SECOND BIENNIAL REPORT

OF THE

TRUSTEES, SUPERINTENDENT AND TREASURER

OF THE

v Mate ASyhm o Feebe-Ninded Chike

AT

GLENWOOD.

OCTOBER 1st, 1879.

[PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.)

DES MOINES:
F. M. MILLS, STATE PRINTER.



i
1
M
i
| 8
;
I‘
I
'i

| :
'

R
(i
{

"

IRy

4
!
!
|
|

IOWA ASYLUM l
For FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN,
GLENWOOD, Oct. 1, 1879, |

To His ExcernrLescy, Joan H. Gear, Governor qf.' lowa:

Str—I have the honor of transmitting herewith a copy of the sec-
ond biennial report of this institution for the use of your Excellency
and of the Legislature.

Very respectfully,
0. W. ArcuiBALD, Sec’y Board of Trustees.
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TRUSTEES' REPORT.

7% Tue GoverNor AND MEMBERS oF THE EIGHTEENTH GENERAL As-
SEMBLY OF [owa:

Tae Board of Trustees for the Asylum for Feeble-Minded Children
respectfully offer the following as their biennial report of the condi-
tion of said institution:

The Board, which was elected by the Seventeenth General Assem-
bly, met in their first regular session at the Asylum in Glenwood, on
the 24th of April, 1878, and organized by electing Mr. J. M. Hiatt, of
New Sharon, President, E. R. 8. Woodrow, Resident-trustee of Glen-
wood, Treasurer, and Dr. O. W. Archibald, Superintendent of the
Asylum, Secretary.

The Treasurer's bond was fixed in the sum of ten thousand dollars
($10,000), which was duly approved and filed as required by law.

Having organized, we re-elected Dr. O. W. Archibald, the former
Superintendent, to the same position; also re-elected his wife, Mrs. S.
A. Archibald, Matron, she having served in that capacity for the pre-
ceding two years. We proceeded to examine the condition of the property
of the State connected with the institution, and found everything in as
fair condition as could possibly be expected, considering the disadvanta-
geous circumstances under which predecessors in office had been forced
to labor for the previous two years, on account of the financial difficul-
ties that beset the Asylum.

The main building was in tolerable condition, but needing repairs on
the inside in the shape of new floors and new plastering in many of
the rooms.

There were no stables or barn, and the facilities for procuring water
for the inmates of the Asylum,as well as for the stock on the place,
were wretched, there being no other resort but to haul it in barrels
nearly a quarter of a mile.

The fences around the building and the grounds, owned by the in-
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stitution, were poor and afforded scarcely any protection whatever
from stock running at large.

The legislature had appropriated sufficient money to pay off all de-
ficiencies, and had given us sufficient means wherewith to accom-
plish some very much needed improvements. The first and most im-
portant thing demanded by theexigencies of the Asylum, was more
room.

The sum of thirty-five hundred dollars ($3,500) had been appropri-
ated for a new school-room and gymnasium. The Board advertised
for sealed bids for the construction of a two-story brick building 30x60
feet. The contract was awarded in May, 1878, to Messrs. Graham &
Strayer, of Glenwood, both honest, practical mechanies, who immedi-
ately began the work in accordance with the terms of the contract.

In the month of September the building was finished and accepted
by the Board. 1In justice to the builders, and to the credit of the State,
we are proud to say that they constructed a strong, durable, substan-
tial building, complying with the requirements of the contract, both
in its letter and spirit, and one which the Board think is a model in its
comforts and conveniences, as well as in the cost. Though not as large
and commodious as the necessities of the institution required, yet it
was the largest and best we could build out of the limited allowance
made by the General Assembly for that purpose.

The Board also have constructed a frame laundry at a cost of seven
hundred and fifty dollars ($750), and a comfortable little barn, 25x40 feet,
at a cost of three hundred and seventy-five dollars (8375), appropriations

having been made therefor. Both were built in a workman-like man- -

ner, and are well worth the money they cost, though, as with the
school-room and gymnasium, they are too small for the necessities of
the Asylum. However, we used the money intrusted to our care to the
very best possible ‘advantage, and completed every improvement an-
thorized by the Acts of the Seventeenth General Assembly by strictly
adhering to the law and the obligations of our office; consequently we are
pleased to sxy there are no * deficiencies ™ in the special funds appro-
propriated for building purposes, thongh we labored under serious in-
convenience in our determined endeavors to make each fund fulfill its
mission and accomplish the object for which it was intended.

As we have before said, the water supply was wretched, and with
the money placed at our disposal for remedying this inconvenience,
we authorized the Superintendent to proceed as soon as possible to
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contract for a large well, not to exceed in cost the amount appropri-
ated for that purpose. A well was dug one hundred and twenty-five
(125) feet deep, four and one-half (44) feet in diameter. A good vein
of water was struck, which it was hoped would prove sufficient to meet
the demands of the institution, and a wind-mill was purchased with
which to pump it. So far, with careful economy, the well, aided by
the two (2) cisterns already constructed, has furnished the Asylum with
sufficient water to meet the demands, but at times the supply is exceed-
ingly short.

The wind-mill has failed to come up to our expectations in pump-
ing the water, which has been the chief trouble since the well was
dug. We caused to be erected a substantial tank holding about one
hundred and fifty (150) barrels for the reception of the water, but
owing to a lack of the necessary wind, the tank is rarely half full and
sometimes not one-fourth.

In case of a fire breaking out, the buildings would, on this account,
be placed in great peril, as upon an ample supply of water rests their
security against fire.

The Board also carried out the expressed will of the 17th General
Assembly, by purchasing a Knabe Grand Piano for the use of the
institution at a cost of five hundred dollars (£500) delivered at the
Asylum, the manufacturers kindly selling it at less than cost.

We also authorized the Superintendent to purchase mileh cows for
the use of the Asylum. We succeeded in getting nine, leaving a small
balance of the fund on hands.

In April, 1879, Mr. J. M. Hiatt, President of the Board, resigned his
position as Trustee, and Dr. S. B. Thrall, of Ottumwa, was appointed
by the Governor in his place. At the first meeting theresfter D. M.
Baker, of Chariton, was elect President of the Board.

During the present year we have been compelled to put new floors
in some of the lower rooms. and have also purchased an excellent
range for cooking, the facilities heretofore being very poor. The cost
of these improvements were authorized by the Governor and Executive
Couneil and paid by the State, there not being a surplus of the support
fund to meet the cost of them.

A large amount of grading has been done under the supervision of
the Superintendent, on the grounds around the buildings in order to
render the place more accessible to teams and visitors.

This work has to a considerable extent been done by the pupils of

2
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the Asylum, and with no additional expense to the State, while it has
materially added to the beauty and convenience of the premises.

No additional improvements of importance have been made, not
becanse there was no room or need for them. but for lack of the nee-
essary funds, an obstacle difficult to overcome.

When the new Board came into office in 1878, they found about
ninety-five (95) pupils in the Asylum; since then the number has in-
creased to about one hundred and forty-five (145), and the result is
that with the limited room at our command we find the Asylum is
crowded to excess and constant applications coming in for the admis-
sion of new pupils. Of course new applications must be rejected, and
this fact presents a grave question for the deliberation and action of
your honorable body.

If the State of lowa desires to carry out the benevolent doctrine
she has always advocated and the liberality she has always manifested
toward the unfortunate, she must face the topic of humanity and
necessity, and devise ways and means to provide for them. Here is a
class of children cursed from birth with the worst misfortune that
can fall to the lot of humanity—feeble minds—mental imbecility, and
too often without the shadow of a mind at all. No matter where
they are they become burdens. Either they are burdens to their pa-
rents and guardians, who without school in their training and develop-
ment, cannot do anything toward ameliorating their condition in life,
or else they become the pauper charges of the counties wherein they
reside, and the opportunities of life are closed to them there. Hence
the necessity for such an institution as the Asylum for Feeble-Minded
Children.

We are aware that many regard such an institution as an experi-
ment, others who have seen them as they are conducted in this age of
intelligence and humanity, realize that they are a stern necessity, and
all know that they require vast amounts of money to sustain them
and that money must come from general taxation.

The idiot can be trained and educated; this fact has been demon-
strated in all the institutions of the country erected for their care.
The wonderful snccess atttending the labors of our teachers in this
Asylum in patient teaching, has demonstrated this fact in lTowa.
Many of them ean be taught to be self-supporting and made to earn
their livelihood, but it requires years for patient toil and instruction,
and the facilities for reaching so desirable a result must be provided by
the State.
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Assuming that the State of Iowa intends providing permanently for
this class, as her older sister states have done, you, as the law-making
power of the State, must be the instrument through which the neces-
sary assistance is furnished.

The urgent demands of the Asylum are more room and more land.
The State should own and should devote to such an institution two or
three hundred acres of good farm land. Here, we have, all told, but
twelve acres of poor, worn-out soil, unfitted for the production of any
class of vegetables. The land contiguous to it is rough, hilly, and
timbered, and what a majority of the Board would pronounce unfitted
by location and quality to ever make a good farm for the Asylum.

What is our remedy? A majority of the Board would recommend
the removal of the Asylum to a more central portion of the State, in a
rich, healthy locality, where a large body of good land can be pur-
chased at a fair price, and the Asylum located permanently, with a view
to the best interest, not only of the pupils, but of the State.

The limited water supply is another permanent cause of objection
to the present location. A steam engine must be provided for pump-
ing water for our present use. At the present time all the stock on
the premises are taken off the place for water, which is a source of
much inconvenience, but it is the best that can be done.

The fuel used is exclusively wood, there being no coal in this part of
the State. The Asylum uses several hundred cords of wood per year,
and the amount will naturally increase as it grows older and larger.
In a more central part of Towa good coal could be procured at less
than the fuel now costs. We invite your attention to this matter of
location and ask you to give it grave consideration. If, on the other
hand, the State considers it the better policy to retain the institution
at this point, she should proceed without delay to purchase the land
lying contiguous to the Asylum for farming purposes. It is not the
best, it is true, but she must make the most of an imperative necessity.

There are a large number of boys in the Asylum who are able and
willing to work, and under careful supervision can do good work, and
help to a large extent to furnish the Asylum with all the necessary
vegetables for its use. There is not a froit tree, a fruit-bearing
shrub or vine on the place, yet these are badly needed and pay well for
their cul tivation, and could be well cared for by the help that is kept
at the Asylum. The Board could not provide for this careless omission
or neglect of the primal occupants of the Asylum by having such
things planted: hecause, first, we had no money with which to buy .
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and secondly, the fence around the little pasture was so poor that it

would not afford protection to the orchard. The first reason, however,
we presume, is amply sufficient for onr not having an orchard planted,
The institution has never owned a team, though having urgent need
for at least two. The Superintendent has generously furnished teams
to do all the work of the Asylum, in return for which the Board have
generously furnished the stable and feed for them. This has been
quite an accommodation, as there never have been any funds out of
which a team could have been purchased.

The health of the pupils of the Asylum up to this fall has been re-
markably good, which we attribute largely to the excellent sanitary
system adopted and enforced by the Superintendent, who is an experi-
enced physician. Of late there has been considerable sickness among
the low grades, but with the advent of cold weather, that will proba-
bly disappear. See Superintendent’s report on sanitary condition.

All of the teachers continue to give the utmost salisfuction in
their avocations, and the respect and affection evinced for them by the
pupils, are a strong evidence that each one discharges her duties prop-
erly in laboring for the higher development of the pupils. The teach-
ers have spent considerable time in some of the largest asylums of the
conntry in acquiring the peculiar art of instructing feeble minds, and
have so far proven a marked success.

Our present teachers are Miss M. Maud Archibald, Miss Jennie
Van Dorin, and Miss Sabrina Archibald. Miss Cordelia Barr, Super-
visor, has been temporarily filling the position of Miss Carrie Hayden,
resigned.

Owing to the ill-chosen site of the Asylum, the Board were forced to
purchase two acres of ground, lying contiguous to the old building,
before they could begin the construction of the new one. The Super-
intendent, under the instruction of the Board, and with the advice of
the Governor, made the purchase for one hundred and twenty-five
dollars, ($125) and advanced the money himself during the month
of June, 1878, which money has not been refunded to him. We ask
your honorable body to repay this amount justly due him, with inter-
ost.

