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BULL BASS LIK

FARM POND PHILOSOPHY

s K. M. Madden
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Fisheries
irm ponds like wives
derful things beauty, bu
" must be managed if you are
live happily ever after with
n. With ponds as with wives,
soon learn Ih!‘},' can't be basic-
changed or reformed so learn
must to live with the faults
enjoy the virtues.
ood ponds are usually 14 sur-
acre or more in area and
» enough to withstand summer
ight and livestock water
ids and yet are of adequate
n h for over wintering fish life.
ns ertile land and water, when
W ogically activated by energy
M n the sun, build great crops of
B 1g plants, animals or both. Just
errestrial require inten-
scientific culture, harvest
control, maximum specialized
itic production possible 1if
& i1gh effort and scientific man-
ment techniques are applied to
= 1 unit or pond.

ortunately, fish production is
M the primary reason for build-
® most farm ponds, Soil and
W er conservation, fire protection,

superintendent
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™ owa farm pond can look like this one in
he shelterhouse, picnic table, fireplace
= 'y natural thing. Trying to get rid of

L ;
b .l' * L ". ,_} W,

livestock water supply, flood con-
trol, farm family recreation (fish-

ing, hunting, picnicking swim-
ming, skating) are some of the

commonly stated Iowa farm pond
Average local vield
from 20 to 60 pounds of recrea-
tional fish per acre plus the other
values for which the pond was
built. Certain oriental peoples de-

lses ponds

pend on fish for “protein food"
and they “farm” thelr ponds 1n-
tensively, producing up to 5,000
pounds per acre.,

Three major living crops are
common in every pond., (1) Greal

quantities of minute plant and ani-
mal organisims (plankton). Plank-
ton directly convert organic
and mineral nutrients of the water
into living crops with the sun's
energy (light) (2) Rooted and
free floating large plants (aquati

can

vegetation). Aquatic weeds can
also convert some nutrients of
soil and water with the aid of sun-
light into self sustaining living
crops. (3) Large numbers of in-

sects, other higher life forms, and

fish. This group cannot utilize

pond nutrients directly and is de-
(Continued on page G1)
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Polk County with very little added expense
and bridge. The ''weeds'' in the lake are
them could ruin the pond both for fishing

and, most important, as an emergency water supply.

Not a cavern or a canyon—just looking down the gullet of a big bull black

E LIVE

1

a55.

This fellow, caught on a chill April day in the Des Moines Reservoir on nightcrawlers,

weighed 7 pounds and had a seven inch bullhead wedged in his throat.

Roger Fliger

Any largemouth that up
over the 314, pound class falls into
the category of Bull Bass. He has
run the gauntlet of predation,
winter kill, high water, pollution,
and a hundred different types of
bait and hook decorated hardware
that has probably torn a hole
two into his respectable jaw. He has
taken all this in stride and for the
last couple years he has been deal-
ing it right back. He's the Kking
and he knows it. Bull Bass are
rugged. They'll pick out a particu-
lar hole, stump or log and
yut all competition.

What the most productive
method for taking the exitra large
This is the subject that
keeps the blood pressure up long
after the fishing equipment has
been retired for the winter. Large
are taken occasionally while
fishing for panfish and
Walleye and catfisherman will ac-
cidentally catch them at times.
When the water is low and clear,
bass bugs and hair frogs on the
surface and weedless bucktail and
spinner combinations that can gel
down and thread their way through
the mazes of roots and debris are
productive, but hwve bait will

gels

Or

drive

15

addition?

bhass

crappies.

con-

ahead of
at times

Top this one!

sistently account for more bass
than any
the market. Green frogs, cray fish
and minnows the best with the

latter taking the honors.

made creation on

Iman
are

Shiner minnows are excellent,
but are easily killed from
and lack of OXYE eI, The
chub is rugged and will stay
for an hour even when hooked
through the lips, A small bobber
keeping the chub a foot or two of
the bottom vill restrict the
minnow from performing for the
lunkers without the
bottom. A shot
Lthe will add appeal
The heavy fly rod
bait rod has replaced the cane pole

abuse
creek

alive

not
hooking on
spinner and split
bait

or

once used with devastating atiect
half a century ago. Water a fool
to six feet in depth will harbor the
majority of the feeding bass, but

water fluctuation and temperature
variations will keep even the ex-
pert revamping his bass lore. (See
With «a
1581e, )

Fishing Thermometer 1in

this
Remember, the characteristic un-
dershot jaw and rushing attack of
the largemouth did not come by
accident—they were developed to
take prey—a four or five inch chub
(Continued b8)
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IEY . think of the possibilities of the Missouri River along the Wi F | 107580 it m be our number one §
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} ' . Vic : - western flank of lowa avvelneh
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time although

catfish do exist in our stale
Tomorrow may be the day you'll

pull that old northern out of the

mill pond and establish a new [owa
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who isolated il as a proltein believe
1L Tunctions as enzyme.

change from one that regulates
plant growth to one that does not:
and in turn the re-

versed.

i1l
One of Lhe pigment
zorbs red light, and the far-
red light. Far-red on the spectrum
is near the lhmit visible red A female
and 1 the range of infra-| batch of
red or heat energy. It is after its

form ab- order can be

||1]It'] :

fly «
eggs 1n
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birth

of Aan
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lay its
than a

first

light week
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is just what he's looking for.

