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1985
Fishing Forecas

It should be another banner year for anglers in
lowa this fishing season. “Best places to fish in 1985”
information has been solicited from fisheries biologists
to assist you in shortening the time between bites.

Northwest

J[{ .!' i Crer el "'r

Tom Gengerke 1s a district fisheries
supervisor located at Spirit Lake. He
has worked for the commission for nine

years. He has a M.S. degree from
South Dakota State University.

Walleye

['he best tishing will be found on
Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo Co.), Big
Spirit (Dickinson Co.) and Black Hawk
(Sac Co.) where 12- to 16-inch fish are
common and the opportunity to catch
larger f1sh. especially on Clear Lake and
Big Spint, 1s always present. The key to
spring fishing on Big Spint 1s a late 1ce
out followed by steadily increasing wa
ter temperatures. A g, either hair or
plastic bodied, and minnow or just a
plain minnow are old standbys and al
ways worth trying. If water 1s flowing
out of Big Spirit and into the north end of
Fast Okobojn anglers would be well
advised to try that area. This has been a
good producer during the past two years
Stlver Lake (Dickinson Co.) has a nice
population of harvestable walleyes due
to maintenance stocking and increased
over-winter survival during the past three
winters. Springtime hotspots will 1n
clude the Island Area and Trapper's Bay
Inlet. River fishing for walleyes has been
excellent during the past three years and
from all indications 1985 will also be a
producer. The Raccoon River south of
Sac City, the West Fork of the Des
Moines River from Rutland to the Com-
belt Dam, the Des Moines River in

Emmel County and the Little Sioux
River in Dickinson and Clay County
should |'1,1.~ ;\F‘q_'k[‘i;]'} :_1“”11 ler "l-"-.'.iii'
eve fishing 15 usually best during the
summer and fall months, after water
levels have stabihized '\Ltﬂ}- fish in the
%

10 4-pound class have been taker
using Rapalas, jigs and nightcrawlers
Yellow Perch

[ast year, as predicted, was a year o
remember for yellow perch fishing. The
retumn of normal water levels expern-
enced dunng the early 1980°s created the
proper mix of conditions necessary for
excellent recruitment and survival
Strong vear class development during
those years was manifested in excellent
catches during 1984, This fishery will
continue through 1985, The best fishing
will be found on Big Spirit and West
Okoboyp (Dickinson Co.). Activity will
start in July, around weed beds. and will
proceed into fall. Large numbers of 9- 10
I 1-inch perch were harvested from the
north end of Big Spirit during October
and November. Small jigs tipped with
sUver wigglers or waxworms are espe-
clally effective

Bullhead

Little Wall Lake (Hamilton Co.).
Crawtord Creek (Ida Co.). Silver Lake
(Dickinson Co.) and Clear Lake will
provide excellent bullhead fishing dur
ing 1985, Little Wall Lake in particular
has a very good population of 10- to 13-
imnch bullheads and should not be over
looked by anglers in that area. Surveys
conducted during 1984 indicated a large
number of 7- to 10-inch bullheads in
Crawford Creek and fishermen would be
advised to }I.II'KL*\I many ol these I_1-'.h
from this 60-acre lake. Late May and
early June are optimum periods for tradi-
tional spots like the North Grade, Bul
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Yellow perch are back in big numbers at Spirit Lake.

falo Run, Templar Park and the outlet to
Little Spirit on Big Spint Lake. These
areas may be especially productive after
dark so bring your lanterns'

Channel Catfish

Rivers and catfish go hand-in-hand
and excellent fishing will be available
in virtually all lowa rivers during 1985.
The Little Sioux, Big Sioux. West Fork
of the Des Moines, the lowa River
between Alden and Eldora, and the Rac-
coon River will offer some of the best
opportunities for knowledgeable “river
rats”. The best fishing occurs from June
through September. Most catfish are
taken from deep holes or from around
snags which are providing cover and
escape from the sun. The bulk of these
fish range from 10- to 20-inches, how-
ever, the chance at a real pole bender 1s
always present. Top producing baits in-
clude dead minnows, prepared baits and
crayfish. Excellent channel catfish an-
gling 1s also available in many area

lakes. County Conservation Boards with
cooperative cage catfish programs are
often the best. Oldham near Soldier,
Nelson Park near Dow City, Moorehead
near Ida Grove, Pahoja near Larchwood
and Dog Creek in O'Brnien County are
among the best. Larger lakes are well
worth sampling and 1t 1s in these areas
that “trophy cat hunters™ should concen-
trate their effort. East Okoboji and Storm
Lake (Buena Vista Co.) may very well
provide some of the best catfish fishing
in the Midwest

Muskellunge

It's the fish of a thousand casts — or
maybe just one! Peak harvest usually
occurs in late June, early July and agan
in late summer with some die-hard
fishermen experiencing good success
again in late fall. Although Big Spirit has
been a consistent producer over the past
two years, West Okobop coughed up
many of last year’'s Upper Great Plains
Musky Club tournament fish. The state

record fish probably resides in this lake
A number of fish were taken from Clear
Lake during 1984 and from all indica-
tions 1985 will be even better. The
majority of these fish are between 8 and
15 pounds. Large fish are caught every
year by both novice and seasoned angler
alike using all types of gear and a vanety
of presentations but if you're really after
a wall hanger, you'd better bring the
heavy rod.

Northern Pike

Good to excellent fishing can be ex-
pected at Big Spint and ‘Tuttle Lake
(Bennett Co.). Recruitment has been
excellent during the past two years and
many 2- to S-pound fish are available
Concentrate vour effort around the
rushes in Anglers Bay and the weedline
or isolated weed beds in the rest of Big
Spint. Flashy spoons are particularly
effective on Tuttle Lake however Mepps
spinners, Rapalas and live chubs also
work well. The Winnebago River from




Northwest continued

Fertile to Mason City will also provide
nver anglers with stringers of nice-sized
fish.

Smallmouth Bass

Plenty of “bronzebacks™ will be taken
this year. Lake fishermen would do well
to start early, concentrate on rock piles or
rocky points and use a minnow, prefer-
ably a shiner, and fish it slowly. West
Okoboji and Big Spirit both produce
quality fish, however, more consistent
fishing will be experienced on West
Okoboy. When water temperatures rise.,
switch to crankbaits. River fishing, once
the nvers get back in their banks and
begin to clear, usually produces more
fish per trip, although they are seldom as
large as those taken in lakes. The lowa
River from Alden to Steamboat Rock,
the Boone River from Webster City to its
confluence with the Des Moines and the
Winnebago River from Fertile to its
confluence with the Shell Rock all have
nice fish. Knowledgeable anglers con-
centrate downstream from nftle areas,
near submerged timber and in deep
holes. A 12-inch length limit applies on
all interior streams, and a 14-inch length
limit is in effect for Big Spirit, West
Okoboji, East Okoboji, Upper Gar,
Lower Gar and Minnewashta Lakes

Largemouth Bass

Upper Pine Lake, Briggs Wood and
Beeds Lake (Franklin Co.), will offer
excellent catches of bass this year
Shorelines, submerged timber and
weedlines are your best bet. The canal
areas of West Okoboji will produce fish
early but these fish will move out when
the water gets too warm. Crawford
Creek Lake has a good bass population
with the average bass weighing from one
to two pounds. Two oxbow lakes,
Browns Lake in Woodbury County and
Blue Lake in Monona County have pro-
duced excellent bass fishing during the
past two years, Most fish are 3 pounds or
less. Plastic worms and spinner baits will
receive the most action. Little Wall Lake
contains a good number of 14-to 17-inch
fish. Fishermen should concentrate on
the fish attractors installed in that lake.

Bluegill

Crawford Creek is a bluegill angler’s
dream come true. Surveys conducted
during 1984 indicated a tremendous
number of 7- to 9-inch bluegill in this
lake. The best ime to catch these plate-
sized gills is during late May and early

June when the fish move into shallow
water to spawn. A dry fly or popper and
a light fly rod 1s a deadly combination for
collecting bluegill fillets. The ole stand
by of a number 8 hook, small bobber and
a plece of crawler i1s skill effective
Beeds Lake, Upper Pine, Lower Pine.
Lake Pahoja, Dog Creek, East Okoboji
and West Okoboji will all provide plenty
of action for 6- to 7-inch gills during
1985. West Okoboy has provided some
excellent bluegill fishing during the past
three years, and the catch should con-
tinue,
Crappie

The best crappie fishing will occur on
Clear Lake, Little Wall, Crawford
Creek, North Twin (Calhoun Co.),
Storm Lake and Center Lake (Dickinson
Co.). Fish from 8- to 10-inches will be
common. The largest fish will come
from Clear Lake and the fastest action
will be on Crawford Creek and Center
LLake. The marina area is the early season
hotspot on Storm Lake while at Clear
Lake the emerging rush beds on the west
end will provide the best fishing. On
Center Lake anglers should concentrate
on the shallow water on the west and
south shores. Two new stake bed struc-
tures 1n the southwest comer of North
Twin should help concentrate fish in that
lake. Small jigs, with or without min-
nows, are the preferred baits.
Yellow Bass and White Bass

Excellent yellow bass fishing is avail-
able in North Twin Lake. The action
starts as soon as the ice goes out and
continues until ice formation Clear Lake
will also offer good yellow bass fishing
and the fish are slightly larger.

White bass enthusiasts should look to
Clear Lake for these speedsters. Fish
will range from 10 to 16 inches

Other Fish

The freshwater drum is available in
numbers in West and East Okoboji. In
fact, it 1s difficult to fish a jig in these
lakes and not hook one, and a piece of
crawdad on the jig virtually ensures
success, These fish are the fourth most
commonly caught fish on the Mississippi
River and they are delicious when the
dark meat is cut away and the firm white
flesh 1s boiled, chilled and served with a
shrimp sauce.

Tiger Musky (hybrid cross between
northern pike and muskellunge) are
available in Storm Lake, Black Hawk
and North Twin. These lakes contain fish
from 32 to 38 inches in length and should
provide some angling excitement for the
big fish enthusiast.

Northeast

By David .. Moeller

David .. Moeller is the northeast dis-
trict fisheries supervisor located at
Manchester. He has been with the com-
mission for 15 years and holds a B.S.
degree from lowa State University.

Largemouth Bass

I'he Mississippi River backwater
lakes and sloughs will continue to be
prime bassin’ waters in 1985. Several
inland lakes will also provide some fine
bass angling as well.

I'he most successful bass fishing pen-
ods occur during May and early June
when the water temperature ranges from
55 to 62°F and again in September and
October when the water cools down
below 68°F The bass are then utilizing
shallow water habitats and readily take a
bait or lure

Bass almost always seek structure 5o
concentrate your effort in those areas
containing dead-fall trees, beds of vege-
tation, stumps, rocky points, or rnprap
banks. Work your bait or lure as close to
the structure as possible; if you don't
have a few hang-ups, you're not fishing
close enough to the structure. Crank
baits, spinner baits, plastic worms, pig-
and-jig, and spoons with a pork nnd
strip are proven bass lures. Crayfish,
nitecrawlers and large shiners are
eftective baits.

Good Mississippi River backwaters
include the Lansing Bottoms in Pool 9;
Harpers Slough, Sny Magill Bottoms,
and Bagley Bottoms in Pool 10; and,
Bertrum Lake and McCartney Lake mn
Pool 11. Anglers should note that effec-
tive this year there is a 12-inch minimum
length limit on all black bass (large-
mouth and smallmouth) on the lowa-
[llinots boundary waters of the Missis-
sippl. Research is being conducted to
determine if the regulation will result In
an increased average size of bass. Some
of these better bass backwaters include
Tippy’s, Sunfish, and Frentress Lakes in
Pool 12; Densmore and Blake's Lakes in
the Green Island Area, Browns Lake,
and the Sabula Bottoms in Pool 13; and
Joyce’s Slough and the lakes and sloughs
in the Rock Creek area in Pool 14.

