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FROM THE DIRECTOR

Hob Castelline

From Dumping
GroundsTo
Diamond Fields

[Last month, 200 volunteers
from around the state converged
on the Little Stoux River in north-
west lowa for Project AWARE
and picked up 124 cubic vards of
trash. enough to fill two dozen
dump trucks.

Now tell me. 1s this good news
or bad? These types of events
certainly leave me with mixed
feelings of both good and bad
NEews.

We obviously sull have people
who care enough about water
quality and our natural resources
to make this Kind of commitment to
help clean things up. They went
out and they made a difference.

The thp side. of course, i1s we
obviously still have a lot of people
who don't care and continue 1o
VIEW Our water resources as
nothing more than their own.

personal garbage receptacles.

That's frustrating and maddening.
For those of you who may not
be tamiliar with Project AWARE.
It has now become an annual event
where volunteers canoe one of our
rivers to pick up trash and share in
the camaraderie of improving our
natural resources. Along the way,
there’s plenty of opportunity to not
only contribute to improving our
environment, but learn a lot at
evening programs along the way.

Merry Rankin, the DNR's
volunteer coordinator, described
this year’s trash collection effort.

“"With the items that were
collected the volunteers could have
redecorated a house with the
stove. refrigerator, televisions.
computer, freezer, washer, dryer,
microwave, air conditioner, toilet,
sink, carpets, bathroom tile, screen
windows, kerosene heater. furnace
duct, siding, gutters, shingles.
coffee pots, fuse box, mattress.
box springs, sofa, fire extinguish-
ers, joint compound and miscella-
neous dishes that were collected.

“The volunteers could have
also nicely equipped a farm with
the 125 fence posts., 20 55-gallon
barrels, barn door, gate, 300-gallon
livestock watering tank, 16-hole
hog feeder. clevator equipment,
barbed wire, panel fencing, feed
chutes, chicken waterer, tiling,
plow parts, pitchfork, vaccine
bottles, and intact farm chemicals
and diesel oil that were found.

“A nice car could have been
constructed as well, as volunteers
found the hood. trunk. grill, fenders.
bumpers, license plates (1962 and
1975). gas tanks, bucket seat,

headlights, rearview mirror and

door handles of dumped vehicles.

“And when all this building and
equipping was complete, volunteers
pulled from the river all the fixins’
for a well-attended celebration basl
with countless beer, wine and
alcohol bottles, wine glasses, fishing
equipment, perfume bottles, pro-
pane tanks, BBQ grills, sleds, a
boat dock, records, four bicycles.
patio furniture and miscellaneous
toys — including the metal case ot
one of the original erector sets and
a metal spinner bingo game.

“Current figures show approxi- -
mately 3 tons of scrap metal
collected and only 600 pounds of
carbage that was unable to be
recycled. Recycling rates are
expected to be at least 95 percent.”

Those of us who care about the
natural resources have to look at
these statistics and ask ourselves
why we would treat our waterways
in this manner. What I try not to
think about 1s the fact that this
project covered only about 100
miles — or less than (.2 percent of
the nivers and streams we have I1n
lowa. That means we have tons
and tons more trash still out there
along our waterways.

Part of the reason I think we
see so much of this illegal dumping
along our rivers and streams is that
these areas tend to be some of the
few remaining parts of lowa that
are remote. This remoteness 18 yet
another reason why our waterways
need addinonal attention and
protection in a state that has so few

natural areas remaining.

Director’s Message

cont. on page 4




FRONT COVER: YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD

BY LOWELL WASHBURN

BACK COVER: BECOME AN OUTDOORS-
chicles WOMAN AT THE NEXT BOW WORKSHOP,

SEPT. 9-11 (SEE PAGES 38-43)
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BROWNFIELDS: RECLAIMING IOWA'S
PAST TO CREATE THE FUTURE

by Jessie Rolph Brown

Once eyesores and environmental concerns,
abandoned industrial areas are being converted (o
community cenlerpieces.

NOT JUST A WALK IN THE PARK

by Brian Button

[Last year, nearly 300 men and women swam, ran
and biked the 24th Annual Big Creek Triathlon,
Several lowa state parks are hosts to these
challenging events.

VOLUNTEERS ADD NEW LIFE TO PINE
CREEK MILL

by Marilyn “Lyn” Jackson

Skills, experience and good old-tfashioned hard work
by a group of dedicated individuals have breathed
new life into a historic landmark.

10 SURE-FIREWAYS TOHELP YOURKIDS

LOVE THE OUTDOORS
by Julie Tack

Got kids? Here's how to enjoy the outdoors with
vour little ones.

SIGNATURE SPOKESMAN

by Lowell Washburn
Rare to most of lowa, yellow-headed blackbirds bring
their song and dance to northern lowa marshes.

BECOMING AN OUTDOORS-WOMAN

by Christie Vilsack

l[owa’s first lady shares a first-hand account of her
experience at this outdoor skills camp.

WATERFRONT SEAFOOD MARKET DOES
WALLEYE RIGHT

by Mick Klemesrud
It's a family affair at this West Des Moines eatery.

GOOSE-HERDING BORDER COLLIE
ENJOYS THE GOOD LIFE AT RICE LAKE

COUNTRY CLUB
by Lowell Washburn

One north-central country club i1s enjoying a nearly
goose-free golf course, thanks to Roy the border collie.
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cont. from page 2

But we also believe that
focus on our rivers is rapidly
changing for the better. Kayaking
and canoeing are some of the
most rapidly growing recreational
pursuits we have in lowa. We

Join the IPN, only $10/year!
Write IPN, PO Box 572, Nevada, |A 50201

or see www.ilowaprairienetwork.org

have more than 30,000 registered
canoes and kayaks in this state,
but the actual number is most
likely more than 60,000 consider-
ing the fastest growing sector of
that market involves vessels less
than |3-feet long — which don’t
have to be registered.
lowa is richly blessed with an
abundance of scenic waterways
offering much more
potential than dumping
spots for refuse. Avid
members of the canoeing
and kayaking community
have been calling for the
development of water
trails and they are rnight.
The DNR met with
representatives of canoe-
ing and kayaking interests
in July to discuss the
potential of developing

water trails. In 2007, additional
revenue will be available through
the Marine Fuel Tax and the plan
1s to use some of that additional
funding to develop water trails.
including access points. on lowa
rivers and streams.

LLooking back, much of our
early history revolves around
rivers and streams. These water-
ways were important economic
assets by providing commercial
transportation. Our rivers and
streams offer great potential to
once again be important economic
assets by providing transportation,
this time for recreation,

e Ol

Jetfrey R. Vonk

Townsend
Chemical Division
encourages good

wildlife habitat

through proper
herbicide application.

Warm Season Grass Establishments

The key to success is to choose the herbicide and the
application technique which, together, will effectively
control woody brush, noxious weeds and unwanted |
grasses, and preserve the safety of wildlife and the
environment. Proper herbicide applications can

help develop desirable wildlife habitat.

9211 E, Jackson
Selma, IN 47383
1-800-616-4221

www.townsendchemical.com
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Magazine Subscriptions

Phone calls 515-281-3887

Or on-line at www.iowadnr.com
(MasterCard or Visa)

$12 for a one-year subscription

The lowa

vour on-line source of lowa unique
and fun outdoor gifts, including;:

JI
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HELPING Y L)L
CONNECT TO OUTDOOR IOWA
WITH FUN NEW PRODUCTS

| ’.'5:;_1_ On El]kiu]‘»..

www.lowanaturestore.com
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Squirrels, rabbits and other wildlife peek out from behind trees.

Just a few vears ago, the same site

an abandoned factory

Lnting

&

As a family sails along on bicveles, green grass and wildflowers sway in the wind beside the trail.

— was considered a community

evesore and residents worried about possible environmental contamination. Now the site is a

reclaimed brownfield, creating new opportunities out of what seemed to be a lost cause.

Across lowa, a number of abandoned sites are being reborn as community improvement projects,

revitalizing communities and improving lowa s environment.

Whats a
Browntields are abandoned. 1idled

brownfield?

orunder-used property where resale
or redevelopment has been held back
by known or suspected
environmental contamination.
according tothe U.S. Environmental
Protection
Agency (EPA).
Brownftields
can be
commercial or

residential

property and

may not

Brownfield

Redevelopment
Program

actually be

contaminated

8] | -

3y Jessi Hn||n|| Brown

but if concerns that the site might

have contamination keeps the property

frombeing redeveloped. it sa
brownfield.

While most people think of a
brownfield as a rundown factory i an
industrial urban area — and these do
exist across the state — many of the
estimated 4,000 brownfield sites n
l[owa include closed gas stations.
former dry cleaners and other small
SILES.

[n lowa. most brownfields are
generally small, individual sites with
real or perceived contamination from
petroleum, solvents, asbestos and

heavy metals like lead and mercury.

Large, small and even economically
vibrant communities have

browntield sites.

Redevelop and revitalize

Redey ufnpil]g_' a brownfield site
can increase green space
(undeveloped land or parks) 1n a
community while bringing in another
type ol green as well — income.

Many brownfield sites are part of
community revitalization projects,
which can help keep residents and
businesses in the community, Increase
tourism and maintain the economic
vitality of local businesses.

Many sites have a historical or



BROWNFIELDS IN [OowA

Brownfield sites are taking the spotlight in a number of lowacommunities

architectural character that can be
used to the community s advantage,

with the redeveloped site helping turn

Sor N otaka €5 ‘oralville to Des Moines. Cedar Rapids to S1ioux Citv.
around neighborhoods and gzass thestate, trom Coralvilie to Des Ngiiiss, Cecar Rapicsto sl L1t

communities. Redevelopment projects and all points in between. The following pages highlight anumber of
canturn brownfields into new brownfield redevelopment projects atdifferent stages. From small areas to an
: ;

businesses, residential buildinesor entire riverfront, from the planning process to a proven success story. lowa

community areas like parks and trails communities are working with the DNR to bring long-lost areas back to life.

Ascommunities grow, many lose

green space or expand onto farmland.

ROLFE REUSES A RAILWAY

Inthe small northwest lowa town of Rolfe. residents envision a multi-use

Redeveloping anexisting brownfield

site — which s already wired tor

atilities and transportation— helps trail and trailhead park where they once saw deteriorating gasoline storage
|, ‘ » (

_ _ ] iy tanks.

. save green space, rural areas and | | s . _

= e rom When the city began eyeing six acres of railroad right-of-way to convert
s CCS - . A -

|~ Mivor himiBeh ofChatles Citv. into a multi-use trail, anearby half-acre brownfield site became an option for a
I whose town is redeveloping a former trailhead park. The brownfield site was abandoned in the late 1980s, and the
P tractor plant site, says that other sites ownerowed back taxes. giving the city and community improvement group
S lowhcoil] ~!.mnilh eainfrom Rolfe Betterment, Inc. a chance to take control of the property.
redeveloping brownfields. But the city and group were hesitant. They were concerned about possible
“They can make productive use contamination from petroleum and heavy metals at the site, which has housed
of acres ,',._,1,1 o fhe middle oftheir. = large fuel storage tanks for more than 70 years.
i e .-nm_l < They contacted the DNR, which
[ aavinoa : performed environmental testing. While the
brownfield space to "? DNR found limited groundwater and soil
: detenoratecould ;- “} l.'”l'llilll]ll‘lullflfl’l atthe site, the L‘lll'l.[ilﬂlll‘lilllt‘.ill |
I Sedice thevalie of the -ﬁ shouldn’t atfect the use of the site as a public
property, lower the tax ;E.‘:;‘ park U-I-‘ pose a health I'N\ to residents.
base and negatively : 1“35-:-!:"; & W ][].1 the results of the testing, the city
affect the character of o § and Rolfe Betterment can now make an
hencichborhond informed decision about acquiring the site,
| which would be the start of a 33-mile trail.
e Taking the first “We'reexcited to get something started,”
step said Lana Pratt, Rolfe city administrator and
| A brownfield can a member of Rolfe Betterment. “We had to
| lr remain a brownfield have this (testing report) or nothing would
othe!

an abandoned site that
becomes increasingly
more ol an eyesore
and community

embarrassment 1t

happen. The trail will bring more people to
town to see what Rolfe has to offer.”

