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COMMISSION MINUTES
July 31, 1970
Clear Lake, lowa

The following County (Conservation
Board Projects were approved: Polk
County, Land Acquisition, Yeader Creek
[.ake Park Addition; Dickinson County,
Orleans Beach, Maintenance and Man-
agement Agreement; Qeott County, 1-280
[Lake Park, Development Plan; Story
County, Hickory Grove Park Revision.

Accepted an option for 440 acres in
Van Buren County subject to approval
of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and
Wildlife.

Awarded a $40,855.41 contract for boat
launching facilities at Red Rock Reser-
VOIT.

Accepted a cash contribution of 50
cents from four Des Moines voungsters
Karen. Kevin, Janet and Ann) who have
formed the “Wildlite Club.”

August 18, 1970

Approved an agreementl with the
Franklin County Board of Supervisors
for the paving of 6.154.54 feet of county
road adjacent to and passing through
Beeds Lake State Park.

Awarded a contract for the construc-
tion of an access road, parking area and
boat ramp at Bellevue Waters Station.

Approved a land purchase option for
{5 acres of natural marsh area near Rice
[.ake and Silver Lake.

Adopted a resolution commending Phil
Jarnagin of Storm Lake for supporting

good conservation measures, youth proj-
ects, water safety and anti-pollution pro-
grams through his newspapet.

William E. Noble (left), vice chairman of
the lowa Conservation Commission, presente
special awards of merit to Blake Kellogg of
Waterloo (center) and Keith Kirkpatrick of
Des Moines at a recent Commission m_ﬂ'l'
ing. The awards were from the Americall
Association for Conservation Information ©
which the lowa Commission is a member.
Kellogg was cited for “creating greater pub-
lic interest in conservation and natural re
source management through television.” HE
is news director of KWWL-TYV, Waterloo.
Kirkpatrick, WHO farm news director, re-
ceived his award for “ctimulating awareness
in the value of outdoor recreation through 1}1-“
radio and television programs.” Of specid
nterest to the public has been his teleyision
program “Outdoors With Keith.”
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SMALL GAME IS "BIG" IN IOWA

lowa is widely known for many things

uch as corn and girls’ basketball. But,
here 1s much more to this state than
nat as many sportsmen know.

lowa is the most underrated small
ame hunting state in the Union. This

all and winter lowa will provide the best
mall game hunting in these United
tates. It's a hunter’s paradise.

The fabulous ringneck pheasant is the
lumber 1 game bird and for good rea-
lon. Last season was outstanding for
Il]EilﬁitI]t hunters. An estimated 1,642.-
00 birds were harvested—tops in the

L o : : ;

ation. Indications are that Iowa will
ave an even befter season than last
ear.

| Obviously there is more to the “Tall

orn" state than pheasants. Some small
\Hm{? species are less popular, but they
rovide even better hunting. Quail,
quirrel and cottontails are actually un-
er-harvested in many areas. Some quail
oveys will never see or hear a man or
0g. KEven at that nimrods took an esti-

:'T.'- 1ated 1,144,700 of the swift bobwhites

il ¢

b

DA
|

181 season.

Rabbit and squirrel hunting provide
housands of hours of recreation for
oung and old alike. Last ap-

sSeasorl

by David Evans

proximately 1,722,820 cottontails and
1,164,030 squirrels were harvested. The
populations of quail, rabbits and squir-
rel have remained high the past years.
Mixed bags are not at all unusual where
many species are available for a sports-
man with desire and ability.

Ducks and geese are also considered
small game. And here again the lowa
hunter is in luck. With a liberal bag and
possession limit based on the “point sys-
tem” scattergunners will be in for a good
fall shoot.

While not as numerous and limited to
certain areas, ruffed grouse, Hungarian
partridge, fox and woodchuck are also
available. Often overlooked i1s raccoon
hunting which is excellent. However, to
really enjoy it, dogs are necessary. Coon
hunting is becoming more popular all the
time.

“Small game' is perhaps something of
a misnomer. It's small only in size not
in hunting excitement and enjoyment. A
colorful ringneck rooster exploding un-
der your feet is a real thrill. Or bob-
white quail bursting like a bombshell
into whirring flight. Or ducks whistling
into a set of decoys in the early morning
light. There is a certain contentment

only the hunter knows when he strolls
through a wooded area after squirrels.

lowa hunting is really a bargain. A
$3 resident license or $5 combination
hunting and fishing license allows a man
to hunt from September 12 to February
28 for a variety of small game species.
A non-resident hunting license costs $20.
Waterfowl hunters must also have a $3
federal migratory waterfowl stamp.