We will suy that the Asylum is in good condition, and in careful,
conscientious, christian hands. The pupils appear to be happy, and
regard it as their home, while every care and attention is shown them
that is possible. Everything, in our judgment, is managed well, and
the financial department, in the hands of the Superintendent, is

g

1880.] * REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES. 13

guarded with the greatest caution and prudence, and money spent with
the utmost regard for'a practical economy, as in fact is necessary in
order to make the limited appropriations fulfill their purpose.

The support fund of ten dollars (%10) per month for each pupil
parely defrays the running expenses of the Asylum, never leaving a
surplus. We are of opinion that that sum will continue to prove suf-
ficient under ordinary circumstances, though the care required in watch-
ing and waiting upon a large number of little fellows, many of whom
are physically helpless, is immense; but in order to make this meagre
fund answer, it is but just to ask that your honorable body make spe-
cial provision for the salaries. It is true that all the salaries in the
Asylum are low, and yet the best of service is rendered; but it will be-
come an impossibility for the Board to make ten ($10) dollars per
month for each inmate pay all of them, and properly support the pu-
pils. We have been compelled to deny them the necessities in order
to get through on the amount allowed, and keep out of debt, and have
succeeded. Yet it is hardly just toward the pupils to draw from their
support fund, as small as it is now, to pay the salaries of their guar-
dians. We respectfully ask you to consider this question in a practi-
cal light.

More teachers are needed, there being but three to over one hundred
and forty (140) pupils. One to every fifteen (15) pupils would be a
better division.

Sewerage demands your attention, and is an important question.
No matter where the Asylum is located, there must be some good sys-
tem of sewarge adopted in order to insure a reasonable degree of health
to the numerous inmates. All well-arranged institutions look at this
subject with the degree of interest it deserves, as they should, if the
life and health of the inmates would be protected. Here we have
none at all: yet nothing is more conducive to good health than good
sewerage.

The laundry is entirely too small for the large number of children
in the Asylum, and so far the washing and ironing has all been done
by hand. We need a drying-room, a larger ironing-room, and more
room for washing, and apparatus for doing the work by steam. We
have none of these conveniences notwithstanding the large number of
persons in the building. A good fence around the entire premises is
badly needed and we would suggest that your honorable body grant
the necessary funds for constructmg it.
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An oven for baking is another much needed and economical comfort,
which the Asylum needs. At the present time and ever since the Asylum
was opened the bread for the inmates has been purchased from the
bakeries, owing to the want of funds with which to construct an oven.
A very large saving would be made in the cost of bread if this could
be remedied.

A corridor is needed to connect the new building with the main one,
by which the pupils can be protected from the inclement weather in
going to and from the respective buildings. A team of good horses or
mules and a two-seated spring-wagon should be purchased for the use
of the Asylum.

The facilities for bathing are very poor, there being no bath-house,
and tubs alone being used for the want of better accomodations.

The main building is in need of repairs, the plastering is falling off
in many places, the roof leaks, and some of the old floors are rotting
away. The water supply we have heretofore mentioned, and if the in-
stitution remains located at this point, it becomes a matter of vital
necessity for the protection of the State’s property, that an ample sup-
ply of water be furnished, this, in our judgment, can only be done
through the agency of a steam engine.

A new building is needed to give more room. Some thirty more pupils
than ought to be here, are provided for under many and serious in-
conveniences and at least fifty have been rejected for want of ample
accommodations and no others can be admitted until more house-room
is secured.

If the General Assembly design its benevolent and humane institu-
tions for all who stand in need of them, it must provide accomodation
for their reception.

At least ten (10) more good milk cows are needed; the present num-
ber, nine (9), being insufficient for the wants of the Asylum.

The averagewost of the past two years for conducting the entire,in-

stitution, including every expense item not made out of the special
funds is about eleven dollars (811) per month, each pupil, which we
submit to your honorable body, is an economical showing, highly cred-
itable to the management of the Asylum.

The cost of maintaining pupils in similar institutions in other states,

we gather from the reports is as follows:
In Ohio from sixteen (16) to twenty dollars ($20) per month each.

In Illinois twenty-two and a-half dollars ($22.50), New York sixteen
dollars ($16), Pennsylvania training-school twenty-three dollars ($23),
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and in Europe at similar institutions about sixteen dollars (§16) per
month.

We estimate the salaries of officers and all hired help for the next
two years at 87,500, which, considering the fact that we have an in-
crease of room and a corresponding increase of pupils, will be a very
reasonable amount. j

The desirability of heating the building by steam is another interest-
ing item for your consideration. It would dispense with the stoves.
and lessen the danger to the pupils of meeting with accidents, and
would very much diminish the danger to the building of catching
fire,

In conclusion, the Board feel under great obligations to past General
Assemblies for the aid rendered the institution; also to the Superin-
tendent, Matron, and teachers for the excellent manner in which they
have looked after the interests of the Asylum; also, to the public ger;-
erally for the kind consideration they have exhibited toward this in-
stitution, which has already attained an honorable name and distine-
tion among our sister states. We urgently insist upon the members
of the General Assembly that they visit it in person, if time permits, and
see for themselves the good work that is being done i behalf of this,
the most helpless class of mankind. To a stranger at such an institu-
tion it is a revelation—to an experienced teacher, a positive delight.

We herewith submit a carefully prepared estimate of the necessary
money required for the use,improvement, and maintenance of the Asy-
lum for the next two years, and leave the final disposition of it to
your best judgment, hoping that the institution will receive the de-
gree of consideration its importance demands, and happy progress it
80 justly deserves.

ESTIMATES FOR THEJNEXT TWO YEARS.

T A e e R $ 500 00
BT W £ s st sioh & 8 WE b e sr e s oy e rad e se AN 800 00
T S R R B R YR SRR SR s P ey 300 00
Money advanced by Dr. Archibald for land.............c.ovvvvinnn. 125 00
L TR T R AR A e S e O 450 00
SIS ot OM BIIMIGE: . - -+ yoxpvsovan i v anin s v issnnns s pingriiny 1,500 00
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Additional Water-BUDPPIY .« ..ccsvescocnsorassenssossssaesssonsasrsns 85,000 00
Cistern, 1,000 DAITEIS. .« oo nrviennnrrereriseminsocrotientiinsiioaan, 550 00
BOWOTBEE: » s« 1.2cv 08 ioluis =0 bis's 66 s ndmn s ne s s ahass s wmsansnninssmass 1,500 00
OVREL: 5 vins o v oxmall 95:a o5k B s pioieisslaesv s » drmasuoroeniespanssnnedss 250 00
New furniture, beds,and bedding. ......coovv sov v, 2,500 00
Grounds for farm and yard....... c.oviereienaiir i, 4,000 00
PONCING - s conivon o ssvniar s bnsanassnebmesbionnsesrab ohakedhueilegne 1,000 06
School apparatus and Dooks, ete. .. ....cvveviiisisieiiiiiiiiiiiaa, 650 00
BAIALION. & ¢ 5o vsisps smvpngunhlysfibmesoeris 1% vaonE wneEs uavEaron sneE>E 7,580 00
L e e

All of which is respectfully submitted.
D. M. Bakgr, Pres. of Board.
E. R. 8. Woobrow, Treas.
S. B. THRALL.

Glenwood, Towa, Nov. 5, 1879.

MINORITY REPORT OF RESIDENT TRUSTEE.

Ix regard to the removal of the Institution for Feeble-Minded Chil-
dren, located at Glenwood, Towa, I desire to state that so far as good
farming land is concerned, we can purchase all that is required at a
cost of from thirty (30) to forty dollars (840) per acre, and that the
quality of the land is such that it will produce from forty (40) to fifty
(50) bushels of corn to the acre, every year that is at all seasonable.

There are eighty-six (86) acres of land adjoining the city of Glenwood,
with considerable improvements in way of fencing, good house, and an
orchard on the same of two hundred (200) young, thrifty apple trees,
which can be bought at a cost of thirty dollars ($30) per acre. Ten
acres intervening between the above farm and our premises can be pur-
chased for forty dollars (840) per acre. Through thisland a living stream
of good water flows the year round, which is quite an object for the use
of stock. There are also sixteen (16) acres of good timber on the
above land which can be utilized to great advantage for use of the Asy-
lum.

As to the matter of fuel, we can obtain good, hard wood for two
dollars and fifty cents (82.50) and three dollars ($3) per cord, which,
in my opinion, is cheaper than if we were located in a section of the
State where we would be compelled to resort to the use of coal.

By the use of sufficient cistern capacity to save the waste roof-water,
and a good, substantial steam pump for raising water out of the well,
and larger tank-room for its reception, we would be amply supplied
for all purposes, and at the same time it would render us protection
from fire.

While I heartily concur in the report of the majority of the Board
of Trustees as to the wants, management, ete., of the institution, I feel
that I am compelled to thus dissent from their opinion in regard to its
removal, upon the grounds of insufficient farm lands, ample water
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supply, and cheapness of good fuel, ete., to say nothing of the health-
fulness of this locality, which is a very important consideration in the
establishment of any institution, and especially is this desirable for the
protection and care of this class, who at best are enfeebled both phys-
ically and mentally.
Respectfully submitted.
E. R. 8. Woobrow, Trustee.

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT.

TIOWA STATE ASYLUM,
For FEeESLE-MINDED CHILDREN, -
October 1, 1879, )

To the Board of Trustees :

GextLEMEN—In obedience to law, I herewith respectfully submit for
your consideration the second biennial report of the condition of this
institution.

1t is a source of much gratification to observe the advance in publie
sentiment upon this important subject of educating the feeble-minded
and preparing them for usefulness through life.

Christianity and civilization have too deeply and affiectionately
blended themselves in the hearts of men, for any given class of unfor-
tunates to remain long in darkness, suffering, or want.

The time has come when all enlightened and good people must watch
carefully the needy und unfortunate, and not only provide for their
necessities, but investigate and prevent, if possible, the causes which
bring about these lamentable results.

Since September 1, 1876, a little over three years, at which time this
institution was organized and opened for the reception of pupils, there
have been admitted one hundred and sixty-seven (167) pupils. Of this
number, eighteen (18) have been private, and one hundred and' forty-
nine (149) supported by the State.
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They were received from the following counties, as follows, viz:

ADPRIOOSE « «vsvsnsersonnsensasnss
Bk Bawks cv iircavionson s sribs
DN Nt s o 5 pad e & e T e Fae e

.........................

..........................

S
Z

[No. 20.

COUNTIES, S

L i
V| IRaRROn = s s wunanroelcs sesals s vay 1
S T SIS e S g TS 3
L | 7 T IR N e e L T 9
SILNBRR < 5 v < snan ol s ivn e i we o n o 2
HLinn. caseonnseresccrennsesisanass 4
5{MuSCAtiNg. .. vvveranrirsvonasannas 9
SIMRdison:sncissoe vonvons oo nasnns 3
T ) N SR S oy I 11
b TR TR S ST T R S 2
SIMMODIBOMBEY 4w vsssavsinsavwssaves 9
5{Mitchell 9
3| Monona 1
7|Monroe 1
1/Marshall 9
3/0'Brien 2
B L s diaa o is bilisens 3
3| Pottawattamie 7
1|PowealiftBl «.cs s vsvs s osimuamnnnsinns 2
R Loy 5
-'1) %ania ............................ 2

L8 2 (1) R T ISP 4
2'$npﬁllo ......................... 3
TN aBhIn@bON- : v v it svomave W 2
2 Winnesgggk ..................... 3
- WAaYNE. . coonveinnsisnnnnesnccnnis %

SEBBBRGOL . <cussh siuimiriyesa sy

Vil T RN ) TR el o S 92
LIl e s Dt FEDRE S S S S EE P8 1

FROM OTHER STATES.

Leavenworth county, Kansas.... ....
Scotb county, Minnesota. «oooovneentn.
La Porte county, Indiana. «.o..ooovenns

................................

--------------------------------

...............................

...............................

................................
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Of the above number, one hundred and nine (109) were males, and
fifty-eight (58) were females. S4 :

'l:here have been eighty (80) admissions since our last biennial report,
ﬁfti-six (56) males and twenty-four (24) females.