The DNR 1s able to assist small towns
like Rolfe — population 675 — that may not

have the staff or budget to work on

no one takes action. Brownfields can be redeveloped brownfields projects, and getthe project ott

INto community resources, like
this multi-use trail.

Often. rumors and to arunning start by resolving any

environmental questions aboutasite.

Clav Smath

perceptions of

Julv/August 2005 & [ows




DNR staff use state-of-the-art equipment to sample
and test sites for possible contamination.

possible contamination are larger than
the facts, making buyers and financial
institutions cautious 1n developing or
lending money for a site where
potential environmental contamination
could result in future legal or hability
ISsSues.

“"Most I'L'tlL‘\'L’Ii‘-['}E['H dre |Un}\ll1g
before they leap.” said Mel Pins,
coordinator of the DNR"s brownfield
program. “And rather than redevelop
a site where there may or may not be
contamination, they search out
undeveloped green space because 1t s
easier. We want to encourage folks
not to give up before they ve started.
If environmental 1ssues exist, they can

often be addressed more quickly and

effectively than
people
anticipate.

Brownfield
sites can often
become
rundown, unless
someone takes
the first step
towards
redevelopment.

That
someone 18
normally a local
government,
nonprofit
organization or
other group that
may wish to
acquire the
property. If the
prospective
buyer has a
rough plan of
how to
redevelop the
property in a way that promotes
public usage. green space
development or economic
revitalization, the DNR can provide
free assistance.

The DNR can also help private
owners, if they can display financial
need. However, the DNR will not
provide financial assistance to parties
potentially responsible for

environmental contamination.

Beginning an environmental
investigation

When the owner has a
redevelopment plan in mind. the DNR
can conduct a targeted browntield

assessment. or TBA. With a TBA.

the DNR uses state-of-the-art
equipment to evaluate soil and
groundwater for possible
contamination.

A TBA searches for
contamination from hazardous
substances and other pollutants, like
industrial and dry cleaning solvents,
gasoline, petroleum, pesticides, heavy
metals including mercury, cadmium
and lead. as well as indoor
contaminants such as asbestos and
lead paint.

Directexposure to large amounts

of these contaminants, or long-term

el Pk o -

exposure o smaller amounts — from -

drinking contaminated water or from
prolonged skin contact, for example
could lead to increased risks of

cancer or other health problems.

86

If environmental
Isstes exist at a site,
they can often be
addressed more quickly
and effectively than
people anticipate. @ @

— MEL PiNs,

DNR BROWNFIELDS
OCOORDINATOR

Protecting public health

[f the site 1s contaminated, the
DNR can help determine cleanup
efforts needed and how to best reuse
the site to benefit the environment
and public health. Cleanup efforts.,
depending on the type of

contaminaton. could include



FHor:

removing contaminated soil and
properly disposing of 1t in a landfill,
installing a system to remove
contaminated groundwater or
drawing out gas and vapors from
so1l.

Cost-share grants and loans are
available from the DNR and the lowa
Department of Economic
Development (IDED) to assist 1n
funding cleanup efforts.

After cleanup i1s completed.
IDED can also help identify
resources tor job creation,
redevelopment and property value
improvement

If contamination does exist at a
site, the lowa Department of Public
Health will prepare a public health
consultation, a synopsis of any health
impacts from contamination found
during the DNR's assessment.

I'he consultation helps explain

any risks, which are

residents. This 1s the case many
times 1f contaminated soi1l 1s found
— as long as the soil 1s left
undisturbed, and no one 1s 1n direct
contact with these soils, no immediate
health threat exists

However, what happens 1f 20
years down the road, a new owner
decides to tii:_' a foundation for a
building and exposes the
contamination’

To prevent this from happening.
a land use control can be placed
with the property deed, helping to
limit possible future exposure to a
hazardous substance. For example, 1f
minor groundwater contamination 18
found at a site, creating a land use
control would restrict the placement
of drinking water wells on the site at
any time in the future.

Land use controls are available by

enrolling in the DNR's Land

Recyceling Program, which also
provides direction in cleanup ol
contamination. The programis

voluntary and if appropriate cleanupis

completed. or land use controls putin
place.the DNR will provide limited
liability protection from further
regulatory action related to
contamination at the site. The agreed
upon land use controls and final
certificate become a part of the
property’s legal deed. Having a
defined record of these required
actions attached to property
ownership records can also ecase
future real estate transactions and
llability concerns tor future buyers.

But more importantly, it ensures
that the site will remain sate for
future generations.

Jessie Rolph Brown is an information

specialist for the department in Des
Moines

generally minimal, to local
residents. If there 1s not a
direcl exposure to the
contaminant, there 1s
generally not a risk of a
direct health impact.

I the site’s owners
already have some
environmental testing data,
the DNR can help interpret
the results and determine the

necessary follow-up actions.

Protecting future
generations

In some cases, lesting can
find contamination at a site.
but cleanup is not required, as
the contamination doesn’t

pose a direct threat to

DNR photo

FPA FUNDS NATIONAL BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM

While the DNR offers assistance for brownfield sites in [owa, assistance 1s also
available fromthe U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 's (EPA) national
brownfield program.
Created in 1995, the EPA brownfield programinitially began
providing small grants for hundreds of pilot projects. Over the years,

training activities.

grants totaling over $190 million, 189 revolving loan fund grants worth
more than $165 million, and $26.8 million for 150 cleanup grants. More than 5,100
properties have had environmental assessment completed through the program. An
additional $75 million in brownfield grants will be awarded to communities in 44 states
in 2005. That includes 10 lowacommunities that will receive assessment and cleanup
grants totaling more than $3 million.

The lowa Brownfield Redevelopment Program is funded by a State Response
Program grant received through the authority of the EPA.

those grants have grown with the program, supporting revitalization
efforts by funding environmental assessment, cleanup, and job

Since 1995, the EPA program has awarded 709 assessment

JulviAuvust 20005 & lowa UUon slvcan sl l}




For more than 90 years, the
tractor planton the north side of town
helped drive Charles City. Now,
concrete slabs and foundations are all
that remain of what was once the
heartof “America s Hometown.”

Suspected environmental
contamination and bankruptcy of the

s .

o

VB P
Hart-Parr main assembly line
during wartime productionin 1918.
site owner keptaway potential buyers
and held back redevelopment projects
at the site, which covers 73 acres at
the intersection of 13th Avenue and E
Street in the north-central lowa town.
Now, with the help of the DNR

and the U.S. Environmental

BROWNFIELDS IN [OWA:

OHARLES OITY PLOWS AHEAD Al FO

Protection Agency, Charles City 1s
working to breathe life back into one
of the most important sites in its

commuirnity

Founders of the tractor

Production on the site began in
1902 with the Hart-Parr Company.
known as the “founders of the tractor
industry.” In 1929, a Hart-Parr
mergerresulted in the Oliver Farm
Equipment Company.

Production continued toexpand in
Charles City under Oliver, and Oliver
sold the company to White Motor
Company n [960.

Over the next 30 years, the
factory produced tractors bearing the
names of White-Oliver, White and
WFE. At its peak in the 1970s. the
Charles City plantemployed more
than 2.600 workers.

Charles City Mayor Jim Erb grew

up west of town and watched the
plant’s rise and fall.

*It was the nearest thing to a
company town youcould imagine.”
Erbsaid. "It (the plant) dominated the
entire economic landscape. lt was a
social eventon Friday atternoons
when everyone went to the bank with
their paychecks.”

When White Farm Equipment
faced bankruptcy in 1987, Allied
Products Corporation took over the
company, but the plant’s days were
numbered.

The last tractor produced in
Charles City rolled off the line in

66

1988, while the foundry and
machining operations remained open
untilJuly 31, 1993.The buildings
were demolished in November 1994,
and Allied Products has since filed
for bankruptcy.

A new opportunity
The site has sat vacant tor more
than 10 years. Despite interest in the

property and some site cleanup done

[ts critical we have
economic growth, and
hopetully with that
aestheties and quality
of life will improve as
we revitalize that site.

— JiM ERB,
CHARLES OCITY MAYOR

in the "80s and "90s, questions about
possible environmental contamination
kept Allied Products from selling the
site.

“It sat there in limbo for a decade
(after demolition) and people had the
presumption it would be permanently
idled because of perceived
contamination issues. It was trashy,
weeds growing, an eyesore,” said
Tim Fox, executive director of the
Charles City Area Development
Corporation (CCADC).

l[} lowe Copservatiomst & )

Background photo: Oliver Super 88 diesel tractors roll off the assembly line in Charles City, circa 1955.
All photos on this page courtesy of the Floyd County Historical Society unless noted.
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AFFORMER TRACTOR FAGCTORY SITE
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When bankruptcy court
proceedings created the possibility
that the CCADC could receive
ownership ot the site from Alhed
Products Corporation, the group
wanted to make sure it wouldn’tbe
inheriting any significant
environmental problems along with
the deed to the site

“The key was when Allied
declared bankruptcy,” Fox said. “We
realized we had a window to get
mnvolved.”

The CCAI(

environmental attorney and began

hired an

investigating ways to acquire the site,
buttound thatenvironmental testing
was costly, especially forasmall
community hke CharlesCity.

Finding answers

The CCADC found its
environmental questions could be
answered withoutalarge expense
through the DNR's lowa Brownfield
Redevelopment Program.

DNR environmental staff
investigated the site using state-of-
the-art equipment to find any possible
contamination, then explained what

the test results meant for the future of

the site and the community.
“The DNR was the key we
needed,”

Erb said. "No one was

willing to step up and spend the
money to test the site.”

Results of the six-month DNR
investigation concluded that the
majority of the site had no
significantenvironmental or public
health impacts.

Tests tound some soil
contamination on the east end of
the factory, mostly from the disposal
of foundry sand. Low levels of
groundwater contamination were also
found at the site, but tests did not
identity any spread of groundwater
contamination off-site

The existing contamination could
be properly addressed with capping or
covering of those areas, and should
not impede redevelopment of the site,
said Mel Pins, coordinator of the
DNR brownfield program.

Looking to the future

After learning that the site has no
significantcontamination, the
CCADC decided to assume

ownership of the site on April 1, 2005.

The testresults gave credibility to
the whole process and made 1t easier
to get permission from the bankruptcy
court to proceed with the project. Erb
said.

Following the trend of recent

development in Charles City, the

.

- -""*iJ

Iron mats are aII that remam of the
assembly line at the former White
Farm site.

CCADC hopes to redevelop the site
for a business that will meet the
needs of the community and create
new jobs.

Tworailroad lines serve the
tormer White Farm site, making it
attractive for any rail-dependent
industry, Fox said.

Residential areas surround the
site, creating unique redevelopment
and community planning opportunities.

“ltscritical we have economic
growth, and hopefully with that the
aesthetics and quality of life will
improve as we revitalize that site,”
said Erb.

Some information in this article courtesy
of the Flovd County Historical Socien
and “A Guide to Hart-Parr, Oliver and
White Farm Tractors 1901-1996," by

Larry Gay.

Left: The Oliver/White
Farm plant at its peak in
the early 1970s, looking
west.

Hight: The plant in 1996
after demolition of all the
factory buildings,
looking southeast.
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BROWNFIELDS IN lOWA:

AMERICA'S RIVER REJUVENATES THE G

Since the 1 R00s. businesses

thrived in north Ice Harbor. an area

along the Mississippi Riverin

Dubuque — from the town’s

begimnings i mining toshipbuilding,

leather working, shipping, brewing
and manufacturing.