Sweet Marsh (Bremer Co.) and Lake
Meyer (Winnesheik Co.) contain a good
number of largemouth bass up to 10
inches. Lake Hendricks (Howard Co.)
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has an excellent bass population with
some fish in the four pound class.
George Wyth Lake (Black Hawk Co.)
has many bass just under the 14-inch
length limit, however, this lake will also
yield a few real lunkers

Channel Catfish

Channel catfish are probably the most
underharvested species in Northeast's
inland waters, The large inland nvers
contain excellent populations of catfish
up to six pounds, The Upper lowa River
below the Lower Dam, the Cedar River
in Black Hawk and Bremer Counties,
the Maquoketa River below Delhi, and
the Wapsipinicon River i Buchanan
County are excellent areas for pursuing
Mr. Whiskers. Annual plants of large
fingerling catfish maintain good popula-
tions in our lakes. Volga Lake, (Fayette
Co.), Silver Lake (Delaware Co.), Mey-
ers Lake (Black Hawk Co.), Case)
Lake, (Tama Co.), Lake Hendrncks,
George Wyth (Black Hawk Co.), and
Lake Meyer all contain good catfish
populations

The Mississippi River contains a fair
number of catfish also. In the early
spring, the mouths of the tnbutary rivers
are often catfish hotspots. In the late
summer fish the wing dams and running
cuts and channels. There is just nothing

better than a skillet full of catfish, rolled
in commeal and flour. and fried to a
golden brown

Smallmouth Bass

The smallmouth bass i1s one of the
most popular game fishes in Northeast
lowa and good populations are found in
all the major inland nvers. Success in
fishing for these sporty, hard-fighting
fish depends on locating good small-
mouth bass habitat stream sections
containing good areas of gravel, rock,
and boulder. The rock and boulder not
only provide structure which smallies
prefer but also harbors one of their
favorite food items — crayfish. Some of
the best stream sections include the
Cedar River from Otranto to St. Ansgar
and from Mitchell to Floyd, the Upper
l[owa River from Lime Springs to Ken-
dallville and Decorah to Highway 76,
the Yellow River below Volney, the Vol-
ga River below Fayette, and the Ma-
quoketa River below Delhi. These
streams produce good numbers of bass
between ¥ and 2'2 pounds with a few
fish up to 4’4 pounds being caught each
year.

A leisurely float trip 1in a canoe 1S an
excellent method for pursuing smallies.
[ate summer and early tall 1s a particu-
larly productive time for bass fishing.

More than 300,000 trout will be stocked
this year in Northeast [owa.

The streams are generally low and clear,
and the bass are hungry as well. Small-
mouths take a wide vanety of lures with
jigs, small crank baits, beetle-spins, n-
jured-minnow plugs, and twister tails
being the most popular.

Walleye and Sauger

Serious walleye anglers head to the
Mississippi, Cedar, and Shellrock Rivers
for some of the finest walleye fishing in
the Midwest. The Mississippi ranks first
in terms of numbers of walleyes caught,
however, the Cedar and Shellrock also
yield some excellent catches. The size of
fish caught is also excellent with fish up
to 12 pounds coming out of each of these
rivers annually. Two additional streams
— the West Fork Cedar River in Butler
County and the Wapsipinicon in Bucha-
nan County will also produce a few nice
walleyes. Sauger — the smaller, mottled
cousin of the walleye — are found only
in the Mississippi, however, populations
there are very strong. Sauger generally
range from one to two pounds with
occasional fish up to 32 pounds.

The fastest action and the largest fish
are caught in the very early spring just
after ice-out. Both walleye and sauger
adults congregate in the tailwaters below
dams just prior to spawning. Jigs tipped
with a minnow, sonars, and twister tails
worked slowly on the bottom, will put
fish on your stringer. From early summer
to fall, the walleye will frequently hang
out on the rock wing dams and any other
riprap areas. Nitecrawlers, crank baits,
and twister tails bounced right on the
rocks, will generally do the trick. Late
fall and right through the winter, again,
finds the walleye and sauger frequently
in the tailwater areas and anglers willing
to battle the cold, are often rewarded
with a fine mess of great tasting walleye
and sauger fillets.

Trout

lowa’s trout anglers are expected to
have another fine year in 1985. The
action gets into full swing with the first
stockings of rainbow and brown trout in
the 47 catchable trout streams beginning
in early April. Over 320,000 one-halt
pound trout will be distributed in these
streams during 1985, 'To provide vanety
and give anglers a choice, some streams
will be stocked solely with brown trout,
others with rainbows, and the remainder
a mixture of the two species. To provide




Northeast continued

additional rod-bending action and to test
a few lucky anglers” skills, over 4(X)
lunker-sized browns and rainbows rang
ing from 3 to over 15 pounds will also be
scattered n these streams. All of the
catchable streams are stocked through
October. Late fall ste h;kl[lg__'*- have pros ed
popular with anglers and 12 catchable
streams will also be stocked during
November. Some of the better catchable
streams you will want to try this year
include North and South Bear, Waterloo,
ITrout River, Coldwater, Trout Run.
French, Sny Magill, Grannis, Bloody
Run, Richmond Springs. Swiss Valley,
and Bailey's Ford

For the trout angler who wants to get
away on a remote stream section and test
s or her skills against a large brown
trout, the put-and-grow or the special
regulation streams, may be just the an-
swer. These streams’ brown trout popu-
lations are maintained with annual plants
of small fingerlings. lowa's waters, like
her land, 1s very productive and the small
trout grow rapidly, often to three and four
pounds in just four or five years. There
are no special regulations on the put-and
grow streams, however, most are on
private property and landowner permis
sion 1s required. The special regulation
stream sections are mostly on public
land, have a I4-inch mimimum length
limit on brown trout, and angling only
with artificial lures is allowed.

There 1s a regulation change on trout
fishing that goes into effect in 1985
Resident anglers under 16 vears of age
and non-residents under 14 years of age
must possess a valid trout stamp to
possess trout or they must fish for trout
with a licensed adult who possesses a
valid trout stamp and hmit their com-
bined daily catch to five trout, and ten in
possession

Bluegill

‘The Mississippi River is undoubtedly
the biggest producer of bluegills for
Northeast lowans, however, several 1n-
land lakes will yield their share of “gills”
also. Some of the better areas this year
will be Sweet Marsh, Lake Meyer, Volga
Lake, George Wyth Lake, Meyers Lake
and virtually any of the many backwater
lakes in the Mississippi River. Fishing
tor bluegills during the spring spawning
season often means big fish, lots of fast
action, and fillets that are unexcelled on
the table. Look for these spawners in the
shallow bays and Mississippt River

backwaters, particularly near beds of
vegetation. Dunng the summer months
drft fishing 18 excellent for locating
them on the inland lakes. On the
‘Mighty Miss™, look for them on the
wing dams, along the edges of weed
beds, and around fallen and submerged
trees. Garden worms seem to work even
better than nitecrawlers during these
warm months
Crappie

I'he Mississippi contains the only ma-
jor crappie population in Northeast
lowa, however. their size 1s excellent,
running between Y and 11 inches. The
first major crappie fishing period begins
in late May. Small minnows or jigs
fished in fallen trees and brush piles will
fill many fish baskets with slab-sized
crappies. A second major fishing period
occurs in October and November when
the water cools and the crappie school
en masse. Fish the deeper. guiet water
snags, submerged trees, and eddies be
low wing dams. Keep moving, don't
spend too much time in one spot until
you locate an actively feeding school

Northern Pike

Fhe Mississippi River north of Du-
buque has a large population of north-
erns, many In the six to eight pound
range with occasional fish over 12
pounds. Still fishing with large chubs in
the backwaters during the hottest part of
summer 1s particularly effective. Areas
where coldwater streams feed into the
Mississippi also hold concentrations of
northems during the hot months. The
Wapsipinicon River boasts the largest
northemn pike population in the inland
waters. Small pike are numerous with an
occasional trophy-sized pike being
taken. The Cedar River has an increasing
northern population and 1S potential
trophy water — individual fish up to 20
pounds are taken each vear.

Other Fish

White bass anglers traditionally head
for the Mississippt River from July
through October to pursue the hard-
hitting and sporty striper. Look for them
on the wing dams, spillway areas. and
other nprap areas w ith ﬂnwmg water

Freshwater drum 15 another species
that prefers rock and tlowing waters
Fish for them with a nitecrawler, craw
dad tail, or a small pg. Look for them in
the tailwaters, dam spillways, wing
dams, and along the main channel bor
der. Those scrappy sheephead provide
good tasting hillets for frying, and are
also excellent for making fish chowder.
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Southeast

By Steve Warers

Steve Waters is a district fisheries super-
visor located at Lake Darling. He has
been with the commission for 12 years.
He holds a M.S. degree from the Uni-
versity of Missourt,

Largemouth Bass ,
Mississippt River anglers will see I

benefits in 1985 from the new 12-inch |

mimmum length limit for black bass

Fall surveys showed a strong year class

of 10- to 12-inch bass which will provide

catch and release fun early in the year

I'hese fish should reach 12 to 14 inches

by fall when fishing conditions and catch u

rates are typically best. Top bass areas in

the southern reaches of Ol" Miss are Big |

Timber, Cleveland Slough, Hidden ',
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Acres and Bogus Island backwaters in
Pool 17, Huron Island and lower Bumnt
Pocket backwaters in Pool 18; and Bur-
lington Island, np-rap shores and stream
mouths in Pool 19

The 18-inch minimum size hmit at
Lake Wapello (Davis Co.) 1s a manage-
ment tool used to control gizzard shad.
A product of this regulation will be a
good number of lunker bass for the
angler to catch. Coralville Reservoir
(Johnson Co.) is loaded with 12- to 16-
inch bass with many fish reaching 4
pounds. The best success 1s 1n bay areas
and rock shorelines. Water turbidity con-
ditions dictate the best times to fish this
reservolr

Top bets for bigger bass are Rathbun
Reservoir (Appanoose Co.) and Lakes
Darling (Washington Co.), Hawthom
(Mahaska Co.) and Odessa (Louisa
Co.). Additional top bass lakes include
Miami (Monroe Co.), lowa (lowa Co.),
and Pleasant Creek (Linn Co.). Lakes
Geode (Henry Co.) and Keomah
(Mahaska Co.) contain many sublegal

bass under 14 inches, which means
plenty of catch-and-release action.

Crappie

The top crappie lake in terms of
numbers and size (8 to 1 | inches) will be
Lake Darling. The total catch of crappie
was astounding last year and a repeat
performance 15 expected this year. Al-
though netting data indicates Rathbun
crappie numbers may be down slightly
the size 1sn’t. The average size caught
will be about 10 inches with some fish
approaching 16 inches. Coralville Re-
servoir (8 to 12 inches) and Lakes Miami
(8 to 9 inches), Odessa (9-inch average)
and Hawthomn (8-inch average) should
be good bets in 1985

Crappie angling on the Mississippi
River for 8- to 11-inch crappie should be
good in the same backwaters where great
bass fishing can be tound. Fish tight to
stumps, logs and brush in June, July and
October. Crappie will be suspended 1n
open water areas with deep holes in
August and September.

Southeast lowa lakes will provide excel-
lent fishing this year. The key to early
success in these impoundments, from
small lakes to Rathbun Reservoir, is

water clarity.

Bluegill

Red Haw Lake (Lucas Co.) will top
the list as a producer of big “gills™ again
this year. Most fish will average 8 inches
with 10-inch trophies available to excite
the angler. Catches of 6- to 7-inch
Hawthorn Lake bluegill should approach
last year’s figure of 15,000 fish har
vested. Lake Odessa (7-inch average),
Miami (lots of 7-inchers) and Scott
County Park lakes (6 to 7 inches) should
be top producers. There should be plenty
of 6-inch fish at Geode, Wapello, Han-
nen Lake (Benton Co.) and at the
Shimek Forest ponds (Lee Co.)

