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FROM THE DIRECTOR

FRO!
[n the last issue of the lowa one-in-the-same when 1t comes
Conservationist, I shared with to the ultimate goal of achiev- ]
you a letter prepared for the ing an lowa that values and Oller
lowa Legislature regarding protects its natural resources. 1
waterquality standards. In this This year marks the 20" I
issue, we share highlights of the anniversary of the formation of 'R
recently completed lowa the Department of Natural
Wildlife Action Plan. Resources and to many citizens. BAC
The wildlife plan, as you will we are still viewed as two GMIT
read later in this issue, 1s about separate agencies — a recre-
habitat. It’s about how we treat ational side and an environmental
our natural resources in lowa. protection side.
[t’s about the value we place on But the two efforts above
the natural treasures here. It's exemplity how this department,
~ ~ about what we envision for the although probably the most
Blllldlng a future of our state. broad-based agency instate
The lowa Wildlife Action government, comes together fora
Better Place Plan is a coordinated effort common mission summarized
lead by the Conservation and perfectly in our mission state-
® Recreation Division of the ment: To conserve and en-
tO lee DNR, with input from a vast hance our natural resources in
array of citizens and conserva- cooperation with individuals
tion organizations. Water and organizations to improve
quality standards have been the quality of life for lowans
primarily driven by the Envi- and ensure a legacy for future
ronmental Services Division of generations. De‘
the DNR. with input from The essence of both the
environmental and stakeholder wildlife plan and the water quality
aroups. standards 1s not to define what
The habitat improvements we are, but what we should :
called forn the wildlife plan, aspire to be. It’s about leaving a
bothon the land and in the legacy to future generations
waler, are part and parcel to the affirming that we can leave our
efforts needed to improve water natural resources better than we
quality. The water quality found them. It’s about making
standards are the cornerstone of lowa a better state — a better. Tﬁ:ﬁ
determining what kind of work more desirable placeto live. =

needs to be done and measuring

success after it occurs. Like the - .
Director’s Message

—_—

DNR itself. these seemingly
separate functions are actually cont. on page 4
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FRONTCOVER: BY LOWELL WASHBURN
Renee Ollenburg, of Lake Mills, bagged
her first gobbler during the 2005 spring season.
She shot the 3-year-old, 24-pound bird in
northeast lowa at a range of 25 yards.

"l was really shaking, having trouble
breathing and all that good stuff," laughed
Ollenburg. “That hunt was definitely one of the
most exciting things I've done in a long time,
and it all happened in such a beautiful part of
the state.”

Read more about springtime in northeast
lowa in lowa Grand Slam on page 30.

BACKCOVER: PASSONATRADITIONBY CLAY
SMITH
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2006 FISHING FORECAST

TOURNAMENT FISHING

! by Mick Klemesrud

Growing interest in competition fishing poses con-
cerns, but also creates opportunities for coopera-

tion.

IOWA GRAND SLAM

by Lowell Washburn
Discover the spring challenge that awaits in north-

east lowa,

ARCHERY TURKEY HUNT PEGS THE
NEEDLE ON THE THRILL-O-METER

by Lowell Washburn

Share the excitement, as our author recounts his
turkey hunt with a bow.

SETTING A COURSE FOR ACTION

by Kevin Baskins
A recently completed 25-year plan sets goals for
wildlife and their habitat in lowa.

MAXIMIZING YOUR MOREL MOTHER
LODE
by Alan Foster

For those faced with the “problem™ of too many

mushrooms, or for those who want to extend their

enjoyment of them, here are some storage tips.

NEW CAMPSITE RESERVATION
INFORMATION

2006 STAMP DESIGNS

SPECIAL INSERT: 2005 FISH
AWARDS




Director’s Message

And as director of the DNR.
[ can say that protecting and
improving the natural resources1s
central to the mission of every
employee here —regardless of
whatdivision they work for.

[ have the joy — and admit-
tedly. some of the headaches —
of directing a department with
what, on the surface, often
appears to be two very different
functions censisting of conserva-
ton/recreation and environmental
protection. To this day. I sull hear
the occasional references to the

“black hat side of the department

cont. from page 2

and white hat side of the depart-
ment.

As to who wears what color
hatin this department, | have to
honestly plead innocence. From
the sum of my expertence and
beliefs, [ can tell you thatregarding
those who abuse our natural
resources, we all wear black hats
here and to those who value,
conserve and use our natural
resources sustainably, we wear
white.

And that is the way it should

e Ol

Jetfrey R. Vonk

be!

one-year subscription

Call 515-281-5918
Or order on-line at www.lowadnr.com

Subscribe now.

(MasterCard or Visa)

for a

Editor’s Note: In the Jan/Feb
2006 1ssue, we inadvertantly left
outcontact information forour
article lowa Native Launches
Environmental Fund-Raiser. To
learn more about the San Rafael
Preserve. tollow the ride’s
progress through a trek diary or
to contribute to the ride, visit the
official website at
www.pla.net.py/sanrafael

lowa
Conservation
Education
Council

Who we are:

E=riicatoy Line [ =1
L 'll_ 211401 LS il

a central voice 1or environmenial
education (EE) in lowa. With over 300 members
we strive 1o meet the EE needs of ioday and In

the future. Leamn more about us by exploring out

website at www.iowaee.org/ICEC.htmi

Our Mission:
To provide educational pathways to enable
| lowans {0 maxe responsible environmental decisions '
Our Vision:

ICEC strives to ensure a healthy environment in
lowa by improving environmental literacy. ICEC
promotes innovative educational metnods and
| strategies: develops diverse partnerships
facilitates networking; provides access 10
information, research and trends; and embraces
‘ a balanced perspective on environmental issugs

Membership:
Membership: Includes a subscription to Pathways
‘ to Education. $25/year ($10 for students) |
payable to lowa Conservation Education Counci
Mail to: ICEC, PO Box 65534,
West Des Moines, I1A 50265.

Join us in educating others fon
a healthier environmental future
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iowa lake, stream and facility improvements

[t's spring and the novelty of
attending the various sport and
vacation shows has worn off.
Baseball is down to making its final
roster cuts and spring football is
getting underway. The days are
getting longer, and he sun 1s getting
warmer. Oil the reels folks because
it’s time. The 2006 open water
fishing season 1s finally here.

The lowa Department of Natural
Resources fisheries experts from
around the state expect fishing to be
good again this year in part because
past water quality improvement
projects have led to better water
quality in lakes and streams. There
have been a number of new physical
improvements at several lakes in
recent years that are now paying
dividends. Better vyet, it was another
year of impressive fish growth.

Nowhere has the fish growth
been more welcome than at Spirit
[Lake, where the 13-inch-plus
walleyes from the 2001 class have
finally moved past 14 inches and “a
load is ready in the spring,” said
Tom Gengerke, fisheries supervisor

for northwest lowa.

Taking a quick look around

Lake Projects Paying Dividends To lowa Anglers

Story by Mick Klemesrud Photos by Clay Smith

the state, and there 1s probably no
other region as poised for success
as southwest lowa, where numerous
projects and lake renovations are
beginning to show results. The
DNR added spawning beds, in-lake
habitat, LMProy ed lake watersheds
and renovated fish populations
aggressively during the last few
years. At Icaria, Anita and Fogle
lakes, anglers should have excellent
fishing. This 1s year three for the
fish renovations at Icaria and Anita.
Both lakes should have excellent
fishing, especially Anita, if it refills.
Anita is still about 5 feet low.

“If Anita fills, fishing will be
gangbusters. If it doesn’t fill, fishing
will still be good, and we will try to
provide access to put a boat on the
lake,” said Andy Moore, fisheries
supervisor for southwest lowa.
“lIcaria has 13- to 15-inch walleyes
already and bluegills in the 7-1/2-
inch neighborhood.™

Improvements to Fogle Lake
included lowering the lake level to
combat an over-abundance ot small
fish, and installing spawning beds to
bring fish near shore and available to

land-bound anglers.
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Spawning beds were placed in a
number of other lakes in southwest
lowa 1n 2005 and more will be added
in 2006. But anglers will have to
do some exploring. Moore said he
doesn 't plan to reveal the locations

While seeing those lakes
rebound 1s good news, there is an old
standby not too far away poised for
another banner year.

“We had great crappie fishing
last year at Lake Rathbun and wi
will again this year.” said Steve
Waters, fisheries supervisor o1
southeast lowa. *This lake 1s a
destination for crappie and walleye
anglers. Last year the walleyes wenl
wild with possibly the best fishing
ever in 2005.”

Walleye fishing at Rathbun 15 a
little different than other traditional
walleye lakes: 1t 1s a summer
fishery. As the heat of the summer
approaches and walleye fishing 1s
generally slowing, Rathbun 1s just
beginning. There 1s also an excellen
number of channel catfish and a
booming population of white bass
that has gone somewhat 1gnored.

As ftor the traditional walleye
lakes — Clear, Spirit, Storm, Black



Hawk and West Okoboji — how will
fishing be 1n 2006? Just fine.

At Clear Lake, the tremendous
start in 2005 was slowed when
the yellow bass spawn hatched,
offering a huge feast and making
old marble eyes more finicky. “The
fish are averaging 16 to 19 inches,
and should provide good action
this year,” Gengerke said. Yellow
bass should average 10 inches, but
will be fewer in number from past
l

years. There is also a substantial
increase 1n the muskie population,
with an estimated 25 percent of the
fish surveyed in the spring of 2005
U\L't'L‘I_HII;__‘ 40) inches

storm and Black Hawk lakes
each have improving walleye
numbers and sizes but will probably
offer betler fishing for other species.
Storm Lake should have excellent
fishing for channel catfish, between
2 and 5 pounds, and white bass
throughout the entire open water
season, Black Hawk Lake will have
tremendous fishing for 8- to 10-inch
crappies and bullheads, and good
early spring action for yellow bass.

West Okoboji Lake and its
tremendous water quality and
topography offers a diverse fishery,
but the most consistent species in
this lake 15 the bluegill. Of course
smallmouth bass, muskie, northern
pike, largemouth bass, walleye and
yellow perch will be available in
the 136-feet deep lake, and offer a
different challenge. But the most
consistent fish has been, and should
be again, the scrappy bluegill.

“You really never know what
you're going to catch at West

Okoboji, because this lake really

has it all,” Gengerke said. “It’s nice
to come in with some big crappies,
a walleye or two, some perch and
a basket of bluegills. There is a
lot of northern pike in the lake and
smallmouth and largemouth bass.”
Bluegills will also be the
premier species at Lake Sugema.
“If you're a bluegill
buster, put this
one on your chart.
T'he lake has good
habitat and 1s just a
tremendous bluegill
lake.” Waters said.
Other “circle on
the map™ bluegill
lakes are Hawthorn,
Belva Deer, Geode,
Wapello. Big
Creek, Fogle and
the backwaters of
the Mississippi
River.
“Lake Geode 1s
the Duke basketball
of bluegills. Itis
consistently one of
the top producers
in the state over
the }'L'Ll["x.“ Waters
said. “And Lake
Wapello is one
of my favorite
escape lakes. The
renovation work
in the 1990s has
brought good
fishing and good
water quality.
It has become a
consistently great
fishery for bluegills

—up to 10 inches.”

A number of improvement projects in recent years is pay-
ing off for lowa anglers. Water quality initiatives, infra-
structure improvements and habitat development have all
created additional and enhanced fishing conditions.

Quality bluegill fishing is also

available at LLake Hawthorn. but

1L 1S just one of many attractions
at this 172-acre lake in Mahaska

County. The lake has incredible

bass structure, and probably the best

bass population, for all sizes up to

8 pounds, Waters said. Plus it has

March/Apnl 2006 @ Jows Conservationist 7



an excellent population of channel
catfish up to 22 inches. “Right
now, it is the place to go,” Waters
said. “Hawthorn 1s a complete
lake, in the middle of nowhere.”

Big Creek 1s making a move
to become a premier bluegill lake
this year. “This 1s an excellent
bluegill fishery and 1s something
punp}t should take ady dntage of,
especially in early June,” Moore
said. “If you find the spawning
beds, you can do okay.”

Another standby, the mighty
Mississippi, has the best fish
diversity in the state. There
1s good bluegill fishing in the
backwaters, and the riveris a
channel catfish factory and can
offer many different fishing
experiences.

“Largemouth bass, crappie,
bluegill, walleye, sauger — the
Mississippi River has it all,” said
Bryan Hayes, fisheries biologist at
Manchester. The upper Mississippi
River has a robust population of
northern pike.

Walleye anglers in the Big River
begin fishing the tailwaters in early
spring, then move to the wing dams
during the summer months. In Pools
9 through 15, there is a lot of young
walleyes coming on and fishing will
be improving. Extensive habital
work at Mud and Sunfish lakes at the
lower end of Pool 11 near Dubuque,
are providing important deep water
and over winter habitat, and will
offer excellent panfish and bass
fishing.

The in-river habitat
improvements at Mud and Sunfish
lakes were not the only projects in

northeast lowa. Some important

8 lowa Conservabnonist @ March/ Apnd :l“l"'
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cold water streams also saw
extensive work.

Hayes said that work has
contributed to a tremendous growth
in the number of streams with self-
sustaining, naturally reproducing
trout populations. In 1990, there
were six streams with self-sustaining
populations of brown or brook trout.
Today, there are 27. Watershed
improvements, combined with a
research project on the survival of
fingerlings reared from wild trout,
has made today the “good old days™
when it comes to trout fishing.

In Allamakee County at Big
Paint Creek, major habitat work
during 2004 and 2005 has improved
the stream dramatically, and more

1s planned for 2006. “In the past,

Big Paint Creek was considered a
marginal stream, with trout stockings
in the spring and fall, but not in the
heat of the summer. Now we can
stock it year round, on a weekly
basis,” Hayes said.

Big Paint winds through a mix
of public and private land and nto
the Yellow River State Forest. Some
of the private land is open to public
fishing, but not all. Hayes said 1t 18
important to the future of fishing that
anglers respect private property, take
out everything they take in and treat
the land with respect.

Another project that 1s showing
major improvements 1s Lake
Macbride.

“*Macbride is one of the lakes

I’m most excited about.,” Waters
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said. Improvements to keep sediment
out of the lake, protect the shoreline,
and new 1n-lake fish attracting
habitat have led to excellent

water quality and clarity and to an
improved fishery. Macbride has a
lot of 8- to 10-inch crappies, and a
great bass population, including the
hard highting Kentucky spotted bass.
Waters said he is also starting to see
catchable-size bluegills that had been
absent in the past.

Also making a re-appearance 18
the smallmouth bass population in
the catch-and-release- 1[]|}' area of
the Middle Raccoon River, from the
Lennon Mills Dam at Panora to the
Redfield Dam. Moore said sections
of the river were deepened to 10 to

|2 feet, and some holes were dug up

A number of lowa lakes will look a
lot different to lowa anglers in 2006.
A number of lakes have undergone
additions and improvements in
recent years, including the addition
of fishing piers, jetties and enhanced
fish populations.

to 300 feet long. There are a lot of
public accesses in that stretch and
fishing has been good.

Rivers can be a bit tricky to
fish, but have the potential to offer
unbelievable action. In northeast
l[owa, smallmouth bass should be
King this year in the Maquoketa
River, especially in the catch-and
release area from the Delhi Dam
downstream, in the Upper lowa,
the Cedar from Janesville north
and the Wapsipinicon from Central
City through Independence. Other
rivers with improving smallmouth
numbers are the Volga, Turkey and
Mississippi River Pool 9 through
3. Many of these same streams also
have tremendous walleye fishing.

“From a smallmouth standpoint.
[ think things are looking better out
there, and the walleye population has
been improving ever since 2000,
said Hayes.

Things are looking better nearly
everywhere when 1t comes to
fishing. There have been a number
of projects to improve fishing across
the state over the last year or two,
including new fishing jetties, fish
cleaning stations, boat ramps, stream
accesses and more.

The northwest district alone
accounted for two gravel boat
ramps, three dredging projects, three
universally accessible fishing piers,

two in-lake habitat projects and four

accesses. Also added were four
docks. three ramps, five fish cleaning
stations, one pier, three jetties, one
silt pond and one aeration system in
the past four years.

There are a number of projects
slated for 2006, including lake
renovation projects at Viking, Cold
Springs, Pierce Creek and Thayer.

Viking Lake will be lowered in
the fall and killed out to eliminate a
yellow bass population that has taken
over the lake. It will be restocked
in the fall with advanced-growth
fingerlings, including 2- to 3-inch
bluegills, 5-inch largemouth bass
and 7-inch channel catfish. More
than 20 silt basins will be installed in
the watershed to keep nutrients and
sediment out of Viking Lake.

“We won't do anything to the
lake level until after Labor Day,”
Moore said.

The renovation plans at Cold
Springs, Pierce Creek and Thayer
|.ake are to combat carp and grass
carp that has impaired water quality.

So, with all the new features,
watershed improvements, fish
stocking and other work, what will
make 2006 a good year of fishing?