Fifteen (15) have been dischar%]ed—seven (7) boys and eight (8) girls,
and nine (9) greatly improved; three (3) of them learning to read and
write, so that they could write intelligent and legible letters to their
parents, and one (1) so advanced that she now attends the district
school and is improving nicely in her studies.

Previous to their instruction in our school, it was impossible to gain
their attention for any great length of time, and they were entirely
unacquainted with the alphabet. d

In the two years just ending, six (6) have died, four (4) boys and
two (2) girls, leaving in the institution at the present time, one hun-
dred and forty-four (144); ninety-eight (98) males and forty-six (46) fe-
males,

Upon the whole the health of our children has been exceedingly

, considering their enfeebled condition at best, and for this bless-

0
) 8'm%vve have great reason to be thankful.

he deaths which have oceurred during the last biennial period re-
sulted from chronic disorders, contracted before their admission into
the institution, two of them only living a few weeks after being re-
ceived; cause of their deaths being pulmonary tuberculosis,

Two died of epilepsy, and two of chronic ulceration of the stomach
and bowels.

The above cases were objects of the greatest pity, and though one's
sympathy goes out towards one of these little beings in human form,
when death claims them just the same as though they were of a higher
order of intelligence, yet we cannot but feel thankful that they are
sufferers no longer.

Three (3) of them were effected with low congenital idiocy, and the
other three (3) had been afflicted with epileptic convulsions from in-
fancy and were rendered so feeble, mentally and physically, that life
became to them burdensome rather than otherwise,

The several appropriations made b{ the last legislature have been
wisely and judiciously expended for the purposes for which they were
mtended, under your direction.

The thirty-five hundred ($3,500) dollars for gymnasium, school-room
and dormitories were insufficient to put up a building equal to the
argent demand; but we have a house two-stories high and sixty (60) b
t (30) feet—the lower story affording a pleasant gymnasium an
two (2) small school-rooms. e latter are entirely too small, but we
were compelled to regulate their capacityl‘by the number of dollars
allowed for constructing the building. The upper story is divided
into three sleeping apartments which are used for our largest classes of
bo{s, and better enables us to separate the sexes than when we had
m.the old building for all purposes. The building is of brick and
and is a substantial and well arranged house, and presents quite an
im amﬂ&ne@, situated as it is on a very pretty eminence at the
rear of the old building, at a distance from it of twent{o—ﬂve‘(aﬁ&emdn.
The old building is so located that it was impossible to join the new
one to it, and it will be necessary to connect them by a corridor in
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order to make it finished and comfortable for our feeble children to pass
hetween the school-rooms and the main building, and will require an
appropriution of about five hundred dollars for that purpose.

n order to have land belonging to the State that would be suitable
for the new building site, I purchased, as you know, two (2) acre lots
at a cost of one hundred and twenty-five dollars ($125) and deeded them
to the State, Without doing this we would have been obliged to
postpone building until the meeting of the legislature, which seemed
impossible. 1t was positively necessary for the State to own the land
referred to, leaving out of consideration its needs for new building, as
it included part of our door-yard and old barn and hog-yards, as also
the ground where the water-tank had to be placed.

A Grand Knabe Piano has been purchased at a cost of five hundred
dollars (8500) for use in gymnasium, the manufacturers donating quite
a large sum after dedncting their profits—the list price being fifteen
hundred dollars ($1,500).

A barn, at a cost of about three hundred and seventy-five dollars
;&375), has been erected, which furnishes a comfortable shelter for

our (4{] horses and room for several tons of hay, bins for corn, bran,

ete. The remainder of the five hundred dollars ($500) for barn and
fence was expended in putting a barbed wire fence around the fifteen
neres which has been used for pasturage for cows. It has answered a
purpose, but proves very unsatisfactory, as two or three of our cows
Lave been serionsly injured; also a g horse.

An old stable was burned on the 5th of October last, but fortunately
it contained nothing of value. The origin of the fire cannot be ascer-
tained, and the loss was about forty (40)or fifty dollars ($50)—"no in-
surance.”  The wind was blowing briskly at the time in the direction
of the new barn, and it was with the greatest difficulty that we saved
it from the same fate. If we had failed in this, in all probability the
water-tank and gymnasinom would have been burned. In fact it seemed
for a while as if @/l of the buildings were doomed to a like fate, and it
was only by the efficient use of a large number of fire-buckets that we
were enabled to save the other buildings.

The loss of the barn, cheap though 1t was, leaves us entirely without
shelter for our cows and storage room for oat straw, so necessary in
the institution, for beds, ete.

An rm)progriation of at least one thousand dollars ($1,000) will be

uired to build a new one equal to our present demands.

en cows have furnished us an average of ninety (90) quarts of milk
per day during the past twelve months, which, at a cost of five (5)
cents, amounts to six hundred and forty-two dollars and fifty cents
(%1,642.50), which has been a sreat saving and proven a great boon to
our helpless family in way of diet, and almost entirel en the place
of tea and coffee, besides being very much better suited to the digestion
and feeble nervous ms of these children than either.

I would respectfully ask an appropriation of three hundred dollars
(8300) for the purchase of—say ten (10) cows, which would then fur-

us with an ample supply of milk for all, and would enable us to
furnish our own butter, and would soon save enough to pay for said
number of cows. If we could have a competency og milk for all our
children, less butter would be needed.
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In calling attention to our numerous wants, it would not be in good
taste to omit mentioning the fact that a team has never been purchased
for the use of the Asylum, and for the three years ended, that duty has
fallen upon the Superintendent. As you are aware, there never has
been an appropriation that could be used for that purpose. On account
of the fact that water bad to be hauled from the adjoining town for
the first two (2) years, together with the grading made necessary by
erecting the new buildings during the past year, we have been com-
pelled to keep two (2) teams the greater part of the time.

A two-seated carriage or buggy is also greatly needed about an insti-
tution of this kind, situated as we are some distance from town. Four
hundred and fifty dollars (8450) will supply this demand.

The old building has undergone considerable repairs, but it ut pres-
ent requires repairs to the amount of one thousand dollars ($1,000)
in order to have it in a comfortable and presentable condition. The
old floors are badly worn, and must be replaced by new omes. The

lastering is continnally falling off, and all of the rooms in the old
i;uilding ought to be replastered. The wood-work is also suffering for
paint. The first law of economy is to preserve, hence I take the liberty
to call attention to all the little necessary repairs pertaiming to our
remises,

Fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500) will be really required for the nec-

repairs on building for the next two years.

The heating of the building by steam ought to enlist your most ear-
nest endeavors. At present stoves are the only means of warming, and
owing to the enfeebled condition of many of our inmates, they are not
safe.

Children, especially of the lower grades, and epileptics, are in danger
of falling or being pushed against the hot stoves and receiving serious
injuries. Arrangements could be made for heating the buildings by
steam at no great cost, and besides, the steam could be utilized in
pumping water and for laundry purposes. At present all of our wash-
g and ironing has to be done by hand, and it is no small task for so
many children of this class. X

The building erected for laundry purposes does us good service, con-
sidering that previous to securing it we onlf' had a wood-shed; but I
am sorry to say that even now we are greatly inconvenienced by lack
of room, and the present accommodations can only answer temporarily,
owing to the rapid inerease in number of our household. A terrible
inconvenience in connection with this department 1s the want of adry-
ing-room. The matter of having our clothes dried out of doors on
lines is impossible during bad weather, and at that time the greatest
inconvenience, both to wearing apparel and bed clothing for our chil-
dren, is experienced. We are in great need of a more capacious build-
ing for laund purposes, and the present building could be used quite
satisfactorily ;{n' other much needed conveniences. :

The matter most requiring your attention, however, is that of a
water supply. We demand this for the preservation and safety of our
property and helpless family. In case a fire should break out, we are
utterly helpless and must only suffer the destruction of our buildings,
and possibly some of our inmates. The present supply is scarcely suf-
ficient for daily use in the institution. We are comparatively well
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provided for, however, in this respect, by using the strictest economy
in every department. Our whole sapply being from one well, one
hundred and twenty-five (125) feet deep. and a wind-mill the on)
means of pumping, which during three (3) or four (4) months of the
year fails to perform its work, it requiring quite a rapid wind to pump
from a well so deep. At times, too, the well fails, and for several hours
at a time we have been without water on the premises. One other
well, and a water-tank that would hold about one thousand (1000) bar-
rels, and sufficient hose and pipe connections to different parts of the
building, would render us comparatively safe from fire. Ydeem this
matter of the gravest importance. When you consider my responsi-
bility of having in charge one hundred and forty-two (142) helpless
children in various departments, with no easy way of escape, and no
possible means of extinguishing a fire should one oecur, you will not
wonder at my earnestness in this matter.

This water question brings us to another requirement, almost of as
much, if not more, importance; and that is water-closets and proper
sewerage. At present the use of buckets placed in hoxes is the only
conveniente, which discomfort is almost unendurable, notwithstanding
flues have been established in connection with them. These buckets
have to be emptied into a cess-pool, which sooner or later endangers
the health of our household, by poisonous and organized matter finding
its way into our wells, and by the gases escaping and entering our liv-
ing apartments. It requires the utmost thoughtfulness, as well as can-
tion, that the sanitary condition of this institution may not become in-
volved. [ live constantly in dread of the direst consequences resulting
from either one or the other of the above sources. It has been proven
beyond a doubt that the gravest cases of pernicious intermittent and
typhoid fevers, neuralgia, diptheria, rheumatism, chest inflammation,
ete., are results of exposure to this dreaded carelessness if youn please,
and especially is this true in cases of children predisposed to scrofula.

Waring well says, in referring to this important problem, and they
are the difficulties we will have to contend with unless secured against
them by proper sewerage, that to realize the best sanitary results it is
positively necessary to observe the following precautions, viz:

_ "L To secure (hig) house against, excessive dampness in its walls,
in its cellars, and, when practicable, in its surrounding atmosphere.

“9. To _rovi(ie for the perfect and instant removal of all manner
of fluid and semi-fluid organic wastes,

“3. To provide a sufficient supply of pure water for domestic use.

“4.  To guard against the evils arising from the decomposition of
organic matter in or under the house.

“5. To remove all sources of offense and danger which may affect
the atmosphere about the place.

“6. And (almost more important than all of the rest) to prevent
the insidious entrance into the house, throngh communication with
the sewer, cess-pool, or vault, of poisonous gases, resulting from the
decomposition of the refuse of (his) (our) own householf, or of the
households with which a common sewer or drain may bring (him) in
communieation.”
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Since the number in the institution increased to its present magni-
tude this difficulty has become more prominent, and will steadily in-
crense.till remedied. 1 feel assured that what illness we have experi-
enced during the last few weeks is chargeable to this cause. During
the month of September several cases of typho-malarial and typhoid
fever have occurred, the first cases of severe sickness since the opening
of our Asylum. This early experience has been so direct and so posi-
tive in its teachings, that a failure to regard it properly would be
eriminal.

With the number of feeble children in our institution it would
seem impossible to do without a well-arranged system of water-closets
and the necessary sewerage to carry off everything that might have a
tendency to engender disease. The length of sewer necessary to empty
into Keg Creek is thirteen hundred (1300) feet, and the cost of pipe
six (6) or eight (8) inches in diameter, at eighty (80) cents per foot,
together with the expense of laying the pipe, will require an appropri-
ation of about fifteen hundred dollars (8§1500). A nme (9) or ten (10)
inch sewer-pipe is large enough for any institution with a reasonable
amount of fall to free itself, and with considerable fall, such as we
have here, a smaller size could and should be used. Just in proportion
as the size of a house-sewer is increased so is the danger of poisonin
by sewer-gas increased. The sewer and water-closets cannot be utiliz
to advantage without an abundant supply of water. It is useless for
me to urge further the great necessity for these improvements, for
each of you, no doubt, has long since seen and felt the necessity for
the same, from observation during your frequent visits to the institu-
tion.

The new range and hot-water boiler are giving splendid satisfaction.
and the new floors in the kitchen, with the old partitions removed,
render this apartment ?uite comfortable, and enable us to prepare our
food promptly and well.

