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COMMISSION MINUTES

for meeting held

September 1, 1970

Exercised the following land purchase
options: Volga River Lake, Fayette Coun-
tv. four acres; srushy Creek [.ake,
Webster County, 240 acres.

Approved for submission to the BOK
the following Land and Water Conserva-
tion Funds Projects: Dickinson County
(Conservation Board, Orleans Beach, de-
velopment ; Muscatine County Conserva
tion Board, Salisbury Bridee Reecreation
Area. development reservation that over-
all plan be amended to provide that roads
in the immediate vit inity of the camping
area be treated with a dust inhibitor,
<uch as asphalt seal coating) ; Story City,

Community Swimming Pool, development

Approved the following project amend-
ment requests for <ubmission to the BOR:

Tavlor County Conservation Board, Wind-

mill Lake Park, development: Johnson
County Conservation Board, F. W. Kent
Park, development.

The following County Conservation
Board Land Acquisition Projects were ap-
proved: Harrison County, County Recrea-
tion Area, H0 acres; SIOUX County, bBig
Qioux Park Addition, 4.20 acres.

Approved the following County Con-
servation Board Development Plans with
the sii}nnl:nlinn that the roads in the area P
<hall be treated with a dust inhibitol ),OE
<uch as asphalt seal coat and this 1In
formation transmitted back to the 1CC al
the earliest possible date: Dickinson|
County, Orleans Beach: Muscatine LCoun-
ty, Salisbury Bridge Recreation Area; |
Taylor County, Windmill Lake Park (Re
vision) ; Winneshiek County, Mever Lake
Cerro Gordo County, Wilkinson Pionee) "

Park (Revision).

Harold Putnam and Harold Dettbarn
Pine Lake Improvemeni Committee, ani
Miss Virginia Stiles, Fldora Herald In
dex. met with the Commission to offe
proposals for additional development &
Pine Lake State Park.

Awards of merit from the America
Association for Conservation Informatio
presented to Keith Kirkpatick, WHO-T
Farm News Director; and Blake Kellogt
News Director, KWWL-TV, Waterloo.

Adopted the following Nursery Stoc
Price List: Conifers, $25 per thousant
Walnut Seedlings, $25 per thousand; Wa
nut Seed, $10 per thousand; Hardwol
Seedlings (except Walnut), $20 p
thousand: Wildlife Shrubs, $20 per tho
sand: Wildlife Packets, $5 per packet
250 plants.
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Authorized the director to enter In
an agreement with Bettendorf for t
maintenance and management of Rive
side Recreation Area, Seott County.
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Deer Management:

A Time

by Lee Gladfelter
Game Biologist

The warm days of summer are giving
way to the crisp cool days of fall. The
stage is being set for a modern tradition
which quickens the pulse of all hunters
—the annual deer season. The buck deer
4re too busy establishing their territories
and conducting mating activities to be
“oncerned about their impending danger.
Chey will rely on their natural instinct
E!:Hd quick reactions to carry them away
'rom the advancing hunters. The does
have produced this vear’s fawn crop and
all are busy enjoying the luxury of lush
vegetation and food-a-plenty. The hunter
In the meantime has started preparation
for the big hunt and has uncased “ol’
bessy" and given her the first cleaning

el I, T +
I 't the year to remove the cobwebs from
/& the ba

. .d.'- \ ‘it L o 1] ¥ ¥
Rt Vith “orange-vested” hunters in pursuit

rel, Soon the woods will be alive

L) -l [} T
L their “brown-coated’’ quarry. As usual,

the archers have been the first in the field
to take a crack at wily white-tail with a
62-day season lasting from September 26
to November 26, 1970. Now comes the
shotgun hunters roaming through the
woods from December 5 to December 7,
1970,

Before we look to the future, lets talk
about what has happened to deer in the
past. Deer were abundant in the early
1800’s but because of forest clearing and
excessive hunting they had all but
vanished from the state before 1900.
Laws were passed to protect deer and
they began to increase from natural stock
and from small deer herds introduced by
the Conservation Commission into new
areas. By 1953, deer were plentiful and
the first open hunting season in over 75
vears was established. Since that time
over 110,000 deer have been harvested by

For Improving

[owa hunters.

During the past 15 years there have
been dramatic changes in the deer popu-
lation and their distribution. Deer now
occur in every county of the state with
the largest populations being found in
southern Iowa. Winter surveys indicate
that the deer herd has increased from
10,674 in 1955 to 21,931 in 1970. The
highest estimated deer population was
obtained in 1966 when winter surveys in-
dicated a herd of 28,476 deer. Fall pop-
ulations, which include fawns born dur-
ing the spring, are much higher. Esti-
mates for the 1970 fall population are
30,700 deer,.