“The combination of standby
lakes and the lakes coming off
renovation work, and watershed
improvements will make it a good
year. The improved water quality
means better fish growth and better
fishing,” Moore said.

Waters had a different take.

“This will be a good year if
people get off the couch, saddle up
the vehicle and head out for fishing,”
Waters said. “The opportunities are
everywhere, just make yourself a
part of 1t.”
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smallmouth bass

Cedar River. Bremer — Decent num-

bers of smallmouth bass between
Waverly and Janesville.

Cedar River
Floyd and
Mitchell

— Good popula-
tions throughout
both counties: catch-
and-release from Hal-
verson Park to the dam at Otranto.

Maquoketa River catch-and-release
arca. Delaware — Classic rock habi-
tat in this stretch makes for excellent
smallmouth bass fishing. Better than
average reproduction during early
2000s has resulted in good numbers
of fish exceeding 12 inches avail-

able.

Maquoketa River, Jones — Anglers
fishing from Monticello dam down-
stream through Pictured Rocks area
will find fair numbers of smallies.

Mississippi River, Pools 9 through
13 — Better numbers of smallmouths

can be found in Pools 9 and
10). but fish-

ortheast

By Bill Kalishek, Regional Fisheries Supervisor

able populations are present down-
stream through Pool 13. Fish along
shoreline rock protection, rocky day
markers. and wingdams. especially
during low water conditions. Good
numbers of 10- to 13-inch fish but
fish up to 4 pounds are routinely
caught.

Turkey River.
Clayton, Fayette,
Winneshiek, and
Howard)
~You
can find
smallmouth
just about
anywhere in this river.
Try wading the portion in Howard
County during the summer.

Upper lowa River, Allamakee,
Winneshiek, and Howard — Good
smallmouth numbers throughout this
river. Float the upstream areas n
Howard County during higher flows

in the Spring.

_(;00
ot call
Volga River, Fayefte — Small stream ”“I"r:"_:
that can be fished by floating or wad- il
ing: public access at the Volga River jcnes
Recreation Area and the town of
Fayette. Miss
Wapsipinicon River. Buchanan — A Yol
lot of fish 1n the 10-to | S-inch range. Nd
Fish rocky shorelines or fallen woody 8]
structure with both live baits or artifi- iry Ci
cial lures. Recent fish surveys show OF catl
improved numbers. pound
popuk
Big Woods Lake. Black Hawk — Big abund
fish and lots of them. The connection IP-Id]
with the Cedar River pumps catfish me
into this lake. k
Wan

Casey Lake. Tama — Local favorite

ine access. Catfish of all

(Gyood shore

sizes avatlable.

Cedar River. Bremer — 2005 fish
survey indicates excellent numbers 0

“cats’ available.

Cedar, Floyd and Mitchell
Very good numbers
from the Mitchell dam
downstream with 20- to
25-inch fish present.

i‘l. Fi

Greenbelt Lake, Black Hawk Daltop

— Good access for family outings Droyer
and lots of catfish in the 11-to 15- 4 park.

inch range.
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[Lake Hen-
dricks. Howard
- Good popula-
tion of 15- to 20-
inch catfish with
some up to 25.

Ensign Hollow, Clayton — This Richmond Springs, Delaware
catch-and-release-only stream — Stocked with catchable-size rain-
bow trout both during the week and

on Saturdays, this is a popular place

for family fishing.

Sny Magill Creek, Clayton — In-
Maquoketa River, Delaware creased brown trout population due
- Good numbers and size
of catfish available. Early
morning and late evening

to fingerling stockings; stocked regu-
larly with rainbows and brooks.

1s best. Best fishing from Man- Spring Branch, Delaware — Strong

population of brown trout 12 inches

Icht:‘.xl::l‘ to Lake Delhi dam. %

and greater. ‘Three continuous miles

Mississippi River, Pools 9-15 of coldwater stream open to fish-

- Excellent reproduction past few provides
years has produced huge numbers of  the oppor-

ing. Good msect hatches on this

strearnmn.

channel cats in the Mississippi. Try tunity to . | QCT—
fishing flowing water along second- catch S \ Swiss Valley, Dubuque
ary channels near brush piles. Size trophy-sized brown trout. Three consecutive years of fish
of catfish varies from fiddlers to 4 habitat work helps support trout
pounds. Grannis Creek, Fayette — Stocked year round in this county park.

with rainbow and brook trout weekly
Volga Lake, Fayette - Excellent trom April through October; greatly — Trout Run, Winneshiek — Improve-
population of all sizes with very improved habitat and universal fish-  ments in trout habitat has resulted in
abundant 15- to 20-inchers: fish the INE access. excellent survival of
rip-rap along the dam in mid-sum- weekly stocked rain-

mer. Paint bows and brook
Creek, trout; some wild

Wapsipinicon River, Buchanan Allama-

- Good numbers of 3- to 5-pound kee — Major

catfish between Otterville and Little-  habitat IMprove-
ton. ment

brown trout

( / also mhabit

this stream.

R

Waterloo Creek, Alla-
makee — Excellent population of
wild brown trout in lower reaches:
upper segments stocked with rain-

Dalton Pond. Jackson — Physical im- Project completed in 2005: stocked bow and brook trout weekly.
provements to this small area create with rainbows and brooks; wild
a p;“‘k-]ikc ;_].l[”'“]g\;phcrc_ If...l"\} Iujd_ brown trout also PFL‘HL‘”I.

back pond fishing with close access.
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bluegills

Bergfeld Pond, Dubuque — 1.ocated
in Dubuque industrial park. This
lake is easy for families to fish for
abundant 6- to 7-inch bluegills.

Casey Lake,

Tama — A consistent pro-
ducer of 8-inch bluegills.
ook for these “gills™ on
beds in May or drift the main lake
during the summer months.

[Lake Delhi, Delaware — Good num-
bers of bluegills in the 7- to 8-inch
range. Fish the fallen woody struc-
ture along rocky shorelines. Fish
early morning or late afternoon to
avoid heavy boat traffic on this nar-

row Maquoketa River impoundment.

O a U oovnsery Lo st -3 \1.“-..' 1'!._*!'I| j'”"'

Howard — 1 .ots of fish

Lake Hendricks.

up to 8 inches with a 9-inch bluegil]
a possibility: try poppers along the
edge of the submerged vegetation in
the summer.
Mississippi River, Pools 9 — 14 — Al-
though the backwater habitats are
deteriorating from siltation, many
good habitats have been re-
stored mto ideal bluegill
habitat. Try concen-
trating on Am-

brough Slough and Bussey

[.ake in Pool 10, Sunfish Lake
and Bertom Lake in Pool 11, Browns
[.ake and Pomme de Terre Lake in
Pool 13.

Volga Lake, Fayette — Good num-
bers of 6-8 inch bluegills: the face of
the dam (especially in early spring)
and submerged brush piles on the

south shore are good areas.

crappies

Big Woods Lake.
Black Hawk — A lot (S
of 8-inch crappies for

the taking.

[.ake Delhi. Delaware — Consistent
producer of 8- to |0-inch crappies,

[Lake Hendricks, Howard — Lots of
8- to 10-inch fish: fish the outer edge
and small pockets in the abundant

submerged vegetation.

Martens Lake. Bremer — This
segment of Sweet Marsh
provides abundant 8- to
9-inch black crappies:
white crappies much
fewer but larger.
Eurasian water
milfoil pres-
ent so
remove
all aquatic
vegetation
from boats and

trailers before leaving.

Mississippi River. Pools 9-14

— Crappie populations remain strong
in the Mississippl. Best times are
early morning and late afternoon.
Concentrate on the deeper backwaltel
areas or low current sloughs near
woody structure and brushpiles.

Volga Lake, Fayette — Fish the rip-

rap on the dam in spring for 9- to 11-

inch fish; work the large submerged

brush piles in summer.

Blai }




overlook this fine river shorelines. Fish early morning and

when planning your next  late afternoon to avoid heavy boat traf-

walleye outing. Good fic on this narrow Maguoketa River
numbers up to 24 inches. impoundment.

Turkey River, How- LLake Hendricks, Howard — High num-
ard, Winneshiek bers of bass up to 16 inches.

and Fayette

— Numbers  Mississippi River, Pools 9-14

of wall- — Strong numbers of largemouth

bass exist in the Mississippt River.
Bigmouths often change locations

SIS throughout the year. Bass reside 1n
ippies ) . | : low current backwaters 1n the cold
walleyes i = ; seasons and many move into flowing

Lots B ead eyes have increased "]‘L";i[]\' h][‘lllgh\ and channels and even onto
Hler eds Cedar River, since fingerling stockings were initi-  near-channel wingdams in the warmer
ndan Black Hawk — Good ‘\‘sil”i_}'}'t‘ ated in 2000, months.

fishing below the dam 1in Waterloo

in fall and early winter. Trophy-size Wapsipinicon River, Buchanan Martens Lake, Bremer
—Th fish caught every vear. — Annual stockings have made this — These bass
ansh river a consistent producer of abun- grow large
3-10 | Cedar River, Bremer — Fisheries dant and quality-size fish. and

pies, § surveys indicate good survival of

‘ri"'
oY " ""‘"
: Itl“ll

S G stocked walleyes from recent years.

Jarce Good numbers of 15-inch-plus wall- largemouth bass .. -- ”in this shal-
in Wi eyes available y qu water lake:
il pre George Wyth Lake, fish the struc-

Cedar River, Floyd and Mitchell - A Black Hawk — What

ture along the

dike. Eurasion

eye angling; populations maintained

milfoil present so

tion lacks in
tation through annual fingerling stockings.  jumbers it

Mississippi River, Pools 9-15 — The

2005 walleye fishery was slower

remove all veg-

etation from

boat and trailer before leaving.

than 2004, but the population is still

J good. Strong vear classes of

young walleyes com

] ST
; ing on bodes Mississippi River, Pools 9-11 — Robust
oon well for fu populations, but can be hard to locate;
ckwi LRESESHES | work the back-waters right after ice-
[ q
near w makes up for out; in the hot summer months, they
Shellrock - in size. Bass 18 to 19 seek out springs or coldwater tributaries
. g g e } ; .
River, Butler - inches available. and loaf in these cooler waters.
< Don't
.]C', _‘|
)- 10 Lake Delhi, Delaware — There  Turkey River, Howard — Annual fin-
nerog 1S a good year-class of bass 12 gerling plants are producing a quality
to 15 inches present. Fish the population. Some big fish are caught

fallen woody structure along rocky annually.
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y&llnw PErch i n

Rice Lake, Winnebago — Good fall
and winter fishery.

walleye

Clear Lake. Cerro Gordo — Har-

A% v,
vest was down in 20035, but _ i ;;'

should recover some in 2006. — 73y
A fall electrofishing survey S | Al

showed good numbers of 14-

Silver Lake, Worth — Dense popu-
lation, sorting required, fish up
to 10 inches collected in 2005

\

to 16-inch fish. avail-

abl. In survey.,
' lowa River, Hardin — 2005 sur- the spring,
vey revealed excellent numbers of fish after S [Lake Cornelia. Wright
| -pound fhish, with walleye up to 10 dark. t. ‘_ = — Nice size fish (10-
pounds collected. [Later in E—— inch-plus), but don’t

the season
Des Moines River, Kossuth & Hum-  fish a jig and a minnow through

expect many limits.

LEEEET TR T R The

boldt — Both the East and West Forks the weeds or cast and retrieve a Spirit Lake, Dickinson — Yellow
have produced good catches in the nightcrawler. perch anglers will see an upswing to
spring and fall in recent years. the fishery, as good numbers of fish
Storm Lake, Buena Vista — Good will be available during the 2006 sea-
Silver Lake, Dickinson — Good population. Males average 19 inches son. Yellow perch 9 to 10.5 inches
numbers of 13- to | 8-1inch fish while females average 20.7 inches will be common in the catch and will

will be creeled. in the spring. Troll sustain the fishery for the tall.

Excellent Op-

portunities ex- S0 x A Y bullheads

ISt to catch a
trophy-sized
fish. Try

crank baits in July.

North Twin Lake. Calhoun

— Huge numbers of quality

o~ , anelm
bullheads. Lot's 4

o of fish over a pound

Five Island Lake, Palo Alto #~ in last year’s sur-

— Smaller fish will enter the creel vey.

in 2006. Good walleye growth will crankbaits or |

sustain the fishery. vertically jig along the new dredge *“ \Black Hawk Lake,
cuts. Don’t forget that there is a 15-  Sac — Bullheads and lot's of them

Spirit Lake, Dickinson — Good inch length limit with only one fish sum up the fishing potential. Most

numbers of 14-inch and larger fish over 22 inches allowed per day. fish are between 7.5 and 8.5 inches.

14 lowa U onservalion ® March/Apnl 2K
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Storm Lake, Buena Vista
- — Iry fishing a bobber and live
bait around the islands in May and

Dog Creek Lake, O’Brien — This

| small lake again has the potential to

. provide anglers quality fishing dur-

' ing 2006. Fish the north and west
ends of the lake early in the season.

Silver Lake, Dickinson — You can
“fill the bucket™™ at Silver Lake with
good numbers of large fish.

Center Lake, Dickinson — Fewer
bullheads will be caught in 2006;
however, anglers will continue to

| harvest fish approaching 12 inches.

Crystal Lake, Hancock — High den-
sity of three-quarter-pound fish.

Rice Lake, Winnebago — Spring-
time, shortly after ice-out will pro-

LIlIL'L‘ 2O H_l I-L"HU“H.

channel catfish

Scharnberg Pond, Clay — Good num-
bers of “nice” size channel catfish

are available from this county area.
[raditional baits are in order; how-
ever, don't overiook live bait such as
nightcrawlers.

Silver Lake, Dickinson — Virtually
untapped fishery. Try fishing at
night with live bait such as chubs or
crawlers and a bonus walleye may be
added to the stringer,

Ingham Lake, Emmet — Excellent
angling during 2006, Re-
stocked in 2001, these
fish have had excel-

June and drifting a leech or crawler
in the summer months. Lot's of fish!

Brown's Lake, Woodbury — Catfish
in the I- to 5-pound range and in
excellent body condition abound 1n
this oxbow lake of western lowa.
Boone River, Hamilton — Scenic
river with lot’s of fish between one-
hall and 2 pounds.

lowa River, Hardin
showed good numbers of fish in the

- 2005 survey
3 to 5 pound range.

LLake Cornelia, Wright — High den-
sity of fish that are underutilized.

Crystal Lake, Hancock — 2005 net-
ing survey revealed an abundant
population of 1- to 2-pound catfish.

bluegills

Upper Pine Lake, Hardin
population, with many over 7 inches.

Dense

Eldred Sherwood. Hancock — Lot s
of nice fish t‘;ll!ghl on the weed line
in 2005.

Brushy Creek, Webster — Huge year
class of 8- to 9-inch bluegills. 2006

should be a banner year. In May and
June fish the north end.

North Twin, Calhoun — Lot’s of big
‘oills 1n this lake. Fish in the shade
of the docks during the summer and
fall with a little leadhead.

Yellow Smoke Lake, Crawford

— Drift fishing a small leadhead
tipped with a waxworm is a great
way to catch the 8- 10-inch bluegills
in Yellow Smoke.

Dog Creek Lake, O'Brien — Fish
the submerged shallow water timber
during the spring. Growth through-
out the summer will provide an
upswing to the fishery from now
through the 2007 season.

Lake Pahoja, Lyon — Quality (6 to 8
inches) size fish dominate the catch.

Center Lake, Dickinson — Fish near
the overhanging and submerged
brush. Density on the upswing.

Black Hawk Lake, Sac — Fall fishing
1S just as good as spring so anglers

have two prime times to catch a mess
of nice crappie. Fish average 8 to 10
inches but [4-inch fish are available.

Crawford Creek Lake. Ida — Drift
fishing using a small leadhead tipped
with live bait 1s very effective in
locating and catching crappie in this
62-acre prairie lake.

Beeds Lake. Franklin — Ex

lent growth with good "\

numbers of fish 15t0 17

inches available. B N,

. cellent numbers of

e ~ both white and
A black crappie
 in the 7- 1o 9-

el e
&

inch range.
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Briggs Woods Lake, Hamilton
Eight- to 9-inch crappies provide
year round angling.

Lower Pine Lake, Hardin — Fish
downed trees along shoreline in
spring and drift fish in open water
during the summer.

Spirit Lake, Dickinson — 2005 was
the best in years. Fish the north end
shore, Hales and Templar Lagoon in
the spring.

largemouth bass

Brushy Creek Lake. Webster — One
of the state’s hottest bass lakes.
Good water quality plus habit equals

g00d bass numbers.

Spirit Lake. Dickinson — Anglers
will experience excellent catches of
fish greater than 15 inches: however,
anglers are strongly urged to practice
catch-and-release of this predator

species.

Upper Pine Lake, Hardin — Good
size structure, with many fish greater
than 3 pounds.

