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PLAY IT PRIMITIVE

Jack Higgins

Take all the outdoor stories you've ever read, stir in vour memories
of by-gone trips, add a pinch of romance from tales told by pioneers,
sprinkle liberally with scenic wonders, and blend together until you no
longer can withstand the urge to back-pack across the bluffs and val-
ltys of the Yellow River Forest.
made
o

it’s not. It's the stuff that dreams are
waiting for those who have the ambition

Sound improbable? Well
of; and 5,256.25 acres are
follow a dream to reality.

The perfect place to start such a trek is the Trail Ride Concession
Headquarters at the eastern edge of the Paint Creek Unit of the forest.
Here, near the loading docks, is a large graveled parking lot. All that
isrequired is to park the car far enough from the docks so that persons
ising them will encounter no difficulty during our absence.

After leaving the lot we’ll have lost the last easy chance to add to
our needed supplies, so now's the time to make a quick check. Plenty
0f water? Enough food, salt, matches? Okay, let's go.

Ignoring the road we came in on, we'll head for the banks of Big

Faint Creek, then hike up stream to where it branches., Our first night
Will be spent far up the valley of the Little Paint, so we take the right

fork.

In no time we're under the county road bridge and pausing in its
shade for a breather. The part of the valley just crossed is stingy with
shade; more like an Alpine meadow than a forest. We've seen the
thousands of young seedlings, many of them walnuts. In a few short

= years, shade will be abundant

Perhaps Little Paint is the first real trout stream we've ever seen

2 Even if it isn't, we can’t resist the temptation to cool our wrists in its
: 13pia.'ihing water. There! That sudden flash-—a rainbow darting out of

'_jits favorite retreat to grab a succulent insect,

. @ Ahead, Little Paint clings closely to the water seulptured rock bluft

H g that lines the west side of the valley. The textured stones are softened
- 20y the draping limbs of American vew. A short walk brings us within

1l 'S protective shadow.

IJ 2 For about a mile we walk up the broad lower end of the valley
wody 18 PaSsing through several spacious camp and picnic grounds. After ford-
T el Mg Little Paint for the second time, we’ll be within a five minute hike

apgined f a wooden barrier that marks the end of the line for vehicular traffic.
; Pity those people who are tied to fancy camping rigs and can go no
el Urther!
‘ What a difference! The grass is shabbier, less trampled; Little Paint
(s narrowing, the valley walls are drawing together. Up here, near the
I0rthern boundary fence is the place to look for the perfect camp spot.
- fow about those two towering walnuts for stringing our lean-to lines?
% We're woodsmen now, so as we go about setting up camp we take
. ‘%tra precautions. When we leave we'll want no one to know that
2 Ve've been here. Carefully the firepit is dug. The sod is set to one side
810 it won't be damaged. Enough, and no more, wood is gathered from
he forest floor: and when these and other camp chores finished,
: u‘+E re ready to catch trout for supper.
“au® With the fading of day it’s time to retire. As the hustle and bustle
activity comes to an abrupt halt, an almost frightening silence
fears and
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a0 1:‘.~‘-' Across the creek a raccoon family bursts out of the protection of
i lieir den tree; their sharp claws clacking loudly as they slip noisily
4#'own the trunk. A doe brings her fawn to the edge of the clearing

57 2Ust up wind from camp. She pauses, testing the air, before nur.lglng
‘-!"Er young one to the edge of the creek. A soft slurping sound carries
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(Continued on page 46)
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The Yellow Rlver Forest's 5,300 acres of timber and limestone bluffs offer a never-to-be-
forgotten back-pack challenge.
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Page 46
Ron Schara
This will sound silly, infinitely

imple and somebody's going to
@y “prove it but all you have to
0 to catch lunker bass is fish for
hem.

Waldo Imus, a Centerville resi-
gnt who fishes strictly for big

ss, didn’t necessarily dream up
fi§ fishing' theory, but he prac-
ites it with great dedication and

t has brought results. His record
f bass catches reads like a pro-

gessive weight chart—many three
wunders, numerous five pounders.
lite a few six to seven pounders,

touple of eight and one-half
ound beauts and a gran daddy
irge-mouth that went over nine
ounds.

How does he do it? First of all.

' doesn’'t have

any real special

¥trets.” He uses spinners, plugs,

K rind, etc., that are readily
ind in sporting good stores, and

* fishes in the same Jowa lakes
L other IIII‘I'IE]]I' do Yet, one
Wl Separates him from most
ner fishermen. “I fish for lunk-
5 only,"” he said, “and I eithe:
iich them or none at all.” Most
hermen will gladly catch a
nker bass if the occasion arises,

iWever, because he has special-
8 in fishing strictly for the big
Ies, his techniques are different.
M-',IH}.' bass experts say a bass
Ug should be retrieved slowly

fldo generally retrieves his lure

Ut as fast as he can. He ad-
its he conuld probably increase
i Catch by using a slower re

leve, but he's a lunker fisherman:
has caught them with a fast re-
Un.li'.ll., Lo

who's aregue?

.., : .

You've got to find 'em to catch
" is another rule that Waldo
lows. Lake Wapello is one of his

“orite fishing areas because he
f0ws"™ the lake. Through his
's of fishing, he has located
Up offs, underwater ridges,
\mps, logs, shallow water and

€ Lypes of big bass habitat.
ishing is slow in one of these
48, he keeps moving to others

tl he finds the bass. To locate

= 1€ areas, Waldo reads the shore-

s 3
8 -

For example, he looks for

" 48 d points, which might indicate
M'laridge continues underwater,
8 also looks for rocky or sandy

W ''es, gulleys, bays, coves—any-
i that might indicate what

'!':un lies on the lake bottom. To

4

| hidden holes drop
ldo uses a “plug sounding” tech-
ue. He casts a fast sinking lure
| begin to rapidly count 1, 2,
;.

or off s,

as soon as it hits the water,
Ht”hs the count when the plug
Ches the bottom. He figures the
£ Ssinks one foot for each count:
tefore, if the count ended at 15,
€Xample, he estimates the wa-
Lo be 15 feet deep. This meth-

1 may or may not be accurate,
“*8 at least he has an index to
| Water depth. If he hooks a

