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Eugene D, Klonglan
Assistant Superintendent of Biology

1€ ringnecked pheasant—Iowa’'s No. 1 game species—has proved

4n provide the state’s hunters with more sport than was dreamed

{ible many years ago. Nearly three decades of intensive study by

life scientists points to one outstanding fact—we have been great-

"« ¥ hderharvesting our ringneck roosters! After giving due consider-

t” to the many pheasant life history facts uncovered by these stud-

. B the Conservation Commission in recent years has gradually been

} ‘dlizing pheasant hunting regulations. Other states that have also

| Investigating just what makes a pheasant “tick” have also heen

e OO Bing to the same conclusion, and many of them are also becoming
, MY Be liberal.

- Pl“‘ing the 6-year span from 1957 to 1962 a change from 108 shooting

TS in 24 days to 262 hours in 35 days took place, together with an

fase in possession limit of 3 to 6 cock birds. Yet during this

<" & © period there was very little change in the number or percent of

'R sant roosters harvested! As a result of these findings, last year

8

v 08 hunting season regulations were the most liberal Towa has had
P_J.,.:r:;-" 'dﬂ.}" season, 815 hours of 1]|1]|[i1]g allowed per {iil}.', and an increase

1) Ll s . . r : 5 o =~ | e,

Jj{m o g V3session limit to 9 roosters. This meant 459 shooting hours werse

" "8 lable to sportsmen—nearly double that of the previous year and
¢ than 4 times the number of hours in 1957.

Despite the longer season in 1963, lowa's ringneck population this fall is the second highest in 20 years.

THE HARDY RINGNECK

No. 10

Record Harvest

How did the ringneck fare under this increased bombardment? Very
well indeed! He was able to spare a record harvest of 1,935,000 birds

nearly 400,000 more than the previous high year of 1958 —and still
have more roosters left over than needed for the spring’'s breeding
population. We know from the various studies that we can have as
high as 10 hens, probably more, per cock with no bad effect on the
hatch. (Remember, Mr. Ringneck's only important biological function
1S Lo insure that the eggs the hen lays are fertile. He does not help
incubate the eggs or care for the yvoung chicks after they hatch, which
many other kinds of birds do.) Surveys made last winter after the
hunting season showed there were only about 3% hens per cock in
the state. A few local areas, such as that centering around Adair
County in southwestern Iowa, had more than 3% hens per cock. Some
areas, such as northwestern lowa, had fewer than 3¢ hens per cock

indicating this area in particular could stand more hunting pressure,
In no area was there any evidence that the pheasant cocks had been
overshot,

This ratio of 31% hens per cock did give us evidence that the longer
season of 1963 actually did result in a greater harvest of roosters than
usual. In previous years this ratio was about 3 to one; some yvears even

{ Continued on page T8)
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CULATION

Hr-lrh‘nllwr‘

FISH AND GAME

' i i \ i3 { P
niel )| Fish ind CrAalli

construction of a low-head dam b}y
[owa Electric Light nd Powe
Company at Cedar Rapids on the
Cedar River

The Commission authorized the

Attorney General's Office to |

ceed with any legal action neces-
sary to arrange for settlement ot
damages by the Gunder Chees:
Factory in connection with the
trout kill December 24, 1963, at
Big Springs Trout Hatchery
Approval was given to exercis
an option for the purchase of 42
acres of land at a cost of 370 pe
Acre on an access irea for the
Raccoon River in Greene County
The Commission approved tl
second stage of construction for
Elk Creek in Worth County n
a contract was awarded to the

Combs Construction Company of
Mason City 384,001

Approval was given to the es
Of

for

tablishment inviolate waterfowl

refuges from September 15, until
the end of the waterfowl season
for various lake and marsh areas

Approval was given for an ad-
ministrative order concerning wan-
ton waste

illltj

of migratory waterfowl

other federal regulations.

LANDS AND WATERS

The Commission asked for fur-
ther information concerning a re-
1]li4'_'_ 't:.‘-,' The l'.T."'.' of Storm Lake
for the Xpansion of a golf course
it the state park adjacent to
Storm Lake

The Commission approved as
cess through Rock Creek State
Park for a period of 1 year to
Lake View Heights Lo ow time
for acquisition of a private righ
of-way Lo this area

Approval was given 1o peed
limits of 15 to 35 m.p.h. 1n all state
parks to be set according to the

degree of congestion as determined
by the directon
Approval was given o exercise

an option from Lekwa fmm 31
acres at a cost of 3275 per acre

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST

) v fishing access area at (lear
Lake

Approval wia 21Vel for thi
transfer of maintenance and man-
1 g ent ol Flagl Laki Park I
Hancock County fro ‘ Lands
ind Waters Iy 01 Lo T« Fish
ind Game Div

A lI'eqlie by LU [ AD
{01 voluntars | cXA n of U
State Forest Nursery wa efused

The Comi 101 r'eq L o thi
he regulations on camping in var-
10118 area under his jurisdiction
where campin not now allowed

COUNTY CONSERVATION
ACTIVITIES

tte County received

_!\]I:':II",‘-'

Carroll County received approval

a development plan for Wil
Park to

safeLy

1 "
["] I.II'|1-i'|

[.I*'!‘l". ‘Ijq' -!1“-.'1-]”;[::*.[ a9s A

highway rest area.

County

Delaware received ap-

| for a development plan for
Historical

preservation as a4

Schoolhouss

for I11s

the
Area
monument

!' ‘:Ir‘.lh

Countv received api

for a development plan for Gates
] ] 1# 5 ¥ g

la:.'f;_p Park IIII!.T-..I‘.;‘-. [O1 Pt
nicking and river Access

Floyd County received approval

for a development plan for (he
Marble Rock Landing Area for use
primarily as a river access 4dred

Monona County received ap-
[I]'n‘-.'.i] for a development plan 1ol

the Bend Access Area

boating, fishing,

Decatiu
sod

picnicking

be U fol and

| -']'-.'t'-i
||¢";'1']Lr}‘it:||t'!'|'|

County

Pottawatlamie
approval for a
for the Botna Bend Park located
on the West Nishnabotna River in
the northeastern part of the coun-
Ly
recreational area, and

plan

f o il LLS& outdoor

will

multiple
include
a trap shooting range
Washington County received ap-
proval
the Sockum

multiple use

a development plan for
Ridge Park

outdoor recre:

LO1
101 el
itional

area and an outdoor classroom

GENERAL

'he Commission voted to extend

an invitation to the International
A ssociation 01 (yame and Fish
Commissioners to hold one of their

nual meetings in Des NMoines.