Bass fishing is similar to ]mHt" i
playing. You don't go into the t”i Bis.
hands with a pair of deuces. =8 ," |
combination of good miuipmcﬂ”.-
the proper bait, and “kno
how' will result

a jack pot.

bass

in Bull Rass {0
e
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FISH'NG WITH A THERMOMETER they make their feeding migrations N\
into shallow water in the evening
y Jim Mayhew and Tom Moen |on the surface. As this occurs the | 55 the light fades and a period s
Fisheries Biologists surface water becomes heavier that often coincides with i1nsect {
)o you want to be an expert in than that below so the heaviest | hatches. Young fish are also found / )
H eves of your fellow '"fishin'” | water sinks forcing the warmer, | i, these shallow areas. / \
ldies ? . srhans . o lichter water to ¢ surface., This : ~ : o y f
J idies? Or perhaps be ”1““.-}11{ HENLCE WalCl th : Ars £ How about winter fishing? Yes "
# as the guy that has all the luck | creates 1 ”'”"T. ‘;‘ ”""”“I'l"T“”" fish do feed in the winter when /
f ishine 11 ¢ 3 IT14 1 or ‘cnts ani S Ccalled ne il uri i 4
N on I.l. hing in a4 small pon !. ' | rent l“_ 15 Call e 1 : water temperatures are about 38 .-f
il e. Then we have the secret that | over period. degrees. This feeding is limited to 'I
w1 turn .f”]._lll'['l‘ into success | ry N ow :'».":'H may ask how does this 1 Tf'l-'IT]".'I']_".' ]1|;.'.‘|..' ;-',;11'{'i|-';‘, and the F..I | | _‘:l
#iing with a thermometer. Make | effect the distribution of fish? Thi total food consumed is only a ' ' y
= “””1.‘ PRl H;?F Quile | answer is simple—very little dur-| ¢mall fraction of that eaten during | fl
#l e, but it can be a valuable tool | ing spring, fall and winter. How- | the warmer water periods {
§ leading you to where the most | ayer, the effects of stratification on : y
: be located e S ' LLet's take a closer look at the
j! can be locate fishes in the summer quite re- temperature profile of a typical h-? ’
cach year every deep artificial | markable i . : : ' v
- 1l 1d 'S ti MRS -h’"] et 4 Yant if £} artificial lake in July. As stated | ;
l C ”I “"-‘I]li I”..:': = Ue S T. 1rougn 1Neg ImMosi :[H]hl!’:.lTi item 10} 1t ?H'T.1I!'l ”'I*'T'*’ are ?'l-l].-‘.r. 'Eij-r.*'r"]‘ij |
B r different temperature and | fisherman to remember is that |, 1 . = ) L
= = ; lavers of water. The top layer, | M
B mistry phases. These phases| fish are cold blooded animals with i Mo i | 434
: which is called the eptlimnion by LE
& controlled by water tempera- | appetites that 11 largely de- | | . o il _ : : S
e ol biologist, changes temperature very =
B¢ changes. The most important | termined by water temperature ' : x (o 8
= : . . ) little as depth is increased ['his J
j ture of the temperature is that | (warm water species) As the |, - ' 4
) : 5 g i laver usually ranges from eigh
® Ler 1S heaviest at 384" F, This | water warms up their metabolism |, ° E s )
: : - * ) 14 feet deep. The second laver,
B vhy ice at 32" will float. Cor-|is stepped up and they require . ‘ : yoiis 5 o
E 5 ..! ! : . L 1lleqdd Lhe thermocline chnanges - o'
R pondingly, water at o0" 1s much | more food to satisfy this natural |, Yo A A Wy '
et : 3 oy _ : T emperature quickly the deeper you ‘(7 .
B .vier than water at 70 body function 'he end product ; i Fa T .
; th of the fis} ' 0. A thermocline is defined by a ;
iuring the winter rater im- | is growth of the fish :
..;1-!*1[1]..,- Lthe ultt.' r, Wall " _ I : '.~ ) 1€ _"“ 1.08 'i![lllrr in temperature with I - _r-f_:f'/ /
g S s }11 ]} cover 1| A few days of warm weather in h foot of depth. This layer is
E uni [ I ."‘l... ‘I"1 | :[“! s B | e ‘L.l' - “1Ne Lr ni:reg o B i} = RS iy : - d
' . e r the spring will increase the waler | seldom more than six to 10 feef A total of 1,813 fish have been
§ water becomes warmer, but|temperature several degrees, es- - g = »