At a time when many states are cutting
back on hunting seasons and limits, Iowa
18 continuing to provide maximum oppor-
tunities for recreation. Hunters in Iowa
can harvest a surplus of game and not
harm the overall populations.

Sportsmen must remember that a hunt-
ing license does not guarantee a full bag.
It only provides an opportunity for hunt-
ing. Game must be located and reduced
to the bag. still must put out
some effort, make plans and get the good
shot. And like the old-timer points out:
“He ought to be smarter than the game."”

The hunter who would take advantage
of ITowa'’s small game bonanza has some

The man

mighty 1mportant responsibilities. He
must conduct himself as a real sports-
man, respect the righ! { private prop = ‘
erty and follow the season regulations.
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ELEVENTH COMMANDMENT

Late September and October 18 when

the leaves on the oaks and hickories start
to color lowa’s hillsides. Corn turns
from green to its mature dry brown col

nights are

smell of

or. Days are warm, but the
There i1s the lingering
burning leaves toward evening.

l'HHl.

[t 18 that time of the vear when men
get glazed looks in their eves from
dreaming about past hunts and planning
for the upcoming season. They smell
that pungent odor of burnt gun powder
and gun oil. They are about to pick up
the “trusty shootin® iron” and go hunt
INng.

Anyone who sits down and seriously
reads the “10 Commandments of Hunting
Safety” will realize that if one uses

good judgment mm the field he will not

have any problems,

LLet's look at some of 1969's firearm
accidents. Here 18 a newspaper headline:
“Thought He Was a Squirrel, Shoots

Partner.” What happened was one hunt-
er mistook his partner’s brown hat for a
squirrel in the brush and fired, sprink-:
ling shot all over his friend's head and
shoulders. Another newspaper headline:
“Squirrel Hunter Shoots Youth.” A yvouth
hit in the neck by another hunter
who saw movement in the brush, thought
1t was a squirrel and fired.

Obviously, both of

was

did

these shooters

not use good judgment. They violated
the bth Commandment: “Know the game
VOou are }IlilliiJ!L’ and be sure of vour Lal-

et before vou shoot

Here 18 another headline:
a Tumble [s Wounded.” This
headline much
The 4th Commandment of Hunt
**{fiilW'}‘ VO U M 20 that vonu

control the

“A Shotrun,
lowa Bo

nrett

tyv states:
call

self-explanatory.

e Safe-

direction it inted,

by Charles “Butch™ Olofson
Hunter Saftety Oflicer

even if vou stumble or fall.”

A hunter must think at all times while
he 1s carrving a gun. He should hunt
“defensively.” Not only should he han-
dle his own gun safelv, but he must try
to anticipate what his hunting compan-
ion is going to do with his gun when a
Remember, don't put your-
self in a position to get shot.

The general publie’s idea of a firearm
accident i1s a hunter mistakenly shot for
a deer at 200 vards by a stranger’s rifle,
This 1s Let's look at
some statistics furnished by the National
Rifle Association. A l10-yvear study
ducted on hunting accidents in 26 states
up

bird gets up.

not always true,

COI-

and two Canadian provinces came
with the following information:
Over 50 per cent of the accidents are

from unintentional discharges.

Over 50 per cent of the accidents are
within 10 yvards from the muzzle to the
vietim.

Over 30 per cent of the accidents are

self-inflicted wounds.

Nearly 75 percent of the shooters in-
volved have more than three yvears' hunt-
Ing experience,

The greater number of accidents oceur
In the middle of the day, in broad day
light, with clear visibility and light to
open cover,

[.Less than one per cent of the shooters
under the influence of

drugs,.

dale ;I]I'ENPIIII or

You can see from the statistics, that a
pattern begins to form. The who
firearm accidents is careless and
using good judgment. Obviously
not every hunter is living up to the *10
Commandments of Hunter Safety.” Per-
haps one more commandment is needed

The Eleventh.

Ml
CadllSeSs

12 ot

|
TEN COMMANDMENTS OF SHOOTING ;
SAFETY
1. Treat every gun with the respect due a

loaded gun.

2. Watch that muzzle! Carry vour gun
safely; keep the safety on until you are
readv to shoot,

3. Unload guns when they are not in use,
lNake the gun down or have its action
open.  Guns should be earried in a case

to the shooting area.

{. Be sure that the barrel is clear of ob-
structions, and that vou have ammunition
only of the proper size for the gun you
carry.

