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SPECIAL MESSAGE.

STATE OF TOWA, )
Execurive DEPARTMENT, -
Des Moises, Feb. 8, 1876.

Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives:

I transmit herewith for the consideration of the General Assembly
the annual report of the Secretary of the State Agricultural Society.
This document contains the mass of information usual with the reports
of this officer, and is an interesting presentation of facts concerning
the agricultural products and resources of the State. Of the value of
these reports I need not speak; the series have been before the people
too long to require any laudation. This report, it will be remembered,
comprises the introductory part of the annual publication of the So-
ciety’s proceedings, and is there accompanied with essays upon various
topies of interest to the farmer. For the publication of this compila-
tion, provi-ion is made by law; but it has been the custom also to pub-
lish the Secretary’s report proper at the same time ag those of the in-
stitutions more directly under the control of the State, in order that its
facts may be presented to the people at an earlier day, and in more
convenient form than the fall volume would offer. I suggest, there-
fore, that the Geuneral Assembly provide for the printing of an earlier
edition of this document—say, the same number as of the other docu-
ments.

I also invite your attention to the suggestions of the Secretary in re-
lation to the needs of the Society, and ask that the General Assembly
consider the same in conjunction with the work the State Agricultural
Society has done, and is calculating to do in the future, for the develop-
ment of the material interests of the State.

SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD.



SECRETARY’S REPORT.

To His Excellency, Hon. Samuel J. Kirkwood, Governor of Iowa:

In accordance with the provisions of section 1107, Code of 1873, the
Board of Directors of the Towa State Agricultural Society have the
honor to present the following report, being a “General view of the
condition of agriculture throughout the State ™ for the year 1875.

Hereto appended are the proceedings of the September meeting at
Keokuk, and the January meeting at Des Moines; detailed reports of
Treasurer and Secretary, showing financial operations during the year;
reports of awarding committee of the twenty-second State Fair; ab-
stracts and reports of the County and District Societies auxiliary to the
State Society: valuable statistics relating to imports and exports; essays,
and other papers which it is believed will form a volume of interest as
illustrative of the condition of agriculture for the past year.

The year just closed was a period of abundance and general pros-
perity. None can review the fact, and, making a comprehensive
estimate of the blessings that have been every where poured out, with-
out the profoundest emotions of thankfulness to the Giver of every
good and perfect gift. Towa, indeed, seems a land especially blessed
of God.

The harvest was such as to meet the the highest desire of the hus-
bandman. Commerce was increased to immense proportions, General
good health awaited the enjoyment of the needful fruits and products
of the earth. Intelligent labor was rewarded, and skill and thrift added
to utility, the means of luxury, culture and refinement kept pace with
the progress of material wealth. Iowa homes were aflorned, and cities
and towns and villages and farms presented cheering proofs of an ad-
vanced condition of comfort and elegance.

Many thousands of the citizens of the old world have found new
homes and associations on the broad acres of Iowa. These people will
add to the productive eapacity of the State. They will gradually grow
into the forms of our civilization, and in due time become a part and
parcel of the forces at work to achieve for Towa a prouder destiny than
fancy even dared imagine.
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The past year but adds to the growing grandeur of the State. No
step backward has been taken. The people have stamped improve-
ment on time as it passed; and in every element the State is more
worthy the pride and affection of her sons and daughters than ever
before.

There have been, it may be stated, local disturbances, if not disas-
ters, that have fallen here and there. But the areas were greatly cir-
cumscribed and produced no perceptible effect upon the sum total of
good results, The winter was severe, and the summer was marked by
a considerable apparent reduction of the ordinary temperature; yet the
grass crop, perhaps the most important of all, when regarded in all its
varied relations and uses, was above the average for several years past;
and the crops of corn and wheat, the next in value, were nearly up to
the ordinary standard. The * hateful grasshopper” did not accomplish
50 grest damage as in former years on the western border. There
were no wide-spread or devastating tornadoes, destroying property or
lifs, There were no extensive floods, and losses from storms, or what
is termed “unfavorable weather,” were few and localized.

All kinds of farm stock, except hogs, escaped alarming epidemies;
and the very perceptible increase of improved breeds of cattle, horses
and swine, indicates that Towa is a favored spot for investment in live
stock,

It will furtherappear in the analysis of the condition of the principal
products under their appropriate headings, that the year bas been re-
plete with successes and prosperity, and that none of our people have
good cause for murmuring or repining.

CORN.

This is, and must continue to be, among the most valualle products
of our soil. The comparative ease with which it may be raised, se-
cured and marketed, makes it a staple article. Even when the area of
tame grasses becomes much larger the crop of corn will not be dimin-
ished. In the older settled portions of the State, the necessity of re-
storing the losses to the soil by the exhaustive process of continuous
corn crops, is already apparent. Rotation, direct fertilization and more
careful calture have decreased the acreage and yet maintained the
average product. The more newly eccupied fields will soon require
similar treatment, and corn while it will not be all the crop of the farm
will yield its share of the treasures, besides the grass, wheat and oats.
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The wet spring prevented the usual early planting; much of the seed
rotted, making it necessary to replant, not only the second time, but
the third in several of the counties. Much complaint is made of the
seed. Worthless seed, in a large degree, depends upon the planter
himself in not giving that care and attention in its selection and pres-
ervation, which ordinarily would prove a protection against loss and
failure, the frosts of Aungust 21, 22, and 23 were very damaging to the
crop. These were preceded by several days of wet weather including
deluging rains in September, the crop not being sufficiently advanced
to overcome these unfavorable circumstances there is an increase in
the yield, but a very great deficiency in the general quality, both as to
weight and feeding qualities.

The amount of corn raised in the Union is enormous ; in 1870 the
crop harvested 760,944,549 bushels, and in 1865 estimated at 932,000,
000 bushels, or an average of over twenty-six bushels to every soul in
the land. Illinois gave the largest production, 130,000,000. Towa
took the second in rank with 68,000,000 bushels, and Missouri came
next with 66,000,000 bushels. In 1874 the entire product was 854,-
000,000 bushels. These figures show what vast importance this crop
has attained, and what immense quantities are annually consumed; but
statistics force the convietion upon us that the average yield per acre
compared with the maximum yield is very low, probablynot more than
one-third what the land might produce. The very highest average of
any State in the Union was Kansas, with thirty-nine bushels per acre,
and for the United States the average is twenty-four bushels.
How insufficient these averages are may be considered from the fact
that there are numerous well attested cases in which the yield has been
from seventy to one hundred bushels per acre. We have the follow-
ing sworn statements on record. In 1864 James Barker, of Scott
county, raised on two acres 184 bushels, or 92 bushels per acre. His
cultivation was as follows: Land, rolling prairie, facing the east;
the ground was plowed about one foot deep in the spring, harrowed
well and marked off in hills three by four feet apart; planted May
10th. As soon as it came up was well worked both ways with a
double-shovel plow; after eight days worked again in the same manner;
after ten days more plowed to the corn with a onehorse shovel plow.
For premiums offered by this society on field crops by boys under
sixteen years of age, in 1865, Harlan B. Quinton, of Lee county, was
awarded the first premium for best one acre of corn, he having
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harvested 1164 bushels. Rufus Lyman, of Pottawattamie county, re.
edived iho d premium for 105 b hels to the acre. A. B. Lyman,
of the same county, produced 111% bushels. These stat are not
only applicable to the corn crop, but to other cereals.