Over the years, non-industrial
businesses like a museum. tourist

boat. riverboat casino and baseball

diamond moved in. But as the years

wentby, much of the remaining

harbor area went unused. and some

buildings were abandoned.

PORT oF DUBUQUE ¢ —

Port of Dubuque, 1s a campus
featuring four major components
National Mississippi River

Museum and Aquarium: Features

also an attihate of the Smithsoman
Institution

Grand Harbor Resort and

the first of its kind in lowa and the
hotel features 194 guest rooms.

Grand River Center: A

anexhibition hall

Mississippi Riverwalk
| Includes an ampitheatre and plaza,
and links with a44-mile trail that
connects America’ s River to the

Field of Dreams in Dyersville.

America’s River, located at the

five aquariums, hands-on exhibits, a

barge theater and a 1930s steamboat;

Waterpark: The indoor waterpark is

conference and meeting facility with

a grand ballroom, meeting rooms and

l Y

“ltwas pretty bleak, said
Pamela Myhre. economic
development planner with the City of
Dubuque. “Anunder-utihized, vacant,
dismal property.”

A 1984 study showed that the
Fourth Street Peninsula area— with
Ice Harbor on its north side — was a
key economic opportunity to
reconnect with the riverfront. Ideas
and plans on how to redevelop the Ice
Harbor area began to form. Those
initial ideas led to plans for a public-
use riverfrontand an expanded
Mississippi River Museum. and
eventually grew intothe $ 188 million
rivertrontredevelopment project
called America’s River.

Now known as the Port of
Dubugque, the old [ce Harbor area 1s
home to an entire campus of
educational, recreational. historical,

environmental and entertainment

opportunities. The Y0-acre site sits

Y -

——

|
e Ml e

along the Mississippi River, just east
ol Main Street in the northeast [owa
town of about 57.000.

A new vision

Preventing impacts on the
environment was not always the top
priority in the long history of industry
in Ilce Harbor. When plants were left
empty, the fear of potential
environmental contamination kept
away buyers. New businesses instead
opted tor undeveloped land, or green
space, following the urban sprawlto
the west of town. Shops from nearby
Main Street moved intomalls.

Seeing the potential torevitalize
the downtown and Ice Harbor areas.
the City of Dubuque considered
redeveloping the riverfront for public
use with an ampitheater and
riverwalk in the early 1990s. Atthe

same time, the Dubuque County

GEDAVS FIEY

THE HARBOR. DUBUQUE \oWA 12

Above: Ice Harbor, circa 1900. Background: Ice Harbor in 1939.
Both pictures courtesy of the Dubuque County Historical Society.
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Historical thought aboutexpanding its
Mississippi River Museum.
The two groups joined together

with the Dubuque Area Chamber of

A site in lce Harbor before
cleanup and redevelopment
created the Port of Dubuque.

Commerce and a private partner,
Platinum Hospitality, to create a
master plan for future growth and
development in the Ice Harbor area.
With a $40 million Vision lowa grant
in hand and Platinum Hospitality’s
ideas fora$25 million hotel and
indoor waterpark, the group began
constructionin 2001 onthe America’s
Riverproject.

Solving contamination issues

Before construction began, the
city knew it would have to deal with
environmental contaminationona
number of the proper .ies acquired,
mcluding one former oil company site
that had a previous release of
petroleum into the ground.

“We realized we had a foundry,
other various industrial type uses that
probably contaminated the ground.
Weknew we had to do investigative

work,” Myhre said. “We had a vision

Caty of Dubuque

justsit there with a

forsomething better than storage
tanks at the gateway to [owa.”

Often, cities may shy away from
redeveloping brownfields because of
fear of what might be tound or what
It may costto clean it up.

However, Dubuque felt the cost
of cleanup far outweighed passing up
the opportunity of redevelopment.
Costs were eased by grants from the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and State of lowa to
help conductenvironmental
assessments and begin cleanup in the
north and south Ice Harbor areas.

“This was a huge economic
opportunity forthe community.
Allowing the land to

label of *brownfield” on
itjust didn’t make
sense. It's too valuable
tojustsitthere,”
Myrhe said. ““The big
message 1s that cities
shouldn’t be afraid of
brownfield sites.
They re opportunities.”
Besides the
petroleum, soil -
groundwater and soil
contamination was
found throughout the
peninsula, butall the
contamination can be
cleaned up or

managed.

results
Buildingsonthe

Incredible

America’'s River

IN DUBUQUE

2and 2003 and

the redevelopment of the Port of

campus opened in 200

Dubuque goes far beyond aesthetics

When the entire campus 1s
finished, America’s Riverisexpected
to support 240 jobs, with more than
425 indirect positions. More than half
amillion people are expected to visit
the site every year.

The success of America’s River
has spread to surrounding areas,
including aboomof activity in the
Main Streetand historical district
areas to the west of the site.

“People are taking pride init,”

Myhre said.

‘ﬂ_the Port of Dubuque.
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Iowa’s Turn In Poachers Program Celebrates 20 Year

ANMNMMNMIVERSARY

[t may have been the sight of
thick-bodied whitetail deer. tossed
out like trash along a rural gravel
road. The animal no doubt would
have sported an equally
impressive rack — had 1t still
had a head. Or maybe it was the
sight of a bald eagle. which once
soared majestically over the
trectops, now laying in a
crumpled, broken heap after
taking the brunt of a load ot
birdshot. Or possibly 1t was the
scene along the river bank,
where the angler took his lmit
of walleyes and left, only to 2

come back a short time later

¢ll Wash

and do 1t all over again.

LAY,

The catalystbehind the
creation of lowa’s Turn In
Poachers program may be unclear.
but the impetus 1s not. Sportsmen
and sportswomen were tired of
seeing their natural resources — In
many cases the most impressive of
the lot — stolen from them.
Some 1,000 miles away, New
Mexico natural resource

professionals were facing the same

SINCE NEW MEX1C0’S PIONEERING OPERATION GAME THIEF
PROGRAM WAS UNVEILED IN 1977, 48 OTHER STATES HAVE SINCE
ADOPTED A SIMILAR PROGRAM. IN FACT, THE PROGRAM HAD BEEN SO
POPULAR IT SPAWNED THE WILDLIFE VIOLATORS ComPACT. UNDER
THE COMPACT, LICENSES SUSPENSIONS AND REVOCATIONS HANDED
DOWN IN ANY ONE OF THE 19 MEMBER STATES — INCLUDING lowa

— ARE HONORED IN ALL PARTICIPATING STATES.

By Al Foster

dilemma. Residents and state
conservation officers in the Land
of Enchantment were finding elk

and cougars shot and left to rot, or

elk looking not a whole lot
different than the deer above. But
New Mexico authorities had
already done something to help
curb the poaching phenomena. five
years earlier.

“I gotacall from Al Farris. (then
the chief of the Fish and Wildlife
Division of the lowa Conservation

Commission. the predecessor to

the lTowa Department of Natural
Resources).” said Bob Oden. retired
lowa conservation officer and the

first lowa TIP coordinator. “He said

*What are you doing next week.

New Mexico had already
implemented its own version of TIP
— a first-of-its-kind in the United

States — and it was working.

Oden set up shop in the summer
of 1983 at the offices of the New

Mexico Department of Game and

-

o ——

Fish, which in 1977 had launched
Operation Game Thief. For three
days Oden poured over records, |

Although the vast majority of TIP
calls involve deer (above), more
and more calls are coming in
regarding the killing of nongame
species (trumpeter swan above
right) and the illegal taking of fish
(hoop-netted white bass).




studied program frameworks and
learned everything he could about
the program. His studies led to one
conclusion.

“ltsounded like a good deal, so we

said, *“What the hell, let’s give it a
ry.

Odensetto work designing lowa’s

version. which like New Mexico's.

elireg provided atoll-free number for citizens
the to report fish and game crimes while
remaining anonymous, and offered
= rewards for callers if a citation or
arrest was made. At the 1985 Towa
State Fair, lowa’s Turn In Poachers
program was unveiled.
[t was an instant hit, although not
necessarily a resounding success.
“Betore long the phones started
ringing,” Oden remembered. “We got
calls abouteverything. ‘Did you get
the duck season dates set?” They’d
complain about someone screwing up
their fishing.”™ There were 1ssues of
who would man the phone line,
which had to be staffed 24 hours a
ol LLl}'. SEVEDN u.|;1j. S a4 week.
k. loday, mostofthe bugs have
been worked out, the calls about
of TIF 1ssues other than fish and wildlife
jted violations are few, and like New
Mexico, 1t's working. Since 1985,
et roughly 8,500 calls have been
e processed and investigated. and the
and nonprofit private TIP organization
hed and its rewards committee have
rec
Is.
|
|
of TIP
moré
ing I |
game
aboVe
Sf fish
bassl |

approved more than $143,000
In rewards.

“TIP has become a very
integral and necessary part of
our fish and game enforcement
efforts here in the state of
lowa, said Steve Dermand, the
current lowa DNR TIP
liaison. “The public’s support
and willingness to call the TIP
line with information that
otherwise may have gone
undetected — which has
L‘]L‘ill']} been the case — 18
critical to the success of the
program and in putting fish
and game

et
-u‘
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lowa’s Turn-In-Poachers (TIP)
program started in August 1985 in
response Lo citizen concerns over
illegally taken fish and game. These
citizens, under the unbrella of the
private TIP organization and the DNR,
recognized the need for an added
dimensionto fish and game law
enforcement in lowato aid in the fight

againstpoaching.

The non-profit TIP organizationis
overseen by sportsmen and women
from across lowa who serve as board

members. Each member

L

DNR photo

- =)

DNR photo

of iowa, Inc.

T of

1-800-532-2020

represents aconservation
organization from around the state,
including lowa Bowhunters

Association, [zaak Walton League,
Pheasants Forever, lowa Wildlife

Federation and others.
Responsibility for the TIP
program 1s shared by TIP and the
Department of Natural Resources.

The department receives and
- records reports of fish or game

violations through atoll-free

telephone number, routes the
confidential informationto DNR
officers forinvestigation and

arranges reward payments to
informants through the TIP board.
Poachers are thieves stealing
lowans’ fishand wildlife
resources. As aconcerned citizen,

you can take an active role in

helping put fishand wildlife thieves

out of business. If you witness or

hear of poaching activity call the
TIPHOTLINE (1-800-532-2020)
and reportitimmediately. The

sooner you call the better the

chances of catching the violators.

July/August 2005 & lowa Conservationist




SURE-FIRE WAY's

TO HELP YOUR KIDS
(AND GRANDKIDS!)

LOVE THE OUTDOORS

have a confession. I shop at Cabela’s
forthe clothes.

| Ithink double-barrel shotgunsandshiny-{  iny
ARTICLE BY JULIE TACK ~ spooled fishing rods are nifty, but I’ ve |
PHOTOS BY CLAY SMITH traipsed aftermy husband through the
ooutdoor sections of many stores, and [admit
toknowing very little about certain
recreational pursuits.

It's not really my fault. I come from a
family thatcommuned with nature by hitting
alittle white ball through strategically placed
‘willows. (Once, L accidentally plinked a
‘Canada goose that was taking a stroll across
the fairway; does that count?)

I willsay, I’ ve always enjoyed being out
in nature — I just wasn’t necessarily
groomed forit.

Now here I am, the mother of three
young boys. Between soccer games and
piano practice, cartoons about weird yellow

28 lowna Conservationist @ July/August 2005
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5. VISIT A NEW-TO-YOU
NATURE AREA. As an adult. the

3. CREATE A NATURE |
PHOTO COLLAGE.

Purchase adisposable
camera for each kid and tell
them to take pictures of
things in nature — birds,
bugs, clouds. tree bark. The)
let them make theirown | |
poster or booklet. Itis fun
and creative at the same tims
—adouble dose of feel-gool
family time. 1

4. INVEST IN DOUGH |
BALLS, CORN OR
WORMS. Yep, take them |
fishing. Toconsider mean 1

expertangleris laughable. b

Surpr
youT
| will
;u'.&iig
with
homy
have
aelll
disay

b, G
(hink
and
cree
kids
inler
__lung
beca

here’s what | know: a kid’s scream thi = (e
first time he or she catches a bluegill 18
priceless. So go find an age-appropria
fishing pole, have yourlocal baitshop
string on 6-pound fishing line and buy l
some worms. In a half-hour of fishing.
yourkids will love being outside. even
no fish are caught.