1969 Season

Along with the increase in the deer
population there has been an increase in
the number of hunters. The number of
licensed shotgun hunters has increased 6
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fold since 1953 (first deer season) with
landowner-tenant hunters increasing )
fold and bow hunters 54 fold. Yet our
deer population has increased less than
two fold since 1953, This indicates the
ilh‘l‘l';liw’l hunting pressure ]li;u‘ml on the
deer herd in recent years. In 1969, 40,000
hunters participated 1n the open season.

The state was divided into 5 hunting
zones for the 1969 deer season as COI-
pared to 4 zones for 1968. In 1969, 18,000
shotgun, 23,476 landowner-tenant, and
5.465 bow and arrow deer licenses were
eaued. A total of 11,68% deer were har-
vested during the season with licensed
shotgun hunters taking 6,952, landowner-
tenants 3,779, and bow hunters 8ol. Hunt
ing success was lower than in 1968 with
the heavy sSnow fall during the short sea-
son being the primary reasol. The

licensed shotgun hunters Were most suc- A
cessful with 10.6% bagging a deer, ‘

whereas only 21.2° of the landowners

and 16.5% ol the bow hunters were

successful.
1970 Season

The 1970 deer season will be aboul
the same as the 1963 season. There are 5
zones and the same number of shotgun
licenses i.=.:-:11u-|| 15,000, The landownel
or tenant must apply for a license which
will be issued free. There is no limit on
landowner-tenant or bow and arrow
licenses. In 1969 there was a procedure
established that allowed an individual
who did not get a license through the
1069 drawing to obtain a license in 1970
before the drawing. This allows an 1n-
dividual to obtain a license at least once
every two years which is necessary with
the growing number of deer hunters.
There are 3,429 shotgun licenses com- :
mitted this vear which leaves a total of /
14.571 new licenses available from the f
18.000 license quota.

Deer Management ‘

At the present time the deer herd in . A
[owa cannot be properly managed to the
degree it should be. The reason for this
iq that the Conservation Commission only
oxerts control over 439 of the shotgun _
licenses issued. The other 57% of the ARl
licenses are issued free and without con- :
trol to landowners and tenants. The
lowa legislature ostablished a law 1In
1953 that any landowner Or tenant on
farm land was guaranteed a free deer
license to hunt on his own property. agement efforts that we have been able in 1967 as compared to 23,476 in 1969.

Nearly one out of two shotgunners bag a deer. Over 16 percent of bow hunters
score. Both success ratios are, comparatively, quite high.

There is no quota on the number of these to double the size of the deer herd since Within the past few years our deer
licenses which can be issued and there- 1953 and still allow the harvest of 110.000 herd has started to decrease slightly 1n
fore landowner licenses cannot be limited deer. size, particularly in some areas, because
in regions of the state where deer are The paid shotgun quotas have been of heavy hunting pressure, making strict

scarce. If deer herds are low. then the steadily decreasing every year since 1966 management of this gunning pressure
only way to protect them has been to in an attempt to increase, or at least essential. It is thus time for the land-
: reduce paid shotgun license quotas. The stabilize, the deer population. [n 1966 a owner to start paying for the privilege of
X question now is why should the paid quota of 28,000 paid shotgun licenses hunting deer and to share the cost of
shotgun hunter continue to be |:l*|1:di?:l*li was allowed while in 1970 the quota is  management, It is now time for complete
to maintain our deer herd when he is the 18,000. These declines were necessary control over license sales and regional
3‘-_‘-'-.'_ one helping to pay for our management during a period when deer hunting was distribution of hunting pressure. Other-
efforts. The cost of a shotgun or bow becoming more popular and the number wise we may S00I reach the point in
and arrow license 18 $10.00. The man- of applications for deer licenses was several areas where the number of free

| agement of deer in Iowa has been paid nereasingly annually. On the other hand, landowner-tenant licenses issued exceeds
> for entirely with funds derived from the the landowner-tenant license demands the number of hunters that should be

sale of licenses. It is through {hese man- were also increasing with 20,470 issued permitted, even if no regular licenses
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were issued in those regions,.

Deer are not considered farm game
animals in the same sense as rabbits and
squirrels, but are big game animals.
Their home range covers many acres of
land and they may travel several miles in
the course of a year, crossing both pri-
vate and public land. They are creatures
of the forest and, although they do de-
pend on corn or other crops as a primary
food source during certain periods of the
vear, they are browsers and eat young
shoots and buds of trees and shrubs.