5. Be sure of vour target hefore vou pull the
trigger: know the identifving features of
the game vou hunt,

6. Never point a gun at anyvthing you do
not want to shoot; avoid horseplay.

7. Never c¢limb a tree or fence or jump a
ditch with a loaded gun; never pull a gun
towards vou by the muzzle,

8. Never shoot a bullet at a flat, hard sur-
face or water; at target practice, be sure
vour backstop is adequate.

9. Store guns and ammunition separately,
hevond the reach of children.

10. Avord aleoholic heverages before or dur-
ing shooting.

Hunting is not a particularly danger-
ous sport, Most hunters are very care-
ful, and their accident record, as 4

National Shooting
that

The
H:mtlwi

group, is good.
Sports Foundation
hunting accidents have decreased 13 per

recently

cent since 1950, despite a 50 per cent in-
crease in the number of hunters. Most B
of the credit for that hunters b
themselves. They not only support game
management finanecially, they promoté
hunter safety.

Today's sportsman-hunter is interested
more in recreation and fellowship than in
filling his game bag. He looks with scorn

trespassers and careless

must go to

on game hogs,
hunters.

An insurance company published i
study of accident claims by its policy-
holders. broken down into different types
of activities. It found that while sports
and recreation activities are second onl)
to home accidents in c¢laims, hunting ac-
cidents rate a low 16th in 24 categories ol
activity. Hunting is statistically as safe
as tennis and squash; safer than going
to theaters; only half as
volf. horseback riding, boating, or park
outings. Only 777 of the 24,280 claims
surveved were the hunting,
and they included non-firearms accidents,
such as falls.

In Iowa. only one out of every 7,066
hunters in the field firearm
accident last year.

The “10 Commandments of Hunter ,|
Safety” are sound and simple to follow.

If everyone followed them, we would no

have any accidents. Perhaps we can help t"

cure man’'s self-destructive nature bY o [}
adding the Eleventh Commandment

“Choose Your Hunting Companions With

Care.” :

dangerous as

results of

suffered a

Kl
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State Forests—Both Functional and Fun

Many people see lowa's state forests
hrough a car window. Some view the
olling carpets of hardwoods and con-
fers from the air.

The brilliant Oectober hillsides of
owa's state forests are an attraction in
nemsleves, but many people do not rec-
gnize the multiple-use potential of these
reas.

The best way to enjoy the solitude
nd beauty of a forest is on foot. Pick
sunny fall day and take the family or
friend for a stroll along one of several
1arked educational nature trails. These
aths lead you through deep woods and
long ponds and streams, while varieties

{ trees are identified by small signs
long the way.
The more adventurous and athletic

1ay set out through unmarked timber
nd hike until legs become weary. Each
{ the three major areas Shimek, Steph-
ns and Yellow River Forests have over
D00 acres of timber.

One fact that many overlook is that
tate forests also are open to public
unting, Squirrels find the hickory trees
ttractive and provide some excellent
unting, Deer and rabbits are also taken
nd during waterfowl flights, numerous
onds offer jump shooting in Shimek and
teéphens, Yellow River offers some fine
uffed grouse hunting.

October still produces forest fishing.
Little known to many anglers, ponds in
Shimek and Stephens State Forests have
been stocked with and bluegill.
Some ponds have been stocked recently;
others long enough to produce some five
pounders.

Of course, not all the state forests
have untapped fishing. Since 1963 Paint
and Little Paint Creeks have been the
most popular trout streams in the state.
Located in northeast lowa, they bisect
one of lowa’s most scenic and produc-
tive woodlands, Yellow River State For-
est. Trout are stocked often and by Oec-
tober, ecrowds of anglers are thin. Camp-
sites are located right by the stream.

Speaking of camping, primitive camp-

bass

grounds are available at Shimek, Steph-
ens and Yellow River State Forests for
those who don't mind leaving their elec-
tric can openers behind. All five forests
have picnic areas.

Of course forests are managed as a
timber crop—the trees are thinned and
harvested providing a cash return used

for other forestry developments and
projects. In addition, these areas pro-
vide a model which demonstrate to
farmers and other land owners the

proper forestry management practices.

3ut a state forest is much more than
an area established to preserve and man-
age trees. For those who know their
secrets, these forest lands offer plenty
of recreational opportunities.

lowa State Forest Activities Guide

| ‘ I I ) : .
State Forests Location i Acres | Hiking | Picnicking| Camping | Hunting | Fishing
Yell River Forest |Allamal ~ounty 6,000 . '
L (Lucas, Monroe, Appano s Lt
tephens | ! S e =L o200 . . X X
e ! ynd Davis Counties
Shimek Forest ea & Van Buren Counties B.000 X X
Pilot Mound \Hancock County 33
= | = _ ! RIS | =
Holst Forast If‘--.’,_'Jr'i;' County 333 \l E,r_pn'-r me seilitias
- _— - M e = =

L} A —




by Dick Ranney

The sight of mallard ducks over decoys
with feet outstretched and wings cupped
as brakes has inspired many a painter’s
brush. The picture of a vivid blue Octo-
ber sky with flock atter flock of great
(‘anada geese or the wavy lines of blue
and snow geese has also been captured
on canvas and film. The call of geese In
flight has been heard by man from time
eternal. Songs are written, plctures are
painted, and all of mankind, be he hunt-
or or non-hunter, is stirred by the sight
and sound of great flocks of birds in mi-
gration.

