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LETS TALK FOX TRAPPING

Roger Fliger

'hen the hickory and maples
» turned the woods into works
rt and the last deer fly is mak-
lazy circles around your head
time to fill the pack baskel
. number two coil springs and
| for fox country. Fox popula-

have been high for many
™ rs and harvesting them offers
M xcellent source of outdoor rec-
= ion

‘"dEiesis

he fox trapper has a barrel of
w-how long before he makes
farst set of the season. Not that
trapping is exceedingly diffi-
but, like any other sport that
¥ might pursue, the fox enthu-
S t will be aware of a little more
8 vhat goes on between those jet
W -k pointed ears of Mr. Reynard
Ml :very turn of the trail.
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A dead furrow in a plowed field provides a natural path for foxes so therefore would be an excellent location for a set. Match-
ing wits with ""Ol' Red'' is a challenge for both the amateur and expert and now is the time to spot trails and ready your gear.

Y - . track with the sharp nail cuts will | Commission. The dirt hole set and | lines or gang sets in areas that
pot checks on Sunday afternoon | . ; : : :
oo AT be distinguishable. A line of single | its variations and the scent post have produced good catches in the
es, late fall fishing trips or ' ; . : T
tracks 11 to 12 inches apart and | sets will catch all of Iowa's fur | past or that suit his fancy. He ma)

n a straight alignment with the | bearers and with the price of long | have just one or two sets in the
above characteristics tells the tale | furred animals on the increase it | back forty or three or four hun-
of Mr. Red’s nightly sojourns. Sand | would certainly be worth while to | dred sets covering several coun-
bars, sandy knolls, dry plowing. | add raccoon and skunk to the catch | ties, but whether amateur or
dead furrows and damp or dusty  after November 10. professional, there is that same
back roads will produce tracks This fall the trapping of fox unexplainable excitement one feels

@8 rrel hunts along with frequent
s out into the fields to look
88 fox sign (along with the knowl-
= c of how many foxes were dug
W (he previous spring) will give
B trapper a fair idea of index of
verag (::m\:l-h_l“”l_l- B S I Fox droppings will give the trap- | paecoon and skunk on state-owned | @8 the first rays of the sun turn
- X sign consists primarily of

# Hpings, tracks and occasional
B8 ains of a kill. The tracks will

¥
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per an idea of the feeding habits | wjjdlife management areas will be | the frost-covered grass into out-
l.I 111?:1 [{HEII'I'_\'. ll'i. 1.1.“.‘ tqllil. T”.\u '1llil}b' l.rlltl}}ll-:l;_:'{,{i {-L}IL']I:]H .l'-"t1li| ‘I.il' Hl'T ['.J‘ rilHill _I‘.'\ll.rl’]:'; -:ll]li T.tl;.l.l. :{gi'“lllti ex-

8 mble a small dog, but with pings will contain fruit seeds, rab- manage harvesting of these ani- ;u-rt:nl.um to hurry 1i}1ﬂ;{J‘I+i| gel over
Lil 2 B-tice the more delicate ]H;‘lllll'{l bit hair and the remains of rodents. mals “1“”“- with mink and musk- the ridge and see if yolu've out-

They should not be confused with | y5¢ Often these animals will be | Witted “old red.”
raccoon droppings which will be | found in extraordinary numbers
made up primarily of corn or cray- | pecause of the nesting and young
fish. Skunk droppings will have | of waterfowl. Later, when the gun- IN THIS ISSUE
their share of insecl remains | ping season is in swing, the crip-

3 = ' A MAN MAY WONDER

mostly hind legs of crickets and pled birds attract predators

grasshoppers. The subject of traps, stakes, | . . . DAN SAULTS

A note book or a county map trowels, dirt sifter, ground cloth

should be marked to keep track of as well as scents and baits, will
all signs found along with good set vary with individuals and condi-
locations which might show little tions. While one trapper will use KNOW YOUR GEESE
sign but are natural fox habitat or extensive methods of removing hu- An identifical '
crossings such as fringe areas of man scent, another trapper will VIKING LAKE STATE PARK

woodlots, pastures and sloughs, claim that fox are accustomed to

High ridges, hay stacks, gravel | both human sign and scent. Which- hi
= ' | . = —
pits, rock piles and water courses | ever method produces for you is with prid
are among the favorite haunts of | the best. Being careful certainly HOW OLD IS IT?
Sre’er Fox. doesn’'t lessen your chance of put- E B SPEAKER
|  Several very excellent articles | ting an extra pelt on the stretch- Xt G Rl e .
covering methods of setting traps | ing boards. = | g i1
have appeared in past issues of the The 11':;1};111- usually sets out his mav want L
iy CONSERVATIONIST, If you can't find | line in a large loop, figure eight SHOOTING HOURS FOR
L Tie . | )
=8 Pair of carefully placed coil spring them, a copy of Tom Berkley's or along the I:ui-l-:hmnnum water DUC
pro#” * and a dash of fox scent await friend . A p(vg of Fox Trapping' is avail- | courses so as not to cover the same UCKS AND GEESE
: 3s he runs just below the ridge top ° e : : & . :

and » “lflﬂs for an appetizer or excitement. ' able by writing the Conservation | area twice, or he may run spur
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lowa Conservationist A MAN MAY WONDER | theres more exercise in following | coniferous species which are g

: a dog across a field than in sitting | sidered to be native to Iowa at ti
Dan Saults

on a hard board using eyeballs| present time. None of the fivé

T1 'ONSERVATION MMISSION Axsisiant Mrectior e : F )
I - N - - Missounrl Conserviitlon Commmission and vocal cords. 'l 1""1““!”'-'5‘* of live- | of great 'ITHIF‘FIT'riT'If't' Irom th
Even if it does irritate old grads bait fishing may notl builad Sschool .~541.'1iiFHI]I'!T of the value of I'u‘:uj”f:
I'd like to think out loud for a |Spirit, but it surely wouldn't hurt | which they provide

LEN G. POWERS, Direc! while about football teams and their | @cademic standings any more than These five coniferous species Iy