Travel wasg approved for U. »
Forest Service Region 9 Meeling
it Chillicothe, Ohl Thi A SSOC]-

ation of Conservation Engineers at

Louisville, Kentucky:
l1||5|r|‘|1'rf_t

H ¢

1ation 11

'alifornia A

sonnel AsSsoOf
Angeles, (

L.0Ss

Public Per-

DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU

J. R. Sherman, Superintendent of Public Relations

The Crununch of breaking bone, bending metal and shatlering g
ended the brief glimpse of a large buck deer fiying through the

toward my car e: one evening last week., Such a sound is |

iecident have been prevented? What could I have

to prevent Il Afterwards I thought of the terrible catastropi
which could have happened: the deer could have gone under a wi g
and turned the car over, following traffic could have compounded

ccident in a terrible manner, the head of the deer could have smas

5 5 5 i 1 H I
the windshield in front of us. Luckily the only real damage Was
my PpocKf thook

o’
™ O b I ol L

B

where our arrival was tardy,

Al
I'IF'II‘.[I:;P' i
a deel

thi _--~!r-|i1.-1'|!'r1'r'- nmeetl
onsoled me with the remark “there’s nothing you can do ab
" My was that
ofi population

into vour cal next conclusion

Commission's

jumping

Conservanon 11||!;:"; controlling deer

1"I'.«|-'i[:|:."..' 3 WwWise one

After returning to the office, 1 of course, heard a lot of good natu
kiddine about my fortune. This kidding also led to geveral |

f near misses and deer accidents which m] cohorts had witnes
It is obvio that a careful driver can minimize the chance of hitl
1 deer on the highway

When in deer territory such as river valleys, the hillv area
northeast Iowa, near forest areas of deer Crossings, DRIVE SLOW
nd b tlert pecialiy at night .

If vou see a deer, SLOW DOWN IMMEDIATELY. A deel |
stal nd stop and change his direction ol travel with incredible sudc
ness and often does |

Watch for SHINING EYES In the darkness along the high "
and slow down immediately before you ari unfortunate enough B
find a deer in vour lap

A flare or signal light might save youl life from trafiic atlel
collision ’!

Most deer-auto accidents occur at night.
eported deer Kills in [owa by aufos in 1963
£70.000 damage Lo automobiles

1 000 deer-auto accidents will be repol

:'km-*]-"f'iif‘lliltl*ﬂ 900 « B

. : SEFFREERTE
killed with about Estimates 1ol

ar are that approximately

Many such accidents aren't reported. November 1s lne peak th
s1ich accidents due to the rutting ;1»4'11‘:11_'»' of the deer am

for

B e S—

number of these collisions each year.
ite one more highway menace.

reduced through alert driving

have a greatel
f t

The number ol

and awareness ol

constit

EH'

Deer do

accidents can

e

I'lli_lhj':'l'::.
It can happen to you- 1l happened to me :

—"Iprfﬂf.-'.u"-frf j!-i !";!' li',,:-‘-'” {
November

LONG RANGE
PLANNING

‘_'r”-_'\.f 1 ;,!'!dlh'ﬂ"'

150

LA rr

,-rl'!H-'I' '{Ir I'i

on Proposed Lower Big S10ux
Project at
Dakota; and Fon-

IC;-‘-.u'! F'lood
Madison,

{‘1I'!|.!'|I|

South

tanelle Forest Area in Nebraska |
e B nasics PROGRAM |
Frhe Commission met wilh & Ron Schara !

: - ; o N SR
delegation of cottage owners 11'0i1l Bditor's Note: This is part twi 1|_
the Mississippl River Area in Alla- ceries of articles on th 1|~:.'|'.'. B
. 1 i¥ *0D 2 i 1] CILg >
y ¥ 1 ' : annro ed x| planning progrim ;
ma ket County il Lpproy Conservation Commission It 1%
motion to allow the cottage OoWn- tgnded that this and tutur art
ceribe in detail the vl
ers to remain on the areas 1n dis- I:I||I. ht :I*l_LrT]_. “.rs detail th
phases of the an
. 1 Tanuarv. 1966, if, within ° L e :
pute until January., 1966, if, within lowa’'s forest heritage has !

an dave afte tific:s W en- iy =
90 days after notification they ¢ dwindling at a frightening ‘

ter into an agreement to remove For -_*?-{.'Hn}ﬂt*. during the ]::1:4.[
their buildings from state property _ . .. aimost two-thirds of I0I
by that time. If no such agree- :-1'1*-_{1n:1| seven million acres 0l
ment 18 I“I‘:IE]&“’ with the varioils ur.l'_t land has nll.‘w‘iﬂ"}’t'i”"'*]- {
cottage owners, the Attorney Gen- o .4 one-half million X
eral's Office was instructed to take acres are standing today.

whatever steps are appropriate Lo The problem begins when 1

people with time wani
use the remaining timber for I'
ation. solitude and industry.
Accordingly, Towa's future
ber picture 1s not bright, Pred
shifts in land show thal
1075 for every acre of land pla
to timber, three and one-half a
of timber will be cleared for

crop

remove the various buildings from more

state premises

The Superintendent of Engineer-
1115 gFave El‘illr['| 0n Ilu1:-‘-;'|l|j11' i]l,‘-
velopment of Bussey Lake Area in
County.

l‘l:i}'li\”] 116
was given by Vice-
Chairman Edward Weinheimer
a meeting at Minneapolis concern-
ing the possible developmen of a
hall of fame in thatl

A repori
on
L15e

fure or

Increased Demand
Meanwhile by 1975, the den
wood products in lowa

(Continued on page 7b)

conservation
city.
The

Missouri
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August

Commission
River Areas

for

_1‘1[‘\11"

P i



ANNING—
(Continued from page 74)
'ease as much cent
. r the 1952 consumption. An
n stronger demand is expected
- n outdoor This
\and leisure
e and real income become avail-
Notwithstanding that in the
ire people will need and want
ber areas to “get away from it
This alone could be the most
‘= wrtant reason for having
nt forest land.
teps must be taken in Jowa to
ire and guarantee that
| shall continue to grace Towa's
iscape. To these
steps, several problems must
overcome, if it
be called a problem, is due
as great fertility. Due to
high value, this land
easingly difficult
.-'r"!‘lfi}', thousands
iable timber
Acquisition

A rs and st

as J0 per

recreationists

Increases as more

sut-

forest

take neces-

One I}[H'!rlvrﬂ

s01l
becomes
LO obtain

&

of acres of

1 . ) |
| sti1ll avail-

and are
of land
reams and in
ded areas may still be
T'l_r'w?ll'ﬂ.'i?!lh‘ price

| ning practices

along

hilly
al 1'!"..'.r'r':i
N However

changing

Aareg

B vV and these areas can not be
) 1ired at leisure. Thousands of
I(| 5 of brush and timber are be-
| cleared by aerial sprays and

n moving equipment. Time is
ne essence and immediate steps
it be taken to

acquire these

} :veral already

have
insure needed
\s. Pine plantations have been
ted in almost all of Iowa's
é-owned timber areas. The use
rison labor in state forest
ided needed manpower to ac-
‘ate development
al facilities and wildlife habitat
rovements.

programs

I in LO I-r]‘['1-3.:':

5 has

T ———
—

of recrea-

Research Underway
0st important, research 1s un-
vay to answer the many ques-
on hardwood reproduction,
# vth rates and developing effi-
L woodland uses,
wa's

—
S o
S, F——

program is designed to
hree forest needs. One, to pro-
multiple-use areas for
eation. Second, to provide semi-
_ erness areas for hunting, trap-
ag! and other forms of undevel-
' | recreation. Third, to keep
al wilderness areas for nature
¥, hunting and simply to know
they exist
leSe are minor plans and steps
only pertain to timber already
red for future generations, The
I step is large scale acqui-
n of present forest lands and
estation of former hardwood
'er lands.
‘8€nd has it that a family of
_-’ind Fox Indians crossed the
ISSIppi River in search of a

ImMass

: land. When they landed on
ol § West shore, their chief led
‘* Up to the river bank and

| ' in a shady forest, he set his
in the ground and exclaimed:
| &1 This is the place. Towa
HUful Land.” Indeed it is and
‘d it must remain,

BOW HUNTER'S
UNTAPPED
RESOURCE

Max Schnepf

An old story to a ot of Town
bow hunters is no deer. In fact
It’s probably darn old to the 2,325
archers who didn't SCOI

fall.