It may be said, perhaps, that these are instances of scientific farm.
ing; in reply it may be asked whether it is wise to sneer at any farming
as scientifie, that will produce two or three average crops from an acre
of ground in one season ? Experience teaches that the difference in o
crop between careless and thorough cultivation is one-half. There is
little doubt but that the great crop of Iowa could be raised on one-half
the arear, and with less cost if a more thorongh mode of cultivation
were practiced,

The present crop almost equals the magnificent yields of 1870 and
1872, and is at least a fourth greater than that of 1874, This would
make the entire product 1,000,000,000 bushels; and but for the unusua)
early frosts and incessant wet weather the crop of the west would not
only have astonished the world, but even the western planters them-
selves. The area planted in Towa in 1874 was 4,700,176 acres; the in-
crease the present year will make an aggregate of 5,000,000 acres; this
at the same ratio of yield as the previous crop, would give the product
of our State a grand total of 150,000,000 bushels, or a little over one—
sixth of the entire production of the United States.

The decrease in price of nearly one-half, compared with this time
one year ago, will not give to the producer as much money by nearly
#6,000,000 as the previous year’s crop. This will prove a serious dis-
:}swr w' the fs.rmer, n.ﬂ'ect.ing every branch of industry dependent upon

he agriculturist for its support.

Reference .'.o table of prices of corn hereto appended will afford fur-
ther illustration :

DECEMBER, | DECEMBER, | DECEMBE!
3 R, | DECEMBER, | DECEMB.
1871, 7 1878, 1874, o 1875, =

Prioe In New York. $ T
Price In Ohi |# 518 )
Price in [)onaﬁo 4 3L ki , ?{ i R

a1
Recelpts at Chicago..| 41,482,011 ﬂ.m.ﬁl?g W‘ds‘: 85,215, 03 26,783, 92
215, 783,

CONDENSED ITEMS OF THE CROPS,

Harsi
mmar;s:: county reports the average at 80 bushels per acre, and in
ﬂ’omy“”'onuea 100 bushels were produced; Mills county the yield

90 bushels, but damaged in portions of the county by grass-
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hoppers; Grundy yields from 30 to 80 bushels, half a crop and badly
shrunken, and selling from twenty-five to forty-five cents; Allamakee
reports half a crop, damaged by early frosts and rains; Appanocose and
Chickasaw a third of a crop and very poor in quality; Delaware, crop
damaged twenty per cent. by early frosts; Fayette, Towa, Jasper, John-
son, and Marshall counties injured by early frosts; Howard county
almost an entire failure from cool summer and early frosts; Keokuk
and Lucas counties report three-fourths of a crop, by reason of wet
weather; Mitchell, threefifths of a crop, damaged by early frosts;
Monona, one-fourth of a crop, damaged by incessant rains; Monroe,
crop damaged by June and July rains and early frosts; Montgomery,
damaged by grasshoppers. Northeastern District, crop injured by cut
worms, and frost on night of August 21st. Osceoln, one-fifth of the
crop destroyed by grasshoppers; Page, reports losses by grasshoppers,
and Winneshiek reports 2,000 acres badly damaged by the early frosts;
Dubuque and Louisa counties report the average at 60 bushels per acre;
Black Hawk and Boyer Valley District, report 55 bushels; twelve
counties report the average at 50 bushels; eight at 45 bushels; eleven
at 40 bushels; one at 36 bushels; six at thirtyfive bushels; two at 32
bushels; nine at 30 bushels; two at 28 bushels; five at 25 bushels;
three at 20 bushels; and Monroe county at 12 bushels. Two counties
report the price at fifty cents per bushel, two at forty cents, five at
thirty-five cents, fifteen at thirty cents, twenty at twenty five cents,
eight at twenty cents, and six at prices varying from twenty to fifty-
five cents.

MOVEMENTS OF CORN BY RATIL IN 1871, 1872, 1878, 1874, AND 1875,

RAILROADS, BUSHELS BUB“KL!‘“[TBHIIJ BUSHELY
1571 1872, ‘ 1873, 1571

BUSHELS
1876,

Burlington & Missourl Rallway.. 1,352,434]  1,081,476(*
Hinols Centril. ... 104,480 261,120
Chicago & Northwester)
Chieago, Burlingion & Quiney,
Milwaukee & St. Paul...
Keokuk & Des Moines Rall
Dubuque Sou’hwestern
Chieago, Rock Island &
Sioux City & Pacific .....
Burlington, Cedar Rapis & Minn.
Central of Towa.

Totals.

58,160
2.557,0101 6,808,774 5,577,318} s e

* Received by the 0., B. & Q. R. R, from B. & M.
4 From Burlington, Iowa.
3T d from

2

X bout

hird of this L
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WHEAT.

The crop of the past year has been short in yield, and is of inferigp
quality. For the United States the crop of 1574 is nearly 310,000,000
bushels. The harvest of 1875 will show a decrease in the product of
twenty per cent., or in round numbers 62,000,000 bushels, and with the
quality in consideration the result is not a flattering one to the
producer.

In 1870 Towa produced 29,435,602 bushels; in 1872, 32,437,838
bushels, in 1874 the area sown was 3,759,000 acres, producing
43,428,008 bushels, an increase in two years of 10,991,172 bushels,
Assuming that there was no increase of area in the past year, and
fwcepting as a basis the abstracts of the different counties report-
ing, and adopting the average yield per acre of the previous year.
we have a product of only 87,759,900 bushels, or a decrease of ne.;arl -
6,000,000 bushels. Estimating it at the lowest cash price (fifty cenz
per bushel) we have a defivit of $3,000,000.

These losses do not oceur in our own State alone. But eight States
in the Union are above the average; and while Towa in 1874 was onl
four per cent. below the average, the decrease for the year closed ii
twenty-three per cent. Of the foreign countries Russia reports a
general failure and is deprived of its expected harvest. I rancep\:ill be
a competitor for foreign wheat as her crop has also been reported a
fiilure.  With a consumption of at least 200,000,000 bushels inI::lud'
seed, this leaves the United States with a product of 246,000 .
bushels, only 46,000,000 of the year'’s crop for export. G;eat, Bri,t(:')o
consumes 176,000,000 bushels annually, yet does not produce enoul:
to feed her population; and while the United States and some of ti
Earopean nations produce more grain than the population ]
sume, there is each year a surplus for export, and auparaled °f:i"I°°n‘
:::i :lrle, a gzod crop in either country tends to Iov::er the p::(l:e: );::

