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REPORT.

To the Eighteenth General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Tag Trustees of the Soldiers’ Orphans' Home, and home for indi-
gent children, as required by law, submit their seventh biennial report.

For the statistics of this institution the General Assembly is re-
spectfully referred to the accompanying report of the Superintendent,
which under appropriate heads conveys exact information concerning
Industrial Pursnits, Buildings, Schools, Library, and Land. The sani-
tary condition of the Home is reported by its skillful physician, Prof.
W. F. Peck, and Col. Horton, Treasurer, submits a financial state-
ment.

Last June the Sixth Annual Conference of Charities was held at
Chicago, and this board delegated thereto Mr. S. W. Pierce, Superin-
tendent of the Home, as a representative of lIowa's charities. Mr.
Pierce's paper, read on that occasion, is appended hereto as a valuable
contribution to the literature of our eleemosynary institutions,

The Trustees take the liberty of asking legislative attention to the
character and interests of the Home, as a general Orphans’ Home and
home for indigent children. It will occur to any observer that there
should be legislation to compel counties to remove indigent children
from the common poor-houses and put them in this Home, where the
elevating influences of health, cleanliness, schools, industry, and re-
finement will prepare them for active life and the duties of good eiti-
zenship.

Older States are just now brought face to face with serious public
problems grown out of pauper-bred populations. It is proven that
from each person reared in a poor-house to adult age spring an aver-
age of three descendants to return to shelter in the poor-house or find
it by compulsion in the penitentiary.

Let our poor-houses remain as asylums for the aged indigents or
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those whom disease or misfortune overtake in life, but let the State
insist, and by law enforce its wish, that the poor-houses shall not be
nurseries for rearing the young amid influences that in each succeed-
ing generation will augment the number of indigents and eriminals in
a rapidly increasing ratio.

By the report of the Superintendent it will be seen that, with a part
of the counties reported, lowa probably has in her poor-houses a hun-
dred children of tender years, of school age, at the period in which
their characters are being formed for good or bad. For this hundred,
hundreds will appear in the next generation to be punished as erimi-
nals or supported as paupers.

Our commonwealth is now at the threshold of this question. Shall
we meeet it wisely? Shall we insist that these children shall be re-
moved from degradation and darkness and brought into the school-
room, taught industry, and become fortified with right principles and
right habits? Or shall we, in every poor-house, establish a pauper
and eriminal nursery and breed and rear a population of hundreds with
no motive in life except to get and eat the bread of dependence or of
erime?

This Board, to remove objections based in cost, has reduced the ex-
pense of maintaining children in the Home from $120 each to $100
per year, and when it is considered that this is for food, elothing, school-
ing, nursing, doctoring, shelter, and a real parental oversight inclusive,
no argument is required to demonstrate the economy of rearing indi-
gent children under the enlightening influences of the Home.

The State cannot afford to ignore these considerations, nor to snub
nor slight the conditions under which this far-reaching charity should
be placed fo secure its greatest success and efficiency.

The buildings are unfit and unsafe for occupancy, with the excep-
tion of the brick cottages and laundry. The old barracks donated hy
the General Government are decayed and endanger the health of the
inmates, while they burden the funds of the Home to keep them warm
in winter and wholesome in summer. The Superintendent has indi-
cated the wants of the Home in buildings and lands, and the Board
very earnestly urges the appropriation of the amounts and for the pur-
poses named in his report. The offices, sewing-room, library, recep-
tion and reading rooms, Superintendent’s quarters, dining-hall, and
kitchen should be under a common roof, in a general headquarters’
building, and the rotting and repulsive wooden cottages should be re-
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placed by such substantial, pleasant, comfortable, and ¢leanly build-
ings as the brick cottages now upon the grounds. Unless this is done
the State will so impair the efficiency of the Home as to render its ex-
tinction only a question of time. That the State cannot afford this
we are so confident that we again urge an intelligent investigation
of the subject, believing that enlightened public selfishness will
compel the development of the Home to its broadest capacity for use-
fulness,

With accommodations upon a proper scale, we would suggest as an
outline for further legislation that the Assembly should provide that
when a certain number of taxpaying citizens petition the board of
supervisors for removal of indigent children from the poor-house to
the Home, the board shall without option order such removal.