' M K : ' Aol AR - with .| a ten-day jaunt in Madison Square | long to four different genera

stadia, basketball squads with their | © J | o
e e T e, S monster field houses track teams | Garden. Travel may be educational, | trees. There are itwo species
MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION languishing in ll-;*‘-e'.lllil .« hofore | Dut so few people get on basket-| juniper represented in lows:

E M. FRI Jice | | vastly --Iﬂilmh' stands, and the polo ball squads—someone has to be One tree of this group of i
' ' under seven feet. 18 rather inconspicuous and usual

tennis, golf, lacrosse, boxing, wrest- _
1s not noticed by persons LakKin

- : ling and cheerleading teams that [t's hard to understand why so ] : :
- 1 | casu; walks ‘ough the wo
L] are an integral part ol high school | many schools resist hunting and Laslla ilks thro gh Lht VR

lands, It is the low-growing, pra
trate American yew also song

CIRCULATION THIS ISSUE 48 500 | sports pages when the baseball | While paying a football coach more | ELr orea Tee A
than the dean of men to instruct | times called the ground hemlog

and college life besides filling up fishing as '"specialized interests”

Two Years $1.00 season is over > 3 _ S :
no ( 1 Of cour thes Yo 4 + 1 one-fiftieth of the student body, | Botanists and foresters know th
Y - ! ourse, 1€se¢ 1tems 1n the _ : bran oo  Masees lensis Mars !
Ialne L orw e A ; ) 2 2 . There. | O Hire “orvm” lasses res 15 Tarus canadensi Mars
k‘lill,:.“itlll rll] ‘.k.‘l!.ili 'IT :-“Fhll.;". are I] a2 iT‘ B3 I:! 4 ‘l F"‘- ; l.. '|".|'11- FETIS '[" 115 1114 ='|'|I-+-1", froup Ries am vhy
part of the American Way of Life | ¢l course but these generally e ekl SRS A DA Vit
hedl' Ly | J 12 1 e s 1 b Jil 2 v ; J . e, . ]
and t not t st ed. T there are notable exceptions—rate | SPECIES which are found in Ame
dnd mus Ol I questionea €3 ‘ - . ey None f the four att: a Al o~
renare Our Young Men and our | C&listhenics more enobling than |'®4- 5 ne of the Ifour attains a =
!! I:Ihl. t ! | ]'h . el | all i : - : S : . : 5 ‘ ‘._r_+_1’! ]‘l"]".i’l! r]‘ilf' ‘llg]t]l']'ll:'-'_!,]]. Vi
Fair Womanhood for U. S. Citizen- | PIug-flipping. Push-ups may build | 8 8 :
il Ld LEL } & ! Fiy =t 0 . = ? ; 2 FRLLYE |_; o TaaleT I . — }"l i
SHOOT WITH A | ship and teach True Sportsman. |bodies, but their value in soul | (lowa's species) is the smallestif™,
S b AN LEACI e S SITIAT - ) those erowinge il t . 117 Y \ 4
ship. We could not have won World therapy is doubtful . . . and how hose growing in this country

= e SR T 2. B, Campbell in his “Treesi i
CONSC'ENCE War II without exhibition boxing | Many ©OL you 00 PSS .!,m" [:-t.':i']?rl.f,--ql:'t,"tl...:1'nr.l-”.'\::'T-.-!':u_';liz:'*'~. I

st Tean 1 Y O O — ) |

Cripple loss is one of the most matches by champions, And with- youre at the age Lo need I.““ as being a low, straggling };:i,‘&
wasteful aspects of waterfowl]|out the football squads of the Hlamﬂn;; and fishing aren't par- found occasionally in northeasteny
shooting By concentrating on Armed Services how woul the T_f'”'i--l'j‘-' "-'-r"';*':j“_ pastimes, but [lowa It has needle-type leaw g
bagging each bird that is hit by Forces of Truth and Freedom ever | they keep 4 I'I.'“-“Tlt”“lll In bette which are flattened, attached |}
shot. hunters could make a siz-| have swept to Glorious Victory? shape now than he's };"‘['T' by the the twig by a short stalk, and ab'}

able contribution to the numerical I do not question these virtues. Memories of boxing he did twenty jark vellowish sreen on the (il
welfare of the continent’s ducks | But thinking aloud on a personal | Y*&I'S @80 “i”l. you ?u.nr.ﬁl]_‘a' name | irface, tm'mu}; a reddish brow &
and geese basis | ‘11'“.[ }'].I._‘x'l!".f_', baskethall BERY -:!=.|]'T that's useful to YOu LO- in winter. This ‘:L:]ir]'r':-'r']:*'._ﬁ.,’ specit
Again this year, every single | fifteen vears ago and quit dream-

duck is an important duck. By |ing of stardom long before that;

H . ¥ | s ivaes X, % 9 B i 1y 17 ©F
aay LUniess you are a vyoung pro-

has a red berrylike fruit abohj

fessional ?
one-quarter inch long and broady

simply cutting down on cripple | I haven't tossed a baseball for five ['m not griping, you understan than long. The tree thrives |§
loss each waterfowler can bag a | years; 1 haven't engaged in fisti- U W RNGEEAETAL & “,Iml'ﬂ' 4 complete shade. r
limit of birds and still save at|cuffs since 1944, when an out- | USIDE the QUIO0XS “_Illl',l:'mt il The genus name of Taxus is U'g
least one duck per hunt. Each | ranked second lieutenant decided useful “ UL O Greek II--:' vew, probably becalig
vear l‘!'jIIF'rll- loss runs into the |to see if he should have been out- Missouri Conservationst. this wood gt:';|_~.; utilized for maki n
millions, and it is l_4!!|.--'|"..'.|T]‘.'-‘3_‘.' ranked. hows _l'

figured that 5 to 6 ducks are 3ut T still go fishing; T still hunt | [OWA'S NATIVE EYERGREENS The next time you hike or hilg

e L 0 - o I"I g ‘de 3 T ) oyt ] - . - ;
downed te I.t]! a bag of four birds. | a littl THE YEW through the woodlands of noriig
Multiply this waste by the army Nobody ever really taught me pastern Iowa, watch for this beag
Professor George B, Hartiman