Smith Lake, Kossuth — High den-

sity of football-size bass observed
in 2005 survey.

vatiomst @ March/Apn)

smallmouth bass

Spirit Lake. Dickinson — Fine popu-
lation of “smallies.” Action begins
shortly after ice-out around shallow
rock piles on sunny, calm days us-
ng jigs and minnows. As the water
warms the fish disperse to deeper
rock piles and emerging weeds and
can be caught with live bait and
artificials.

West Okoboiji, Dickinson — Con-
sistent producer. Fish are 15 inches
and larger. Rocks are the key early
with rocks, weeds and weed lines
productive in the summer. Leeches
are a good summer bait.

lowa River, Hardin — Forty percent
of the fish collected 1n 2005 survey

were 12 inches or greater.

Boone River. Hamilton — Fish over
| 8 inches collected 1n most recent

survey.

Spirit Lake, Dickinson — Good
numbers of an-

gler-acceptable

size fish and larger will be common

to the Spirit Lake angler. An indica-
tor of this increased pike population
1s the steadily increasing net catches
of this species during walleye brood
stock netting operations.

West Okoboji, Dickinson — Good
numbers of large fish are caught
every winter. During the open water
season fish early and late in the sea-
son for the best results and use large
baits such as chubs or large artificial

baits.

Winnebago River, Winnebago, Han-
cock, Worth, Cerro Gordo — Stocked
with fingerlings annually. Produces
nice fish both spring and fall.

lowa River, Hardin — Three- to
6-pound fish observed in survey
between Alden and lowa Falls.

muskellunge

Muskie populations in Clear Lake.
Cerro Gordo, Spirit and West Oko-
boji, Dickinson, and Brushy Creek.,
Webster have matured in numbers
and size. Late summer and fall are

peak periods.

yellow bass

Black Hawk
Lake, Sac
Thousands of
yellow bass har-
vested 1n 2005. This
year should be just as
good. Fish a small leadhead
on a windy shoreline.

Clear Lake, Cerro Gordo — Harvest
was down in 2005; however, size 1n-
creased to a 10-inch average. Expect
a similar year in 2006.
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-dUght
IPEN Wate |
I the sep.
L use [argg Indian Lake, Van Buren — Nine-
¢ artificig to 11-inch fish with 12- to 14 inch
| Belva Deer Lake, Keokuk — Lots of  Coralville Reservoir, Linn — Fish available.
7- to 10-1nch fish. around downed trees or vertical jig _ e ,
ago, Han rocky shorelines: 10- to 14 i‘n{:h Lake Darling, l’lr'ashmgrrm Nm‘&m
~ Stocke Lake Sugema, Van Buren — Tre- li;h o [ 1-inch are common: big fish swim-
Produce mendous numbers of 7- to 9-inch L0
2 fish. Habitat galore!
0 Lake Wapello, Davis — Excel- /S — - ay “| ‘ Ry TR S |
rve) lent numbers of 8- to 9-inch l——— ‘ L 11, Mississippi River, Big Timber
s, fish. Plentiful rock and woody i - Try — Great numbers, all sizes.
habitat as well as vegetation. Lake A '?f
. Mac- ““""...-:___'_"_"‘_1_ [Lake ()dmxuj
Indian Lake, Van Buren — Excellent  bride. E LT = (;””f‘l
‘Lake quality; 8- to 10-inch fish. Johnson — Gobs mﬁnnhurx o
st Oko: of 8- to 10-inch fish. I_IHh up to 22
Creek. © Hawthorn Lake, Mahaska — Good Inches.
mbers numbers of 7- to 9-inch fish Hawthorn Lake, Mahaska
all are — Abundant 8- to 10 inch fish. [Lake Miami,
Farm Ponds, all counties — Mostly Monroe — Excellent numbers-all
private water; best place for a trophy. Iowa Lake. Iowa — Good numbers of  sizes; fish submerged timber.
- 9- to 11-inch fish.
lLake Geode, Henry — Good numbers Lake Wapello, Davis — No-kill regu-
wk of 7- to 9-inch fish with 10-inch fish Mississippi River, Big Timber area lation; many 12- to 15-inch fish and
C present. - Eight- to 10-inch fish common; big  some reach 20 inches.
\ds of fish present.
har- Lake Odessa, Louisa — L ots of 7- to Hawthorn Lake, Mahaska — Great
This ~ 9-inch fast growing fish; find woody  Lake Odessa, Louisa — Abundant population of 12- to 22-inch fish.
25 areas. 10- to 12-inch fish; some trophies.
dheac Lake Sugema, Van Buren — Twelve-
Shimek Ponds, VanBuren — Seven Rathbun Lake, Appanoose — Excel-  to 18-inch protected slot limit:
to 9-inch fish common; five ponds. lent numbers of 9- to 11-inch fish; a  numerous 11- to 17-inch fish.
rvest must-go-to lake.
zeir ~ Diamond Lake, Poweshiek — Seven- Pleasant, Creek Linn — Lots of 12- to
Expelt. — to 9-inch fish off jetties and around Lake Miami, Monroe — Tons of 8- to  16-inch fish: 18-inch minimum size

brush piles.

10 inch fish.

limit.
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[Lake Macbride., Johnson — Good Corydon Lake, Wayne — Abundant locks and dam and wing dams: plen-
numbers-all sizes: lots of new habitat numbers due to the cage catfish titul.

and Kentucky spotted bass present program.
Pleasant Creek, Linn — Look for

Diamond Lake. Poweshiek — Good [Lake Miami, Monroe — Excellent schools feeding on surtace in sum-
numbers of 2- to 4 pound fish; target  numbers-all sizes. mer: 16-inch fish common.

Farm Ponds. all counties — Best

chance for a trophy: mostly private Rathbun Reservoir, Appanoose Skunk River (all stretches) — This
water. Excellent fishery: late spring/sum-  popular fishery is easy to fish be-
mer 1s best. cause of 1ts size.

channel catfish

Mississippi River, lock and dam 15 Mississippi River, pools 16-19

Mississippi River, Pools 16-19 and 17 — Great tailwater fishery: fish Best below locks and dams and
— Best catfish hole 1n the state. move to wing dams in summer. side channels.
’| Lake Darling, Washington — 1.ots lowa River. Johnson — Fish Rathbun Reservorr.

Appanoose — Tar-
get the Bridgeview

| of 15- to 19-inch fish; 9-pounders below Coralville Dam and
present. Burlington Street Dam

| in lowa City.
Coralville Reservoir, Johinson — Ex-

cellent population-all sizes Wapsi River, area.
Linn and Jones

Kent Park, Johnson — Outstanding — Fish below dams at \\\\\ Ce-

angling; excellent shoreline access. Central City and Anamosa. dar,

lowa, Wap-

| Otter Creek. Tama — Lots of 14- to

20-inch fish. Des Moines rivers — Good for all

Rathbun Lake. Appanoose — Excel-  sizes. Look for big fish in holes dur-
Rathbun Lake, Appanoose — Excep-  lent fishery with fish averaging 10 to  ing summer and around drift piles
tional fishery; they're everywhere; |4 inches. and bridge pilings.

all sizes

Mississippt River — Fish below
Most Interior Rivers — Exceptional

[Lake Geode, Henry — Fish
¥ have been sampled up to
) 1112in

fishery-all sizes: fish snag areas.

Hawthorn Lake,
Mahaska — L' x-

: \* e 4 / Lake Wapello, Davis
| .“ﬁ-ﬁ#" ot/ — Good numbers of 8-12 1n.

fish up to 25

inches. ™ fish.
S
' a - [Lake Sugema, Van Buren — Good

numbers of 8-12 in. fish.

T g
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southwest

By Andy Moore, Regional Fisheries Supervison

’ '*'.‘.’:‘f o'y
i Fi i i
y - ﬁ-ﬁ‘ri - e
| R TV, e
= HH\ _p‘{
|w‘|l| I;-'!'.:.
bluegill « NN
s ) \\.\. " R Y ||‘
" N> S |
% ar Big Creek, Polk — Seven- to 9-
Ly dil() =
inch fish available; fish small
J1gs and crawlers near the jet-
SeIVOIr ties and spawning beds.
'~ Ta _ X
Jhel Greenfield Lake, Adair

- Good numbers of 7- to
O-1nch fish.

Littlefield Lake.

Audubon
— Eight- to
Wa- H| 9-inch fish .
onand 1| common; Fish
or all near shoreline
oles dur 11 Spawning beds or
piles | try summer drift
fhing
|
. Fogle Lake, Red Rock Lake,
Ringgold Marion — Eleven- to |5-
-Fish if — Seven- to 8- inch fish, fish feeder
p & inch common; stream coves and
most predictable the dam area if

ﬁ catch.

water quality

1S 000d.

-

12in  Green Valley, Union

— Seven and one-

half- to 8 1/2- inch fish
common.




Nodaway Lake, Adair
(yood numbers of 8- to
|0-1nch fish: find the

channel catfish

Y Prairie Rose Lake, Shelby
— High numbers of 3- to 6-

brush piles.

pound fish; large flatheads
also available.

{-. ; & p— .
largemouth bass - Green Valley Lake,
Union — All sizes up
to 30 inches.

Mormon Trail. Adair
— All sizes up to 18
inches.

Nine Eagles
Lake. Decatur

West Lake, Clarke — All _ Large numbers,

sizes: 14- to 1 7-inchers

average 14 to 25

COIMIMOon. inches.

Ahquabi Lake, War- o\ Creek Lake. Jasper — Good

e yopula- : : : :
AZL (_”‘"‘_"J_ popula population of 16- to 20-inch fish.
tion of 15-inch-plus

bass. Greenfield Lake, Adair — Large

numbers of 2-pound fish
Blue Heron

numbers.

large bass

| .ake Manawa. Pottawattamie
— Good numbers of all sizes.

Three Mile Lake,

Union — Eight- to 1 1-inch

fish common; Fish near the dam

and in the flooded timber. Prairie Rose Lake, Shelby — Large
14- to 20-inch fish: trophy fishery.

avatlable.

Saylorville Lake, Polk — fifteen- to
20-inch fish; try Cherry Glen to the

: > . marina.
Little River Lake. Decatur — Eight-

O-inch h -an be caueht 1t . . s
to 10-inch fish can be caught 1l Liitle River Lake. Decatur — Thits

teen- to 17-fish common if water

water quality 1s good.
- SO - quality 1s good.
Orient Lake, Adair — Eight- to 10-

inch fish, best n Spring

Three Mile Lake,Union

— All sizes with
plenty of fish
L‘.‘(L‘L‘L‘Llil]g 26

along the dam
and west
rock piles

inches.

L= e
'''''''''

Polk — Fish below dams and 1n
riffle/pool areas.

i
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northeast

By Bill Kalishek, biologist

The Cedar River in Mitchell

County, from the town of Mitchell
downstream, offers excellent angling
for native populations of smallmouth
bass and channel catfish. Annual
stockings of fingerling walleye and
northern pike also provide great
fishing. It’s best to float the river

in a canoe or walk the Cedar River
Greenbelt Trail from highway 9 to
Mitchell or the Spring Park Trails.
[nterstate Park at Mitchell (modern
facilities) and Spring Park near
Osage (primitive camping) provide
riverside accommodations.

northwest

By Jim Christianson, biologist
Lake Pahoja, Lyon County, is

a /0-acre man-made lake that
provides hours of recreation

for the outdoor enthusiast.

T'he fishing clientele is rather
localized, probably due to its
location in extreme northwestern
lowa. With recent fish
management activities, the
bluegill and crappie fisheries
should expand and provide some
good angling. This, along with
some very good channel catfish
fishing, will make this lake an

- angler’s destination. The park area

adjacent to the lake is
managed by the Lyon
County Conservation
Board and provides
many amenities,
including camping
pads, cabins, trails, a
beach, playgrounds,
boat rentals and a

covered fishing pier.

southeast

By Don Kline,
biologist

Yenrougis Pond lays

just 2 miles north

of Sigourney. The

rugged landscape of

o
i
=

it
1

i 53

1T
t

the abandoned rock
quarry compliments
the crystal clear water.
Anglers will find
healthy populations of
bluegills, black crappies, largemouth
bass, channel catfish and redear
sunfish. Expect to catch a bunch of
nice size fish of all species. Just vary
your tackle and bait to fit the species
of fish. Try a small hook and pinch
of worm for panfish, flashy spinner
baits for bass and smelly stink

baits for catfish. Dabble along the
shoreline or work the deeper water

in a canoe or float tube. A gravel
ramp 1s available for small boats

with electric motors. Bring a picnic

or plan a primitive camp out in this

quiet scenic area.

southvest

By Gary Sobotka, biologist

Nine Eagles Lake i1s a 56-acre lake
hidden in Decatur County near Davis
City. The lake has good populations
of bluegill, largemouth bass and an
underused population of channel
cathish. Along with this, an excellent
state park with good camping facili-

ties 1s available.

March 111I~| G @ lowa Consenvationist ll




tophunch

starting

just below
Lake Delhi
Dam was
implemented
almost 20
years ago.
The first 10

years of the

northeast

By Brvan Hayes, biologist
A catch-and-release regulation on
smallmouth bass in a tour mile
segment of the Maquoketa River

Tt
25w

'''''''

lowa Conservationist @ March/Apeil 2006
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regulation
anglers witnessed an incredible
increase in numbers and size of
smallmouth bass. A string of low
reproduction-years in the middle
1990s caused a downturn in the
population that a catch-and-release
regulation couldn’t prevent. The
smallmouth bass fishing in this
segment is a top hunch for 2006
because of the rebounding numbers
witnessed 1n last fall’s fishery
survey. Numbers and size are back.

Anglers can access this area by small

jon-boat, canoe or wading this scenic

stretch of river in Delaware County.

northwest

By Lannie Miller, biologist

North Twin Lake in Calhoun County
has 1t all. It has great fishing for a
variety of fish, including bluegills

and crappies up to 10 inches, yellow

Maquoketa River

bass by the boat load, bullheads

weilghing more than a pound,
walleye in the 2-pound-plus class
and unlimited channel cat fishing.
Combine this with excellent water

claritv and vou have the makines of
- - [ I

will have the advantage. |

southeast

By Paul Sleeper, biologist

a great outdoor adventure. Shoreline
fishing is available but boat anglers

All indications point toward a banner
year for panfish at Lake Macbride.

[f you want to catch lots of bluegill, §
than Lake Macbride 1s the place to
o0. Most bluegills at Macbride will anorit
be around 6 to 7 inches and can be

caught near the brush piles all year. ke, v
There is also a strong year class of |

crappie from 8 to 10 inches. Fish  § weu
» . . |
these crappie 1n shallow brush in the ffers
- I [l
spring and late fall. In the summer § fuldin

months crappie move away from the
shorelines and suspend over deeper
water. Macbride 1s a shoreline | Jstain
anglers dream spot with numerous  §
hiking trails that will take you B Waps
around most of the lake.

southwest |
By Chris Larson, biologist I’f
[Lake Anita in Cass County 1s a

cood bet for excellent bluegill,

largemouth bass and channel

catfish fishing if the lake fills in inty
the spring. The fish population | kot
was renovated in 2003 and
additional fish habitat placed in | 46wel)

the lake bottom, however fishing ovid
has been limited because the lake
has been about 3 feet low for two he r
[f the lake does not fill,
a temporary boat ramp will be

years.

constructed to improve access.
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riverrat

provide self-
sustaining
populations.
Walleye
fingerlings
are stocked
annually

and have

northeast

By Mark Winn, technician

The scenic Wapsipinicon River
flowing through northeast lowa
offers diverse fishing opportunities
for anglers and should be a top
priority for anglers this coming
season. Whether after northern
pike, walleye. smallmouth bass,
channel catfish or an occasional
nice creel of crappies, this river
offers all types of diverse habitats
holding good numbers and sizes
of fish. These species, with the
exception of walleyes, are all self-
sustaining naturally reproducing
populations. Accessing fish in the
“Wapsi” can be as easy as throwing
on a pair of old sneakers and wading
in Bremer County, or floating

a Jonboat in Buchanan County.

northwest

By Jim Wahl, biologist

T'he lowa River in Hardin
County is one of the most
seenic rivers in fowa and
offers some of the best fishing
as well. Limestone rock
provides rock-rubble substrate
throughout the county, which
S the preferred habitat for
smallmouth bass. Channel
catfish and northern pike

also inhabit the river and

produced
outstanding
fishing in recent years. Access is
excellent with an abundance of
public approaches throughout the
county. Many anglers prefer to fish
by canoe or small jonboat, however

much of the stream 1s wadeable.

southeast

By Bernie Schonhoff, biologist
What makes the Mississippi
River the best place for a fishing
adventure no matter what you’re
after? DIVERSITY. The Mighty
Mississippi has something for
everyone. You like cathsh?
Channel or flathead catfish, and
bullheads, the Mississippi has them
all. Like your fish with scales?
Largemouth and smallmouth bass,
the river has them both — just ask
the ESPN/BASS tournament anglers

Mississippi River

headed there this year. White bass
are abundant and they’re willing
biters, especially in the tailwaters in
the spring. People often associate
walleye and sauger with the northern
lakes country, but they’re in the
river in good numbers. Whether