Such legislation will remove from the boards of supervisors a re-
responsibility they are now averse to assuming and put it where it be-
longs, upon the tax-payers, and the State’s poor children, who have in
their undeveloped brains and bodies all the mighty possibilities which
are the endowment of humanity, will be thereby put into a genial and
friendly atmosphere to be prepared for useful and honorable lives.

Joux P. Irisn,

C. C. HorroNn, 2Trustas.
Sera P. Bryanr,




SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT,

e

To the Honorable Board of Trustees of the Iowa Soldiers’ Orphans’
Home and Home for Indigent Children :

GentLEMEN—I have the honor of presenting to you atthis time a
I'a%t of this institution for the bmnn}i’nl period closing September 30,

The number of children in attendance October 1, 1877. .. cvvviinrinriinn,. 180

The number of children admitted. .. cvosceicrsorrarrrvrsssronnsnsorsses ;09
RELORMERRID . ¢ &0 o vui branssdairbens anrens B ke et TR .. 240
The nnmber of children discharged.........ccvivivniaiiinn. e L ng
The number of children in attendance September 30, 1879............. 130
There are 68 boys and 62 girls. Of these, 92 are soldiers’ orphans,
and 38 indigent ogi)shans ’lElvl;nt different counties have sent us in
all 62 mdlgent children. Twenty-four of these have been discharged.
The 38 remaining are from 15 counties, as follows:
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The average monthly attendance has been 148, The average age is
11 years. ere are two children 3 years old, and six that are 15. The
number of applications for admission of children has been ter du-

ring the past six months than for a like period during the last five years.
There are to-day scores of poor, neglected children in our state, grow-
ing up without the care, education, and training that would save them
from vice and crime. Many a noble widowed mother, within my
knowledge in needy circumstances and feeble health, would never
cease to be duly grateful to the State if it would educate and care for
her younger children for a few years. If this be not done, many of
them wilr row up in ignorance and vice. It is a sad fact that not one
in ten of the children twelve years old and upwards, sent here, can read
in the first reader. Good homes are readily found for indigent
orphans that have blue eyes, soft hair, sweet dispositions, and sound
bodies and minds; but the dull, ill-favored, ill-tempered, indolent ones
are not wanted, and are often sent to the poor-house. From the age
of two to sixteen, the child’s character is formed. The mind is then
plastic, and may be easily shaped to good orevil resolves, The sur-
rounding world is a schouffnll of teaching, and they learn from it. If all
dependent children were placed under the care of those whose primary
object is the promoting their physical, mental, and moral welfare
rather than secking any personal emolument, and to this were added
the teaching of thorough habits of industry, their fufure interests
would be subserved. [If a child is vicious or criminal, it is sent to a
reform-school, if deaf and dumb, blind, or idiotic, to the proper insti-
tution. 1, however, it has all its faculties complete, wifh eyes and
ears wide open, but is so_unfortunate as to be poor, what is done with
it? In too many cases it is let alone, or perhaps helped just enough
to keep it just where it is. In more cases it is sent to a poor-house,
there to be tainted by associations often with vile men and women,
and deprived of even a common-school education,

This is a sin against God and humanity. The prevention of erime
is one of the great questions of to-day. If we care for the children
%operly, the men and women of the future will care for themselves.

e need only to note the condition of the older States, as a result of
neglecting to properly care for and train np their indigents, The
facts in regard t«idpunperism and resulting erime in the states of Ohio,
New York, and Massachusetts are starthng. Asa State, Jowa must
meet this question, sooner or later. There are to-day 67 children in 14
out of 40 of the poor-houses of this state,

The Home in all its departments is in good condition. The schools
are thoroughly graded and divided into two departments, of three
grades each. They ave presided over by two faithful, competent teach-
ers.  Promotions from a lower to a higher grade are made at the end
of each term according to the result of thorough examinations. Chil-
dren do not attend school under six years of age. Sehool is in session
five and a-half hours a day, for five «Knys in the week, and nine months
in the year. One hour each evening is devoted to study in the several
cottages. The older boys are not in school from April 1st to October
Ist, as they are needed at farming and gardening.  Reading, writing,
apehmg, arithmetic, ﬁeogmphy. grammar, U.8. history .and physiology
are thoroughly taught. ~Voecal music is tanght o part of each year.
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i ] e chapel each Sabbath morning, and
Sabbf}::l;:coll‘ l%aﬂﬁ:h)muf:gnwon.' All children and adults have
m to an excellent library of 1300 volumes of well-selected books,
which are highly prized and thoroughly read. The matron keeps up
a co ndence with the children after they leave the Home, that

e ma ow where they are and how they are doing, and aid them
l‘)" con{mel and advice. Ninety-nine per cent. of those over twenty
. old are good citizens to-day. From what 1 know of their an-

{.'::s and natural inclinations, Ivfeol that fully ten per cent. of them,
hadtale been left to shirk for themselves, without the education and
traini yof this Home, would to-day have been supported as criminals.
I feel that each employe is earnestly laboring for the present and fn-
ture igood of the children under their care and instruction.