A new wrinkle to this story has

key in the cornfields
Hundreds of hunters don't
realize the potential that unpicked

stale's

ILS

how

cornfields hold for hunting white
tails. Their hunting itinerary is
limited to stalking or hunting on
stand in timber or edge cover dur-
ing the early morning and late
afternoon hours when deea ‘e On
the move. The truth is some of
the finest hunting can be had any-
time during the day by stalking

deer in cornfields,

Caped liI]i_\,' dui ing

midday when they are bedded
down
The only catch is the weather

On a still, sunny day, vou may as
well forget it. You just can't walk
in a dry cornfield without making
excessive noise, But, with a stifl
autumn breeze or a little moisture
to compensate for the lack of ai
movement. most of the noise vou

make moving through corn is cov-
Lp.

Deer depend on their senses fol
survival. They bed down in ci
with their back to the
downwind. 'his enables

ered

I'OWS

lacing

them to detect danger upwind by
smell and downwind by 17 ht
Fortunately, theyre not always as

alert as they should be
[Unless yvou're a veteran ilke)
it's going to be a trial and e

until learn. Look
fields near river bottoms and =ad
jacent timber
are relatively
see in. If weed growth
foot high 1In
you'll walk right past deel
you almost step on them or they're

il_l ofress

j'-.'n'.|
LO (‘ornfields that
clean are easier ti
aover a cOorn I'OWS,
unless

standing up. Ideally you should
be able to see clearly down each
row for 75 or 100 feet.

Be Deliberate

While stalking, your

movements

must be slow and deliberate. Walk
a cornfield across the rows making
a definite attempt to keep from
hitting or stepping on cornstalks

Soft cotton clothing and sneakers
are great aids. It
the breeze stops blowing momen-
tarily, stop. Wait fill the corn
leaves start rustling again. The
slightest unusual sound will alert
deer of danger. Many times there
will be in a cornfield,
you'll never see them because they
were alerted.

Moving from row to row, peer
into each succeeding row before
stepping into it. Look both ways
Don't give it the “once over
lightly"" treatment [L.ook for de
tails. In a weedy field a deer's ears
might be the only sign of the ani-
mal's presence, and they blend

noise reducing

deer but

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST

into the cover almost perfectly
When vyou're sure there’'s nothing
in the row, step into it; and con-

tinue this procedure

the field. It's

45 YOu ang le

7 . % i o [ i
ACT0ss al50 L)

Wwise

watch ahead. You might spot a
deer over three or four rows in
line with your path.

As you step from row to row,
Keep your weight on the back foot
until yvou've found solid footing
with your front foot. Retain youi
balance at all times in case you

have to freeze in position.
[f you peer into a row and spot

a deer, freeze immediately. Try
and determine the animal's posi-
tion as closely as possible in rela-
tion to yourself. If the deer is
downwind and close enough for a
decent shot. _~~=1|‘.‘.'}__"-.' .-'Tr‘}" into the
row araw and shoot.

The gusting wind may or may

not carryv vour scent to the animal

If the deer gets a whiff of you it
may look over its shoulder to in-

vestigate, If this happens, it's up
- |

WILDLIFE
| REFUGE

NO HUNTING
OR TRAPPING

STATE CONSERVATION
COMMISSION

to you to remain still and wait

the opportunity to shoot If
deer is close and upwind
thing you can do is

]:“.'I.‘I Tlli" r'ow '[flli l!'l.r :I:I .'._ti-" b |

If the distance is

LOoO Al

good shot In either direction
your bearings in relation to
deer; backtrack a few rows:

move upwind or downwind in
of the
track of how m
moved laterally fi the
When you feel you're close
i shot,

direction animal

1Tl
back

IO A 20 maove

the rows Slowly step 1nto
row and make yvour shof

[t will take time to master
technique; but it's a different
proach to bow hunting; and
that a lot of hunters aren't

of. With a little effort vou can

1
everal hours of huntin

\Ny rows Yyol

or

the
the only
slowly step

shot.

the
Keep
1've
deer
enough
ACross

the

this
ap-

ng Cl 1V
to vour schedule. This increased
time In the field is going to in-
crease your chances of bagging one
of Towa's 36. 700 whitetails this fall

MANAGEMENT
AREA

ESTARIISHED UNDIR PROVIMONS
LECTION 109 & CODI

OF CHAFTER 109
oF Owa 1354

The Camtnrwatinn Commns ll shall bawe rhe right e pail

wnd piakibit gnd o reguiate o limit thic givm wgainy Tres-

Pk ng l.'ji .'l:'l.' Rgnting i niAg o frapping ong

wny winlgtlen Pherpal hall be gnlawiel

THIS AREA IS OPEN TO PUBLIC USE
SUBJECT TO SPECIAL REGULATIONS
THAT MAY BE POSTED

OBSERVE THE RULES OF
GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP

STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

WILDLIFE REFUGE AREA—
GAME MANAGEMENT AREA

lowa hunters can determine at a glance whether hunting is permitted

on state-owned game management or

refuge areas.

A white sign (on the right above) designates a game management

ared.
with the yellow refuge signs

Hunting is permitted on these areas unless they are also posted

The yellow sign (on the left above) designates a wildlife refuge area.

Any area marked with this

For a period each fall, certain

sign is
Certain areas may be wholly or partially designated
state-owned

A no hunting
as refuge

waterfowl

no trapping area
dI'eas,

refuges are

posted as no trespassing (inviolate) areas. These areas will be posted
with the yellow wildlife refuge signs and also with no trespassing signs

Waterfowl refuges considered inviolate from September 15, to
close of waterfowl season on November 26, 1964, include all or part of

the

Big

each of the following areas: Sweet Marsh, Bremer County;
Marsh, Butler County; Forney's Lake, Fremont County; Bays Branch,
Guthrie County; Plum Creek Basin, Fremont County; Snyde:

Bend,

Woodbury County; Storm Lake Islands, Buena Vista County: South
Twin Lake, Calhoun County; Round Lake, Clay County; Allen Green

tefuge, Des Moines County; Ingham
ton Area, Fremont County;
Pond, Guthrie County; California

Dunbar Slough,
Bend,

Area, Emmet
i-il‘t't'!‘]

Harrison

County;
County;
County;

tiver-
McCord
Hawkeye

Wildlife Area, Johnson County; Muskrat Slough, Jones County; Colyn
Area, Lucas County; Five Island Lake, Palo Alto County; Rice Lake
Area, Winnebago County; and Black Hawk Lake, Sac County.