¥, while on the other hand, a poor erop tend. i fongy

The present prices of this ) 2 i ? e .the e
crease over thi whole regio:u;:n:er:‘:;:ul:;) ;:3:10‘;)’:::‘1 ooy
at effect these

exports will have on the m v (¢
e arket value of the crop before the close of

To further illustrate this estima
wheat items are appended :
during blossoming time;

te, showing a decrease, the following
Ada‘Adﬂms ‘county, crop damaged by rains
ir, by rains; Allamakee, injured by inseots
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and after harvest by wet weather while grain was in stack; Appanose,
a failure by wet weather; Audubon, by grasshoppers and wet weather
in June; Black Hawk, less in area than for several years and damaged
by wet weather; Buchanan, twenty per cent. less in yield; Butler, ¢rop
badly mjured from rains; the same of Boyer Valley District and
Calhoun; Cedar, by insects, storms, and wet weather; Cerro Gordo and
Cherokee, by rains; Chickasaw, by rains in harvest time; Clarke, almost
a total failure from incessant rains; Crawford, by rains; Davis, not
much sown but crop of good guality; Decatur, nearly a total failure
from extreme wet weather; Delaware, thirty per cent. lost by insects
and storms; Dickinson, Dubuque, Fayette, Floyd, and Franklin, slight
damage by rains; Greene, by storms and wet weather; Hamilton and
Hardin, by the same causes; Harrison, decrease in area and loss by
rains; Henry, fall wheat an entire failure and spring damaged by chintz
bugs; Ida and Towa, injured by rains in harvest; Jasper, crop rejected
in the Chicago market; Jefferson, damaged by heavy rains; Johnson,
by rains before the grain had ripened; Jones, grades No. 2 and re-
ected; Keokuk, portions of county by hail storms; Louisa, fall wheatan
entire failure and spring wheat damaged by rains; Lucas, by excessive
rains; Lee, declining in avea, by reason of the severe winters; Madison,
severe losses by incessant rains; Mahaska, damaged by scab, and a
large amount of wet weather; Marion, by raing Marshall, crop blighted;
Mills and Monona, by severe rains; Monroe, by insects and wet
weather; Montgomery, by rains at time of maturing; Northeastern
District, portion by wet weather, and others by chintz bugs; O'Brien,
by rains; Osceola, by storms and grasshoppers; Page, by wet weather
and grasshoppers; Polk, by cold and wet weather in spring time; Ring-
gold, nearly a total failure by the ravages of chiutz bugs; Shelby, by
grasshoppers; Union, from unfavorable weather; Van Buren, almost a
complete failure from incessant rains; Wapello, sixty per cent. of a
loss from wet weather; Wayne, almost an entire failure from the same
cause; Winneshiek, ten per cent. better in quantity and quality than
the previous crop, and Woodbury damaged by heavy rains.

Tt is gratifying that some of the counties reporting the destruction of
crops in 1874 by grasshoppers, should in the past year present o show-
ing in excess of any other counties. Of these Dickinson reports an
average of twenty-five bushels ; Emmet, twenty bushels ; Humboldt,
sixteen bushels, and Floyd, twenty bushels. A few items are appended
further showing the condition of wheat. Two counties report the av-
erage at twenty-four bushels ; one reports the average of fall wheat at
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twenty-two bushels, and spring wheat at fourteen bushels ; one reports
eight to seventeen bushels; one reports nineteen and one-half bushels;
one reports twenty bushels ; two report eighteen bushels ; two report
sixteen bushels ; nine report fifteen bushels; two report fourteen bush-
els; thirteen report twelve bushels ; one reports eleven bushels; fif:
teen report ten bushels ; one reports nine bushels ; nine report eight
bushels ; one reports seven and one-balf bushels ; five report seven
bushels ; two report six bushels ; five report five bushels ; one reports
three bushels ; and one county an average of only two bushels, which
in the previous year reported an average of eighteen bushels.

It is not encouraging to record this large deficiency in the wheat
crop. But failures may teach valuable lessons, from which the intellj-
gent and thinking may profit. They may teach a better system of culti-
vation, and enforce the necessity of a more diversified system of carry-
ing on farm operations. Wheat, year after year, on the same soils,
without exchange of seed, without fertilization, without judicious rota-
tion with grasses, corn, ete,, and without the added benefits and bles-
sings of groves and orchards, without live stock and the appliances
necessary to its profitable rearing, cannot but fail here as it has failed
everywhere under similar treatment.

Again, it is conceded that the acreage may be decreased and the
products not lessened. We have veritable examples in onr own his-
tory, In 1860 D. B. Clarke, of Pottawattamie county, from two acres
gown in wheat, raised eighty-nine bushels and fifty pounds. In 1873
Joseph Stuff, of Jefferson county, produced seventy-one bushels and
four pounds of wheat from two acres.

Only a few years ago the distance from European markets, the inter-
est in capital, cost of transportation, ete., were figured up against us,
showing that we could not compete with the principal wheat-growers
of Europe. Experience has proven otherwise. Our means of trans-
portation have been improved ; our production has become cheaper ;
di.ntanoe has been shortened, and to-day we find our farmers competing
Wl'(h these growers in their own markets, and our breadstuffs have
gained a permanent foothold in the principal markets of the world.

By .s careful review of the abstracts of counties it will be seen that
there is a wide difference as to the prices of cereals ; and there is little
reufm to look for any marked improvement in values, either in this or
foreign "0110!?50?, until a large portion of the inferior wheat is con-
sumed. Then will the producer be rewarded with remunerative prices,

z‘ that the increase will make up,in a degree, the deficiency in quan-
Y-
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THE TABLE APPENDED SHOWS THE MOVEMENT OF WHEAT BY RAIL FOR
THE YEARS SPECIFIED.

|
BUSHELS BUSHELS BUSHELS BUSHELS BUSHELS BUSHELS

RAILROADS. IN | 1IN 1 1IN 1 1N
B0, | 8. | s | T 1574 1575,

Burlington & Missourl.......
Chicago & Northwestern
Chieago, R, 1. & Paciflc..
THinols Central ...

Chieago, Barl'ton & Q
Minnesota & St, Paul
Keokuk & Dex Moines .

2,441,708 4,255,669 ..
639

Dubugue Southwestern ..
Sioux City & Pacltic
Central of Towa.

Chieago, I &M
Chicago,Clinton & Dubugq e/

el 16,311,842] 11,783,579 10,322,877

The receipts of wheat in Great Britian from the United States and
Canada during the first ten months of 1875 were 43,550,000 bushels, and
of flour, 4,836,578 hundred weight. The amount of wheat in the
United States and Canad. in sight on the 11th ult. was 16,585,389
of bushels, which New York alone had, in store and transit, 6,568,042

bushels.

CATTLE.

The prosperous condition of the department of cattle l.ms nmPle
cause of congratulation. Diseases, so destructive to them in .forelgn
countries, and not entirely unknown in portions of our own domain, have
not prevailed. In England and Wales half a million cases of foot and
mouth disease are reported, resulting in a loss of %1,000,000. Our
herds are sound and healthy, and while we are comparatively free from
epidemics now, would it not be well for our breeders to direct t}neu‘ at-
tention towards the prevention of the introduction of these d.menses,
now so prevalent in foreign countries ? Although these maladies may
not be attended with fatal results, they would cause much n.n.uoynnce
and have a great tendency to lessen the interest in cattle raising that
is so general among Iowa breeders.