The grounds inclosed by the buildings have been greatly improved

ing and planting 200 choice shade-trees. The children oceupy
five different éotta:ges. The girls occupy buildings and playgrounds

i ym the boys.
mt’%ﬁfds::ﬁll.:rﬁs:illdmn aie in buildings by tlnemst_.:lves. the larger by
themselves, and the medium-sized by themselves, Each cottage is cal-
culated to contain twenty-five children, and is in charge of a compe-
wel“;hthc?o:tl:?:glu\‘:’;hing. and ironing are done in buildings used only
for those purpt;ses. The children and employes take their meals in
one large common dining-hall. The ladies in charge of cottages wait
upon l:feir respective families, and the childven in turn ntteml to the
wants of the ladies when at their meals. An abundant supply of
well-cooked, wholesome food is provided at regular intervals. m;t is
very freely used throughout the year. Children never go to their
meals or to school with clothes or unwashed faces and hands.

Careful attention is paid to cleanly, orderly habits. Thorough bath-
ing and clean linen are attended to at least once each week. Il chil-
dren are furnished with the necessary articles of clothgugl. as often as i
needed, to keep them well clothed, neat, and tidy. Each child’s gar-
ments are all plainly marked. Each child has a Sunday suit entire.

Sleeping apartments and school-rooms are well ventilated. Care is
taken to properly develop tl;el hysical, mental, and moral natures,

i inmates is as follows:
Thﬁoilfrgxfzsm beans, brown bread, white bread, and butter,
three times a week. Oat meal and milk, bread, and syrup, twice, Po-
tato soup, bread and syrup, and apples, once. Codfish, bread and but-
les, one morning. .
urﬁ’m;%pe::—\fegetable gmp. bread and butter, coleslaw or pickles,
and apples, once a week. Hash, bread and butter, baked potatoez,
ickles, and apples, twice. Noodle sonp. baked potatoes, bread an

g::tter, and apples, once. Bean soufw. bread and syrup, pickles and ap-
ples, twice a week. On Sllndufy'r:h»rzgd undl(llm) X t)m or cake, baked
apples, raw apples, and a of the time cold meat. .

y or su p:tgg-Breml anmlk. with gingerbread, three times a week.
Mush nns milk, corn bread, white bread, once.  Bread and milk, warm
rusk, once, Bread and milk. Wit]l.‘l auggzr,h cnoknes,dnnd baked apples,
once.  For luncheon, Sundays, cake and cheese, and appl )

n'(i‘eiae above is the regular iietary. but in addition to tmdunng the

2
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season of green fruits and vegetables, their tables are supplied with
sweet potatoes, green corn, tomatoes, string-beans, peas, grapes, mel-
ong, and berries, i

The limited number and dilapidated eondition of the most of our
buildings are such that it is very difficult to conduet the institution as
we desire, The old buildings have been made as comfortable and re-
spectable as possible; yet their condition is such that the prospect for
the coming winter is anything but pleasant to those who must spend
another winter in them. The two new brick cottages are very com-
fortable, and are occupied by the girls. They are greatly overcrowded,
as we have 62 girls in them, whicﬁlis 12 more than the most they were
built to accommodate, We are, we fear, forced to put some of our
girls into a building not suitable or safe to live in, as we have several
urgent applications for admission of girls. Our school-rooms are only
moderately comfortable.  We have not proper accommodations for our
employes, or for visitors. None of our old buildings are suitable for
children or employes to live in during another winter, and their condi-
tion is such that repairs are useless. It will be remembered that the
State has never yet made an appropriation for new buildings for this
Home. We have struggled along for the last fourteen years in these
buildings, given by the g}t:nerul government to this Institution. They
were cheu[ﬁy built, and have done good service, till they now should
be abandoned as soon as possible, The time has come when a liberal
appropriation must be made for the erection of new buildings for the
use of this institution, if it is to be continued. Our location is an ex-
cellent one. The grounds are nicely rolling. beautiful, and attractive,
well covered with shade-trees and supplied with a never-failing stream
of water. Well water is also never-failing and abundant, and of the
best quality. Sewerage and surface drainage are perfect. Street-cars
run to our gate. Steam cars stop at a station fifty rods from our gate,
We are two and a-half miles from the post-office,