15 at a particular depth, he is
1 ° to retrieve the lure at that

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST

depth again by
sounding method

using the plug

Big Plugs—Big Fish

Big plugs—big fish-—may not be
true for all species. but the large
mouth is a and

glutton would

tackle a blue whale if given the
chance Waldo gives them the
chance. He uses large plugs of
various designs and actions, He

switches plugs often until he finds

a plug that bass will hit on a pa:
ticular day. His reason? “If bass
are eating ice cream and vou're

offering cake; vou'd better switch

L0 1ce cream too."
3ecause Waldo fishes bass with

artificials and because lunkers are
often found in log and stump-filled
Waldo

water, uses a plug saving

device he calls a “plug knocker."
It is a device whereby plugs can
be unsnagged from the lake bot-
tom Plug savers are available

commercially or they can be home-
Waldo

plumb bob, a

made made one with a
stationer's ring and
of string. He

attached the ring to the plumb bob

i :lﬂllf._‘, plece cord

and tied one end of the string to
the stationer's ring

When a plug becomes snagged
he moves the boat until he is di
rectly over the snagged plug. He
opens the ring binder and closes
It around the fishing line. Then.

holding on to the fishing line and

the string, he lowers the plumb
bob until it reaches the plug. With
one hand, he holds the fishing line

taunt. With the other hand, he
raises and lowers the string which
bounces the plumb bob against the
plug. He continues this
procedure until the plumb bob dis-
J!J*i}_fl':-i the I'ﬁill;.;'. With this method,
he saves many plugs that would
ordinarily be lost the lake bot
tom

snagged

Lo

Fishes Deep Water

Generally, Waldo likes to fish in

deep water (10 to 14 feet). How-
ever, he varies this depending on
where he finds the bass. Part of

the reason he fishes deep water is
because of the time he prefers to
fish. His favorite fishing hours are
10 to 4 in the afternoon. During
these daylight hours lunker bass
frequent the deeper water. So,
part of his fish where the fish are
theory, he fishes the deep water.

as

Perhaps you can see by now,
that Waldo just 1uses common
sense In most of his techniques

plus a few *“‘tricks’ that help him
find and land the big ones that he
knew were there. And, Ilastly,
Waldo fishes just for the lunkers

. nothing else. “It's sad,” Waldo
said, “but fishing strictly for lunk-

ers spoils you for normal bass
fishing.” “I know we could catch

smaller bass over there (he
pointed toward the shore), but I
can't make myself fish for them,"
he said., Just then he hooked but
lost a bass when it broke the sur-
face. He estimated its weight
;]|"||I_|[11| _ﬁ-:i;-; ]l:llll‘lilH. Waldo _iIIH|
grinned. “I'll lose and I'll
catch some,” he said, there'll be
another day

s0me

S0Ine

PLAY IT PRIMITIVE—
(Continued from page 41)
above the babble of the stream. A tell-tale clic King of hooves brushing

against the rocks signals their use of the invisible trail across the creek

and up the opposite slope. And as silver shafts of moonlight thread

through the leafy canopy, night birds start to call
we dream dreams this night ?

With first

Is it anv wonder

>

light a blizzard of sound is unleashed. Birds of all Lypes

and sizes greet the new dav so loudly that furthe: dallving in the
warmth of downey sleeping bags is impossible. Besides, that sound of

trout
1I'0cd

feeding
that fiv

Little Paint is impossible to r
man, breakfast depends on

coming from
and have at it,

sist. Grab

our skill!

After devouring all the fresh-caught trout, bacon and ste iming coffee

in sight, it’s time to break camp. The fire's doused, the sod is replaced

and any other traces of the camp carefully removed. Even by the time
packing frames are strapped in place, the grass, so recently crushed

by sleeping bags, is starting to reach upward to the sky

The next stop isn't much more than a half to three-quarters of a mile

away as the crow flies: but not being crows means that we'll have to

pack it if we're ever to see the other side of the hill. A little back-
tracking is necessary to get the new trail. Just after rossing the first
ford, we turn right, walking around an old iron gate blocking a long

forgotten road,

Walk softly here, for surely this must be
Lrees primordial

The
appearance with
heavy, ancient moss. Massive pipe stem rocks poke up on both sides
of the trail. They, too, are
of all kinds crowd the floor and sides of
and it

heaven

completely covered

a preview of
are n almost

covered

thi

INNDSS

Ferns and woodland plants

ravine. It's a gentle walk.

!

!"]l‘i.“‘ ';_llll S00I1.

A .H]".U!1_

cCOUunty

vet demanding trek is turn onto the
at the head of the trail. Go ahead and groan at that hill
stretching upward to the left. It's steep, all right, but the climb will be
worthwhile. Just a little way beyond are some br« athtaking overlooks.
We cache the packs near the direction signs and walk on out. These
cliffs, high above the valley of the Big Paint, are for the very brave,
and the very cautious, as the fall is nearly perpendicular all the way

dead ahead

a5 we

road

to the stream bed far below
We could take a path down the face of the bluff. It's located near
the middle of the three overlooks, but instead we decide in favor of

the longer route that follows the county road. So, it's back to the cache
and up the road that leads past a well established stand of pines. It
proves to be a good decision for we

branch of a tree

spol a pair of ruffled grouse perched

Oon a Jow

When we reach the valley floor we turn right and follow the main
county road for a short way. We'll eventually desert the road in favor
of the railroad tracks that parallel the road at this point, but not until
we've taken a close look at a big colony of bank swallows. These dart-
ing birds inhabit a sandstone bluff to the right of us

L.eaving the road at

way

this point, we cross over to the railroad right
o1 Trains seldom use the tracks, so there is little danger. And
even if a train does approach, it's easy to get off the flat right-of-way.
The number of song birds that call this stretch of .
astounding.

racks home is
Years of “neglect” have allowed dense thickets of food
producing shrubs to grow here,
noisily scold us for intruding. Quiet actions reassure them. however
and they quickly go back about their business

Like all good home owners. the birds

It's a hot trip across the bottoms, and the appearance of a way-side
up ahead near the bridge over Big Paint speeds our feet. Talk about
an inviting spot; this is it! High above the Big Paint, turkey vultures
are riding invisible air currents, their sharp eyes scanning every nook
and cranny that might contain carrion scraps left over from a kill made
by br'er fox. Hold still! Here comes one to Investigate our condition
Whoops, must have spotted a movement, for off he goes.

[t’s about time for us to get underway, too. Another mile or so will
get us up beyond the regular camp grounds on Big Paint. There we
can cache our packs and cool our feet for awhile, maybe even catch
a trout or two for lunch. No sense going for more than that: there'll

be plenty of them wanting to be caught around supper time

In the meantime, let’s hike off to the southwest corner of the forest
and see what these foresters mean when they talk about “forest man-
agement.” Without the packs it doesn't take long to go down stream
and pick up the trail just west of the Custodian’s Quarters. It leads

up through a plantation of pines to the top of the bluff. Hey! These
guys must have heard that we're pretty poor at identifying trees. Those
signs sure help, don’t they?