: : ! B : [ ot <, eedad . &2= 1 thick 'he lower layer or hypo- captured in the gill net when the
8 lom will rise above 38.4 I'nis | necially alone the shore where : : ek el LR gt Sl SRR
peLIal Ly = o ' PSRN [tmnion 1S much like the top layer | ; 1ke was stratified Largemouth
8 alled the winter stagnation peri- | the water is shallow and absorbs : il A e g ' aRtp VT
. , it S S L e psEiES 1 in that the temperature changes | pacs was the onlv species never
# because of the limited activity | the heat more quickly. Both the | : A SR
_ i : - MiChd, AR A little from top to bottom. (See il- found below the thermocline. Also
B water currents. In spring as| fich and the fisherman feels this ' ' . a
: - S et = 2 = lustration for typical temperature | only five per cent of the bluegills
r Hl“lfﬂ_lﬁu‘ 1-'!--:11"" lH Tﬂ.‘i'?i?”il"i IT}"IIi‘ L\".”lrrl‘ll]l“ '[I".-I'“i ib]'l' rl"!]ll ]"--_-IJI | !Ib I. . ) . . =
| : = : e ke = profile of an artificial lake) €= | captured were found in oxygenless
|H”:‘,? t}lli” l}l\‘ 11"!"!}1:'1" "I.".'qlli:.“'!‘1 1L arpl }1[1!1--11\' ".“ll the I]._]|_|-r“]:”| ol s . — ; e
- S . Lok —fat A, e : a~i= | cause of this layering effect it is | javers of water. The two bottom
& ches 38.4° first. At one period | hunery for fish. This spell of warm : e f ' : : ,
& \ : el e i esial RS physically impossible for any of| feeding species, channel catfish and
i lake will be at this temperature | weather mav continue but auits : - ng sj S,
- weatl a} ) ue, L QUILE | the lavers to mix Hence the | pullheads were caught below the
B m the surface to the bottom. ften the water cools and the fish- - 1 ad: augnt I
8 nd action at t) r 13 e et el | thermocline and hypolimnion are | thermocline about 25 per cent of
Ll Fe B84 | ‘ 15 | e I ne . Ea . = T4 ¢ v " T
. I s ] l[‘Il s J 1'“ ; ing drops ofl Fhis happened in| staonated and become devoid of the time. Those that were captured
- ‘1 l'.;l j I'-”l!'i JeLe 1\.‘ ”H."': !I.'!' ATV ) o 5 1 ..‘|' 1 ':.I & N0 Fho . = | Lk L . LALLM L ol |
N . e | s many of the natural lakes of nortl life-giving oxygen. Without oxy-|in the oxvegenless water were
ETS. 'his 18 called the spring ern Towa this ast sprine Rull w3 = . n I XygZen
B nover : ' : WA LA eEEEE = | gen to breathe a fish would be un- | stuffed with bloodworms, indicat-
10 ol i =M1 e 1Ar g = o g ] 18 i 2 & "
i : . head fOshing was excellent 1or| gple to survive extended exposure |ing that feeding was occuring on
\8 the surface waters are fur- about a one-week period during the m = ) = *
B : j et bl 25V - i LG LA in the lower two layers. Thus, most | the bottom. Crappie were found
8 r warmed by spring sunshine | first part of May then their appe ' 4y ' : ' g g e '
8 water becomes stratified into R i - T of the fish life is crowded into the | below the thermocline more f{re-
FE & - t 1 . L T B XN * 1 ¥ : 1 [ I.;_h 1 Ly 1 J - i :
r G X . _\:T‘ = ief, Il‘ C YRR |1_ JlIl !I‘t‘i t] .:--.l.i_._L ‘lilii‘l!- “”“l'."‘.!‘i:r'i ':I‘ ‘!'.l']t.. I:_.Ll;.lu {l]lr'I}Ti‘ql T}-I.-.-[! Jif:'n.' I-'T,]Illl'l- !15]!
ce different layers. This period | success dropped about 75 per cent S , e | .*m ! 3 > B i
8 most important to the angler. S _ ‘ '. Probably most important to fish 1€ next question ;-L Vi al. Ti'l-“‘
: z : | Many species react the same » ig , wrmal barrier create s und tedly at w denptl] y
#ain in the fall as surface waters| — .- ] . | _'_ * LN life is the thermal barrier created | IS undoubtedly at "-.-1~'I iepin T*'
B cooled 384° is reached first wWay .1!1 Ul.“ Lﬂ '--I Lhe yearl _ A by the rapidly changing temper- | fish Lo Increase iifl':lill‘-'-:' SULLESS A1
warm period following the first | gtures in the thermocline. Fish | stratified lakes. First of all the
—_— - cold spell often warms the water 10 [ are cold-blooded animals and their | thermocline must be located. This