The sanitary condition of the Home is and has been most excellent.

here has been almost entire freedom from sickness, except for a few
weeks, while we were visited with the measles. There were 47 cases of
measles, all of which resulted entirely satisfactorily. There has been
no death, with an average attendance of 148, The last death was in
December, 1876,  During the year 1878 one of the cottage managers,
& Mrs. Turner, from Ohio, who had been with us but a week, was taken
?ick, and after a brief illness died, leaving us all to greatly mourn her
088,
For further particnlars in_sanitary matters, you are respectfully re-
ferred to the report of Dr. W. F. Peck, our physician, who has ‘ever
attended promptly to all our wants when in need of a physician.

The various industries of the Home are under the thorough supervision
of the superintendent and matron, aided by all the employes. Each child,
old enough to be useful, is each day regularly employed at some use-
ful labor, suited to its age and strength.  as weil as capability.
Each child has certain hours, each day, for work, play, and study.
Raising small fruits, gardening, and farming employ the older boys
the most of the year. Broom-making and carpentering have given
employment to a part of our bogs. e need other l"nl::lgutztries estab-
lished, but for want of sufficient funds we have not been able to at-
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tempt them. The girls are taught to do all kinds of general house-
worﬂ, to make and mend girls’ and boys' clothes, and to wash and iron,
and a few each year are tanght to cook. They do a great amount of
work, and do it cheerfully and well. They do all the ironing of the
children's clothes, all the dining-room work, and a good share of the
kitchen work. The following articles of clothing have been cut and
made in our sewing department: Coats, 232: pairs pants, 332; ||num
drawers, 282: chemise, 246; night-gowns, 150; skirts, 122; sun-bon-
nets, 104; cloaks, 45; sacques, 24; waists, 53; dresses, 420; aprons, 558;
shirts, 575; vests, 6. They have also knit on our machine during the
last twelve months 114 pairs socks and 112 pairs hose. The smaller
boys do their own housework, and much of their own mending.

{%e have cultivated three acres of garden vegetables, one and a-half
acres of strawberries, one acre of raspberries, one-half acre of grapes,
ten of corn, and two of potatoes. This work has been done without
employing a farm-hand, the boys having done all but the plowing.
The book-keeper has charge of the boys when at their work.

We have rented for cultivation during the past three years ten and
a quarter acres of land adjoining us on the south. We frmtly need
more land for cultivation, as but eight acres of our own land can be
cultivated. The importance of systematic labor and training for de-
pendent children in trades or farm labor is equally important with in-
struction in chapel or school-room. Among the surest safeguards
which children can have, when they leave this institution, 1s the
thoroughly formed habit of constant, uniform labor.

In accordance with instructions given by a resolution adopted at
your meeting in June last, I attended the sixth annual conference of
charities, hiﬁﬁ in Chicago, June 10, 11, and 12, as a delegate from this
institution; and at the request of the president of the conference read
a paper setting forth the condition and working of this institution,




The following shows the iture of the balance of the i- . :
ety the. Sirtoenth Goncat sl o S50 For s The following shows the receipts and expenditures of the library fund —
improvements, and repairs :— 8

RECEIPTS. Cash on hand October 1, 1877, .. c.ocvevrrires cnnnniinananas $ 1056

Balance—cash on hand October 1, 1877, .« v vt evrrussveasasennnnnn £1,702.44 Cash from C. C. Horton, Treasurer. . .c.c. sev voceensinans 200.00

EXPENDITURES, Total receipts. .. o cvoverenravissaisssisnaiars tianis & 21076
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BOUBL OXDERAIETITOR. & v o.c su o vxin s o manes bmaomean o D $1,702.44
ol The live stock consists of 4 horses, 15 cows, 2 calves, 32 hogs and

The following shmm the expenditur nfadal appropriation made . oats, 12 pigs, and 100 fowls.
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The following is an itemized statement of incidental expense ac-
count:

FPOT POBLARE. < ¢ o0 vovsnconnssnosnsosnssassossaoassssnnsvssnsnnnsssos $ 23802
For horse ecar, and railroad, and hotel ........ocoviinenniins 2 44.40
For freight and eXpress........oooocienerinrrssissenssaain D 16.02
For bees and apiary supplies. ......ocoiien iy 80.00
For berry DOXes. .« coooviseciirsnmanss ans s 13.56
For seeds and tools. . .....covvvins ; for 2778
For fire-works. .. ..cccvers vons 3 76.25
For fire-extinguisher and pump e 51.50
For varions sundries........ .. 11094
For printing.............. . o 5 15.50
gor t;arness rspnira. L %g:;g
or and wagon rep TS,

For hg%y-shoe n .............. 63.75
For games and Christmas gifts. 04.08
For Insurance. ......ceo0ssenuses ; 102.50
Forrentof land... ... «oue - 116.95
For laundry and machinery. .....coooovvivemmriiinsoanns ol s 1,930.27

L G L R S K e T e T $3,074.57

The fi below show the quantities used of the following articles
during tﬁe biennial period:

POUnts MBRY. : 5.5 svsssssosnsi 15444
Pounds pork TR T (R 11448
POunds meRl. <o -coorseansseains 10400
Pounds butter 4007
Barrels AOUr. ...c.v:00..

Barrels sugar....... ..

Barrels npples
Barrels beans. .
Gallons syrup. .
Gallons vinegm‘

Yards cotton cloths. . .......... 5258
GRltons MLk, .. ..oviiverinniss Yards coat and pantls goods. ... 1089

NUMBER OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYES, AND THEIR SAI.ARIE&

SALARY FER MO.

l Suporlntendant ................................................. $100.00
............... e DU R R et SR R R Pt 1T

1 Physlcian ................ I T s S SRS 33.33
T A INRE e - s SRty w0 B i & R R ALY BB 5 8 0.6 416 3 5, 44,00 Nmos 4 25.00
5 Cot IBIACNEEBRBIRE . oy b s v vaBabh e s nae wiCRIERTR gasgis 20,00
1 Housekeeper. ........ TR T 0 s A R T E 6 s 3 A Ba) 6 S Fio o N R e 12,00
1 Laundry manager............. SN PN AR s AR e i S R 15.00
S BORIUNEPONE -« i it e 5 € S Sivdn b s e T T R A nEE ok AR . 12,00
} {!ook-kewwr and assistant. .. .. b T Bl RE A 20.00
......................................... RSO .

1 Carpenter and englnear ........... Y R LT o oy s SOF e S 26,00
1 Laborer and teamste: = P e e ey rans s ek e v s e S GO0
U DB WORBAR IV .. &' o wta ke % a ik 5.8 o 524558 5.0 » b 8L e R et 2800
1 Supeﬂnmdant uwing-room ......... ES i Sha s Ee e AN S e 15.00
16‘?"'“&5 ...... T, R T cussRpeiarars’ L JO00
perintendent Kitehen dining— R oy T R i<y 20.00

1 Assistant superintendent kitchen and dining-hall. . ... e 10.00
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STATEMENT,
Showing the Total Receipts and Expenditures from October 1, 177, to Sep-
30, 1879 :
RECEIPTS

Cash on hand Oc tober e R T L e 8 2481.83
Cash from R. P. Spear, Treasurer, industrial fund...... 450.00
Cash from R, P. 8 Treasurer, general fund. ... .... 14,075.00
Cash from C. C. fforton. O L TR .o 21,03508
Cash from C. C. Horton, improvem't and furniture fund  3,000.00
Cash from C. ¢. Horton, library fund......... ......... 200.00
Cash from all other SOUTCeS. .« v. vaveerossirsrasirasias 1,224.85

SRR TOOBEEIE s <o oo vooons sy wasd sovasms s annssanss $43,367.01

EXPENDITURES.