Five artificial lakes are also included on the inviolate refuge list

only during waterfowl season. They

pello, Darling and Prairie Rose.

are:

Green Valley, Ahquabi, Wa-
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MULTIPLE USE OF
THE FAMILY FOREST

Bruce Plum, District Forester
Of the 2.500.000 acres of Towa

land about 9% percent is in

There :

forest
familv owned

woodlots L re

approximately 35,000 woodlots In
lowa with an average size of il
acres each

Multiple use as it applies to
Iowa timber includes four majol
uses. These are: wildlife manage-
ment. recreation, watershed pro

tection and scientific harvesting of
Multiple use
he
the

ITnrestricted abuses

lrees does

surplus
imply a

not forest can profit-

ably

3 T 5 B
Lllé OWIIEL.

used or abused on whim

ot
Py

would ultimately destroy our iores

resource heritage

WILDLIFE
FEach of these family owned
woodlands can provide habita
certain species of game, birds al d
other wildlife. Deer,
mink, badger,
sum and grey fox depend
forest for food and shelter.
ing inclement w her
pheasant seek the edges of t
for shelter. Forests properly cared
for have an abundance of game not
found in the misused forest.

squirrels, rac-
beaver
upon the
. Dur-
and

imber

cCOOon,

r|'|'1|_-|:-.'_

ea quail

WATERSHED VALUE
These small forests can provide
excellent watershed protection
holding back water resulting from
snow melt and heavy rains. This

slopes

oy

prevents erosion on steep
and prevents or lessens the
ages of floods. In a forest
is properly managed there 1is suf-
ficient overstory to catch and
the driving rain. This well man-
aged woodland will have sufficient
organic matter on the forest floor

to soak up these gently falling

HOW DID IOWA
HUNTERS PO LAST
YEAR?

Eungene D, Klonglan
Assistant Superintendent of Dlology

The seasonal urge to go hunting
has struck. A resume of last year's
season should to “whet the
hunting appetite” even more

l.ast year, for the farst

sServe

iime, A

Statewide

Species Bag

Pheasant ]
Cottontail 2045 477
Squirrel
Quail
Raccoon
Waterfowl®
Foxes
Jackrabbit
Hungarian Partridge
Deert Gun
Bow
Both
Totals

*\Waterfow| figures not from postcard survey; «

{Deer figures includes aestimate obtal
tIncludes 7,500 non-resident hunters

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST

highly

The
in turn soak
will be

|'-]F|r1__l'~. O W i""t"'lli.‘.‘

..'-P ,14-.-r'

up
made availahle for

where it

plant use or replenish un lerground
murces of water I'his laver of
anic matter is made up of fall
e leavi il twigs vl il Lt
litter: Just below 1 tter 1S
1 laver Of pumaiu vh h (¢
| d organic matter Below thie
humusg the mineral soil jevel
oped a system of pores, and chan-

developed from decay
Altogether this

one gigantic Ssponge nature nas
leveloped to carry 1'wav exeess
water without cai n damage to
th surface of thi tnd A Torest
can be a trump card in flood « -
trol
RECREATION

'he scel 1 f forest
vell know Thi mnon ydval
ba e & Fonantn Bbbratiind LLAGE-
ists is being ¢ sidered in parts
lowa 'he relaxation afforded b

ouiet walk n the wood LI \
of hunting \mpir r picnicking
in the woods has prompted many a
businessman or professional ma
(O ACqLITe forest l'.“.'-En'!T‘-.' of his
own

Oftentimes a farmer will acquire
a tract of timber which may be
several miles from his farm He
is many times motivated by the

from
than

10V many
working in

44 =
thi

people receive
the ather

monetary returns from owning

woods 1

who
inspiring

the
wonderous

shrouded

own no forest 1
sight to
countryside
he
nills

]‘-‘-Ir '-IHrl---u‘
IS clll ;i[w_\h',.
through

the

gazing

1pon .'I'.‘:'L' of the

timbel

PRODUCTS
producti timber

 ;

i
i ¥ 8 fa gl .4. s i
a4 erowing forest

The

ucts for industr
in Iowa is becoming ever increas-
ingly important. Iowa timber since

urvey was made determing
what effort lowa hunters put into
hunting and what success they en-

countered, Two postcard question-

LD

naires were sent to approximately
one of every 50 of Iowa's 307,400
licensed resident hunters and 7,500
non-resident hunters
tionnaire was sent at the end of
the bird and an-
other following the close of rabbit
Nearly half the

One ques-
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[owa's for-

ests are providing raw material
for a $43 000,000 industry which

nrovides 1'!]l}l|l'-."-.'!'.‘1l'!zr_ for a ].‘I]':,;i

number of Iowans
Timber |:1|uim-1mn under proper
compatible with

of the

management 18
the other three us

es forest

Because of the flexibility of grow-
ing and harvesting timber as a
crop it is possible to “have youl
cake and eat it too.” If only ma-
ture and surplus trees are har-

vested this use need not inter-

with the

Oor ‘w.‘.':l'.t-l'_if'f]l-li

b |

wildlife,
values of a fores
With increasing demand for
wood }-!r.niili'T s the £ iJI&E'lf'.’ forest 1s
an investment which can pay divi-
dends. An uncared for timber like

fere recreation

the

card questionnaires were returned
The were
cover the total number of hunters
The obtained tor
each species is summarized in the
accompanying table, The figures
present a dramatic picture of the
importance of hunting in Iowa
About 315000 hunters
61l
made
into

results projected to

information

hagged
almost
They
Ltrips

million pieces of game
to 415 million
field resulting In

close

the

gxcellent multiple use areas.

1 uncared for cornfield
many weeds and little proiil
care iven the woods now will
termine the income that wi
received from it as well a
mine its usefulness for multipl

n the future.

SEEDS OF DESTRUCTIOMN
timberland 15 a lia
ity to the owner and the comi
nity. The major of 1o
timberland include grazing by
mestic animals, indiscriminate ¢
ting of trees and burning Of th
grazing has provided the great
destruction our Li
stock probably caused m

damage to Towa forests than

An abused

abuses

of forests
has

and man combin

Insects,

disease

GRAZING
Our central hardwood fOrests
incapable of providing wdequ

-

forace., In search of sparse for
l1ve (h'.‘::'-'.‘."n‘i}' the water i
ing capacity of the forest soul

stock

1'1"f'|."':|:"-:|e'|i in page T

1414 million hours of recreatiui
The average hunter made
proximately 14 trips tot 1 Hing
hours for an average of 3%y hO
per trip. He bagged over 20 pie
of game during the season &%
and one-half pieces per trip. 1
was a rate of about “one SUCH

L1

RESULTS OF SURVEY OF IOWA HUNTERS—1963-64 SEASON

Number of . of all
Hunters hunters

Total hours
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Eugene D. Klonglan
istant Superintendent of RBiology
he sight of a
ad of the hunter

bounding
pursuit

1]{:-;_:

in

in a duck blind
in lowa
To find out
kind of dogs
the State

ide his master
| common one
fall months.
1y and what
1 by Iowa hunters,
servation Commission included
stions to this effect in its 1963-
hunting season postcard ques-
naire. (The questionnaire and
ilts are in another
¢le in this

how

discussed
i1ssue.)
Yy projecting the replies to the
stionnaire to cover all
vas found that approximately
00 of the 307,400 licensed resi-

hunters 7.500 non-resi-

hunters what they con-
r a hunting dog. Among them

hunters

and
oW

own over 75000 =such dogs
accompanying table.)

