR 1876 AND 1877—CosTiNvgp.

5

close of 1576,

flnnlng of

@
=
COUNTY. g
=
=3
[~
b

(On hand at

(On hand be-

3

Z10n hand be-

80 MODLEOMOLY oo rvmsimsrreeeeis |8 18,078,

nnu-&'un:r’ . * 3 %
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72/ 0sceoln..
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5

:

25!

SEE=
vz
Z

.. Report for 1575 and 1876 defective .

gEses
Ehs
.

=

5

3]
o

£
2
3 i3 3 53
T ERSEREnRSEERAssZAAREIIINTURIR

f=3=i=4

3]
=
el

B

5

i

3]
i

:

i

4

B

e 282,001 57 2,000,542.15 191,081,101 48,801.97 2,209.901,6512, ’
was made In the report of 1875, w hioh accounts for the difference.

Jisaeraesnne

|

11




82 STATE SUPERINTENDENT 8§ REPORT. [No. 8,

LIST OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS,
Whose Terms Expire January 7, 1878,

— —_— —_—

COUNTY,

SUPERINTENDENT. | POST-OFFICE,

consererns| AL W. Haver,
‘Wlllimln . Roberts.

. (‘ornlng“...
Waukon .........
A (éentervilla -~

m-Henry H. Borrington...
Imei.m E Parker

Rodney L. Robie......
William D, Collins

.|Annieville ......

Elkader ..........

Lyons.

«ihenison .. ...,

o 7. V. O P e
Bl P

wssonn

..|Leon

De8 MOines........... o
,)icklnlon..: %{}ol’:;w"""“'

Dubuque .........
Estherville ......
West Union....
Charles City.....
./Hampton .......
Sidney
Jefferson.........
. Grondy Center,
uut rie Center.
webster City...
. 11} SRRy
kldora......

RETETTTRPR

. gt. Pleasant....

Hamilton ..,
N X
Hardin

At e LT T PP

rge |

Mag;
Newton
Fairfield .........

1877.) LIST OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 83

LIST OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS,
Whose Terms Expire Janwary 7, 1878—Continued.

SUPERINTENDENT, | POST-OFFICE.

~James M. Cui
0. E. Aldrich

JOskalooss .u..ve
o Knoxville.......
Marshalltown
. Glenwood

Marion..
Marshall
Mills .

Mitchel
Monona

. Lyman

Monroe, James M. Porter...
Montgomery William P. Pattiso:
Muscatine R. W. Leverich....
)'Brien Asahel B. Chrysler
Osceola. % 1. Guroey
Page ..... Elijth Miller.
Palo Alto.. ohn C. B
Plymouth l"logd B. Sibley
Pocahonta . Clarki
Polk e Robert 8. Hugh Des Moines......
Pottawattamie. F. C. Childs Couneil Bluffs...
Poweshiek ...... wessseans| William R. Akers, Malcom i
Ringgold Mt. Ayr
John Dobson irsssavevassessroo DG CILY weresvoves

Davenport .......

-.|Orange City..onee
Toledo ..o vnune

.John W. Rowley
Clay
| Migs E. 8. COOK®...ver. conrernemsasrsnas

Washington Miss Mary M. J —op
Wayne J. W. Walker, don ceenen
J. A, Adams....... » vens | Bt ey
W. A.Ch Lake sosiss

oy, HEWiitoomb 'gixmm
£0 7 D dssenisesssonssvononcsse]| EIYIS s
Job:'a. T DTS 2o cianessonss SRR 1 17) T T 1) (s
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LIST OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS,

Whose Terms Commence January 7, 1878.

[No. 8.

SUPERINTENDENT. POST-OFFICE.
.M. W. Haver... |Stu
ool T L Maxwell et
«|D. R. Guernsey.
A. K. Brainard,
.[Miss 8, Blackburn .
w|J. 8. George............
G. W. Lloyd
5 P
.| W. arker.,..... wessstes
Buena Vista............|A. J, i
But Soveisn J. W. 8
8::“"1“ A, Calh
Cass*..., «|H. A, Di
Cedar®............ouee...|Miss E, E.
Cerro Gordo*........... M. H. K|
Cherokee. aessinvsssise] Wo K,
Chick W. D. Colli
J. Mol
« |8, Gillespi
P. W,
M. J. W
T. Hawk
Dmey

ZemEreN
ATYEE
QFHH

Saeses i senaneaes

g’c Mill
L UL !Y................-................ -
H. H. Joh ;

R T
L

1877.] LIST OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 85

LIST OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS,
Whose Terms Commence January 7, 1878—Continued.

COUNTY. SUPERINTENDEST. POST-OFFICE.
Jasper ...... Shaeesaasinnd Mrs. M. A. Mayfield TNew
I, Gri K el i mind i Lihtn.(\ma
J. M. Curry lnm\ C Ity-. essesssass
.............. 0. E. Aldrich
H. D. Todd ’Nxoumay
e Algona
Keokok

E. Johnston... e ML Vernon.....
D. Helmick... . Columbus Janction
L. A. Culber ./ Chariton

Mlhhe“'
Monona*
Monroe..

Montgomery™®

Muscatine®. ‘

O'Brien.. . DEYesain o analur..

Osceola... = = " Slbley wese, svimoay

Page* E. Miller. Clari

Palo Alto ..|A. 8. McGrorty, Jr. DUPE vvianee

Plymouth . .'F. W. Guernsey... & Mars

Pocahontas .. D. Miller. Pocahontas Center.

Polk . |[J. H. Koons Bast Des Moines,...
o[ B O, CHIME. coss cavsnssmsnnssarssssismronser | COUDCH BInBSiseess

C. H. Cl

BIonX™. iseimecanrsorss 8. Kuyper........ casiseses srenscimnannanens | Orunge Cikyoissvsors
L. B. Bangl Nev.

’l‘ol_e'tlu..........

Afton
Utiea..

WI“);.I. H:r:‘ ¥y lhgnolh. cresensssiss
I, 8, snell v £ du

D. Hugh M

W. H. M ket

n
Wapello... e = Ollﬁm
Wnr{en' lw o
w i b ¥

:B ;::?‘t,on J. H. s raes Cor{;'lun

ter* J. A. Adams,
glanm-bl W. A. Chap l.lke Mill-
X, . Kessey......

Wmngm?k g “M--y Siou: City....
Worth W. Stott Northiwood ..
Wright*......... |J. Q. Hanna. ... Goldfield

*Re-elected,

+ Until Mareh 1, 1878, Lynnville,



ERRATA,

Page 38, line 13 from the bottom, read * under the lead”

Page 46, line 10 from the top, read “ the sum of $142,250.22."
Page 48, line 10 from the bottom, omit marks of quotation.
Fage 55, line 2 from the bottom, read “ have " in place of * has”
Page 62, line 2 from the top, omit comma after * this."

APPENDIX,

Page 4, average compensation of males is $37.57.

Page 5, brick school-houses, total, 651.

Page 11, Tama county, read: 26,384.68, 84,700.40, 0,201.12, 241448, 72,700,
72, 44,049.18, 28,651.54, 72,700.72.

The totals read : 1,318,157.11, 2,130,526.84, 676,661.76, 107,634.70, 4,232.850.41,
2,700,585.00, 1,442,205.32, 4.252,880.41,

Page 13, Crawford county, certificates revoked, none,

Page 13, Hardin county, holding state certificates, none.

Puge 14, mules with third grade certificates, 830.

Page 15, total certificates of females revoked, 4.

Page 15, average age of males, 24,91 ; females, 2049,

FPage 15, holding state certificates, totals, males, 21 ; females, 25.