* Received by the 0, B.& Q. R R. from B. & M.
+ Frow Burlington, Towa.

1 About one-half from Nebrask

€ About two-thirds from Nebraska.
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The home demand for thoroughbred short-horns has been very large,
and the prices paid greatly advanced. The number of breeders ig
steadily increasing. As men find themselyes able they are gradually
improving the general stock by infusion of good blood. The knowl.
edge of the greater worth of improved breedsis not confined to the few,
but is the property of many; sud it seems only a question of a short
time when the use of superior strains of animals boasting a pedigree,
will be very general indeed.

The dairy farmers, whose profits during the year have been greater
than the grain grower, have prosecuted their calling with increased
vigor. Cheese dairies have returned satisfactory profits, and their suc-
cess in future work will be still greater. It is also gratifying that in-
creased attention is given to rearing dairy stock at home, as shown by
the advanced prices of cows, and the liberal demand and fair prices of
butter and cheese,

The records of thirty-two sales made in Canada, Kentucky, Illinois,
Missouri, Michigan, and Indiana will illustrate this idea, and place in
permanent form the partial importations during the year:

The total number of females imported from these sales is 450, at a
cost of $132,579; and of males 65, at a cost of 826,385, a total aggre-
gate of §158,064. Of these Muscatine county imported 144 females at
a cost of §64,115; twelve males at a cost of $8,235. Polk county 22 fe-
males at $9,775; four males at £4,905. Union county two females at
#785.  Dubuque county one female at $290, Mahaska county six fe-
malex at $2,065; two males at $395, Montgomery county ten females
at 82,0005 two males at 8270, Linn county ten females at #4,605; four
males at 8580, Lee county two males at $355, Jasper county seven-
teen females at §11,205; three males at $1,360. Marion county three
females at $470; one male at $85. Humboldt county two females at
#3005 three males at $230. Lucas county three females at §780; one
maleat $140. Buchanan county ten females at $4,225; one male at

#100. Johnson county eleven females at $3,535 ; one male at $100.
Mnra'lml county one male at $400. Jefferson county one female at $195.
Harrison m:muty one female at $250. Poweshiek county twelve females
at $2,124; four mxfles at $525. Clarke county one female at $240; one
::i :,:1 ::'i(:..lx)lwlg: l(;:u::: one male at 110, Van Buren county

. A nty one male at 8190, Franklin county
one female at §360. Story county four males at $135,
twenty-five females at &1 1,600; one maleat 85
females at $2,045; three males at #4065,

Benton county
,000.  Henry county ten
Decatur county seven fumales
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at $1,205; three males at £450. Floyd county two females at $680.
Tama county twenty-two females at $4,625; four males at £355. Cedar
county four females at £1,270,and two counties not named, twenty-two
females at $4,575, and two males at $295.

When it is taken into consideration that there were no sales of herds
in our own State in 1874, the following shows that very much has been
accomplished, through the energetic labors of our own breeders in
1875. Reference is made to seven public sales, aggregating $220,600,
of which 472 are females at a cost to the purchasers of $104,475; and
109 males at $25,625. Of this number 49 females were exported to
other States by which the sellers realized the sum of $31,450; and six
males exported, bringing $2,050. The remainder of the animals were
retained, and distributed through thirty-eight different counties of the
State. Could the individual sales that have been made be added, the
record would be such as to stimulate our pride and greatly encourage
this interest. The highest price paid for any single animal, was a male
at §6,100, and a female, at 4,000. A glance at the above figures shows
a comparatively low average in prices of male animals. The farmer
with moderate means could purchase an animal with an acceptable
pedigree, and the investment would certainly pay the interest on the
cost, to say nothing of the value in improving the character of the
grades. For instance, we have 1,436,459 head of cattle according to
census report; if all these were high crosses there would be added at
least five dollars per head in their market value, giving in round num-
bers 87,000,000 greater wealth to our State.

Increased interest is manifest in the improvement of Devons, Jerseys,
Ayrshires, and Herefords. These breeds have especial points of excel-
lence which have proper recognition in many quarters. The demand
for them is very limited. Their rearing is confined to a few individ-
uals; but as their advantages and superiority become more generally
known, they will assume their proper rank among the cattle of the
State. At the annual State Fairs Towa’s thoroughbred cattle are not
shown, the display is not a just representation of the advanced state
of progress in this department. Breeders are prone to enjoy their
honors at home; but let it be hoped, their State pride will be sufficient
motive to bring their stock and let the thousands of strangers in at-

tendance carry home with them the best impressions as to the condi-
tion and ability of our State in this respect.
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The following table shows the results of public sales of Short-Hor,
for the past five years in the United States and Canada:

= Noill 2 ;
cE Sz
YEAR. 21%E| & §
dd(s3| EE | 3
12 “ < =
| 16 495 5 16y,
15 47 1l7.ﬂmu. g
2 10U 317256 313
50/ 1883 0827wy 5%
85| 2670 1,03058| gup
MO kst bt s oo B A AN il 178 64513 2,615570] 10
2781 6453 2,618570) 4o

The subjoined table shows movements of cattle through the sources
named and for the years as specified:

RATLROADS, 1868, ! 1869, ’ 170, | 171, [ 1872, |' 1873, | 1904, | 185,
| |

|
80 15,008 70,148 * 00,705 167,078/ 1.
11 4,101] 63491 ss,:ggl 61
7

8,208 12761 10583 11382 9248
51| 24,408| 25,000 B1,244| 30,865 ......._ | "
S| vovne | 2020 4 TS5 F A2 seenees
i T e
| 4, ! 2 17,460
D& s W 2 2142 10| 1674 L0 R}ﬁ
8,C & P. B4 1527 27010 2007% 1957|¢
Ceutral of Town . 18001 12512 8946|1878
B, C.R &M 11,509| 125,080 16,975 28,170
D, 1,785/ ..
= m‘ "

. 2| w01 20,258 1 200,437) 356,417 279,365,

HOGS,

The general interest in the past few years to improve the breeds of
this stock has been decisive, and it has attained a prominence that is
gratifying to every one. Importations are of frequent oceurrence, not
only from other States but even from foreign countries, Could we
present the figures of our exportations they would astonish even those
who are especially engaged in the business. Enormous prices are paid
for procreative animals, and while these sums have been paid by the
enterprise of a few persons and breeders, these have received and de-
serve the highest econiums for the improvement and introduction of
the fine blooded stock seen in our country. There are various breeds,
but itis a matter of fact, that in our great hog growing region the

* Recelved by the O, B, &Q R, R.from B, & M,
1t From Burlington, Iowa,
1 About one hnlf from Nebraska,

Recelpts of eattle at Chieago in 1878, 764,428: {1
+ in 1874, 843,006; in
1674 Of TOSTE.  Cash value of same, $46,012,150, ! 1875, 920,813, Inerease

st e
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Berkshire and the Poland-China have grown in favor, while the Ches-
ter Whites are not so popular as they were some years since, nor, as
the merits of the best specimens seemed to deserve. Daring the past
year Essex, Suffolk and Short-faced Lancashires’ have been imported,
and their merits will be fully tested by these breeders.