Don’t overlook the Mississippi River
for great angling for 6- to 8-inch blue-
gills. Look to the same areas that good
crappie and bass angling exists
Channel Catfish

Southeast lowa 1s a paradise tor chan-
nel catfish anglers. The cage cattish and
maintenance stocking programs have es-
tablished excellent catfish populations in
virtually every lowa lake, The following
lakes are guaranteed catfish havens:
Rathbun (many lunker fish), Miami,
Wapello, Hawthomn, Coralville, Mac-
bride (Johnson Co.), Darling, Odessa,
Geode, Otter Creek (Tama Co.), lowa,
Pollmiller (Lee Co.) and Belva Deer
(Keokuk Co.).

A 1984 increase in the minimum
commercial size for channel catfish on
the Mississippt will mean more 13- to
16-inch fish on the stringer for sport
fishermen. The fastest fishing will occur
duning the hot weather of August and
September. Fish stinkbaits and night-
crawlers above wing dams and rip-




Southeast continued

rapped 1slands for best results. The big
gest fish are caught durning the June
spawning penod in shallow rock areas
and stump fields
the interior nvers. The Wapsi,
Cedar, Des Moines and lowa are excel
lent nivers to find a secluded spot in
which to hill a stringer and enjoy nature
Walleye

A creel survey at Rathbun Reservon
showed that 50 percent of all walleye
caught were over 3 pounds. Several
state-record fish are haunting this trophy
walleye lake. Trophy fish may not be
common at Macbride but |- to 3-pound
walleye are. Crank baits and jig
minnow are killer baits at this
lake

Also, don't overlook

SKUunk

and

SCETIK

A walleye or sauger angler's 1dea of
heaven would be hishing the Mississippt
River. Peak fishing times are March and
Apnl, August and early September, and
November and December. The best fish
Ing areas are in the tailwaters and around
wing dams

Other Fish

Trophy tiger musky fishing is here to
stay in lowa. Although Hawthorn Lake
(fish up to 44 inches) and Rathbun will
lead the way, big fish can also be caught
at Pleasant Creek, Macbnde, and Lake
Darling

Bullhead enthusiasts will want to in
clude trips to Hawthom (10-inch aver-
age), Odessa (9 to 12 inches) and Dar
ling (6 to 10 inches). Sluggish water of
area rivers are also great places to find
this cooperative fish

White bass angling should be great at
Rathbun and the Mississippi River. Most
fish will range from 10 to 15 inches and
this spirited fish is often found in basket
filling numbers.

Paddlefish snagging is now permitted
in all waters of the state. The tatlwaters
of the Mississippt River, the Oakland
Mills Dam (Skunk River) and the dam at
Ottumwa should be snagging hot spots

[

Farm Ponds

The numerous ponds i southeast
lowa produce fabulous angling for bass,
bluegill and channel catfish. These mini
lakes produce more trophy-size fish than
any other water area and are great places
10 begin the new fishing season. Keep 1n
mund be fishing on pnvate
property, which requires owner’s per
mission and the utmos! respectis due the

landowner and his propesrty

vou will
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Big Creek will be a steady producer of walleyes, catfish and panfish.

Southwest

By Joe Schwartz

Joe Schwartz is a district fisheries
supervisor located at Lewis. He has
been with the commission for 14 years.
He has an M .S. degree from lowa State
University.

Bluegill

Bluegills are moving toward the top ot
the populanty charts in southwest lowa
for several reasons. They are easily

caught, take a great variety of baits and
are not particularly wary. Bluegills are
forgiving of a less than perfect fishing
techmque, fight very well for their size,
are exceptionaly fine eating and are
abundant in most ponds and lakes.

Spring and early summer are by far
the best periods to catch hl’..lt.‘gi”!* be-
cause they congregate in shallows (o
spawn. Spawning activity peaks 1n
southern lowa around Memorial Day
Search water from 2- to 6-feet deep 10
locate spawning beds. Fish on spawning
beds can be taken with live bait, small
1ngs or flys

As the season progresses, big blue-
gills abandon the shallows and move 10
deeper water where they spend the sum-



mer. They can be found along the edges
of weeds or in deep coves. Many times
they are on humps or areas that break to
old creek channels or other deep water
areas. Summer bluegills are usually
tound in water 10- to 20-feet deep. They
can often be taken by drifting a boat with
the wind, allowing the bait or lure to be
suspended at 10 to 15 feet

Lake Anita (Cass Co.) has been the
best lake in the region for jumbo blue-
gill up to 10 inches, and it will be again
in 1985. Big Creek (Polk Co.) is not fai
behind Anita, though, and | look for
catches of good bluegills to be taken
there. Other lakes which will produce
good catches of bluegill include Wind-
mill (Taylor Co.), Wilson (Taylor Co.),
Viking (Montgomery Co.), Meadow
(Adair Co.), Nodaway (Adair Co.),
Willow (Woodbury Co.) and Hickony
Grove (Story Co.). Fish caught from
these lakes will range from 6 to 9 inches
with the average around 8 inches. Lake
Icaria (Adams Co.) will produce good
bluegill fishing again this vear. Fishing
was very slow there in 1984 due to the
muddy water which plagued it all spring
and summer. With moderate runoff this
spring, this hotspot of southwest lowa
should bounce back to good fishing
Nine Eagles, a 56-acre lake in Decatur
County, has a good bluegill population
which is underfished. If you want to fish
in a beautiful little lake located in a
scenic, wooded park, try Nine Eagles.
Fishing pressure is light and you may
have the lake to yourself

Largemouth Bass

All of the public lakes and many farm
ponds in the region have largemouth
bass populations. Older lakes like Nine
Eagles, Anita, Viking and Green Valley
(Union Co.) have a few trophy fish in
them which are taken occasionally by
fishermen. These lakes contain many
fish in the 1- to 3-pound category, how-
ever. Iry fishing the points and underwa-
ter structure or marked stake beds and
brush shelters, Other lakes with keeper
bass include Hickory Grove, Big Creek
and Greenfield Lake (Adair Co.). Prairie
Rose in Shelby County was renovated 1n
1981 and the newly stocked fish have
grown (o acceptable size. Surveys in
1984 showed good numbers of bass
greater than the 14-inch length limit. So
far, few people have fished for those
though. Lake of Three Fires is another
lake where surveys show good bass
populations, but few people fish for
them. There are numerous fish in the 2-
to 4-pound category. Three Fires is fre-
quently muddy so you may have to fish

in mid-summer after the water has
cleared. Saylorville Reservoir also is a
good bass lake when water conditions
are favorable
Crappie

Crappie are southwest lowa's meat
fish. Many people take advantage of our
excellent spring crappie fishing to stock
their freezer with crappie fillets. May 1s
the best month to catch crappies. al
though, they can be taken about any
month of the year. Fish brushy or rocky
areas near shore in the spring and follow
the fish to deeper water as the season
progresses. Dnft fishing at depths of 12
o 15 feet in mid-summer works well
Ultrahght gear with small white or yel
low jgs are favontes. Mimnows also
work well

[Lake Anita will be back in the crappie
business in 19835 after a lay off of several
years. Crappies are cychic at Anmta and
they will be at the top of their cycle this
year when numerous nine-inch fish will
be taken. Big Creek, which was good
last year, will be down somewhat this
year. There will be some 10- to 12-inch
fish taken, but most will be about 6
inches. These smaller fish should make
for good hishing at Big Creek in 1986
Some other good crappie lakes will be
Viking, Meadow, Nodaway, Willow,
[cara, Thayer (Umon Co.), Wilson,
Windmill and Easter (Polk Co.). Fish in
these lakes vary in size and you may
have to toss back some smaller fish
Saylorville (Polk Co.), Red Rock (Mar-
ion Co.) and Robert's Creek (Marion
Co.) all have excellent Crappie lf‘llli;i
tions, but good tishing depends on water
conditions. Clean water with good water
clanty at these reservoirs 15 essental 1
you are going to have luck. Fish will
range up to 15 inches in these three
reservolrs

Channel Catfish

| suppose | could list all of the lakes
and streams in southwestern lowa where
you could catch catfish, but it’s easier to
just say fish anywhere, Virtually all of
our larger streams, public lakes and
many farm ponds contain channel cat-
fish. Streams have naturally reproducing
populations and all public lakes are
stocked heavily each vear

Cattish can be caught just about any
time of year, but the traditional time 1s
during the hot part of summer. Prepared
bait. chicken hiver and nightcrawlers are
some of the common baints used dunng
this ttme and work well on both lakes
and streams.

[f you want a better-than-average
chance of catching a lunker "cat tn

Green Valley, Viking
Creek

The Des Moines River i1s an excep
tional catfish producer. Try at the upper
end of Saylorville or Red Rock for some
easy fish. although, anywhere on the
Des Moines is good

Icania or Big

Walleve

Big Creek and Icaria are steady pro-
ducers of walleye in Southwest lowa
with fish being taken up to 10 pounds at
Big Creek and seven pounds at lcana
Most fish are 1 to 22 pounders at both
lakes. Saylorville Reservoir contains lots
of walleyes, but they are difficult to find
and catch. Fish the face of the dam,
points and along the old rniver channel.

The Des Moines River above Saylor-
ville in Boone County can be good for
walleye under the right conditions. Best
areas are nffles, rocky holes and low-
head dams. The best lure 1s the lead head
ng or jig and mmnow combination
Below Saviorville and Red Rock dams
are also excellent places to catch wall-
eyes

Bullheads

Three lakes should produce good bull-
head fishing in 1985. Praine Rose, Man-
teno (Shelby Co.) and Twelve Mile
(Union Co.) Lakes all contain good
populations of bullheads up to 10 inches.
You will have to sort out the smaller ones
to collect a mess of I‘.L'L‘["'L‘['h The bull-
head 1s a cooperative fish and it can
easily be taken by a hook baited with a
worm fished on the bottom
Other Species

The Raccoon River from Des Moines
to Adel and the Des Moines River from
Boone to the north county line will both
be good producers of large flathead
catfish this year. If you want to try on one
of these large predators, use a live green
sunfish or chub for bait and heavy tackle
because they can become sizable,

Wipers, a hybrid between white bass
and ocean striped bass, have been suc-
cessfully established in Saylorville.
They have shown a strong tendency to
move and we see them in the creel from
Red Rock all the way north to Fort
Dodge. You could expect to catch one
anywhere along the Des Moines River
system, but best places are the first mile
below Saylorville dam and below Scott
Street and Center Street dams. | expect
the state record, set in 1984, to be broken
at least once in 1985

It the weather cooperates and our
water quality 1s good, I look for 1985 to
be a banner fishing year in southwestern
[owa.

Y
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Private stocking of crappie in ponds (top) results in stunting. Likewise, large bluegill
are eliminated from small lakes by unauthorized stocking of shad.

Don’t Stock That |

H\ .’.JHHM' U.’Hq'f

Lannie Miller is a fisheries biologist
located at Lake View. He has been with
the commission for 11 vears and holds a
B.S. degree from Kansas State Uni-
versity.