Talk about a bird watcher's paradise; this must be it. Look at the

size of that woodpecker, it's as big as a crow! What's the bird guide
call it? Pileated Woodpecker? So what if we can't pronounce it?
We've seen a spectacular bird before heading back to camp

(Continued on page 48)
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GETTING TO KNOW
THE CHANNEL
CATFISH

Harry Harrison

Superintendent of Biolog?)

From the standpoint ot the Iowan

Conservation Commission’'s fishel
les program, the channel catfish
has HnEw.I!':.i.r'..‘ 1]'|i..ti:i_T'.'.';iT.:Ir!‘:.=i that

point to our good fortune in hav-

ing the channel catfish as a resi-
dent in our Iowa streams.

The channel cat 1s a species
with a wide tolerance for condi
tions that normally result in the

demise of other fish species

He lives well under condition -
clear or salty waters; he uses a
wide varietv of foods which 1s nat
urally insuranci igainst specifi
food shortages: he thrives during
floods as ell as under coil tior
of minimum flows: and | Vel
quite tolerant of pollution. Thes:
conditions are the f{ruits of ¢«
lization—they will be with us fro:
now on It follows, then, that
while othei species valleve

smallmouth bass

northern pike,
to dimini

continue i1sh or remain

111
the channel catfish
will be called upon more and more
the and of
expanding number stream
fishermen
To

catfish
servation

small numbers

to meet needs desires

arn of
meet channel
Iowa Con

these needs,
by the

Commission

studies
have
stepped up in the past
the intention

that our

lead ever deeper into their life
histories Currently, catfish are
being studied intensively on six

lowa streams. and it is anticipated

that a seventh stream will be in-
cluded during the summer. Infor-
mation resuiting from these 1nves
tigations will be analyzed to dis
cover which lowa streams are pro-
ducing the best populations of caf
fish. The next step i1s to deter
mine the *“whys."” For instance,

why do certain streams
produce more catfish than others?
Why do catfish living in a certain
area grow faster than they do in

Or @Hreas

another? What conditions are
present in these streams that are
absent in others? Can the condi-

tions that promote the well-being

of catfish in good areas be dupli

cated in streams with low popu-
lations of catfish?
A part of our current work in

volves a This is a

catfisher

tagging study
where the

help making sure

study

1_1.| ¥ 1.

man, cocan by

that tags from marked catfish get
imto the hands of Conservatlion
Commission employees

In our tagging work with the
channel catfish, we use a rathel

E]l'l1!l~"”!~ l't :.ll_::ll]:_

unique
1maost

Where
tagging studies

attached to the

15 fish

|J_"||'
markers

exterior

of the fish—the jaws, gills, fins
ete we employ an internal tag
Our technique involves making a

in the
hich

metal tag i1s inserted

small incision
wall through w

numbered

fish's belly
a small serial

IOWA CONSERYATIONIST

'he tag floats freely in the cavily
ontaini the intestinal system
o0 identify tagged fish, we re-
move the small fatty fin located on

11 pDAackK just thead of the tail.

This appendage, called the adipose

fin, 1= non=-functional and will not

orow back It does not harm the
nsn vheéen removed

Perhaps vou are curious why ‘
1IS¢ an internal tag—a tag not vis-
ible—rather than a tag affixed to
the outside of the fish 1n plain

-r'Ht]' Previous studies show that

external markers have a consider-

abli el et LI LI IO bhe-
havior of the fish carrving them

The nierna LAES il t hie othe

hand., do 1 ffect the fisl | L1

Yol

11 Ol hn d happen to catceh

L. Ccains thout I Ai1pOSt 111
' I contal L tag. We would
Ke oy to open the fish and I«

\ ) ' '..“ 1 !_: 1 1"' | ) i ]
11 £ Lhe 1nts I A long 1tn
ne 1 | IT Tl LAg Ve needa L

now ui i1 the 1 ] | taken
1 i i t |+":'| 1 m Ll r!i" I 1
nose to the ti the tail, and, as
precis [ 15} where 1t wa
caugh

W hat Celll b :-"I!'f"." .l*.. LIk

Many 1mportani
whether or at-
and. if so, whether

¥ LT O o f
.l;_,hlf;h sLudles

things, such as not «

fish migrate;

they migrate upstream or down
stream. Tagging studies give In-

formation about required se

ranges Thevy tell the Lol
28 th rate now [asl andad L1
vhat Lim o1 the veal ImMost
TOWLh oCcCcurs They proy ide hg-
ures indicating the size of the pop-
ulation. They indicate how high a
population must be to furnish good
fishing nd they provide figures
on how 1711 h are caught

To date ve have tagged over
22,000 catfish. They are in the
Little Sioux. Missouri. Des Moines
and Lower Skunk Rivers and the
Mississippt River in the wvicinity
of Burlington. We hope to tag an

additional 30000 catfish this sum-

mer.
Studies deep into the
personal life of the channel catfish

probing

have been going forward for more
than 20 years., Many things have
been learned about this versatile

species, FKisheries scientists have,

in a general way, learned what the
catfish eats; how abundant they

are in various habitats: where,
when and under what conditions
they spawn; how fast they grow;
how to culture them under arti-
ficial conditions and a myriad of

other things
derived
to

that

from the
this point
providing

Knowledge
'.'-.lli'l'. :Jn'1'|r|[|lrr|!|'~;1]1'r.|

shows conclusively

more and better catfish fishing in
l[owa streams can only come
through proper management. To

better the channel catfish,
st know more precisely what
requirements must be met to fur-
the catfish the environment
best suited to his particular needs.
Tagging studies will provide much
of this

manage

we Il

nish

needed information.
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BUILD YOUR OWN WEEDLESS HOOKS W

Max Schnepf
Fishermen have

made flies poppers

I'IT‘_J.‘__:_—.'
and an unbelievable as

othel

SOries

| 1~ 1 .
fishing tackle ind acces

With

|
- i ¢ TRdrs
eIl 1 IR L AN

the rigl

4 |.1.|-H1:_._‘-

Lime
added

apal e

I
F 4
Materials Il 1Lt 1 OI E-1N0OSH
pliers. hooks (s51ze Wil depel on
' i fichino % AL '|.'}|? ' i
pe of fishing ), very light pia
}
h

Cut a length of
ly four times as long

shank. Bend the

wire approximate-

as the hook's

wire at its cen-

ter point until it is nearly bent
double. Gripping the wire with
the pliers at the point of bend,
make a slight crook about an

eight of an
bend

inch from the point of

"CHUMMING"

Chumming a fishing 1sn't
anything new to an ol' time carp
fisherman, but for the angler about

H]HIT

to start it's a good trick that al-
most insures early success

To chum a favorite carp fishing
hole. means to throw scraps ol
vour fishing bait into the area a
1111:-.' or two before vou come back

for the “kill.”" The increase in food
supply caused by your tasty addi-
tion to the water attracts carp to
the area. Then, when you're ready
for business, simply use enough of
the same bait to cover a No. 4 or 6
treble hook; plunk il into the wa-

ter and hold on!