In the early days of man, the migration
of the great flocks might have been the
sign of cold weather or the budding of
spring. Early man used the meat and

feathers. The meat was used as food
and the feathers were used for decoration
and warmth. The people of the early
west also used the meat of the ducks
and geese for food and the feathertick
of Grandma’s era were as warm as toast
and the big, fluffy pillows were standard
on most beds. Hunting migratory water
fowl for many years was a necessity.
As time went on, the modern manufac-
turing methods and agricultural prac
tices made hunting for food unnecessary,
but men continued to hunt. Hunting
evolved from need to sport and in some
areas the sport was forgotten and man

hunted for the thrill of the kill. Man's |

equipment became more Hu}:thiﬂtivatf-'ﬂ
and the ability to kill in greater pumbers

Rl"ﬂlll




4. Remove head and scrub with deter-

gent.

T -

made it necessary to place seasons and
limits to assure that he would not cause

| the great flocks to become extinct.
| There is a place in the picture for the
hunter and the non-hunter, the camera
| bug, the bird watcher. All the people
who enjoy the outdoors are needed. We
' all have become keepers of the flock. We
| must make sure all is not cemented and
| painted green., The money from the sale
of duck stamps for the most part goes
o 0 directly to help buy and preserve the
wetlands and other areas for the nesting
| and resting of ducks and geese. Hunters
e :‘_tnd non-hunters alike ecan join the
ol 4 “"Bucks for Ducks Club” by buying a
| duck stamp. Part of the money from the
sale of hunting licenses in the state of

IOWA CONSERYATIONIST

o

2. Cut off wings and legs at first joint.

ol

e

5. Remove tail. Then cut along side to
wing and clean.

lowa goes into a program to buy land in
the state.

If all goes well, there will be enough
birds for all to enjoy, hunt and watch.
If vou are a hunting sportsman be sure
the fish, game, or fowl taken from the
wild is not wasted.

Fresh roasted duck properly prepared
is delicious. Ducks may be skinned or
dry picked. Dry picked ducks should be
singed and then serubbed with hot soapy
water. This will remove any oil from the
feathers which might get on the meat
during the cleaning.

Rinse and put them to soak in salt
water. Be sure to freshen the ducks
Cut several apples
Rub the in-

when ready to cook.
and onions into quarters,

Page 7

3. Carefully singe off the down and small
feathers.

\ v
| ,'1

-

6. Pick remaining pin feathers.

side of the bird lightly with coarse salt
and stuff with apple and onion. Pin
three or four slices of thick bacon over
the breast and place in a covered baking
pan. Set the oven at 475 degrees and
bring the meat up to cooking temperature
quickly. Lift the lid on the pan frequent-
lv and release the steam. Turn the oven
back to 300 degrees and cook for about
3 hours. (Don't forget to lift the lid.)

Remove the bird from the pan and
clean the apples, onions and bacon. Put
the bird back in the oven and bake until
lightly brown. Serve with sage dressing,
mashed potatoes, giblet gravy, boiled
carrots and onions, waldorf salad, dill
pickles, home made bread, pumpkin pie
and coffee.
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a job to do

By Jim Layton
Staff Writer

The morning sun was soveral hours find themselves working
from c¢learing the horizon but its glow Before golng
was bright enough to reveal through an  gbout these |
open window an embraced couple upon

a4 ¢cover Strewill }“.{1'

|'| r.:llj]l1 le"
Suddenly a sharp ring from the tele
separated the

the replacing of the phone caused

natura
Minutes we do

couple. e
L1on.

phone
j.'tTi‘l'.

il

L"*rmlrtr‘"a.'t* :iIE'-E Tit+' tii'|-;zl'ltl]'1' (11
[t I:'h.'l."[.L‘-

fetionalized illustration could be

a SorkL) soningeg because

the husband.

This

was time to go Lo and

crease 11l

an example showing the devotion of the commiit
l[owa fish and game conservation ofh ural resources,
2 cer toward his duty as guardian ol wild be endangering
> life resources osurces. Therefore,
In Towa as in other states there are man has
_'-. only a few ]IE'L-]F1I’ that know what 1t 15 nral resources.
like to live and work as a conservation In lowa, man
officer. The phone call could of been al nrotection
most anvthing from a road-kill deer to Since then,
a reported cast of poaching 1in the niht philogophy
: 1T he consers ation |'!HL'I'I 1+ At {1 |\ i !|.;-.[|{=."t'1_{ fhe
= Even on assigned days off, many officer: laws,

t'!u-w:!