Schoonl of Forestry

Stnte University of Towa

tiful low-growing shrub, oneé '§

of waterfowl hunters and we ar-|these sports I can practice as a
; lowa's five native evergreen Spy

rive at a crippling loss of stag- | middle-aged man; coaches were

Eering [H"J[H.-f'll“l"a.'-% Irt_l;—-'._“-.' TT"-.'iIl_.'..; o ii:-',.'w-]up a4 hook shot Excavations which have ‘“,_.‘.[-j cles

xlil.r’t' hll‘k'“ llf“ll-‘i 01 ll‘l!' ”-111“].1““.; ~ i b o ey Vi 1 i ™ AL e . AN | i

| £ sl Lot |. or a fast start in .”“ dashes. I|made in racent vears in the course 5
11 1}1".' l?llll*!l '\..-.L!!'![IF.".I. !J‘i!‘l'iil[['__: I'.’.]:'iii Nnow. someone !I(Ui 1 |11:}'”‘ Ime | of carrvine on Iil'-".,"‘il'-\ ]'ti'll{ im- [
- . i -~ . : — . . e | L . = VLS L
grounds and the 1960 duck crop is | how to fish a little better, because | provement program have exposed :
still down. This is the wyear then at Spor < : 5 o ey i : S : i e
for you and for n to mal AN Lhat. Sport Willubesopet iho/zl '1h|!tif‘t'h"fa' which were on the land a
! f 10 Ile () NAaAKE & . 14 . . f ' ‘ v T 1 - .

11 'IH| ffort t hel i ; i a participant 1 O1 d ;,__Hfﬂi many before the :l[lE'T'l?iH'h of the glaciers n
e =) eirlor O elp save ducKs. rears ve 3 r ¥ . o . »

) I yvears yet, God ‘.P'\I”HI@._, l.mmluh_ul | which invaded Iowa many vears i

Cutting the cripple loss by 10| angling, 1 don’t have to confine| .., The deposits of soil left by i
percent can send a couple of mil- | myself to indulging in what we | pe glaciers completely covered 3
lion more ducks back to the nest- | collitch-cultured journalists call | {ye forests which appear to have /,f '
ing grounds next spring. Every | “vicarious participation.” been chiefly coniferous (ever- S )
cripple we fail to retrieve usually S0 at the risk of being disloyal | green) tree species. The wood Neza :\K\\“ A
means another duck knocked down | {5 the sports section of the Free | structure of trees in these forests
to take 1is I"““"_’- “_-“ sheer waste | American Press, I'm wondering can still be identified. Both Doctor ¢ H
to hlll. five to six birds merely to | pot suggesting, just wondering-—if | W. H. Scholtes and Doctor D. W ;
take four home. a course in plug casting or gun | Bensend of the Iowa State UUni- F

I||1}f|_.,~.,-..r1 shooting is the best handling would not prepare our |versity staff have studied the
way for a walerfowler to live up | American Boyhood for life just as | structure of wood in these pre-
to his obligation to help save adequately as football casting or | glacial forests. Apparently the
[1.11:_'}{:-. [Tap 0L A il;lli.: 15 One u|- Il‘l{‘ basketball h.'iT'Hil.lH:,_{. Seems to me [II'!I'I.['”‘I}[I senus ”T' Pt .“-hl'\.h
inest means ol culling down|the acquired skill might be more | made up these forests was spruce.
cripple loss, but if a retriever is| yseful afte: boyhood has become | These findings lead us to suspect
not part of your equipment, it|manhood. might even teach a man | that Iowa mav have had dense
means the exerting of a little extra | 50 4 woman to live with them- | stands of l‘ntlll"t:'t‘lllt:-% forests many,
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#
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The yew is the only conifer whose toll |

ffort. Now is the time when vour | calves . . e e T
;t’;r | “H = .t IIIIH 1€11 HJI_I_I selves better than they would learn | many years ago. has no odor or flavor of resin. The &
elp will make a difference next|nhy watching matched teams beat But when the glaciers came the | tree has flattened needles and single i
yak each other's collective brains b aaplian Paraata o : 11, | pods that turn red in fall. The WOE
. e .J . = = CULl Welllls OlL l"ql'l“‘: 11)Jl':‘1|."'i- were 1.".?\"-"1‘:*1' ‘L"-Ilh tree takes on a wlnter hue gf hf.qwfd

I[f this be Treason, make the|a deep layer of glacial till, the “h

Among ducks, the pintail is one | most of it climate changed and our state be- Snapping turtles are masters

of the strongest and fastest fliers You can't draw 50.000 people to | came clothed with an entirely dif- | camouflage. AS they grow ol Lo

A flock of 22 pintails landed on |a fly-casting contest, nor get Old ferent kind of vegetation Today | their shells become so covered “"'
>almyra Island, 1,100 miles south | Siwash's name in headlines with | the forest vegetation of Iowa is|algae that, as they lie among °
of Hawaii, in 1942 and one wore a | an exhibition of gun safety. But | composed largely of hardwood |aquatic plants of some pond
band |;]a'u'-~:i' on it in Utah 82 days | the air is fresher on blue bonnet | (deciduous) trees According to stream, they look like old grt
earlier. creek than in Yankee Stadium and | R. B. Campbell there are but five | stones.
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Jim Sherman Pholo

ides 'S8 g on the water of Marble Lake in Dickinson County the distinctive white bills of
, these coots make them a cinch to identify and make coot hunters drool.