Most carp fishermen use a dough-
ball material for chumming and

produced home-
rods

sortment oOf

aterials

Bun

through

the
from

the two {ree ends ot

the

hook eye

W wm m

bottom. Holding the point of |
on the inside of the hook tip
a gradual curvature in the @
from the L1p ol the hook to B
hook eve. The curvature of B

re should be great enougn so 8

iter most point of the curves
helow the tip of the hook.

k2

*_\.1
\Wwnen Lne correct curvature |
been determined, bend the |}
free ends Hf the wire down al
the shank of the hook. Wrap x

ends to the snanky

ing

cesslive

the

cement

the

any

with
and clip away

Tie the wrapping
shank, then place a droj
the wrapping.

fly

thread

wire

on

With the wire at its poin!
bend placed on the inside of
hook’s tip, the hook will ¢fa @8
slide over weeds. When setlgg ™
the hook following a strike, ::‘I'f‘"ll-“!:
light wire will be forced upw i s
against the hook's shank wher(@ -
cannot interfere with the hook M. ol
process. " I'-\-". |
bait. Here are two reliable dou g ., :

ball
1.

Good Luck!

recipes.

Combine same quantities

much you think Y0
need) of cornmeal and 1
Mix thoroughly and add a1
drops of water unt il the d:'.-'
crumbles, B

a5

is firm. If 1t

adding water. Roll the dot
and cut into lumps 1..1
enough to cover hook. H
dough will not stay on
htuﬂ{, work one or two wi

of cotton into the tiuii;.‘,!l

Knead one pound of cornni
one pound of ground beel
horsemeat and one pound
four until it combines int
firm dough. Add a few wh
of cotton. cut into small |
lets and you're ready to 8
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°“' AZY MAN—LAZY DOG—LAZY HUNT

¢

Ron Schara

Last year, about three hours after the opening of pheasant or quail
gason, chances are there were a number of disgusted and perplexed
0g owners. For weeks they had waited to head for the sloughs only
) find that after a few hours hunting their highly-prized pointers and
dtrievers were lagging behind, tongues hanging out and lungs gasping
iIr alr.

if this sounds like your experience last fall, don’t give up Lthe
Dg. After all, wasn't it you who let the dog loaf and lie around all
immer? How could he be expected to give a top-notch performance ?
Allowing your dog to get rusty on his hunting skills during the sum-
ler is not only unfair to the dog (and yourself) but it isn't neces-
iry. Summer and early fall are ideal times to condition your canine
g r the working months ahead. Doing this gives you a three-fold ad-
Sintage. The dog acquires new skills; he becomes sharper on the old

On

Fiili:ﬁ; and, at the same time, his physical condition is improved
j' The training methods you use will, of course, be different depending
flwhcther you are a "pointer or retriever man," however, the proce-
g ire will be the same. Good training methods are based on repetition
# 4 memory. You must keep repeating the thing vou want him to do
#1til he associates the action with That is the
S5 ¥ ek to training any dog.
: i It 1s never too late to start training.
he's willing to.

18
a particular command.

Any dog of any age can learn

Pointer Tips
AS any pointer man knows, his dog must do tremendous amounts

running to hunt effectively. Obviously, a pointer that has lain
ound all summer will be short on wind, about 10 pounds overweight
d cannot be expected to perform all day
At least once a week during the summer your pointer should be
ercised. Beginning in September, exercising sessions should be
— ‘reased to twice weekly. If your dog is a hunting veteran, most
ely exercise and conditioning will be all he'll need in preparation
W " the hunting season. That's assuming he has not forgotten his field

inners, which, of course, can be easily checked during these sessions

15 much better to find these “embarrassing’ faults now instead of on

* first covey of quail,

If the dog ‘““flash points,” tie him the 50-foot check cord
8 pointer that has learned to hold point before will need but a few

sons to remember it again, especially after he's been snapped back
8 the rope a few times. If you use wild game birds, this type of
. According to Jowa law: "It shall be unlawful

Lo agam

® lining must wait,
train a bird dog on game in the wild from March 15 to July 15 each
ir."

ff you have only recently joined the ranks of pointer men via a

i W puppy that was whelped in January or February, he should be old

fough to hunt somewhat respectively this fall, but that means some

g ort on your part this summer. The “how-to"” of training a pointer

b too detailed to be covered in this story. Obtain a good book on the

f)ject and consult a fellow pointer man for advice. A new book on

4 "3 ¢ market that has received widespread approval is one entitled:

11 i ng and Shot by Robert G. Wehle. It is published by Country Press,

strik pt. B, Scottsville, New York. Other listings of training books can

ol | obtained by writing: American Field Publishing Company, 222 W
 ams Street, Chicago, Illinois.

‘Lithmlgh there are many accepted means of training a pointer, there

! some things that must not be done regardless of the training

thod used. The biggest mistake beginning trainers make is over-

rking a young dog. Exercise and training sessions are good for a

eéé to four month old pup; but, by all means, do not overdo them.

4l '8¢ sessions should be play not work., Five to ten minute sessions
fil more than enough at first. Anytime your pup shows signs of
edom or stops paying attention to you, stop immediately. In fact,
s preferred that this point is never reached. It is much better to

il b while the dog is still eager for more; and, in time, he'll indicate
mblf / much serious training he can take during one outing.
his matter of overdoing a dog's training is very important. Your
gment of this may determine whether the dog keeps his desire and

ressiveness. These are the assets vou most want to keep in your
3 1ter.
v Retriever Tips
retriever owner has a variety of “things to do" with his dog. New
| more difficult types of retrieves can be taught throughout the
three to four years of a retriever's life. However, if your re-

e ' 8 ver has hunting experience of a year or more and you do not wish

pin® dd such things as double retrieves, triple retrieves, blind retrieves,
faly & S : . : - s : .

g d signals, ete., the off-season is still a time to iron out disciplinary

) 1 .. "Etrie'!,"ing P]‘U'hli‘lﬂ:i encountered last fall. Also, ihf“.'ﬂﬂ 'LI‘:IiHiH}I

lons will help condition him for hunting this fall

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST

If you wish to add to his retrieving skills or if the dog has bad hab-
its which you cannot break, a good book or advice from other dog
trainers will start you on the right track. A popular book is: Training
Your Retriever by James Lamb Free [t is published by Coward-
MecCann Inc., 200 Madison Avenue, New York 17, New York.