For groceries and provisions. . ....cooovs cvvmnisnaiees $ 0467.06
For salaries and lap)ur ........................ BT 12,080,790
OB CIOBIIIRE: » < o »'s = v'oainalnormnis ainnshsnsamenyessoseyssons 4,070.63
For 1mpruvement.s ANA TEPRITS . s« vosasvvssasvenvsiossres 257773
P T T R e T T 1,813.80
For incidental eXPENBes. .« ...vvovueiarensenisviessvoss 8,084.57
For books and stationery......coecerovioniiirciinaaes o 45049
For drugs and medicines. .. ..cocoieeiiimnesiisanni, 219.50
OF BVRBEORN 5 ¢ 2750 0 505 10550 S o3 w0 ¥os Hoi0e mahpseionse . 110401
1 S A R e A 1,870.84
WOE HIHEE. < - 50s dsat v s b ameias Koo admnmalesnspl Xale xatine 170.19
RO IDEREY . < in5 50705 50 6355 £as ¥ 52 5 manns 4 brom o pgs aWlva'e 139,13
For industrial PUEBUItE. . ... o« <ions -Vryovh angemes oo s 400,80

Total expenditures. ..... e A i I e WS : $30,304.50

General fund.......8 3,102.72
Balance cash on hand Oct. 1, 1819] lmprovmt fund. “.gg 8 4,008.11
ibrary A
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A TABULAR
Of Monthly Receipts and Expenditures on account of the Iowa Soldiers’

STATEMENT

Orphans' Home at Davenport from Oct. 1, 1877, to Sept. 50, 1879.
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After a full and careful consideration of the needs of this institu-
tion, with a desire to make as limited requests as possible, I request
that the following amounts be asked for as special appropriations for
the coming two years:

For eight new cottages. .......covveravrisvssrsssssrssvisnscenss $16,000
For the erection and partial completion of one central building 15,000
Kot ofio Seho0 l-DIMMMNE, .o s o o0 voveesvnss absd nunsas inssoranee 4,000
For DIcHSsB O IARE, <5 oo s v 5y v vies 16 0 5 006 gaisihas s s s Bawvdes 9.4 5,000
Ror Inouatril DUDRUIES. .« .o.c00 s spionaseonensensonnssinesninia 1,300
B 0P SEDEERL TRINMIES: ==+ « viosvins.owiinsn s v onswsassspnwis e KESHNS o 1,500
o L D S Sy A TR Ny e 3,000
OR TIRIRTY « <inns it dep e i balncois s & §anect Wik amns 4 EuieRba b obes
R T S PRSI Y. SRS e $46,000

I wish to call your attention to the plan upon which Michigan is
conducting her Orphans’ Home, as I believe 1t to be the best within
my knowledge, and recommend that a similar plan be adopted by Iowa
as s(l)‘on as practicable, that Iowa may take her place in this important
work.

Since writing the above, a letter has come to hand from Bousquet
& Ryan, of Pella, Iowa, informing me that Jacob L. Bouman, de
left the sum of $300 as a bcguest to this institution. This is cheering
news to all friends of the Orphans’ Home. The time is near when
others will remember the institution in a similar manner.

Thanks are due the clergy of the city for their kindness in preach-
ing in turn to us on Sabbath afternoons. We also wish to return
thanks to the C,, R. 1. & P. R. R. and the Davenport & St. Paul R. R.
for the many favors granted. We return thanks to the publishers of
the following for donations of the same: Davenport Gazette, daily ;
Davenport Democrat, daily ; Des Moines State Register, daily (a Yn.rtml
donation) ; State Press, lowa City ; The Presbyterian, Philadelphia ;
Cleveland Herald; Hartford Courant; Lippincott's Magazine; Wes-
tern Rural, Chicago ; Clinton Herald; Eraminer and Express, Lan-
caster, Penn.; Arthur’s Home Magazine; Christian Union, N. Y.
National Republican, Washington, 'D. C.; American Agriculturist;
Burlington Hawkeye, weekly; Home Weekly, Xenia, Ohio; Grand
Il(*ids Eagle; The Christian Woman, Philadelphia.

hanking you, gentlemen, for ch;ur counsel and support in the per-
formance of my duty, I submit this, my sixth biennial report, for your
consideration.
Yours respectfully,

S. W. Pierc, Supt.
Davenport, Towa, Sept, 30, 1879, 3
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

—

MuscaTiNg, Sept. 30, 1879.

To the Board of Trustees of the Iowa Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home, and
Home for Indigent Children.

GexTLEMEN — | have the honor herewith to hand you my biennial
report of funds received and disbursed, as Treasurer of the Home, from
the ninth day of June, 1878, to the thirtieth day of September, 1879,

inclusive.