few dogs not commonly con-

red hunting dogs turned up in
poll, but in all instances the
ters word was taken at face

!_'-'I_
& process of projecting figures
1 a small sample of hunters
over all hunters results in the
nding off" of the figures
vn. They are considered esti-
les and not actual
igh no precise accuracy
i ned for the results shown, they
| ive a fair idea as to the types
numbers of hunting dogs that
be roaming Jowa fields this

counts

15

JMBER OF HUNTING DOGS
REPORTEDLY OWNED BY
IOWA HUNTERS

hounds 14,720
les 13.440
Nnaraners 3 360
wounds 3.040
Hnd”f'fi 2 800
dany oSpaniels 2400
Iger Spaniels 2,240

_ 1an Shorthairs 2-{“'
n Lers {mm[mr-lnmir 2 080
i-m en Retrievers 1 760
SN [sh Setters 1,760
fl c* Spaniels 1,600
BR| hounds 1,600
B Terriers 1,600
'I. ers '”nﬁh"r-'il'il'd' ‘.'..'?"r”
M speakes 960
. iels funspecified) 960
i i:-:f‘.l P"‘”]-Ti"!'.‘-» 960
B ¢ Danes a60
g 640
' rs (unspecified) 640
. EoLera 480
1' Sriors 480
1.#: ch Braqued' Auvergue 480
= shound 480

A 160

Bl ‘€gian Elkhound 160
ol °h Poodle 160
o '5h Shepherd 160
Iib - 160
8] 1 Breeds 3,840
™ own Breeds 1,920

ol
‘ migration, Canada geese oft-
3

{

J

15,520

assume the well-known V-

ed formation with the leader
8¢ head. During long flights,
4 ges of leadership sometimes
.l place,

of

ind game or sitting obediently
during

are
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Jim Sherman Photo

Rich '‘edges'' are a lifeline to much of the animal kingdom.

THE RICHEST EDGE

ooted aquatic vegetation may
interfere with boating and swim-
ming, but many forms of wildlife
cannot exist without it, The zone
where land and water meet is one
of the most important environ-

ments in the animal kingdom. In
nature, all “edges’” are rich, and

this is the richest.
Some wildlife species live wholly
in aquatic vegetation while others

depend on it to only a relatively
slight degree. Some species live

out. and feed in, because the vege-
tated area (near shore) rich in
life of all kinds. Some speices live
in, and hunt out, using aquatic
plants as a foraging base. Others
live in deep water, or on land,
and use the marsh or lily pads or
pond weeds for shelter at special
seasons—for example, the breed-
ing season.

15

Edge Species
The list of dependent species in-
moose,
muskrat,

deer,

otter,

porcupine,
mink and

cludes
beaver,

frogs. Among birds, it attracts
4it11'I~::w', geese, s3warns,, Crarnes, her-

ons, bitterns, coots, gallinules, rails,
snipe and other birds. The
fish that the habitat include
maskinonge, pike, bass (especially
smallmouth) and most of the
called warm water species. In win-
ter, still other species (pheasants,
rabbits, foxes and the like) can
this environment.

The growth of aquatic vegeta-
tion is a stage in the endless proc-
of the aging of lakes. The
establishment of the pioneer plants
of water lily and pond-weed makes
It easier for other species to fol-
low, The trend towards dry
land-pondweed to cattail to sedge
to spirea to willow to poplar to
cedar to spruce to beach and hem-
lock.

In many areas, the process
slow and the lily pads last a life-
time. Elsewhere, the change may
be faster, and it may be found
that it is highly desirable to hold
as close to one successional stage

shore

lse

S0-

use

b

1S

18

as possible

In the past, this has been accom-

plished by burning and mowing.
sSelective chemical control (either
of species or of areas) has been

tested and found to have
Muskrats, too, with their capacity
to clear and deepen areas within
a marsh, valued
ment.

In general, the removal of
aquatic plants eliminates wildlife
to whatever degree it is depend-
ent. Therefore, wildlife manage-
ment is extremely jealous of any
procedure that can have only
effect-—a permanent reduction in
the capacity to produce. In all
management plans, the absolute
requirement 1is that the desired
vegetation shall develop.

118 1ses.

are i1 manage-

one

Pollution Kills

Certain forms of pollution (that
fish might tolerate) will kill the
plants that provide the fish with
cover, Birds, too, will tolerate pol-
lution that will kill their food and
cover plants. Miles of rice beds
have died out because of the rot-

{Continued on page T9)
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HARDY RINGNECK—

Continued from Page

-

less. In average years about 6(
percent of all roosters have b |
taken L.Last year this figure
ceeded 70O IH']'*"PI‘H for the f]
time. Even so, we know we cc |
take 90 percent with no risk to

population Feople sometimes

come alarmed in winter when
see large flocks of hens but |
cocks with them. However, in v |
ter it i1s a common habit fol
two sexes to segregate into dif |
ent flocks The cocks, who h
just survived the perils of the j

Vious nunting Season, are Imy

wary and often remain as loner
in small groups well away f1|
the roads. Thus it is easy to g/|

a false 1moDression of the true

Competition
Another |!"}j_'_1v in the aver|
picture of how many roosters|
shoot is the matter of their con
tition with hens for food and s
ter in winter., This is particul:l

mt

ta areas of limited v §

ter cover, such as found in m |

i . Jim Sherman | of northern lowa In many nons
COUNTY BOARD GETS AWARD FOR OUTDOOR CLASSROOM rm Aread fhm ednm ol

The Chickasaw County Conservation Board recently received a National Merit Award from the American Association for Conservation Dirds from severe blizzards., |

Information for development of the Twin _Pondn outdoor classroom area necar New Hampton. Twin Ponds is used for nature study by r. yr windbreak and nearbv f
area schools. Ben Freed, left, who coordinates county board activities for the lowa Conservation Commission, presented the award =~ S e TR
to Dr. A. J. Nelson, right, chairman of the Chickasaw Board. Other members of the board are, from the left: Vince Geble, execu- Can support only 50 pheasa

tive secretary; Henry Justen; Bob Price and Jim Rouse through a bad winter. then if |
ire cocks only 25 can be hens (|}
case if no hunting at all were
lowed ) However, if only 5 col
ire present, there can be 45 |
and 45 hens will lay a lot n
eggs and raise far more c¢hil
than 25
Habitat Important
This brings up another sigyi
canl point [t 1s a cold fact |
hunting success each fall depe |
primarily on the production |
voung birds that vear LVsu
about 80 percent of the birds I
vested are yvoung ones raised
year Pheasants are relativ}
short-lived birds. Nearly th
fourths of them never see ti§
b

first birthday, hunted or not.
total population an area can
port is determined by the hab |

food and cover—that is pres |
If we want more birds, we |
provide better habitat— particu
ly nesting and winter cover |
in Iowa. The “reproductive po!

tial”’ of pheasants is so great {}
can increase in numbers trem §
H

dously in one year if conditions
right and there is unused hab §
to fill. If more birds are prodl
than there is room for, the surj
will have to perish one way or
other. By hunting we are ablt
convert some of this surplus to |
own use. Stop and think, Inn}
kinds of birds, even unhunted I
luck Kirstoln Phots, oame birds, about three-fourth
each fall's population are YO