This statement
enforcement

the number ot ;u'n|1!t= t'-'ill_L’]'I‘

the

erowth

deeper

reasoned that

laws for
1100

with

15

even
FI"]H'.‘M- 1“'

it can

gaw the

and

reasoning

into

todayv, there 1s

| O W A FEH-JC.LP.VATIC:M!ST

the

there are conservation laws !

because

part of the day.
facts

men. one might wonder why

the

| resources l.|-|1.n_;_r 1O Hw rHi}".l'IH.

thelrr protec-
t sound rea-
game laws
an in-

achers

]]I" ?‘Jili.il

need for
In

behind

tine illegal acts pertaining to nat-
1'l|!_I]11
oxtincetion of the re-

that

to have protection for his nat-

the

of wildlife as early as 1856,
change
of the society has continual-

the

the

the oldest standing reasons
laws 18 that they are a method
management. Another
laws that today 1t

nI:pnr? nnicy

of
for game
of game
for the
allows

()ne

reason
existence 1S
sportsmen ar equal
rame.

“Unless

i"!il'llll -

to take
the
they are meaningless,”

-ai;ilf'l]T:'l'l"ljtil"r]'i of
SRS b of the major duties of
the conservation otheer to bring ]nlihiir'
acceptance :'nm;slin!lt-' with the
luws. The officers have proven to be the
hest for ]‘H'HJiTHf the
behind certain laws.

11ed

laws are 'lill'l‘-.l'il 7}

Feli-

eral Ken

Kakac, enforcement,

i1l

one
and

means public un-

derstand reasons
(rame l.s‘d'-: .':!ui 1*T'|f1ar'+ '_'I"l'li'il1 h;:‘n'
torrether to become the final tool 1In game

managementd This 18 because there 1=

only a small percentage Ol the total
ynd in lowa used for hunting that be-
longs Lo the _:1||:||'|i-. 1‘.|*~ land 1S one

the few areas that can be truly game
manaved. The majority of the land used
for hunting - ) 1'1-1_1 owned farm
land Enforcement of laws protecting
the vame Inas heel L of the best ayo
for managernd nt ot these areas,

While the conservation officer 1s gen
crally thought ol anlyv 1n connection with
law enforcement, 1in reality the ofhcer
functions over a Imtt h broader range of

activities.

'he lowa Conservation CommIlss101,
nee its  establishment, has changed

the
cOonsery Al :_.u:[ *-‘.]'1'. t

Foday {1

In the 'lll','.r".!'!['lil'.f,
of the

i;n'. ont

creatly. primary

5-!._I"|-||*~'|' 1 Wies
he of-

that ol reement.

icer's role has changed to that of a pub-
lic servant

In his new role, the conservation of-
ficer spends time keeping in close con-

territory.

tact with the residents ol his
During this time, the officer promotes
conservation Ii!'il] "'Hli[""l' t‘i'i']"’itti“['..

WIrams,

nresents radio and television pri
speaker and
like selling

(‘onserva-

meetings ds ruest
many other
hunting and fishing licenses.
officers also budget time 1nto thelr
for teaching gun |1
would take too much space to go through
a1l the activities beyond law enforce-
ment of the lowa conservation officer.

attends
does services
L1011

schedule safety.

At the present time there are 62 con-
servation officers in lowa. Each officer
is assigned a one or twoO county area.
LLast vear, the officers attended 2,939

meetings and taught over R 000 students
gun safety.

One officer in performing his informa-
to the public,

aovel

tion and education service
showed 147 conservation films to
S6.000 IH'HII]I‘ 1n his lt"t‘!“i’[:!t'}'_ But I'EH".
officers still have time to perform thelr
maijor responsibility to the public—thal
of protection of the wildlife resources.
They arrested over 4,000 game law V10~
lators during 196%.
humal
home

[owa conservation officers are
and they do find time to spend at

with their families. There is only oneé
bachelor in the 62 man force. In fact
Ken Kakac receives several cigars ev

ery year,




RED ROCK HONKERS

Beginning in late September and last-
ng through December, lowans will have
n opportunity to observe thousands of
ucks and geese on the Red Rock Man-
gement Area refuge.