TEMPERATURE 8 OXYGEN |IN

the point that the fishes' interest

RED HAW LAKE JUL. 'sO in food is reawakened and one can
| NIE have some excellent fishing during
E MF OX YGEN ATRAian C s et

(% F) (© PM) the “Indian Summer"” period. I

In all the natural lakes excepl
West Okoboji the water tempera-
ture normally follows the air tem-
perature. The wind mixes the |
water from top to bottom and there
are no cold spots or cold water on
the bottom. West Okoboji Lake
does have the three layers that are
found in the artificial lakes

82,0 ——I10-4

82.0

81O 10.4

78.6

EPILIMNION

7T.4

=
4.2 and

67.2 32 5 many farm ponds. But most of the
= fish in West Okoboji will be found
64.0 < | in less than 30 feet of water dur- |
61.2 L0 = ing the summer months and in
T || most cases they will be found in
588 k-

the bays and along shore where
the water is less than 30 feet deep
and about the same temperature
from top to bottom.
Fish are found in the deep water
the day time and shallower
water in the evening and in some
cases after dark. Many fishermen
think the fish is looking for cooler
water by going deeper in the day-
time when actually the fish is only
' avolding the strong light. Thus,

57.5
26.8

56.49
in

HYPOL IMNION

heart beat and respiratory rate are
controlled by the surrounding tem-
perature. Any rapid of
water temperature creates great
discomfort within the body of a
fish, This keeps them pretty much
confined to one level of the water.

This brings us to the question,
exactly where are the most fish lo-
cated during the periods of stratifi-
cation? Different species of fish are
more tolerant to chemical and phys-
ical changes than others. For the
past two years detailed studies by
conservation biologists have been

change

can be easily done by using an in-
expensive and reliable maximume-
minimum thermometer. These can
be purchased through almost any
drug store. Lower the thermom-
eter on a marked line and deter-
mine the temperature at two foot
intervals. The first depth at which

the temperature drop exceeds
1.08° F. from the previous temper-
ature reading marks the upper
limits of the thermocline. This is

the area in which 65 per cent of the
fish captured in the experiment
were found. In fishing for bottom

directed toward the relationship of |
thermal and depth |
distribution of fishes. Using an 18
foot, depth-marked, experimental
zill net, samples of bluegill, large-
mouth bass, crappie, channel catl-
fish bullheads have been

stratification

and obh-

feeding species success can be in-
creased greatly by locating the in-
tersection of thermocline and bot-
tom.
There of

fish,

many other effects
stratification on the of
other than controlling

are
lives

lateral

served in relation to thermocline
location at Red Haw Lake in Lucas
County. These studies were com-
pleted during three seasons of the |
year, but because most fishing 1s |
done in the summer months, only
this season |s considered in thia‘
article, |

movements in the summer. To be
A Ssuccessful fisherman, must
understand that this phenomenon
occurs in about all artificial lakes
and ponds and can be used to an
advantage. The of success
is to get yourself a thermometer
and use it,

UIE

secret
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THE ICORALVILLE [FISH [thise maior riveks locuted {n ithe

unit 1s provided
AND GAME UNlT Wapsipinicon River by Matzell
Tom Berkley rfl*l_LI", to the Cedar River h:-.'
Unit Mannger LLewis and Palisades, and to the
The Coralville Fish and Game | lowa River by Randolph, Nichol-
Management Unit is one of the | sSon-Ford, and the Quarry accesses
Access to the Towa River will also .
primary stage of development, |be provided by the new Hawkeye | [ESEEEE. g_”!w""‘-
T* of the plans for the areas in ‘u‘l.'ﬂr[n.i Area in the future. These | &S . -

i [ . - 1 ¥ 1 vrisd 1T o PN
Ll L = LIV ol el AN . = ALl LEXS
-

T -
e

volved have now been submitted |already provide or will be developed e

‘A 100 , , to provide entrance roads, parking Gull Point State Park on West Okoboji Lake is getting a new campground Formarly
and approved :ttul 1961 should see |* ' Sk . 2 | campers in this park used the auto parking area. The new campground is being bull
much of the necessarv construction and picnic areas, boat launching | in a tract of burr oak timber located in the southern part of the park, The new aru

o ; facilities and places suitable for will accommodate about 150 camping units and is adjacent to a beautiful bathing beach
116 1 1 !l.'_,:,z" i i H =) cd Ak el LA B LK 1 irl

for efficient unit manage:

nleted overnight camping. Public hunting | management of other federal lands | hunting season when such activii B
" The following counties have been | *® i""-"”"“""i on these access areas | which include Lake Odessa, the|ties would be detrimental i
| oned to the Coralville Unit fol with some fair hun ting to be found | Princeton ATreas ind the Green | waterfowl use W,
management and farm-game | 00 the larger ones. Public use ap- | Island sottoms The Hawkeye This area has been selected & #
nabitat planning and planting pears to Increase each year as the | management area starts at the headquarters for the entire unl
Jones. Linn, Johnson, Towa, Benton, | Interest 1n outdoor recreation | highway bridge on 218, just south|and negotiations are under wa
Tama. Poweshiek. Marshall and | 8rows, and more persons become | of Cou Falls, and extends upstream | with the C orps of Engineers to a
Crundv. The state-owned areas lo- | @cquainted with these fish and | for a distance of four miles. Exist- quire an additional six acres 10
cated in these counties include|8ame areas | ing plans provide for the east half | the construction of the headquatlf
Muskrat Slough in Jones County The largest and perhaps most | of the area to be managed as a|ters buildings Included in thi'l B
Palisades f"»ll‘r':?.a-ll Bridge .1:-5:1 important part of the Coralville | waterfowl refuge with the west | plan is a residence for the uni

Lewis, access areas in Linn Coun-| Unit is the recently acquired|half of the area to be open fo manager, an office, storage anH
ty: Nicholson-Ford and Quarry Hawkeye Wildlife Area obtained | public hunting. The refuge will be | service building. Located on th
accesses in Marshall County: Ran- by license from the United States| closed to public use only during | north side of the management Sl
dolph access in Iowa f,'nnﬂh'; {"”']’ﬁ_”_r,If“k’““‘l'l':‘% The tract con- | the waterfowl hunting season and | tion. it is approximately one mil
Swan Lake, Babcock Lake areas: | ‘aills $,090 acres and is located in| will be open for boating and fish- | west of Cou Falls Storage an p
the upper reaches of the Coralville | ing during the balance of the vear

and the segment of the Coralville service of all unit equipment Wi
flood control ]Hlth] 11 Johnson

Reservoir, known tentatively as|® = : This will permit boaters to explore | be done here. The buildings Wi M
111“ El-'rl'-'1.i';"_+'r"' "l"»']!lil_j_I-!" L‘.I”','l i1 { l'll”.l}. Iill ]:[-H:n"\'t' I0r I]]+- man- [lh Aresa 1']1?[1;‘!‘ Til‘_: ...,!.[:!'1?_1 Ji!]'li | '!”. Hi“”! AT to T}-t'}.‘.‘“.' !1.“;’."! on H-l |

Johnson County, These state- | "l'l":ﬂ_“.“‘m,“r this s extends for a| summer months and fishermen can| other management units over 'S
owned or leased areas total ap- 1!“'!‘1*»‘1 of twenty-five years and fol- | utilize it throughout much of the| state. *
proximately 4,600 acres of land 1”“?.1}_“' H"'”“I‘_hl outline of the|season. All such activities will be The Coralville Pool, immediatel 5
well suited for wildlife production | ***75¢S involved in the state| prohibited during the waterfowl| downstream from the 218 bridg }
as well as use by the public for = __ | remains under the jurisdiction (¥
outdoor activities. the Corps of Engineers and offel i
Muskrat Slough, Swan Lake and wonderful opportunities for ou i
Babcock Lake are managed pri- 77 door activities, as does the Lak I
marily for waterfowl and upland 9 _ h Macbride State Park immediatel ¥
game and classified as public shoot- / by :,‘-)"i'xf <147 adjacent to the main pool. T
Ing areas. swan Lake and 3ab- | 2 3;‘ %@f'gi [ combined water area totals owvi
cock Liake areas are entirely open i lr‘ '4.,';‘ [PAS & r.ﬁm. 2,800 acres, creating the large
for public hunting, while a part of ' '1‘: % body of water in the state. Oppé

L ] |
eye Wildlife Area will also be A e ment of the outdoor activities !
managed as a waterfowl refuge | & ;\ (_‘59 NEXT TIME I WALK so dearly loves
and attempts will be made to at- | AL~ 4 :

the Muskrat Slough is designated L] o o i L A tunities for public use are beil

AS wilf![j!ha- refuge of great value in S Cecg § f * A improved by the construction !

maintaming watertowl populations 5 4 . L | &2 - o concessions which will provitg

1 the ara: § oot R L g Rl I L e | e ""u'- 2 s boats P i tlhar FanitlHtian I

in the area during the hunting sea- = ¥ 4 wats, bait and other facilities

sons. A segment of the new Hawk- - assist John Q. Public in the enjo "\,
. |

S A \ ‘Hf - —
tract and hold large numbers of ‘*”ﬁa’rfﬁm A * v Birds have the highest bo
i e e

waterfowl during fall |”H—I'T‘F11-!"IIH-| : temperatures of all creatures

Areas of this nature have proved («fE. e N 104 to 110 degrees Fahrenheit. |
‘ - e

to be beneficial to waterfowl at the g —

same time providing improved | Weasels are believed to ha

hunting conditions in the adjacent { only one litter a year. The youl}
publie nunting areas i *. are l}l”lll and I](‘-‘]]}]!‘-ﬁﬁ- for :lh{‘l t‘ .
i) Fe o e ele 4 1 ¥4 " t = i > i B X
FFishing' access 18 provided to the | | —— nine days after birth. * g iy
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hope to get on your tackle.