Last month | was talking to a man who
had a problem with stunted bullheads i
his pond. "I don’t know where thos
bullheads came from.” he said. "Guess
the eggs were brought in on the feet of
some ducks.” In my eleven years wilh
the lowa Conservaton Commission | ve
probably heard this and similar com
ments a hundred times and ['m alway:
amused. Instead of blaming the ducks ot
shorebirds, let's take a look at who s
r'L".l.Hj. TL‘\[‘HHI\lhlc

First, let's lay the old myth to rest
once and for all. The probability tha
the unwanted fish in your pound were
stocked by birds 15 about as likely as
being killed by a falling meteor! The
oS would desiccate and fail to haieh
Small fish would sufter the same lat€
Most ponds are ruined by unauthorized
fish stocking by man. than by any other
causé. | would also bet that the person
who ruined the pond 15 a friend O
neighbor and thinks he’s doing e
owner a big favor

Commussion fishenes l"_ilu.‘rlngl.\h T'L‘a.
ommend stocking particular Species ?15
fish in certain bodies of water. Bluegl.
largemouth bass and channel catfish are
the three species of fish that are recom
mended for [owa farm I\nml\_ [Lxtensive
investigations have indicated that these
three species provide the best fishing and
the most stable fish community 10!
ponds in Towa. When other species ol
fish are stocked. such as crappie U
bullheads, the pond can become =0 ol
balance,”™ fish growth slows. L't"‘nLiJHE"E':
deteriorates, size structure collapses and
fishing is ruined. Both of these ~;mc:i-.l“~
are prolific spawners and can Lttﬂkh:.‘
overpopulate a pond. The persob who
l\l'lil'b."riil!cjl} Stocks \1}[]];,'“”‘;‘\ [‘it"l]Li “ﬂiT
these species is in reality only damagitis
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the pond. Once this dastardly deed is
done, only expensive remedial stocking
ol predatory fish or complete chemical
renovation remain as viable alternatives

Ihe problem of unauthonized fish
stocking not only occurs In private
ponds, but in publicly owned and
managed lakes as well, Unauthonzed
stocking of fish causes the greatest prob
lem if fish are introduced into a new or
renovated lake prior to the establishment
of desirable species. Gizzard shad and
crappie are the two species that are
generally stocked by the unknowing
public |

(nzzard shad could be termed the
“Jekyll and Hyde™ species of the fish
world. In large lakes and reservoirs, and
especially where management objec
tives involve walleye, white bass,
striped bass or channel catfish, shad may
be an important component of the forage
base. Small lakes, however, are a com
pletely different situation and 1t is here
where the gizzard shad causes all sorts of
problems. Small lakes in lowa, like farm
ponds, are typically managed for bass
and bluegill fishing. Research indicates
that small gizzard shad compete directly
with bluegill for food. The result is a lake
with few, if any. bluegill and lots of shad,
and obviously poor fishing. Initially,
largemouth bass do well on a diet of
gizzard shad; however, the small bass are
also out-competed by the shad and their
numbers also start to decline. Within a
relatively short period of time we have a
small lake loaded with gizzard shad and
very few catchable sport fish

Crappies also have their good and bad
sides in fisheries management. As one
biologist said, “there's nothing better
than a good crappie lake and nothing
worse than a bad one.” Crappie are
pisCivorous (fish consumers) and com
pete directly with bass for food. In lakes
where the bluegill and bass populations
are well established, crappie generally
do not cause problems, grow rapidly and
provide many hours of angling enjoy
ment. But if crappic arc stocked pror o
the largemouth bass, they will out-

compete
the bass and
over-populate the
lake 1n a VETY short ume
Again, the result i1s poor fishing

Two public lakes that were spuriousiy
stocked are classic a.“».;ll!ipiu'w of how
L‘HH”} this praclice can be. These exam
ples are by no means 1solated occul
rences

LLake Geode, a 18 /-acre lake located
in southeast lowa, [Wi'l'ﬂ.hlu.'kf excellent
largemouth bass and bluegill fishing
from the early 1950°s until the mid
1970°s, In 1974, gizzard shad were
stocked 1n Lake Geode by fishermen
mtent on “improving” the bass lish
ery. By 1979, shad dommated the lake
and destroyed the fishing. Creel su
KL‘}-"\. k'lll'I{IHi. la'ti i"}, the “‘vhk'“t"‘ SeCiion
clearly dramatize this decline. In 1972,
prior to the introduction of shad, 34,000
bluegill were harvested in Lake Geode
by anglers. Only 7,40 were harvested
i 1981, a reduction of 78 percent. 'The
harvest ot largemouth bass declined 55
percent during this same penod, from
1400 in 1972 1o 635 in 198]1. Lake
Geode was chemically renovated and
restocked i 19¥1

Yellow Smoke Park 1s a 40-acre lake
located east of Demson 1in Crawtord
County. It was impounded m 1979 and
stocked by the Conservation Commis
ston with bluegill, largemouth bass and
channel cathsh. Untortunately, an unau
thorized stocking of stunted adult crap
pie occurred at thus ume. A 1982

fishenes
survey of Yellow
Smoke indicated that
the average-size crappie was a
mere 6.4 inches long. These fish com
prised 16 percent of the catch. Another
introduced species, the bull-head, made
up 79 percent of the catch. By 1984, the
crappie had only grown three-tenths of
an inch but now comprised 24 percent of
the total catch. The average weight
dropped from .24 pound in 1982 to .20
pound in 1984, The bluegill, bass and
channel cattish all exhibited POOI I"'i‘ll_"'-
condition and slow growth rates. A lish
toxicant was apphed, following laKe
drawdown, to remove the entire fish
population. Yellow Smoke Lake was
restocked 1n 1984 and will Pros ide j,_JmkI
fishing in two years if contaminant spe
cles are not added to the lake.

Both of these problems could have
been avoided, saving tens of thousands
of dollars and many lost fishing opportu
nities. A lake's fish community 15 a
complex relationship involving many
factors. Habitat, food requirements,
spawning site availability and predator
prey relationships are all evaluated by
fishenies biologists to determine stocking
suttability. Please don't take matters into
your own hands when it comes to putting
fish in either a private pond or a public
lake. Instead of a helping hand, you may
be signing the death warrant of youw
tavorite fishing hole. It you have ques
nons concerming fish stocking, consult
your local fhishenes biologist
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CHECK YOUR PFD’s!

Most people go through
boating seasons without tak
ing time to carefully examine
the most important piece ol
equipment on board their
boat, their life preservers, or
personal flotation devices
(PFD’s)

There is often a haze of
confusion associated with the
requirements of PFD’s, Let's
take a minute to clanfy the
subject, as it could save a life

There are four basic types

of PFD’s

TYPEL:
s the “May West” military
type of life preserver. (Not
a common device)

TYPE II:
This 1s the bouyant vest,
probably the most com-
mon type of PFD. This
device ties in the front near
the collar and around the
waist. These are often
orange in color

TYPE IlI:
Is the new vest type, which
Z1ps up the front and con-
tains puncture-proof buoy-
ant foam

TYPEIV:
These common devices 1n-
clude rnng buoys and buoy-
ant cushions.

Remember, each person on
board your boat must have a
PFD. All flotation devices
must fit the wearer. PFD’s are
available in sizes for infants
and children. A child should
not wear an adult’s flotation
device and vice versa. These
PFD’s are designed to fit both
size and weight of the wearer.

Now a word about boats
and PFD requirements. If
your boat 1s less than sixteen
feet in length, each person on
board may use any one of the
four types of PFD’s previous-
ly descnbed

However, if your boat is
sixteen feet or longer. each
person must have a wearable
device of type [, Il or llI. In
addition, you must have one

throwahble device on board. of

By Randy R. Edwards

type IV. This would be a ring
buoy or buovant cushion

[he exception to this rule
would be canoes and kayaks
Here, regardless of length,
any of the four types of PFD's
may be used, as long as each
person has one

Whichever type ot PFD ap
plies to you and your boating
situation, the device must be
LS. Coast Guard approved

To be sure the device is
U.S. Coast Guard approved,
it must have attached to it a tag
or printed label stating "U. §
C. G. approved.”

Regularly examine your
PFD’s. If they have any of the
following faults the device 1s
no longer considered to be
legal or approved: “any PFD
which has a tom or missing
strap, punctured tlotation bag,
water logged flotation mate
rial, rotted matenal in straps
or webbing or cover, missing
laces, missing hardware, en-
velope torn or perforated, torn
stitching or any other cond
tion which impairs the operat
ing efficiency, or any PFD on
which the U.S. Coast Guard
approval label 1s no longer
easily legible, shall be
deemed as not approved for
use on board vessels as equip-
ment required by law. ™

All PFD’s on board must be
readily accessible, so keep
them out in the open where
they can be quickly and easily
reached

Don’t be complacent and
believe an accident can't hap
pen to you...because 1t can
When you go boating, have a
good time but play safe.

PRODUCTION FOR 1984 10OWA HATCHERIES

COLD WATER SPECIES
Rainbow Trout
Brown Trout

Subtotal

WARM WATLER SPECIES
Bluegill
Channel Catfish (Age 0)
Channel Catfish (Age I)
Channel Catfish (Age 1)
Largemouth Bass (1.57)
Largemouth Bass (4")
Muskellunge (Fry)
Muskellunge (6)
Northern Pike (Fry)
Tiger Muskie (Fry)
-I‘t:_':.‘r Muskie (6)
“:IIHL'}:: ( Iy)
Walleve (57)
White Amur (4")
White Amur (8")

Subtotal

TOTAL

Number Weight (Ib)

- —

280 113 154.56]
57 . 806 J |

346,919 177.5

1,424 .250 712
1,444 108 9 966
427.174 30,955
02.04] 6.670)
1 .057.150 1.343
| 78,087 6.209
| .020,800 unknown
4 .60 102
5,500,000 unknown
413,735 unknown
26862 S50 H
142 .843. 225 unknown
140,183 4.24] |
27.740 23] |
17.636 3 527

154.617.591 64506 |

242.098

154,964,510

lowa has also negotiated trades involving species we have
in abundance for those we want to release in lowa. These

trades are as follows

Received from the state of Arkansas 200,000 white amur

fry.

Received from the state of Indiana 935,200 channel catfish

fingerling

Received from the state of 1llinois 330,000 channel catfish

Iy

Received from the state of Illinois 26,400 largemouth bass

fingerling

Received from the state of Kansas 735,000 largemoutl

bass fry

Received from the state of Nebraska 300,000 largemouth

bass fry

Received from the state of Texas 750,000 hybnd striped

bass fry

Shipped to the state of Illinois 7.5 quart of muskellunge

eggs (est. 174,000 fry)

CORRECTION:

In the February Conservation-
ist under the announcement of
the State Park Mascot Poster
Contest (page 14), the two
honorable mention prizes ap-
peared as $75 each. They
should have, however, ap-
peared as two %75 savings
bonds

TROUT STOCKING TO BEGIN

The first spring stocking of
catchable-size trout is sched-
uled to begin April | in north-
east lowa. According to lowa
Conservation Commission
fisheries officials, eight- to
ten-inch rainbow and brown
trout will be stocked 1n stream
sections where road and field
access conditions permit. Ac-
cess for the hatchery trucks
may be limited due to poor
road conditions; therefore, an-

glers may want to contact the
nearest trout hatchery.

For 24-hour trout stockin;
and stream condition informa
tion, anglers may call the
following trout hatcher)
numbers: Manchester Trou
Hatchery, Manchester, 317
027-5736: Decorah Trou
Hatchery, Decorah, 319/382
3315 }ilg Springs Trou
Hatchery, Elkader, 319/245
1699




Leaders in Conservation

Homer Calkins

Homer Calkins has been
involved in environmental
education and conservation
activities throughout his life
He grew up in the lowa Falls
community and became ac-
quainted with the unique
beauties of the lowa River
valley. He farmed for several
years and served during the
1950’s as an instructor in the
Agriculture Program for Vet-
erans. This perhaps had much
to do with his conviction that
education is a vital key to
conservation. His soil conser-
vation activities have been
numerous as exemplified by
4-H leadership, service as
Hardin County Soil District
Commissioner and involve-
ment in the Standard Soil Sur-
vey of Hardin County

[nvolved in scouting as a
boy, as an adult he successive-
ly was Cub Master, Explorer
Advisor, Neighborhood Com-
missioner and for over 20
years has been Merit Badge
Counselor to scouts in the
community,

During his 18 years of ser-

vice as Executive Director of

the Hardin County Conserva-
tion Board (retired 1976) Cal-
Kins became known and re-
spected for his dedication and
unsparing efforts to preserve
the fowa River Greenbelt.
Through his leadership a
Corps of Engineers dam
across the lowa River was
successtully halted. The
planned bisection of the

Greenbelt in Hardin County
by interstate highway 520 was
brought to a standstill (at least
to date) by an outstanding
public relations effort that
focused attention on the scen-
iIc, natural qualities of this
area.