N
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smal
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prick]
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surprising and interesting discoveries
youmake when exploring anew park
will get your kids excited too. Your
assignment: Geta map, draw acircle
with a 30-mile radius around your
home. In that circle, look for a park you
have never visited. Grab some snacks,
ael the kids and go. You won’t be
disappointed.

6. GO ON A BUG HUNT. Do you
think millipedes, grasshoppers. beetles
and spiders are, well, gross and
creepy? Chances are, so do your
kids — which is what makes them so
interesting. More than once | have
turned over a stone and jumped
because of the hair-raising crawler
underneath. Kids think this is hilarious.

7. MAKE A WINTER

CAMPFIRE. My in-laws introduced
me to this idea and it 1s well worth the
smalleffort. Bundle up your family ona
snowy, sunny afternoon and visita
nearby county or state park that has
campfirerings. Take along some
firewood, marshmallows, roasting sticks
and a thermos of hot chocolate. Parks
are usually deserted this time of year,
and the beauty and wonder of being
nearly alone in the outdoors is inspiring.

8. PLAN A SILLY-WORD
SCAVENGER HUNT. Make a list
ofadozen descriptive words: smooth,
prickly, tiny, smelly, bumpy, lovely,
yummy, noisy, etc. Then, have your
kids search for items in nature that fit
these descriptions. They will surprise
you with theirimaginations'

9. BE A BACKYARD BIRD
WATCHER. My family lives ina

newer neighborhood and we are
some of the only people who have a
bird feeder and birdbath in our
backyard. The consequence? A
menagerie of feathered friends visits
us every morning. This spring, we
watched one finch family and two
robin families build nests in our
trees. Our boys were eyewitnesses 1o
the birth and survival of
these fledglings. It's cute
and educational at the
same time.

10. TAKE A NIGHT
TIME WALK. When
was the last time you
spent an hour outside
after dark. just enjoying
the sights and sounds?
How about your Kids?
Whether you go to a
nature area or just hike
around your block
encountering stars,
hooting birds and
nighttime animals, it is
as special as any daytime
pursuit. Don’t forget bug
spray.

My message is quite
simple: youdon’tneed to
be an expert to cultivate a
nature loverin your
family. Yourkids will
develop the hobbies that
lastalifetime —bird
watching and trout fishing,
deer hunting and trail
riding—if they feel
comfortable and excited
about what waits for them
outdoors.

By the way, the goose

mentioned in this story was not hurt;
just surprised. (I never said | was a
good goller).

Julie Tack is the mother of Seth, 7,

Dain, 4 and Grant, 6 months; and if

this is not enough, she is also an
information specialist with the
department in Des Moines.




nch for inch, square foot for square foot, no lowa
ecosystem hosts a greater abundance of life than the
prairie marsh.

Summer is the time of renewal. And although our
native wetlands teem with countless varieties of plant,
insect, mammal, reptile and amphihiuﬁ life; 1tis the birds
that clearly command our attentions. Of all the bird
species that inhabit our state’s marshlands, perhaps none 1s
more unique or intriguing than the yellow-headed
blackbird.

Rare or nonexistent across much of the state,
yellowheads are mostcommon in northern lowa’s 35-
county, prairie pothole region. True colony nesters, they
provide the human observer with a fascinating opportunity
to study complex bird behavior and social
interactions. ['have enjoyed observing,
photographing and taking notes on lowa
yellowhead colonies for nearly 40 years. |
learn something each time out, and there is still
much aboutthe species’ life-style Idon't
understand. What I can say is that an active
breeding colony is one of the very best
reasons | know to visit the summer marsh.

On the northern wetlands, the annual
cycle begins around mid-April. The males are
the first to make their appearance, and lose no
time in staking their claims. Initial boundary
disputes are both immediate and intense. Most
battles are settled quickly and community orderis

established.




SPOKESMAN

Unique in Appearance and Behavior,

the Yellow-Headed Blackbird is the

Voice of the Summer Wetland
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Yellowheads attract yellowheads. New birds continue to arrive daily and the
marshlands soon resound with the distinctive buzzing call of birds on territory.
Impossible to describe through words, the breeding call is aunique song that once
heard is never forgotten. More than any other natural sound, it is the signature
anthem of the summer marsh. '

When it comes to choosing which particular wetland to call home, breeding
yellowheads appear to choose quality over quantity. Regardless of acreage, a
marsh containing dense stands of healthy, emergent vegetationis acritical
requirement. The individual size or population of a breeding colony may vary
from as few as a dozen or so males to more than a hundred.
~ Thefirstfemales usually begin showing up inearly May. Violence erupts and

boundary lines quickly dissolve as males vie for attention. Low-level, aerial
battles ensue throughout the colony. Bedlamreigns.

But the chaos is short-lived and at least some semblance of order is restored.
Vocal and flight displays become constant and most males are eventually

34 lowa Conservationist & .[ulymmstzﬂﬂi
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A male yellow-headed blackbird looks on as his mate begins nest
construction in a cattail marsh. Individual colonies may contain more | ‘
than a hundred nests. Most are located within feet, and sometimes

inches, of their neighbors. 1
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Of all the migratory bird species that make Iowa their summer home, perhaps

none is more facinating than the highly social, colonial-nesting yellow-headed
blackbird. After 40 years of observing the complex life history of these unique
wetland inhabitants, the author considers them to be one of the very best
reasons to visit the summer marsh.

successful in being chosen
by one or more females.

The nest of the
yellowhead is always
located over water, and it
is the female who selects
the site. Although males
seem to take an interest in
nestbuilding, [ have never
- seen one contribute to the
effort. Construction
begins as the female collects coarse,
waterlogged sedges which she
carefully weaves around several stalks
of cattails. A sturdy platform soon
emerges which ultimately provides the
cornerstone for the sturdy, 9-inch
basket. As sunlight evaporates the
moisture, this inner foundation shrinks
and is drawn tight to its cattail anchor.
The completed nest is a work of art.
The female soon deposits her firstegg,
sometimes within hours of finishing the
structure. Incubation normally lasts 12
days.

Once the young have hatched, the
colony becomes an extremely busy
“place. Adults forage throughout the
day, and may travel a half-mile or
more to obtain food for their offspring.
During early morning, dragonflies often

36 lowa Conservationist ® July/August 2005

supply a large percentage of the take.
As the day warms, these solar-
powered creatures become harder to
catch and the birds switch to slower
varieties of insects. Some authors
have reported that the males assistin
feeding nestlings. However, inthe
coloniesI’'ve personally observed, I
have never seen the males bring so
much as a single insect to the nest.
Within 12 to 14 days of hatching,
the young yellowheads begintofledge.
As is the case with many birds, they
leave the nest well in advance of being
able to fend for themselves. Initial
flights are wobbly and generally
conclude withacrashlandingintoa
nearby wall of cattails. The fledgling
promptly grasps a foot full of cattail
and waits for mom to bring more food.

Wing and tail feathers continue to |
rapidly develop. By late summer |
the young are self-sufficientand
ready to accompany the adultson |
the southward migration. Asthe
last yellowheads depart for the
winter, the marsh becomes
strangely silent.
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utdoors-

Woman
in lowa

acoursefor

who want to learn the skills
and joys of life in the ,

The following piece was written by first lady Chrisue Vilsack
for Chuck Offenberger’s website after attending the

2004 Becoming an Outdoors-Woman workshop.

Registration 1s currently underway for this year's workshop
Sept. 9-11. Se e page 43 for details.

lowa Conservalionist ®  July/Aupust 2005
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GUTHRIE CENTER, IOWA
[ looked around at the hundred other
outdoor woman wannabes assembled
atthe Springbrook State Park
Conservation Education Center near
this west central lowa town last
weekend.

We were all there as enrollees in
a “Becoming an Outdoor Woman™
class, an international program
offered in lowa by the Department of
Natural Resources. Across North
America, more than 80 weekend
workshops like this are held each
year.

[ was surprised that there weren |
more of us who looked like we'd
starred on a basketball team 20 years
agoor like we'd worn spandex biking
shorts in the past two weeks. At the

fun run the first night, most ot us
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chose to walk. We were ordinary
women of all walks of life and all
ages, but each of us came with a
unique story, areason for wanting to
learn to shoot a wild turkey, use a
compass or pilot akayak.

[f the others were surprised that |
was among them, they gotover it
when they realized [ was no more or
less proficient than anyone else, but
willing totry. “I'mthe only one 1n my
family who doesn’tknow how to
hunt,” l explained. and that was
enough.

We didn thave tosleep on the
ground or scavenge for food in the
forest. We stayed eight to a room and
our biggest hardship was adapting to
those who snored. One woman
brought her own pillow and stuffed
antmal. Another wore a sweatshirt
thatread, “The Second Amendment:
the original Homeland Security.”

For me. the weekend was an
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escape from makeup. pantyhose and
earrings. For others 1t was a chance
to finish the newest Patricia Cornwell
novel or walk in the woods. The food
was good, and everyone enjoyed the
break from fixing meals.

My first class was “Intro to
Firearms.” That’s where I met Rev.
Vicki Roller of Pella. When she and
her husband retired, they moved back
to lowa, where they d been raised.
Vicki s husband had served the City
of Seattle, Washington, as apolice
officer on water patrol. Vickiis a
Methodistminister, who fills in when
churches need an interim pastor, most
recently in Gowrie, lowa.

The Rollers had only been back in
lowa for two years when Vicki s
husband died suddenly. She sold his
boats, because she couldn’timagine

that she d ever use them. but she

couldn’tbring herself to sell his gun

collection. She decided. instead. to

learn to use them. She’d had no time AEIC
or interest before. She had never
handled or shota gun. She alsosigned = "*°
up tor the basic shotgun class and areq {1
also tor basic motorboat. By the end
of the weekend, she was wishing she GV
hadn’tsold the boats. l1shIng

Chris Vollmer. 20, of Waverly SIOTES
was everybody s buddy. She flexed
her muscles and told me about an
accident she had on her bike that DNRp
required stitches. For three years. 1DOULT
Chris and her mother, Bev, have
come to the “BOW™ weekend. Chris
1s a young woman with special needs.
but she can shoot a bow and cast a
line as well as anybody.

Angie Poland. another 20-year-
old, of lowa Falls was also in my NoTe
hunter safety and basic shotgun
classes. She came with her aunt sotgul
Debbie Poland, of Grundy Center, N0I
one of several mother-daughteror BOW

aunt-niece combinations in our group.
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Angie does custodial work tor a local
business and l‘liil"'_". -sits. She 'd like to
have a better job, she says, but there
aren tmany jobs available right now.
We getinto adiscussion abouthow
few women work in the hunting and
fishing departments of sporting goods
stores.

Our instructorJohi Vollers, who
works for the lowa DNR and trains
DNR personnel to use firearms, told
about her visittoasporting goods
store, out of uniform, to buy a gun.
“Do you know what kind of gun your
husband wants”?” the clerk asked.

Most of us agreed that we'd be
more comiortable buying firearms
from a woman, just as many of us are
more comfortable with a woman
teaching us to handle and shoot a
shotgun.

Some womenenrolled in the
“"BOW" weekend because their

husbands don’t have the patience to
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teach them. Others had bad
experiences as children when their
fathers didn’t show them how to hold
a gun and the kickback left bruises
Some of us simply weren'tinterested
in hunting and fishing as children.