A puppy that will be 10 to 12
should be ready to hunt this fall.
old now, you are limited to obedience training

nonths old by the hunting season
If your pup is three to six months
By the time the dog

IS seven to nine months old, he can be started on short, single re-
trieves. When to actually start retrieves is a subject of much contro-
versy; and for the most part, you must decide for yourself. Most

trainers agree that if you can wait, you'll be money ahead. A dog that
1s almost a year old is usually eager and ready to learn, which makes
the job of training much easier,

Regardless of your desires to quickly teach your pup new lessons,
by all means, do not rush him. A ten minute session a day is plenty
and you'll find that short sessions will accomplish more than if you
work him only once a week for a half hour period. The dog's qualities
that you chance to lose by rushing his training are not worth what
little is gained. Like pointers, a retriever’'s desire and aggressiveness
are his most valuable assets.

Field Trials

The words “field trial” probably makes you shudder. It shouldn't.
The man who has braved entering a trial not only finds it clean
fun but, more important, he receives eight to nine months of enjoyment
from his dog rather than just the two month hunting season And
there's nothing like a “bull session'” with other trialers to pick up the
latest tips and solutions for particular training problems you might
have.

15

Throughout the state there are numerous pointer and retriever clubs
that hold their own field trials, so it is not hard to find one to enter.
In these trials, there is usually a stake or class for which your dog, by
ability and age, will be suited. Don't shy away just you
think your dog will not win. Win or lose, both you the dog
are gaining good experience.

because
and

There are entry fees to pay, but they reasonable, and

the money is used to finance future trials.

are (uite
If you don't understand how a trial is run, what stakes there are or
what is required of the dog in each stake, attend a trial as a spectator
After watching and talking to the trialers, you'll soon understand the
operation
Working the dog trials is the pinnacle of dog training. And, once
you've entered your first trial, you'll be “hooked"” from then on.

$7 RECREATION/CONSERVATION STICKER

Secretary of the Interior
Steward Udall recently announced
that the new Recreation/Conser-
vation sticker will be sold for 37
The sticker entitles the driver of
a private noncommercial auto-
mobile and all his passengers to
admission to federal recreation
areas for one year beginning April
1. It should mean a considerable
saving in admission fees for large
families and persons who use
federal recreation areas frequently.

The Department of the Interior
expects to sell five million stickers

Outdoor Recreation

\Water/

this year. The revenue will be for ﬁill]&‘l‘it'ﬂ
set aside in the Land and Water S ¥ o TN NI
Conservation Fund which was kit e
established by Congressional for the use of sites, equipment and
legislation earlier this year. Ap- other facilities, such as camp and
propriations from the Fund will tpajler sites. picnic sites, boat

be made annually by Congress for
federal, and local recreation
needs.
Recreation/Conservation
ers are on sale at federal recrea-
tion areas, offices of many federal

launching sites, rowboats, motor

state boats, etc.
stick- On a canoeing trip, always carry
a Spare paddle.

agencies that manage public When camping, take nothing but
recreation areas and Bureau of pictures, leave nothing but foot-
Outdoor Recreation offices. Single prints.

entry or weekly fees may be paid
by persons who do not wish to
purchase the annual sticker, a

Musts for a camping pack are:
pocketknife, water-proofed

The §7 sticker does not cover matches, compass and a first-aid
fees other than admission charges kit,

LEU NS 00 0
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GREEN-WINGED TEAL HE R

(Anas carolinensis)

BLUE-WINGED TEAL
(Anm discors)

SPECULUM

DUCK HUNTERIS BONUS same rate as they are harvesting ulations of other duckKs norma :
other species Though hunters present during the regular du

might report blue-wing bands at a hunting season. Perhaps this eal
= -

Bob Barratt hunter's bag in an average year. slightly lower rate than those from hunting will create a disturbar
Superintendent of Game In 1963, Iowa had a split water- other ducks, we believe that the and make poor hunting during t

For the first time since the war fowl season with the first part of difference is largely due to the low regular season.

years in the early 1940's, lowa the season opening in early Octo- kill on thi: particular species We must also determine if W
waterfowl hunters will have an bel That season blue-wings A preat deal of information can terfowl hunters in lIowa are

opportunity to hunt ducks thi made up approximately 30 per- be determined from banding data. terested in a special season

year during the month of Septem- cent of the entire “take.” In 1964, Not only does the data tell us the this type.

bel Does this mean that water- they comprised about 20 percent migration patterns of the birds, In order to find the solution
fowl populations have suddenly re- of the hunters' bag during the first but it gives us natural mortality the many problems involved, W
covered from the lows of the last half of the split season. This in- rates, hunting mortality rates, dis- terfowl technicians will evalu
few vears? 'The answer to this dicates that an early season could tribution patterns, and many other this experiment carefully Bar

gquestion 1s an emphatic “NO substantially increase the harvest factors which are important to Ing and subsequent recovery
Mallards and other popular spe- of Lhis species. In 1963 and 1964, waterfowl management Blue- bands will provide us with mu
cies are still in short supply. however, we had unusually warm winged teal data indicates that a useful information Questio