During his tenure some
1,200 acres of land were
brought under the protection
of the Hardin County Conser
vation Board.

His environmental educa-
tion activities include: coordi
nation of summer programs
ammed at acquainting young-
sters (and especially the
underprivileged) with com
munity resources available n
county parks; concetving and
coordinating field days tor Sth
grade students in which
some 500 youngsters in Har-
din County are annually taken
to the Greenbelt for “hands
on”’ experience with water,
air, soil and wildlife; coordi-
nation of “Environmental
Quality in the 70’s,™ an adult
education course; coordina-
tion of senior citizen trips to
the Greenbelt; development
of a program on local radio
devoted to environmental ac-
nvities; and mmvolvement In
teacher training workshops
during two terms as Vice
Chairman of the lowa Conser-
vation Education Council

In 1976 Homer suffered a
very serious accident resulting
in injuries that mandated his
retirement. Physical vexa
tions, however, dimmed
neither his enthusiasm nor the
depth of his commitment

In 1981, Homer and Ruth
and their children donated
their family property consist-
ing of 76 acres of land, includ-
ing 51 acres of native timber
bordering the lowa River to
the Ellsworth College trustees
with the stipulation that it be
developed as the “Ellsworth
College Nature Area” and de-
voted to environmental edu-
cation for the whole commu-

nity. Charactenstically, Hom-
er, though technically retired
and physically disabled, has
been the single hardest work-
Ing member of the group asso-
ciated with the nature center.
The donation of the nature
area and Homer’s long-time
interest in practical, profes-
sional training has sparked the

development of a program for

conservation technicians at
Ellsworth College for stu-
dents who wish to work in the
conservanon area.
Organizational skills are
tested in any volunteer activ-
ity and again Homer has pro-
vided the “glue” to hold the
nature center together. With
heavier and heavier use, prob-
lems range from directing
volunteer clean up crews, to
creating Boy Scout projects:
from meeting with and occa-
sionally providing dinner for
visiting consultants, to coor-
dinating visits of busloads of
school children, fraternal
groups, clubs, and family
groups. Visitors from 37
states, 130 Iowa communi-
nes and 14 toreign countries
have signed the guest book at
what has affectionately been
dubbed “Calkins Campus. ™
A selt taught naturalist,
Homer has long since estab-
lished his expertise in respect
to native plants and flowers.
Some four years ago, with the
aid of his wite, Ruth (a regis-
tered nurse), and his daughter
Marilyn, he began rehabilitat-
ing orphaned or wounded
birds and animals. Last year
some 84 birds and animals
were brought in to their ani-
mal “hospital” and over 40%
were successfully returmed to
the wild. Others, including a
bald eagle and white pelican,
too severely injured to be suc-
cessfully released, have be-
come the nucleus of a hive
animal exhibit. In addition to
the time dedicated to hand
feeding, doctoring and caring
for his “patients,” Calkins has

4

begun a banding program for
his released birds

At his urging, the 22 acres
of cropland that form part of
the nature area have been con-
verted this season from stan
dard cultivation practices to a
minimum tillage program.
This, along with conservation
practices such as terracing,
contouring, grassed head-
lands and waterways, will
provide one of the few field
study areas where soil and
waler conservation practices
and the facihiies for basic na-
ture studies exist.

Homer 1s one of the least
parochial of natural scientists.
He captivates and excites a
class working on their science
project. He is totally at home
with a farmer donating grain
for his “rehab patents,” or a
fisherman bringing in carp or
suckers for the white pelican
or blue heron. He is equally at
ease and provocative as he
exchanges ideas with recog-
nized professionals and ex-
perts who visit the nature area.

This outstanding talent for
communicating an excitement
about nature to everyone
around him 1s the core of his
rapport with the public. In
addition to his daily role as
resident, unpaid naturalist and
caretaker (at age /2) of the
nature area, he contnbutes a
weekly column, “Naturally,”
for the local newspaper. Addi-
tional articles, pictures and
feature articles in a variety of
publications have amassed a
total of well over 2,000 inches
of news copy devoted to the
nature area and nature lore in
two years. Radio coverage
and a feature appearance on
public television further illus-
trate the tremendous talent
Homer has in spreading the
conservation message

Homer Calkins has magnif-
icent vision. He 1s a shining
example of leadership In
teaching environmental re-
sponsibility and fostering an
appreciation of the beauty and
worth of the natural world that
surrounds us
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Patricia Zaerr, record largemouth
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James Engle, record wiper
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Fred Daugs, record brown trout
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'_I,...‘l by B g [*a " 1
H. Hr .'.Ju rr H'H
Fishing 1s a sport that you can participate in throughout vour life and any hour of the
day. It can be done in streams, nvers, ponds or lakes
Have you ever looked at the fish you catch? What do they do? How do they eat? How
Y Lk can you tell one fish from another’
€ o | Iry the questions below, if you miss several you may have to go fishing in the near
. “ future and study the fish first hand
FISHQUIZ
|. Fish secure life-giving oxygen through then
a)fins b)gills ¢)nostnls  d) skin
2. Fish can automatically lift. lower. or remain stationary in the water by regulating the
s1ze of theu
WHITE adMi K Minimem =t |y 1 i 1 | i
. d) _:_’1I|- D) lungs <) stomach d) swim bladder
1OWA ALL-TIME RECORD FISH 3 Fish s chiet orean of locomotion 1s the
Vioa Lealh  WAStCoaa  Dose . a) caudal fin  b) pectoral fin  ¢) dorsal fin  d) pelvic fin
2= —— . i
BASS, LANLFMOUTH I’ i :"*]‘1 \[l';‘ TOINW 1L1 movement ]'1'1:- using '..“".'

a)anal fin  b)caudal tin  ¢)dorsal fin  d) pectora

and pelvic fins

BASS i AN STRIFLD

: 5. Fish can be aged by determining the number of
BASS SALALEMOLUTH " ) 1 " " " "
: a) 2l flaments h) rnnes on scales ¢ ) INnches 1N iengin d) teeth

BASS HiW & 1% 1

oy v . 6. How do fish get small items off their eills
BASS, WHITS ' | | a)cough b) scrape ) with tongue  d) other fish
BASS, WIPER Charactenstics that are not used to ace a fish

- o b Hive Vit Vngle . £
Itk Coriy a) O’ Dalis  b) spines  ¢) scales  d) eves
HASS, YELLOY .
ik - isl L R TH TR ¥ Wl T b Y " 5
“o 8. Characteristic that 1s least accurate mn dentifying fish
L Vauh Taatat i a)scales bhitins c¢)size  d) color
BILUEGILL _
b- 4 ' Covie P 9. What 1s the number of eges a bass will lav in a vear
i I =
TS a) 100 b)) 1.OOO <) 10000 d) 100 000
-ty : 10, The percentage of fish that will not survive in a farm pond in a normal year
CAip : a)S b40 )60 d)90
LI T & iw il b e il §ia
CATFISH, BLL) : ki 11. The HI'I!T'«. SCnuine fish in this STOoup 1s the
ol ' Slrerdmeatis ol Bl a) devilfish b) shellfish  c¢) starfish  d) sunfish
CATHFISH, L HANNED
M o - . 12. A SPECICS introduced in the 1890°s from | urope

ATHFISH., FIL ATHEAL ;
oy i — 5 Ruger Fairhikd d) carp b) lake trout C) sturgeon d) white bass
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Warden’s Diary

By Jerry Hoilien

The phone rang early in the moming
as usual, “Hey, Warden. Whatr are vou
ooing to do abowr all those untaeeed
commercial fishing nets in the river?”
That's a cheerful way to start out your
day.

“What are you talking about?” |
asked him. “"How do you know they re
untagged and where are they?"”

“I'll show you this morming, if vou'll
getout of bed!™ he said. This guy I could
get to dislike, but I made arrangements
0 meet hum at the boat harbor in an hour
He didnt look anymore agreeable than
he sounded on the phone, as we started
out on the nver in my boat. He was going
10 have to prove this to me. I'd spent a lot
of ime checking commercial fishing
gear in the Fort Madison area and | never
tound a lor of untagged (unlicensed)
nets

All commercial fishing gear is re-
quired to have a metal license tag at-
tached to 1t so the officer knows the
owner's name and whether the license
hias been bought for that year, Commer-
cial fishing 1s a big business in Towa, but
I's hard work and you don’t get rich at it.
Commercial fishermen can only take
Certain species, like carp. buffalo, gqull
back, gar, sheephead, dogfish and cat-
fish (which have a minimum size limit).
They can use a variety of nets. but all are
regulated as 1o size and type. In addition,
‘.hf} must report their catch in pnumh (8
the commission. It's all pretty well re-
gulated and most commercial fishermen
doa good job

The gentleman | met this mormning was
directing me up the rniver and telling me
that he always tags his nets and was
looking for a lost net when he found all
these without tags. If he was going to
buy licenses so was everyone else. |
couldn’t argue with that! “Keep going,”
he said, “they're way over there!”

“Hey - that's Illinois over there,” |
tried to explain. Sure ['ve got authority
Irom bank to bank, but I'm busy enough
on the lowa side, and I leave that side to
the Illinois warden. That explanation
wouldn’t do, we had to check out his
accusations. Sure enough, the first three
Or four nets were untagged. “I'll contact
the Mlinois warden, Jim Twitchell and
we Il go to work on it,” | promised

[ called Jim, and his supervisor Clyde
Wheeler, plus a couple other wardens

“Can you bring your big john-boal

lerry?” Jim asked. “It's bigger than any
of ours. "

I'hey met me the next moming and by
noon they ptled my boat so full of
untagged boxes and nets | was con
cemed about crossing the main channel
“Let’s just park the boats and gear under
the bndge on our side said Clyde
“We'll dnve over to Fort Madison and
[l hll} JL‘IT}. 'S lunch. This i1s the hi:_’:;.‘l.“\l
haul we ve ever gotten, "

I had my doubts about leaving the nets
and gear there, but we all piled in the cars
and went to lunch. Lunch was good, but
not as good as what happened while we
were gone. The local commercial isher-
men “hberated™ all their nets and traps
leaving us one old anchor and the gear
that actually belonged o us

Clyde, Jim and the rest of the lllinois
crew were a httle upset, but when 1
started to laugh they couldn't help but
orin and laugh, too. | talked with the
original caller several weeks later, he
said he didn’t know what I'd done, but |
sure must have put the feéar into ‘em,
'cause they sure got a lot ol shiny new
tags over there now!

Such 1s lite

Butch’s Baked Fish

The owner of the fishing tloat just
below Lock and Dam 9 near Harpers
Ferry, let me in on his baked fish recipe

Use a 9 X 13 glass oven-proof pan
Cover the botom with hinely minced
onton and lay in a few fresh sage leaves
If vou don’t have fresh sage, omit
Sprinkle walleye fillets with Cavender's
Greek .‘ic;iwmny (thicker fillets are
best). Lay fillets in pan. Sprinkle with
paprika and dot fillets with butter. Pour a
dry white wine approximately 'z inch
deep in the pan. Place in a hot oven
(4757) and bake until fish tlakes. Do not
over cook, Drain juices into small sauce
pan. Thicken with one tablespoon com
starch dissolved in four tablespoons wa-
ter. Pour over fillets in pan and place
under brotler until 1t just begins to
brown.