Since computers are used to process ap-
plications and issue licenses the cost is
considerable; vet 24% of the free land-
owner-tenant licensesg issued in 1969 were
not used by the reciplients as compared
to only 5% of the paid shotgun and bow
licenses. This is an excessive waste of
funds which could be more beneficial if
used to manage the deer herd. The funds
used to process, print, and issue the free
landowner-tenant licenses are derived
from license sales,.

The privilege of the free landowner-
tenant license has often been severely
abused in many instances. The license
requires that the recipient hunt only on
his own property. Yet many reports are
received each vear of a number of indi-
viduals hunting a small area:; all with
landowner licenses. The law provides
that two licenses can be issued to each
landowner and two to a tenant. Because
two licenses can be issued to a landown-
er, one in his name and one in his wife’s
or child’s name, many licenses have been
1ssued to children as voung as 7 vears of
age. The present laws are being circum-
vented by too many poeple and require
changing.

The paid shotgun hunter is not without
olame. Many individuals who do not re-
‘eive a license in the annual drawing go
thead and hunt with their group. These
ndividuals may carry shotguns or rifies
ind when asked, say they are just out
nunting fox or some other type of game.
lhe tactics used by some large groups of
iunters as they drive out small timber
atches are not good sportsmanship, and
| ften leave such areas without sufficient
reeding stock for future deer produc-

101.

We cannot continue to travel along the
same path we traveled in the 1800's. We
nust awake and realize that we are

lessed with wonderful natural resources

' which provide recreation for all of us.
lhese resources must be conserved so
hat they will be present for future
zenerations. We must not take advantage
f the laws which were set to protect
ur wildlife species. Of more importance
S that we must strive to change those
aws which are too liberal in their effects
T are impossible to enforce.

The theme of this article has not been
0 condemn the landowner or tenant be-
-ause he more than anyone else knows
| -hat the sustained yield of any crop,
whether it be agricultural or wildlife, is
mportant to the livelihood of man. Of
nore importance is that deer are expend-

1

|

PR — C— —

IOWA CONSERYATIONIST

able and that if we do not move to man-
age them properly, we will lose a valu-
able resource. The landowner should pay
for the privilege to hunt deer and by
doing so he should be entitled to hunt
under the same regional regulations as
the paid shotgun hunters. Many land-
owners already purchase their deer
licenses because they do not prefer to
restrict their hunting to their own prop-
erty. The Conservation Commission must
have the right of controlling deer herds
in sparse as well as abundant areas to
provide maximum utilization of the re-
source but still preserve breeding stock
for future years.

What are the alternatives? The most
obvious solution is8 to continue to re-
strict the issue of hunting licenses, but
it doesn't seem fair to allow unrestricted
issue of landowner-tenant and bow
licenses while paid shotgun licenses are
restricted particularly when considering
the number of hunters in each group. A
shorter season could be set but this would
just make deer hunting more of a “rat
race’” than it already i1s. An earlier sea-
son could be held, with the additional
cover still in the field making it harder
to get a deer. Deer in lowa are vulner-
able to hunting pressure, particularly in
north central lowa where they can be
driven from small woodlots or from
sparse cover along stream bottoms. We
can restriect the method of hunting to
allow deer a better chance to escape.
For example, hunting partyv size could be
limited, but this would be almost im-
possible to enforce. Another alternative
is some type of a bucks only season.
There are many advantages and disad-
vantages to this type of hunting. One
advantage would be that adult does and
fawns would be protected, leaving a
larger breeding supply of females for

CE= U —————
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the following year. Another advantage
would be that fewer deer would be killed
and, therefore, herds could be built up
to allow more liberal hunting regulations.
There are however, some very distinet
disadvantages to a bucks only season.
The most obvious is that many does and
fawns would be mistakenly killed and
left in the woods—a wasted resource.
Some states estimate that this illegal kill
1S between 20 and 50 percent of the legal
kill. Another disadvantage would be a
much reduced hunting success (probably
between 10-20 percent) producing many
dissatisfied hunters. lowans are spoiled
for deer hunting because of one of the
highest success percentages in the coun-
trv. When you stop to think that almost
one out of every two paid shotgun
hunters kills a deer, that i1s a very suc-
cessful There would
reduction in the number of trophy bucks
available to the hunter since most bucks
would not live long enough to reach the
prime years for antler development (315-
5% vears of age). A possible alternative
make a certain portion of the
licenses issued good for bucks only, thus
forcing hunters to concentrate on bucks
more than does.