COOIT-OLOGY
A Word For The Wise
Malcolm K. Johnson

nd

s “Tre 1ere’s no question about it! The
al ¢ population is down! To the
1ard duck hunter this means
e hours spent in the blind with
r birds to take home or
Via the undelectable name,
hen, draped on the coot by
ters of this region, one of their
friends goes its fameless way,
8 *spected and unharvested.
fruit & they but knew
other parts of the country
member of the rail family is
™ rred to as a ““‘whitebill” or “rice
[axus Iﬁ "and deemed better in the bag
b Bl 1

-

does

ERaOTe

mallards unseen. In merry
land where tradition and avail-
® quantities demand that great

jke 0''88 s be taken to prepare wild
s of ™88 1€, this bird is called the “moor
rthis%88 ' and they are sold on the
rub, | -._i;.t atessen market. Another ob-
rerect S8 'e  feature of coots is their

¥ © absorbent breast feathers, a

2% 1| thing to remember if you

B vet flies. The biggest point to
W made, however, is that their
i, when properly prepared, is
8 lar to that of the canvas-back
48 other divers; in other words,
W t tasty! (For recipe, see page
@ Their diet is principally juicy
4% 1s of plants, which contributes
#4® he good eating quality, plus a
fﬂ insects and small mollusks.

How and Where

looting coots can be great sport,
‘cially if you're in a boat in an
1 1 Water area where they'll raft
Herd them down wind till
reach the end of water and

> to fly. With the wind at your
{ and the coot's general tenden-
2 0 take off into the wind, you'll
!> birds to test your skill over
and on either side for 20 to
‘ard shots. If you don't fill on
* initial run, wait a spell and
8’ will regroup, a little more
o ’ ety, but still available for an-
| 'r try. Be careful where you

- )t. Coot shooting is low and by

4 I»_rrf-l“'_i token, dangerous to others
;,'-._-n'errtr e by, Heavy shot isn't needed;
o an0“ B mber sixes” do well and don't
e "‘ Y as far. Oddly enough, coots
e pld ¢ ! aster than you think and most

misses are from shot patterns lac-
g the air a few feet behind them
Maybe they mistake the late shoot-
ers for friends because they never
fly far and best of all are nearly
alwavs to be found most every-
where during the season. Look for
the young ones if you want to bake

them more gray on the head,
breast and back than the old
black ones that perhaps are best

cooked in a pressure cooker,

Dress Quickly

Once downed, a coot should be
skinned and gutted immediately.
Many pin feathers necessitate

skinning, and entrails and breast

fat can impart a strong flavor,
Keep all of the bird except the
wings past the first joint. If you

fancy giblets, the immense gizzard
and liver of the coot should make
him a favorite. The legs are large
and should not be left behind; the
bones in them will remind vou of
a pheasant. Like ducks,
should be eaten soon, not days or
weeks later. Many who shoot and
like coots, do themselves a dis-
service by ripping off and taking

Cc0oLs

home only the breast and wing.
Others, still worse, use coots tor
target practice and intentionally

violate the law by leaving them on
the water or stomp them into the
mud, hardly living up to the creeds
of conservation and rod and gun
clubs. Plastic S0

bags are

“"mudhen"’
in England under the name of ''meorhen.’’

Inappropriately termed

easy |

COMMISSION
MINUTES
September, 1960

The Commission:

Approved minutes of the August
meeting.
for travel
Louis for

Approved a
authorization
Jerry Jauron.

request
St.

Lo

Approved a road easement into
Echo Valley State Park.
Approved a land option for an
area adjoining Beed's Lake State
Park.
Approved

construction of a

to get these davs every hunter
should always carry a supply to
make a good day in the field a
good one at the table too. Game

should always be cleaned and
cooled as soon as possible unless
yvou're like the Britishers who fa-
vor game ripened by hanging from
the neck till the weight of the body
will sever the head from neck.
Natural Decoys

Still unconvinced? Well, if you
don't want to eat coots, follow the
line of the old hunters and welcome
their presence near your blind.
Some even use coot decoys to lure
them closer and indirectly draw in

the wary ducks that look for un-
disturbed coots on the water. One
thing is certain, everything that

lends to the naturalness of the vi-
cinity of your blind is more help

than hindrance.
A Reminder
Bear in mind that in most cases

this yvear ducks will be at a pre-
mium. Your season tally could be
pretty low if the narrow thinking
of years ago prevails. Broaden
vour ideas and tastes and enjoy
some of nature’'s less sought after
bounty
are wonderful birds, but when it
comes to eating—last year's stor-
ies taste awfully flat.
balmy days of blue bird weather
in the early part of the season the
ducks may not be flying, but the
chances are that good table fare is
right under your nose.

by local hunters, the coot Is an eplcure's dellght

His assets Include heavy legs and giblets.

Green heads and pintails |

During the |

power line across the north end
of Green Valley Lake.
Instructed the Director to adver-
for and arrange for the
release of funds for completion of
the dam at Palisades-Kepler State

Park.

tise bids

WATERS

Approved sealing the millrace
at the old dam on the Middle Rac-
coon River near Panora

Approved a request from Carter
L.ake to hold a regatta.
Approved a request from Cedar

Rapids to hold a regatta on the
Cedar River.

Approved a request from the
State Highway Commission to

build a bridge in Linn County over
the Cedar River

COUNTY CONSERVATION

ACTIVITIES

Approved the following: Land
acquisition of 1215 acres in Buena
Vista County along Little Sioux
tiver, including a dam for picnick-
ing, camping and fishing access.
Land acquisition in the Elk Creek
area of Delaware County. Land
acquisition to add one-half mile of
river front to Black Hawk Park
in Black Hawk County. Land ac-
quisition of four acres of wooded
pasture land for a roadside park

east of Hampton in Franklin
County. Land acquisition of 56
acres in Hamilton County as an
addition to Briggs Woods. The
lease of Riverview Park in Lee
County. The lease of five acres

for access to Silver Lake in Worth
County. The of three acres
(Keays Access) as a fishing ac-
cess in Polk County. The lease of
14 acres on the east
Crystal Lake for an
in Hancock County. Development
of the Buffalo Creek area in Linn
County. Development of a gravel
pit for picnicking and fishing in
Worth County. Development of
the roadside park in Franklin
County with camping and picnick-
ing facilities. Development of the
Keays Access road in Polk County.
FISH AND GAME
of two areas, 25
58 adjoining Elk
Marsh in Worth County. Purchase
of three the upper and
Bays Branch Management
Area. Purchase of 27.1 acres in
Spring Run on the south shore of
Lily Lake in Dickinson County.
Purchase of 14 acres for shoreline
access at Barringer Slough in Clay
County. Purchase of two areas in
the Otter Creek vicinity in Tama
County. An easement for an inlet
structure at Big Marsh in Butler
County.

lease

shore of

acCess area

and
Creek

Purchase
acres,

acres at
(ame

Gave permission for Iowa-Illi-
nois Gas and Electric Company
to cross Weise Slough with cer-

tain stipulations.