The 10,683-acre refuge is located up-
tream from the lowa highway 14 bridge
n the Red Rock reservoir as indicated
n the accompanyving map illustration.
‘his area 18 closed to hunting the entire
ear and no trespassing is allowed from
eptember 15 to December 15 of each
ear. Waterfowl enthusiasts may view
ne ducks and geese from the unit game
lanager's headquarters on the southeast
ide of the refuge, which offers an ideal
bservation point overlook. Reereational
pportunities such as fishing, boating,
iking and mushroom hunting are al-
wwed on the refuge from December 16
 September 14,

What’s the

ons?

for these restriec-
[f one knows the habits of Can-
da geese and most other waterfowl spe-
ies, the answer is obvious.

reason

These re-
rictions enable the Towa Conservation
ommission to establish an annual stop-

ver for Canada geese. Because of the

L —— R W
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By Julius “Sonny"” Satre

natural wildness of undis-
turbed I'I'I'IJ}II'
tract the birds
able security.
Forthe past two yvears the Commission’s
game technicians have placed a call flock
of nearly 200 maximum Canada geese in
a large woven wire pen covering almost

geese a large

area 1s at-

atford

necessary to

and them reasorn-

four acres on the refuge’s bottom land.
Fach year these geese are transferred by
truck from the Ingham-High Game Unit
in northern lowa to their temporary home
at Red Rock where they reside from mid-
I“':t*p[i'!"lliit']' to December. The purpose Of
the call flock is to attract migrating geese
heading south and entice them to stop at
the refuge for a rest. Naturally it is
hoped that this will become a habit. The
call flock works on the same principle as
a spread of decoys for the veteran goose
hunter. However, the call flock provides
1ts own piped in sound effects,

Besides the call flock, the wild geese
are attracted to over 1,000 acres of lush.
tender shoots of winter wheat browse

plus fields of corn and soybeans conven-
lently planted near the refuge by Com-
mission game management experts.

Due

o, R Lh ]‘E‘M e

ﬂ ".-}”“-'] '

bl of =

“*Call Floek”™ of Canada Geese.
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vear, the
Au-
gust. By late September when the first
flocks of arrived the wheat
several inches high, proving very tasty
and succulent to the visting geese,
The number of ducks on a
refuge for a |H'l‘imi of time 1s measured
by “goose-use' dayvs or “duck-use” days.

wet conditions last

was sown by aircraft during

LO extreme
wheat

.Lrl.lul._;{u

Was
geese or

[For example one goose on an area for
two days equals two goose-use davs. In
the fall of 1968, Red Rock accu-
mulated approximately 35,000 goose-use
days and 100,000 duck-use davs. Autumn
of 1969 showed a dramatic increase in wa-
terfow!l with 1,300,000 goose-use-davs and
The goose

refuge

over 7,700,000 duck-use days.

specles were quite evenly distributed
among Canada, blue and snow geese.
Ducks included most species with the

majority being mallards.

Over 5,000 acres of public hunting
areas are available on portions of the
outer perimeter of the refuge. About

3.000 acres offers p'mul H;.‘-[:ml'] game hunt-
ing for quail, pheasant, rabbits, squirrel
and deer. The remaining 2,000 acres is
bottom land and is expected to provide
good waterfowl hunting.

These publie hunting areas are clearly
marked with green and white signs while
the refuge 1s distinetly posted with yvel-
low and black signs. Hunters must ob-
serve these signs as it i
that the kept
trespassing) during the
the flock ot

very important
inviolate (no

fall migration so

refuge be

that wild Canada'’s will con-

tinue to Iincrease.
The Red Rock refuge waterfowl man-
agement program has proven itselt suc-

The ultimate
to build up a goose flock and pro-

cessful 1n two short years.
IL_rH:i} 1S
vide quality Canada goose hunting for
the lowa hunter on a controlled basis. A
dual purpose also provides the outdoors-
man opportunities to observe and study
these magnificent migrators as
over and feed 1in

thev stop
this state H:.‘LI]'_H"HE

sancutary.
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A variety of modern hunting knives.

The Hunting Knife

by David Evans
[over since man started eating anything
that didn't eat him first, a knife has been
one of his mosi treasured tools. And
modern man, for all his technilogical ad-
vancements, has still not found a substi-
tute for a dependable blade.

A good knife 1s vital for the outdoors-
mall, weekend camper or soldier in Viet-
nam Through the years knives have
heen used for everything from fighting
a bear to cleaning fingernails.

Thousands of lowans carry all types
and sizes of knives when hunting, fishing
or camping. Because a knife is so im-
portant, a person should select his with
care and treat 1t properly. One who 18
planning on buving a blade will find a
bewlidering variety available.