Jolrand Carol Heaverlo, the Ida
County Extension Education director,
made everyone feel comfortable
during shotgun class. They made sure
we each found a comfortable
shooting position, and then let us shoot
a time or two to gl the teel betore
we aimed at clay pigeons.

When | was finally comfortable. |
shouted, “"Pull!” and followed the
orange disc with the barrel of my
semi-automatic 20-gauge as itarched
across the blue sky. I pulled the
trigger and the target fell, whole, into
the corntield. I couldn’tseemto
follow through, and I missed several
more. Then I heard the class cheer

and | looked over to see who had hit
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hertarget. “Youdidit!” shouted Jol.
“Idid?" I said, incredulous. “But |
didn tseeit!”

The woman beside me got teary-
L.‘}L‘tl when she shattered her first
target. She’s a good shot, but she
confessed later that she doesn’t think
she cankill anything

Unlike mostof us, Cynthia
Schaetferof Cedar Rapids couldn’t
wait to get her hands on a shotgun.
She was one of a few U\}‘iL‘I'IL‘IlLL‘d
hunters in the class. She raised the
egun and fired, raised and fired.
shattering both targets. She grinned
and begged for more. She and her
husband moved here a few years ago
from Kansas. They like to hunt doves.
sothey travel to herin-laws’™ in
Missouri during the season since we
don 't have adove season in l[owa.
Doves tly faster than quail and
pheasant and are a more difficul

target, whichis why Cynthia likes

4]
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hunting them. It takes quite a few
tor a meal. but they re good eating
she assures me.

Another hunter told Cynthia that
while she enjoys hunting quail and
pheasant, she wouldn 't shootdoves.
“There s just something aboutdoves,”
she says. her voice tratling oft. We've
been warned not to talk polities since
being an outdoor woman involves
many points ol view. Some women
are here to take classes in Dutch
ovencooking, bird watching and
nature photography.

More difticult than shooting the
shotgun, learning to start the outboard
motoror casting a fish line was
backing the boat tratler, which was
part of the motorboat class Saturday
morning. This challenge provoked the
most humorous husband/wife stories.
We practiced with a garden tractor
and a small trailer betore we tackled

the pickup.

‘-1'2 fowi Conseryabiomst &  Julv/August 20085

Turn the wheel 1n the direction
you want the trailer to go, the
instructor coached. Easier said than
done. Intheory I understood it, but
having to back a boat trailer to the
water s edge with acrowd watching
was like teeing off in front of the golf
clubhouse. We hollered
encouragement to one anotherand
tried not to worry 1t we backed over a
few of those orange cones.

Christine Kirpes from Cedar
Rapids was my motorboat partner.
She’s a mother and scout leader. She
works at Cedar Valley Nature
Center. In her job and her volunteer
work, she interacts with girls who
don’tknow outdoor skills. Many of
the women volunteering as Girl Scout
leaders don” tknow outdoor skills,
either. Christine grew up in a family
that camped and boated, but she
never had to back a tratler or steer

the boat. She wants a level of

competency that will enable her to cattish
teach outdoor skills to herown and
others” children.

That’s why 1t"s such a good idea Jocusts
that the DNR. Women in Natural
Resources and Pheasants Forever
sponsor aprogram called “Outdoor Ul
.lnlli'l]t,‘} for Girls™ twice each catcnit
summer. Atthese weekends. girls [1sning
age 12-to-15learn outdoor My pi
recreational skills. Pheasants Forever [ baite
chapters pay for the girls to attend. struc

Friday evening, anaturalist
showed us how to call a barred owl.

Wedidn tconvince any to answer, [1shing
but we learned a lot about these | every
predators of the night with big eyes Ou
and small brains. place ny

[rose early Saturday morning for water
a bird walk with Hank Zaletel who
has just written a book about the birds vomen
of Story County. I saw my first caught;
vellow throat and catbird. neoplet

That night we ate deep fried




catfish and toasted marshmallows
for s mores. As [ stared into the fire
listening to the buzz of crickets and
locusts., I felt a serenity thatI've
missed inmy tightly scheduled, very
public life.

On Sunday, I was psyched for
catching my firstfish during my lake
fishing class.

My partner agreed to help me cast it
[ baited her hook with worms. Our
instructor was determined that we

catch something. The previousday,

the fish were really biting for the nver

fishing class. but nottoday, notfor
everyone.

QOur instructor escorted usto a
place near logs jutting out of the
water. He threw in his line and
immediately pulled outabass. The
women inanearby boateventually
caughta 15-inch bass. and a few
people by the dam caught crappie, but

itwasn’tmy lucky day. No fish, not

even a mbble. It was stll fun
puttering around the lake 1n a bass
buggy, practicing my casting.

Becoming an outdoor woman is an

ongoing process. Thisisjustastart. I'l]

be back next year to take bird dog
basics, archery, basic canoe and to
catch that fish.

By the way, if you want to join the
group next year, between September
9-11, contact Julie Sparks at the lowa
DNR. You can e-mail her at
Julie Sparks@dnr state.1a.us

See vou there.

Christie Vilsack, first lady of lowa,

writes her column every other week

for Chuck Offenberger’s Internet site

www. Offenburger.com

This column appeared Sept. 20, 2004,

utdoors-

Woman
in lowa

This year’s workshop will be held

Sept. 9-11, 2005

at the
Springbrook
Conservation Education Center.

near Guthrie Center. lowa

Registration forms are available
online at www.lowadnr.com
(Click onthe Becoming an
Outdoors-Woman logo)
or by contacting
Julie Sparks at 515-281-6159 or
julie.sparks @dnr.state.ia.us
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This past April,

four Iowa businesses and
organizations were
recognized for their
comprehensive
environmental programs.
Following is the firstin a
series featuring the four
Governor’s Environmental

Excellence Award winners.

s a global leader in the
production of fastening
nd assembly products
for clients in more than 100
countries around the world,
[extron Fastening Systems, in
Decorah, has shown that a
commitment to the environment
equals smart business sense.
“Making environmental

improvements has been a

conunuous process for us.  said
Dave Dnlling

o?

incustrial
engineer. “Our main priority has
been to focus on those projects
that save us the most money. An
environmental project with cost
reductions is an easy wav — and
the right way — for us to meel
our bottom line.”

['extron's Decorah ]J|;HII
produces more than 10 million
fasteners per day for computen

hardware. antomobiles,

44 1owa Conscrvanionist @ Jul

By Jill Cornell
Photos by Clay Smith

construction, clectronics, ['th't'l'
tools, domestic J]JII]I..][H es. health
care products and sports
cquipment.

Textron
has minated
partnerships
with other
Organizations
and agencies
to continually
HIprove 1ts
impact on the
environment.
T'he company
developed an
Environmental
Management
System (EMS)
to demonstrate
IS commitment
and has
participated in
other EMS
ll]'ﬂlj,_"l'f“]-l\.

Through
[extron’s
participation in the lowa DNR's
Pollution Prevention (P2)
Summer Intern Program, the
company targeted several projects
that have saved more than
§77.000 on an annual basis. The
DNR program places college
students in lowa companies with
the goal of preventing pollution
Al 1S source,

“Textron has greatly

benefited from having
participated in the P2 Intern
Program,” said Drilling. “The

students come into our pldm with

no Ill't't.'“ll('('i\.'t'{[ notions of how

to do things, and they give us a
(resh look at new technologies.
Along with their energy, the

interns have brilliant ideas and

bring their resilience to the table.

This combination makes a huge
difference i what we are able to
accomplish — overall, the
program has been very successful

for us.”
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Commuitment

Textron has achieved
sustainable cconomic and
environmental results
through a variety of projects
at the Decorah plant. The
company recently istalled a
paint mixing system that
reduced the amount ol
paint used by almost 33
percent,
with cost
\ii\ill:l_!rh{il.
more than
$22.000 per
vear. The
1998
installaton
of air coolers
for the
plant’s heat
treat
furnaces has
saved
$392.000.
This change
also reduced
walel
lulhlllll]ﬂinﬂ
by more than
308 milhon
oallons. The
company
curtailed its electrical use by
more than 1.9 milhon kWh,
which in turn reduced CO,
emissions by more than 3.8
million pounds a year.

Besides source-reduction
efforts, Textron has focused on
ways to divert other wastes from
the landfill. Through scrap metal
recycling, the company has saved
more than $92.000. Textron also

recycles cardboard, paper and
plastic pallets by the ton, light
bulbs and used oil. The company
helps local schools and
organizations by donating used

materials for their reuse.

An Enduomentod E4hi0

In 2002, Textron Fastening
Svstems achieved 1SO 14001
certificanon from the U.S,
Environmental Protection
Agency, signifying it meets high
environmental standards. During
the company’s audit for
certificaton, Textron was named
“Best Practice” for the detail and
thoroughness of its
environmental impact and aspect
rating process.

Textron's strong
environmental ethic at the
Decorah plant is due, in large
part, to the dedication of 1ts
employees.

“The awareness of our
emplovees has made the greatest
impact,” said Drilling. “Above
anything else, it has been a
priority. Not only do we think
about the environment at work,

but when we all go home, it’s the

same thing.”

Jill Cornell is an information
specialist with the department
in Des Moines.

Textron recycles oil as part of its
daily operations (left). The plant
installed air coolers (top) for its
heat treat furnaces, which saved
$392,000. A paint mixing system
(above) reduced paint use by
almost 33 percent.
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Does Walleye Right

Waterfront Seafood Market has
been at the same location at 29
and University in West Des Moines
torall of 1ts 21 years. T'he business,
which has expanded three times to
meet customer demand. 1s home to
three generations of Hankes — Ted
Hanke (father)
1s the owner:
Shawn. Si
(son) runs the
[1sh market:
Jenmiter Haus
(daughter)
manages the
restaurant: and
Shawn. Jr.
(erandson)is the
cook. And yes.
they do fish.

“When I
grew up, all 1
thought you could eat was walleye

or perch, Haus said

]
H
é
i
<1
i
I
j

Article by Mick Klemesrud « Photos by Clay Smith

['he fish market and restaurant
offers fresh salmon, halibut, tuna.
walleye and gulf shrimp. When
Hanke firstopened the fish market,
the fish sent to the Midwest was
poor quality because the prevailing
belief was that Midwesterners
didn"tknow quality seatood. Atfter
the suppliers had the fish rejected a

ew fimes. they got the message

Haus said the market buys fish
directly from boats thatonly spend
one day on the water. She said day
boats offer the treshest fish and
over the years, they have gotten to
know each other pretty well.

Early on. Hanke opened a small
sandwich counter in the back of the
market that only offered a fish
sandwichand chips. The hittle
sandwich counter was a hit and
became so popular that it was

expanded three times, becoming the

full-sized restaurantitistoday.




At least four times a year, the
restaurant features walleye cooked
shore-lunch-style — pan-tried with
onions and sliced potatoes. Monday
night means all-you-can-eat catfish

Every Wednesday 1s the weekly

\]"H.‘L‘iiii '»Ux'l\k"_\a‘hl IO,
crawfish. whateveris in season. On

occasion there 1s the Door Cx FlII'llr'*.

fishboil. At Watertront. it s all fish.

all the time

Waterfront Potato
Breading

1/3 cup potato flakes
|/3 cup tlour

|/3 cup bread crumbs
Salt

Peppel

'his mixture was used on
leye Waterfrontdid

forus. It works well with

the wa

nearly all fish you wantto
pantry. Simply coatthe
damp hilletand fry.
Waterfront uses a soy-
based butter substitute.
Our fillet was caught at
Three-Mile Lake 1n
Union County.