Previous to this much-needed improvement it was with great diffi-
calty that we could have a sufficiency properly prepared.

e feel under obligations to Gov. Gear for relief rendered us in
this department. The use of hard water in our range has cansed us
some tronble on account of the lime deposits in the pipes, cutting off
the water-supply from the *fire-backs ™ and cmlsin%them to burst. If
we could have soft water to use, even occasionally, this difficulty would
be remedied. An a ‘rropriation of about six hundred dollars ($600) is
the estimate for building a cistern that would contain one thousand
(1.000) barrels of water. Nearly all of the roof-water is wasted for
want of cisterns to save it. This is an urgent need, as rain-water is
so much better suited to laundry purposes, the well-water being so
“hard " that it requires large quantities of potash to render it fit for
use, and increases the expense.

Since writing the above we have had an explosion of * water-back ™
in range, which if it had occurred one-half hour later might, and in
all probability would, have resulted in the death of two or_three or
more of the hired help and children; but happening as it did before
the cooks had commenced preparing breakfast, no serious consequences
resulted from it farther than damage to the range. The water-back
was a new one, only having been in a few days, but the pipes leading

4
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from the boiler had become so stopped with lime that the water ciren-
lation was obstrueted and the rapid generation of steam resulted as
deseribed.  As this is the only means of heating water for dish-wash-
ing, cooking and cleaning purposes, it becomes an urgent necessity,
both for convenience and safety to our people, that this danger and
hindrance to our cooking convenience shall be remedied.

The one thousand (1,000) barrel cistern that your attention has
already been called to, and a small tank for the reception of soft-water,
would remedy this evil and also give us soft-water for other purposes
so much needed.

One other improvement is greatly needed, that of an oven for baking
bread. At present we are dependent upon the city bakery. To bake
our own bread would prove much cheaper and more satisfactory, as
there are so many articles of food that can be baked if we have an
oven. About two hundred and fifty ($250) dollars wonld build an oven
sufficiently large for our needs. s A

The furniture purchased for the institution three (3) years ago was
of necessity of a very cheaX kind, and during the past two (2) years,
outside of carpets, beds and bedding, very little has been purchased.
New carpets will again be needed, and considerable bedding, and new
bed-st.emt; ought to be provided, and new furniture for several rooms.
An appropriation of at least twenty-five hundred ($2,500) dollars, for
the most urgent demands in this department, will be required.

A fence, at a cost of five hundred and fifty ($550) dollars, is greatly
needed around the buildings, the present one being so old and broken
that it refuses protection to our grounds from stock of all kinds run-
ning at large, and thus affords a source of great annoyance and dam-
nge.

glt undonbtedly has been quite apparent to each of you during your
frequent visits to the institution, that the Asylum onght to own all of
the land intervening between the building and the road on the north,
including even a part of the door-yard in front. These grounds are
indispensable to the institution for walks and pleasant resorts for the
children, and unless purchased the coming year they will be fenced
and used for pastuce, not only rendering it obnoxious by having our
front door-yard ocenpied by cattle and horses, but will have the prem-
ises gracefully ornamented by a rude irregular barbed-wire fence, a fair
sample of which ornamentation already presents itself in the h
oak posts already set. This ground also includes the only outlet, by
wagon-road, from the Asylum. At the earliest day possible I will
furnish you with the number of acres in said grounds, with the lowest
cash price that will purchase them. On account of this being owned
by so many different persons and in such small lots, this information
is difficult to obtain. In addition to these front grounds of timber
needed for play-grounds, at least forty (40) acres are required for a cow
pasture. The twelve (12) or fifteen (15) acres owned by the institu-
tion at present ought to be used for garden and small fruit purposes.

By securing the front gronunds and p acin§ around them and the land

now owned by the State a high substantial board fence, we would not
only have good airing grounds for our children, but it would protect

us the annoyance by stock, and give a much better appearance

to our surroundings.
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Whilst I have done all in my power to utilize the labor of our feeble
boys, and spare time of attendants in beuutifying our grounds, it is
impossible to accomplish what is required without some means to build
fences and add other needed improvements. It is surprising to see the
amount of earth our feeble boys have removed, which not only adds
beauty to our grounds, but stimulates them to industrious habits and
develops their enfeebled minds and bodies, thus rendering them hap-
pier, and each day more useful.

The day is not for distant when a farm will have to be purchased to
furnish employment to the boys of the institution, and in this way a
large percentage of them are made self-sustaining. Farming seems
toge better adapted than any other form of labor to our children,
under the direction and guidance of a good instructor. 1t is true that
work-shops of various kinds have been established in connection with
institutions of the older states, and wonderful efliciency attained in
brush and broom making, manufacturing chairs, boots and shoes, car-

nter work, ete., but the experience of all similar and older institu-
tions is that farming is the most benefical, profitable and satisfactory.
All the argnments I shall at present use in favor of suitable and ara-
ble farming lands in conneéction with this institution, will be to add a
few extracts from letters received from the following gentlemen, who
have had a large experience in older institutions:

Dr. H. B. Wilbur, who has been superintendent of the New York
Asylum for Idiots for over twenty-five (25) years, says, in answer to
inquiries regarding this matter:

“1 still believe that farming and gardening occupations are the best
forms of employment for persons of deficient intelligence. There are
such a variety of occupations, many of them requiring no dexterity,
and not very much judgment, that they are especially adapted to the
class of cases with which we deal. Then an institution furnishes a
market for the productions of the farm and garden.

“ It is hardly necessary to add that in an agricultural state, the rea-
sons for preferring agricultural training to teaching pupils a trade, are
all stronger than in any others. |

“ It seems to me that when custodial institutions shall be established
fﬂr idi:lts, ‘fa.rming and gardening will be the principal occuption for

e males,

Dr. I. N. Kerlin, of Media, Pa., writes:

* We made a mistake in the location of our institution. Beauntiful
as it is, it has been a severe drawback on us not to have had arable
land, and enough from the beginning. Afer twenty (20) years of hard
work and considerable outlay, we rejoice in a tolerably productive farm,
made so by dint of industry, utilization of our own waste, and not
least of all, the hard work of our large familz' of feeble-minded boys.

“ We hought seventy-five (75) acres at first, but our increasing need
for water facilities, the importance of keeping bad neighbors at a dis-
tance, and lastly, a growing class of boys, who were found to be best

4 ~employed at gardening and farming, have been circumstances which
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have led to the purchase of pieces of ground from time to time, ti|)
now we have over one hundred and thirty (130) acres, much of it pur-
chased at disadvantageous prices, as compared with what it would haye
cost us to have located in a well-watered, arable, and ample section a
first.

“T have given this experience of an older institution, which may
serve as a lesson to your younger enterprise, and will add that it is my
judgment—1Ist. That farm life and its avocations are best adapted to
the training of feeble-minded persons. 2nd. That you should net
start in lowa with less than one hundred (100) acres of ground suita-
ably located. 3d. If your institution grows into the proportions of
those of older states, you will come to the place when you will re,
that you have not two hundred (200) acres, as well for the pro
classification and separation of grades of imbecility as for the utiliza-
tion of their hands.’

Dr. Doren, of the Ohio institution, at Columbus, whose experience
has extended over a period of twenty years, adds the following, viz:

“1 fear that if I state the amount of land you should have, my state-
ment will be regarded as extravagant and go for nothing. 1 will re-
mark, however, that we own about two hundred (200) acres, and that
we use over one hundred (100) more that we rent, and that we could
work as efficiently and as profitably five times as much with the labor
we have in the institution &;bout 450]. I mean the kind of cultiva-
tion you have seen here. e raise all of the vegetables used in the
house, of variety and quality that cannot be bought: all the food for
stock, and, with more land, conld furnish all of the stock for use, to
say nothing of grain. M{ advice, therefore, is to get one hundred
acres (100) if possible, and take more if you can get it. Yours /s and
witl be an agricultural state, and you should train your children to that
kind of wor:'%. They will make efficient workers, and can show a model
farm, as well as profitable one. The truth is, the entire product of the
farm is clean gain to say nothing of its sanitary influence upon your
household, in its improved dietary, and the beneficient effect of labor,
for you will have a class in this department of training that you will
fail to rench otherwise, and you should be supplied with complete facil-
ities in that direction quite as carefully as in building or school ap-
pointments,”

To the fore ﬂi% test_im(m{ may be added the following pointed re-
marks from Dr. Wilbur, of Lincoln, Il viz: *1 would%xave all the
land I can get.  You can utilize all the large boys after they graduate
from the school-room.”

The foregoing letters in regard to the matter of training our boysin
agricultural pursuits, and the amount of land required for the efficient

rformance of the same, coming, as they do, from gentlemen having
arge experience in connection with the largest institutions in this
country, are worthy of careful consideration. After three (3) years’
experience and observation, I am compelled to add to those observa-
tions the opinion that this institution will be greatly benefited and
its good results promoted by an early acquisition of good farming land
to the amount of at least one hundred (100) acres. e grand ultimate
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object of all of our school training, is to improve and develop the men-
tal and physical condition of these unfortunates, that they will be made
useful, and at the proper time become self sustaining; and there seems
to be no more appropriate and profitable pursuits for them than those
we have referred to, that insure to them invigorating exercise so con-
ducive to good health, and secure to our tables a bountiful supply of
vegetables at triﬂing cost.

he fact that during the brief history of this institution, there have
been one hundred and sixty-seven (167) children admitted, and some
seventy (70) others refused admittance for want of room, shows the
necessity for greater action in this direction, and has already demon-
strated the fact that this noble and philanthropic work was begun none
foo soon.

Prospective of the future demands of this institution, say fifteen (15)
or twenty (20) years hence, in a growing State like Towa, with its rap-
idly increasing population, we should use the greatest caution and
Ju(fgment in our plans for securing lands and locating buildings for a

rmanent ins&itution that will prove a credit to our commonwealth
and secure to all its people the greatest good for which it is designed.
And unless judicious action is taken in these particulars, now, at the
beginning, we, and those who shall succeed us, shall ever labor under
dﬂ%‘é]ulties and embarrassments of the gravest character.

We deem, then, that plenty of good tillable land, with _good water
supply, easy of drainage, and so located as to be most eligible and con-
tenient to the greatest number of its patrons, are the most important
matters to be taken into consideration in the permanent location of an
institution of this kind, when we know almost positively (if experience
of older institutions is any guide for the future) that in the short space
of ten (10) years, at most, provisions for at least three hundred (300)
feeble-minded children of teachable age will have to be made.

This philanthropic enterprise continues to claim from the people of
our State an increasing appreciation of its well-earned merits, and we
feel encouraged to belreve that the long felt necessity for a more capa-
cious and improved edifice, will engage your earnest attention, and lead
you to solicit an appropriation for a new building. :

The old house wﬁlch];las done good service for the purposes for which
it was design%%, viz: to provide a home for soldiers’ orphans, is wholly
unfitted for the proper care and training of the present number of
feeble-minded and imbecile children under our charge. ; R

The Board cannot fail to see that the large number admitted since
our last report, and a continuance of such increase, demand, not only
a large edifice, but more teachers, snitable aﬁpa.ratus, and appliances
for the cfficient performance of this noble work. Ourschool-rooms are
entirely too small, and our day and sleeping apartments too crowded
and few in number to healthfully and comfortably accommodate our
present number of pupils, by W

The great number of pressing admissions into our institution is of
itself sufficient to show that the establishment of this institution pro-
vided for a felt want, and now that the discouragements connected
with its opening and earlier history are nearly lost sight of, its friends
are justified in indulging the hope that the object for which the Asy-
lum was established will be fully realized. and the interests bettering
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the condition of the imbecile, so conducive to the advancement of gq.
ciety by its means, will be materially advanced.

As I have heretofore stated, the institution is crowded to its utmost
capacity, and applicants are still pressing for admission. With a bet.
ter acquaintance with the results accomplished here this pressure in-
creases, and the accommodation of applicants is to us an important
problem,

! The chief matter to be taken into account, therefore, in connection
with the subject of better accommodations, 1s the number of imbecile
children in the State.

From investigations on this point, believed to be thorough and reli-
able, it appears that the proportion of imbecile children in the State
incapable of instruction by the ordinary means is at least one (1) to
to every thousand (1,000) inhabitants.