In an attempt to provide duck falls; and September frosts had combination of factors is causing naires; wing collections; field ¢ J
hunting recreation without further not driven out the blue-wings. a high natural mortality rate for servations; censuses of birds !
endangering species in short sup- Normally our first frosts occur in this species Waterfowl experts fore, during and after the seaso
ply, waterfowl managers have late September, and the blue-wings believe that mortality from hunt- and other means of collecting da .
taken a long look at our over-all leave for warmer chimates Rec- ing could be substituted to a cer- will be employed All of this 1 |8
duck populations. Research by bi- ords show that peak populations tain degree for the high natural formation will be carefully studi I
ologists and game managers in the of blue-winged teal in this state mortality. In other words, it is to determine the success or faill -
Mississippli and Central Flyways occur between September 15 and pelieved that the number of birds of the experiment. g
has shown that most blue-winged September 20. taken by hunters would have little _ 3 ) ad
teal pass through the TI:«,‘\J.';,I-.;r; he- Since we do not harvest the or no effect on the over-all popu- Season I“'g"l“lm“h o HUH
fore regular duck seasons are held. blue-wings in northern states, it Jation for this species. This is To simplify identification of SP @ el
These small ducks have been sub- might be assumed that they are the reason for holding this experi- cles in the field, all teal will oy
jected to very little hunting pres- taken by hunters in the southern mental teal season. legal during this experimental se
sure. As a result. waterfowl man- part of the flyway This is not > : : son: although it was designed p
agers proposed that an experimen- the case. In the southern states, Identification ‘a;j Eroblons - marily to provide an addition g .H
tal teal season be held in an effort as in the northern part of the fly- To evaluate a season of hiS papyest of blue-wings. Gree PSS
to determine whether we can pro- way, hunting seasons are largely E:?'FI"" MAIY: LacLors I_u”hl be €on- winged teal normally migrate lat "8
vide additional duck hunting with- geared to the mallard migrations. Sidered jJasic  consideration, of §, the year. Cinnamon teal, o
out further decimating the num- By the time hunters take to the COUISE, must be given to the etlecl n,45t indistinguishable from the ki
bers of mallards and other endan- field in Louisiana, the teal are in ©f hunting upon the teal popula- blue-winged cousins, are Talt g ery, .,
gered species Central and South America tion; but we .Illtlﬂl_ also consider c.on in Iowa. Since this expel -

Blue-Wings Not Hunted Banding Studies ”hr. IHIIHH””',I e ‘,'I,. ,“l.hi‘r HI”:F“'H mental season 1-~ also ”“””T" LR
due to the hunter's inability 10 4ucted in the Central as well

The gamey blue-winged teal is Many thousands of blue-winged properly identify ducks on the the Mississippi Flyway, the latt -
the most abundant nesting duck in teal have been banded over the wing., Populations of wood ducks, species is included. :
Iowa. During the early fall sea- years in an effort to learn more in particular, will be high at this The State Conservation Col
son it makes up the majority of about the life habits of this bird. time of the year; but other species, .. .icsion has approved the folloy
the waterfowl populations in this Band recoveries for this species such as mallards, pintails, wid- ing regulations for 1965's expel
state. It is a highly desirable spe- are much lower than for most geons, redheads and shovellers, . ..ta] teal season:

1
cies that is rarely harvested by our common ducks. There are two pos- will also be found in our marshes 1. Dates— September 11 throug f, s

hunters because of its early mi- sible reasons for this low recovery and sloughs. Killing these species September 19, 1965, both dal e

oration habits rate Kither hunters do not re- will seriously jeopardize the ex- inclusive. __I-"Z'
During the years when the duck port the bands taken from blue- periment. 2. Shooting hours—sunrise un! Con

season opened in mid-October, winged teal at the same rate as We must also determine the ef- sunset each day. _ L

blue-winged teal made up less than they do for other species, or they fects, if any, that experimental s pailv Bag Limit—four (4) m“| .

2 percent of the ducks in the are not shooting blue-wings at the hunting of teal would have on pop- " (Continued on page 47)
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THE RUFFED GROUSE
IN IOWA

Max Schnepf

When willows begin to leaf, the
thrill of love touches ruffed grouse
ike it does all of nature's
lures. Males, with tails fanned and
ieck ruffs bared, strut atop their
irumming logs and woo members
f the opposite sex. A quick down-
eat of cupped wings produces a
esounding “thump’’ the tempo
nereases . faster and faster the
ourting male his
\gainst the air until the sound re-
iembles a muffled drum roll. Then
t fades and stops

A hundred and fifty -
hese love-minded bantam drum-
ners prociaimed spring to nearly
Il of Iowa. They pretty much had
he run of things in the Hawkeye
tate with the
arted prairie chickens
come. Berry-rich hardwood
tands that provided food and
esting cover fell before the axe
ivestock nibbled away the pro-
'ctive undergrowth, and the little
pland game birds were forced to
£at a quick retreat, first
ien northward

Today, few
rouse among the upland
ame birds; but spring,
wountain pheasants or fool hens,
i the old-timers call them, an-
unce nature’s annual reawaken-
g from their last stronghold in
e picturesque river bluffs and
mbered hills of northeast Iowa
ISt how many still exist in this
oodland domain has been the ob-
Lot of five vears of continuing
irveys by State Conservation
| ommission personnel.

crea-

llt'.‘tt‘.':

WIings

AT 8
Vears ago

since de-

Then set-

along

lers

eastward
list ruffed
state's
each

IH‘HI:IV

'I In 1960, the Commission’s Fish
11d Game Division outlined its
| 'st ruffed grouse study., It had

ree objectives: 1. Determine the
nge and population densities of
ffed grouse in Towa. 2. Re-estab-
‘h ruffed grouse in areas of the
ite where habitat exists. 3
JCK HUNTER'S BONUS—

(Continued from page 43)

winged, green-winged and cin-
namon teal, singly or in the
aggregate of these species.

Possession Limit eight (8)

blue-winged, green-winged, and
cinnamon teal, singly or in the
aggregate of these species.

Permits — Each hunter must
have on his person while hunt-
ing a valid special teal hunting
# permit. (In addition to the
regular hunting license and
waterfowl stamp as required.)
There will be no charge for per-
mits

Applications—Each person de-
siring to obtain a specal teal

hunting permit must make ap-
plication to the State Conserva-
tion Commission, East Tth &
Court Avenue, Des Moines,
[owa, on forms furnished by the
Commission. Such applications

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST

Kvaluate the hunting potential of
existing ruffed grouse populations
RANGE AND POPULATION
Since it is impossible to count
every individual of a small
population, survey techniques have
been developed which measure rel-
ative populations The spring
drumming count technique, which
capitalizes the audible
making displays of ruffed grouse,
has been widely used to determine
trends. It was

AT

Ol _'4'r'l.l'+*-

grouse population

chosen by Conservation Commis-
sion personnel to complete the
study’'s first objective

By systematically counting the

number of drumming grouse heard
along a pre-determined drumming
count route, a population index is
obtained which indicates vear to
yvear population fluctuations. A
drumming count route consists of

15 “stops" approximately one mile

apart. At each stop, the person
making the count stands outside
his car and counts all audible
drummings within a four minute
period. Routes are run on clear,
calm mornings usually in late