Heard a report on Muskies and
Trout given by the Superintendent
of Kisheries,

The mallard duck is the most
abundant wild duck in the world.

]
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HOW OLD IS IT?

E

. B. Speaker

|'i|1|lli_'_ %

For centuries man nas spe 1llated
n the age of woman, but with
C0lOl nts for the han real LO1

e sKI nd make-up for the facs
his problem has becomi icrea

oly difficult. Foresters have been

ble to determine the age of tre
since earls mes by counting th
summer and winter growth Trings
in the wood. Only in comparatively
recent VYears have I'.Ii-fl]II::-'-'..;- beer
ible to age fish ind determine the
relative maturity of some of the
maijor game birds and imima
Wildlife is a product of its environ

|

IT1el her 517 nape ] 1

1] L alway e used { eaAsIT
¥ ¥ i

We thought vou ght ik« t1
% (& ¥ 1o ing * LT 5

ee tl f v died and had '

ut dow 1N'1Z fi
= HIT 1 I: _15.

F'he tree 1s nple £ )
menh et 1111} = V L1 fto
the purpose. If you will examing
1 stump closely you w note alter-
nate rings of light and dark wood
'he light ones represent the sum
mer :-“!I-','~"|;'] and the dark ones the

A

Lminer

tree mMore

ice the thick-

ETrOows

Lhal
winter,

Simple, 1sn't 1t?

Biologists have found that fish
lay down summer and wintlel
rrowth rings in bony parts of th
wody. Although much more coms-
plicated, fish can be aged by count
ing these growth rings. A micl
cope is a must for accurate work
but a small hand lens will give y
an idea of the age if care llv used
Let us take a scale from a fish. Il
1S bony and must grow proportion-
ately to cover the body. If you
look at it closely, you will note

lines radiating out from
of the These
wlti. L.ook at the
ly and you will find these
much more crowded
regular intervals. What
an

scale are

scale

me

1S (rr=

Lilke

oW observing

six
puffalo taken at Storm Lake.

seven year old
Note the six
(annular growth rings).

pound,

winter than in summer, By count-

¢ these annual rings, you can de-
termine how old the fish was at thi
time of capture (see photo)

What abou fish that have n
scales, like thi 1t his] i bullhe (]
Fhey are ugh to age, but | '
be done, Fortunately les are not
the only bony parts that lay dow
ynnual rings., ldeally, thin section
hould be cut near the base of Uhe
spine and viewed undetl Mmict
cope for this work. If this is not
practical, thoroughly clean the first
vertebrae behind the head and ex-
LM it under a hand ler O

from 10 inch bull-
growth rings are indi-
Is estimated to be six
State University Photo.

of vertebra

End surface
h\: ﬁd. Thi"
cated and the
years old.

annual
fish

1&*1*

navent si
let
of the game birds and mammals
In instances you will lyv be
able to tell if ne

)1 |l]liI

-4 g
VOl Ol |"1..

If we

nis time, 1S Prof eed with some

maosi 0on
e - il U P e
Lhe animal 1s you

The deer is the exception

this article., Since most game har-
vested by hunters is less than tw
vears old, however, this method of
aging will usually suffics For ex
ymple over R0 per cent of the
pheasants taken by hunters are

were hatched ths
'E:."

situation o

birds that

irecedinge hunting

<S1millal Curs in a normal

breeding season with quail, rabbits,
other

--ll_HlI'[q'l-w_ and

of wildlite

many

_*-.'Ilr'l 15

Pheasants are aged by several
methods One of the most com-

monly used in the field is the spur
method. Obviously only cock birds
can this way,

only cocks can be legally taken in
[owa, this should present no prob-
lem. Large, plump birds are nol
necessarily old ones Normally,
pheasant eggs hatch from about
June 15 to July 15. Some are earlier,
and few may hatch late
August or even early September.
The variation in the nesting season

be aged but since

a as S

gives rise to a considerable differ-
ence in the size of the birds taken
by hunters in the fall. Spur meas-

urements sometimes used to
separate young from old birds (34
8] including the leg 1
is considered young) but since the
spur of young Lo
all fall, there is OvVer-
lap between early hatched young
and old. Most biologists now dis-
tinguish young from old by appear-
ance of the spur rather than length

al'e

inch lesy one

birds continues

E IOV s0me

alone, The spurs of adult birds
(over one vear old) are dark in
color, long, sharply pointed and

OLL# lecurved and navi 1 hard
H:' S8V SuUriacy el I¥Ll] 1 _'\."'IJ; .
birds ari chl In o hort, th«
poInt < more biun nd the
T ACH - 111 i 1 Wl 1T 1L Tl F':\._L
’E. | eXiremely Frare CcCasi Nnens
nave Iio pur (2l i-'.-ﬁ' )
Immatu: LE in | |
suuished from adull l 1
icter O he tw 19} pDriman
|
g T :
.1'--‘&"'? ’

Pheasant feet can be wused to determine
sex and age of these birds, Top to bot-
tom: normal hen foot without spur, hen

with spur, young cock, and old cock foot.