1t s crappies, bluegills or perch, the
backwaters have plenty of panfish as

well.

southwest

By Andy Moore, supervisor

Two rivers, the Des Moines in
Boone and Polk counties and the
Middle Raccoon from Panora to
Redfield in Guthrie and Dallas
counties, are excellent fishing
destinations. The Des Moines
can be good for walleye, channel
catfish, white bass and hybrid
striped bass. Fishing can be good
below the various low head dams
in the Des Moines area and below
the Saylorville and Red Rock dams
into Marion County. The Middle
Raccoon has very good walleye
and smallmouth bass (catch-and-
releaseonly) fishing. New habitat
has been constructed in the river

above the highway P28 access.
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worthmore

than a day

small river
towns that
are big on
hospitality.
Some must
See Spots to

visit are the

Guttenberg

northeast

By Scott Gritters, biologist

You can maximize a couple fishing
days up the Great River Road along
the upper Mississippi River. The
road runs along the eastern border
of lowa and connecis with our
neighboring states. Pick any section
of the Great River Road and you can
spend a couple quality days along
the Mississippt River. This summer
however, try concentrating on a trip
from Guttenberg to Marquette. This

section of the roadtrip has numerous

fishing sites, great sightseeing and

2-4 owa Conservationist ® March/April 2006

aquarium,
Guttenberg river walkway, Busse)
[Lake fishing float, Pikes Peak State
Park, Effigy Mounds National
Monument, Sny Magill and Bloody

Run trout stream.

northwest

By Jim Wahl, biologist

Upper and Lower Pine lakes, located
one-half mile east of Eldora, will
provide some of the best bass fishing
in northern lowa. Both of these
lakes support bass in the 6- to 7-
pound range, with good numbers
exceeding 3 pounds. If you prefer
panfish, crappie and bluegill are
abundant in both lakes. The lowa
River 1s within a stones throw of the
lower lake dam and produces good
catches of smallmouth bass, channel
catfish and an occasional walleye or
pike. Camping 1s available at Pine
Lake State Park on the upper lake
and rental cabins are available on

the lowa River.

southeast

By Mark Flammang, biologist

[t's one of lowa’s largest lakes and
has the fishing quality to match.
Year-in and year-out Lake Rathbun
(Appanoose County) 1s recognized
across lowa and the Midwest as one
of the great “go to~ places for the
crappie enthusiast, and 2006 will
bring an abundance of 10- to 12-inch
crappies. How about spending a day
or two more chasing the walleye on
[Lake Rathbun? The all-time record
for walleye harvest at Rathbun was
set last year,with great numbers of
15- to 21-inch fish common.

southwest

By Dick McWilliams, biologist

The Polk County area ottfers enough
fishing to last more than a day.
Gray's, Easter, Big Creek, Blue
Heron and Saylorville lakes, with a
combined 6.800 acres of water, offer
fishing for everything from channel
catfish to hybrid striped bass to
bluegill. Add the Des Moines River
in Polk County intothe mix, and
excellent fishing with good access is
readily available. Good lodging and
restaurant accommodations.

plus entertainment, make this area

very mviting.
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familyvacation

spot

northeast
By Brvan Hayves, biologist
Backbone State Park was lowa’s
first dedicated state park back in
1920. As it was then, it remains
one of the great family vacation
spots in lowa. Activities at the park
and 1n surrounding communities
are well worth planning a vacation
around. Anglers can take fish from
the well-stocked trout stream 1n the
park, which is a popular place on
Saturdays throughout the summer
when the stocking truck arrives. The
kids enjoy seeing the fish released
into the stream and then going after
em. Scenic Backbone Lake can
add some variety to the creel. The
good largemouth bass fishing from
last year will likely carry over to
2006. All the accommodations
needed for a memorable family
vacation can be found within the
park, and the scenery is priceless.
Area events of interest include:
strawberry Days, June 9-11,
Strawberry Point; Edgewood Rodeo
Days, June 22-25, Edgewood;
Delaware County Fair, July 10-16,
Manchester; and the 25" Annual
Backbone Bluegrass Festival, July
28-30. For more information, visit
the Area Chamber of Commerce
websites at; www.strawberrypt.
com or www.manchesteriowa.org.

northwest
By Jim Wabhl,
biologist
There’s something for everyone in
the family at Clear Lake. Walleye,
yellow bass, channel catfish,
bullhead or even a muskie provides
the angler plenty of opportunities
on this 3,700-acre natural lake.
Three public swim beaches are
available, as well as water skiing and
sailing. If you don’t care for water
activities, shop the many antique
stores in downtown Clear Lake, or
spend some time on one of three
golf courses. Visitors are treated to
special events at City Park nearly
every weekend throughout

the summer, and the Lady of the
Lake tour boat is docked across the
street. Several campgrounds and
lodging facilities are available on or

near the lake.

southeast

By Mark Flammang, biologist
Renovated in 1993, Lake Wapello
in Davis County provides
outstanding angling for bluegill
(8- and 9-inch fish are common)
and largemouth bass. Largemouth
bass are extremely abundant and
provide tremendous catch-and-
releas-only angling. Camping

spots are abundant and the recently

renovated cabins provide a quiet

and comfortable get away. Don’t
forget the lodge and restaurant on the
lakeshore. Wapello is also a short
drive from the historic Bloomfield

lown square.

southwest

By Gary Sobotka, biologist

Three Fires Lake in Taylor County
1S 80 acres and has great facilities for
the family. Besides a new and rap-
idly growing fish population, there

i1s tent camping and cabins, a swim-
ming beach, playground, and best of
all, there 1s excellent water quality.
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Think back tothe early 1980s.
The nationis justcoming oft a horrible
discohangover, sky-high inflation is
subsiding and bell-bottom pants are
finally gone for good. Itisalso the
decade when stock car racing began
anunprecedented growth in popularity
across the country. Fans began
placing their favorite carburetor or lift
kit brand stickers on their own car
windows, justlike their favorite
drivers.

Now jump forward 15 years.
Driving westalong highway 34 you
get passed by a truck pulling a boat
witha matching paint job. and a
Bassmaster sticker and one for
Berkley tishing line and Bass Pro
Shops and Lowrance electronics and
Mercury motors and . . . you get the
picture. What's happened to car
racing in the 1980s is happening to
tournament fishing. Exposure1s
drawing in fans, the fans want to play
like the guys they see on TV and the
fishing tournaments follow.

lowa lakes and rivers hosted more
than 630 tishing tournaments in 2004,
and the trend 1s for more. By 2007
when Twelve-Mile Lake and Lake
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[caria get back from major
renovations, that number could surpass
700.

Fishing tournaments are not only
becoming more numerous, butalong
with the participants, more
sophisticated. This evolution has also
occurred with theirrelationship with
the lowa Department of Natural
Resources. Once considered in some
circles as adversaries. fishing clubs and
tournament anglers now work with the
DNR toimprove, protect and promote
fishing in lowa.

Lannie Miller. fisheries biologist
with the lowa DNR and head of the
state fishing tournament committee,
said in general the DNR and folks
hosting and fishing in the tournaments
have apretty good working
relationship.

Miller. whose district covers west-
central lowa and includes the wildly
popular Brushy Creek Lake, said state
fisheries statf has worked on a lot of
fish habitat projects with the club
members, who have alsoraised and
donated money to the projects.

“"We've had some really good

cooperation withthem,” Miller said.

i i \]i J ;b}' Mick Klemesrud

“We need to balance the public use of
the lake and they understand that.™ Bl
The DNR requires fishing ouree
tournaments that have six or more jreetliic
boats, 12 or more participants or who
charge an entry fee or have prizes, to f¢elos
submit an application to the area fish gt
management biologist. (The numbers §oumam
are different for tournaments on the
Mississippi River.) With the number o
[1shing tournaments increasing. |
scheduling tournaments becomes mor
competitive. 200¢
Miller saves one weekend day eac § hersth:
month at Brushy Creek with no fishin;
tournaments, and he varies the day & umam
each month. He also tries to keep ¢0s¢
holiday weekends free from fishing
lournaments. dirly
Insouthwest lowa, Three-Mile

[Lake had 49 bass t'ixhing.murn;nnr:nlx ysle)
in 2004, but none on Mother's Day. Fishi
Father’s Day, Memorial Day, Labor
Day or the Fourth of July. Gary
Sobotka. fisheries biologistat Mt. Ayi
whose districtincludes Three-Mile
[Lake, has nearly 25 percent of all
fishing tournaments in lowain his ot
district. Sobotka takes a different
approach than Miller. He looks at the | oda
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wumber of boats that are projected for
>ach tournament and tries to keep 1t as
‘lose to 25 as he can. If there are two
smaller tournaments totalling about 25
»oats, he would probably allow both on
| he same weekend.

“Itry to schedule as many
ournaments as I can fitin,” Sobotka
aid. “The fishery is the anglers’
esource and 1t is our job to make it
neet the anglers™ demands. If we
‘an’tmake the biology work, then we
1ave to slow the tournaments down.™

Part of the responsibility of a
ournament directoristosendin a
eport that includes how many fish
vere caught, the number of short fish
aughtand the number thatdied.
sobotka said he has some groups that
loa good job keeping fish alive and
ithers that could try a little harder.

So far, Sobotka said fishing
ournaments have not harmed West
ake Osceola, but he said the impact
n Three-Mile isunknown. Three-Mile
safairly new lake and Sobotka is not
eeing as many young fish coming into
he system.

Fishing clubs and tournament

inglers are keenly aware of the
crutiny from fellow anglers, and have
aken great strides to improve the way
hey handle the tournament, the way
hey handle the fish and the way they
nteract with others on the water.
'hese anglers want the resource to be

s good as possible, and they are

—— EEEEEENr . i..
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working to minimize the stress and
mortality on the fish.

Jay Walton is the conservation
director of lowa Bass Anglers (a
B.A.S.S. Federationclub) and has
been fishing bass tournaments since
1990. His group works to improve fish
survival through education of members.
Walton said keeping fish alive serves
their interest because it means they
can keep doing what they love.

Walton and many of his fellow club
and tournament anglers work to
improve fish-handling procedures and
have certain minimum requirements for
live-wells. Members receive a booklet
offering ways to keep mortality to a
minimum. and if followed, claimto
have 90 percent survival. The tips
include changing waterin the live-well,
keeping the live-well full of water,
proper hooking and handling techniques

and soon. Afterthe official weigh-in,
fish are immediately boated to various
points on the lake and released into
deeper, cooler water.

Tournaments are not all weekend

affairs with big fancy boats. Some

lakes have atishing league, which is

justlikeabowling league. Anglers

meet on the same day each week, at
the same time, at the same lake and
fish for a few hours. They throw a
few bucks in the hat and winner takes
all. This goes on during the summer at
West Lake Osceola and at Badger
Creek Lake, to name a few.

o

So,whathappensinafishing
tournament?

First, it depends on the type of
tournament —cluboropen. Club
tournaments usually have alower entry
fee, are conducted on a smaller scale
and involve club members only. Open
tournaments usually have a higher
entry fee, have more competition.
larger prizes and anyone can
participate.

Tournaments involving club
members range in size from a few
boats up to 25. Tournaments, as part
of the national circuit, can have as
many as 50 to 60 boats. “You can
take 1t to whatever level you want to
take your fishing, gettogether with
buddies and throw $10 in a hat or try
for the Bassmasters Classic,” Walton
said.

When Walton'sclubholds a
tournament, members do not know
who they will be fishing with until the
day of the event. The first thing in the
morning, they draw for partners. The
angler—the person tishing from the
front of the boat, and the co-angler —
the person fishing from the back of the
boat. will compete notagainsteach
other or as a team, but against the
angler and co-angler in the other boats
— angler vs. angler and co-angler vs.
co-angler.

“You re not fishing against the guy
In your boat, butagainst acompetitor

youcan tevensee, Walton said.
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Photos, courtesy of lowa Bass
Anglers, feature 2005 fishing
tournaments at Brushy Creek Lake,
Lake Okoboji and the annual kids
tournament at Three-Mile Lake. To
view additional photos visit their
web site at
www.iowabassanglers.com

Blast-off is generally at first. safe
light. Fishing will last for 8 hours (6
hours during hot weather). The angler
and co-angler will discuss where to
fish. when to move and so on, based
on what they learned when they pre-
fished the lake.

Fishing tournaments otfera lot
of camaraderie, said Walton.
Walton fishes about 20 tournaments
a year from Spirit Lake to lakes in
Missouri and up and down the
Mississippit River. Tournament
anglers try to stay in the same one
or two hotels. After the competition
is over, they all gettogether tor
some group fun. “That's the kKey to
all this, having fun doing what we
love todo.” Walton said.

Kevin Stockman, of Ogden, is the
director of Bass Stalkers bass
tournaments and has been hosting
fishing tournaments since the late
1980s. Stockman hosts open
tournaments on lakes from Brushy
Creek to Little River, and West Lake
Osceola to the lakes in the Creston

area. Anyone can enter an open

tournament, all they have to do s pay
the fee and register.

Stockman said his tournaments
begin with a boat check and safety
equipmentreview. Eachteam must
read and sign-off on the rules. Like
other tournaments, anglers fish forsix
toeighthours, thenreturn for weigh-in.
There s acompetition for biggest bass
and for total weight.

He said competitors are getting
more and more sophisticated and when
certain teams show up, you mightas
well hand them the prize money. He
gets participants from all over lowa, as
well as neighboring states, and sees
fishing tournaments as a way to
introduce anglers to a lake they
wouldn’tnormally travel toto fish.

Stockman said bass tournament
anglers are awell-connected group
and word spreads quickly when fishing
1s good. Like in 2004, Stockman
hosted a tournament at Badger Creek,
where the top three places were
decided by 16 ounces, with the winner
coming in at 26 pounds for six fish.
Conversely, when Twelve-Mile was
suffering through its yellow bass
problem, word gotaround and the
anglers and tournaments left.

Walton said he has noticed some
changesto fishing tournaments over
the years. Ethics have moved to the

forefront, he said. Participants have to
maintain certain standards — fromthe
boat launch. to the way they catch and

/ W
g | 8 W
1, . .= Al

_—

release fish, to the way they treat othe §

anglers in other boats and on shore.
“We worry about our public
perception,” Walton said.

There have also been obvious
changesintechnology. But, like
Walton said, technology canonly show
where the fish are, you still have to
convince them to strike.

One of the most important
improvements, over the years, has
been in the cooperation between the
tournamentanglers and directors, and
the DNR and county fish and wildlife
staft, which ultimately benefits the

resource.

What does the future hold?
Stockman sees fishing tournament

fading out quickly if the DNR requires

all tournaments to become catch-and-

release only. He said catch-and-

. 5 |
release tournaments would be ripe for.

cheating and would eventually weed
out the money tournaments.

Walton sees bass tournaments
improving in both the quality of the
resource and the events. There are
only so many lakes in lowaand only s
many tournaments available. “Weare
trying to bring what the big boys doto
the local level and have fun doingit,”
Walton said.

Mick Klemesrud is an information
specialist with the department in D

Moines.
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An lowa Pro

LIVES THE GOQOD LIFE

d Eric Naig was

living his dream. He
had reached the top of
the Professional
Walleye Trail (PWT)
and was competing
with, and defeating
most of, the big boys.
[t had been 11 years
of hard work, hustle
and travel, butthis
Cylindernative had
made the big time.
His journey to the
pros started incollege

at Storm Lake, where

he would pull planer boards around the lake catching
walleyes. His passion led him to compete in the Clear Lake
Classic and Easter Seals Great Walleye Weekend at the
lowa Great Lakes. Success in these local tournaments
spawned a desire to try his luck against the best in the
country.

During the winter of 1992, Naig was changing jobs and
decided 1t was the perfect time to try fishing against the
pros in a professional fishing tournament. He called to
inquire about fishing as an amateur and was told ““sorry Kid,
we have more amateurs than boats.” The boat shortage
was due to a pro angler shortage. The pro provides the boat
and makes decisions on where to fish and when to move,
and the amateur serves as co-angler and learns from the
pro. Naig was asked about his equipment and boat, and
voila, he was in his first event and was considered a pro.

Naig took his 16-foot Alumicraft to Lake Erie. “The
weather couldn’t have been more perfect,” he said. “The
lake was flat calm. It was like fishing Storm Lake, running
planer boards.” And he caught a lot of fish. “I finished in
| 5th place and thought ‘man this was easy,”” he said.

Naig was aregular pro from 1993 through 2003.
During that time, his schedule was . . . travel to the host

Photo courtesy of Pure Fishing

water, practice fish, fish the tournament, travel home and
repeat. He would fish 12 events per year — five to seven
on the PWT and five on the FLW Outdoors tour.

“Ialways like to get three days of solid practice in,  he
said. “There really isn’tanybody out there who can’tdo
well without practice.” Practice 1s important for anglers to
get a pattern on the walleyes, because the fish can be
anywhere from 2 to 50 feet of water.