Estimating from the population of 1875 this would give about one
thousand three hundred and fifty (1,350), of whom, at least one-fourth,
might and ought to be educated in an institution of this kind up to
various degrees of intelligence and productive industry. This estimate
would suggest buildings of a capacity suited to accommodate three
(300) or four (400) hundred pu‘flls.

I feel, however, that it would, for various reasons, be considered as
unreasonable to ask the legislature to provide, at present, for buildings
of this capacity, and therefore shall not recommend the same; but
content myself with hoping that they will at least contemplate this as
an ultimate object to be attained, when the efforts made in behalf of
these unfortunate children shall be more fully understood and appre-
ciated by the public.

Accommodations for at least two hundred and fifty (250) pupils,
however, are at this time imperatively demanded, to meet the many
urgent appeals that come to us from all quarters, and until the erec-
tion of new buildings we shall still have to lament the want of facili-
ties for the proper classification of our pupils. Our condition in this
respect is very serious indeed, and we feel it still more deeply as our
pupils progress.

t is manifestly improper to associate those who are improving sat-
isfactorily with pupils recently admitted. They must necessarily de-
teriorate more or less; children admitted vary in age as well as capac-
ity, and it is a defect of no slight importance, in our organization that
requires the child of six (6) or seven (7) to be exposed to the influence
of those recently admitted who may be sixteen (16) or seventeen él’().

OFf the great importance of keeping the sexes properly apart, and the
much needed room for hospital purposes, I have said nothing, and
must make a general statement suffice.

At present our only convenience for bathing our children is in small
tubs—movable from one room to another—and children’s play-rooms
have to be used for this i\;rpose. and water carried in buckets to and
from the tubs. No one knows the inconvenience of this one necessity,
beeause 1f bathing in an institution of this kind is not a virtue, in the

strictest sense, I am at a loss to know where in the course of human

economy virtue is to be located. To bathe one hundred and forty
(140) children once or twice a week with such inconveniences is no
small matter. For the sake of Godliness, by way of cleanliness, give
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us a house, water, and bath-tubs to make our children cleanly and sur-
round them by wholesome and sanitary influences. .
To show satisfactorily to the legislature exactly what our require-
ments will be for the next biennial period for salaries and wages, [ will
give the number of employes in each department, with their respective
2,
sal'i“gg following are the number during the biennial term just closed.
but to successfully and efficiently accomplish the ends for which this
institntion is designed and to do justice to our children, both in and
out of school, we need at least two (2) other teachers and two or three
(8) other attendants. At present our day and school-rooms are over-
erowded, rendering our labors less efficient and our household more lia-
ble to sickness than it otherwise would be.
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In regard to asking appropriation for the support of this institution
during the next two (2) years, I desire to estimate as closely as it is

m"llﬁe without detriment to our helpless children, or in any way in-
mering with the progress and efficency of our schools and institution.

1 am sure I dodnot wis? morﬁ thmlxl ul:dnghtfnlly needed for the com-
fort and pro ietary of our household.

1 lmowp thap:rit ismht- and proper that the strictest economy should
be observed in all rcl:g our public institutions, but we must not be
economical to the detriment, discomfort or injury of our children.
‘While the latter have been comforta.l;l‘y cared for, and all sufficiently
well nourished with plain substantial food, yet I have often wished
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that T could have had a more liberal diet, by way of chi:‘xiges in fruits
and meat, etc. We have given them the best we could afford without
incurring any debt against the institution. It has been a severe
struggle to accomplish this end and place the institution free from any
inecnmbrance whatever. The average number of pupils present per
month during the two years ending is one hundred and nine (1&;)_
The average amount expended per month, salaries included, for the two
years, for support, is eleven hundred and ninety-nine ($1,199) dollars,
or eleven SSII) dollars per month per capita. hen we consider that
other similar institutions in other States show an expenditure of from
twenty ($20) to twenty-two ($22) dollars per month per capita, we fee]
that we have not been extravagant, at least.

But whilst we have economized and even serimped in order to make
both ends meet, we sincerely hope and trust that the legislature will
not refuse us a sufficiency to make the institution what it ought to be,
and one that will prove a eredit to the State, .

The sudden and rapid increase in prices of nearly all kinds of pro-
visions, clothing, ete., will necessitate an increase of expenses during
the next fwo years over the last two, leaving out of consideration the
fact that our children ought to be a little better fed and greater pro-
vision made by way of extra teachers, attendants and nurses. Any one
who knows anything about this class of children is well aware that it

uires more help to care for the same number than if they were in-
telligent, cleanly and physical]ﬁy strong. On an average an attendant
ought not to have more than fifteen under his care, and this same rule
should apply to teachers. g

I would name seven thousand five hundred and ninety-one ($7,591
doll‘t:.)l;is as the least sum required for salaries for the next bienni

seriod.
: You will perceive that I have called your attention to quite a num-
ber of needed improvements, but none of them that will cost a 1
snm of money, and the aggregate will cost comparatively little.

Having daily to suffer the inconvenience and need of improvements,
to which I have called your attention, I do this latter because I deem
it my special duty in behalf of these unfortunate children, to at least
place before you some of the most urgent demands and requirements
of our institution, and if in your judgment you deem these requisitions
needful, and the institution worthy, I would respectfully ask the Board
to present our claims to the legislature for its careful and just consid-
eration. ;

With regard to the special instruction which is given our pupils:
they all assemble in the gymnasium where they engage in singing and
devotional exercises for twenty minutes, and then proceed to their re-
sgective rooms where they are placed under special training, from four
(4) to six (6) hours daily, in the various school exercises peculiar to the
teaching of this class of pupils.

A short statement of the grades will give some idea of the nature
and progress of our school work:
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GRADE A.
MISS JENNIE VAN DORIN, TEACHER.
Twenty-nine pupils enrolled—sixteen boys and thirteen girls.

All in this grade can talk excepting ome little girl, who can speak
unly a few words, and unable as yet to form sentences. One boy
articulates so indistinctly that he can scarcely be understood. All the
others in this %rade can now read and write and can count and add
numbers. A class of five pupils in the First Primer who had no
knowledge of letters, figures or colors one year ago, can now distinguish
all of the colors, count and add figures, read words of two and three
letters, write some after a copy, and can name nearly all the letters in
writing.

Eleven pupils, that two years ago were unable to read and knew
only a few letters, and could only speak a few words so that they could
be understood, can now read quite accurately in Second Reader and
spell words readily of two and three syllables. They can write legible
and quite intelligent letters to their homes. At first they were listless,
inattentive, and disposed to idleness, in the strictest sense, but now
they have become quite active and industrious, and seem proud of their
accomplishments, taking great pleasure and pride in showing how
much they know.

Another class, now reading the Third Reader, when admitted could
read a few words, but so poorly that a person listening to them scarcely
understood what they were trying to read. Now they can read quite
intelligentl{ and seem to enjoy what they read. They have improved
quite rapidly in writing and are now able to correspond quite nicely
and rather intelligently—a number of them. Visitors frequently re-
mark, with considerable surprise, regarding the neatness and perfect-
ness of their cogy-books. his class has finished addition, subtrac-
tion, and part of multiplication. Arithmetic seemingly is the most
difficult for them to understand of anything we attempt to teach them.
All enrolled take part in singing and gymnastic exercises. They, with
one or two exceptions, knew nothing of either. At first it seemed
impossible to have them speak words together, much less to sing them,
ans their voices being so different it is difficult to imagine the peculiar
and discordant sounds they produced. But with diligent and constant
training they can now sing very many songs accurately, with almost
;I)'ehrfect time, and can learn almost ael:Iy new song in four or five days.

is drilling has greatly strengthened them in articulation and devel-
oped their memories, besides giving them considerable knowledge of
musie.

Calisthenics has been one of our best means of gaining the atten-
tion and awakening an interest in our pupils. Their imitative facul-
ties at first seemed so undeveloped and inattentive that it was almost
impossible to persuade them to even take hold of the dumb-bells and
strike them three or four times together. Now they ean go through

uite a number of difficult exercises and keep almost perfect time to

e piano. It took at least three months to teach them the most sim-

5
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ple exercises at first, but after mastering them they could learn others

v

much more easily and now can learn quite difficult ones in a few days'

training. These exercises and dancing they all _en{oy greatly, and they
daily strengthen them both mentally and physically.

GRADE B.
MISS SABRINA ARCHIBALD, TEACHER.
Twenty-five children—sixteen boys and nine girls.

Il of them are regular attendants. All of them read, write, and
cm?nt, but with diﬂ'egrent degrees of accuracy, Of three in Third
Reader, in_reading, writing, and spelling, their capabilites are about
equal, while in arithmetic, beginning about equal, and with equal at-
tention, one has advanced to multiplication, anqther to subtraction, and
the other still stumbles over the simple operations of addition. So it
is in all our classes, that in which one excels, another is totally defi-
cient. All in this grl-adei»l imitate dvery rexzdlly _anyﬂx:mvemenbs of the

d arms in ealisthenics, and seem to onjoy them.
lm'lll‘(lixsera:;l are four reading in the Second Reader, and of two of them
special mention must be made—little girls—sisters. One year and
a-half ago they were learninﬁlone word a day, and could not form one
letter in writing, while now they read in the Second Reader, copy quite
a neat hand, and can compose and write short sentences. The youn
one adds correctly and can subtract simple numbers, while the older
adds only very simple numbers. Four are in the First Reader. The
remaining members of this grade are learning words, and in this we see
a very marked improvement. Some who could not learn and remem-
ber more than one word a week, can now learn one every day.
Most of these either write or print the alphabet; some of them only

a few letters, while a few can, with a little assistance, arrange the let-
ters so as to form simple words of one syllable. Three or four can
write from copy their own names, while two of these can write and
spell their own names, ;

p‘it is impossible to give satisfactorily a statement of what these chil-
dren are doing; only in very few things can we have class exercises, as
the pupils require almost individual attention, and it is only by con-
stant working and careful attention, that we have joyfully witnessed
these slight advancements,

GRADE C.
MISS M. MAUD ARCHIBALD, TEACHER.

Thirty pupils enrolled—three can hear, but not talk; one deaf and
dumb, gu lg.il':s words, writing and adding. Two can talk now, who
two years ago could only say papa and mamma. The three mutes are
new pupilaﬁmt show signs of improvement, and manifest great inter-
est in what others are doing, such as gymnastic exercises, dancing,
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marching, and black-board exercises. Dumb-bell movements seem to
be among the best mieans of gaining attention and developing both
mental and physical strength.

Twenty-four learn wurfs. names of objects seen. Two boys require
a week to learn one word, while they surpass othersin imitation. One
ean write nicely any copy.

Five read in primers, four of whom, not receiving any instruction
previous fo coming here, can now learn to read, spt'ﬁ{ andprint a word
each day.

Twenty-five learn words: twenty can print; sixteen can distinguish
and name colors; nine can distinguish all and name some; five can dis-
tinguish some; thirty are in calisthenics and thirty in articulation class.

GRADE D.
Thirty-eight enrolled — twenty-four boys and fourteen girls.

As this department constitutes the lowest grade of our pupils, and
comprises quite a large class, all that can be done for them 1is to amuse
them and instruet them in habits of quietness and cleanliness; but we
succeed even in this grade in gaining their attention so that they will

ard and obey almost any order, catch and throw back to the teacher
a ball or bean-sack, and seem to enjoy the pastime greatly. One year

o they were sad, utterly listless, and uncleanly in all of their habits,
:ﬁlile now they are improving rapidly in all these particulars, Some
will do nothing themselves, but enjoy watching others, and all seem
contented and happy.

All know when they are spoken to. Four are 'learning to count;
three can distinguish all colors, and five can distinguish several. Fif-
teen can speak quite well, while six can utter but few words. Fifteen
can hear and understand, but cannot talk. Two are deaf and dumb.

In addition to our regular school discipline each day, the Matron
and attendants are present at each meal to maintain order and see
that the children are promptly and properly waited upon, and to ren-
der assistance to the more feeble ones, and mstruct them in the nse of
the knife and fork.

Three evenings of each week all of our children assemble in the

asium for dancin% and other amusement, when they spend an

our in beautiful and pleasant recreation, which they enjoy heartily,

mri?i to which they look forward each day and week with pleasure and
pride.