Wi Le I-il" 1 (1 Ll ‘I'I' !"1.:|;_..
nf the greater uppel wert The

two outer primaries on the a fults
are rounded and the cover ATt
sleek In appearanct lark gray 1in
color and without markings I hie
outer primaries of young birds
AT E j- nitea | ] Lhie Werl AT e
ipped with light buff color [(ses
phot
Rabl i1 | L=edl DYy 1

bones 'he humeru DO bong
between the shoulde blad: ind

Primary coverts on the juvenile quail are

identified by the white tips.
the elbow) is used for this pur-
pose. Cooking does not damage

the bone for this purpose, so meat
need not be If the thin
cartilage (epiphyseal groove) can
between the shaft and
end of the bone it is a young rab-
bit. If this cartilage is absent the
rabbit is fully mature (see photo).

wasted

he 1'1'['1H1’I'K't'l!

A similar method 18 used to age
squirrels. In this case the feet are

used. By careful examination of
the wrist bones (radius and ulna)
it will be noted that the cartilage
of the outer and inner bones is

gither separated from the shaft or
| shows distinet line of fusion in
| the sub-adults. Adults show
| line,

&l
110

e —

The adult rabbit's upper foreleg bon
the left does not have the cartilage
as appears on the juvenile bone, ni

—————— e - T R . R —

1
B 1SS and gamd ma f
e the 1 S 1 1ge MUSKIals I
+J 1I- : 1 :I i'\-‘ '|: ‘r\ I
l|I Fi m ;.., 1 ;i‘. - T I.
|
i
i
I
I
i
i
Adult muskrat on left has splotchy p«
while juvenile on right has symme :
lincar pattern on inside of pelt
symmetrical dark-colon a1l .
while the adults show Irreg
mottled dark areas (see phot *
Several methods are used | i

AouLt
!\! JUVE

NILE

L]
p—

i &

)

-

= g

!
pas 29
| |
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WATERFOWL TAIL FEATHE

wﬂt{‘ffn“l t-r‘l" fEﬂthcﬂ-

termine the age of waterfowl. ¥
method makes use of the tail f h
| ers. The large tail feathers O U
venile ducks are “notched"
- (Continued on mnext page
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W;‘:’_ et Y _"F'ﬁT The “milk teeth"” or temporary v The idea which we're checking
premolars are 1'1*|al:1|_|-|1 with per- B‘BLOGISTS out is that d !Hr;ﬂiﬁ:t!int'i tinder
manent ones and there 1s no change SLYess does not ;1|'|::|II';1':- voung

ck teeth from white-tailed deer. Top
bottem: one permanent molar at rear
4.7 months; 2 permanent molars at 1

wre; 22 years, permanent premolars
| ¢ replaced milk premolars; 8'2 years,
molars worn.

ontinued from lI'J'Jrr-’r.'lw'rr.l' paije
11 attached to
"I. :‘ ]l'

down

iown 18 either stu

-

18 evidence
Tj!r
adult

oa fall feathers are elther il-u:'[':t -

Lip or there
teh and blunt
oM In

aitter

2alks ducks the

o1 rounded, This method of aging

| only used until the juvenile
feathers have been moulted
d replaced by the feathers of

first winter plumage. A new

thod of by
iracters is in the process of de-

¢ lopment. This
a later issue
INIST
Ill.lil i'i:Ti"';:E]l|P'r1
ith development and wear.
(l changes oceur in the d

aging ducks wing
fh
Ef -Iv,-;l']‘lhrli

CONSERVA-

will be
0of the

deer are aged by

Sev-

r"‘-.'r‘]'i!_i-

alotca] + b £ " i
pas SFE mel “DL OF Lhe teeth in deer until they
ide of PP € 115 to 2 wyears old. These

inges identify
imal up
rmanent

teeth
rough the gum,
(| ined by we;

al’
a4l you probably can remember
€ old horse traders that used to
i1l the farms. Before completing
¢ trades, they would invariably

>e 0f the

the ag
t0o this time, After all
erupted

have
':}l't er-

1S

age

[f yvou are as old as

J-wﬁ.-“_ﬁ k into the horse’s mouth and
=7 = amine the teeth. If badly worn,

f I4 €Y knew at once the animal was

s oOld one, Present day biologists

veé perfected a method of aging
L ©r 50 that many age groups can
distinguished. Since 80 per cent

1 “:“' PEr cent of the deer taken by
| :I ‘H i 1{'{”]]11:'.!‘!-2 are .‘_J:t._. yvears old or
i ‘ :t will econfine our remarks
e i.:-.ln Eroup and leave the tough
48¢ groups for the biologists
'i ; worry about. The HH|}.' difference

i —

A M this age is the amount of

‘Al
i For our purpose we will ignore
.' front (incisor) teeth and use
~ . FeNre Iy the cheek teeth (premolars
ez Frc. :I,m(’h“'.‘ih. From 4 to 7 months
oll 1624 "]‘."H“«l‘“ 4 cheek teeth-3 pre-
i (_”:IhHun-I 1 molar (see photo).
of ‘ln ._1 (L0 9 months there are 3
e goMolars and 2 molars (see
;.1! [,__.:1'_IT‘I;-_-:-II i[jIJJ].-JﬁLt. about 114 years deer
;_.' ':-f',f:;LILL;:J!-"I U their thirq molar (see photo).

et -

after the animal 116 to
old, except of course in wear |

photo).

We hope we had al
tempting to age yvour prize trophy

15 yYears

.l._;'ll'|

iun

have

Who knows it may turn out to be

vour most interesting hobby! While

we hope it is fun for you, 1t rep-
resents hours of work for the biol-
ogist who must age, with greal
accuracy, hundreds or even thou-
gands of fish, birds or mammals

ot

the the

techniques are tools of

during course
Agmeg

profession, and assisl

Vear
nis
nim 1n doing
\ better job of fish and game man-

agement. The application to his

unlimited. With the

k is almost

WOTrK

knowledge of aging fish he can de-
termine the rate of growth and
show the response to managemendt
and natural changes. Large vear-
classes can be identified and fol-

ed for a period of vears. Yearly

nroduction can be determined and
estimates of future populations
predicted

In wildlife, age-ratios are a ol
indicator of reproduction and mor-
tality Although there are some

exceptions, a high percentage ol
voung usually indicates an increas

g population,
of yvoung a decreasing population
and an intermediate distribution ot
By
nse of aging techniques and mod-
ern census the
in the population can be
with habitat
and other factors

ng a low percentage

age classes a stable population

methods changes
correlated
environment, climate
The effectiveness
i“.
predictions of future

lculated.

of managsement measures can
evaluated and
populations ca

Much

nfancy,

IS

have

of this work is still in
but
mad
wildlife
technigques
As time

will be

oreal sirides
understanding

Lthrough

in
management
1n
furthe

(& ol

l.l:‘i"!'l
Of
recent vears

Lhese
goes o1, Progress

made.
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SEARCHES FOR
SQUIRREL FACTS

Paul D. Kline

(sinmnie
A

ALk

asked

me

Biolozixi

what I w

el

CORNER

3 |1|r-

the other day. Wasn't too sur-
prised, even though he was a stran-

gcr

Y ou

See.