¢ quarters of & pound of smallmouth bass—the yankinest kind of fish vﬁru
An artificial lure brought this one in, but natural baits

-

Jim & Pl

cuﬁld

are highly effective at catching the eye—and the mouth—of this fighter.

'MALLMOUTH BASS
[ISHING IN IOWA'S
GREAT LAKES

Bill Basler

mservation Officer, Spirit Lake

erhaps one of the least sought

M r fish in the Towa Great Lakes

M i, 1S the smallmouth bass, What
® <es this even more surprising
B e fact that they are abundant
woth Spirit and West

are absolutely unsurpassed
action on the end of a
he smallmouth

'fﬂ{.li_ulji.

line.
fisherman is in-

| a separate breed. He would
er part with the family car
11 the location of his favorite

M : spots, or the lure that is work-
i the best. At the risk of losing
& W treasured friends, ol
a warning shot over the bow
W 1y boat, I'd like to set down a
% personal tips, and invite more |
i 'ws to join the club.

B ‘ork the rock reefs, and rock
les on West Okoboji; my fa-
irites are Pillsbury Point, Fort
odge Point and Gull Point. On
nrit, Big Stoney Point. All
ur are long rock reefs, and ex-
nd from shallows to 12 to 20

et of water. These points .'H't*i

| marked on local maps of the |

€d, and the shallow parts 1-.‘1:-4_\."
locate. As you proceed t::|

‘eper walter, use a sash weight

I‘.ru.*-‘.-

N

I a4 line, and sound for the
cks. Your boat anchor will
S0 work. Spend some time, |

el out the reefs, and get some
lerence points on shores,
W can return without
sound each time, This is im-
rtant only because it saves
ne, Bass are not afraid of an
ichor or of the noise it makes
‘uncing over the rocks. In my
perience, it attracts rather

S0 |
having

the "'crawdad"’
rock pile a few

feet under water, and

Jut it saves
'\.’n.'ii“l T}ll_'

than frightens them.
time to line-up a tree
door on a cottage, and in a dif-
ferent direction a windmill lines
up on a corner of a barn, drop

the anchor and go to fishing
This is especially important when
Yyoul find an i1solated rock ;!”-l“
and can't follow a reef to gel

there

2. Keep moving—Early in the sea-
son, or late in the season a fat-
head minnow hooked through the
nose and trolled right down
among the rocks, 1s very eflec-
tive. It also keeps you moving
till you find the fish. Once you
find them, anchor and cast, or
continue to troll the same area
However, through the hot part
of the summer, July-August and
part of September, try a small
cray fish, 2 to 3 inches long and
hooked through the extreme tip
of the tail. Here the spinning
rod is tops. Use only a split shot
for weight, anchor and cast. Let
the cray fish settle to bottom,
and retrieve very slowly. Snags
are frequent, but if they can’t be
loosened, the loss 1s small. One
hook and one splitshot. And as
an added dividend, vou will catch
other species as well.

Fresh water drum, locally
called sheepshead, are frequent
and full of fight., Also an occa-
sional walleye, perch, bluegill
and bullhead. 3ut don't stay
longer than 10 to 15 minutes un-
less you get action. Sometimes
a fifty foot move gets you in
pay dirt, or should it be pay wa-
ter, or you may move a dozen
times before you connect. It's
work, but go find them. And at
times they are in a spot as small
as your boat, so keep moving
and casting.

3. Try different bait and lures

\ L

Jim Sherman Pholo

through the tip of the tail, throw him overboard In a likely look-

hope that your rod will stand the strain.

Jim Sherman Pholo
Crayfish (crawdads) might not look so
hot to us, but to a smallmouth they are
a tasty morsel. Split shot should be about

six inches up the line from the bait for
best results.
Fathead minnows, cray fish and

the popular jigs are usually suf-

ficient. But at times it may be a
frog, or perhaps a leech or a
killer rig that will connect.

That's all there is to it
your eyes open for new rock piles,
ask the boat livery men and tackle
men, any Conservation Officer
for help if you have trouble, and
have fun—that's what fishin's for!