The benefit of these pleasant hours spent in lively exercise is won-
derful. By this means the awkward and indolent are made more
graceful and active; the low spirited und cast down are enlivened and
rendered happy, and the mental capacity of all greatly increased.

We also have Sabbath-school every Sabbath afternoon, when all of
the pupils are taken into the gymnasium where they unite in singing
hymns and gospel songs, and take part in devotional exercises for
about half an hour. Another half hour is spent in giving class in-
struction in the simple Sunday-school lessons, which they all seem to
enjoy, and in which they make a rapid and marked improvement.

e advancement made by all grades of our children in school work
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is very marked, and we are greatly encouraged to press on in the good
work with renewed patience and redoubled energies, in behalf of 5lese
heretofore, in this State, greatly neglected class of unfortunates, until
we shall have accomplished the end for which this noble charity is
designed, viz.: that of providing special care and training to that class
of persons so deficient in intelligence that they are out of the reach
of the ordinary public schools of the State, and who are left to deterio-
rate both mentally and physically for want of public assistance. We
do not promise any great degree of proficieney in scholastic attain-
ments, such as is acquired in the ordinary schools by ordinarily bright
pupils. It is impossible to create mind where none exists, but our
school does develop and strengthen a weak mind, and thereby render
the condition of even the weakest better by making its possessor more
comfortable and less offensive to others, while the better grades are so
improved that they are enabled toread and write for their own pleas-
ure and benefit, besides being made capab.e of performing all kinds of
domestic duties; and the boys, in addition to the above, are taught to
work on the farm and garden.

We are often asked the question, “what do you expect to make of
these children and what do you aim to accomplish by training them in
the various school exercises, and also,what will beeome of them after a
certain age?” “Don't you think it is a sin to enlighten these dark
minds and thus fit them for erime and possibly improve them till
marriage becomes a legitimate sequence, to result in bringing others
more feeble than themselves into a still darker state of existence?”

These and many similar questions are asked of me, almost daily since
the opening of the institution, but invariably by parties who hm‘{ never
given the matter any careful thought.

Only stop and consider for a moment the danger to which feeble-
minded girls are exposed in alms-houses and county poor-houses, from
rude and evil-minded young men that infest almost every neighbor-
hood, and of the number of illegitimate children born of these poor
unforh}nates, just because they have not the proper guidance and pro-
tection !

As to which course would be the better adapted to prevent illegiti-
mate and feeble-minded 1ssue, that of allowing these females to be ex-
posed to all the dangers awaiting them in the poor-houses, or to take
them and place them under well-managed discipline, where they can
be taught not onli' the elementary work of our common schools, but
how to perform all domestie duties, and be rendered not only more in-
telligent but more nseful, respectable and happy, it seems to me re-
quires no argument for a reasonable human person to decide. As to
what we shall do with them at a certain age, and whether they will be
turned loose in Mills county to annoy and pester the peaceful and law-
abiding citizens of this section, 1 will answer, they will not. The ob-
jeet of an institution of this kind, and the school-training the pupils
receive, is to enlighten the dark minds and, in time, provide for them
sufficient farming-lands and work-shops so thatall those who can never
be made sufficiently responsible to leave the institution and safely pro-
vide for themselves, may always have a home in which, under proper
and legitimate guidance, they can be measurably self-supporting, and
the females be at the same time protected from those vile and degrad-
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ing influences to which this class of unfortunates is peculiarly sub-
jected.

. It seems to me that the strongest argument that can be presented in
favor of an institution of this kind, in an economical point of view,
leaving out, if you please, the enormous amount of suffering removed,
i« the fact that by this means alone are prevented hundreds of issue
from imbecile parentage that would fall upon the counties and states
to protect and support, without check to farther increase. 1 eclaim
that no one will deny that it is the duty of the states and public gen-
erally to adopt at as early a date as possible the most advisable means
for tie prevention of these great evils, and, in a great measure, secure
the female portion of this depraved and helpless class against an im-
moral element that infests almost every neighborhood. If we will but
take warning and profit by the experience 0% some of the older states,
we will certainly give this important matter the due consideration
which it demands of a christian and philanthropie ple.

To show something of the evils resulting from placing female pau-
pers of inferior intelli%fnce in county poor-houses, I will notice a few
extracts from the tenth annual report of the State Board of Charities
of New York.

By a concurrent resolution of May 29, 1873, the legislature directed
the State Board of Charities to examine into the cause of crime and

guperism in the state. In compliance with that resolution an exam-
mation, which occupied the secretarv of the board and commissioners
for the greater part of two years, was made into the antecedents of
of every inmate of the poor-houses of the state, and the result submit-
ted to the legislature.

A casual perusal of this report is sufficient to convince the most
skeptical that one of the most important and dangerous causes of the
increase of erime and imbecility, as well as pauperism and insanity, is
the unrestrained liberty allowed to vagrant and degraded young women,
and the unguarded condition of female pau of inferior mind, who,
if they had during their earlier lives been pr:cr:d in an institution for
training, might have been rendered self-sustaining and self-protective
and thus been able to avoid, not only life-long support at the hands o
the publie, but the misery and untold woe brought upon their illegiti-
mate offspring.

The following are the records of only a few of the women found in
the various poor-houses—women who from early girlhood had been
tossed from poor-house to jail, and from jail to poor-house, until the
last trace of womanhood in them had been destroyed:

“In Albany county poor-house a single woman, fortg (40) years old,
of foreign birth, and nine (9) years i the United States, was the
mother of seven (7) illegitimate children; the woman degraded and
debased, and soon again to become a mother.”

“In Chantangqua county poor-house a woman fifty-five (55) years
old, admitted when twenty-two (22) as a vagrant, * * * = has
been discharged from the house and returned repeatedly for the past
thht'ie:y-;:llillrdee 33}) years, during which time she has had six (6) illegiti-
mate children.
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“In Cortland county poor-house an unmarried woman, twenty-seven
(27) years old, with her infant child, has been the mother of four (4)
illegitimate children: and four (4) of her sisters have also had illegiti-
mate children.”

“In Essex county poor-house a black woman, widowed, aged forty-
nine (49), and her danghter, single, aged twenty-four (%af audor}?er
andson. a mulatto, four (4) years old, illegitimate, and born in the
house; the first has been the mother of ten (10) children, seven (7) of
whom were dlegltxmate. and the second has had three (3) illegitimate
offspring.” * *

“In Greene county poor-house a vagrant, unmarried woman, fort
(40{ years old, first an inmate when twenty-one (21) years ol(i. (:m(sl'
\zlllldprob’z’thly remain a public burden for life: has five (5) illegitimate
children.

“In the Herkimer county poor-house a single woman, aged sixty-
four (64) years, twenty (20) of which have been spent inagthe poo)l"-
house; has had six (6) illegitimate children.”

_ *“In the Montgomery poor-house a woman twenty (20) years old,
illegitimate, uneducated and vagrant, has two (2) illegitimate children
in the hogse; recently married an intemperate, erippled man, formerly
a pauper,

~“In the Otsego county poor-house a widowed woman, aged thirty-
five (35) years, three (3) times married; first when only thirteen; is
ignorant, intemperate and vagrant: has spent twelve (12) years in the
poor-house: has seven living children, and seems likely to burden the
public with additional progeny.”

lThleu l:mz .bu:ha few of tl;e mmf:y specimens that show only too
clearly what is the common fate of vagrant and i i i
wliin so:ll_mitted ltlo ol:u' poor-houses, e feeora g

In dealing with this subject there are two distinct and separate
objects to be accomplished, viz: 1st. To reform them if pogsible:
and, 2nd, if they cannot be reformed, at least to cut off the line of
Eﬁ;ﬁ:}ltary pauperism, crime and imbecility, now transmitted through

So long as this class of women is allowed under the control of
cnuntﬁ aut!noptn_es' neither of these objects can be attained, from the
fact that discipline and control are necessarily spasmodic and uncer-
tain, owing to the constant change of individual officers and the lack
of proper conveniences for the positive and constant separation of the
sexes. Until this gigantic evil 1s removed, we must expect every year
to bring an mcrause‘g hereditary pauperism, erime and idiocy.

A reformatory for women, under the management of women, would
be a grand and noble institution, and in time would contribute more
toward reducing crime, insanity, and idiocy than can well be m:i:ned,
I refer to this evil merely as one of the greatest causes of hereditary
imbecility, and it should engage our most earnest attention.

When we positively know that our children of three (3) and four (4)
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generations to come shall receive as their heritage the sins and virtues
of their parents—all who feel and regard their responsibility will have
concern for their personal habits and health, which are transmitted.

“A not unfrequent cause of mental deterioration is the intermarriage
of blood relations. The great physiological law that like produces like
depeng(si upon this condition that the parents shall not be nearly allied
in blood.” :

We do not mean to say that imbecility is always the result of causes
that can be prevented, or that it is always hereditary.

Dr. Sequin says: “ We have seen it creep from the couch of the
young, of the health'v, and of talented. as well as from that of the
lowly or the vicious.’ - e '

Since it is evident that the rich as well- as the poor, the intelligent
as well as the ignorant, are linble to the sad misfortune of having
members of their family deficient mentally and physically, we cer-
tainly ought not to shut our ears to the cries and pleadings of this
neglected and helpless class, and withhold from them that which is
due all, feeble or otherwise, in our commonwealth, the equal and free
right of protection and education.

e trust that aid and sympathy in the future will not be denied the
feeble-minded because of their weakness and inability to keep pace in
the race, or because of their beclouded minds they have been unable to
find the true way. Their very feebleness, and the fact of their existence
in intellectual darkness, ought to secure to them needed help and light.
Surely it is not humane or Christian to leave the wounded to suffer
and die upon the field of life’s battle, without kindly gathering them
np and supplying their every need and want.

Other classes of inferior children, and even the strong and vigorous,
have been well and liberally provided for, both in way of comforts and
education, and now shall not the most neglected, as well as the most
afflicted, receive some share at least of the State's bounty, which has
been so long withheld from them? It is truly time we minister to the
needs of these unfortunates, and withhold from them no longer justice
and merey.

They are human beings in our midst and a part of us. qun the very
verge of mental death, and yet forbidden the hoon which eath brings.
They are at present unable to supply their own reasonable demands,
and we who are blest with all our faculties and reason must for a time
render them the necessary aid, until they can be taught such useful
arts and occupations that they will ultimately be enabled to supply
their own needs. They must be governed with parental care and
treated with genuine sympathy, and their every comfort and want pro-
vided by a generous and charitable public. In this I feel assured the
benevolent State of lowa will not lag behind her sister states, but
come to the front, and nobly perform her duty toward the most pitiful
and needful of her wards. ‘

The opportunity now presents itself for me to express my heartfelt
thanks to the officers and employes of the Institution for the zeal with
which they have performed their various duties, and the interest they
have manifested in the kind care and progress of our feeble children.
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Miss M. Maud Archibald, who taught the first class in the Instity-
tion after its organization, and who has remained connected with the
school since that time, rendering good service, has resigned her posi-
tion as teacher to fill the office of superintendent of public instruction
in Mills county; her resignation taking effect Janunary 1st.

Miss Carrie Hayden, who has also been faithful and earnest in the
discharge of duty, has resigned, and accepted a more pleasant and lu-
crative position in “ a school of one.”

Misses Jennie Van Dorin and Sabrina Archibald still remain with
us, and continue to render their unremitting efforts to arouse and im-
prove the feeble minds committed to their charge; and their extended
experience, faithfulness and ability, cannot be too highly estimated
and appreciated.

The Matron has labored patiently and faithfully in her department,
rendering our children as comfortable, cheerful and happy as their
limited capacities will allow.

The attendants have been all I could desire, kind, careful and watch-
ful, and have done what they counld for the comfort and improvement
of their charges. They are all rewarded, not merely in the thought
of having been conscientiously faithful in the discharge of their
duties, but also in the gratifying reflection that their time and ener-
gies have been effectual in contributing to the improvement and com-
fort of this helpless and most pitiful elass.
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of Stereoptican, which I highly prize as a valuable appliance for af-
fording amusement and instruction for the children,

Drs. J. A. Donelan and W. S. Townsend, for their kind attention to
the needs of the sick daring my necessary absence from the Institu-
tion on several occasions.

Mrs. Dr. J. A. Donelan, for donation of a pair of beautiful cana-
ries for little girls’ play-room.