April and begin 30 minutes before
drumming activ
ity is encountered, Al-
though the bantam drummers per-
form periodically throughout the
day, thev lose much of their ambi
tion within an hour or two after
sunrise
Following

sunrise so }Iq'-.'i]-{

sure to be

survey

preliminary

work in 1960, seven permanent
drumming count routes—four in
Allamakee County, two in Winne
shiek County and one in Clayton

County—were established and run

for the first time in 1961, Counts
were made over the same seven
routes in 1962 Two additional

routes, one each in Winneshiek
and Clayton Counties, were mapped
i 1963 and have been included in
the surveys the last three vears
This spring, after five vears of
drumming count surveys, Conser-

vation Commission personnel feel
they have defined the ruffed
grouse’s range in lowa and have
an idea as to the population den-

shall be postmarked not late:
than midnight, C.D.T., July 31,
1965, or delivered to the offices

of the Commission not later
than 4:30 p.m., C.D.T., July 30,
1965

7. Area—Entire State.
Application forms will be avail-
able at most places where hunting

licenses are sold. They can also
he obtained from the Des Moines
Office of the State Conservation

Commission.

The primary purpose of the spe-
cial teal hunting permit is to pro-
vide waterfowl managers with the
names and addresses of those par-
ticipating in the experiment. Per-
mit holders can then be contacted
to provide the necessary data to
evaluate the season. Some will re-
ceive a special questionnaire; oth-
may wing collection
envelopes and will be asked to put
one wing of each bird they will
kill into the envelope and drop it

ers receive

sities of these birds. Here are the
results

In 1961, an average of 1.5 drums
per were recorded over the
seven drumming count routes.
Nearly the same average has been

stop

obtained each year since—1.8 in
1962, 1.7 in 1963, 1.5 in 1964 and
1.7 in 1965 The similaritv of the

per stop averages indicates a rela-
Lively stabls

which is

cause

grouse population

somewhat unusual bs
grouse populations fluctuate

widely in many states

The most and best grouse hab-
itat 1n Iowa is in Allamakee, Clay-
ton and Winneshiek Counties. Du-
buque, Delaware, Fayette and the

Howard Coun
Ly are considered marginal grouse
range and constitute the southern
and western limits of the little up
land game bird's range. There are
Kknown to sizeable populations
of these bantam drummers in

northeast corner of

be
180-
lated areas of the marginal coun-
but a lack of
near the populated areas prohibits
drumming count surveyvs

Due to the lack of roads and dis-
continuous habitat throughout
[owa's grouse range, there
the results of
iInstance, the

roads

L1es. ]'il wWever:

1S wide

variation in counts

made. For highest

individual route drumming count
to date was recorded on the Yel-
low River Forest route in 1962-

52 drums or an average of 3.5

The
County’s

drums stop. same

four

IH-I'
Allamakee
had a

drums

yvear,
routes
composite average of 2.4
per stop. In contrast, the
two routes in Winneshiek County
tallied 1.0 drum per and
Clayton County's lone route pro-
duced only 0.6 drum per stop. A
drum per .o to

Frouse

stop;

stop average o

-
| |
2.0 indicates a good ruffed

population

Despite these wide variations,

lowa's composite drumming count
indicies compare favorably with

drumming count results in Minne-
sota, Wisconsin and Michigan

states which permit an annual
harvest of ruffed The
most important point to remem-

In the mail. Still others will
interviewed to determine their re-
actions to the special season

A season of this type could pro-
vide Towa waterfowlers with much

oy # i
grouse.,

]"IU'

needed additional recreation, The
success or faillure of the experi-
ment depends largely on the re-

field. If
annual

hunters in the
1s to become an
affair, it will necessary for
hunters to learn to identify the
different kinds of ducks. Those
who cannot identify the wvarious
species should refrain from hunt-
ing during this season. If hunters
show they can identify teal
rectly and harvest only this spe-
there is a good possibility
that other experiments of this na-
ture may be attempted in the fu-
ture. If they cannot distinguish
between the wvarious and
kill other kinds of ducks, species
management experiments, such as
this, are probably doomed.

action of

the season
be

COr-

cles,

H]}M'h g

Page 47

bher when
however., is

making a comparison,
the fact that
though Iowa's counts compare fa-

even

vorably with these better than
average pgrouse states, the total
ruffed grouse population in Iowa
15 relatively low because of lim-
ited habitat and range
RE-ESTABLISHMENT
(rrouse are timber dwellers: but
thev shun dense n Lture timber in
favor of less dense stands with

Interspersed clearings
of
habitat, Commission personnel feel
birds
6,965
4 989 acre
both located in

Since much

lowa was once prime grouse

certain these upland game
can be re-
acre Shimek Forest and

f":T.!'jri'Jl Ns

stablished in the

Forest
southern [ow d.

Later this summer, a bait trap-
pmg program will be conducted in
the Yellow River Forest. Hope-
fully, 50 grouse can be captured

transported the

and Van Buren

and released on
Shimek area in Lee
Counties. If the birds *“‘take” g
similiar will be made in
the future in stephens Forest lo-
cated 1n Monroe

release

Lucas and Coun-

HUNTING
Although a
lishment
the

Erouse

POTENTIAL
successful re-estab-
program could enhance
hunting potential of ruffed
populations, Commissions

personnel, at this time, are con-
cerned with the potential of exist-
Ing populations.

l;!'f”l‘-'d' ;l:r-.: ;'_‘-I::i.'i_’. LCennus .;',:Ir,::'_.._

large

characteris-

like pheasants and quail. A
population turn-over

tically occurs each vear among
gallinaceous species. As high as
two-thirds or three-fourths of fall
populations are “voung of the

vear.” By spring a high percent-
birds fall victim to
the weather because
of the lack of cover; consequently,
the hunter is
ment tool to displace natural mor-
tality. In other words, he harvests
the annual surplus

Despite limited cover and rela-

1=

these
predators or

age ot

used as a manage-

iContinued an page
Hunters will be watched closelv
in the field by both State and Fed-
eral personnel.
ducks other than teal
prosecuted, if apprehended Re-
member, the success of this experi-
ment depends upon the duck hunter.