What can you as a citizen of this state
do? You can express your ideas to your
state legislators as these individuals
make the laws which are needed for
proper game management. Only you can
help equalize the responsibility for good
deer management. The resource must be
protected to insure good deer populations
which will always provide a harvestable
surplus for hunting. Deer not only pro-

season. also be a

18 to

vide the hunter with some exciting mo-
ments, but they are enjoyed by all who
see them feeding along the forest edge or
bounding away with their white tail wav-
ing in the wind.
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By

Paul Kline

Ecologist

Are vou looking for something “differ-
ont?” The various state preserves may
offer just that pleasant diversion you

have heen '~+'1'1i.ili;.".
have bheen 2efl
ln‘ﬁ.il.

nity

[‘:ij."hT-'i'tj }le'nl'r't"l{ acres
i1l

Lar state
been dedicated in perpet

archeologie,

aside as ;'I't‘:-»i'i"‘t'_'-
.l.hl‘ff have
as sites of natural, geologic,
historic cenic They
vary greatly. Some are remnants of the
vast prairie that originally covered much
of the state, or of original forest lands.
Some harbor plants that are rare in lowa.
Others contain prehistoric Indian
mains, have formations
which predate even the Indians. A few
represent of the early history of

18,

or significance.

re-

0or ;_J"l_‘f}!Uj._"iL";lll
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lowa. Some offer a combination of these
attractions. All have one thing in com-
mon: They represent something worth

preserving in lowa’s heritage.

State preserves are not intended as rec-
reation areas. Facilities such as picnic-
ing and camping are not provided on
most Collection of flowers,
minerals, or artifacts 1s prohibited except
by special permission from the Preserves
Board. The preserves dal'e intended for
more passive activities such as nature

preserves.

A few preserves are for

family affairs, but preserves aren’t inte

study and observation, photography, hik-
ing and bird watching. In some, trails
for these activities are provided.

The State Advisory Board
determines what sites in lowa are worthy
This board was

Preserves

of being state preserves.

created by the legislature in 1965. It is
composed of seven members, SIX ap-

pointed by the governor for terms of
The terms are stag-
sp only two are appointed each
The State Conservation Commis-
cerves as the seventh board

three vears each.
gered
vear.
sion director
member.
The most important duty of the board
is to approve areas as PIreserves. This
is a formal procedure requiring agree-
ment of the board, the governor, and the

landowner of a site being L'nl].:ii(]&‘l"d‘d.

The landowner may be a gnrm'mmrntal
agency, a private individual or organiza-
tion.

site has been dedicated as &
state preserve it 1s afforded a higher de-
gree of protection from private and pub-
lic encroachment oOr exploitation than
other lands. It may not be condemned
for the construction of roadways ©OF
transmigsion lines, without consent of

Once a

nded for multiple use:

owa’s Fine P
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the governor and the State Conservation
Commission, together with a finding by IOWA STATE PRESERVES
the State Preserves Advisory Board of
imperative and unavoidable necessity.
A master management plan is devel-
oped for each preserve. This plan i1s es- Blufiton Fir Stand Winneshiel - soer lowa'  Forectad arsa talning tand of balsam fir
pecially designed to perpetuate the fea- 4 River trom Blutttor ind scenic view, FPicnicing permitted
tures worthy of preservation. For in- TR R
stance, on the prairie areas the princi- Coldwater Cay Winneshiek: 3 'miles MNorbhwaet  Forestéd are : _
pal feature is the occurrence of native ol Blutttor known entrance | TG
prairie plants. The master plans for et sl
these areas spell out management proce- Fich Farm Mound: Allamakee 4 S. New Albin'  Wooded terrace containing 30 conical Indiar :
dures which will favor the native plants ! It Fywy. 26 mounds of various sizes probably dating from 200
a8 opposed to exotie :%Ill‘{'it'.‘-'z, such as blue 200 A. D
erass which is inclined to invade the Ft. Atkinsor Winneshiek Northwest edge of Reconstructed fort built in 1840 to protect Winne-
prairies. Periodie controlled burning 5 Ft. Atkinsor L S U | S b
once every three or four years which giichie Manitou , f N W Praivie and brushland bordering Big Sioux R. Pink
does not harm the native praire grasses, 9 Larchwood tone outcrops of Sioux Quartzite are .2 billior
but does discourage blue grass, is one ears old. Beaulitul pool accurs in outcrops
management procedure specified in the .oy Ford Alsmatas 7 i CAAR of Eornativ 8 "tloctadad forr bultabour 1200 AT
master plan for the prairies. 2 by Woodland Indians as pr
On archeologic sites digging which |
would destroy irreplaceable records of Hayden Prairic Howard Vg Lind i &
prehistory is prohibited except under the L% Lime Spring 49 species ot prairie plants are found
supervision of a competent archelogist dee Pewiri Pacahonta 3 mi. North and At least ¢
working with permission of the board. | 60 IR \WEst ot
On historie sites the master management M
plans guarantee the authenticity of re- ...l A Stuinbroak  Johnion ; =t LRSI E | R ¥ and i 1
‘onstructed remnants, 23 Liberty at East end . n .
The Conservation Commission employs ot Mahttey Bridge. lying Cedar Valley Limestone. Fossils abound.
an ecologist who facilitates the funetion- pMerritt Forect Clavios T R e (E e T T , . o]
ing of the Board. His main duties are: 20 2 mi. W. Guttenbe
[nvestigate and report on new sites for on County Ra.
inclusion in the system; write manage- Old State Quarry Rnean 1155 mi. N.E. North Wooded tract containing remains of lin n
nent plans for preserves, see that the Liberty off private quarry where stone was taken for building Old
8 lans are implemenated, advise the road State Capitol and other structur
board on matters relating to preservation Pilot Knol Hancock 4 mi. E. and | mi. Wooded park. parts of which are State Prese
if natural conditions elsewhere, handle 369 5. of Forest City Contains floating sphagnum bog with rare p
orrespondence and administer finances. "“_‘_'_ example of "old tield : =Smpi
v Under the law the preserves board is _ ind picni
ot permitted to own land. As the offi- > Ja Lutl v Ll B AL LT Ll ’ g
1al name implies the board is advisory ' ALl 1
0 the Conservation Commission and to :
ther government agencies and private Sheeder Prairi Guthrie 4 mi. West & | mi. Virgin
@ 0 “itizens who may own land. Financing of !'_- ARSI £ :
oard expenses is handled through a =i
ipecial appropriation to the Conservation Turkey River Mound: Clayton 32 mi. S AAlait orested ridg
| "ommission. OL WD TR e s: Unesriing
8 The Preserves Board is continually i =
I seeking new areas worthy of dedication " Fine Hol Dubuq IN:VY R ' o ' Mo
i . Q ' | 2 L ux burg hi | l [ |
BB 8 State Preserves. ITowans are encour-
| iged to contact the board ecologist Wittrock Indian O'Brien 3 mi. E of Suther- Praitie land containing an ancient Indis
I ‘hrough the Conservation Commission if Y/''29¢ 4 and fhrough privata: :sife occupiedi by Mill‘Greek Culturs
Blihey have or know of areas which have ' land
! utstanding significance to Towa’s heri- Woodman Hollow Webster 5 mi. N.W. of Forested ridge overlooking Des M :
gl AEe. 5 i i P AL ‘__’ goep vt 111 Gl e’ ¥ MU e _ s




Folklore tells us that it's unlucky for

by David Evans Sunday:.
Getting rather “far out” is this old a woman 10 Cross yvour fishing stream I'Ti
Do you believe that a “hunter’'s moon,” thought. It was once believed that if because it drives away the fish. Like-
one eats the eyes of a fish it's a sign that wise it’s bad new to meet anyone with

ally agreed to be the first full moon

red hair or a lone crow. Each instance

rener
in November, is the best time to pursue he will never be afraid of the dark.
game? Do you believe that carrying a Perhaps a more practical bit of ad- portends adverse luck for fishing that  [hi
gun on your left shoulder is bad luck? vice is the following: “Fisherman in day. hunts
well. if vou do, you might be called anger froth, when the wind is in the Ever impale yourself in the hand with kil
superstitious. Now according to the north; for fish bite the best, when the a fish hook? When you remove the hook po
dictionary, a superstition is a “helief re- wind 1s in the west.” you should strike it three times with  Dimrods
sulting from ignorance or trust in Not all fishing beliefs are home grown. wood. This is said to guarantee that the .
magic Or chance.” But let’s face it, Estonian anglers figure it's unlucky to wound will not fester. Just to be on the &
superstition is still an influence on some quarrel with a member of the family safe side I would also apply first aid. bills 4 w
outdoorsmen. when starting out on a fishing trip. On Perhaps its not 80 unusual that anglers  fu '
Did you know that sighting over a gun lh.w other hand, I've known some fishing concern themselves with superstitions {.
barrel indoors signifies a fruitless hunt 1_.!'11”",““”_ have led to these quarrels. and folk tales. After all, they purst&iii
next time out? Some people think so. '-“‘W_‘Hl'llri'n fishermen from the fogbound finny creatures much smarter than them- i
‘ : highlands think it unlucky if a woman selves. |
A few hunters, and not all of them  iches them good luck on their angling Some of man’s oldest and ¢ idest be- .
boondock bumpkins, believe that animals  _ ¢o. e | ARBISSE ‘m" v 'mtu? SR and oCoenL /RSN o
killed during the decrease of the moon L liefs center around hunting. Qur en= i fhon o
vield meat that shrinks excessively dur- h the
ing the frying or baking. Of course a Bt h
moon on the increase guarantees that ti
meat—both wild and domestic—will re- W j
sist heat shrinkage. Sunerst
And what about the autumn “orazy Riker o4
moon,” which, according to Indian legend, R
causes wild animals to mysteriously go g
through all sorts of weird and unac- t thai
countable nighttime antics. u i .
Qnake supersitifions abound by the & 0
score. One of the most ancient of all no- ¥
tions about snakes is that they possess literg
the power to “oharm” or hypnotize birds Bireof .
and small animals. And no doubt you B 1 Wy
have heard the claim that no snake will P '-fr.;J_I-t'l'
crawl over a hair rope—even to obtain - Mowand
food when starving. 8| "
Many superstitions surround the crow : iy g I:.
__most of them branding him as a mes- 5
senger of misfortune. A few credit him ]_:
with possessing powers of a prognosti- E 8 fr 24
cator. And one old verse evern makes the IR |
ebony fellow a weather prophet: -
Crow on the fence, v
2ain will go hence. ’I - leapy
Crow on the ground, AN Ir.- -'
Rain will come down. :ll '
¥
As might be expected, many Super- ;
Hie e