Hamer F. Wilson, Esq., school-room apparatus.

Mrs. E. I. Vansandt and Mrs. Rothert, of Keokuk, for clothing to
Institution. Many thanks.

The third and fourth annual meeting of the Association of Medical
Officers of American Institutions for Feeble-Minded and Idiotie per-
sons, held its session at the New York Asylum for Idiots, June 8th to
12th, 1878, and at the Illinois Asylum for Feeble-minded children,
May 27th to May 29th, 1879. Papers were read and discussed on the
following subjects, viz:

“The Relation of Speech or Language to Idiocy.” by Dr. H. B.
Wilbur, Syracuse, N. Y.; * Temporary Loss of Speech After Epileptic
Fits,” Dr. Fletcher Beach, England ; ** Recent Progress in the Train-
ing of Idiots,” Dr. E. Seguin, N. Y.: * Intemperance as a Cause of
Idiocy,” by Dr. G. E. Shuttleworth, England; * The Offspring of First
Counsins,” by Mrs. Dr. George Brown, of Barre, Mass.; ** The Propor-
tion of Sexes in ldiocy,” by Dr. Isaac N. Kerlin, of Penn.: * Internal
Hydrocephalus,” by Dr. H. M. Knight, Connecticut: “Juvenile In-
sanity,” by Dr. I. N. Kerlin, Media, Penn.

Reports were then received upon the development and progress of
the various institutions, and improvements in school training during
the years 1878 and 1879,

In conclusion, gentlemen, I desire to acknowledge kind aid and en-
couragement at your hands, in the way of useful suggestions and per-
sonal effort in the execution of our institution work, and for confi-
dence you have so kindly manifested in our administration of the af-
fairs of the Asylum during the past biennial period just closed, and
trust that its future management will still continue to insure your
most worthy approval, and that it will ever prove to be one of the
most useful and humane of our State institutions.

6
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I earnestly and humbly commend our helpless household to that
great and wise Providence, who has so graciously blessed our past ef-
forts in the work, and ask a continuance of His goodness to still

greater prosperity and usefulness in this philanthropic enterprise iy
the future.

Respectfully submitted,
0. W. AgrcHisaLp,

Institution, Oct. 1, 1879. Superintendent

DONATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS TREE, 1877.

..................................................

RESRS RIS sAwhe da R TR o in Vanen s s YR CARD @0 00w uhnesn Ve amas LR R s
PR fea e

1520.) REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT. 43

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT

(f Receipts for Towa Asylum for Feeble-Minded Children, from November
1st, 1877, to October 1st, 1879 (on account of T'wition, Clothing. and Farm
Produets).

0. W. ARCHIBALD—DERIT.

I18T7.
PDoc. 1. Tocash, W.R English .........cciiesiiaciiivinne. & 10 00
T 8 TO Ol BIRDOBET - 35 cvpasvstivadeesigosivosssnies 60 00
e 8 Tooneh, O Merritl. . i < s onsrvismmssdisasssrssasais 30 00
1878,
A B Toonsh, W B EngUsl oooi.cvossvibisaaaaiisisndvsine 20 00
Feb. 8. Tocash,E.R.Townsend .........civeecvininnaiss 20 00
Feb. 28. To cash, G. E. Merritt ........ AR TRt SR sy sttt 80 00
March 7. Tocash, M. 8. ROZOIB..cc.ccvouamisriicansancisnnnsnes 45 00
March 7. To cash, C. M. Stinson............. e P TS e A B s 5 00
April 10. Tocash, W.R. English........c.cov cicienniiiiinnnins 10 00
April 10. To cash, E. R. Townsend ... ......ooiiiiiiinain 20 00

oo ) R g e O R e T G O S $ 250 00

CREDIT,
1877 and 1878,
Dec, 1 to April 10. By ecash, A. J. Russell (Treasurer), as per dates
ROV 55 vivm = amisivins i kR RN R T cevee 250 00
DEBIT.

1878,
May 4 Tocash,M. France.......c.cooivvevraniriiciiiecnns 8 3000
June 14, Tocash, W.R. English.......ccooviiiiiiariininnniens 20 00
June 14 Toecash, G. P.2lerrith ..ococvvvviniaenss o0 g ke 15 00
June 14. To cash, Gen. Geddes........... Fo R SR By, 44 20
June 14. Tocash,S. Eull .........c...c. B v rwian o P Biry m R 13 78
June 14. To cash, Clayton county..........ooovevinanicaris 20 20
June 14. To cash, J. B. Crombie....... Ba o v A R A H e g8 e 2 00
June 14, Toeash, J.8B.0rim .........vun. s p 3 50
June 14, To cash, Mrs. Kinkade......ccoooiiciviiiinnrirninnsns 3 50
June 14. To cash, L. H. Morgan.................. AR 60
June 14. To cash, J. Schotte............. 125
June 14, To cash, Museatine county ...........c.ooovven PRSP | . |
June 24, To cash, Guthrie county.......o...coooiieenenns g X
June 24, To cash, Dubuque county... .....ooooooeenens Yetsobey 11 BE

June 24, To cash, Benton county ........ ... .... 17 05
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1878.
July B.. 10 cash; GOEERS G0MNTY -« «visicus o vor s csiamnsnmsnsss oo 8 545
July &5 Tocash; H, B.JONGS.. .ccosissscessscnmsnarsarissosas 15 00
July 5. To cash, Black Hawk county ..........c.coeaninan... 26 87
Jaly B Fo 00l TRYMT COMIEY : < + 575 ¢ vi 5 1.6 00 xe v b wple o ek s 22 00
July . 34 Foenah, TN O0MBEY x5 55y s v nsavmnme svmsan asibds 17 95
July 18, Tocanh, Orwlord couBbY ..« cccvinsrsnsonnoarusnvesss 18 17
July 16, To'oash, Beotl comnty. - cooevvicossvasimmonns sonse masdn 30 48
Sept. 10, To cash, Isaac Vandoren............ veeivuonnninnn., 2 8
Bopk  10. Tocash, W. R TOWDBORA. « 5 oo i s visdnbatotng g ssinks 25 85
Sept. 10. Tocash, M. B. VADAUBET » .« «svos e nvos omeiansns oo % 415
Seph 100 o cash, A GedRes; . . s ehi s o il aid oy ainan s 30 00
Sept. 10. To cash, from sale of three calves........ ...covvvien. 10 00
Bk 2% -T0 ohnh, G B OBBWEIY- - - 50is 500 b Tirdla Shtinkaess 10 00
Bept 10, Tooabh, Wo . MIOETIR. s couss s iv s s bins soedmeibing s i 500
SepE: 0. . Jo.onm, H. B JODOH, <o saniy - den i@t i s shaes @ % 12 u
Sept.  10. To cash, John Schmaker ....... £ ol s Al s b Al b e 6 50
SEPR 30 WO o, MR R s o 2 25 5355 1 R s s Tt i 20
Oct. Lo Baconnlyl B By JOMBB ~ v 5050000 a-inate se 30 bk s giramnissilyic 20 00
Oct. R0 ol O B TRWEIL, . cv i vt e S R e e N 10 00
Fioer" 3 To.onsh; A. B MRBUBIBOR, o » v d i3k san st s ule viieminikin 50 00
Dec. 2. To eash, Pottawattamie county.............. SRR 19 00
Det, . L5 Tooadh, O BORIWEIL. - .. csiiovi wonersh buiin's <o slissns 10 00
Dec. 3. - To canhy; MU 0OUAEY w0 s vommsvamsn s s maistos oa 54 15
Dee. S Tooash, Jan FIBR0OE - 1 it e civs sivas vursigd s in s 63 00
Dee, 8 Toonsh; G BeBaAWETL v i i msenssiesin s V¥4 10 00
Den 3 Toash, H.OWIBREY ... o0 50 vonvraeroovu dingin doaivih 10 00
Dec. 9 Tocash, H.E.Jones......v.u.z.s S 1 o NPTy U § S 20 00
2

R0 CRBICEE M. o v~ woisengisssnm mbndios ekl ssinsn 52

Dec. RO aaal, W R Hnpliah - o v o e e it Sa e s 20 00
1879,
dan. . 10: To cash, Gen: Goddos. cu oreoy o vosmsnensssssasiss 120 00
Jan.  10. To eash, John Schmaker. .... .... A A A £ R 11 20
Jan. 10. Tocash,MarthaJ, Hill.................... TR SR 2176
Jan. 10, To cash, John Meighn .............. sl ke 27
Jan. 10, To cash, P, W. Wittich ..... L ot SR et e 2 90
dam,. 10, To ol G B, CRAWEIl. : o v vvs oioin oo nnspas s 10 00
Jan.  10. To cash, Mrs, Stafford.... ....... LR W b e 10 00
Jan.  10. To cash, John Danket ................... AT e 475
Jan. 23, To cash, E. P. McOreighte.oe..oveine... 15 00
Jan. 23, Toecash, J. 0. Keep.........o.. ... I R 6 00
Jan, 23, Toeanh,l(u.lhryO‘Donnell..... ..... £ 0 SR o 10 00
Jan. 23 To cash, Scott county................ - YT eee 5078
Jan. 23, To cash, Mrs. E. Woodall.......... 115
Jan.. 28. To cash, JOB BEhOtb.a. . veuereersnnssrseinssssnnnsenss 5 00
23.
28,

To cash, Pottawattamie county.............cc.cvvn..
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Jan. 23. Toecash, Mills county......c.c..coovviiiiiiiiiiian... $
Jan. 23. Toecash, Floyd county..........c.ooooviiiiniiiii,
Jan. 23. To cash, Guthrie county...............ooo ool
Jan. 23. To cash, Musecatine county.......................o..
Jan. 23. Tocash, Tama county.........ocovveiniiiiiiiii,
Jan. 28. Tocash, Crawford county...........oooiiiiiniiini,
Feb. 10. To cash, O'Brien county......ccccociiivininiiiiin.,
¥eb. 10. Tocash,G. B. Cadwell...ccvoviininiiicninianniinaes
Feb. 10. To cash, Des Moines county.............coovivnn s,
¥eh. 10, Toonsh, W.B. Enghish.......c. ceccciraseneanpainine
Feb. 10. To cash, Paul Denning......cccc.nrviransvosnnvsines
Feb, 10. To cash, Bremer county..........couiveiueeinrnonnsass
TR T T A L R S e S
Feb. 10. Tocash,E. R. Townsend.... .ic.cocices asnanarssvees
Feb. 10. To cash, Black Hawk county. ..... ... cvovienninnnn
¥eb. 10. Tocash,J. B. Crombie,........vevianen & AN b o 8
Feb. 10. Tocash, John C. ANderson. ... ...« ooeuveeverinenanns
April 12. Tocash, Taylor county...........ccoooiieniiiniiinn,
April 12. To cash, Miss Libby......cccvcimveriiiiimiiiiinnines
April 12. To ecash,J. B. Cadwell.................. R RS
April 12. To cash, Benton county..........ccovoviiiiiniennins
April 12. Tocash,8. D, Coffin.....cccvvvunvupennnnsnnnsnearanes
April 12, To cash, Poweshiek county.........cccoavuiviniiiiins
April 12. To cash, Rose De Vinney........ccoiiivsivesieeesine
April 12, To cash;, A. B. MAstarSOn «.«% . vuemivasennssosevisass
April 12. To cash, Fremont county........c.ccoeiusvianvncees
April 12. Toocash, F. M. MCEITAVY. ..« oc si'vsvusssisonessoves
April 12, Tocash, L. H. Morgan.... ......coooviiinniiainnn.
April 12, Toeash, G. B.Cadwell. ....c.ovo < indermineinsanissis
April 12. Tocash,J. P. Curtis.......... PR e T
ASEE 18 Tovash, Wo W BUE iooeitoveaiiinerisrorsssasmanes
April 12. To cash, Winneshiek county.................oooiniss
April 12, To cash, cow sold (cow fund)........coovinvniiiaiiins
May 14. To cash, Clayton county............ccciieviinene e
May 14, To cash, Delaware county..........ccouiiiiieminncasen
July’ 11. To.cash, Dubugue COunY....ccccuerriivvsnsnianssas
July 11, Toecash, G.B. Cadwell.......c.ocoviiiinmmansn
Jaly 11, Toaoash, H.B. Mitchell.....oox oo voiniaisine e
Suly 1t Tocash, B. I, Co. v v covsvoss sne walh s
TR 31 Do cash Bim Bl ot s el et s N e e
July 11. Toecash, 8. D. Cotin.......... R s NER .
Uialy 13 Tocash E. B SImmOnR: . «.ucevives crnons <o M
July 11 To eash, G. B. Cadwell......... SRl
July 11. Tocash, E. R Townsend...... :oseosasova i ooy Sxe
July 12, To cash, sale of hogs ......... Yol e