S - alritio
Persons taking

will be

L.est it be confusing to the aver-
duck hunter, it should
pointed out that this experimental

age be
teal season will not have a bearing
on our regular duck This
IS a separate season entirely and
15 not a H}JII' part of the i'l.'_'-_:i]!:t!'
duck This experimental

season is a bonus for those

SEAson.,

Seas0N
hunters
who are cooperative and can prop-
erly identify the various species

If we
tion of

continue the tradi-
waterfowling, we must be
able to manage the individual spe-
Gone are the days when it
was sufficient to identify ducks as
big ducks or little ducks. Now, wi
must be able to tell the exact kind.

are Lo

cles,

ol i Al m iy
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RUFFED GROUSE IN IOWA—

(Continued from page 47)
tively low. numerical
ulations in lowa, a

gFrouse

l'll']l_'l
harvestable

surplus may exist. Furthermore
limited hunting could create a
healthyv situation by foreing the
bantam drmmmers into (fringe
areas.  This has occurred in the
case of both deer and Hungarian

partridee In lowa

'[1|'1'-

of eval-

Later this fall, Commission
the t
uating the hunting potential of ex-

sonnel will begin ask

LHt INg Froluse ]|| r*:ll!;l{“ M=

PLAY IT PRIMITIVE—

Continued from pags

The trail to the third and fina
camp spot takes us through th
southeastern portion of the unit
We pick up the trail behind the
gsawmill by turning left and fol-

lowing the old county road. Sinc

cars and trucks still use this nar-

row old road, we stay alert for
cars coming from either direction
The route eventually brings us LO
the fire tower area where we can
rest for awhile

Ahead 5 ] valking yath that
leads through a short stretch
hardwood. It was in this area that

wild turkevs were released
vears back, this

of their favorite haunts

| II"II

rernallls

[f our ap

and

proach was quiet enough, we may)
catch a glimpse of somd
of them they walk sedatel)
the path. We'd better be

prepared to take pictures of them

fleeting
as
dCI'0OSS

we'll el no second chance

il

Reaching the clearing at the end

of this hardwood timber, we shuck

our packs and cache them neal
the trail an
walking path off to our right. It
leads through experimental pine
plantations and down to one of th
22 that have
structed in Yellow River

The ponds serve two purposes
First, they have helped end
problems, and they store
water at the top of the hills there-
by them more
to Theyv contain
our tackle

There's interesting

“””'1'-‘; been COn-

crOS10I

gecond,

attractive
fish,
the

making
wildlife no

s0o we leave wilth

packs

The edges of the ponds are rich
with
chance at practicing identification

tracks and offer a good

Near this particular pond is an
old wooden structure that served
as a feeding station for the tur

keys when they were first released
The platform is a good seven foot
off the ground. You figure out how
they used it!

After picking up our packs,
head out across the grass clearing,
it up and over the knob

of a slighl To the right is a

Wwe

veering le
Irise
newer pond centered between two
stretches of
creating a
ads

long erosion control

work

4

trail I«

huge “V”. Our
left

where

embank-
the
It's been

along the

ment and bevond to
ridge narrows

vears since this portion has been
' wheeled traffic, so the

ornce more.,

T
by
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BACKPACK STOP
-

—1

»
~TO WATERVILLE

PAINT CREEK
UNIT

CUSTODIAN

- ~ &

# _--Ip-_. T :‘ E *,; C ala L"_

8],

QUARTERS

DUTY

The

Kiventually we will be confronted
vith an old wooden gate. The fence
has been removed, however, =0 an

to the left brings us back
The path follows the
flat and comfortable

At the tip of the bluff is a chim-
ney rock around which the old lum-

easy jog
to the trail

lllii_:,;"ﬂ

and is

ber trail makes a hair pin curve,
the first of several that eventuallv
leads us back down to the mead-
owed valley of the Big Paint. We'd

better enjoy our final camping

spot. On the marrow we'll have to
ford the stream and hike the final
mile to our car

Your Equipment

What

dream

do need to make this
trip true? In addi-
tion to the pack and frame you'll
lightwelght plastic
for overhead
sleeping mattress,

cooking utensils

you
come
need a tent or
tarp

cover

ground and
bag, air

lightweight dish-

e¢s. food: 116 pounds per person
per day, an extra pair of jeans,
two long sleeved cotton shirts, a
sweat shirt, two changes of wool
socks, underwear, camp shoes and
socks, rain gear, handkerchiefs,

batteries and
kit (make your

flashlight (extra
bulbs), first aid

TO WAUKXON B
||} Lansing

WEE

BACKPACK

STOP

AP e

%

~ F5E TQWER*

heavy dotted line labeled ''foot trail'' indicates the author's path during his three-day journey.
other trails, some of which are marked, can be used by campers and hikers in the Yellow River Forest.

own and includes a snake bite kit),
bug dope, map (wrap it in plastic),

suntan lotion, dark glasses, nylon
rope (50 foot per person), toilet

tissue, trowel, knife, hatchet, small
pliers, matches (dip them in par-
affin), soap, towel, needle and
thread, safety pins and canteens
[t sounds like a tremendous
amount to carry, but it really isn't
Just make that each item is
the lightest and that it con-
tains welght For 1n-
say to cut excess
inches off toothbrushes to save
weight or leave food
wrapped in cardboard (re-wrap it
in plastic) to save extra ounces.
Then, if yvou're a family going
out on a back-pack trip, you can
distribute the weight among camp-
Women can carry 30 to 3f
pounds, whereas a man can carry
40 to 50 pounds. Kids are usually
in much better condition than ad-
ults,
30 pounds (from nine years on up)
When you figure weight distribu-
tion be sure that you count all
items, including the things you'll
hang from your belt, around your
neck, or carry in your hands.,
Even though the Paint Creek

Sure

made
no excess
stance, some

never

ers )

so they can easily heft 20 to

i
|

CONCESSION HEADQUARTE!

,.
)
i i o R o

CMBSTP RR

TO MARQUETTE &
\:‘HZ GREGOR

This trall is not marked.

Unit has been kept as primitive
possible, vou shouldn’t encount
too many difficulties. As far as
trip outlined above is concernt
there is little danger of gett
lost, especially if you keep closeg
to the outline until you've gott
your bearings. The major proble
will be water. There is only 0
source of safe drinking water, a
that's at the sawmill. You'll wa

to pack two small canteens [
person; and even then it will
necessary to go on rations

times. If run out of wat]
and you're far from a pu|
source, take standard purificati']
procedures (boiling or purificatic§
tablets) before using water 0O
tained from open sources. |

you

TOO

Back-packing is a free lance 0}
eration. The forest contains !
markers indicating where packe
may go. This makes it a SpUY
that is not only imaginative, b
full of freedom for the individu:
After becoming trail hardene
your packing experiences ‘J."lllr}
limited only by your imaginatio
And believe me, once you've starts
to unearth Yellow River’s hidde
secrets, you'll search out mal
more,

ime ¢
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