A question often asked is: “How much
should T spend for a knife?” The best
answer is: “As much as necessary.’
Prices range from $5 for mass produced
types to $50 or more for custom made
obe of highest quality. Good knives are
expensive, but it’s a lifetime investment
and well worth the price.

Anyone can waltz into a sporting goods
store and plunk down $15 for a good serv-
iceable blade. However, many hunters
of modest means are putting out $20 to
¢30 for hand-made knives of excellent
quality. One will be better off buying a
high quality, high priced blade than &
low priced knife. Chances are it will
st longer and give better service.

Tempered blades are a good choice.
Thev hold an edge longer and because
they have been heat-treated, are stronger.
A cheap blade will only be a menace 10
life and limb, Poor blades become dull
casily ... and a dull knife 18 dangerous,
The duller the knife, the more pressure

one must apply to cul When pressure 1s
nereased, the blade 1s more likely to
slip. This can result in slicing yvour fin-
o, arm, leg or anyvthing else in the wayv.
The ultimate in frusi ration is having a
cheap knife blade break while cleaning
4 deer 1n the hnn]uln{jks_

A survey of what outdoorsmen carry
to perfrom the necessary field and stream
surgery would turn up evervthing from
1H'it|'|-'f!ﬂ'f|s|li‘l| |Hn:k£-*1':-:lli‘u't_‘:-= Lo mini-
machetes. Actually, most will perform
adequately, but the right size and shape
will do a job easier.

What makes for a good knife can start
a few ‘“hot stove” arguments and most
autdoorsmen have their favorites. Obvi-
ously certain types gain reputations such
as the Bowie knife and become Very pop=
nlar.

Qize and shape are a matier of ill*i'r-iﬂllill
preference as long as they get the job
done. One can use a pocketknife to field
dress an elk 1if necessary. However, a
larger sheath knife will do a much bet-
ter job.

A 1_'IH-{| POt ketknife will be more than
satisfactory for the fisherman and small
grame hunter in lowa. Most deer hunt-
ers prefer a sheath knife. A 5-inch knife
is an excellent choice for field dressing
deey. It's not necessary Lo lug around
<omething only slightly shorter than Ex-
calibur when deer hunting. However, if
hunting out west, don't be misled by the
‘dea that a large knife is the mark of a
tenderfoot any more. A 5-inch blade will
handle most field dressing and camp
chores, but in emergencies a good big
knife is generally better than a good little
one.

Probably more pocketknives are sold
than any other kind. Thev range from
the single bladed job to “Boy Qeout’ and
Qwiss Army types. They feature such in-
teresting accouterments as 4 leather
punch, screwdriver, bottle opener and
corkscrew.

Machetes, skinning and filleting knives
are more specialized tools. For skinning
game, a wide bladed knife is best because
it will ride along the fleshy side and a8
4 result there is less chance it will jump
and cut through the <kin. The cutting
edge should have a curve to “rock’ the
hlade through difficult spots.

The filleting knite is becoming mOre
popular all the time. Thin and flexible
it must be long enough to properly cut
through the fish. Reducing a three
pound walleye to boneless, skinless fil-
lets with four passes of a thin bladed
knife is a beautiful piece of work to beé
hold.

Machetes are used for clearing brush
and cutting firewood and not for carving
up game. Many have replaced the trusty
hand axe with a machete from the local
military surplus store. But an axe will
not only cut brush and wood, but also
helps clean big game. When dressing
out a deer, it's often necessary to cul
the pelvis in half. A couple of whacks
with a small hand axe does a fine job.




Hunting knives of the frontier from the
840-1865 period.

Men may disagree over the type of
nife to carry, but no one disputes the
act that it must be sharp. Most knives
eed sharpening when purchased from
he store, but there is nothing very mys-
ical about putting a keen edge on it.
The first consideration in sharpening a
nife is to determine its use. A knife
or field dressing game will need a dif-
erent angle on the cutting edge than
ne to be used for cutting firewood and
int stakes. For all around skinning and
eld dressing, a cutting edge of between
0 and 30 degrees is very satisfactory.
n angle much less than 20 degrees will
1ake the edge so thin it may bend slight-

under honing pressure so it can't be
1ade really sharp. A properly tempered
1ece of steel will take and hold a good
lge provided it’'s honed correctly.

So the next consideration is the abra-
ive oil stone. Among the best are those
‘om Arkansas. Priced according to size
nd shape they run from $1.25 for a
ocket stone to $5 for a work bench stone
» about $25 for one almost a foot long.

First of all, place a few drops of light
oning oil on the stone. Saliva will also
ork if no oil is handy. This is not so
iuch to lubricate, as to carry away the
ne metal cuttings from the knife and
» keep open the pores of the stone.