Battered Fish and larter Sauce

For those who like battered fish,
Butch's wife suggests this recipe

| cup flour

I T baking powdes

Va1 salt

3T salad ol

1 C cold water

Vs C finely minced green onion
(optional)

Stir dry ingredients together. Add oil,
stirring until it forms a ball. Add water
gradually, beating until thick batter
forms. Stir in minced green omons. Dip
pieces of fish that have been dned well
on toweling. Lower into deep fat, trying
until golden brown. Serve with
homemade tarter sauce

| C mayonnaise (not salad dressing)

| T De Jon style mustard

1 t lemon juice

Vs C finely minced pickles or Vs C

pickle relish

2T finely minced onion (optional)
Stir together.
No wonder he runs a fishing tloat

m— m—
wem———— |
o I ¥
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Jerry Hoilien, lowa Conservation Of-
ficer assigned to Allamakee County, re
cently received special recognition from
the Association of Midwest Fish and
Game Law Enforcement Officers for his
outstanding contributions to wildlife law
enforcement. Jerry has been instrumen
tal in developing techniques designed to
aid conservation officers during invest
gations of poaching activity,

Jerry has, on several occasions,
traveled great distances on his own time
and at his own expense in order to share
his research findings with wildlife en
forcement personnel of other states and
Canada. For a number of varied reasons,
Jerry Hoilien has become a well recog-
nized conservation officer. Through
the Midwest, he 1s recognized for his
efforts towards wildlife enforcement re-
search. Throughout the state of lowa, he
1S known for his contnibutions to the
Warden's Diary. Throughout Allamakee
County, he 1s undoubtedly recognized by
many for his conservation officer re
sponsibilities. Regardless of the role, he
consistently demonstrates the same de
gree of dedication to duty
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Ospreys, known by the Latin name
Pandion haliaetus, are among the
most stately of the birds of prey
[hey are a nch, chocolate brown,
with a mostly white head, and
achieve a length ot about two feet
Their food is almost exclusively
tich. which they capture by plung
in  the water feet first. They

Nature Tale for Kids

Yandio — The Wandering Osprey

are often known by the common
name fish hawk. Ospreys are about

two feet long, with a wingspan of

up to six feet, yet they weigh only
about three to four pounds. Numer
ous ospreys pass through lowa n
the spring and fall, but there are no
verified records of them ever hav
ing nested in our state. They nest in

f"-: JJI;;": 1! f{};r,-l-.“

\ Hiwsoranion by Réx Her

northern Minnesota, near large
bodies of water. That 1s where our
story hcgma.

e o o |
Some of the most peaceful country 11§ |

North America 1S 1n the lake country 0!

northern Minnesota. There, on the shore J




of ficional Lake Isle de Flambe, was a
huge mass of sticks in the top of a dead
red pine. Natives had watched family
after family of ospreys leave this nest
and the site had become locally famous
Occasionally people would watch from a
distant road as the parents plunged into
the clear water in the quest of fish for the
youngsters in the nest. It was news early
each spring in the nearby small town
when the old birds showed up and began
to repair the ancient nest. Fishermen
would occasionally jest about the birds
taking all of their fish, but they knew that
no real damage was done by the osprey
family. One spring, like every spring for
as long as the natives could remember,
youngsters could be seen bobbing
ground 1n the nest in early June. This
spring, two yvoung were visible in the
huge stick nest by the large lake in the
peaceful pine woods of Minnesota. The
parents were proud; the natives were
proud; all was well

Usually one of the nestmates of large
raptors 1S more agressive than the other:;
this was the case in the nest by Lake Isle
de Flambe. Pandio was the aggressive
one, peering over the edge of the nest,
hopping to the nest edge and wing
flapping while the other was content to
Sit on the nest-bottom and watch, A
sudden gust of wind caught the young
iemale osprey off balance and she went
tumbling to the soft earth on the
lakeshore below. Stunned but unhurt,
she soon regained her composure and
began to make a peeping noise. This got
the attention of her parents who fed her
for several days. It also got the attention
of two fishermen. Afraid the young bird
would starve, they threw a coat over her
and carried her to the small town where
they took her to a tavern. She was an
immediate hit with the townsfolk who
tlocked to get a close look at their fish
hawk. People tried to feed her hamburg-
€r, bread, dog food and celery; people
tried to pet her; people offered all kinds
of advice. She hated all of this and
refused to eat anything; soon word
spread to a nearby high school, then on
10-a distant college. A biology professor
came immediately and took her to his
laboratory where the bird was fed fish,
checked for injury and banded. A bander
Who specialized in banding eagles was
Contacted and, with special climbing
Eear, ook the young osprey back to £hr_
huge nest on the shore of Lake Isle de
Flambe; again all was well and Pandio
was much wiser,

Pandio and her nestmate fledged and
the natives watched the young birds
leam to fish throughout the summer

Suddenly, in late summer, the lake was
vacant; the natives settled down to wait
tor the birds’ return the next spring

Pandio and her family gradually
worked their way south, following
streams through southem Minnesota into
lowa, stopping to fish every day The
family gradually got separated and now
Pandio was completely on her own. This
was a bit unnerving, but in a few days
she was enjoying her independence. She
stayed for a week around a lake in
eastern lowa and was a hit with the
townsfolk who drove to the lake to watch
her hover over the water and plunge n to
capture a fish, T'he weather tumed sud
denly cold and Pandio again resumed her
southward migration. A week was spent
at the Lake of the Ozarks, where she
learned a useful lesson about fishing
she plunged into the water and grabbed a
huge pike. Her talons were imbedded
and the fish was too heavy to lift; when
the fish dove, Pandio was drug beneath
the water. Her talons finally loosened
and she struggled to the surface where
she lay with wings outspread on the
water, gasping and coughing. She finally
recovered enough to laboriously struggle
to the shore where she sat on a stump and
glared out over the lake, wondering what
went wrong. A day of recuperating re-
stored her enthusiasm for fishing and she
fed on several small fish from shallow
water near the shore

Pandio kept giving n to the urge to
move farther south, so Lowsiana be
came her fishing ground for two weeks,
but the urge n her caused a southward
flight that took her to a large swamp in
Flonda, where she spent a pleasant win-
ter with a half dozen young ospreys from
Chesapeake Bay

e & o

In mid-March, the changing day-
length caused her to again succumb to
the migration urge. Although ospreys do
not mate and nest the first year, she ftelt
the instinctual urge to migrate and she
followed the Chesapeake Bay birds
north. Gradually the landscape changed
and began to resemble the cool north
woods of her babyhood and she telt at
home. So, she spent the summer on the
shore of Chesapeake Bay, fishing, perch-
ing in the warm sun, and avoiding the
nesting ospreys who considered her an
intruder. Fish were plentiful, the bay was
peaceful, life was good. Late that sum
mer she began 1o molt, losing her imma-
ture plumage. By the time she amved in
Florida for the winter, she had a rich,
beautiful coat of feathers charactenstic

of an adult bird. She retumed to the same
swamp where she had so enjoyed life the
previous winter. T'his year there were
several rather evil-tempered bald eagles
on the swamp so she took refuge in a
cove that she shared with an osprey from
North Carolina

The following spring she again mi-
grated northward and arrived at
Chesapeake Bay in late April and began
to patrol the lakeshore. Her fishing skills
were superb, she was large for an osprey,
and ready to build her first nest, select
her first mate, raise her first family — all
here on the famous Chesapeake Bay.
But, it was not to be. She hadn’t reck-
oned with hurricane Bella, now starting
to batter the east seacoast. A day later,
the hurnicane was at full force, toppling
trees, eroding the lake shore, inundating
the coastline. Pandio was perched in
what seemed to be a safe spot in a cove in
a huge pine tree. But, the winds buffeted
the tree tor several hours, weakening it,
finally toppling it. Pandio escaped and
began to fight the fierce winds. It was a
losing battle and she was carmed aloft
and inland by the hurncane. When the
winds subsided to a point where she
could control her flight again, 1t was
night. She finally crashlanded in a scrub
forest many miles from her home. Dis-
oriented, stunned and in an unfamiliar
country, she began to search the country-
side for some familiar guidepost, She
found none, but something told her to
start flying in a southern and westward
direction. Soon she found a lake and fed,
then on to her undefined destination.

Slowly, the countryside began to be-
come familiar. She wandered steadily for
two days, stopping only to rest at night
and fish in the lakes which were becom-
ing more and more numerous. Suddenly,
the landscape became very familiar.
There! There it was...the giant red pine
with the huge cluster of sticks, there was
the small town with the tavern where she
was on display, there were her parents!
She was back at the lake of her birth.
Lake Isle de Flambe! She didn’t recog-
nize her parents and they didn’t recog-
nize her, so they flew out to challenge her
when she came into their territory. She
left readily and headed up the lake to a
quiet cove where she found a handsome
maﬂe osprey that had already established

a termtory and started to repair a nest.
Pandm followed her instincts and be gan
the unfamiliar placing of sticks to hann
the nest where she placed three buff-
colored eggs with chocolate markings.
With that done, she began the long
incubation a new generation of fish
hawks was on the way.




Tom Putnam

Are manufacturers’ claims
about commercial fish scents
factual or just so much
hype? A growing number of
anglers believe the products
really do work.

Tom Putnam

Fish Formula, Dr. Juice Elixir. Pro

Formula...these names are becoming
familiar terminology as the “chemical
revolution” invades the fishing tackle
industry. But do these additives work in
helping to fool a fish to strike a lure?
And, if so, are thev worth the added
expense’

It has long been common knowledee
in the angling world that some fish
species have an acute sense of smell
Research has shown, for instance, that g
salmon 1s capable of distinguishing its
stream of ongin by the i'htIﬂL ular smeli
of that stream. Even after several vears

Do Fish)

absence, spawning salmon are able |
retrace the journey to the site where thes
were first hatched or stocked

smell 1s also important to members of
the catfish family. The old timer cal
fisherman doesn't need any research to
convince him that, at certain times of th
vear, the stronger the bait smells. the
better his catfishing will be. The ol
tellow has leammed through trial and eno
that using smelly bait dunng the summes
can draw cathish like a magnet

Most other treshwater fish also use the
sense of smell at some point during
approach to a suspected meal. Water &
drawn into the forward nare of each
nostril into an oltactory chamber, acnos
the olfactory organ and expelled fron
the postenior nare. The olfactory orga
made up ol millions of rec cplor cells
able to distinguish dozens of odors
I'hese odors help to determune whetlier
or not a tish will strike

Use of the sense of smell in predators
such as bass, walleye and northern pike,
usually takes place after the fish has
already located its prey. Predators usc
sensory nerve endings located along the
lateral line to pick up vibrations given ot
hj. movement of a pulfntml (arget The
direction to the prey, its size and Shape
can be detected in this way. Predators
also use a keen sense of heanng 1O heip
locate food. Sound transmits better 1
water than in air and these vibrations 4I€
carmed through the bones of the head 10
the fish’s mner ear, As the approach 10 4
prey begins, the sense of sight comes
into play. In turbid water conditions, &
can often be found in lowa, sigh
hampered and the sense of smell b¢
comes more important, L‘HPL‘L'NHT" i
close range.