Waterfront Seafood Market and Restaurant
29th and University in the Clock Tower Square
West Des Moines
515-223-5106

LSy Lo st
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Market

PAINE’S

RV SALES & SERVICE

190 PLAZA DR. « |-380 EXIT 68 » ELK RUN HEIGHTS. IA
Bruce Paine Owner = Todd Paine Sa

Bus. 319-234-3039 » 1-800-286-3039 - TRALEMS & ST WiEELS

SERVIC I
wWww.painesrv.com - ""_H‘ ES F!_E PAIRS

[ ) Tho Business Service Bul
|
|

M M HODGDON

3 > St. S
)1 W. Pierce St, STE. THE BRAND THAT'S TRUE

Council Blulffs
(712) 3250720 www.hodgdon.com

tplace

We shall never achieve harmony with land,
any more than we shall achieve absolute jus-
tice or liberty for people. In these higher aspi-
rations, the important thing is not to achieve
but to strive.

We abuse land because we regard it as a
commaodity belonging to us. When we see
land as a community to which we belong, we
may begin to use it with love and respect.

A thing is right when it tends to preserve the
integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic
community. It is wrong when it tends other-
wise.

— Aldo Leopold

' Brute Force™ 750 4x4i

Fort Dodge

Des Moines
Struthers Brothers Racing Unlimited Kawasaki
Kawasaki www.racingunlimited.com

5191 NW 2nd Ave.
888-816-FAST

515-955-6000

THE LEADING EDGE OF | POWER | PERFORMANCE | EXHILARATION |

A force to be
reckoned with.

When you're on the al-new Kawasaki
Brute Force™ 750 4x4i ATV, there's no
problem you can't outrun. Or, climb right
over. With the largest V-twin engine in its
class, it more than lives up to its name.

/ Ali-new Independent Rear Suspension

/ Kawasaki Automatic Power-Drive
System

/ Sealed rear brake system
©2004 Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A. Kawasaki ATVs with engines
of 90cc and above are recommended for use only by persons 16

years of age or older. Kawasaki also recommends that all ATV riders
[ahe a lr‘lu':lng course, Fu:n' rrmre mtﬂrmanﬂn See your dﬂla or call

il . 11
extra careful on difficult terrain.

Kawasakl

Let the good times roll”

Sully

Tipton
Fast Trax Sports Strackbein’s Kawasaki
305 1st Ave. 302 West South Street

641-594-4462 800-455-041/
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Marketplace

Deer Ridge Campground
On the Bluffs of lowa STENZEL'S CAMPERS
13762 D Ave. 4701 HWY 169
County Rd. W51 Eimore, MIN 56027
Wadena, Iowa, 52169 Betore You Buy!
563-774-2067 Call Us @1-800-851-3204
by s i i e You will not regret it.

Get into the LURE of lowa and make
"reel" family memories this year.

“‘f‘ak.emefi;hing“
0

Creston
804 W. Taylor  641.782.6541

Free High Speed Wireless Internet * Fitness Room
Game Room * Free Local Calls * Cable TV with Free m
Free SuperStart'PLUS Breakfast + 24 Hr. Coffee/Tea
Children |2 & Under Stay Free * Restaurants Nearby
Outside Outlets * Ample Parking for Boats, Trailers & RV's
Easily located at Jct. of Hwys. U.S. 34 & State 25

Al Loebig Marine
MFERCURY

7 Ory ThHhe Water

ALUMRCRAFT

Ficld mmial & Gun diog Training 2250 Ames Ave , Wesley, 1A
Bk H. bk
g 515-679-4432 1.800.800.8000 @™ .
Reckwell 1A 50409 e i A Supertel Property  |5in TripRewards' Today!

super8.com ROYAL HOST

All propertes indwiduilly owned and operatad

641-592-4295

Financing Available

We Buy Used RVs for Cash
Join us for a day, a weekend, or a .
week in the wildemess! Any of our Cherokee

log cabins will make a wonderful get-a-way for r Cgmpeﬂﬁve Prices Sunline
you or your family. Each log cabin comes fully Sunine

equipped with kitchen, bath & 3 queen beds 8:30-5-30 Mon.} Palomino
New beach area, fishing dock, horse-shoes 1333 Fontana Blvd S ) Mon-Eni S Vall

Basketball court and paddie boats Hwy. 150 S of Hazleton 8.30-6:30 Thurs oun vaiey

| mi from Fontana Park 5 30-300 Sat Starcraft

‘ ‘ishing Hunting. PR, Ry oMM e : F-00)- 300 Si ’
e Retreal 7 1 2 446 250‘; Hazleton 1A so64) £ L hu"":\ Brook
Vacation RE - o - durmme camping season : &
Skyline

www.iowaoutback.com
3 Bl ‘\ o i ‘ -‘ ‘ % .
Rathbun Lake - Southern lowa's Best foll Free 877-636-9191 WIVW. JaSPCIstY.COlN

psd JMAS & i U opses vl —llj
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Roy is the friendliest guy you’ll ever meet. He loves

people, he loves life, and above all, he loves his job. And why
wouldn’the be happy?

Roy has never been in debt, has never received a bill in
the mail, spends most of his year on the golf course and
chases wild geese whenever he feels like it.

Although Roy has only been in town for abouta year now,
it seems that everyone already knows him. Up on Main
Street, the local residents — at least those who gather at the
Grand Cafe each day for morning coffee — agree Roy is
leading a dog’s life. It’s hard for anyone to argue the point.
You see, Roy really is adog — a high-test, purebred border
collie to be exact.

Roy iscurrently a full time employee of Winnebago
County’s Rice Lake Country Club. Located near the south
shore of Rice Lake, the country club is an 18-hole, 125-acre,
‘public golfcourse. Beautifully landscaped and interspersed
with crystal clear ponds, itis a golfer’s paradise.

S50  1owa Conservationist @ July/August 2005
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GOOSE-HERDING

. BORDER GOl LIE

while providing
widespread
recreational
opportunities. But
when a large
number of those
same honkers drop
by to visit the local
country club, they
are no longer
viewed as an asset.

“At times, the
geese have really
become a problem
here,” says Bob
Berger, course
manager for the
Rice Lake Country
Club.

“During the
summer, the geese
leave droppings
Rice Lake is also home to Iowa’s which make them unpopular with
largest concentration of Canada members and may have resulted in
geese. During late autumn, peak some loss of business. During fall and

\
1 an®

A numbers may reach, and sometimes winter, goose numbers build and that’s
exceed, 45,000 birds. Attracting large  when the birds can inflict severe
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way. The g grazing honkers took

s’ome smts nght duvm to the dirt, and

ai‘ound 30 percent of two greens

: -;:i ;_'.Wcrecompletely destroyed.
~ “Wetriedthingslike shell

crackers, but the geese were too
smart and caught on,” said Berger.
“Then John Hunchis, who is one of
our board members, saw where
people in other parts of the country
were using dogs to herd geese. He
lives next to the course and offered to
house adog if the country club
wanted to getone.”

The board met and decided to

_give theideaatry. In June 2004, Roy

was purchased for $3,300 from
Kuyendall’s, a North Carolinakennel
that specializes in training border
collies to herd problem Canadas. The

52 lowa Conscrvationist ® July/August 2005

.....

came wlth a warranty that prmmsed
the collie would faithfully execute his

;-dunes

“Once Roy arrwed it was mainly a
matter of making him feel athome and
getused tothe new surroundings,”
said Berger. “We didn’t need to teach
himanything aboutherding, he already
knew that.”

“Most of the work here has been
done around ponds because that’s
where the geese like to be. Roy has
been great around water. The trainers
in North Carolina said he’s the best
swimmer they’ve ever seen, and we
believeit.”

“Once a flock is chased into a
pond, Roy jumps right in after them.
The geese usually separate. Roy picks
the one he wants and herds it until the
bird gives up and flies off. Once that
bird leaves, he picks another.”

Berger is quick to point out that

>

e e i et

Roy is a herder and not a hunter.
When goose families with young
goslings walk onto the course, the
collie’s focus is to move rather than
catch the flightless youngsters.

With one full year of professional
goose herding under his belt. Roy is
currently receivingrave reviews.
There are no more goose droppings
near the ponds, on greens or on golf
shoes. Total turf damage has been
reduced by an astounding 99 percent.

“I think the geese are getting the
message,” said Berger. “As long as
Roy is on the course, the program is
working. InJune (2005) we only
observed geese about once a week,
which is a dramatic decrease from
what we’ve had in the past.”

“Our members are very happy. 1
don’tthink there’s any doubt this dog
will pay foritself.”
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Retired Volunteer Helps Save

0l lunteer
elf Ner

During his time 1n the Navy, Jim
Tomasson got pretty good at fixing
things. He served as an electrician on
the USS Kittiwake ASR 13, a
submarine rescue ship.

Some 40 years later.
Tomasson came to the aid of
another structure badly in need
of repair and taking on water.
In 1997, the reured electrician
joined a team of volunteers
working to restore and rebuild
an old mill in Wildcat Den
State Park — (see companion

[
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article on page 20).

Today, the mill 1s
considered one of the finest
examples of mid-19th century mills
left in the country, thanks in great
park to the Friends of the Pine
Creek Grist Mill. The volunteer
group formed in 1996 to restore the
1848 structure, which had decayed
and hilled with mud over the years.
Tomasson joined the effort in 1997.

Since then, Tomasson has
volunteered an average of 14 hours
a week. In 2004, he was nominated
for a DNR Keepers of the Land
volunteer award for his efforts. He
has been instrumental in the project,
said fellow volunteer Bob Del.ong.
Tomasson’s expertise as an
electrician saved the volunteers
from hiring an outside professional.

Tomasson wired all the mill’s
overhead lighting and installed an
electric motor to help power the
machines (A 1970-era dam lowered
Pine Creek’s water level, making the

electric motor necessary at times).

19th Century

by Michael Dhar

l.1ke the other volunteers.
however. Tomasson has done a
little bit of everything — including

carpentry and machine-work. He 1s

Jim Tomassan examines

the mill's machinery.

a tireless volunteer, said Dave
Metz, vice-president of the
friends group.

“He could outwork you and me
both,” Metz said of the 76-year-old
Tomasson. “Like all the guys here,
he’'s not intimidated. If they see
something not working, they say
"We can fix that.” Even if they
don’t know what it 1s.”

While refurbishing the old
structure, Tomasson and the
other volunteers have run across
a number of unidentifiable items.
Even today, after they ' ve
reconstructed most of the mill’s
machines, they find mysterious
objects. A box-shaped item with
a rotating center currently has
them battled. They also face the
ongoing mystery of how all the
grain chutes fit together.

“We've got no pictures of the

inside of the original mill,”

Mill

Del.ong said. “"We ve just got to
figure out the flow of grain.”
Del.ong and Tomasson both
came to the mill with a background
In antique restoration. That
experience refurbishing old
turniture first drew Tomasson to
the mill project, he said.
“I enjoy restoring anything,”
he said. “To take something and
to be able to restore it, I really
enjoy that. This (mill) has been
a real challenge.™
In the nine years since they
began work, the volunteers have
converted the mill from a mud-
filled wreck into a living,
tunctioning piece of history. Still, a
lot of work remains to be done.
Delong said.

“IC1l never finish,” he said.
"Il need ongoing work. We hope

someone else will take an interest.”

Volunteer Opportunities

e | earn about our volunteer Friends
Groups at:

* Volunteers will construct the 2005
Riverse trash sculpture during the
lowa State Fair (Aug. 11-21). Details
at:

* IOWATER has water monitoring
workshops planned this summer.
Visit for details.

* Find our new events calendar and

many new volunteer opportunities at:
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"PARKS PROFILE

cIntosh Woods State

Park 1s one of many
versatile recreation
areas 1n the state of lowa
managed by the Department of
Natural Resources. It 1s located in
north-central lowa near the town
of Ventura, on the northwest shore
of Clear Lake. The nearby lake.
providing a
wondertul scenic
vista for park
viSItors, enhances
the natural beauty

of the woods.

Many species of
trees can be found
in this 60-acre
wooded tract with a
large array of
recreational
nppm'unmim
available
camping, boating,
fishing, picnicking.
Cross country
skiing, snowmobiling, wildhife
viewing and hiking.