stitions concern the angler. Its believed
in some piscatorial circles that if a min-
now dies on the hook, the person using

it may as well go home. He will have no
v, Some anglers

e i

shotgun over right shoulde! F"
good luck. | e

— ”l'flr,

|
¥
! | b !I--
t
f]
|

ake chances with the fates

This hunter doesn’t |
mistletoe and rabbit’s foot for

pheasant feather, sprig of

luck the rest of the da
believe it’s unlucky to drive a

nail on




‘estors were hunters first and foremost,
mut of necessity more than anything else.
[ere is a suggestion for starting the New
‘ear out right. According to legend, if
ou draw the blood of any animal on New
‘ear’s Day, it will bring luck when you
unt and fish in the coming vear. Of
ourse, you will be especially lucky if you
emember to buy licenses for these sports.
Many strange beliefs originate in Cali-
ornia. Indians from that state once con-
idered it unlucky if a hunter ate the
ame he killed himself. Therefore they
Iways hunted in pairs to exchange game.
Good luck eharms should not be over-
woked. Numerous hunters carry a rab-
it’s foot for luck or a feather or claw
‘'om the last fowl killed. Some Indians
arried the wishbone of a prairie chicken.
1 Germany hunters carried mistletoe to
Isure success.
When quail hunting vou might keep
11s in mind. Folklore savs that if a
unter fires into a flock of quail and
\lls one, but cannot find it, he will get
» more quail from that covey. A few
imrods have probably had that experi-
ice. Beware of the white deer, goes an
1cient saying. We learn that if a hunter
lIs a white deer, he will have bad luck
erafter—and to top it off, he will soon
e. Fortunately the chances of seeing a
hite deer are remote, let alone killing
1e.

North American Indians believed that
one draws a picture of a deer on bark
id then shoots at it and hits it, the
int on the morrow will prove successful.
it if they do not hit it the first time,
e hunt will be called off because they
on't find any game.
Superstitions also get involved with
her outdoor reereation. From Legend-
rouded Transylvania comes this ad-
ce for campers. Gypsiesg believed at one
'ne that if an accident happens just as
e party is about to camp, its a bad
ien and they will move on to another
e,
Interestingly enough, swimming has its
are of superstitions—some rather dras-
To prevent cramps while swimming
¢ should put mud on his head before
tering the water. If a person wears
'fke rattles on his ankles when going
imming they will not be drowned as a
iult of eramps. Of course, you may
bitten while trying to remove the
._tles from the snake. If when going
N imming you put your right foot in
8 water first, you will not be drowned.
8 d finally, if you swallow a fish bladder
¥ 1 can learn to swim easily and well.
;'J" €re ought to be a better way.
N Vell, there you have it. Just a few of
W ' Superstitions that still have that age-
= power of persuasion. |
Am I superstitious? Of course not.
it because I always hunt during the
t full moon in November and never
Iy a gun on my left shoulder doesn’t
an I'm superstitious. Just cautious.
er all, why trifle with the fates.
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HOW NOT TO HUNT PHEASANTS

By David Evans

Willie Spentshot loved to hunt pheas-
ants. And why not? He grew up in
lowa’s ringneck heartland and considered
himself quite a pheasant hunter,

But, Willie was concerned. He was
convinced that he was becoming the last
of the great hunters and it seemed that
people just didn’t care to hunt with him
any more. At least no one wanted to go
hunting with him.