After pre-fishing the lake, the tournament would last
three, sometimes four days. Add a travel day to each end
ofthe event, and Naig would investa minimum of eight
days for each event. The PWT events were primarily in
the upper Midwest— Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin,
Minnesota and the Dakotas, but would occasionally visit
Missouri, Kentucky and the Mississippi River.

Naig spent 150 days annually on the water and one-
third of his nights away fromhome. Fishing was, and still
1s, his passion. The tournaments were the easy part. It
was the business side of being a pro that was hard. Entry
fees increased from $750 when he first began to $1,200 to
$1,500 per event. He spent a lot of time off the water
working with and for his sponsors. He was making public
appearances, speaking engagements and selling their
products.

After 11 years, he decided to make a career change.
Now, instead of courting sponsors and promoting their
products, Naig works with tournament anglers on behalf of
[owa-based Pure Fishing.

There are a lot of positives to being a professional and
fishing on the circuit, he said. “Every place you would go.
you would get an angler in a boat and teach him to catch
more walleyes,” he said. Also, when the tour would come
to an area, there was an increased awareness about
fishing, and the pros would promote catch-and-release. *'I
think that's a good thing when you selectively harvest,”
Naig said. “Hardly anybody keeps any fish (on the tour)
and with our limited resources, I think that’s good.™

So where does this pro go if given the choice? “Spirit
[Lake,” he said, mainly because 1t 1s out his back door. If
he could fish any lake, it would be Lake of the Woods.

Naig, 37, and his wife Kris, live on the shore of Spirit
Lake with their two children. “We all love to fish,” he said.
“We're living the good life.”

— MK
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If the arrival of warming spring temperatures turns your thoughts
toward things like trout, turkeys or wild mushrooms . . .
your internal compass might be pointing to northeast lowa for an

Morels, Trout and Turkey

Story and photos by Lowell Washburn

t’s a time like no other. Just past snow melt and daytime temperatures
are soaring. Soft, April showers have cleansed the landscape and the
worn, tired browns of winter are giving way to the delicate hues of new
foliage. From smallest to largest, every bird of every species loudly
proclaims the impending change of season.
Spring has arrived!
For thousands of lowans. the signals are unmistakable and irresistible.
The compelling combination of warmth, smell and sound commands that
we drop everything, proceed to the nearest exit and immediately get out-of-

doors.

As the season gathers strength and advances northward, our thoughts
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naturally turn to classical spring
adventures. Residing at the
pinnacle of these time-honored
outdoor challenges are the three
all-time greats. Spring gobblers,
winter-hardened trout and the
always-elusive wild mushroom.

For me, there’s never much
debate over which direction to
head. Every year it’s the same. A
powerful and undeniable force leads
me on a straight course to the rich.
limestone dairy country of extreme
northeast lowa. Itis here, and here
only, that outdoor aficionados can
attempt to partake in the quest for,
not one or two, but all three of
these heady spring classics. Even
more amazing is the fact that trout,
turkeys and wild mushrooms may
all be obtained from the same place
on the same day.

Often referred to as the lowa

Grand Slam. 1t 1s a back roads

adventure without equal.

But don’t get the wrong 1dea.
The fact that northeast lowa’s blutt
country literally teems with these
sought-after forms of flora and
fauna doesn’t mean that taking the
Grand Slam is easy. Itisn't, and
there are never guarantees.

Getting the slam for

yourself will require persistence,

woodsmanship and above all, good
fortune. It is stuff outdoor legends
are made of. Those who attain the
feat have gained a never-to-be-
forgotten experience.

The scenario begins with a
predawn visit to the hardwood
forest. The spring air is damp and
| you shiver as you wait. The chill 1s

| soon forgotten, however, as a purple
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and crimson sunrise ignites the sky.
Then, as 1f acting on an ancient
cue, the primitive staccato rattle of
gobbling turkeys begins. First one,
then two and finally five toms sound
off — each vying to out-compete
the others. You're standing in the
midst of a turkey-rich environment,
and you quickly weigh the
possibilities of each. You make
your choice and begin the hunt.

[t"s one of those rare mornings

when the real-life drama unfolds

just as perfectly as it does during

one of those scripted-for-TV shows
or turkey hunting videos. Upon
leaving the tree, the closest gobbler
1S so enamored with your calling
that he makes an immediate beeline
to your position. Within scant
minutes he has strutted to within
yvards of your tree.

By the time normal people are

getting out bed, you’ve returned
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BUSTED

It's a turkey hunter's worst nightmare.

You've put in your time. You've done your
homework. You know exactly who the big boys are
and where they re roosting.

Opening Day finally arrives. With careful, silent
steps you slip into the timber well before daylight.
Dressed in camo from head to toe, you have
become part of the forest landscape.

The stars eventually fade. A new dawn approaches.
Toms begin to gobble and the excitement mounts.
The first bird glides to the ground, and immediately
responds to your call. You see him coming and get
ready.

Then, just as everything is going your way, you
catch a sudden glint of movement. A second tom
has cautiously tip-toed in from behind. You see him
now, but it's too late. You're busted. In the space of
a single heartbeat you realize that all the homework
and all the planning has just gone down the drain.
This turkey will live to gobble another day.

It's a turkey hunter’'s worst nightmare.

— LW
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to camp, made coffee and have
packed your turkey with ice.
Bagging and tagging a spring
gobbler is always accompanied

by a profound sense of relief.
Standing back to admire your tom,
the sigh says it all. The pressure
1S off.

The sun is well above the
ridgetops now and you trade
your heavy jacket for a camo
sweatshirt. A trout stream flows
30 yards from your campsite. The
gurgling sound of a narrow riffle
1s irresistible. You grab the flyrod
and head upstream. Although the
land 1s public, no well-defined
paths mar the banks of this small.
put-and-grow stream.

Within 15 minutes you are
standing at your favorite pool. On
the third cast, there is a distinctive
swirl where a 14-inch brown
inhales your offering. The fish is
firm and colorful. He’s the first of
the season, and you carefully place
him in the creel.

Farther upstream a second
brown falls for the ruse. After
landing the fish. you briefly admire
its perfection before returning it to
the stream. At the next pool, you
hook one and miss one.

At 11 o’clock you stop for
lunch — a streamside picnic
of ham and Swiss on rye, an
apple and the last three cookies
from home. As you relax, a
ruffed grouse vigorously drums
from somewhere along the sun-
drenched ridge behind you.
Turning your gaze to the south-
tacing slope, you think, “Why

not?’””

Putting the empty sandwich
bag 1n your pants’ pocket you begin
your accent. It takes awhile and
you finally arrive at what you're
looking for. Standing next to an
abandoned logging road are a pair
of dead elms. Their slipping bark
IS half gone. It’s a text book spot,
but look as you may, there is not a
single wild mushroom to be found.
Looking around, you quickly spot
more elms farther down the ridge.

You head in that direction.
Halfway to the elms it happens.
You spot a trio of morels silently
hiding at the edge of a bed of May
apples. Tawny, slick and fresh they
are specimens o admire. There's
no way to determine why they
chose to emerge here, but you are
more than happy to collect them.

AS you place the three
dehicacies into the bag, the thought
suddenly hits you. You've jus
completed your first ever lowa
Grand Slam!

Hours later, you celebrate the
event by having fresh trout and
mushrooms for supper. After
that you spend the next couple of
hours staring into the campfire as
the stark brilliance of a white-hot
moon rises above the treeline. The
trout stream and a nearby whip-
poor-will set the scene to music.

You may forget a lot of things
in the days ahead, but tonight you
realize that 20 years from now
you'll still be able to recount all
the details of this spring day with
absolute clarity. Above all, you
know that once is never enough.
Until the hour glass expires, you'll

return again and again.

th
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EOER A rchery Turkey Hunt

Pegs The Needle on the

Thrill-o-Meter

Article and photos by Lowell Washburn

.
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[t was chilly and still pitch dark.
There was no moon as [ entered the
woodland and a million white hot
stars twinkled overhead.

Two hours had passed since
then. It was just past sunrise and a
fired up trio of gobblers was rattling
the timber less than 100 yards
distant. They'd been carrying on
over there since the first blush of
daylight. And although I hadn’t
actually sighted any birds, the
intermittent, agitated commotion
of yelping hens told me the toms
were gaining the attention their egos
desired.

Although I didn't really
expect to lure any of those
woodland monarchs from their
arowing harem, I continued my
sporadic calling. If nothing else,

[ just wanted to remind the birds

[ was still there. As the stalemate
continued, the gobbling became less
frequent and then ceased altogether.

Thirty minutes later, I was

t @ March/Apnl 2006

beginning to wonder
it the whole flock had
moved farther down
the rnidgetop. If so, my
chances were doomed,
at least for now.
As | pondered
my next course of
action, a brief flash
of movement caught
my eye. It was a lone
hen, and she was coming from the
direction where the toms had last

sounded off. She wasn’t feeding

her way through the timber the way

turkeys often do. but was rather
making a more or less direct path
through the maze of gooseberry
and oak trunks that surrounded
my portable, pop-up blind. It was
obvious this bird had a specific
destination in mind. My guess
was she was headed to make

a contribution to her partially
completed clutch of eggs.

The hen passed and was soon

gone from view. Ten minutes
later, | glimpsed another hen.

By contrast, this bird seemed

in no hurry as she nonchalantly
meandered her way through the
timber, vigorously scratching and
picking as she went. The best news
was this hen had all three gobblers
firmly in tow. As the birds moved
more or less in my direction, |
sounded a soft greeting. The hen

jerked to attention, yelped back, and

then began to immediately march
toward my location. The three
magnificent toms instantly joined
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the parade. The gobblers remained
silent but had soon advanced to
where I could clearly hear the harsh
scrape of their dragging wing tips.

A nearby crow sounded off. The
unexpected noise was all it took
to trigger an immediate gobbling
frenzy. If I didn’t have high blood
pressure when I got here, I sure had
It NOW.

A few seconds more and the hen
was literally standing among the
decoys. The strutting gobblers had
closed to around 10 paces.

For the majority of lowa turkey
enthusiasts, this hunt would have
been over. With any load in any type
of shotgun, it would have simply
been a matter of choosing the longest
beard and pulling the trigger.

But I didn't have a shotgun.
Instead, my quivering hands held a
bow and this hunt was far from over.
In spite of the fact that three, puffed
up, fully mature longbeards were
standing just a few paces away, the
spindly branches of two gooseberry
bushes had eliminated all chances
of taking the shot. For me, the toms
might as well have been on the dark
side of the moon.

But there was still hope. Each
time one or more of the toms would
drum, the effort would bring the
birds a step or two closer to the
decoys, which was also a step or two
closer to clearing the foliage.

The first tom finally stepped into
the clear as I silently brought the bow
(o full draw. By now, I was plenty
nerved-up, but the shot looked good.

Placing the pin on the gobbler’s

center mass, I released the string.
Although I couldn’t hear the

arrow’s impact, the tom appeared
to explode in a burst of feathers.
All itllusion of success quickly
dissolved, however, as the feathers
settled to the ground. To my
dismay, the turkey was still on his
feet — alive and well.

The strutting, of course, was
over. All three toms were now
erect, tight-feathered and nervous.
The scene was rapidly deteriorating.
The previous sounds of drumming
had been replaced by anxious alarm
putts. With
the trio was beginning to make its

erky. quickening steps,

departure. The hen had already
sprinted from view.

By now, | had nocked another
arrow and regained full draw. |
must have been shaking pretty bad
because my arrow fell off its rest
and had to be reset. The birds had
retreated a full 20 yards or so before
the onginal tom halted long enough
to provide a brief opportunity for a
second shot. I quickly brought the

pin on target and loosed the arrow.

This time, there was an audible
crack as the broadhead found its
mark. The tom lunged forward,
thrashed 1ts wings twice and tell
over. The gobbler was in the bag.

But the show wasn’t over. As
the bird went down, the surviving
toms turned and came running
back to investigate. Sensing a
distinct opportunity for dominance,
one of the gobblers delivered an
authoritative foot stomp to its fallen
comrade. The third tom responded
by attacking the attacker. The birds
sparred a time or two, called a truce
and then trotted off 1n the direction
of the departed hen.

The fallen tom turned out to
be a fully mature, 24-pounder with
long. needle-sharp spurs. My first
shot had been high, neatly clipping
a handful of feathers from atop the
strutting gobbler’s back. The arrow

never even broke the skin.

Although I've hunted lowa
turkeys for more than a quarter-
century, I didn’t start pursuing them
with bow and arrow until recent
years. The reasons for attempting
the hunt were two-fold.

The first was that I enjoy
all aspects of archery and have
bow-hunted lowa deer since the
mid-1970s. | surmised that since
archery deer hunting was so much
fun, bow hunting spring gobblers
would provide an equally good
time. The second assumption was
that, since | already considered the
wild turkey to be the ultimate test
of outdoor skill, taking one with
a bow would provide the premier

woodland challenge.




[t became immediately apparent
that both assumptions were correct.
Bow hunting turkeys was indeed
fun. It also provided the ultimate
challenge — and then some.

[ must also admit, I had some
initial misconceptuons.

So far. the majority of the wild
turkeys I'd taken had been brought to
bag with a traditional. chokeless side-
by-side. muzzleloading shotgun. The
optimum range for these smoothbores
1s around 15 yards.

Since I'm very comfortable
shooting a compound bow up to 30
yards. I assumed switching to archery

tackle would actually double my

effective range. The assumption was
fine in theory, but not n practice.
Archery turkey hunting takes
place at ground level and not from
the tree stand. Therefore. the visual
perspective of the entire landscape
changes. As turkeys approach your
archery setup, lower story clutter
becomes a major consideration.
That handful of twigs or folhage
that wouldn’t even be noticed by a
shotgun hunter, suddenly makes a
shot at your 10-yard strutter out of
the question.
BLINDS AND DECOYS
When it comes to hunting wild
turkeys, I don’t like portable blinds
and I don’t like decoys. I do. in fact,
hate them. When hunting wild
turkeys with a bow, however, |
use both. Although I've heard of
blindless archers drawing on and
Killing turkeys, the endeavor 1s
simply beyond my capabilities.
Today's portable pop-ups
offer bow hunters an ever-growing
array of styles and prices. Aside
from location, the most important
aspect of using any ground blind 1s
to eliminate noise and light. After
setting up on a gobbling tom, 1t
1s always wise to clear all leaves,
sticks or other debris from the
center of the blind. Banking up
the floor perimeter with this litter
not only makes the hide darker,
but also eliminates sound. It 1s not
unusual for turkeys to approach
within three or four paces of a
ground blind. Any sounds coming

[rom within the structure’s interior

judicious use of decoys will help

put a bird exactly where you want
him. When hunting from a blind.

[ use a minimum of three or four
decoys. I think flocks, even small
ones, provide greater drawing
power. Decoys that move are more
convincing than those that don’t.
NIME OF DAY

When setting up on daybreak
gobblers, don’t be surprised if you
have birds strutting in front of your
set when, though legal shooting time
has arrived, 1t’s still too dark to sight
a bow. I've had this happen several
times, and 1t’s one more frustration
that shotgun hunters don’t contend
with.

One of the most productive
times to bow hunt for turkeys
occurs during mid- to late morning
after hens have left the toms. Ideal
locations include field or pasture
edges. Toms routinely cruise these
areas in search of hens. Decoys are
highly visible 1n these situations,
and any birds that approach these
openings are sure (o see your set.
BROADHEADS

Once 1n range, turkeys can
be effectively taken with either
traditional, fixed-blade broadheads Whiteh
or with mechanical broadheads. ""'m,
Both tips can be fired through the net | Lo
screens that cover the shooting ports

of most blinds.

Although I love the sport. I'm
far from what you'd call an archery

purist. [ still hunt turkeys with

| il |
bl

. | :'. &
a muzzleloader and also enjoy e
b

will be regarded as threatening. conventional shotguns. But bow | gt
| : . e
Although calling alone hunting continues to become an n-=

may bring toms into range, the

I||I.
increasingly important part of my ”l
ll




1] help spring season. During fall and

OUwgp | winter turkey hunts, I use a bow
abling | exclusively.

hunting provides the turkey hunter
with unique opportunities for
prolonged, close-range observation
of turkey behavior.

Attempting to bag an eastern
wild turkey with bow and arrow
is simply the most challenging,
rewarding, exhilarating and

0r four Regardless of the circumstance,
N sma] | MY turkey hunts are never more
ine exciting than when I'm carrying a
ur; more \ bow. Because of range restrictions
don’L. ~ and a host of other handicaps, bow
break
Lof your %
0LIng timg
K to sigh
N several
Istration
ontend
tive
VS
oming
. [deal ’
sture. 8
:
¢ these
g Grant Poindexter of Indianola

carries the unique distinction of

mml ' being the first lowan to harvest a
e modern-day wild turkey with a bow
Rl | and arrow. The legendary hunt took
' place in the spring of 1974, the very
an first year wild turkeys became legal
I | game in lowa. The location was the
i VWhitebreast Unit of southern lowa’s
\ds. ' Stephen’s State Forest.
h the nél “| remember that it rained the

19 port night before, but turkeys started
| gobbling the next morning while it
was still dark,” recalls Poindexter.
“l don’t think any of us really

| I i l | knew what we were doing back
Sl | then. | had a push button caller and
b tried using that on a bird. The tom
y flew down and | started stalking it. |
oW ended up spooking that turkey.”

an “Nothing happened for an

‘my

hour or so, and then | heard two
more gobblers start up. | started
sneaking in on them. The first thing
| saw was a tom’s white head. |
thought, what in the world is that!
That's how it was then. We didn’t
even know that a turkey’s head
changed colors.