CONSERVAT|°N AWARD TO HIGHWAY COMMISSION birds. Yet year after year !

populations do not vary a g!}

e ]

An award for cooperation In wildlife conservation practices was presented to the lowa Highway Commission late this summer by the
lowa Conservation Commission. Sherry Fisher, right, Conservation Commission Chairman, presented the plaque to Harry E;_t;dley. deal. Obviously, about th
Chairman of the Highway Commission. Present at the ceremonies were, from left to right: Highway Commissioners Dﬂrbfspi_:;:':: fourths of the total must be | I,

son; John Falb, Jr.; and Everett Shockey; L. M. Clausen, Chief Engineer for the Highway Commission; Bradley; Everett _ : 3
lowa Conservation Commission Director, and Fisher. The walnut and bronze plaque cited the Highway Commission for its Pfﬂl'irﬂm each yvear in order for their nun
of delayed mowing of roadside game bird nesting cover. Prier to July 1, the Highway Commission mowing crews cut grass only on : ain ralafivelv )

road shoulders. This allows the growth of cover in ditches and along fence lines where pheasants and other game birds fre- to remain 1"-!‘111" t.]}, stable. i .
quently nest, and reduces nest destruction during mowing operations. (Continued on page 80) v
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DRESTS—
(Continued from pag
g [ young
rge trees. The trampling of live
wk hoofs destroy the sponge
at nature has taken centuries to
velop. The organic matter is de-
* royed and the porosity of the soil
destroyed through
2118 results in greatly increased
n off after a heavy rain. The
iter 1s no longer allowed to en-
ely soak into the soil to be used
trees and to replenish under-
' ound water supplies. Instead it
turned into a destructive
L 1is force carries topsoil which has
ken centuries to develop and de-

seedlings and rIiiiI\H:‘_’,"

compaction

- lm

-

-

force.

sits it in our silt clogged
f ‘eams. The water and soil nu-
8 ents which could be used by
28 to make rapid growth are

it resulting in less vigorous trees
which their vigor
i rgets for the onslaught
$ jeases and insect These
the agents which de-
ne in the health of the forest and
stroy its value for any of the
itiple use items,
Livestock feed young
dlings and damage large
the hoof of an
ocks a piece of bark off of a
e roof, an entry is made {for
i ection. This infection is in the
m of wood rotting fungi, which
| stroy the tree from within.
: Livestock compete intensely with
d ldlife. They destroy the water-
f2d qualities, ruin the esthetic
# lue and lay waste to the produc-
f & capacity of the 3y
filroying the productivity of the
eSL the timber products are de-
oyed along with the many jobs
'Y would create.
an

285 lose are
of tree
pests.

cause a

on iree
irees.

§ hen animal

forest.

} AS incentive to prevent this
g 'm of destruction Towa's Timber
§ Ser've Law provides a tax reduc-
' I for those owners who restrict

gstock from their woodland.

IMPROPER CUTTING
mproper cutting practices will
Ng' about the decline in the pro-
tive capacity of any forest. Tf
| éventually destroy all the mul-
JI'* use aspects of a woodland.
| Va forests have suffered for over
¢! years through indiscriminate
§ tng, One-half of our original

€St cover has disappeared and
# ' other one-half has been badly
b ised for the most part. The
.' 'PEr selection of trees for har-
h 1 i:‘-‘.lt}f great importance if the
b €5t is to continue being produc-
lit- 1Tn maintain its watershed

Uities, retain its wildlife habitat
| keep its scenic values the for-
must be used wisely
he selective harvesting
' actually increase the
® ulation.

' of trees

wildlife
The H(‘:".'i:-:if:-n.'ll n}wﬂ.-

Will create an increase in
'Wse for deer. By leaving the
L 'PE number of den trees per

a2 !-‘{”.

. homes will be
i Oreal animals.

e weeding out of poor quality
< and the selection of mature
8 for harvest will improve the

9etic value of the forest,

provided

IOWA CONSERVATIONIST

FIRE

Fire is by far the
lar of the destructiy
jures or kills
seedlings, destroys the water hold-
Ing capacity of rav-
ages wildlife habitat with one bold

most spectacu-
& 1orces It L!].
larege trees. destrove
and

1
—SLY14

the
sweep. Fortunately we h: heen
troubled very little with fire
a4ge 1n [lowa in recent years

Ve
dam-
There
and
spring
serious
match
a few min-
nature

1§ a short period in the autumn
another period
when the fire

One carelessly

In early
dange :r;
thrown or
cigarette can destroy in
what it
lii‘i'.llh'.-: 1_:1 |it*‘l.'|'l||!r_

During the past few years the
i'"-IE'l.':'SII'}' sSection of the State Con-

Commission

Lutes took ImMAany

servation In coopera

tion with local fire departments
has been conducting “Smokey
3ear'’ forest fire 'r?r".'l'T':TEH[': pro
grams in the grade schools
throughout the state. This pro
gram has helped eliminate a con-

siderable amount of unnecessary
f our family

» owned forests

.
S1Zzed 101

indiscriminate cutting

eventually cal

Grazing,
and fire can
the benefits
t. With
and cooperation lowa
itage can be enhanced for the ben
efit of all.

The Forestry Section has
foresters located in variou:
of the They provide man
agement for family

These !'fi'."r‘.wh't s have

out
of the multiple use
concej increased education

forest her

e1ght
parts
state.
Services the
sized forests.
been trained
plans for the
woodland Keeping in mind the
They
improving
stand
and re-
Lree
Lse

the re

to make
privatel}

management
owned
mul
miake rec-

Ti[h"'

tiple use features.
for

timber
“weeding”
mark

ommendations
timber through
provement or
forestation They
commercial sale or home
service 18 p]‘u‘k'ifiu-:! free alf
quest of the owner

To find who your district fores-
ter is. address a letter to the kFor-
estry State Conservation
Commission, E. Tth and Court
Ave. Des Moines 8, Ilowa.

section,

RICHEST EDGE—

(Continued from page 770 )
ting of excessive amounts of or-
ganic matter (depleting the watler
of oxygen). Dredging and filling
have destroyed vegetation and ai-
tered currents that have
heen wiped out.

Most impoundments (that might
have ereated marshes) have draw-

S0 bheds

downs that turn their shores mmto
biological deserts The original
marshes, of course, are dt stroved

bv flooding. Since the first settle-
ment. there has been a constant re-
duction in the habitat provided by
aquatic plants.

The private owner or developer,
who wants remove the plants
from public water, may measure
his private interest againsi the
public interest in many forms of
fish and wildlife.— Canadian A wdu-

bon.