I had

my

evieballs

aimed skyward, up a big burr oak

Had no gun, so couldn't be
hunting.

U'nderstanding

squirrel
his

CLIT]-

osity, I had to tell the truth: "“Just
checking the nut crop."” Of course
that brought some specific ques-
tions; and a little explaining was
in order, It went something like
Lthis:

We know that squirrels depend
m nuts and acorns as a major
SULTLCE )] !'H”i :':‘!‘]li‘ !.-lllh r.i'.ll"
oaks, hickories, and walnut fail to
produce. Then what happens to

Ll
||F
Li

portions of
r woodland,
[l,lliui

Ln

i
|

it

1 1|'Il:-~

1I'T

ales

ideas
eck out
(3K

{10 Ccom

squirrels? We

[ow

for

which

Possibly

a. where

x\'t"s'i'
11

i

more

have some ideas

ryving

Mosl

corn dom-
squirrels

than

normal, The overall effect on squir-

i

in the heavily
ilf Va
east and southern
fect may be mu
This effect may be
little bundle
squirrel F"“l”-:l-”“‘-"‘- 11714
anithiect
results from

g mav not be too important

But

wooded portions of

particularly in some north-

called

L0 pressure or

exterior

counties,

Serious

L

.

12 2l

tied up In a

'stress,’

!1'1'
strain

.| IrCes

siress

L]

A
1S
vhich

1".1 i I1i

shortage is only one form of pres

=1

i

lre
10
other

which

and deep

creates

SI105A

You better wake up and get off automatic pilotl

sLress

may

-
)

be

evere

all-

squirrels normal numbers. Thi

litters mav be fewer and each con-

LI

tains less Young squirrels
normally
cent of the fall population in
If the
Stress one

v,

follows

yvoung
Do per-

Ilr.:..t

squirrel population is undel

make up about

conseq
}'Ii'ulil]i'u'.ﬁ fewer then it
that the will not
contain as many squirrels as hunt-
ers would like to see the following
And the whole
may be reflected by poor hunting

winter QII'Ii:l len
volung

woods

season pilctur

SUCCESS.

But first of all we must check
the nut crop each fall. This we do
with the aid of foresters and unit

[owa

throughout

'[uT'u:i:i,l

game
Then
lecting squirrel leg bones thros
hu

We can tell old squirrels from ju-

MAanagecrs

we measure tion bv co

1gh
iters and conservation officers

veniles by examining the leg bones

ire nunt

And. finally, we measi Ing
success through cooperation of
hunters who mail us reports on the
number of squirrels killed and

hours hunted
the

hour down

Ir‘I-._\'
2O,

Three things must be studied

over a long period of time, several
vears at least, before we can say
for sure whether or not our idea
§ accurate IIII]_‘s‘ then, after we
know the facts, can we apply man-
agement with any degree of con-
fidence in an effort to control squir-

rel
I

right tr

populations
l--" T '.E'."

.I,Eﬁ]_ri_'.'!,['.‘-i e Il _
1959 squirrel sea-

ack. The

son gave poorer hunting success
than any other of recent vears
Hunters bagged less than 0.7 squir-
rels per hour of hunting. In 195%

it was 0.86 squirrels per hour; and

the recent

average for years 18
about 0.985 per hour. Young squir-
rels made up 50.1 and 4¥.4 per-
centages respectively for fox and

orey squirrels. We've already stated
that the normal fall population is
D9 per cent All this fol-
lowed an extremely poor nut yield
during the fall of 1958, followed by
a rather severe winter, 1958-59.

In the heavily wooded areas of
[owa this

Imote

young.

northeast evidence of

even apparent.
bagged only 0.4
That ex-
Not

was
hunters
per houl

low

S1I'ess
rhere,
squirrels 1S

tremely success. only

that, young-of-the-year made up
42.3 and 44.2 percentages for (ox
and grey squirrels from that area.

Practically no nuts or acorns were
produced in northeast ITowa during

1958

Our theory checks out so fal
Will it continue to do so? We can
find out only by checking the nut
Crops, :If_{it]t; the :qu.'i['r-.'lb'. and

evaluating hunting success.

In captivity, the raccoon will not
touch unless there 1s water
in which wash This wash-
ing habit largely explains why the
found far 1from

mealt
Lo 1L.

'coon 18 never

water.

When hunting is poor

number of squirrels killed per

P e b
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STATE PARKS OF [OWA 1S doubtful if any foreign fish
A Where To Go and What To Do | ©0U!d ever climb it. =~

Feature As for fishing, this fine new

. lake is abundantly supplied with

VIKING bass, up to 3'2 pounds; bullheads

Stan Widney

The greatest earth movers of all

time pushed down from the fa:
north at least four times during
the past eons. They called them

glaciers and three of them moved
partly across Iowa and down into
Missouri before dumping their
loads of silt, dirt and rock

The last one, called the Wiscon-
sin, unloaded gradually in two big
heaps, both in Iowa, about
south as Highway 30. It leveled
off the tops of these piles before
melting, leaving higher hilly
ground with many lakes and pot
holes. Consequently, below the gen-
eral area of Highway 30, the melt
ing of old Wisconsin formed rivers
and creeks instead of lakes and pot
holes

as Iar

less

the creeks are
uated between hills that
properly dammed, they will form
a lake—or one of the thousands of

F‘HIIH' Of S0 Sit-

when

farm ponds we see so often in
southern Iowa. One of these arti-
ficial impoundments, created just
three vyears ago, 1s 150 acre Vi-

king Lake in Montgomery County

just east of Stanton and north-
west of Villisca

It is the most natural looking
artificial lake 1 have ever seen

The “arms,"” winding through the
timbered shoreline remind you of
Canadian lakes, as does the crys-
tal clear water in which vou can
see bluegills and minnows four or
five feet below the surface from
the docks.