Tackle manufacturers have, for years. b
attempted to deceive fish into SHIKINE
by making lures mimicking the shape
s1iz¢ and color of thewr favornle food
Lures have been made that rattle in an
attempt o draw fish from farther dis
tances to the lure. Baits have been i
pregnated with masking scents o COVE

| ™~

human and gasoline odors left on & jure
while handling. Ardent bass anglers

o "
have suspected the presence 0l these

- - ]
odors decreased their fishing SUCCESs: h}
combat the problem, Rod Kent. an dve



Scents Make Sense?. ...

yass angler from Des Moines, mixed up
y concoction of oil of anise and lake
water. Kent oniginally used this mixture
o wash his hands prior to handling live
yait. When he got more into bass fishing,
i began to dip his lures into a ja
-ontaining about one pint of lake water
nd one capful of anise oil. The amse
was obtained at a local pharmacy. Says
Kent, “It's a confidence factor. The
anise oil helps take away the human
scent and gives me extra confidence thal
the lure on the end of my line will work

Recently, commercial fish-attracting
scents have become commonplace on
the shelves of Hi“‘buﬂil‘ig E:Hi.'h.lk SLOTES
Several brands are now avallable and
some can be purchased in different
formulations depending on the species
fished for. Fish Formula, tor instance,
comes in No. [ for catfish, No. IT tor
gamefish such as bass, crappie, bluegill
and walleye; Crawfish, to attract game
fish feeding on crawfish; Shad tor game-
fish when feeding on shad; and Salrwa
ter. Each formulation. when sprayed on
a lure or bait, reportedly gives off amino
acids that resemble those emitied by the
gamefish’s natural food

Another concoction, only recently
introduced to Des Moines. 1s Pro
Formula. This product consists of a
waxy substance, a colloidal suspension,
that clings to the lure. This suspension
reportedly produces chemical signals
called pheromones which, when coming
In contact with a fish’'s hypothalamus
gland, stimulate its hunger center to
strike almost immediately

A third commercial scent, untl re
cently used mainly on Lake Superior and
the West Coast, is Dr, Juice's Amazing
Elixir. This formulation reportedly com-
bines both amino acids and pheromones
(o attract the fish and induce it to strike.
I'he product is advertised as responsible
lor setting a state salmon record in
Minnesota and winning several fishing
contests on Lake Superior

A scent made especially for soft plas-
tuc lures is Mister Twister's Poc'it Po-
fion. This product is advertized as mak-
INg lures more attractive to fish resulting
‘N more strikes more often. Another
l€ature is a conditioner contained in the
scent helping to soften plastic lures

No matter which product you pick
many fishermen swear by them. Woody
Clapham, a bass tournament angler from
Ankeny, for instance, is convinced Fish
Formula gives him the angling edge
“I"'ve consistently outfished my partne
in the boat when I used the formula and
he didn't. Then I'd trade and let him use
it, and he'd outfish me!”

Are the fish scents really worth the
purchase price” If fish are biting like
crazy, probably not. But it they are
acting finnicky and you are not gel
ting many hard strikes, one of these
concoctions might just be what's needed
to put them in a feeding frenzy. At any
rate, there is only one way to convince
yourself

{:.l.. Margeck

Tom Putnam is a fisheries biologist
located at Boone. He has been with the
commission for 14 years and holds a
B.S. degree from lowa State University.




By Jim Wah!

“One period when fish
congregate is during
spawning. Anglers who
understand the specific
spawning requirements
of individual species
can use that knowledge
to increase their fishing
success.”

Jim Wahl is a fisheries biologist located

at Clear Lake. He has been with the
commuission for three years. He has an
M.S. degree from South Dakota State
University.

Knowledge of fish behavior can pro-
vide valuable information to anglers
Frequently fish will locate within a
particular habitat type during a specific
time of year. One period when fish
congregate 1S dunng spawning. Anglers
who understand the specific spawning
requirements of individual species can
use that knowledge to increase their
fishing success

[iming of the spawning period is
activated by two key factors — water
temperature and length of day. Once
these critena are met, each species will
select the appropnate habitat

lowa sport fish utilize two distinct
spawning methods — nest building and
random scattering of eggs. Nest builders
provide some form of parental care
Frequently these fish will strike at an
artificial lure or bait in defense of their
nest or young. Although random spawn-
ers exhibit no parental care, they will
concentrate 1n specific areas for an ex
tended period, which also increases their
catchability

Timing of Spawning

Immediately following ice-out, north-
emn pike begin moving into their spawn-
Ing grounds. As water temperatures ap

Fishing the Spawn

proach the high 30's spawning will begin
and continue until water temperatures
reach 45° E Northern pike are random
spawners and prefer to spawn over vege- .
tation. In lakes, northems will move
into small inlet streams in search of
tflooded grassy areas or other marshy
conditions, River populations will utilize
similar habitat in flooded backwaters or
adjoining marshes

Walleyes begin spawning shortly after
northern pike, when water temperatures
range from 42° to 50° E Walleyes are
also random spawners, but unlike north-
emns, they prefer to spawn over rocky
reefs, sand or gravel areas. Because
male fish move into spawning grounds
earlier and exhibit a tendency to stay
longer, they generally dominate the an-
gler’s creel. In lowa lakes, walleye
populations are maintained through in-
tensive stocking programs. Under these
conditions fishermen will not harm the
walleye population by taking females,
however many fishermen prefer to re-
lease these potential trophy fish for
another day. Walleyes and northemn pike
are protected dunng the spawning s€d
son (February 15 to the first weekend 1n
May) in Spirit, East Okoboji and Wesl
Okoboji Lakes in order to prevent In-

SPAWNING REQUIREMENTS OF POPULAR SPORT FISH IN IOWA

e ———

WATER
SPECIES TIME TEMP. °F SUBSTRATE TYPE
Northern Pike late March- 39-45  over vegetation random
early April
Walleye late March- 42-50  gravel, rock, occasionally  random
mid April vegetation
Smallmouth Bass  May 60-65  coarse sand, gravel, or rock nest
Crappie May 60-68  gravel, sand, or muck nest
Largemouth Bass  May-June 60-70  sand or mud, near nest
vegetation
Bluegill June-early 65- sand or gravel nest
August
Channel Cattish July 70-80  hollow cavity type objects cavity

or banks
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Crappie fishing (top) is best in May when they
congregate around shallow brush to spawn. Bluegill
nests (left) are sure bets during the spawning season,
Male bluegills puard the nests and will take small

poppers, flies or worms.




Fishing the Spawn continued

terference with hatchery brood stock
collections.

As the calendar year progresses the
next fish to spawn are smallmouth bass
and crappies. Both species generally
spawn sometime duning May. Small
mouth will spawn at water temperatures
ranging from 60" to 65° E Bass construct
nests over coarse sand, gravel or rock
bottoms. In nvers, smallies will fre-
quently move into the smaller tributary
streams to select a nesting site. During
the spawn, adult fish will zealously
guard the nest, making them vulnerable
to fishermen. Because smallmouth
populations are self-sustaining, anglers
may wish to release adult female fish

Crappies spawn at water temperatures
ranging from 60° to 68 E Nests are
constructed over gravel, sand or even
muck in shallow water. Frequently
spawning will take place near vegeta
tion, so look for areas of emerging
vegetation such as bulrush or cattails
Like other members of the sunfish fam-
ily, males guard the nest and can be
easily enticed with artificial baits

The final spring spawner in lowa 1s
the largemouth bass. Largemouth gener-
ally spawn during May and early June
when water temperatures range from 60
to 70° E Although largemouth construct
nests, they are generally much less
elaborate than those of smallmouth bass
and are located over a softer bottom. Ole

Male w. Teves, although smaller than females, are particularly aggressive during the

spawnin SO

bucketmouth frequently deposits her
eggs on rootlets of submerged vegeta-
tion, emergent plants, or sand and mud
bottoms

The warmer and longer days of sum-
mer tngger the spawning of bluegill and
channel catfish, the last sport fish to
spawn, Bluegills reproduce over a con-
siderable period of time beginning in
June and often extending into early Au
gust, when water 1s 65° to 75" E Males
construct nests in very shallow water
over sand or gravel substrates. Large
stringers of bluegill are trequently taken
each year trom these spawning beds

Channel cattish spawn in July at water
temperatures ranging from 70 to 80" F
Natural reproduction in lowa lakes 1s
very himited; however, stream popula
tions are self-perpetuating. Catfish are
selective in their breeding habits, de
positing their eggs within hidden cavi-
tics. These areas include overhanging
rock ledges, deeply undercut banks, hol
low logs, underwater muskrat runs, tile
and other objects. Cathish protecting
these hollow hideouts are particularly
vulnerable to fishermen

Anglers can help themselves by keep
ing a diary of their fishing trips. Simple
documentation of date, water tempera-
ture noting bottom substrate and loca-
tion, can greatly aid in fishing the spawn
and ensunng successful trips in future
vears

uoteyo f woy

One of lowa’s most valuable and
treasured resources 1s its abundance of
small rivers and streams. Nearly every
town or municipality in the state has a
meandering stream. either running
through it, or passing nearby. Most of
these nvers have been dammed to some
extent and while dams may range from
antiquated fishing weirs to major flood
control projects; most fall somewhere In
between, and are called low-head dams
By definition, a low-head dam must be
less than 30 feet high.

The first dams in lowa were built to
provide power for mulls and most 0
these were built in the eastern two thirds
of the state where streams tend to have a
greater slope and a correspondingly
higher average velocity. These dams are
particularly common in the extreme
northeast cormer of lowa. Often built of
logs, stone and brush, mill dams are
characterized by high quality construc
tion. Many of these structures are still
intact, while dams built 1In a more
haphazard manner, consisting of piles ol
rock or rubble, are in varying stages Ol
disrepair. In the early twentieth century
more permanent dams, used to produce
small amounts of electrnicity, were con-
structed with reinforced concrete and
steel. No matter what the intended pur-
pose, these dams and their impound-
ments and tailwaters have acted as a
magnet for fish and fishermen alike.
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Every dam, regardless of size, forms
two distinct fishable bodies of water, an
impoundment and a tailwater. The im-
poundment 1s usually characterized by
increased depth, a severely curtailed
flow, and a correspondingly high deposi-
tion of silt, The tailwater is character
ized by greater current velocity and a
well-scoured bottom. This area. except
lor a substantial hole at the base of the
dam spillway, also tends to be much
shallower than the impoundment

Immediately after ice-out, the taillwa-
i€rs will provide the finest river walleye
fishing of the year. In fact. in rivers with
very small walleye populations, this pe-
fod may provide the only walleye fish-
ing of the year. Any dam that hinders fish
movement will concentrate walleyes in
early spring.

Areas to fish first and hardest are
backwash areas just off the tailwater. A
backwash is any area where the current
reverses itself and gouges an indentation
in the bank and bottom. The most pro-
ductive holes are just off the tailwater
where walleye rest and feed. Cast into
those areas where the current changes
direction; that’s where the actively feed-
Ing fish are usually positioned. The best
lure to use is a brightly colored leadhead
JIg tipped with a minnow. A favorite trick
of early season walleye fishermen is to
m most of the feathers or hair from the
lure so it will not be affected by current.

Removing this excess matenal can also
keep you from missing some bites by
short striking walleye. The key to early
season walleye fishing 1s to move the
lure slowly. In cold water a walleye may
not actively pursue a lure and often will
barely move from its original position to
capture its prey. Food must be properly
presented, by either the current or the
fisherman, betore a response reaction 1s
triggered. Another deadly method 1s to
use a large minnow and fish it on the
bottom

During the summer months you may
catch walleye in the impoundment. Not
every impoundment will draw and hold
walleyes: it must have a moderate
amount of rock along the shoreline and
bottom. Extremely silty or stagnant wa-
ter will restrict walleye use. During the
summer, lure speed 1s not as critical and
various speeds and types of retrieves
should be tried. Spinners, twister tails,
nightcrawlers and many minnow-
imitating lures are good for walleyes
under summer conditions.

Fishing opportunities for channel cat-
fish begin shortly after ice-out, and are
usually centered on the impoundment
side of the dam. There is a surge of good
catfish angling at this time because these
fish are feeding on water-killed organ-
isms. This habit can be exploited by
using the readily available bait items
picked up on the river shoreline. Shad

A low-head dam is not only a productive

place to fish but is also a beautiful spot
to spend some time.

and carp sides, dead minnows and fish
entrails are excellent choices for the
early season catfisherman.