The disease known as hog cholera has been very destructive in many
localities, and there is no remedy. There isan infinite variety of treat-
ments recommended, but as yet all have failed in their mission to find a
“cure The destruction by this disease, especially of young stock,
has had a marked effect on the total crop ; and when it is considered
that the medium of marketing our immense corncropis largely through
this channel, it is certainly of the highest importance that some eftort
should be made, even to the outlay of large sums of money,to discover
a remedy to arrest that which is annually destroying bundreds of
thousands of dollars worth of this valuable product.

Algo, care should be taken with the young stock during the winter
and spring months, as they suffer more, and depreciate in value more
rapidly than at any other time. Provide comfortable quarters for them,
an abundance of food, so that it can be fed regularly while it will do
the most good; keep the stock growing, and the results can not but be
highly satisfactory. The neglect of this rational plan of care is one of
the principal causes of so much half fed stock being put upon our
markets.

The following tables indicate the number of hogs carried east, and
through the sources named; and when it is considered that these figures
do not show what is exported in the shape of dressed hogs, lard, cured
meats, ete., nor what is consumed at home, the entire product must be
regarded as one contributing largely to the material prosperity of the
State.

60, | 1870, | 1571, | 1872 | 157R. " v, | s,
[

3| 240,226 % 401,275/ 611,420\ 571 K57
. SMOTR BRLU0L, 493579 400,349
62,108 USS08 80,593 100,907
120615 2813

RATLROADS,
B.and M
O, R

Ilinols Central.
C.and N. W,

2
33
o

M. and St. Paui 4768 10/613 |l
and D, 146,307 178,50 |
D.S, W.... 18,258/ ) 2-lul;

sl 11

VT § 165008 15,5

5%0| 30,100 64800, 72012
2| 167,010 152,100

R. 540

3 501,463 542

3 . R. m B.and M,
frux::l‘ N%brnnk , about one-thiwl of this amount,

* Hecelved by the C

1 Includes n:;xp){wu :

4 , lowa. o

‘:&‘l‘;‘l:‘:{cﬂ cx:o of hogs, 8,912,110, cash value, §65,461,025.
3
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The table appended shows the number of hogs packed in the varions
packing points in Towa, during the winter season of 1874-75 ang
1873-74, embracing the period between November 1st and March 1g¢»

Illﬂ-i»?&.

|
[lb’rl-ﬁ.‘ lR7.‘l-74.} |

187374,

001 1,000 Towa City
:S‘I’e’c::? 450 400 Keokuk
Birmingl None.| 2471

1,240]
802
2

Burlington. .
Cedur Raplds
Clinton..
Connell

I
Jecorah 1€
Jes Molnes ] 1[(1,:L|i:xxuwn.
):-hlt]‘:l»l:a of F ¢ 8, l‘;l!ed Oak Junction.
Fddy ville.. 8,720) Sabula
"t mll’nulm 2
% odge, |
:::-: Mudﬁ: 4,4(1&_)l;“:nverly
Flenwon 85 West Point,
Grinneil 200 ' Vilion..

600} | Winterset
Total 100,97, 0

This showing of 1874-75 we have an increase of five packing honses,
and an increase in number of hogs packed of 39,193. Pork packing
has become one of the great industries of the State, and large quanti-
ties of cut and cured meats are exported annually, The facilities for
carrying on this branch of business have been so greatly multiplied, the
whole packing trade has been reduced to so perfect a system, that no
particle of the animal is now wasted: all is economized either as food,
or in the form of some commercial product.
heavy capital, gives employment to a great number of men, and as the

future wealth of onr State will come largely through stock growing

every auxiliary should be put forth to secure the very best marketable
breeds,

The business involvesa

1875,
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COMPARATIVE TABLE BY STATES.

the grand aggregntes

of Mess, Prime Mess, Clear, and Rump Pork, together wi

cost, and the

The followiug tables exhibit, by States, for the seasons of 18574-75, and 1873-74 respectively, the nui
and March 1, the average gross welght, average yield par head of lard of all kinds, total product

and general averages of the Wes: in a period of five years.

pounds gross, the

Aggregale cost,

PRICE,

Av. price per
HTOSS,

100 tbs.

1bs.

LARD.

Lard,

SPECIAL MESSAGE.

1874-75.

1873-74.

1874-75.

yield

Ageregate| perhead of| Total product of
all kinds
of lard,

Av

G

{3
L.

WEIGHT,

Aver:
Gross

1874-75.| 157374, —

NUMBER OF
HOGS,

/

|
’IETI'TSI 187374

5,537,121(5,383,810 262,475 205,209 1, 453,859,910 31,933185.502 1

Totals
Grand Totals—

Atlanta, Ga......

Wisconsin ..
Plttsburg,
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OATS,

The general condition of this crop, in June, was one of unusual
thrift, and promised an extraordinary yield. In portions of the State
that promise has been fulfilled. Tt was secured in good condition and
is superior in quality. In other portions vast quantities of the mag-
nificent crop were blown down by the wind storms, and in this condi-
tion were greatly damaged by repeated deluging rains during the period
of its ripening and securing, reducing the prospective yield about seven
per cent. of the whole.

The area in this cereal is nearly 1,000,000 acres, which yielded 35,
000,000 bushels, adding to our wealth not less than $9,000,000, for
the grain alone; to say nothing of the varied, economic uses of the
straw. Twenty-two counties report damages and much loss by storms
and wet weather, and four counties report injuries from the grasshop-
pers. Dickinson and Floyd counties report the average at seventy
bushels per acre; Buena Vista and Cherokee, from thirty to sixty
bushels; three at sixty bushels; Jones, from forty to sixty bushels;
Grundy, from forty to seventy-five bushels; fourteen counties report
the average at fifty bushels; twelve report forty-five bushels; sixteen
veport forty bushels ; seven report thirty-five bushels ; five report thirty
bushels, and seven report from twenty-five to forty-two bushels, Four
counties report the price at thirty-five cents, and but one above this
price ; fourteen report thirty cents ; twenty-six report twenty-five cents,
and fifteen report twenty cents.

Rye, barley, buckwheat and flax have never occupied a prominent
position with our agriculturists, being chiefly grown for home con-
sumption, but in the aggregate they add very materially to our wealth.
Thus, in 1874 the State’s product of rye was 430,652 bushels ; of bar-
ley, 8,468,008 bushels, and of buckwheat, 170,577 bushels. These, at
a fair market valuation, would reach in value $2,323,641.

POTATOES,

The potato is regarded as an indispensable farm product. Next to
corn, from the facility of making, securing and marketing the crop, it
enters largely inte the soprces of revenue of the farm. To illustrate
its value, its increasing importance and demand, the following figures
are appended : .