Anyway, | soon realized that it
was a turkey. | got ready and the
tom strutted through at 30 yards.
| took the shot and made a good
hit. It was my first turkey and the
first ‘'modern day’ turkey taken by
archery in lowa."

The gobbler was bagged with
a 65-pound recurve bow using a
wooden arrow tipped with a Bear
Razorhead. After field dressing his
trophy, Poindexter headed for the
Conservation Commission check

frustrating hunt you’ll ever attempt.
If you enjoy archery deer hunting
but haven't yet drawn your bow on
a spring gobbler, perhaps this 1s the
year to give it a try. | guarantee that
it will peg the needle on your turkey
hunting thrill-o-meter.

difyou "_i Lifelong Archery Enthusiast Recalls Historic lowa Turkey Hunt

—— W station. The tom weighed in at
3 an even 23 pounds. The largest
e

. gobbler taken in the state that year
. was a 25-pounder.

“The officer at the check
station later told me that if | hadn’t
stopped to field dress that bird
before coming in that it would
have tied or beat that record,”
Poindexter chuckled.

Poindexter has shot an
additional four turkeys since that
eventful 1974 spring hunt. All have
been taken from the ground — all

without the aid of blinds. During the
off-season, Poindexter spends time
producing handmade longbows which
he gives to friends. He also produces
around 20 kids’ longbows per year
which make their way into the hands
of young hunters through free event
raffles.

Although Poindexter still retains
his passion for shooting, he may
have to sit out this spring’s turkey
hunt as he recuperates from his
third knee replacement surgery. So
far, the recovery is going well. This
September, the 63-year-old archer
plans to bow hunt for elk in New
Mexico.

—LW
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The message was simple, straight-

to-the-pointand ultimately effective:
“It’sthe economy, stupid.”

Political consultant James Carville
used that minimalistic message in 1992
to keep athen. relatively obscure
candidate by the name of Bill Clinton
focused on the big picture ina
successful presidential campaign.

Substitute the word “economy”™
with “habitat” and lowa s recently
completed Wildlife Action Plan would |

be summarized as succinctly as |

Smedes

Iy

Chinton’s 1992 campaign mantra.

Securing a Future for Fish and '}

b ﬂ"“&,&“ 17O Wildlife: a Conservation Legacy for
;&“'J i ﬂ

» A lowans 1s the first attempt ever to

redtlo]

evaluate the status of lowa’s wildlife |

species and their habitats. Itexamines f 2

'ﬂ" i ( )] “.‘ by Kevin Baskins |
‘ \J11 stresses on wild creatures, as well as |

their habitats, and lays out visions and 2L
lowa’s Wildlife Action Plan sets a 2S-year course strategiestoconserve wildlife overthe
S o : o o o next 25 years.
for creating, improving and preserving habitats The plan. representing more than
necessary for healthy wildlife p()plllatlons. 100 people and two years of effort.

identifies 999 species of birds.

mammals, fish, reptiles, amphibians,

mussels (freshwater clams). land snail

S
-

butterflies. dragonflies and damselflies
of which one-third are a concern due |
populationdeclines. The recent planis | ‘e
the firstcomprehensive effort to
inventory lowa’s wildlife and the

natural resources needed to sustain
them since asimilar project was

undertakenin 1933. The 1933 plan 151

castachilling assessment of the

effects the first century of European |

settlement was having on lowa’s |

natural resources and wildlhite '

community (see story on page 45).
It has been said that [owa's

landscape has been altered more by 10:

humanity than any other state and
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ultimately. as the planrecognizes, the
| perpetuation of those species comes
down tohaving adequate habitat

| available to thrive. Only 4 percent of the
original wetlands and one-tenth of |

| percent of the native grasses are left.
Surface waters have been degraded by

sxcessive siltation. nutrients and exotic

species.
“We're betterequipped now to

know where we need to go because we

have a historical perspective dating back

| (0 the time we were shooting the last
nhuffalo,” said Ken Herring. division
administrator for the Conservation and
Recreation Division of the DNR.

“In the past, we " ve not fully
anderstood the entire ecosystem and
10w different plant and animal species
ire all interconnected. Eventoday, we
wrestill unlocking secrets on individual
species such as which plants are needed
torspecific butterflies,” Herring said.

As the process of developing a
statewide wildlife plan unfolded, it did
10ttake long for those involved to arrive
itthe conclusion of habitat development
ind preservation being the key.

“As we started looking at the

' ‘esearch and species we have that are

f concern, it became evident that the
werriding problem was a lack of
wabitat,” said Terry Little, wildlife
esearch supervisor for the DNR.

Only about 2.8 percent of lowa’s
and 1s in state or federal ownership,
iccording to statistics from the National
Wilderness Institute, ranking it 47"
imong the 50 states.

Improving habitat in a state with
igh private land ownership becomes
roblematic, butis something the plan
akes into account. A key statement in
he planacknowledges that lowa will

“remain one of the world’s [;
greatagricultural
regions... andseeks
solutions within that
context, said Doug Harr,
wildhifediversity
coordinator for the DNR.

Harr said the goal of
doubling the amount of
protected wildlife habitat in
the next 25 years does not
rely solely on public land
acquisition.

“A big partof this plan
1S the inclusion of

What is it: The lowa Wildlife Action Plan is designed to improve wildlife |
habitat in lowa over the next 25 years.

Why habitat: Habitat includes essential food, water, shelter and spaceina |
suitable arrangement for wildlife to survive. Much of lowa’s wildlife habitat is
gone or severely degraded and this has the largest impact on what species
can survive here.

Why is it important: The plan sets up a process to inventory and monitor
wildlife species in lowa as well as create strategies to improve wildlife
habitat in the state. The plan is also required to receive federal money ‘
through the State Wildlife Grants (SWGQG) program. The lowa DNR has been
allocated more than $3 million from the SWG program since 2001, with
funds used to enhance its Wildlife Diversity Program through increased
research, habitat protection and management for “species of greatest
conservation need.” lowa must match the SWG income dollar-for-dollar with
non-federal funds.

Key components: 1. Inventorying and monitoring of 999 species of birds,
mammals, fish, reptiles, amphibians, mussels (freshwater clams), land
snails, butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies.

2. Habitat creation and improvement with an overall goal of doubling wildlife
habitat in lowa on both public and private lands.

3. Addressing the existing stresses on native wildlife caused by invasive
species.

The plan on-line: This summer, the entire plan will be available at http://
www.lowadnr.com/wildlife/files/IAcomprehensive_plan.html Also this
summer, a synopsis of the plan will be published for the general public.
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protecting habitat with private

landowners through the use of
conservation easements and other
similaragreements, said Harr.

A watershed approach 1s
incorporated into the plan, which also
includes aquatic species such as fish,
mussels, amphibians, reptiles and
aquatic insects.

“Habitat and land use are key
components to water quality. This plan
includes watershed protection and
takes into accounteverything that
lowans use water for,” Harr said.

The plan 1s intended to encompass

a broad spectrum of people in the state.

“This really 1s a plan for all of us
here in lowa, not just the DNR. It's
intended so everyone who has ever
partnered or wanted to partner with

wildlife can do so.” said Harr.

The planis also designed to be a

“living document” thatis continually

evolving and changing as it progresses,

said Harr.

Both Harr and Little say the plan
lays outrealistic goals for [owa on
everything from increasing habitatand
decreasing invasive species to
encouraging more lowans torecreate
in the outdoors. It also takes into
consideration modern social
acceptances to wildlife.

“I think we all realize that some

native species such as elk and bison,

mountain lions and bears are no longer

compatible totoday’s society in lowa.
The ground beneath us would have to
change a great deal betore we would
see those species returning to our wild
landscape and being accepted,” said
Little.

Ninety-two individuals, representing 59 organizations, businesses and

agencies, actively assisted with plan development and review. Additional

comments were received prior to completion of a final draft. Some
comments made by reviewers can be found on the following pages.

Plan Review

Jessica Skibbe, ISU graduate
student, North Liberty

Skibbe’s
primary
interest Is
butterflies, but
she describes
herself more
as an ecologist
that works with
Insects rather
thanan
entomologist, and thus believes that
the plan does put the proper
emphasis on improving habitat.

Skibbe said while her opinions
were heard, she isn't sure they were
taken very seriously.
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“I think others looked at me as
a student, so | don’'t know how
seriously they took my input,” she
said.

“The plan comes up with more
or less concrete goals and
objectives, which | think is
important. | think it was important
that the plan set tar-reaching goals.
| was impressed that, as a whole,
the group that worked on the plan is
optimistic about the future,” she
said.

“Thirty years from now, | want
to be able to say to my children,
‘Look at what we've accomplished,’
and be able to point to this plan,”
she said.

"Plan Review |

Rick Robinson, lowa Farm
Bureau ‘
“lowa —=
farmers are W
very proud of |
the progress |
that's been
made in lowa
the last 20
yearsin
terms of
providing
habitat to [
game and nongame species. L

Voluntary federal farm
programs have had a lot to do with
this progress. .

State voluntary efforts, such '
as soil and water conservation |
cost-share programs that protect IS¢
water quality, have also been
positive for fish and game.
Clearly, lowa farmers want to do W
more. There's more demand for
these voluntary program dollars
today by farmers than there are
funds available to do the work. In
the meantime, they'll continue to
do these things with their own
resources.

“The draft lowa Wildlife Acticn
Plan is under review by Farm
Bureau. It appears to recognize
the need to balance viable wildlife
populations and habitat with
human social tolerance. While
this draft plan is a step in the right
direction, more detail will be
needed to determine how this can
effectively be done in a voluntary
fashion that allows lowans to
protect their families and property
from predators without permission
of conservation officers. We
welcome the dialogue.”
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From Sanctuaries to
Sustainability

Kathleen Ziemer, Butterfliz of
lowa, Norwalk

Ziemer, who said her biggest
environmental concern is water

quality,
Some of the conclusions made by “When you think back to when said
the lowa Conservation Plan of 1933 that 1933 report was done, conditions th‘e |
were as bleak as the drought-stricken, were about as bad as they could get. wllldhfe
dustbowl conditions of the time. In T'he people who worked on that plan Z gle
fact, the preparers of that report threw  were looking at the bottom of the good
in the towel on a few species. barrel in terms of conservation,” said start.

“The game survey has

Terry Little, supervisor of wildlife

“l don't know that a lot of

;ES determined that the following native  research for the DNR. people understand what this plan

vdowitn  Wild animals and birds will not The 1933 report reflects an era = gmd Whyiikisimporiant;; sne
again be sufficiently abundant to when lowa’s natural resources had Saldéiemer said shie'is happy

5. Such permit hunting them: deer, wild been almostentirely converted to that the plan recognizes there is

ation turkey, sharptail grouse, ruffed agricultural use, stll mostly more to wildlife than just game

orotect grouse and prairie chicken,” dependant on horses. and that the nongame species

il according tothe 1933 plan. Little said the conservation need to be recognized as well.

o The plan went on to propose that pratfalls of a horse-dominated "My main concern is butterfly

11000 _ i . . i _ LR s habitat and what we do that

ndfor aan{,luunu,hbe E&Fdh]lhh(’:d‘ll] lnwa'uw- :l:-.::l‘l‘i.. ulture were driven hll‘.ll]]lL to him S3v8% Or relo e L Allof ofwrbiat

ollars preserve a few of those animals within ~ during an early research project ldalis for the benefitiof

eare the state. involving pheasant populationsin butterflies. insects and other

jOrK. In small animals. We need to

nueto recognize that anything we do to

wn the ground has a bigger effect on

the environment around us.

3 Action Everyone wants a beautiful lawn

m and that's wonderful, but it has

gnize an impact. Anything the state

wildlife can do to make people more

1 aware of the environment is a

hile plus,” said Ziemer.

%e right And Ziemer said butterflies

: are animportant environmental

1is Can Indicator for many people.

jntary sty Rebod Vit e aa “‘Butterflies are the prima

0 donna of the insect world. When

ypery their numbers go down, people

lission will notice,” she said.

e

Private lands play a key role in providing the habitat necessary to perpetuate lowa’s wildlife species. The 1938
(left) and 2002 photos illustrate the potential proper land-use has on creating wildlife habitat on private lands.
The 1938 photo shows severe erosion with no protection to the creek. As contrast, the 2002 photo of the same
area shows field terraces and a riparian (wooded) buffer strip along the creek.
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Amish country. The prevailing theory
that pheasants would thrive there, in a
less-intense. less-mechanized
agricultural society did not hold true.

“What we found 1s that there
were actually less pheasants because
the horses grazed most of the cover
down tonothing. I would imagine that
similarconditions existed when the
1933 plan was done,” Little said.

Roll the clock forward some 70
years and the most recently
completed lowa Wildlife Action Plan
takes a more optimistic view of
improving wildhife and conservationin
lowa.

Since that ime. lowa has taken
dramatic turns in species such as
deer. wild turkey. nverotters, Canada
geese. trumpeter swans and birds of
prey such as peregrine falcons and
bald eagles. In fact, some of the
progress has been so dramatic that
where the 1933 plan proposed zoo-
like sanctuaries to preserve some
H]‘Ii't.‘it‘\ like deer and wild UI['LL‘} .the
current wildhfe planincludes caveats
such as “socially acceptable wildhite
environments within alandscape
dominated by agriculture.”

In addition to some of the
conservation programs that later
followed to improve wildlife habitat.
Little said the authors of the 1933
plan likely foresaw professional
biologists being employed by the state
toimprove wildlife.

Many of the biologists
instrumental with restoration of these
species are still with the DNR and
remember some of the tribulations of
getting the animals reestablished.
They ve alsobeen surprised by the

success and having to adjust to it as

46 fows Comcrvationtit & Ml

Waterfowl biologist Guy Zenner bands a Canada goose in the early days |

the species have gone from being “a
thrill just to catch a ghmpse of " to
daily complaints of there being too
many.

Little, who was heavily involved
with the reestablishmentof wild
turkeys. remembers the wildly
optimistic projections thatsomeday,
turkey hunting opportunities could be
provided to as many as 3.000 people
with a harvest of 1,500. Last year

alone, nearly 60,000 hunters

James Dinsmore, professor
emeritus at lowa State University
and author of A Country So Full Of
Game

Dinsmore said the plan did a
good job of bringing together the

experts

necessary to F"“:’r
doa =
comprehensive

inventory of the
wildlife species
In lowa.

“l think the
plan rightfully
moves beyond
the individual wildlife species and
focuses on habitats and the various
habitat needs of wildlife in lowa,” said
Dinsmore.

The potential weaknesses of the
plan may fall outside the scope of
biologists responsible for creation and
implementation of it, said Dinsmore.

“Given the long-term decline we
have seen in hunting and fishing
participation, | have questions about
how realistic the goal is of
iIncreasing outdoor recreation
participation over the next 25 years.

of lowa’s goose restoration program,

harvested approximately 25,000 birds.

“The early thinking was that we
needed at least 40,000 acres of
contiguous forestfor turkeys to
survive,  Little said.

Butanearly experimentina
much smaller forest stand near
Northwood proved the birds could
thrive inamuch smaller forested |

habitat. |
“After Northwood, the argument '

became if they could survive there.

Even if it is accomplished, a lot of
it would come from non-
consumptive participation who,
historically, have not been as

willing to empty their wallets as -
readily as a sportsman does who gt
thinks nothing of dropping a B
hundred dollars at a Ducks e Zi

Unlimited banquet,” Dinsmore said. L
Dinsmore said the ultimate I
success of the plan will also require £
political support to provide the |
funding needed to meet the goals.
“I remain to be convinced that it .
will happen,” said Dinsmore of :
getting the political support.
But overall, Dinsmore said the
plan is successful in taking stock
of the wildlife currently existing in
lowa and developing a list of the _
critical habitats needing to be Jinon
developed and preserved.
“| like the fact that in this plan,
that a broader, holistic approach
was taken where non-hunted
species came to the forefront. This
plan puts as much emphasis on
minnows as it does walleyes and
on sparrows as it does turkeys,” |
Dinsmore said.
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Ric Zarwell, Audubon Society

Zarwell
said the
process was
important to
ensure
continued
federal funding
fornongame
sSpecies in
lowa.

‘It was a good process in that
itbrought in a good cross-section
of nongame wildlife groups. I'm
hoping it is seen that way in

Washington D.C. as well,” he said.

Zarwell said the emphasis the
plan puts on increasing habitat in
the state is the correct one.