Q. C. HorTON, in acconnt with State of Towa :

DR.
1878, F
June 9. To Auditor’s warrant, for library............... $ 100,00
June 9. To Auditor's warrant, repairs. . ....occoovieena 1,000.00
June 9. To Auditor’s warrant, furniture................ 200,00
June 9. To Aunditor’s warrant, reimburse support fund.. 1,800.00
June 9. To Auditor’s warrant, I. Kirk & Son............ 425,00
Tune 9. To received R. P. Spear, Treasurer,....ove avvue 1,480,00
July 10. To Auditor's warrant, support fund............. 1,450.00
Aug. 8. To Auditor's warrant, support fund............. 1,400.00
Sept. 3. To Aunditor's warrant, support fund............. 1,370.00
Oct, 7. To Auditor's warrant, support fund............. 1,330.00
Nov. 16. To Aunditor’s warrant, repairs. ........covsviees. 500,00
Nov. 16. To Auditor's warrant, mmii&m BN T s wa s 300.00
Dec. 24. To Auditor’s warrant, support fund............. 1,088,538
1879, =
Jan. 10, To Auditor’s warrant, support fund............. 2,422.50
Feb, 6. To Auditor’s warrant, support fund.... ........ 1,141.06
Feb. 9. To Auditor’s warrant, library.................. 100,00
Mar. 7. To Auditor's warrant, support fund............. 1,120,106
April 5. To Auditor'’s warrant, support fund............. 1,124.990
ng 5. To Anditor’s warrant, support fund..... TR, 1,120.82
June 7. To Auditor's warrant, improvement fund....... 1,000.00
June 7. To Auditor’s warrant, support fund............. 1,183.82
July 25. To Aunditor's warrant, support fund .... ....... 1,196.00
Aug. 25. To Auditor's warrant, support fund............ 1,168.83
Sept. 6. To Auditor’s warrant, support fund ........... 1,120.82
b e S A e LS AP SRR QPR i) $25,135.08
CREDIT.

By amount paid S. W. Pierce, Superintendent, by order of

Board of Trustees.........ccooociiiiiiiins covinn. $25,135.98

3 [ e R S R e $25,155.03

Respectfully submitted,
o : Cuas. C. Hortox, T'reas.
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT.

To the Board of Trustees of the Iowa Soldiers’ Orphans” Home :

DurixG the two years which have intervened since my last biennial
report, the health of the children has been comparatively good. No
disease in epidemic form, except measles, has invu@e«l the institution.
In the spring months of 1878, there occurred considerable sickness on
account of the introduction of measles from Polk county. Two chil-
dren were permitted to enter too soon after the acnte stage of the dis-
ease had subsided, and as a consequence the germ was propagated to
the extent of confining forty-seven (47) of the inmates. It was several
months before the sequelw of the epidemic entirely passed away. No
serious complications developed in any of the cases. All of them
fully recovered. So far as | am able to determine, all of the children
have now had this as well as most of the epidemic diseases of child-
hood, not including scarlet fever. Vacecination has been thoroughly
performed, and all are now considered reasonably safe against the in-
luence of small-pox. Malarial diseases have quite prevalent in
all parts of the Mississippi valley during the period comprised by this
report; but only two cases of bilious fever have originated in the
Home. Taking this fact and comparing it with the peculiarly favor-
able season for generating epidemic germ diseases, the location of the
institution is eonsidered salubrions and healthful. There have been
two cases of fractures of the bones of the lower extremities. Both cases
recovered with useful and undeformed legs. Sore eyes, formerly so
prevalent, are now rarely seen. One important fact should be men-
tioned concerning the “eye cases™ of the past. In no instance has a
child left the Home with defective vision, which originated in the in-
stitution.

I have thoroughly looked after the hygienic condition of the sur-
roundings of the children, and have found them uniformly good ex-
cept in one important particular, viz.: the sub-homes (cotta’Fss) of
most of the children cannot be commented upon with favor. The old
cottages are very poor, and in their present condition badly, very badly,
adapted to the needs of the children. Should we pass another winter
without the oceurrence of considerable lung fever, bronchitis, diph-
theria, colds, ete., ete., I will be much surprised. New cottages, like
the two erected at a small cost about two years since, are wanted. [
trust, for the sake of the children, that you will be able to efficiently
attract the attention of the people’s representatives to this great and
pressing want of the institugon.