The first appearance of the erop in the United States census was in
1840, when the yield was reported at 108,208,060 bushels ; in 1860 the
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yield was 103,000,224 bushels, of which Iowa produced only, inclug.
ing sweet potatoes, 252,363 bushels; in 1870 the entire product was
165,047,207 bushels, and of this quantity our State is credited with
5,648,912 bushels, or an increase in ten years of 5,666,649 bushels ; in
1874, 78,017 acres were planted in Towa, yielding 7,590,040 bushels, an
increase in four years of 1,923,390 bushels. Although the present erop
sustained severe damage where planted on low lands, from the contin.
nous wet weather, and was injured by early frosts, yet it was of unpre-
cedented yield, and the yuality was very superior. Tnereasing the
area planted to 80,000 acres as the past year’s cultivation, the yield
will reach the enormous sum of 10,000,000 bushels ; an increase over
the previous year of nearly 2,500,000 bushels, increasing the revenue
of the agricnliarists 2,250,000,

To further illustrate, the following items are appended from various
SOnrces :

Louisa county reports the average at 400 bushels per acre; Ida at
350 bushels; Buena Vista from 100 to 200 bushels per acre; Grandy
from 25 to 100 bushels; four counties report the average at 300 bushels;
three at 250 bushels; one at 180 bushels; and one at 175 bushels;
eleven counties report the average at 200 bushels; eleven report the
average at 150 bushels; ten report the average at 100 bushels; three
report 125 bushels, and ten counties at various averages from 45 to 130
bushels.

The reported injuries from the Colorado beetle and grasshoppers
have been very light in comparison with other years. No apprehen-
sions are felt for an invasion of grasshoppers ia 1876,

The present heavy crop will pay a fair profit even at twenty cents per
bushel, and at the Chicago price, forty cents, will leave an inside mar-
gin for freights and commission. There are varions wavs in which the
arop oan be economically used. In many localities a éood portion of
itis converted into starch, and proves remunerative to the farmer and
manufacturer. Potatoes form a valuable food for all farm stock, and as
they have sometimes formed a considerable item of export, it might be

wise to take due care of the present supply which may be in good de-
mand before another erop is raised.
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The following is a partial statement of the amount exported :

Chieago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway.......... 1,086,325 pounds,
Keokuk & Des Moines Railway..... e R 8,062,080 pounds.
Chicago, Burlington & Quiney, from B. & M...... 3,818,600 pounds.
Contral Railrond of Iows . voaisivearmensnss ot 1,281,000 pounds,
Ilinois Central RalWaY .conssoaeerionms enansins 1,959,800 pounds.

ARTIFICIAL GROVES OF TIMBER.

The census of Towa in 1863 returns 8,360 acres of timber planted;
in 1865, 20,285 acres; in 1874, 46,007 acres, an increase in nine years
of 25,772 acres planted; or about oneifth of the entire amount of our
native timber. This is a gratifying result ¢nd shows that our farmers
are awake to the necessity, and value of artificial groves; and, more
especially, when the rapidity with which not only our own forests but
those of other States are being swept away, is taken into consideration,

1t is estimated that we have, in the United States, of standing pine
timber $20,000,000,000 feet: and although the figures would seem to
indicate an inexhaustible supply, yet it would only require a fow years
to diminish this amount to such an extent that the available lumber
will cost treble what it does now, so great is the destruction of these
fine forests. There are various reasons for this; among them, the un-
usual demand of the past year; the fear of loss by fire, and the
burning of timber; the idleness of an enormous capital invested in
mills, hinery, etc.; the depend of th ds of persons upon
this product for an exi ; the ial greed, and a short
sighted economie policy.

The great want thea is, to profit by the teaching of experience and
provide for fature demands; and not only for the future, but our fields
and orchards demand these trees now to protect them from the severity
of our winters; our flocks and herds need and deserve them; and our
vast prairies send up their petitions for groves to beautify and give
them salabrity.

The increased attention given this subject,—the effort to provide for
the fature; and the practical working of the exemption laws are illus-
trated by reports from the following counties:

* Harrison exsmpts artificial groves and fruit trees to the amount of
$55,513; Grundy $100,000 of its valuation; Cass $06,321 gStory $104,147;
Ringgold, fruit and forests $34,808; Hardin $88,624; Black Hawk in
timber $125,073; Dickinson in timber $100,000; Howard 526 acres of
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fruit and forests at $10,000; lTowa 5727 acres of fruit trees, and 2514
acres of forests, amounting to 875,787; Madison 515} acres of forests at
251,525, and 1152 acres of fruil trees at #57,600; Greene $38,062; But.
ler reports 3406 acres of timber planted, and Shelby at $21,600, or an
actual tax exemption of $432. Total amount as exempted of the above
connties; 989,120, Could we append the total aggregate it would
form no mean item of what Towa is doing in this direction,

To further encourage this important interest, this Society in 1870,
offered & premium of one thonsand dollars, for the best ten acres of
artificial timber payable in 1881; also a premium of two hundred and
fifty dollars, payable in 1878, for the best five acres of orchard. For
the one thousand dollar premium there are four competitors and for the
orchard preminm two competitors. An annual report is required of
the competitors, setting forth the history of the grove aund orchard,
giving all the facts connected with the growth and cultivation. These
have been complied with up to the present time. These reports prom-
ise to be a valuable acquisition to our collected experiences,

COUNTY AND DISTRICT SOCIETIES,

Eighty-six of these organizations have submitted thair reports on the
condition of agriculture in their several counties for the year 1875.
Five new societies have been organized, and seven heretofore on the
records have failed to report.

In too many instances, these official reports are made without any
just appreciation of their value and importance; complaints are fre-
quent that the Secretaries have not time to neglect their own personal
business to attend to this, and we hope some plan will be adopted by
which they will receive compensation for their services, They are re.
quired by law to report upon the condition of agriculture under penalty
if neglected. Let the law also provide that they shall receive a certain
percent of the State appropriation in lien of the total amount being
paid to the Society which they represent,

The fillowing comparative table shows number of Societies report-
ing, number of members, receipts, t paid in premiums, and indebt-
edness, for the years named.

lxm.’xm|1m,lxm.' lB’il.|l§'ﬂ.ilm.| 1874, | 1875,

rt'gl 73 86
21,!38 ﬂlﬂ 20,078 29, [ nm mws 20,101
from
Patd T Promitiie e | i ’étés’?x"#’s%"l"” S
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Reported indebtedness of the Societies, 862,114; showing a decrease
of the debt of nearly $8,000 from the year 1874,

Referring to the abstract, showing the financial condition of these
numerous organizations, it is gratifying to note among many of them
evident sizns of prosperity, while others exhibit lack of interest, and
present lumentable tokens of decay.

From a careful comparison of the several reports within the past few
years, it is obvious that a manifest interest is being maintained in the
annual exhibition of these societies; also a general desire, in the larger
societies at least, for a more thorough system of conducting them, and
a greater degree of solicitude in the arrangement and conveniences for
the comfort of exhibitors, and the eare of stock, the household, the
farm products, and the arts and industries of the country.

The offering of more liberal prizes at the annual Fair, has awakened
a healthy spirit of competition and rivalry, and through their instru.
mentality has been affected in a great degree the improvement of the
stock of the State.