“We are seeing a widespread,
rapid decline in the variety of birds
we have here and it all comes
down to habitat,” Zarwell said.

they could survive pretty
much anywhere and that’s
when we started looking
atall the nver valleys,”
Little said.

Ron Andrews started
out as a pessimist when
river otters were first
reintroduced. Associating
the acrobatic animals with
“Rocky Mountain-clear
water, teeming with
trout,” the choice to first
put them in the muddy
waters above Red Rock
Reservoir made the
biologistdoubtful.

Since thattime in the
late 1980s, otters have
spread toevery county in
the state, even to the point
of generating an
occasional complaint from
landowners about cleaning out ponds
of fish,

Likewise, the early perception on
trumpeter swans was that the
species needed large, expansive
wetland complexes tothrive, casting
adash of pessimism to the early
restoration etforts, said Andrews.

“We now have trumpeters on
very small, duckweed-choked city
lagoons. Thank goodness these birds
have figured out a way to make our
etforts successful,” said Andrews.

The early goal on Canada geese
was toestablish arelatively small
breeding population in the northern
part of the state, according to DNR
waterfowl biologist Guy Zenner.

Whatbiologists like Zenner
learned from Canada geese is that

some species are highly adaptable to

changing habitats as witnessed by the
number of complaintsreceived each
year in urban areas about
overabundant geese.

“We never thought the geese
would be that adaptable and we never
thought we'd see as much
reproduction in this state as we
have.” said Zenner.

For Zenner, this success has
changed hisrole from having geese
trucked all over the state to
reestablished populations, tohaving
them trucked out of areas where they
are perceived to be a problem.

-KB

"Plan Review

Dave DeGues, lowa Nature
Conservancy
“The plan
doesan
excellent job
of
summarizing
what animals
are out there
and which are
INn need of
assistance. It
iInvolved a wide array of groups.
It's the first time all of the wildlife
species have been discussed like
this,” DeGues said.

DeGues said he understands it
IS a wildlife plan, but would have
still liked to have seen plant
communities addressed.

The plan also has lofty goals,
he said.

"I think it's better to shoot high
than it is to shoot low. This plan is
going to take a lot of follow up,”
DeGues said.
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For years I had heard lucky —
or lying— mushroom hunterstell
stories of finding the “motherlode.”
Butnot until the spring of 2003 did I
ever believe any of them were true.
That was the year even I — an avid
mushroom hunter butuntil thena
mostly unsuccessful one — found
enough mushrooms tonotonly
satisfy my fungi fancy but those of
my family, friends, neighbors and
evenenemies.

For the firsttime in my
mushroom hunting career, I had
more than I could eat and more than
[could give away. Fordays I lived
on the morel recipe staple —
mushrooms dipped inegg wash and
cracker crumbs and fried in butter.

After eating my way through several

More On Morels

Lois Tiffany is a wealth of
information when it comes to
morels and mushroom hunting in
general.

She should be. Tiffany and
George Knaphus, botany
professors at lowa State
University, and Don Huffman, a
biology professor at Central
College in Pella. conducted a 10-
year study (1984-1993) on the
ecology and distribution of
morels in lowa. In a recent
interview, she offered a few tips
all 'shroomers should heed.

Pack out your prize in mesh
bags to hasten the removal of dirt
and bugs and prevent the
mushroom from drawing moisture.
Fresh morels should be stored in a
papersack; avoid all plastics.

Make sure each specimen you

Lowell Washburn

pounds of mushrooms and an
equal amount of butter. I was
ready for something else.
Pizzas, omelettes and pasta
were all dressed up with the
delicate fungiand I even
experimented with the more
extravagant, like morels stuffed
with spinach, pine nuts and
otheringredients I can’teven
pronounce. Yet near the end of
the season, my refrigerator fruit
and vegetables drawers were
still brimming with mushrooms.
Not a bad problem to have. but
giventheirrelatively short-shelf
life, Thad to do something.
Long-term storage of morel
mushrooms had never been an

1ssue for me. but in this one

-
=

eatisidentified. Don’teat too many

atone time. Remove any brown or

dried spots, making sure to giveita
good margin of cut around the spot.
When indoubt, throw itout.

When picking, pinch or cut the
mushroom off at the base. While

some claimdoing so leaves “seed”

for later, the real reason is it keeps

excess dirt from tainting your find.
Morels should be eaten or

preserved within three to four days

If Lady Luck smiles, and you find
yourself with more morels than you can
eat, there are ways to preserve your
bounty well past the season.

after picking. Young, smaller
morels have alongershelf-life
than older, larger ones.

Asforsecrets to finding them,
well, heradviceis alittle less
direct. Although she admits there
1s some relationship between
morels and dead elm trees, it's a
misleading one atbest.

“I'neverargue with anyone
who says they have a good site. If
it works for them, that’s great.”

March/April 2006 & lowa Conservationi




magical season, I was faced with
that or the unthinkable —throwing
themaway. Given my inability tolet
such a precious resource go to
waste, I was afforded the luxury ot
trying different preservation
methods.

There are several ways to
preserve morels, but by far the most
popularare drying, freezing and
canning. All have their pros and
cons, and all have their different
uses. Preserved morels will never
rival fresh-picked, butit done right.
vou will be able to enjoy your bounty

as long as your stash holds out.

DRYING

Drying, [ tound, 1s the best
method because 1t is quick. easy and

the least ime-consuming. It's also

the most
versatile.
Properly dried
and stored
morels will
last for years.
They can be
rehydrated
and used just
like a fresh
morel,

although the

v Smuth

texture and s
flavor won
quite stand up
1o fresh.
Dried morels, crushed into a dust,
also serve well as a \L‘il"\lﬂlillg or
soup stock base.

Commercial food dehydrators

work well. but make sure you geta

The Ditty On Dehydrating

While anyone who has dried
morels before will have theirown
take and tips on the process, their
are a few general guidelines most

will agree on.

Drying is one of the best way to preserve excess
morels, offering the easiest and most versatile way
to enjoy spring's offering well past the season.

SO 1ows Conservationis
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Mushrooms earmarked for
drying should not be washed. If dried
outside. they shouldn’tbe left out
overnight because of dew, or when
there 1s a threat of rain.

[fusing a
commercial
dehydrator,
dry inthe
garage or
basement.
Thedrying
process can
produce

matter that
can cause
eye and nose
iritation,
migraines and

Clay Smith

other
maladies.

Although plastic containers aren't advised for storing
fresh morels, airtight containers are preferred for
storing frozen morels.

good one. Dehydrators that do not
circulate air top to bottom or do not
have heat settings sometimes leave
the specimens on the bottom racks

dark and brittle. while those on the

Some dehydrators don’tdry
evenly, sorotate trays and rearrange
mushrooms to get the bestresults.

Morels can be dried whole, butif
commercial dehydrator tray spacing
doesn tallow that, the mushrooms
may have to be split lengthwise and
dned.

Earlier gray or yellow morels dry
bestdue to their smallersize.

Store dried morels in an airtight
container.

Dried morels should be crisp. but
not “burned.” If you notice the stems
turning adark color, the settings are
too hot.

Dried morels should be
rehydrated in water or white wine
for at least a couple hours. But don’t
throw the liquid “stock™ away:1t's
great as a base for soups, stews or

gravies.
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top racks are under-dried.
Air-drying is also an option.
but 1s dependant on weather. Air-
drying requires eight to 10 hours of
dry, sunny conditions, preferably
with a little breeze. To air-dry,
place whole morels on nonmetallic
screens and place in the sun early
in the morning. Morels can also be
dried by stringing them whole with
needle and thread and hanging

them 1n a dry, airy location.

| FREEZING

Freezing is another method that
can produce palatable results well
intosummer, if you are lucky enough
(0 have that many. Some people
ireeze morels raw, but I have seen
the end-result and 1t is not my
preferred choice. If you decide to
freeze, it’s best to cook them first.

Some prefer to partially cook
mushrooms in butter, “sweat” them
as the culinary geniuses say, before
treezing. Thatworks well if you plan
lo-use them in soups, omelettes or as
acomplimenttosteak, chicken or
chops. A few minutes in a pan is all
ittakes to finish them off.

I prefertolightly coat them with
tlour, oregg and cracker crumbs.
brown them and freeze. Again, they
are not as good as fresh, but they
work in a pinch when a little taste of
spring 1s needed. Freeze the
mushrooms individually onacookie
sheet before bagging so you don'’t

endup with a sticky, lumpy mess.

CANNING

Admittedly, Ican’tcommenton
the quality of canned morels
because, well, I never canned them.

Butlknow people who have, and

they extol the virtues of the end
product. According to a submittal
trom “Courtesy of Cindy™ on “The
Great Morel Site,” a website
dedicated toall things morel, the
process involves sterilizing a wide
mouth pint jar and adding a teaspoon
of canning salt. Next, fill jars with
morels, add room temperature
distilled water, and pressure cook for
30 minutes at 10 pounds pressure.
Again, the canning water should be
reserved for other uses.

Morels, like Three Mile Lake's

crappies, Clear Lake’s yellow bass
or Rathbun’s walleyes, are
delicacies best served fresh. But if
youever find yourself stuck with the
mother lode, don’t be afraid to save

some for later.

Alan Foster is the managing editor
of the lowa Conservationist and a

self-admitted morel novice.

Anyway Is The Right Way

While there may be some
argument over butler versus
margarine, or oil versus grease,
mostmushroom hunters will agree
there 1s no wrong way to cook a
morel.

Granted, there are some morel
snobs who believe, to coverup the
rich taste of Jowa's favorite fungi
1s sacrilege, the truth is, the meaty

morel serves well in any role — as

anappetizer, side dish, ingredient or

even a main dish, for breakfast,
lunch or supper.

Pan-fryingis hands-down the
most popular method of cooking
morels. The culinary jury is split

While the

most popular
method of
preparing morels
is fried in butter,
in reality, there is
no wrong way

to cook a

morel mushroom.

Lowell Washbum

only ona few minorissues, like
cracker- or flour-coated versus
uncoated, and butter versus oil. But
i any form, pan-fried morels are
perfectcompliments to any dish.
But when the refrigerator
overfloweth, and your butter-fried
tolerance is at its max, don’t be
atraid to substitute morels in any
dish that calls for the more
common button, portobello orany
othercultivated mushroom.
Whetherit’'s omelettes, pizzas,
pasta sauces or casseroles, the
indescribable flavor of [owa’s most
sought-after 'shroom adds richness

toany meal.
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Depending on the time of year,
campsites may be reserved for as
little as one night or as many as 14
consecutive nights.

Campsites may be reserved as early
as 3 months in advance.

Online reservations can be made 24
hours a day 7 days a week.

Phone reservations are accepted:
Feb. 1 - Sept. 30

Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. 1o 7 p.m.,
Weekends, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., (CST)
Oct. I - Jan. 31

7 days a week, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(CST)

Each campsite has a photo and de-
tailed description on the web site.

Each campground has a map includ-
ing which sites are reservable, and a
layout of the campground facilities.

Online reservations may be paid for
by credit/debit card only. Phone-

in reservations must be paid for

by credit/debit card, check, money

order or camping coupons.

An equal number and type of
campsites will be available using
the traditional method of first come,
first served.
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erec Bordignon

Born and raised in central Illinois, Greg Bordignon
grew up fishing and hunting the streams and fields just
south of Springfield.

In 1977 he moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to pursue
his B.A. degree in fine arts at Mt. Mercy College. That
same year he started working as an artist at the Jym

Bag Company. After graduating in 1981, he became

art director, where he remains today. His outdoor art
appears under the trade name, North American Outfit-
ters, on hundreds of thousands of T-shirts and sweat-
shirts all across the country. |

Greg began painting wildlife art in 1992. His work
has appeared on the covers of the 1992 and 1994 lowa
hunting and trapping rules and regulations, and inside
the Iowa Conservationist Magazine. He also has sev-
eral lowa habitat and trout stamp designs to his credit,
including this year’s pictured above.

54 lowa Conservationist @ March/April 2006
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Sherrie Russell Meline, nationally recognized wildlifé
artist, is the lTowa Migratory Game Bird Stamp artist fo|
2006. A professional artist since the mid-1970, she ha
always been interested in art and her talent has been ap|

parent and acknowledged since early childhood.
Born in Madison, Wisconsin, Sherrie attended hig
school in Tokyo, Japan, and in 1972 she graduated wit

honors in fine art from the University of Wisconsinl

Madison. Her professional career began in San Jos
California in 1974 when she applied her unique paint
ing style to laminated wood sculpture. Although a de

coy collector since her college days, Sherrie’s interes|
in waterfowl was not expressed in her work until afte§ .

she moved to Mount Shasta, California in 1980.

Sherrie and her husband, Kevin, distribute her limitec

edition prints nationally through their gallery, Wingbeal

of Mt. Shasta.

Since 1982, Sherrie has been a member of the Pa_

cific Flyway Decoy Association and has served on th
Board of Directors since 1986. In 1990, Ducks Unlim

ited appointed her as Honorary National Trustee. She

is a life member of California Waterfowl Association
and a major donor to California Waterfowl Association
Ducks Unlimited, National Wild Turkey Federation
Pheasants Forever, Quail Unlimited and The Rock
Mountain Elk Foundation.
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by Michael Dhar

Hundreds of years ago,
“oceans covered lowa. Today,
though only asmall fragment
remains, people who know where to
look can still dip a toe into those
mostly vanished seas.

In fact, several hundred lowans
do much more than that every
spring. Thanks to the annual
Statewide Prairie Rescue, many
volunteers actually dive rightin and
help save those bits of “ocean.’

Thisall happens in prairie
grasslands, often described as the
Midwest's “seas.” Atone time, they
blanketed the state in a sweeping
expanse of grasses and flowers.
When the first western settlers
arrived, this area supported an
incredibly diverse ecosystem, one
stretching for thousands of miles and
rejuvenated by enormous fires.

Today. less than one-tenth of |
percentof lowa’s prairies remain,
though they once covered 80
percent of the state. Since 2001,
however, the Statewide Prairie
Rescue has given the public
firsthand experience of that small
remnant.

“We want people to understand
lowa’s prairies,” said Cathy
Engstrom, communications director
for the lowa Natural Heritage
Foundation, one of the program’s
sponsors. “We want them to know
what an importantecosystem itis,
and how beautiful itis.”

Statewide Prairie Rescue

consists of 20to 30 individual events

occurring across the state in March.
Apriland May. Volunteers come to
state parks, patches of private land
and other plots of remnant or
recovered prairie to help remove
invasive woody species — that is,

trees. Participants cut, saw,

- Volunteers clear :

; wooﬂy plants.at

"}-'the 2005 Bru_#hy Croek -

State Peh'-lg prame reScu’e

chemically treat and sometimes burn

invaders that crowd native grasses.

Inanatural ecosystem,
Engstrom said, prairies would
combat such woody plants on their
own. A genuine grassland, one that
stretched for miles, would welcome
periodic cleansing fires, which
destroy trees and at the same time
crack open prairie grass seeds so
they can germinate.

By taking on the role of those
long-ago fires, volunteers reconnect
with lowa’s natural heritage,
Engstrom said. They also take part
in a fun and educational outing.

Lastyear, lowa City Girl Scout
leader Judy O Donnell took her
troop of budding naturalists to a
rescue at Breen Prairie, near
Monticello. The activity proved a

Volunteers help preserve “Iowa’s oceans”’

perfect match for her scouts,
O’Donnell said.

“Thiseventembodied a lot of
things we try to get our Girl Scouts
involvedin,” shesaid. “Being
outdoors, learning, serving and caring
for the environment. And they had a
really great time.”

The prairie rescue events also
produce clearly visible results, said
Mark Edwards, trail coordinator with
the lowa DNR, another of the event's
SPONSsOrs.

“In a day, the difference that a
group of people can make is pretty
amazing tome,” he said.

All volunteers, by helping save
prairie fragments, provide a service to
future lowans, and to the species with
which we share the land, Engstrom
said.

“One of the statements that
moves me was naturalist Aldo
Leopold comparing prairies to the
greatancient libraries,” she said. “It
almost makes you cry to think what
was lost when those were destroyed.
[t"s the same thing with prairies. They
are libraries of DNA, species we
could never get back.”

Volunteer Opportunities

* Statewide Prairie Rescue:
Visit www.inhf.org/
rescue2006.htm for details.

* Operation RelLeaf and Plant
Some Shade spring tree
distributions. Please visit on-
line events calendar at:

www.keepersoftheland.org
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oming from the state with
the phrase Sportsman’s
Paradise stamped right
on its license plates, it would be
logical that Robert Beasley,
executive chef at Mojo’s
on 86th in Johnston,
would know his
way around a
fishing reel. He
does. But his
100-hour work-
week doesn’t
allow him much
time to put that
knowledge into
practice.
Beasley, 42, did get
out a few times last sum-
mer and fished in farm ponds
west of Adel. He and his cohorts
caught 6-pound bass and pound-
and-a-half crappies. And yes,
as a professional chef, he was
tasked with cooking them. Ahh,
nothing beats fresh fish.
Beasley has been a profes-
sional chef in New Orleans,

Article by Mick Klemesrud
Photos by Jett Myrom

6163 N.W. 86th Street
Johnston, 1A 50131
515.334.3699

rob@mojoson86th.com

Houston, Dallas, Kansas City
and in the Des Moines area for
more than 22 years. He is a
graduate of the Culinary Insti-
tute of America, in Hyde Park,
N.Y. For the lowa Conservation-
ist, Beasley took some lowa-
caught crappies and dressed
them with some Big Easy style.