LD

HUNTING AND TEAPPING SEASONS
OPEN ZONES AND LIMITS

The Conservation Commizsion ituthorized by law L

inistrative rila e S0N bhage | {4 PO : T 1i
OPEN HUNTING SEASONS

PHEASANTS—Oper ! November T 1964-Janunry
lates Incluzive - b 't i .1 I

itk bkl possession limit nine (9) Diras A RS LELY

uth of State Highway 92 from M tine to Ki
- | o :{,_._:|...__|'I GO Trom Kn . ||| b th i M1rl B

QUALL—Open seasorn October 341, 196d4-January il dat
CIlUS1IVvi sShootinge how s talk Aa.n 1 i) il 1.1 146§ Iimi1 F. ') DIrASs
possession limit sixteegn (16) bird lantir tate open

HUNGARIAN PARTRIDGE—Open n: N mb e | G | UAary
LG, both dates inclusivi shooting hours § a.m. i p.m. i i1
two (2) birds, possession limit four (4) bird Huntin llowed ir

ast of | Highway 65 from the Minnesota lir i [ a ] |1 1l {
[ .S, Highway 20 from lIowa Fialls to Sioux ity HHemainder of Chs
loséed

SUIRREL—{Open sea=zon for gra ind fox iuirrel - !
cember 11, i6d, both dates inclusiy Bar | 1
on limit twelve (12) Entire state opel

RABRIT—0Open season for cottontail [ 2
February 21, 19¢ bhoth dates inclusive Shooting houwt
p.m., Central Standard Tims Bagz limit ti i per day no i
1mi I LT tale open

RACCOON—ODpen =season | on) B0 mirnt Ao ; ad
] mildnirrht Februars i . 1 il i 1 § ¢y 1 . Tel
ittt " ite oper

WEASEL, RED FOX, GRAY FOX, GROUND HO4G, COYOTE

DEER HUNTING
DEER—I) ! (3 [ . nl . ) ) ,
f 64, I 1 - I | I}
i 1 | 1 1 20 1 i 1 ] ¥ Bilh i
| } 1 Ve (3] 1 g t | | - | 1 111 | I
| 1 1 ! ronm. wWat i 1
I | | | ! n 11 by lowsd INCLLOTY !
A | 1 | il | e | = 0 ;! 11 1l \ 1 l
| | | | In | ok 1 1 Wil ]I: H ] 1 Ty T
- | i n .S i ' ncti vith lowa 175, then 1 Vi
i I ith U.S i, then nort) n | 01 i junction with
| AELY A n 1o a L) 1111 1n it 1 | \1 hen

't} i O Tl Minnesota lind

Zon remainder; f the gtate is open December 12-15, 1964, both dates
I L R

Dally bag limit gne (1) deer, possession limit one (1) deel eason limit
] 1) d 1

Shooting honul each open da Lot W oand arrow one=halt our b

unrise to one-half hour after unself Shooting hours for shotgun
n. 500 a.m. t 200 poIm
1 1 LEOn e n ..'|'1.. to Tow Sidents |-|-|l|.-!. S1e . el licen
il: ] | LNV AFi 01 CeX Iy L taken
WATERFOWL

DUCKS, COOT OR MUDHEN—Open season-sPLIT SO () hel
and 4 1964 and October 24 to Novemhber 2 1564, bhoth dates inclusive
rantil Ladl Opel shoo ting 18 allowed each day Irom sunrise 1o sunsel
| limi du ] i 1y r t I i [
| | i | in 1 i <1 nil I | i 1 W oeE]

| | n

. lal | n el i ! ma |
more of the following specis than (a) two (2) wood ducl i
gl:.l:_-:||_ i3] LWDO L2 ]'-|_;1 J-.L I1Ii__llJ s O OIlx I!i| il el il .'..'!!. L) LYWi L&) AT
ashack Oor two (2) redheads or one (1) of eacl The posses=ion
uel hher than mergansers may not include maorns i the following spe«

l ! L) W wood ducks (b)) four (4) mallard T black ducl
ingly or in the aggregate of both kKinds: and (¢) two (2) canvasbhacks
or two (2) redheads or ons (1) of each

'he limits on American, red-breasted and hooded mergansers, in the
ageregate of these specil are filve (d) dally and ten (10) In possession,
of which not more than one (1) dally and two (2) In possession may b«
hooded mergansers. This 1s Iin addition to the bag limit and possession
limits of other ducks.

GEILSE—UOpen season COctober 3-December 11, 18964, both dates inclu-
LV ¢ shooting allowed {rom sunrise Lo 'sunsel Bag limit and possession
limit five (&) and may not incliude, in the alternative more of the [ollow
ing specles than: (a) two (2) Canada geesé o0l ubspecies: (b) two (2)
white-fronted geese; or (¢) one (1) Canada goose Or subspecies and .
(1) white-fronted gooss The entire bhiag THi Ly e mads up ol either blus
O SNow geese o 4dny x---mrum..'mn LIvExITl

WILSON'S SNIPE OR JACK SAMIPE—Open season October 3-November
21, 1964, both dates inclusive, Shooting allowed from sunrise sunset
gxcept on opening day when the shooting hours will be [rom 12:00 noon,
Centiral Sstandard Time, to sunsef Bag limit eight (8) birds and posses-
ion Hmit sixteen (16) birds

IROSS' GEESE, GREBES, RAILS (Except Cootl)

AND) GALLINULES,
MOURNING DOVES, WOODUOUK, -

W AM NO ODEN Season
TRAPPING

special eegulations shall be enforced on State Gam Mana nt
Arens and Federal Wildlifs IHelfuges Th Lrapping n | B Lr AT
Management Areas and Federal Refugi will be by 1 1 Onl in
cluding harvest quota on fur species to be determined by tl Commis-
ilon and the Bureau of Sport Fisheries a Wildlif Permits for
State Game Management Areas are avallable from the State Conserva-
tion CoOommission [Dire Moline: [owa T hi permil 1 O] Federal Wildlif
Refug AT vailable from the various Hefuge OfHce:

On State Game Manarement Areas and the cloged liuntin

the Federal Refuges, the seasons will open at noon the day following the
close of the duck season, or noon November 14, 1964, whichever is thi
latter, and extend to midnight November 30, 1964, for mink, and to mid-
night January 21, 1965, for muskrat, and to midnight IFebruary 28, 146
for beaver, badger, skunk, ecivet cat, opogssum and raccs :

MINIL IEntire state open from noon November 14, 1964, to midnizht
November 30, 1964,

MUSKRAT—Entire state open from noon November 14, 1964, until mid-
night January 31, 1965

BADGER, SKUNK, OPOSSUM, BDEAVER, CIVET CAT Open entire
tate from noon November 14, 1964, until midnight February 28, 1965.
RACCOON—Open entire state from noon November 14, 1964, until mid-
night February 28, 1965.
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HARDY RINGNECK— late summer. Last vear these indi- opening day hunting conditions. on opening weekend, when @
(Continued from page TR) cated the highest pre-hunting pop- But remember, the birds not taken voung birds have not Yyet |
It is a difficult thing for many ulation, statewide, in 20 vears. It the first weekend will be there la- “educated"; but the extra efl
people to realize that hunting as is nof Urprising that a record har- ter in the season; and with a long it takes to bag a bird late: [.
presently done (cocks only) has vest occurred. This year's surveys season chances are good for fine pulls down the average. Late = |8
little or no effect on the number of show that the 1964 fall population hunting conditions sooner or later. son hunting, which for the
pheasants we will have to hunt the will be only slightly below last It is up to each hunter to learn time last year encompassed |
next vear. The weather during the wvear's, and ]-:..lu;t'nl_r the second how to .,.-H_H“J irt Mr. Ringneck. Christmas-New Year holiday
spring nesting season 1s the prime highest within this 20-year span After all, he isn't going to stand Son, furnishes a lot of sport |
determining factor Cold and/or Opening Weekend up, wave his white ring, and holler, those able to take advantag

wet spells are most unfavorable, Just because there are a lot of “Here I am, come getl me; Last the added opportunity. About
It is not at all unusual to find that jirds

the spring breeding population 18
! | | 4

Lr
]

around does not guarantee an year this attempt at matching wits fifth of all pheasant hunting !