Ht‘t"ll

or

The carp, a native of Asia, was
introduced in the United States in
1872

Deer, elk and moose have no

gall bladders.

| ment

REALLY THINKING
AHEAD

This fishing thing has pinned a
lot of us. It does strange things to
a person

Thw

sleep as dawn approat

other unable to

morning,

hed, I arose,

dressed quickly and slipped from
the house without waking a soul.

1 the

surprised to

11]"].‘\'[“;._‘_' to the }L:li{u‘li_ﬂ 101
morning fog, 1 was
man already Oon a

camp stool on the river wall. From
a distance I could see he was cast-
ing and retrieving. Moving down

See a seated

to the wall beside him I was as-
tonished to see that he had not a
thing in his hands, although he

continued with the motions.

After a while he turned to me

and said, “I suppose you think I'm
wasting my time—but I can ex-
plain all this. Years ago we all
used heavy poles, an 18- or 20-
pound test line. Then came the
glass rods and nylon lines. Every-
one went for the lichter lines ilr

or 12 pounds. Well, then we go

t

into spinning and the next thing I

knew it was 8 6 and 4 pound
lines

“"Well sir, I can see where all

this is heading and I'm keeping

ahead of the game. And I'm j.{t"Ti-
ting results!" With that he reached
down and pulled up
fish.

a siringer of

By this time the sun had begun
to brighten the day, but there were

others near, so I scrambled back
o the car to

find someone to wit-
ness this.
When 1

returned he was

B Hr"i e

gone!

Herald

FARM POND—
(Continued from

both
vegetation

paAre ET)
on and

and

pendent
aquatic
shelter,

plankton
I.E:II‘ ]-lillilli

Farm pond weed control ques-
tions have multiplied as the pond
numbers have increased to more
than 21,000 ponds in Iowa. There

1S no single simple remedy since

| pond designs and depths vary and

control how much aquatic weeds
will interfere with special pond
use purposes, The fishery workers
and biologists who are qualified to

recommend remedies can do so
only on a limited basis. Public
water production problems keep

them hopping so they are not ordi-
narily available for more than
friendly consultation. Ill advised
“‘miracle chemical” controls of
weeds may jeopardize livestock
‘-.".'!itt'l".H_L:. life, hinlu;_‘_h:'[ bal-
ance or even human health, so liv-
ing with pond weed problems may
be better than fighting them and
losing the other pond values. Con-
sult with a Soil Conservation Serv-
expert, fsheries worker, or
biologist and learn to appreciate
the natural beauty of the life
and productivity of your pond.
Let what your farm pond is used
Lor

fish

sServe as

effort

a guide for manage-




o P

STy e ———
v T g e e B P T B W m

SER

VATIONI!

the cans.
low deliveries are made b

ing
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plas-

Hialmer Carlsen was presented

with a plagque by th

e Commission

“"As | remember It—It was much larger . . .

[OWA | N
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in honor of thirty years service 1 Forestry oc|
fisheries wWork
A\ report on progress in the ¥§
County Conservation low River Forest was givel
The following county park pi \ report on the forest nurse
ects were approved producti for this year was gi\
A managemst i witl Parks
'_I " 1l;"-,| nt | 11T (i \ 1
Board ftor Ll nortl f LLake A deed for 32 acr of lan
Cornelli II:I;.-I Pine [.ake WA s red
mended for acceptance by the ¢ N O
:"l].'!rl.:‘ll_.':".l'.l'.“l LTI 1:|‘ vy I.l Lo &eCunve 11"|":|"'! ol-l'-' :!
e - Linn County Board 101 the Mal . D
?\[:P KION z¢l bridee area e concession contract al I’
vy 1 DUt el :
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Aiviy YaTi1 = 1 11 1 L T al |
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1
Fishing | e n 29 Fish and Game i
LT fo) 100 per A n the | .
lar River in Benton Count 'he Commission accepted ij
} , ':.I ] ] VT :-l 1 J_|I_ -Illj !‘!:_ ]
) \nan | nty 1) . '
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' : i : 1k Creek for »o0 toll
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soecience and lf'lliiiul*l'{ have CcOom nomi with his containel 01 1151 : A report wds oliver n nsii ha
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s . { 3 i ir | L — 3 I il 71y Cr 1 !
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Using plastic bags to make deliv- | temperature as that of the pond Miles corner on highway 64 in 24 inches on northern pike 1N
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N0 GETS THE FISH? |

PART |l
Bob Cleary
the April CONSERVATIONIST 1l
# pointed out that angler I1n-
e iews on the Mississippl River
- B 'ated that one doesn't have
& sh all the time to be a success-
M ngler. The inference being that
R ¢r aptitude is just as import-
B is time allotted to angling.

the answers
i1shed by some 8,000 Mississippi
r anglers and fed them to one
“mechanical brains"