The annual Fairs are doing a good and noble work, giving oppor-
tunity for comparing experiences, for the interchange of thonght, and
for preparing our young men for a better and more successful prosecu-
tion of an advancing agriculture, and therefore they should receive
active aid and encouragement.
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THE SOCIETY'S EXHIBITION IN 1875.

The Twenty-Second Annual Exhibition was held on the grounds of
the Union Agricu tural and Stock Association near the City of
Keokuk, September 27th, 28th, 20th, 30th, and October 1st. The at-
tractive Fair of the previous year had not been forgotten and ample

TINE,

arrangements were made for an unparalleled display of the resour es
of the country than had yet been attempted. Everything was in
superb order for the comfort of exhibitors and visitors, Everything
looked propitious; the members of the Board were united in all that
pertained to its suceess.  The local committee ever ready to acquiesce
in all the requests and demands made by the Board; even more, the
liberality of the citizens of Keokuk in caring for the immcuse con-

LOCATION.

course of people expected, the auspicious opening of the Fair; all these
combined gave cheering promise of the ultimate success.

A review of the whole arrangement on the third morning of the
Fair was highly satisfuctory and encouraging. Fruit and floral halls
were well filled and tastefully arranged.  Fine Art lall, with its
almost unnumbered articles of utility, value and beauty, was crowded.
The grain and vegetable hall was never more worthily filled, and it
was truthfully said that a better exhibition had never been witnessed
in the State, and it might be said on the Continent. All the several
departments of I hold industry were r kably well represented,
The women first decorated the halls, festooning them with evergreens
and adorning them with flowersand works of beauty; and then from
their storehouses, brought forth a host of useful and attractive articles
to fill them, and excite the admiration of every exhibitor, Too much
can not be said in praise of the industry, the skill, and good taste of

TREASURER.

SECRETARY.

s

ittt

|
: 'Z‘ the women who patronize the Fair, and make it the exponent of their
[ best achievements in the arts of the household, kitchen, pantry and
‘ o parlor. - Mechanical hall was well filled with specimens of skill; the
§ display of agrienitural impl ts and hinery, though not as great
}—1 in numbers as the previous year, was unsurpassed in quality. The
- cattle shown were of the best herds in the country; and while there
':: 5 was a decrease in numbers of entries from the Fair of 1874, the exhi-
';' B bition was far superior. Sheep and hogs were well represented, par-
§ |32 ticularly the latter, the display of which was most liberal in quantity
; gg and most excellent in breeds; and in fact, everything that constitutes o
=l State Fair and makes ita benefit tothe public was presented. But
|wax (s contrary to all expectations, and the cheering hopes of the third day,




28 SPECIAL MESSAG o, 26,

Thursday morning, the fourth day, which is commonly regarded as the
particular oceasion for the general attendance of the people, a terrible
rain storm began causing anxiety and even a shade of sadness to per-
vade every exhibitor, visitor and - 1anager of the Fair. This anxiety
and this sadness were intensified, rom the fact that last vear the Fajr
resulted in a heavy loss from a like calamity, and it was hoped that the
Fair of 1875 in its receipts would make up the deficiency. Bat the
uninterrupted rain of Thursday dispelled this hope; whole trains of
cars loaded with people, at a distance in the early morning, arrived,
and their occupants hardly left the levee. The eitizens of Keokuk
who had been timely prepared by the proclamation of the mayor, were
ready to suspend their business, close their doors, and make a grand
galaday for themselves, their employes, and their families, The city
was ready to come out en masse; but none were g0 bold as to face the
terrific rains that fell that day; and the consequence was a deficiency
in the contemplated receipts of not less than $7000. This, as will be
seen by the treasurer’s report, reduced the Society to the point of
bankruptey. Premiums and other expenses remain unpaid, and all
this the result of a single day’s unpropitions weather. The income of
the Society, depending as it does upon the receipts of the Fair, and
which are variable and uncertain, while its expenses are incapable of
much reduction, its financial condition is now as in the past a matter
of anxious concern to its officers and members.

In order that this Society may still continue in the good work it has
already achieved, (and its beneficial influences can be seen on every
hand) it should have ample pecuniary resources, and a numerous body
of earnest working members and supporters,

THE TABLE APPENDED SHOWS THE NUMBER OF ENTRIES IN THE SEVERAL
DEPARTMENTS FOR THE YEARS NAMED :

A e -
ENTRIES, ,mimﬁr‘;mssilwzm’lmflminm]lm]xm}mé:m‘ml

191211373;1374‘1875
I T T 1201167204 $59) 240 236 200
152 106 179) 158) 129) 150 217 i 8| 213

5 sl m] 21| B 150 20 110l 1) 140 78l 2| 53 21y | i) 25

5 ¢
19 B 8| w07 76l asel 118] 38| 1] 10 {

a7 18 28] a3 3| 44! s '

o s 52 41 389y 18l 211

2
@ 5 161 s 1rs) o8
23] 120 1811 21| 25) 470 07| 94 52
20| 42 190 190/ 198 1001 11| 150] 251( 20| 413] o 7’302-’?&2‘% | 708
__[_t7_58_78ﬂ 03| 430/ 519) 700 6051281 1001 16791410 2153 2700/ 2408
011009 104"+ 1107053 27 7 oo 2 3 10 s 10 555
Showing a decrease of 952 entries from the preceding year. In
comparison the greatest decrease is in entries of sheep and swine.

Totals....,

1875.] STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, 29

The following schedule shows receipts, amonnts paid in premiums,
on percentage of receipts, and preminms for the years named:

RECEIPTS,
1556, 1857, 1858, 1850, 1860, 1861 1868, 1881, 1885,
TTOSS.062 88051 S28I8 SAIIG) #R7N 82058 Sl AT 8sR
1867, 1864, 1869, 1570, 7L 572 1571 1575,
$95L 6,082 SI3075  SIL3G 819,160 918691 $12,621
PAID IN PREMIUMS FOR SAME YEARS,
1856, 1857 1858, 1850, 1860, | 186L | 1863 1860, 1505,
B SLOTHI  SLAI2  SLG2 2807 82,065 SB888 S0 SLISS
‘ | | 2 1578, 1571, 1475,
S w0, | s | s ‘ l
187, | 186|180 ‘ il i i 5 .
T I STOI3 S0,808]  Su500 60,007  S10,i061........
7 3 §

The competition of other States resulted in the t‘ollow_ingf t‘hntfn:;w
tion of premiums, and shows that our pet.)ple are not umm.n‘d du ;; 061;
good results arising from the annual Fairs : Iow:a. recj.-x\e ; (,” io,
Tllinois, £2,024; Missouri, $946; Kentucky, 841; Wisconsin, GIC, Bnd .
$10; Pennsylvania, §10; Massachusetts, $10; N.e'w York, $2; ;;nf :;
£335. Total to other States, $3,388. In addition, l'he sun; ; .:‘
hundred dollars was paid by the society to the Homcultulrxf . ?mnu);
towards payment of premiums in that department, and w dn}u K;nn m
included in the above amounts. Other States represented: 9