['he history of McIntosh
Woods begins millions of years
ago. Three major glaciers covered
the Clear Lake area the
Nebraskan. the Kansan and the
Wisconsin. As the lastof these

Article and photos by
Tammy Domonoske

receded, it left a large natural
depression in its wake, forming
what 1s now Clear Lake.
One of the first human
intrusions into the area around
Clear Lake can be traced to the
Sioux and Winnebago. They were
among the first people toenjoy the

scenic beauty of the area. Traces

of theirencampments are found on
the land occupied by the park.

The Sioux and the Winnebago
tribes were deadly enemies and
had continuous wars prior Lo
[owa’s statehood in 1847. Inan
effort toresolve the conthct

between the tribes. the federal

clntosh

covernment drew a boundary line
across the northern territory of
lowa. The Sioux were forbidden to
come within 20 miles of the line
from the north and the Winnebago
were to stay at least 20 miles to
the south. This created a strip of
neutral territory 40 miles wide with
Clear Lake in the middle. Despite

A e BT e

the federal intervention. tensions
between the two tribes continued
until around 1857 and limited the
carly movement of settlers into the
area.

The first-known visitors of
European decent were two buffalo

hunters. Rufus Clark and a man
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named Billings, whoarrivedin
1849. Their stay, however, was
short lived due to the hostilities
between the Sioux and
Winnebago. Inthe summer of
1851, Joseph Hewitt and James
Dickerson brought their families
from Strawberry Pointand
became the first permanent
settlers around Clear Lake.

In 1908, Charley Kaster began
the first taxi service on the lake.
When anyone wanted to go to
Clear Lake or Ventura on a
shopping trip, a message was sent
tohim. He would pick up
passengers on their dock to take
them to theirdestination and
bring them back. He and
his wife Winnie operated the \
firstboatrental businessonthe
lake. It was located
on the sandbar
at Mclntosh
Point

facing east,
What is now
referred to as ““The Littl@
Lake” didn’texistat

that time. That area
was pastureland

used by Kaster's sister

Anna and owned by the state
There was a creek running through
from the west and toward the Big
Lake, which i1s where it emptied.
In the early 1900s, the state raised
the outlet on the east end of Clear
Lake and dredged a channel
between Mclntosh and Lone Tree
This move, along with the flowing
creek, created what 1s known as
“The Lattle Lake,” near Ventura.
As the town of Clear Lake
grew and became athriving
community, public pressure
resulted n the purchase and
establishment of Clear Lake
State Park in 1924 for camping
and recreational use. Over
the next two decades, 1t
became apparent to locals

that another park was

needed on the lake 1o
satisfy the increasing
demand for

recreational
opportunities. A
commitiee was
uppuinlnl Lo select a
site and
make
arrangements
for the land
purchase. A 60-acre

tract on the northwest

Woo0ds
PARK

shore of the lake was selected.
The land that currently makes up
Mclntosh Woods State Park was
purchased from Mrs, Rose M
MclIntosh, a descendent of early
pioneer stock, 1n
July 1943 for
$30.000.

In :\LL*CILI\IVJ
19435, amaster plan
tor the development
of McIntosh Woods
was concerved.
Early improvements
consisted of an

entrance to the park,
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a road with two parking areas, an
open shelter and picnic area, a
dock 1n front of the picnic area
and the eventual development of
a playfield and hiking trails.

McIntosh Woods State Park
was dedicated on Aug. 12, 1944 as
part of the Governor’s Day
celebrationin Clear Lake. lowa
Conservation Commission
Chairman Fred. J. Poyner
presented the park to then Gov.
Bourke B. Hickenlooperina
formal ceremony.

Since 1t dedication, MclIntosh
Woods State Park has gone
through a number of changes and
improvements. These
improvements continue today.
Two yurt cabins were constructed
in 2000. For those wondering
what a “yurt " 18, they are

designed similar to a structure

Bluebells

used by the Mongolian nomads of
northern Asia. They are a circular
structure on a wooden deck with a
vinyl roof and sidewalls. They
have proven to be a very popular
addition to the area. The yurts are
full every weekend throughout the
summer. They overlook the lake
and provide renters a unique
overnight accommodation. The
yurt cabins are unique to
Mclntosh Woods, and are the only
two used for overnight stays in
[owa state parks.

A new playground (swings)
was installed in the camping area in
2002. A new playground area near
the beach was nstalled in 2003. A
local Eagle Scout constructed a
beach shade/picnic shelter during
the fall of 2004. Future
improvements include construction
of new shower and rest room
facility where the yurts are located,
various road pavings and

improvements to the parking lot at

the Ventura access satellite area.
MclIntosh Woods State Park

provides excellent recreational

opportunities for people of all

ages and walks of life. Camping

Yurts are
unique to
Mclntosh
Woods and
provide an
alternative to
tents or RVs.

1s very popular, with sites full

most weekends throughout the
summer. Fishing is best during
early spring, fall and winter,
with primary species including
yellow bass, walleyes and of
course, bullheads. During the
summer the lake 1s extremely
busy with boaters and water
skiers. Whether 1t 1s spring,
summer, fall or winter one can
find recreational activities al
MclIntosh. Fromhiking, camping,
swimming, boating, picnicKing,
wildlife observation. fishing,
snowmobiling, cross country
skiing, snowshoeing and ice

fishing, McIntosh has itall.

Fammy Domonoske is the park
manager at Mclntosh Woods

State Park.
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MCINTOSH WOODS STATE PARK AT A GLANCE

1 LOCATION: Located between the cities of Clear Lake and Ventura.

| PICKNICKING: Mclntosh Woods State Park is a popular spot for picnickers. The grassy and shaded

| picnic areas are ideal for a family cookout.

CAMPING: Mclntosh Woods State Park features a campground that was extensively renovated in the
early 1980s. The campground has 49 campsites, 45 with electricity. A modern restroom and shower building
are present, as well as a playground.

TRAILS: A one-mile nature trail takes visitors into the heart of McIntosh Woods and signs describe differ-
ent features of the park.

LAKE ACTIVITIES: McIntosh Woods State Park is one of the major boating access points for Clear

' Lake. A modern boat ramp is present with an extensive paved area for vehicle and trailer parking.

' Clear Lake is very popular with anglers of all ages. A variety of fish may be taken in Clear Lake; everything

o

from bluegills and crappies to bass and northerns. To assist anglers and enhance the experience, a
T modern lish-cleaning station is located near the boat ramp at McIntosh Woods.

. FUNFACTS: Visitors to McIntosh Woods may stay in one of two 'ﬁ/
yurts available for rent. The “yurt” or “ger” as it is often '
. referred to is based on a nomadic shelter used in
Central Asia. Itis a 16-foot circular tent
' structure with a wood frame,
lattice walls and a vinyl
covering. The yurt also has
windows, a clear dome on the
1 roof and a framed door.

! CONTACT: 1200 East Lake

. Street Ventura, lowa 50482 .
phone 641/829-3847

* MclIntosh_Woods @dnr.state.ia.us.
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Upland Survey
Underway: Results
Posted In September

The lowa Department of
Natural Resources” (DNR)
annual survey of upland game
populations is underway with
wildlife biologists and conserva-
tion officers driving more than
200, 30-mile roadside routes
statewide between Aug. 1-135.

Staff will be surveying
pheasants, quail, rabbits and
partride.

The August Roadside Survey.
as it 1s called, **is the DNR s main
tool for determining whetherour
fall populations will be up ordown
from the previous year.” said
Todd Bogenschutz, upland wildlife
research biologist for the DNR.
Routes start at sunrise on morn-
ings with heavy dew and are
driven primarily on gravel roads
because of lower traffic volume.
A heavy dew causes hens to
move their broods to the gravel

roadsides to dry off before

Roger A. Hill

feeding.allowing themtobe
counted easily.

Routes are driven over the
same roads each year so that the
informationis comparable with
previous years. According to
Bogenschutz. the survey is the
best indicator of what hunters will
find this fall.

“Historically, when the
roadside counts are compared to
the small game harvest figures,
they parallel each othernicely.”
Bogenschutz said. However.
since the survey depends on
heavy dew forconsistentresults,
hot dry weather in August can
negatively impactthe
results.

Final results of the
survey will be compiled
in late Augustand will
be released in early
September. Small game
hunters interested in this
year's counts can log on
to www.ijowadnr.com
and receive an e-mail
notification whenthe

roadside results have

Roger A. Hall

been posted.

'€ ONSERVATION UPDATE

Furbearer Status Sought
For Mountain Lion

The Department of Natural
Resources will seek “furbearer™
status for mountain lions in the
wake of appearances of the big
cat in lowa the last few years.

The state’s Natural Re-
sources Commuission has n-
structed staff of the DNR to
pursue approval in the lowa
Legislature for the classification,
which would allow the agency to
establishregulationssuchasa
seasonand limitsonkilling
mountain lions. The same status
will be sought for black bears.

Three of the big cats have
been Killed in the last three years
in lowa. Several others have
been confirmed by tracks. An-
other was photographed by a trail
camera. Numerous unconfirmed
sightings have been fielded by
DNR officials as well.

The re-emergence of the
mountain lion, orcougar,
prompted a petition to place the
animal on the state’s endangered
species list. However, commis-
stoners were told that there was
little public support for “endan-
gered list” status.

DNR wildlife staff will work
with conservation and agriculture
advocates in the coming months
to come up with acceptable
wording. A key area will be to
eliminate indiscriminate killing of
the wild cats, yetallow landown-
ers to protect themselves. their
family, property. pets and live-
stock if threatened.

|

Proj
Cub

T
volun
tired ¢
day In
dnnud
Wates
Expec
the Lit

V
4c1
Little!

nearly

|ﬁ

I
.rdkLw




Project AWARE Tackles Little Sioux River; 124
Cubic Yards Of Trash Removed From River

The lastof roughly 200
volunteers went home muddy,
tired and proud that warm Satur-
day in late June as the third
annual Project AWARE (A
Watershed Awareness River
Expedition)cametoaclose on
the Little Sioux River.

Volunteers pulled arecord
124 cubic-yards of trash from the
Little Sioux River
nearly 23.5, 10-wheel dump

enoughto fill

trucks. Participants pulled out

televisions, an erector set, roughly
50 tires, alawn mower, a hubcap,
three tons of scrap metal and
much more. They collected
objects sufficientto furnisha
house. equip a farm, entertain a
party and build a car. Only 600-
pounds of the collected garbage
could notbe recycled.

Artist David Williamson —
who helped volunteers constructa
sculpture from garbage collected
last year — spoke about this
year s proposed artwork. Volun-

teers at the lowa State Fair and
Clay County Fair will help
Williamson turn much of the
collected scrap metal into art,
As 1n past years, the 2005
edition of Project AWARE
invited volunteers to spend as
little as a day or as long as a
week paddling the river, camp-
Ing, collecting garbage and
learning about natural re-
sources. The program tackled
the Little Sioux River between

Milford and Cherokee from
June 18 to 25.

Organized by two programs
within the lowa Department of
Natural Resources — the

[OWATER citizen water quality

monitoring program and the
Keepers of the Land volunteer
program— Project AWARE
invites volunteers totake a
stand for water quality. Project
AWARE participants “make a
difference, one stretch of river,

one piece of trash at a time.”

Clav Smith

Iowa Birders Urged To
Report Bluebird
Nestbox, Trail Results

The eastern bluebird is a
colorful thrush of open forest
edges. [t whistles its gentle,
musical “chir-wi” or soft “tru-a-
Iy near open grassy parks, fields.
roadsides and old orchards.

Cavities in scattered old oaks
and elms across the plains and
along forest edges were once
home to the bluebird. Lacking the
tools of woodpeckers and squir-
rels, the bluebird 1s a secondary
tenant, waiting for these excava-

tors to make (and then leave)

suitable nest holes. Today, most of

these old snags are gone, cut for
fuel, farm ground orsightliness.
Deprived of nesting sites and
hunting grounds of short grasses,
the bluebird needs our help.