The coming season was going to be dif-
ferent though. His wife's second cousin,
Rodney Hailfellow from Gotham City, was
coming west with some friends to hunt
pheasants and Willie was eager to show
them how it’s done.

The morning of the hunt finally arrived.
Willie was planning to hunt in an area
about 70 miles from his home in East
Overshoe. He didn't get along with the
local farmers any more. He loaded the
visitors in his Super-Charged Eight auto-
mobile and zoomed down the road at a
conservative 90 miles per hour. “You
need a real fast car so vou can beat the
other hunters to the best spots,” explained
Willie to his worried passengers.

Willie roared up to a public shooting
area about a half an hour before the legal
shooting hour. “Always pattern your
gun,” instructed Spentshot as he blasted
holes in a sign.

“The best way to hunt pheasants is from
a vehicle,” expounded Spentshot. “That
way you cover more territory and don't
get so tired.”

Making like General Patton leading his
tanks into Germany, Willie drove wildly
across the field with much horn honking
and shouting. Willie would occasionally
slam on the brakes, grab his gun and blaze
away into the bushes.

“You can hear the pheasants just as
well as see them,” said the self-styled ex-
pert. “So I just shoot anyway. If it’s not

a pheasant, there is always a chance it
will be your mother-in-law,” he laughed.
Willie considered himself a great come-
dian.

In spite of their panzer-like attack on
the field and numerous shotgun blasts at
birds that flushed out of range, the group

didn’t score. Spentshot stopped for a mo-
ment.

“It sure is hot and we haven’t had any
rain for weeks,” he said as he flipped his
cigarette into the grass. Before you could
say “Smokey Bear,” he and his friends
were busily engaged in putting out a small
grass fire.

After this interlude, Willie decided to
hunt a cornfield he saw a pheasant run
down. On his instructions the men spaced
themselves about a quarter of a mile apart
and rushed through the field making
slightly less noise than a herd of buffalo
enroute to water.

Of course the ringnecks took the air at
the end of the field where Willie had ne-
glected to place blockers. Although the
birds were out of range, Willie blasted
away.

As a result his shotgun pellets rained
down on the side of a nearby farm house.
The owner, understandably upset, came
out to discuss the matter with Willie.
Willie not only failed to get permission to
hunt, but the fact that he drove over a
fence added a certain amount of color to
the discussion.

Later while hunting a shelterbelt, Willie
heard something coming through the
trees. He hadn’t gotten any birds yet and
was a little trigger happy. He quickly
shouldered his smoketube and fired. Hail-
fellow let out a scream. Three of Willie's
pellets had hit him in the thigh.

In spite of Spentshot’s misguided organ-
ization and direction, the Gotham City
residents did bag a few birds. Spentshot
had one—a young rooster he ground-
sluiced later in the afternoon.

On the way home Willie was already
thinking of how he would explain his bad
luck to the boys at the local tavern. No
birds, pheasants wild, no cover and posted
land all seemed like good reasons he de-
cided. Willie was sure it couldn’t be be-
cause of his shooting or hunting ability.

Nevertheless, Hailfellow and his friends
would be back to hunt pheasants in Iowa
next vear. But for sure, Willie Spentshot
wouldn’t be with them—great hunter or
not.
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DBusinessman Who Cares

by David Evans

It would appear to be a big jump in
ime, space and philosophy from an of-
ce in Des Moines to a beautiful tim-
ered area in the lush Iowa countryside.
)r unusual for a businessman in a city
0 take an active interest in conservation
nd wildlife habitat,

But, it isn’t very far at all for Jerry
arson, president of Collins and Com-
any, Inc.,, Des Moines electric equip-
ient and supply company. Larson has
een carrying out conservation and wild-
fe habitat improvement practices in a
iighty big way. And the results are im-
ressive.

Larson’s 1300-acre farm northeast of
Vinterset s becoming a prime example
I wildlife habitat improvement and con-
‘rvation. Primarily a cattle operation,
18 farm shows how wildlife areas and
irming can be compatible.

. He has set aside and fenced large areas

T wildlife. Cover and food plantings
tve been made and ponds constructed.
he attractive ponds have been stocked
ith bass and catfish. Plantings include
‘chard grass, a fast growing species for

ed and erosion control: trefoil. another
od pasture legume that aids in erosion
ontrol; and trees such as autumn olive.
nere are several thousand walnut trees
|1 the farm. The heavy stands will be
' inned where necessary.

| As a result deer and small game such
oy quail, squirrel, rabbits and some
: leasants have found a home.