A large cast iron skillet went
over a high gas flame and it
didn’t take long to heat up. “A
cast iron skillet is best for black-
ening,” he said as he coated some
crappie filets with his own mix of
Cajun seasonings. “Get it rock’n
hot; smok’n hot.” A shot of ex-
tra virgin olive oil and in go the
filets. He said any off-the-shelf
Cajun or Creole seasoning would
work.

To contrast the texture and
seasoning of the blackened fish,
he rolls more filets in a mixture
of seasoned flour, and blue and
yellow corn meal, and then drops
them into hot oil.

Next, Beasley works on the
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sauce -- a shot of extra virgin
olive oil in a small, hot, sauce
pan, a handful of crawfish tails,
a ladle of cream, some white
wine, some Asiago cheese and
more Cajun seasoning. The fish
are turned once, then the heat
turned off. The high heat will
sear in the juices, he said.

As the sauce reduces, Bea-
sley prepares the plate with
grilled vegetables, then places
the blackened filets on the veg-
etable pile, then the fried filets.
Here comes the sauce, topped

“with green onions and more

cheese.,

He said an Australian sau-
vignon blanc would cut through
the spices and go nicely with the
meal. Rice could replace the
grilled vegetables and spices can
be adjusted to taste.

To avoid problems cooking
thin fish like crappie, cook at

* high heat and cook it quickly, he

said. That will lock in the flavor
and give the fish a nice texture.

Beasley’s Cajun Mix

2 tsp each of kosher salt,
granulated onion and
granulated garlic

1/2 tsp cayenne pepper

1-1/2 tsp coarse black pepper

1 tsp white pepper

4 tsp each of leaf thyme and
leaf oregano

3 tsp paprika

Sauce

Place 2 tsp olive oil in skillet

and place over high heat.

Add 3 ozs crawfish tail meat

1T each of Cajun spices and

green onions

2 T white wine

1/2 cup heavy whipping
cream

1/4 cup shredded Asiago
cheese

Bring to a boil. Reduce heat

and simmer until thickened.
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lowa Pheasant License
Plate Ranked Fifth Best
In North America

[owa’s new specialty license
plate featuring a pheasant placed
fifth in voting for the 2005 Best
License Plate award, according to
the Automobile License Plate
Collectors Association (ALPCA).
The annual contest covers the
U.S. and Canada.

Designed by Cedar Rapids
artist Greg Bordignon, the plate
was one of two new natural
resource money-raising plates,
prompted by the lowa DNR, that
became available last fall. It
features a rooster pheasant
springing into flight with a ghosted
farmscape background. The other
new plate 1s an eagle taking flight
over a ghosted image of the
Mississippi River.

Both plates join the 10-year-
old goldfinch and wild rose plate
in generating revenue for lowa’s
Resource Enhancementand
Protection (REAP) program.
REAP provides funding for city,
county and state parks and

a Conservabionist « March/Apnl 2006

Greg Bordignon

conservation areas. soil and water

quality, historical preservation and
conservation education. A year
ago, the price of the plates was
increased to $45 to purchase and
$25 for annual renewal so that
they could also begin supporting
the wildlife diversity program.

“The natural resources plate
1s popular with collectors for its
attractive design,” according to
ALPCA spokesman Eric
Gustafson. Voting is currently
underway and will be completed
by ALPCA members in early
March.
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lowa AmeriCorps
Reaches 1 Million
Hours Of Service

[owa AmeriCorps members
reached a major milestone re-
cently when they broke the |
million-hour mark for direct
service to the state since 2000.

Members of the lowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources’
AmeriCorps Keepers of the Land
program contributed greatly to the
effort, logging 235,679 service
hours over the last five years.

The DNR firstemployed
AmeriCorps membersona
widespread scale in 1999. Today,
the department draws on the
talents of 47 members, an in-
crease of nearly four times the
number of original members.

[owa AmeriCorps members
have contributed more than $17
million in services to the state
since 2000, based on the Bureau
of Labor Statistics and Indepen-
dent Sector Coalition’s estimates
of the value of volunteer service.

The national AmeriCorps
program was established in 1994
0 engage Americans in commu-
nity-based service. In exchange
for one year of service, members
receive an education stipend.

For more information on
AmeriCorps, call visit
www.volunteeriowa.org. For
more information on
AmeriCorps Keepers of the
[Land contact Linda Terry at
LLinda. Terry @dnr.state.1a.us or
at (515) 281-3079.
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Bald Eagle Numbers Dip Slightly in 2005, But Population Still Strong

The annual midwinterbald

eagle survey counted nearly 2,600

baldeaglesinlowa, which s

down from the previous two

years, butstill above the 10-year
average of 2,180.

Midwinter survey results for
2004 found 4,384 eagles,
comparedto 3,164 1n
2005. The lower count
may be attributed to
warmer temperatures and
less 1ce coverage on area
rivers. Previous winters
were colder with more 1ce
cover, factors that con-
centrate the eagles and
make them easier to
count.

“The large amount of
open water most likely
allowed eagles to spread
outalong the water-
courses, making them

harder to count and I
think that played akey
role inthe slightly lower

'y Smedes

numbers this year,” said

Stephanie Shepherd of the lowa
Department of Natural Re-
sources wildhte diversity pro-
gram.

Asusual, the Mississippi River
had the most eagles in the survey
with 60 percent, followed by the
Des Moines River with 20 per-
cent. The survey found 38
percent of the bald eagles counted
were immature, which continues
to indicate the population is stable
Or growing.

“Overall, the news 1s that
lowa s bald eagle population
continues to be stable and healthy
and provides many lowans with
opportunities to see these majestic
birds,” Shepherd said.

[owasurvey results will be
added tothe Midwestregional and
national data that will provide a
more complete picture of the
health of the bald eagle population.

License Buyers Donate More than $10,000 To Turn In Poachers Program

Hunters and anglers have
donated more than $10,000
since September to the lowa
Turn In Poachers program
through a $2 donation offered
through the Electronic Li-
censing System for lowa. The
lowa Department of Natural
Resources presented the TIP
lowa Board a $10,000 check
in February.

The donations are used by

the private TIP organization for

reward payments to informants

e

on successtul lowa TIP

cases and for promoting
the program.

“This money was
donated voluntarily by
lowalicense buyers that
will directly help the TIP

program, to help protect

the wild resources herein _ §
lowa, and the hunters and 2
anglers inour state, " said &
Steve Dermand, TIP

board representative for

the lowa DNR.

Steve Dermand, right, presents a
$10,000 check to TIP Board
president Russ VonBehren.
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MOoNSERVATION UPDATE

National Survey Examines Wants ?’ i
And Needs Of Duck Hunters

lowa Responses Reflects Current Trends

The National (waterfowl) Flyway Council has
released results of a nationwide survey asking
America’s duck hunters foropinions on ducks,
duck hunting and waterfowl management. Ac-
cording to Flyway Council chair Don Childress,
more than 10,000 duck hunters responded to this
first-of-its-kind national survey.

The survey revealed modern-day duck hunters

Lowell Washbum

are ahighly motivated group of conservationists
who take waterfowling 1ssues very seriously. A

tull 72 percent of respondents listed duck hunting as sas, Louisiana, Mississipprand Tennessee) said
their most important, or one of theirmost important, hunting had gotten worse.
recreational activities. About 60 percent agreed with In the national survey, 76 percent of the duck
the length of their hunting seasons, and three- hunters questioned said they hunted all of the past
quarters said the daily bag lmit on ducks was “about five seasons. In lowa. 82 percent of the state’s
right.” duck hunters hunted all 5 of the past five seasons.
Almost two-thirds (65 percent) of surveyed Nationally, 72 percent of duck hunters said the
duck hunters said they spend more than $250 each total daily duck bag limit in the state they hunted was
year on duck hunting and 20 percent said they spend “aboutright.” In Iowa, 79 percent of the hunters
more than $1,000. interviewed thought the bag limit was “aboutright.”
Only 6 percent of duck hunters between the Other survey findings show that contemporary
ages of 45 and 64 indicated that they began duck duck hunters —especially the younger ones —
hunting inthe relatively recent past (1997-2004). readily embrace currenttechnology. Twenty
Survey results were reported by upper, middle percent of duck hunters said they “frequently™

and lower groupings of states ineach flyway. These  access the Internet for duck hunting information; 49
groupings allow for the most meaningful comparisons  percentsaid “once ina while,” and 31 percent, “not

among regions of the country, said Childress. For atall.”

example, more than 30 percent of the waterfowlers In the national average, 53 percent of surveyed
hunting in the upper portion of the Central Flyway hunters said they used spinning-wing (mechanical)
(North Dakota, South Dakota and eastern Montana) decoys, which compared to 67 percentin lowa.

said the overall quality of duck hunting over the last Both surveys revealed that a majority of duck

five years had improved, while 29 percent of the hunters thought spinning-wings should be allowed.
same group said 1t had gotten worse. By contrast, Nationally.and in lowa, less than 25 percent thought
82 percent of the duck hunters using the lower mechanical decoys should be outlawed.
portion of the Mississippi Flyway (Alabama, Arkan- By Lowell Washburn
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Local Watershed Projects Showing Results

Conservation practices on
agricultural and urban land are
making adifference in the
amountof pollutants reaching
[owa’s waters.

LLocal watershed projects are
the difference-makers. Projects
work with landowners to install
conservation practices in the
watershed — the area of land
that drains into a lake or stream.
Common conservation practices
nclude wetlands, ponds, terraces
and buffers. These practices
reduce the amount of pollutants
—sediment, nutrients and
bacteria— reaching a lake or
stream.

Sediment can make water
cloudy.damage fishand other
aquatic life habitat, and fill in
lakes and streambeds. High levels
of nutrients, like phosphorus, can
cloud the water, increase drinking
water costs and lead to poor
aquatic lifediversity.

The DNR funds a number of
local watershed projects that

improve lowa’s water. Of those.

22 reported on practices installed

Water samples
taken from Lake
Darling, show a

marked

Improvement in

water clarity. Local
watershed projects
have prevented
roughly 9,000 tons
of sediment from
entering the lake
every year.

during federal fiscal year (FFY)
2005. From Oct. 1, 2004 to Sept.
30. 2005, those conservation
practices reduced sediment
reaching streams and lakes by at
least 23,396 tons per year. That’s
equal to about l.fﬂlt‘li_lulilplruth
full of soil each year. They also
reduced phosphorus reaching
streams and lakes by at least
42,685 pounds per year.

T'hese conservation practices
will continue to reduce pollutants
at the same rate 1f they are
properly maintained.

Lake Darling is just one of
the watershed projects showing
success. Withoutconservation
practices, more than 16,000 tons
of sediment were reaching Lake
Darling every year. Initial conser
vation practices reduced that
numberto 10,444 tons per year
In the last five years, other
efforts have further reduced the
amount of sedimentreaching the
lake 10 6.97¥ tons per year.

The Section 319 program of

the EPA provides DNR funding

for nonpoint pollution programs.

Upcoming NRC
and EPC Meetings

Thedates and locations have
been set for the following meet-
ings of the Natural Resource
Commission and Environmental
Protection Commission of the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources.

Agendas are set approxi-
mately 10 days priortothe
scheduled meeting date. For
additional information. contact the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources. Wallace State Office

3uilding, 502 E. 9" St., De
Moines. lowa>03519-00)34

Natural Resource
( ommission:

— April
NO meeting
May 11
Waubonsie/WaShawtee
June ¥
Whiterock Conservancy

Environmental Protection
(ommission:

April 17
Urbandale
May 15
Urbandale
June 19

Urbandale

Preserves Advisory

April 14
Wapello County
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I'm atraid I don 't watch
much TV. When [ do, i1t’s
usually just news, sports and old
movies, most often Shane, one
of my all-time favorites. In fact,
[ am sure my wife shakes her
head when [ sit down to watch
that classic for the 500th time.
then thinks I've completely lost
it when I mutter, “Shane, come
back™ at the end.

Outside of that, I couldn't
tell you the names of most
regularly scheduled programs.
And despite what some may
think, I DON"T watch cop
shows. When I get home. I do
my best to shut off the cop
switch.

So, when a friend came up
(o me not too long ago and
asked if I had watched CS/ the
night before, 1t was no surprise
that I answered “CS who?7" |
later found out C'S71s aboul
Crime scene investigators using
new technology to solve major
crimes. And it s all done in the

space of 60 minutes, commer-

DIARY

CSllowa

— by Chuck Humeston

cials included. I think there
might be alot they are leaving

Oul.

[t did. however. remind me of

acall I got my tirst year on the

job. The caller provided direc-

rions to where some deer had
been shot and apparently dragged
out of a field. It was winter, the
deer seasons were over and the

snow cover was thick.

was hope for a break.

[ knocked on doors of
nearby farms asking if anyone
had seen or heard anything the
night before. Everyone shook
their heads, and [ was starting
to think this would be one that
got away. Then, [ knocked on
another door and a man opened
it. Iasked him the same

question, notreally expecting to

He gave us the Elmer Fudd defense,
telling us he had been hunting rabbits.
Given the fact deer hair has some
characteristics that are pretty obvious, his
explanation didn’t hold much water.

[ followed the directions.

looked outintoatfield. and tound

notone, buttwo obviously fresh
blood trails where something
had been dragged out of the
field. Dragging had effectively
obscured any footprints, and
tratfic had taken care of tire
tracks.

There was nothing else to

g0 by. I stood there and listened.

but the scene was not speaking
to me. No empty cartridge
cases. Nothing. All I could do

hear anything that would help.

“There was a guy who
stopped here late lastnight,” he
said. “He had run out of gas
and wondered 1f he could buy
some.

“Have you seen him
before?”

“Yes, a couple of years ago
| called because he was
shooting at deer with a rifle on
my property.” He also gave
me a description of what he

wasdriving.



Bingo!
[ took the suspect’s name

and started to do some record
checks. I soon found out where
he lived and, wouldn’t you know
iIt, records showed the car he
owned matched the description
the farmer gave me. [ drove to
the guy s house, but no one was
home. Interestingly, there was
blood on the ground in front of
the closed overhead door. 1
called forreinforcements.
Asking around, it didn’t take
long to find out the guy’s wife
worked at a local eatery. We
stopped there, had a cup of
coffee and asked her if she
minded if we took a look in their
garage. The answer was prett)
direct.

doing? I'don’t care, go ahead.”

“Now what has he been
Back we went. The garage
was unlocked. Imagine our
surprise to find two ropes
hanging from the rafters, with
blood pooled below
them. We took some
samples of the blood, ;
and of the hair found
caughtin the rope

Libers,

Not long after, a car
pulled in. Sure enough,
it was the guy, who was
naturally curious why
we were in his garage

We, on the other hand.

were curious why there

was blood and hair on his rear
bumper. We asked him to open
his trunk. More blood, more
hair. To this day, I still laugh at
his response. He gave us the
Elmer Fudd defense, telling us
he had been hunting rabbits.
Given the fact deer hair has
some characteristics that are
pretty obvious, his explanation
didn’thold much water. We
sampled the blood and the haii
1n the car.

Notwithstanding the
rabbit story and being born
at night — just not last
night— we charged him
withillegal possession of
deer, even though we still
hadn’t found the bodies of
any deer.

The nextday, I took
everything to the DCI
crime lab in Des Moines.
DNA testing was still

somewhatinits infancy

Skiing e X Country Skis
Backpacking e Archery
Optics ® Sportswear

Trail Running Gear
Footwear ¢ Coals

Canoes e Kayaks

Bait & Tackle

Hunting Supplies & Services

IOWA CITY * 125 HWY 1 W * 319-354-2200

back then, but they were able to
tell me the blood and hairs came
from deer.

Blood and hair on some
glass shides under amicroscope
closed the case. That's what
CSldoesn 't show you. The
bells and whistles usually are
combined with “old fashioned™
police work.

A liberal dose of good

fortune doesn’'t hurt either.

Need a place to hunt?

e 34 acres in Southern lowa for lease.
e Prime whitetail and turkey hunting.

e Open land, woods, creek -
ideal for multiple hunters.

« Property will be available for sale
within five years - hunt now and
see if you may want to buy. )

- Pictures and defailsat ~ *
www.mwt.net/~issharratt 7

Supplying lowans With Quality Outdoor Gear Since 1968
Fishing e Camping * Hiking P~ y

F 1n& Feather

the great outdoors stori
Locally Owned
visit our website & online store!
www.finfeather.com

8am-8pm Mon-Fri, 8am-5:30pm Sat, 9am-5pm Sun
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State Library Of lowa
State Documents Center
Miller Building
Des Moines. lowa
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