The south shore is almost en-

tirely devoted to or is in the proc-
ess of being developed for recre-
ation. The rest of the shoreline is
timber except for the neatly rip-
rapped dam. The spillway, 500 feet
long, from the lake
level at a seven degree angle. It

slopes down

e -#;_ - . - .. ~
e WS

-

up to 12 inches, and bluegills that
are not yvet king size by any means
but
of sport (o

they are eatin’ size and lots

catch. Viking was

opened for fishing a vear ago in
Mav and has been fished heavily
ever since. Farm pond owners
would do well to take a leaf from
Viking's book because when the
lake was first opened for fishing
no bass measured over 10 to 11
inches and the bullheads were no
more than seven or eight inches

walers was so

The appeal of ils

great that it was not uncommon
to see as many as 100 boats and
over a 100 shore fishermen at eight
o'clock in the morning on a good
day. This seems to prove that
fishing is what a lake, or farm

needs to make the fish grow

The lake is 46 feet at its deepest
and has many bays and projecting
points around its 4'. mile
line. A portion of the north
1S sanded, providing a well marked
bathing. A

showers is

pond

shore-

shore

area for swimming and
bathhouse with
to be built shortly

soing
Meantime, neat,
clean compartment size buildings
for changing clothes are provided.
A bait house with boat and

livery is manned and kept spotless

motor

by Jimmy Jones, who calls visitors

by name ten minutes after their
arrival.
A shelter house for the picnic

area will be constructed in the near
future; one that has a huge fire-
place in the middle and open on
both sides to provide for two fam-
ily reunions at a time.

Neatly graveled rock roads lead

to all areas in use now, as well as
two large overlooks from which
there are excellent views of the
lake,

No, the glacier did not create

Viking Lake, other than to provide
the start of the stream that event-

- b
o f.*-.__ﬂt: AT, o

The Conservation Commission's campground Improvement program s near completion.
This new shower and tollet bullding at Dolliver Memeorial Park is larger than most

and was designed for group camping.
and camplng areas,

Other Improvements Include expanded parking
Sixteen of the parks have the new shower bulldings.
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JOONE FISHEN

OPEN AU6.30 th

—
e 24 TT 2

. e

o Tovey [hol

The Conservation Commission's "'Stop Wishin' Go Fishin''' car stickers u;varr. very ¢

fective last summer—at one Des Moines barber shop at least.

The camera caught i

owners as they were putting up this sign on August 24 preparatory to closing th

shop for a whole week of every chair's favorite pastime.

Regular customers say the

came back with good tans and steady hands that not only cut hair better, but spres
wide whenever '"the ones that got away'' were mentioned.

ually filled it The Conservation
Commission bought the land from
farmers who were most coopera-

tive in order to provide themselves
and neighbors with so fine a recre-
ation place engineers
designed the dam that encloses the
waters that even now drawing
| visitors to them from as far away
as New York and California. How
better can conservation minister to
the mind and spirit of mankind
than in the building of a beautiful

lake and parkland?

COOT COOKERY

The preparation of a coot dinner

Commission

arc

begins not after arriving home
from the hunt, but when the bird
1Is downed and in vour hand. The
flavor of ducks and coots, es-
pecially, is dependent upon how

it is handled and when.

Bleed the bird as soon as it is
retrieved. Take out the entrails
while the bird is still warm-——this
produces finer flavor by first
plucking a strip of feathers from
breastbone to vent, then cut and
eviscerate. Wipe out the body
cavity and keep the giblets, You

may want to skin the coots on the
spot. At any rate don't try to
pluck them, as the pinfeathers are
too much trouble and the fat
between the skin carcass
should be scraped off.

At home: soak the carcass in a
weak brine solution (!4 cup of salt
| per gallon of water) for a day or

also

and

more in the refrigerator, if pos-
sible, or other cold place. Change
brine to draw out the blood as

needed. Drain and dry. Young
Ti"‘!l[it1r- (] ,':'-_-.;_ 1;’)‘}1 l|'”. I.l:.l'-lgi.";tt"l! IEL:'
ducks if desired. For the oli&

birds, flour the meaty pieces |

Brown slowly in a sma
amount of fat in a heavy fryili
pan or Dutch oven, turning U
brown all sides. Season with sall
pepper, herbs and
prefer. Add a small
liquid (1 to 2 tablespoons)
water, stock, milk, cream
or sour), or tomato juice.
pan tightly and cook at a simme

desired

spices as Yo

amount @
usin
{ W

Cove

over a low heat or in slow 0vd
(250° to 300° F.) until meat
tender and well done. Turn

meat occasionally and add enougl
water to keep steamy. Total mmiil
ing time should be from 11y 10
hours. Remove cover when near
done to make brown and crispl
Put the coot on a heated plati€
and serve with gravy made frod
drippings left in the pan. Ther
you have it, a one-way ticket 0!
gourmet’'s delight.

The butterfly was origina!

called the flutterby.

The average hunting bows
successful archers ‘“weigh” abd
25 pounds of energy to pull thel
the length of an arrow. The avel
age distance deer have been sl
is about 30 yards. The long®
known lethal shot on a deer W
173 vards, in Utah, This is abd
the extreme range for a huntil
arrow and illustrates its effectiV!
Nness.

i
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DUCK AND GOOSE HOURS

STATE OF IOWA — 30 MINUTES BEFORE SUNRISE AND SUNSET SCHEDULE

CENTRAL STANDARD TIMI
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