o ——

. ; . - wmreT n y g hia 12.dav |
easy limit for q"‘;'!']’\'thnl:'\,' even thi was madae oDy more than 2o 000 wWere f“rl'.!! ‘1”1]”,‘.{ this ]..:.""'l-l:‘n JL‘
ﬁ
l
I|

higher than the previous years, first day. The weather and crop sportsmen. So determined were day period last year, and eclose '}l'ﬂ 2
but the resulting fall population is uonditions on opening weekend they to win the battle that they <V percent of the total kill '
lower than the year before or viCé have a strong bearing on opening “ﬁ_;{;i.- nearly 1,550,000 }1!11-_15;”'_-[ made during that time. This F
versa, As an example, in 1959 we weekend success. If a lot of the hunting trips involving 5,800,000 further evidence the extended F

|

had one of the highest breeding

corn has not been harvested, birds hours. Last year the average hunt- SOI WasS worthwhile.
populations on record, yvet only a will be harder { y get. If the weath- er went ;,:-__,'_]. pheasant between 5 Make no mistake, pheasant hi |
mediocre hunting season Why? or is on the nastv side. the hunter and 6 times during the season, and Ing In Towa is big-time busini gy
A cold, wet May resulted in a poor mav be handicapped. If both con- he totaled about 21 hours of pheas- This year “business hours" 1|
hatch, Last year with a good, but gitions oceur at once. it can mean ant hunting—or a little less than again be 8:30 to 5 p.m, with |
not unusual, breeding populs real work to bag a bird. Past ex- 4 hours per trip. He bagged 7 “store” open from November
and a vi ry f \wvorable Spring, a corll nerience has shown it is quite pos- cocks .‘;_;:I‘.r:‘_: the season, or better January 3—a _E.'.'!.-:T!Il total ol b
siderable increase in birds occurred gjple to have what seems to be a than one pel trip; and it took him days. There is a limit of 3 roost) '
over most of the stale, exce] better opening dayv hunt in a vear about 3 hours hunting for each P€r cusiomer per day, with &
parts of north central and north- ith :-.-'.-tu-: bil than in a vear bird bagged., Of course the rate of HOIEC than 9 in possession al l
east Iowa where local LNs Id with mor birds but '|r=:.n_'.'--a..='.-'.r- Q11O H_.H' is much better than this One time. And it all works on
LOorms ]']I".'!'T'.-'-'--1 SUCN An increase “self-service”’ .«}'ST{'II‘- It's L]
Long Season OPEN ZONES VO the 1':'.1!‘.1:-1'._utu find on E

Some iﬂt'“!ﬂ{' have eXpressi d con- | B under what fichelf the ";-,1-”.5:
cern that the longer season may | N is hiding. Once Yyou locate
result in birds being too vulnerabls £33 : ‘ \ | ( it's still up to you to get him
in the event there is snow before TR : f ¢ "'_J;'_“ ) J x“'r-,..‘ the “check-out counter.” G
the closing date. Actually, severe T —— ‘x,\ lIuck!

snowstorms or periods Of pPro-
longed snow of the type that may

be hard on Iri'u-:h::jni_a' seldom ocoeur

& REGISTRATION
| BUILDINGS FOR
\*\:@ CAMPERS

S Jack Higgins

- P — Campers in 15 of Iowa's Sl
.= 7 | " i}

JTH L ) Parks this year welcomed the

fwuscaring novation inaugurated in the che

l in svstem. Rustic wood buildi
a considerable surplus of cocks left ‘

to ] L | ' . \ were E’I:_H'i'-t'i at the entrance (o i
to harv 1:_‘-. .Il..-q_- Vs L? 11 tine the oy . . C o ALBLA & - > 2

Nnarve vithol hu iNg wne pop “ e various camping areas to fac ilil ‘
ulation ]

Thi ] camper registration. The progh|
I'his same thought applies to the

often expressed idea that the re-
cent lengthening of the shooting

until after the first of the yea:
And we should remember that du
ing the latter part of the season
the birds are much wilder and
more difficult for the hunter to ap

proach—snow or no snow. Even if
a few more birds are shot undes

« Y i EE e HE a T xxral
SITOW |_fi!“,rh.1-i31_‘-_ we Wil

still have

has been so successful that an
ditional fifteen or twenty build
will be readied for the 1960 cal

i
— -

O ——————

hours, allowing hunting earlier
and later in the day, makes the - ave b
cocks more rnlnvr'nh‘h*. particular- Vipmen -’lH.{.‘Hliflltlh “‘n-l!* -rﬁi
ly late in the season. True, they PHEASANT DISTRIBUTION R i ]er"mt- IHI'I-L--“]“; {- lr‘ '
aE Frer sintl s e e o o S l.:[tll'q,,';-.l‘l].'..‘!][-{-.l Buildings :1i.n
their feeding areas at these times: 1111141111.‘.“‘ altendanty SR
and here in Iowa this often means LS
they will be on or near a road
where hunters can find them more
easily. Yet when the extra cocks
are there to spare, no harm can
come to the population if more are
taken

ing sSeason.

Upon arriving at the
orounds the camper need
check the building and regis '
if someone is on duty. If no on' o
there, he is free to pick a camp g
spot and start enjoying the P
facilities, remembering to chec
at the building during the St
hours. Campers who inadvertel
forget Lo return at the propet f
are visited by the Park Officer
ing the course of his Tres' |
rounds of the camping aret. |

——

Let's 0 back to the pheasant
FJ-]I'TIiit‘ for this yvear. The spring

survey showed a slight decrease in

- p—

cocks compared to last year. This
would be expected on the basis of
the hi;.:,}l*"l' winter sex ratio and
higher percent of cocks shof Vet
the number of hens this spring wa ~ \ .

substantially greater than the vear L B 1—\-‘ :: \

before. The excellent production

of young in 1963 and the relatively 160,569 people for 243,155 &

L] [ l \ e
T |.=_‘ _\_: ‘1- * ‘--H_._‘l.-‘ "‘K_
N L v VRN e
W DA N B TS _——
i = L . N =LA}
mild winter last year were instru days in 1961. By 1963 repol sV

mental in providing more hens Lo indicating 285,873 people ?‘I“HUT
nest in 1964, Weather during the | | Best Pheasant Range I Good Pheasant Range 426,080 guest days in th_v t':lleF
nesting season was, on the whole, areas of the parks. Figures
favorable, though not as good as T 1964 are not ;u-;li‘];l};,.]p.l P“.l |
in 1963. The primary surveys 1o ‘l lH Fair Pheasant I-Ic:ngr: S _t'epurt:ﬂ ingicee

measure production are made in Sl mendous increase.

-
-

/"j_““—;]‘ —{———— Qince 1961 the use of camp

areas has more than doub
Camping facilities were usged
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