19 00

10 00
18 00
30 00
51 60
20 6
43 04
6 06
15 45
20 00
10 00
30 00
18 00
10 26
% 00
13 58
60 00
6 1T
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1879. ' RECAPITULATION,
Aug. 26. To cash, F. E?ewer. Crrere ot STV D O S g $ 1 Received for tuition and elothing. .....oooevnieiiiiies oeinann. $ 2,778 36
Aug, 9. Tocash, P, FPIOh........ccacncnioevaiunmradiasshosyus 30 00 v T8 BID OF BRI Lt = 02« x v e s uosnndhs s seennn e anemes 96 52
Aug. 26, Toocash, M. FFANGS. .covossaesaraewmnriinestibsonss vas 100 0n oy A
Sept. 11. To cash, Guthrie county.........ccccuveevecivmecnayan. 31 00 B e o e 0 e iy S, v 3 e B 0 Rt et T 4 § 2869 88
Bept. 11. 'To cash, Jofferson COURLY ... . vos- viwnns onisbanssonah 3304 IR AL L IEISEEL. - v s M kb sl oo v o% wamwmos mae wia vy $ 250 00
Sept. 11. To cash, F1oyd COUNtY. .. .ccvvrvvresernans venrrennnns 33 80 Paid E. R. 8. Woodrow............ooiiiniiiiiiiii, 2,303 £6
8t 15 TG W T . . T TS R 30 09 Amounton hand. .. ....cooviiaiiiii 815 92
Sept. 11, To cagh, Geo, MeLaughlin. ... . cvsesnins2ovsstanue ok 30 00 $ 2800 88 & 2860 88
Sopt. ' 11. To cash, H. B, Mitehell. . i ivsiiaiea i ssomanannn i 20 00
BEpt 11 . 'To Onall; BoOtt COMDEY o o6 +v5csavat « dansny il aWivelsine £ au 56 78
Bept. 371, TocashyB. J.00X. 000 o vocerimbniimesmenss s ddbnsnins as 3 40
Sept. 17. To cash, W, Hollopeter................. W dbDN s e ey 500
Bepk - Aty Tooasll B Ooflin <o winebives o covla s asSa el o s sl 45 00
Sept. 17. To cash, J. Danket.................. sioie <laime el o o ot 585
Sept. 17. To cash, Nannie Williams. .............ocoeveina... 200
Bept. 17, Toonsl, O BHOMMAN. .. 0vucvsveiunnisionisssommenion s 500
Bept. 17 To cash, MINS CoMnLY. v oo v anevsns s vaiosslosion irie s 38 95
R T ST T T R NP Y 37
Sept. 17 Tocash, M.J. Hill........ .... Sl S i ST ars mele 360
Bevt. 1% W0 ously B WL WIIOI « oo o sk dis e siut et e & ‘ :
Sept, 24. To cash, Annie Clark............... L A LT
Sept. 27. To cash, Dubuque county............ A s s sl
Sept. 7. ‘Tooash, H.'W. BBIY- .« oo fooasvahbina, LT T

(e R B A L e ST R by $ 2619 88
OREDIT.

1878,
May 4. By cash paid E. R. 8. Woodrow, Treasurer......... ot
June 14, By cash paid E. R. S, Woodrow, Treasurer ............
June 14. By cash paid E. R. 8. Woodrow, Treasurer....... Wasahls
July 5. By cash paid E. R, 8. Woodrow, Treasurer......
July 16, By cash paid E. R. S. Woodrow, Treasurer............
Sept.  10. By eash paid E. R. S. Woodrow, Treasurer. .. .. ahivs o
Oct. 1. By cash paid E. R. 8. Woodrow, Treasurer............
Dee. 2. By cash paid E. R. 8. Woodrow, Treasurer............

1870,

Jan. 2. By cash paid E. R. 8. Woodrow, Treasurer. ...........
Jan. 23, By cash paid E. R. 8. Woodrow, Treasurer............
Feb. 10. By cash paid E. R. S. Woodrow, Treasurer. ...........
April 12, By eash paid E. R. 8. Woodrow, Treasurer. ..........
May 14. By eash paid E. R. S. Woodrow, Treasurer............
July 11, By cash paid E. R. 8. Woodrow, Treasurer. ...........
Sept. 8. By cash paid E. R. S, Woodrow, Treasurer............

g LT T R S
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Feeble-minded Children from Nov. 1st, 1877, to Now.
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ITEMIZED STATEMENT

ASYLUM FOR FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN.

1st, 1879.

[No. 20,

kind, and cost of articles purchased for the Iowa Asylum for

ITEM. MEASURE. AMOUNT.
rovements and repairs—
Poonds | consanuse 8

TAUMDOE w0 anaessoosssmarssansnssassssnes Feeti o o]oinvsvanna
Window g1as8 «oeoveeneravisaarueanasans PIOees .o |sssessnses
Hinges and DU .. . c.ooeenneseomiarraees PRITE .. Josteswn iz
Stove pipes, elbows, ete . ..ocoineaeenn Jolnts ... |ooonewscon
Tacks and Drads .. .cveeerrirnanernannees TOBS v« o nfos sisuninens
Pump and well TePAIrs . ......oovvvrernneefioesreceesls A
Bold@Y . .oass «  spassavsipensanabssanraae Pound ...} eesesease
Hooks and staples I T GIoBS ... .fcvevnsonss
Gas and water pipe . ..coociveiirannenes Bt &IbB. [ covenese:
Drawer Pulls . oo seeriminn e Dozen ...|.cocaeness
WALEr COCKS <« cosuvnnersnsseneoenraransass Number 1
Plastering . . . coovoeeeoarsoiivarsnanaosses T.abor, 6t} . cecsyss
Tine CHAIK .« covvvnninvenrassnosnsrsonsses Pound ...[eeeeeveses
Door and padlocks .. ...o.ev sevaeeaanss Number .|....coovees
Sheet ZINC . coesocvessacrsritsoseisipsossne Pound s
WiIndow Sa8H. ... v covreoconseciseeiiionns Number
COMBIE - 0 s diin s 34 % o4 5 mlaxs &'ox B & s awnTe
CRABIIOR .« » «5iv 5 v vos w0 0n sis easiais BT RN S Msa 58
Bheal BN .. voeexeavs ssonrnsnarbonnsasanas
Lime ........... e ok i T s
ere stretehers for fence
Elecl.ric bells and and attachments. ... . ...
Hooks for ceiling

%1 P tc ...........................
all paper,

Shade trees...coivreeeieiareirssssnsnansne
THOTL OB 5 v p o wnis » wansmtis i an &8 S b3 o o
DOOT TOMBEB « ¢ s nuvvsnssnssnssessnisassasos
THN COTNI0B: « sv v sssenssanssssmpanssanse

|
|

haggézeaas

]
(S
SEEERRILIERESISTSE

aoS-SS» 8 m:l‘.rﬂs; 5-‘—-8

.
B o e

SENESLEESEEBSABISES

sesss e A e ss e Srar e

! npsand WORPRRE =3 e 5w riis ¥
ROE DRPROTR. o v aisnsio x/Ks 5-5x asc 0.0

I T I T

Flotes s ';;5 """ e
Goblets and tumblers. ...................\Seta ...
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ITEMIZED STATEMENT—CONTINUED.
ITEM. MEASURE. AMOUNT. COST.
Provﬁamextxt.s, ete.—Continued. T B ke i
Coupling fOr PUMPS «...ccovaevisssivasvans ,
G P ey ol e i 9% ik
{'v:;:gts ................................... Number . 12 -
DI SDORRIDE. b /s vinncsnnwossssasavsnns BoBb «.vx . 84 -~
glustet T A SRR W L PO I R PONOH .o dvsevisses '? =
L PADOT BADEINE. -« vvcocecaiiscncsnaavosanes T i HOSIROR 9,5
e AR oy Lanit) - G R
ARt |~ i el 43
Wardrobeandtrunklocks..........::::::Nulg]ber """"" 30 1?40
'ggch]; nhamgers ......................... Number . 8 1 %
o ey stops and flues........c..coiees Number . 7 i
mvmr....:.:::::::::::::':::::::::::::::"‘3},‘;;ds | N (X -
Do 112111 I 16
....... sesnssna sonsnsvmstesnssssence o ]AFRMON o lsvassnnens
é‘::vlg?il:ck ............................. 2T (N St b ?8
B v n s iy b AN & 5.5 e o W Day .
Linseed Ofl. .. o.vuvneromenovns B Gallon .. [.... o000 e
Paint brushes ........... e R T Number .|.......oo: 4]
?ﬁzﬁg and tfianey‘}0 painb itl.f,ng ................... g F e % 1§ gg
gno ces ORI v v 5o v 005 o No. times.|... . ....
, o PO A e 225
Coal tar . 4 T
50
mp pl 1 25
wmd-mm and attachment. .. . .| 188 2
Mppe..‘?‘.‘f?..:.:.::::':.. : i
o PE 6 gg
T)oor Sﬁxxiéém. » &
scrapers . 1 g
i i 3 01
Shadei 4 80
rVegetabl dish e
e es
Zine, for o8
Mi %
Glass dishes . .. :‘1’
65
55
50
20
80
60
70
15
2
20
30

eh e wBlen i 828
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£ = S A’ g ¥, ]
ITEMIZED STATEMENT—CONTINUED, ITEMIZED STATEMENT—CONTINUED

I'TEM. MEASURE. AMOUNT,| COST, ITEM. iRl AdOowE.| Siat
F“_""“” re—Continued. Furniture—Continued.
BPOOS v oosocreesers gane musssnscnsceses Sets. ... 36% 32 10 DO R = 1k v/t s o b5 A A A 54 heiraa Number 1118 1
le knnex and forks. ..coeovsseuinssns *%et; ba r ............ 23 45 Shoe bmshes ....................... . g l %
Bhearq .................................... Nu o R 80 B R e v Sosne g b
OBAITS ¢ v suvaszosnse sewesvsmnaseaansatdns Dozen ... 6 104 85 Wash pltcher R MR P e . m‘z‘en 14 6 30
L e oy S e o A Numbar . é 81 00 Tooth and nail brushes ...................]. eL """ " 3
Picturetand motto frames......... e A S NUMDET «foseorerosse 33 51 L PSRRI E OC R ( 3.4
AL WIBIN o cc s o sio 0 s 0hssnosmonmsnsvavens Yards ... 14435 108 63 R S AR 3 2 50
MilK PADS..oooscsnenerunrenssncciniasnas N fissciviva TUT e R 1 88
T O e P R T ‘I;(\’xmher - }3 12 00 R TR é : gg
SEAIT TOAS .« vvvsnernnanasescosrorressnnans Zen: ... 134 3 08 ind w shades .
T.amp ShAdes. . «ccoseiasresassosscnasanss Dozen ... Tie 415 s‘gcre&ry ................. 1 32 4
CERBR « o v oo wssansesanonssrsasansss | Yards ... 46315 49 93 Looking-glass - g g
Lantern glohes . ...viiieieiinens JANuber |- .eopiees 2 50 Clock f ________
et o N R S ANumber .|....coeeens 19 54 Bed castors. ........ 11 150
Hair brushes. ccoeeevvsciseanss .|Dozen ... 1% 11 60 TN CUPS <2 vvvnnrrenon 9 4 00
CAN-OTNATENtS, . ... .+.eeoee- ..|Number . 211 Bagh L0011+ .+ veensrnsen weseveerenersr.|Number .| il e
G g ¥ mm;avs 3 s
OtU0RBA - s o ow snanevrronaresariee Smoo ANeS s es0ses s s g S
Door Mats. .co.o