In the summer months, excellent cat-
fish angling exists in the tailwater. Fish-
ing the tailwater can be especially effec-
tive at night, when catfish move out of
the deeper holes to feed in the shallower
more productive water

Smallmouth bass can be taken in both
the tailwater and impoundment of a low-
head dam. This gamefish requires a
moderate amount of rock to inhabit an
area for any length of time. The rocks
harbor prey species and serve as a resting
location for the smallmouth. Small-
mouth fishing does not begin in earnest
until early May. Through the first month
of fishing a leadhead tipped with a
minnow or a minnow and bobber are the
most effective baits. Later in the season
spinners, twister tails, or live crayfish
will catch fish. Fishermen should be
aware of the twelve-inch minimum
length limit on smallmouth bass on all
inland streams and nivers

Another fish that can be taken in the
early spring near the tailwater 1s the
northern pike. They should be sought in
backwashes similar to, but further down-
stream, than those fished for walleye.
Any marsh backwater areas connected to
the tailwater are especially productive
areas during early spring. The best bait is
a creek chub or small sucker. Since
northerns have a mouthful of sharp teeth,
don’t forget to use a metal leader. Spoons
and spinners are excellent lures during
warmwater months. Fish these back-
washes systematically, trying all areas of
the hole or backwater.

Regardless of the species or time of
year a low-head dam 1s indeed a worth-
while spot to fish!

Don Herrig is a fisheries technician
located at Lake View. He has been with
the commission for six years and holds
a B.S. degree from lowa State Uni-
versity.




Walleyes |

By John Pitlo, Jr.

For the last two years, fisheries biolo-
gists on the Mississippt River have been
following the movements of radio-
tagged walleyes. Radio transmitters
were surgically placed in the body cavity
of the fish caught from the river. The fish
were then released back to the river near
the same area they were captured

The tiny radios transmit radio waves
that allow a tracker to pin-point the
location of the fish. These locations or
observations are made with the aid of a
small radio receiver and antenna. Loca-
tions indicate the type of habitat the fish
is using and how the fish responds to
changing environmental conditions such
as current flows, light and water temper-
ature. These tracking techmques, called
telemetry, help the biologist understand
daily and seasonal fish movements, de-
termine fish swimming speeds and dis-
tances fish move. More sophisticated
transmitters also indicate the water tem-
perature near the fish, the fish’s heart rate
and the rate of gill movements

alleyes are tracked with the aid of a
large antenna mounted on a telescopic
pole on the boat. The large antenna
shows locations of the fish at greater
distances. If the fish is in six feet of water
or less, the tiny radio transmitter can be
heard one mile away. Deep water severe-
ly limits the transmission distance and if
the fish is in 30 feet of water the observer
will need to be within one-quarter mile
of the fish to pick up the signal. This
presents little problem in an open lake
but the Mississippi River is a different
story. The pool 1s 30 miles long and up
to two miles wide, with side channels
and 1slands interlaced with numerous
sloughs and backwater lakes. Under

Keeping track of “bugged” walleyes
helps biologists understand seasonal
movements of fish, and ultimately helps
angle: s catch them.

John Pitle, Jr.

John Pitlo, Jr.

these conditions location of a radio
tagged fish can be hike looking for the
proverbial needle 1n a haystack

Because of the large antenna, many
fishermen come up and ask what televi

sion program is on. | usually tell then
“As the World Tumns,” before telling
them our even more exciting story o
“Bugging Mississippi River Walleye.
I've had fishermen ask if | can see am

re “Bugged”
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fish with that sophisticated underwater
sonar. | usually let them carry on a little
before telling them it’s a radio antenna
used to follow large fish. and that there 1s
a five-pound walleye under their boat
The usual response 1s to stop the kidding
and get back to some serious fishing
rather quickly.

During the second week of the project
while tracking fish in the tailwater area
of Lock and Dam 12, a signal was
detected from shore. The tracking boat
was beached and I methodically tracked
the signal into a restaurant owned by the
local bait shop operator. I accused him
of having one of the transmitters and
wanted to know how he obtained it.
Imagine my embarrassment when |
leammed that the “fish™ was actually a
scanner that emitted a signal on the same
frequency as one of the tagged walleye

The telemetry project on the Missis-
sippt River provided some excellent and
valuable information about walleye. Ex-
act spawning locations for walleye were
unknown before the telemetry project,
but now we know of two spawning sites
in Pool 13. These sites can be protected
from future development and, knowing
the physical characteristics of those

sites, other pools can be searched to
locate additional spawning areas

Walleye movement information
shows that these fish move into tailwater
areas 1n late winter and stay through the
latter part of April. Some move through
the lock and dam system into the next
pool upstream. Once spawning is com-
pleted, the majority of the fish move
back downstream into areas protected
from river currents. This 15 a period of
recuperation and fish are found primanly
in backwater lakes and flooded timber.

As summer begins and water levels
drop, walleyes move back to the main
channel and can be found on wing and
closing dams. This 1s one of the best
times of the year to catch them. The fish
are hungry and concentrated on or near
the dam. Walleyes will stay in wing dam
areas into the fall period. In the late fall
and early winter, they move to deepe:
water, primarily the main channel border
areas and the deep holes behind wing
dams. If higher river stages occur during
any of the above mentioned penods,
walleyes are forced into flooded timber
of side channels. Fishing when they are
widely scattered 1s difficuit or nearly
impossible.

Some of the oddities we have leared
or that happened during the study are as
follows:

One fish that was tagged in Septem-
ber, 1982 was caught by a fisherman in
October, 1984. The fish camed the
transmutter over two years and provided
us with 350 days of tracking information
before the battery died

A fish that was tagged in October and
tracked through March suddenly disap-
peared. The entire pool was searched
and several airplane flights were made
but the fish was not found. On May 30 of
the same year, the fish was relocated in
the general area from which 1t disap-
peared. We assumed the fish made a
spawning movement to an unknown
locauon and then retumed to its home
area.

During the spawning period, walleyes
are capable of rapid, long distance up-
stream movements and can go from
Lockand Dam 12to Lockand Dam 11 (a
distance of 26 miles) in two days. During
periods of recuperation, immediately
after the spawning period, fish have
stayed in one spot for two weeks. We
actually thought one fish had died be-
cause of lack of movement.

A fish that was tagged in October and
tracked for a week suddenly disap-
peared. The following summer the trans-
mitter was returned. The fish had been
caught by an angler in Pool 10, The fish
had gone through three locks and dams
and although Pool 10 had been searched,
the fish was never relocated.

Several fish died from unknown
causes after having been at large over
200 days. When this happened, attempts
were made to retrieve the transmitter.
Every time a transmitter was recovered,
it was buried under 4 to 6 inches of muck
and sand.

One incident which was not funny at
the time but provided a good laugh later
occurred when we were flying a small
airplane looking for lost fish. I had asked
the pilot to fly over the main channel and
maintain an altitude of 3200-3500 feet.
After about an hour of flying, I noticed
we were banking away from the main
channel. Turning to the pilot to say
something, I discovered him catching 40
winks. Needless to say, he awakened
quickly. In retrospect, it didn't frighten
me too much — [ figured anyone that
relaxed must have a tremendous amount
of confidence.

John Pitlo is a fisheries research biolo-
gist located at Bellevue. He holdsa B .S.
degree and an M.S. degree from lowa
State and has been with the commission
for six years.
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By Robert Middendorf

Fish are too good a tood supply and
100 precious a resource to be wasted
because of some improper care before
eating. Fish are delicious and nutritious.
but have a delicate flavor that will be lost
if you ignore a few basic rules that will
keep them firm and fresh. Their soft
flesh will deteniorate rapidly after being
caught, so proper care begins immed
ately. Primary culpnts robbing fish of
flavor are heat and dryness.

During warm weather angling trips,
under no circumstances should fish be
tossed in the bottom of a boat or on bank
o die in the sun. Keep your catch alive or
cold. Methods for keeping fish alive or
cold will depend on individual angler
preference and fishing conditions

The most convenient and widely used
gear for containing fish, while angling.
are collapsible wire baskets and string-
ers. Collapsible baskets are ideal for
panfish and other small species. Han-
dling is kept to a minimum and fish are
dllowed to swim freely in the basket.
Locate the baskets in a shaded area and
avoid crowding of fish

A majonity of anglers use stringers to
keep their catch. Far too often fish die on
stringers and are rendered either unsuit-
able for eating or at least in poor condi-
tion by the end of a fishing trip. Do not
hook the fish through the gills and
mouth. This will cause sure death in a
short time by damaging the gills, and
forcing the mouth open will cause
drowning. Recommended hooking is by
using safety-pin stringers which have
clasps that swivel to prevent fish from
twisting off; rope stringers should be
avoided. Arttach the fish through the thin
membrane just behind the lower lip or
through both lips. This will permit clos-
ing of the mouth and allows gills to
EXtract oxygen.

Many boats are now equipped for
holding fish in water circulation or
aerated live-wells. Like the use of wire
baskets 1t is best to limit numbers of fish
being held.

For all types of devices that hold fish
In water it 1s a good policy to check the
catch often. Dead fish will spoil rapidly
in the water and the slower a fish dies the
faster their flesh will deteriorate after
death. If your fish die look for the
following signs to determine if the flesh
1s still fresh:

Full, clear and bright eyes

Bright red gills that are free of slime
Firm flesh

Moist flesh, free of discoloration

Ron Johnson

For weak or dying fish 1t 1s best to kill,
gut and put them on ice at once. Consci-
entious anglers make sure their catch
gets home n a good fresh condition by
carrying ice filled chests with them. The
fish are field dressed by removing guts
and gills, placed in plastic bags and set
on top of 1ce in a cooler. Make sure the
bags and fish stay on top of ice, for if
they fall into melted 1ce water the flesh
will become mushy. Penodically drain-
ing water out of a contamner or adding a
false floor will eliminate this.

Stream anglers sometimes use canvas
or wicker creels to carry their catch in.
Canvas creels work as h:n;.' ds IhL‘} dre
occastonally immersed n cool water
With wicker creels fish should be field
dressed, placed in layers of damp moss,
leaves, ferns or paper. This provides
ventilation and evaporation of moisture,
and enhances coolness. In creels fish
will keep for a short time, but they
should be iced or refrigerated as soon as
possible

If the catch has been kept alive on
the water and returned home fresh and
in good condition, clean them immedi-
ately to ensure peak natural flavor. Next,
cover and keep them cool. Fish pre-
viously field dressed should be cleaned
thoroughly and kept cool also

Top eating flavor will result if fish are
kept alive, cleaned and cooked shortly
after catching. This is seldom done and
most catches are cold stored for a penod
of time ranging from a day to over a year.
Storage temperature and type of packag-
ing will determine the length of time of
effective storage.

If handled properly and cleaned thor-
oughly, fish can be stored in a re-
t‘ngr:.ramr for 24 hours with VEry little
loss of flavor. If kept longer the flesh will
start to dry out. 'To prepare for storage,
rinse fish in cold water and pat dry with a
cloth or paper towels. Place them on a
paper plate and seal them tghtly with
plastic wrap or aluminum foil; then put
them 1n the refrigerator

Fish that will be frozen for a long
pertod should be frozen as soon as possi-
ble after cleaning. The result will be a
better tasting fish when they are thawed
and eaten. Air will cause freezer burn, a
condition resulting from moisture being
drawn out of the flesh. Therefore, it is
important to keep air from getting to a
frozen fish

Freezing fish in water is the best
method for holding them a long time.
Ideal holding containers are milk car-
tons, pop-top plastic containers and zip
lock plastic bags. Place fish in the con-
tainers loosely to about 1'% inches from
the top. Next add cold water within |1 V4
inches of the top (this allows space for
freezing water expansion). Flesh should
not be exposed above the water level
Seal the container top and place it in the
coldest area of the freezer.

Simple fish-saving precautions should
be taken soon after a fish is caught and
during the freezing process. The reward
will be fantastic tasting fish.

Robert Middendorf is a fisheries biolo-
gist located at Solon. He has been with
the commission for 36 vears.

Chain stringer, properly used, keeps fish in good shape until cleaning time.
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The quality
of fishing reflects the
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