Personal preference will determine the
oning direction and method. Laying
1€ blade at an angle of 20 to 30 degrees
| \d drawing it across the stone with a
ilagonal movement is one of several
ays, The blade should be drawn light-
- across with an even number of strokes
I each side. TIt’s vital that the proper
8 1gle is maintained during the operation.
he angle should be held from the blade

'| int to the rear-most portion of the cut-
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Some of America’s early stone knives from the Woodland culture of approximately 3,000
vears ago. The one in the lower left is a reproduction of a bone handled stone knife.

ting edge on both sides. Besides the
diagonal movement one can move the
knife in small circles working up and

down the edge.

The abruptly curved skinning knife re-
quires special treatment in sharpening—
drawing it across the stone in a careful,
continuous motion to sharpen the curve.

Once you have a knife sharp . . . keep
it that way.
Just about evervone likes to test the

cutting edge. If properly sharpened, the
blade should shave the hair from your
arm. An even better way to test it is
on the smooth paper from a magazine
page. If your knife can push through
the paper without sawing, it’s mighty
sharp.

The taper of the edge must be consid-

ered. Almost all knives from the factory

Draw blade across stone

have a double taper, good for whittling
and rough cutting because it doesn’t eas-
ily break. However, a double taper is
not designed for an extremely sharp edge.
So it should be removed by honing until
it's a single taper which is better for
field dressing game and skinning. Most
stones have a rough side and fine side.
[f necessary to take off a lot of steel or
change the taper use the rough side. Fin-
1sh the cutting edge with the fine side.

After using a knife clean and thor-
oughly dry it. If you intend to store it
for some time, it's advisable to coat the
blade with a protective and leave 1t out
of its sheath. One should use saddle
soap to keep the leather handle from dry-
ing out. From an esthetic point of view,
metal polish will keep the hilt and butt
looking as sharp as the edge.
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Driscover the Whbion’s Sui
. Lycover [ e t{son s — ntpe

The Wilson's snipe, sometimes called
jacksnipe or common snipe, is a visitor
to Towa during the fall and spring migra-
tion. They nest from Newfoundland and
northern Manitoba south to northwest
Pennsylvainia, northern [1linois and
Qouth Dakota. They winter from the
Gulf of Mexico north sparringly to the
Northern States. They can be told from
dowitchers, which are about the same
<ize and shape, by the browner more
streaked head and back, extremely long,
slender bill, and in flight by the brown
rump and orange tail. When flushed they
fly off in rapid zigzag flight uttering a
_ rasping note. They are generally found
'-.:..“._ close to cover, while dow itchers prefer to
3 feed in the open. Theilr call soundsg like
q low rasping kzrrt. Snipe feed on worms
and other invertabrate animals found in
wet soil along boggy margins of streams
and marshes.

The Wilson Sili[}t- is almost a torgotten
game bird in lowa. In January 1940, a

eIt AT

Ronald Rowing, Unit Game Manager
Bod Moats, Fish and Game
(Conservation Officer

freeze struck the winter range
lasting two weeks. Their feeding grounds
froze and made it almost impossible for
them to obtain food. A large part of the
population parished due to this freak
weather condition. Hunting was closed
until the seed stock could make a come-
back. It was more than 10 years bhefore
the population could again stand a har-
vest. The older dyed in the wool snipe
hunters then returned to their favorite
snipe areas to again hunt the elusive
bird. However, there was a new gener-
ation of hunters who had never expe-
vienced this grand sport.

About 1.090 hunters harvested 12,3
Wilson's snipe last year. Only about .3
per cent of the hunters in lowa hunt
Many hunters are passing up the
hunt this fine sporting
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snipe,
opportunity to
hird.

The hunting
this vear October 3 and
December 6 with a daily bag limit of

lowa
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snipe season in
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eight and possession limit of 16. Shoot:

ing hours are from sunrise to sunset.

Hunting this little bumble bee of the
marsh can be both rewarding and frus
trating. The wild erratic flight of the
snipe can be a test for even the best shot.
Most all shotguns will work, even @&
four-ten if you are an excellent shot. The
snipe isn't hard to kill, so even a few
TY5's, 8’s or 9's will do the job.

Like any hunting sport there are sev
eral wavs to hunt the snipe. Jump shool
ing, pass shooting near feeding or roost
ing areas and by hiding in cover and
shooting feeding areas with or without
Snipe are sometimes

decoys are a few
because

difficult to find after downed
they usually blend in well with their sut”
roundings. A good retriever will mukf‘
yvour hunt more enjoyable and also elimi-
nate possible lost birds. ‘
[f yvou want a real unique hunting
experience try this little darter of the
wetlands—discover Wilson's snipe.
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