The food and clothing are of good quality, and in quantity ample.
I desire to express my appreciation of the valuable services of the su-

rintendent and matron. In every particular have I found Mr. and

rs, Pierce ready to do their utmost for the comfort and welfare of
the inmates,

Yours, respectfully,

: W. F. Prck. Surgeon.
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APPENDIX.
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A PAPER READ BEFORE THE ASSOCIATION OF CHARITIES OF CHICAGO, BY
8. W. PIERCE, OF DAVENPORT, IOWA, JUNE 11, 1879.

quested by the Trustees of the Towa Soldiers’ Or-
hglfs‘:[ggml::e:nd ome for indigent children, to represent them in
{his body, 1 will say briefly that this institution, located at Davenport,
was or, a’nized, in 1863, as a home for soldiers’ orphans, Since then
9300 soldiers’ orphans have enjoyed the comforts, education, and train-
ing of this institution. In July, 1876, it was opened to all indigent
children, and now as soldiers’ orphans go out county orphans come in
and take their places. The present enrollment is 142. Ninety-eight
are the orphans of soldiers, and forty-four are county orphans.  Their
ages range from four to fifteen. Bighty-two are boys, and sixty are
girls. ildren are now sent to us through the supervisors of the
several counties in the state. They are received as young as two years
old, and can remain with us till they are sixteen, when they are re-
turned to a parent or guardian. An extended correspondence is kept
up with them after they leave us, with a view to know where they all
are and how they are doing, as well as to keep up the homelike feeling
and relations begun at the institution. o I
The Home is conducted upon the cottage g)lan. The buildings in-
close about six acres in the central portion of a beautiful twenty-acre
tract, and are built in the form of a hollow square, all facing the cen-
ter. They were originally government barracks, in use during the
late war. In many cases children, while in the Home, have occupied
the same building that their fathers occupied while waiting marching
orders. The buildings were given to the State by the General Govern-
ment to be used as a home for soldiers’ orphans. At this time they
are rather dilapidated, except a chapel, two new brick cottages, and a
laundry, recently built at a cost of $9,000. These buildings are neat,
substantial, and comfortable, and are located with a view of erecting
others from time to time, as we have the means, till a complete collec-
tion of neat cottages shall be built on each side of one central admin-
istration building. The cottage plan is not the most showy, but is
the most comfortable and healthful. If it is the more expensive to
maintain, for help, food, fuel, lights, general repairs, etc., it 18 the less
for physicians and medicines. Its successful management requires
greater labor on the part of superior and subordinate officers, but the
children are more readily gradese and classified, and it is more healthful
and homelike. My experience leads me to say that T think the cot-
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tage plan far preferable to the congregate or hotel plan, for public in-
stitutions. ) ‘
The allowance per annum for each child supported is $100, and this
we spend.  Attention is given to industrial pursuits to as t an ex-
tent as our limited means will allow. Tl_u; principal employments of
the boys are farming, gardening, and raising small fruits; while the
irls are employed at ﬁm’tting, sewing, ll‘Onlll%. cooking, and general
ousework. There are belonging to the Home forty acres of land; from
ten to twenty acres of other land are rented for cultivation. 1t is our
aim to see that no child spends any time in idleness. The children are
taught for nine months in the year in graded schools of a hl&}l order.
The health of our children has always been remarkable, e have
never had a case of diphtheria or scarlet or typhoid fever. From
August, 1869, to January, 1873—three years and five months—with an
average daily attendance of 308, we had no death. For the last two
and a-half years, with an average dail y attendance of 140, we have had
no death. Our work is steadily gaining ground, as the masses become
familiar with its success. County officials are often afraid of the ex-
nse to their county, and so decline to send needy children to us,
e average legislator is willing to provide for the maintenance of
penal institutions, because he must, in order to é)rotect his home and
ittle ones.  Yet he too often sees no necesm&y or sustaining charita-
ble institutions. Of those cared for in our ome, ninety-nine per cent
have become useful citizens, From what 1 know of the ancestry and
natural inclinations of our inmates, I feel that ten per cent of them,
had they been left without the education, training, and care of this
Home would to-day have been supported as criminals. 1 wish to raise
my voice for war against allowing children to be supported in alms-
houses.  Like begets like, County officials need educating in this mat-
ter. The masses need it. Legislators need it.

The children are the hope of the State and nation. [ trust that we
may each gain renewed strength by our intereourse here, and be better
rrepn.red to infuse into the masses, and all in authority in our land, a
asting purpose to protect, care for. and roperly educate the unfortu-
nate poor, and especially the youth. This duty we owe to them and
to ourselves. It is a noble work. [t is Christ-like and will be suc-

cessful,

Soldiers’ Orphans' Home and Home Jor Indigent Children, Daven-
port, Towa, June 1, 1579,