! Why would a busy businessman in Des
1 oines have such an interest in conser-

vation?

“I've always been interested in the
outdoors and wildlife,” explained Larson.
a pleasant and articulate man. He em-
phasized that areas must be set aside
now 1f we are to have wildlife in the
future,

Not exactly a newcomer to agriculture,
he was raised on a farm near Bassett,
Nebraska, and received a degree in agri-
culture from the University of Nebraska
at Lincoln. Whether talking with Larson
in his office or while walking through a
timber stand on his farm, one is im-
pressed with his belief in conservation
and the need for good management prac-
tices. His enthusiasm for conservation
1s refreshing in a world too often or-
iented toward the rat race for the dollar
and neglect of natural resources. Larson
works closely with conservation agencies
in developing his farm and keeps himself
informed on latest developments with
U. S. Department of Agriculture bul-
letins.

Too often we fail to realize the im-
portance of the businessman-farmer and
his efforts to improve our natural sur-
roundings. Larson is a businessman with
farming interests who does care about
conservation and the necessity of provid-
ing a place in our world for wildlife.
The future of wildlife will depend in no
small measure on people who take the
time and effort to develop conservation
measures on the land, Through good
practices, wildlife can continue to be an
important part of Iowa, a part of our
heritage.

-
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A DOG OF A DIFFERENT COLOR
by Dick Ranney

The month of November signals the
start of another fall and winter pas-
time. It is called a variety of names—
stag party, game party, or wild game
dinner. A wild game dinner often boasts
a menu of exotic foods. Who can resist
a fricasgsee of fox, the mouth watering
aroma of a scalded skunk, pickled 'pos-
sum, or barbecue of beaver? Anything
that walks, crawls or flies seems to be
falr game.

One of the finer dishes that all should
try is beer basted crow. There are two
types of crow and it is suggested that
one 18 as hard to eat as the other. The
eating of crow will provide several mo-
ments of fun just trying to chew it.
Round two begins when its time to swal-
low. This can be verified by the various
fish and wildlife elubs around the state.
Crow is ineed one of the more exotie
meats and once consumed gives strength
to the conviction that most of Mother
Nature’s friends should be seen and not
eaten.

There is however a recipe for the
cooking of dogs that merits consideration.
juild a large outside fire from dry wood
scraps. Cut a green stick about three
feet long and sharpen the end. Place
one or more dogs on the stick and hold
over the flame until cooked. Grasp a
bun in your hand and slide the dog into
the bun. Cover with catsup, mustard
and pickles. This requires little effort to
chew or swallow. Eat slowly while en-
Joying the glow of a warm fire on a
cool evening, the smell of burning wood,

and perhaps some guitar music. (And
don’t forget the marshmallows).
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That’s what I call recoil!
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from China will pro-
At this time of the year
farmer's side of the
secured and that all
There are a few
against the
a4 thorn in all gides.

opens November 14. This colorful 1mport

of hunters from nearb and far.
to understand the

Pheasant season
vide enjoyment for a mass
outdoorsman musi make an attempl
[t is of the utmosi importance that permission to hunt 18
yractices of courtesy and common sense he strictly followed.
f life who feel they can trespass and transSgress
deplorable creatures are

every
coln.
the |
people 11
rights and pre

L all walks
'IIH-I‘I}' nf_ {;nt'_ht*l‘r—l, 'l'hL'r%t'
relationship can be
nnot tolerate small fires caused by
untied, shooting towards buildings,
erime of shooting at live-

just one ol these irresponsible few. hunter-farmer

The landowner obviously ca
closed gates left open Or
or the almost unimaginable
“No Hunting” signs.

Because of
torn beyond repair.
discarded cigareties,
littering, the cutting of fences,
stock. Such incidents result in permanent
d by the dtate Conservation
possible public hunting
on private property.
landowners allow

Commigsion for the purpose of
areas are opened. But the
Fortunately,
hunting (by

T.and is being acquire
wildlife management; and where
large majority of hunting in Towa must be done

a great many conscientious, conservation minded
' but occasionally the situation 18 threatened.,

permission of course

If you observe someone cutting fences, shooting livestock, defacing or destroyving

property, or hreaking any law, do this:
1) identify them by car license if possible.

S,

sheriff, or other local authoritie
landowner

rest conservation officer,
fine sportsman-

[.et’s stop jeopardizing Our
of the fields and 1nt

2) call the nea
do it immediately.
these spoilers oul

Don’t wait,
0 l'lHl]'1!

ralationships. Let's et
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