Minnesota, Nebraska, Michigan, T and Indi in all sixteen

States.
PER CENT OF PREMIUMS PAID,
1856, 1857, ‘ 1858, 1850, \ 1880, ' 1801, ’ 1868, ‘ 1581, ‘ um.—
; i 2 R i I A R W ) ..
i e - e . | .
1 1875,
|y l 187 ’ s, | s !
1867 l 1868, \ 1580, ‘ 1570. | oS
Bl P, s e e Ty B e
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The following table exhibits distribution of preminms in Towa by
counties for the years 1873, 1874 and 1875. In addition to thoge
awarded preminms the counties of Clarke, Cedar, Cass, Dubnque, Fay-
ette, Jasper, Keokuk, Mitchell, Page and Wapello were represented in
the entry hook—in all, forty counties, or an increase of two over the

preceeding Fair:

COUNTIES. ‘m:x. 1874, | 1875, COUMTIES, 1578,

FARZ00 030,00 § 420,00
20000 § j8%, i

§ 50.00,8 25,00/8 8.0 Jeflerson
|

o) Jasper. 11500, 100,
Keok i 16.00]
Louisa 16,00 :
|Linn 1,805.00 Mo 7
500 11800 'Lee . 500 2,170,00/ 1,565,
... 50.00 Luew 50,00 00

Maha
| Aliest

useatine
arton
1ls ...

| Monroe.
o

olk
'l’ollnwulhmle .
;Ncm.t

| Wapello
| Warren
22500 ' Winneshle
| Woodbury .

MEMORIAL.

To the Honorable the General Assembly of the State of Iowa.

The Board of Directors of this Society most respectfully beg leave
to present for your consideration the following memorial :

They ask for it that attention and respect, which the over-shadowing
importance of the subject demands, and they profess themselves ready,
as the representatives of this Society, to present the claims herein set
forth, in such a form as your honorable body may see fit to direct.

Firar.—They claim that our State is, and must continue to be, at
least for many years, mainly an agricultural people ; our mines and
oresare only sudsidiary to the pr of the field. Our manufic-
tures are but in their infancy, and failures, disappointments, and losses
must precede the day when the manufactuver and producer shall be
brought face to face, and the State shall be independent of the looms,
factories, machinery, and the skilled labor of other parts of the world.

The Society which we have the honor to represent was organized in
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1854, Withont aid from the State, it completad the first two years of
its existence. From 1856 to 1872 the State besides pablishing its an-
nual reports, contributed $2,000.00 annually to the Directory to enable
it to accomplish its purpose. In 1873, the legislature under a mistaken
notion of economy, reduced the appropriation to $1,000.00, and at the
special session which adopted the revision of 1873, this was taken
away and the State Society was left'to depend npon its own resources,
not for nsefulness only, but for a bare existence. Your memorialists

conceive that the act of the previous legislation utterly depriving the
State Society ol any appropriations, was passed without due counsider-
ation.

The large majority of that body was made up of farmers, and it is
natural to suppose, that they would not deny to their consistituency
engaged in the same pursuit so small a pittance as $1,000.00 per year,

SecoNn.—As far as your memorialists have been able to gather the
faets, the legislatures of other States and the Parliaments of other gov-
ernments, have esteemed it their highest duty to foster, protect and en-
eourage such an organization as the State Agricultural Society repre-
sents, The question does not seem to be as tothe necessity of aid,
but as to the amount necessary to be appropriated and the manner in
which it shall be expended. All States and Nations from Maine to
Japan, from England through all her dependencies, to every recognized
power in Europe, have felt the need of such an organization, and have
exhibited their appreciation by lavish expenditures of money, by the
employment of the highest talent, by the education of men to the
place where a man was needed, and by showing that money lost in
experiment, was money saved in general practical results. Jowa de-
mands—and your honorable body should see. to it that nothing shall
stand in the way of its accomplishments—the very best effort, of the
very best minds, to control or direct its agricultural advancement.
For the employment of this talent the State must spend its money, and
spend it freely.

Tuiep.—They claim that this Society is the only faithful exponent
of the agricultural wealth of the State. It is not such an element as
it should be ; it has fallen far short of what it could have accomplished

with more favorable surroundings ; but what it Aas done, has been
well done. Its records are classical. To the citizen or stranger, they
are of inestimable value in forming an opinion of what Towa did in
the years, what Towa might have done—and what remains for Towa
yet to do.
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The ntterances of this Society have heen treated with consideration
everywhere over this broad land. It is then, worthy of the largest
encouragement. Your honorable body will express the will of your
constituents by making an annual f\m»mprimi:m, commensurite with
the importance of the interests which this Society has in charge,
Fovrria.—They claim that without efficient aid from the State, the
annual Fairs become dependent upon the weather during the days of
the exhibition. Your memorialists offer $15,000.00 in preminms. The
expenses, with the most eareful economy in the organization and con-
duet of the Fairs, can not be less than from $5,000.00 to $8,000.00,
To pay preminms and expenses, this involves a sum of about $12,000
to $15,000—sixty per cent. of the premiums being the amount usually
awarded and claimed. Should the Fair receipts from side-shows, gate
entrance, refroshment rights, ete,, fall short of the 15,000, by reason
of disastrous weather, then the Society is on the edge of bankruptey
and ruin, The statistics of the finances of the Society will show that
the ratio of expenses to premiums paid, will compare most favorably
with any similar organization in the land. Yet, the State should ex-
tend its strong arm and not allow so grand an instrumentality in pro-
moting so grand an interest as agriculture to depend for its very exis-
tence on the changes of the weather, or mayhap, the caprices of an
isolated community among which its annual Fair is held.
Fiwri—They claim that the comprehensive system, or word, or ex-
pression, agriculture, is a unit. It embraces all the material interests,
and the State Society has recognized this fact. It has employed no
meretricious arts to achieve success. It has ignored all clap-traps, as
balloon ascensions, fast horses, thimblerigging of any kind, to fill its
coffers, while its funds have not been wasted on speed, it has encour-
aged good horses, and paid liberally for their presence, While it has
paid two hundred dollars for a trot, it pays two hundred dollars for
grain aud vegetables, that the humblest farmer may enter the list and
win. It has not stopped here, but the orchard, the work-shop, garden,
studio, laboratory—all the varied departments which make the several
esthetic or mercenary pursuits of man or woman, find a fit position for
their representation.  But this special idea of unification should have
a broader, deeper basis, and a larger sphere of design than is outlined
in the past or present of the State Agricultural Society. Your honor-
able body should, at this present session, appropriate $5,000 annnally
to the Society, leaving the features of the organization, in the main,
without material change. But all legislation should be shaped so that
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in due time it may become a department which shall embrace not only
specific matters in agriculture, but the mechanics and arts of life as
well. At the annual gathering there should be, and there can be, a
display of: 1st, Agricultural products; 2d, Horticultural; 3d, Me-
chanics; 4th, Arts; 5th, Science—all under one management, having
one head, having one foundation and source of life and strength, and
that fountain, the State. They claim that this and much more may be
done, and pray that you may place in the hands of the Society $5,000
per year to aid in its plishment, and your ialists will ever
pray.
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