Nestboxes provide bluebirds
homes where feeding, butnot
nesting, habitatis available. You
canconstruct them from plans
available onthe DNRs website.
Boxes need not be works of art,
and they are excellent “rainy day”
Or group activity projects.

Those who do construct and
maintain bluebird boxes and
bluebird trails are urged to report
theirexperiences with others,
Bluebird report forms, as well as
bluebird box construction plans,
are available at
www.iowadnr.com/wildlife/files/
bbird. Forms should be returned to
Jaclyn Hill, 2946 Ubben Ave.,
Ellsworth, lowa 50075.
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lowa SWAP Grant Recipient Earns National Award

said Tom

With the goal of reducing the
amount of solid waste generated
and landfilled in Towa, the DNR's
Solid Waste Alternatives Program
(SWAP) has helped many lowa
public and private groups, indi-
viduals and local governments by
providing financial assistance
through acompetitive process.
The program’s success is evident
in the recent national recognition
of a West Des Moines company.

Corell Recycling was recently

named the Best Concrete and
Asphalt Recycling Facility inthe
nation from the Construction
Materials Recycling Association
(CMRA). The organization
annually recognizes one outstand-
Ing company in the country
demonstrating the best practices
inrecycling concrete and asphalt
intoreusable aggregate, in safety
procedures and in annual vol-
umes.

‘Corell Recycling serves as a
model for other companies that
have begun this type of recycling

and has shown the value of

I'L‘L‘}-’L‘lti‘d products,”
Anderson, seniorenvironmental
specialistat the DNR.

In 1995, Corell Recycling
received a zero-interest loan from
the DNR’s Landfill Alternatives
Financial Assistance Program
(now known as SWAP). Corell
used the funds to purchase a
larger crusher and otherequip-
ment that enabled it to more than
double its processing capability
and to meet U.S. Department of
Transportation specifications. In
2004, the company produced
approximately 250.000 tons of
reusable products.

Corell Recycling has provided
various recycled maternials for
several projects in the Des
Moines metro area including the
lowa Events Center and recon-
struction of Sec Taylor Field.

SWAP has awarded 488
arants totaling $57 millonsince
1988. Application forms for
SWAP grants are available at
www.iowadnr.com/waste/

financial/.

Submutted by Corell Recychng

NSERVATION UPDATE

DNR Monitoring Air
During Smog Season

Smog season is here, the time
of year when air pollution can
form in hot temperatures and
bright sunshine, and the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 18
actively monitoring pollution
levels, say state officials.

“The state has nearly a dozen
ozone monitors across lowa that
run April through September—
the time of year when heat and
strong sunlight can cook vehicle
exhaust. factory emissions, fumes
and chemicals to form ozone
"said Brian Button, DNR
airinformation specialist.

SImog,

He said summer smog levels

can make airquality unhealthy for

some people such as children and
asthmatics if they are outdoors
forlong periods of time exercis-
ing. working or playing. He said
large areas of the state can be
affected and that pollutants can
be blown into lowa from other
parts of the nation.

On high pollutiondays,
minimizing vigorous outdoor
activity 1s good advice, Button
said, especially for sensitive
populations. lowans canhelp
minimize emissions by conserving
electricity, properly maintaiming
vehicles and reducing driving.
“Those efficiency actions are also
money savers,” he said.

State airquality conditions are

posted at www.iowacleanair.com.

National datais posted at
WWW.AIrMmow.gov.
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Water Quality Loan Fund Provides Low-cost
Financing To Address Non-point Pollution

The lowa Water Quality
Loan Fund brings to lowa a
new source of low-cost financ-
ing for farmers and landowners,
livestock producers, businesses,
homeowners, community
groups. watershed organizations
and others.

The programs of the lowa
Water Quality Loan Fund can
help lowans address “non-
point” sources that are polluting
our streams and lakes. One of

lowa’s largest sources of water

available through the lowa Water

Quality Loan Fund for any type of

project that will improve water
quality by addressing non-point
source pollution. The lowa
Water Quality Loan Fund:

@ Offers four programs to
target lowa’s water quality
problems and provide financing to
address them.

@ Is ready when you are.
Projectand loan applications can
be submitted atany time during
the year, and turnaround time 1s

quality problems is quick.

polluted runoff - € Requires
from i i T no cash up-
agricultural ,»’ IOWA . front.

J

urban
construc- .,

tion sites. SN

inadequate septic TS
systems and other
areas.

Since this non-point
source pollution comes in
many forms, 1t can be ad-
dressed through a wide variety
of practices and technologies
and financed through the loan
programs. Best of all, when
water quality is protected,
many other benefits are
created, including prevention
of soil loss, increased land
value, improved fish and
wildlife habitat and enhanced
opportunities for economic
development.

Low-interest loans are

operations, (,— \.\';\ lﬁ L l_{ OIJALITY / | Quick

FUND

loan
PI‘HL‘L‘HH'

ing and

—

friendly loan
repayment terms let

you get your project done now.

€ Gives you significant cost

savings. Interest rates are well
below other financing sources.

€ Complements other
funding sources. If you have a
grantorother funding, youcan
use a loan to provide your share
of the project.

Formore information about
the loan fund, and to determine
who to contact for more informa-
tion regarding the various
programs covered under the
Water Quality Loan Fund, visit
www.lowasrf.com.

Upcoming NRC
and EPC Meetings

The dates and locations have
been set for the following meet-
ings of the Natural Resource
Commussionand Environmental
Protection Commission of the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources.

Agendas are set approxi-
mately 10days priortothe
scheduled meeting date. For
additional information, contact the
[owa Department of Natural
Resources, Wallace State Office
Building, 502 E. 9" St., Des
Moines, lowa 50319-0034.

Natural Resource
Commission:

— August 11
Clear Lake
— September 8
Brushy Creek area
— October | 3

Northeast lowa

Environmental Protection

Commission:

— August 15
Urbandale

— September 19
Urbandale

— October 17
Urbandale

State Preserves
Adyvisory Board:

— October 10-11
Dixon

luly/ "'IIJ;__'H-t M5 w lowa Conservationist
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ave you ever had

one of those

noments in the
outdoors where everything
comes together? I struggle to
find the word I'm looking tor.
but 1t’s one of those times
where you look around and
think, “Yeah, this 1s what I'm
talking about. This 1s 1t!”
Thinking about it, | wonder
if the search for those experi-
ences is why we who love the
outdoors keep going there. It's
those times and experiences
when instantly. everything 1s so
good, so perfect, that you look
around, and say, “This 1s 1t.

For as long as I can remem-
er, ['ve wanted to go trout
fishing in the Rocky Moun-
tains. Sure, I can fish for trout
in lowa, but I wanted the
picture you see 1n the books,
the snow-covered mountain
peaks, the rapids crashing over
the rocks. the aspen reflecting
off the clear mountain lake.

But, like most of us, work
Kept interfering with my per-
sonal life. Too busy, too far, not
enough time, you name the

CXCUSNC.

Full Circle

[ have a son at Colorado
State in Ft. Collins.
talk on the phone, and once in

We would

awhile he’d talk about getting
some time off and heading up
the Poudre River trout fishing.
We’d hang up, and ['d think,
“Wish I was there.” Finally, I
couldn’t take 1t anymore. It was
time to do it. I called him, and
said. “Pick a week.”

[ blocked out my vacation
days and bought the airline
tickets. Although I had handed
down my first fly rod — one
my dad had given me — to him,
ve decided to fish ultra light. *1
have all the gear you'll need.
Dad.” Sull. I packed my trusty

Ugly Stick.”
Mitchell spinning reel. It's not

with the old

a high-tech outfit, and doesn't
have many bells and whistles,
but I still like the feel of fiber-
glass, and the Mitchell 1s about
as foolproof as it gets. Besides,
it was the only rig I could fit in
my check-on luggage.

[ landed in Denver on an
absolutely beautiful May day. |
picked up a car, and headed up
[-25 to Ft. Collins.

The next day we headed
out, stopping at Jax. Jax is one
of those outdoors stores where
you wish you had unlimited
time and a bank account to

match. I bought a fishing

by Chuck Humeston -

license and an assortment of
Kastmasters. Another stop to
stock the cooler, and we were
on our way upriver, past the

front range. and into the high

country.

The past winter had seen the

earliest opening in history for
ski resorts. The melting snow
was causing the river to run
furiously on its way to the flat
lands. T opened the window just
so I could hear it crash against
the rocks. Every now and then
we would pass an access. and
['d ask, “Here?"
“Not here. Dad.

lo get above the kay akers and

We want

the tubers.”

And, they were out 1n
The ride looked like a
We drove higher into

force.
thrill.
the peaks. and into the Na-
tional Forest. Finally, we
stopped at a parking area
above a deep cutbank next to
the river bend. We climbed
down. It didn’t take me long
to feel the elevation while |
was chimbing.

A few casts, and I looked
over at Tom who was reeling
in a trout. I worked the riftles
and the eddies behind the big
boulders. Nothing. There was
so much runoff from the
mountains that we figured the

river was just too murky. “I've

. —

'I\'L”Ei".

.......

- )
LCNDg

UWN




l‘q

got another spot,” Tom said.

We climbed back up the
bank to the car and headed up
a gravel lane. The road,
absent of guardrails, grew
steeper and steeper. Finally,
as 1 thought, “He's lost, but
he’'s not telling me.” we came
out of the trees. In front of us
was the bluest lake | had ever
seen. We took out our rigs,
and looked out at the water.
There were rises all

over the surface. We LT

looked at each other i *h -

and grinned.
By now weather

was moving n. [t

was one of those k)

|
mountain storms F__,
where you see the |
lightning bolts, and 1t
looks like you could touch
them. The thunder rolls and
echoes off the mountains and
down the valleys. We hiked
around the lake and stopped.
“This 1s usually a good spot.”
[ quietly stepped out on a
large boulder at the water s
edge. I opened the bail and
lightly held pressure on the
line. The Kastmaster sailed
toward the water, landing
with a small splash. [ let 1t
sink until the rings disap-
peared and started to retrieve.
WHAM! My line tightened,
and the rod tip dove. I pulled
back slightly to keep the line

tight. Suddenly, the water
boiled, and the trout broke the
surface, shining in the sun
retreating in the face of the
approaching storm. It fell
back into the water, and m)
line went slack. I missed it! |
looked over at Tom. He was
busy removing a trout from
his hook.

[ got the hang of 1t after that.

How good was the fishing”?

Well, when the storm hit and the
hail started bouncing off our
heads we looked at each other,
and yelled, “Keep fishing!"

The storm passed and
stillness fell over the lake. |
was in the middle of a retrieve
and I stopped. A falcon dove
out of the sky, splashed down
on a rise, and lifted off with a
trout n its talons. It gently
landed 1n a tree.

Behind it a mountain peak
still bore its snow cover giving
way to the aspens further down
the slope. Ilooked at the lake.
The water was so clear, reflect-

ing the beauty of the surround-

ing mountains and the rocky
outcroppings jutting over the
shore. I looked over at my son
who was putting another trout
on the stringer. He looked up at
me. “That’s enough for dinner.,
Dad. do you want to go”"

[ had to admit I was kind
of glad to hear 1t, as 1t was
becoming work 1n the eleva-
tion. But would a dad admiut
that? No, really | never

wanted to leave.

[t was the experi-
ence | had pictured
In my mind.

[ remembered
the times fishing
with my dad
times | would never
forget. | remem-
bered the times |

had taken Tom fishing to lowa
farm ponds watching him
attack bass. I wondered if this
trip with me would be one he
would never forget. | realized
this time, he had become the
teacher, and | had become the

student. Lite had come tull

circle. It had all come together

in that moment for me. |
would never forget it.

[ took 1n a deep breath of
mountain air and looked out
over the vista.

“I'm ready. Let's go home

and cook ‘em up.”
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