We asked the machine:

ol
LOOK

recently

=&

s TR e e

hese o)

uters.

uld I fish from a boat. }I'H‘_:_'r,
the bank: what kind of bait
ld T use: and what kind of rod |

id ]
11

have connected

order to

to my
be 1 SO '.'.‘\.‘*1“1
rman 7" The computer digested

lata cards we fed it

and came
‘ith the following answers:

e most successful angling,
fish caught per hour as a
for comparison, was the ice

rman; next the wader, usually
luegill popper fisherman; and
least effective was the
However,
iour basis, the barge fisherman

barge

rInan. on a weight-

nis walleyes and saugers |
ibly was in reality the most |
ss8ful angler,

Number Fish

lerp 'l'_\'iw Per Hour

Boat 90 |
Bank 1.10
Barge il |
Wader 1.27
Ilce . ; 1.3
2 further evidence that ”H'l
act il popper fisherman was an
ar ent angler, flies took more
: per effort than any of the |
RivE! used, The use of insect

¢ was the second most pro-
! " ive bait; the fisherman
r 1 15 them almost exclusively.
mS and crayfish proved better |
ral baits than minnows: while |
[rog-using bass

m- Id have been Ilhill}i

fisherman
something

Number Fish |

' of Bait Per Hour |

Minnows 98

Worms 1.11

—3 Prepared Bait 83

- Frogs ytie D2
y Crayfish . , ., o v AT
= Liarvae 1.40
Plugs 08

? Flies 1.82
"_ Spoons and Spinners. .86

<1 1Lth the exception of the ice rod
- h was the “weapon” of the
sucecessful angler and normal-

'l the opposite end of the

‘1 A Where

second most effective bait (Lar-
vae), all other line-holding equip
ment ranked about equal.

Number Fish

Type of Gear Per Hour

1. Casting rod 1.03

2. Spinning rod RO

3. Fly rod 1.04

i, Cane pole . 1.089

5. Ice rod 1.43

6. Trot lines 67

It is evident from these tables
that angling methods and/or bait
used are more 1mportant than
tackle to the successful angler.

One might deduce that old timers
with their are

knowledgeable about where
fish are and how they eat than the
of enthusiasts
with that type of
equipment. you 1t in
the

IOWA STATE LAKES

To Go and What To Do
Featwure

TOWA'S BAYOU COUNTRY

Stan Widney

cane poles maore

the
HI:'-.'I'.II-L*-'- spinning
new fangled
‘L"L'ht‘rl_‘ [ i:l

tables?

it's how a

along

funny man will
for half a century and not

.
g

se¢ what's right under his nose, so
to speak ['ll bet I've traveled
Highway 61 from Burlington to

Muscatine and Davenport 50 times
didn't realize 1 passing
within four miles of duck heaven
a lake that has everything-—and a
[ittle bit of the F'lorida Everglades
right here in lIowa.

Oh, T had seen the signs

and WAaS

“I.Mi]‘;"

Odessa"—but I didn't pay them
any mind because, at that time, ]
was not in the conservation busi-
ness although 1 loved to fish and
hunt and boat and would have
stopped every time I went by, had
I known. You can do all three at
Lake Odessa, and how! What's
more, you can camp at one of the

cleanest camp grounds in the state
There 1s a new ramp to gel youl
boat in; the slickest, most
floating docks you every saw Lhat'll
park 160 and a
where you can buy darn near any-

|];m|-.'r‘H

boals, concession

thing from milk to minnows at
reasonable rates

ol o

.fﬁr f

Was

[ knew the Mississippi River
when 1

over that way someplace
went through Wapello. It's one of
those things a man knows bul

ever thinks about as he drives

along

Of course it wasn't so much of a

vacation spot in the old days. In
vears when the river was average
or below, the farmers raised corn
in the bottoms that is now Lake

Odessa, A bunch of bridges, nar-
row and rickety, crossed the creeks
and sloughs to bring a road over
to the irrigation pump house on the
levee, and at one time they were
eoing to build a railroad through
the bank of old man river

along

spent a lot of time and money
grading and filling—but nary a rail
was ever laid. I don't know why

but I'm glad because it might have
spoiled what's there now

What's there is a lake that's
five or six miles long and covers
3.116 acres of timbered islands
open water and avenues a mile

long that wind through foliage that

meets overhead like the ¢ "-"'f';-'.]ilfh.'_"%
do in Florida

Lake
like it

Odessa

They say Spirit 1S bigger

when
in a

but it doesn’'t seem

around

vou travel

canoe—even a canoe with a kicker

(I never could paddle a canoe be-
cause I can't kneel down right and
| I always did say, either a man
| kneels to paddle a canoe of mine or
[ get out). Of course Spirit Lake
1S open and can be seen nearly all
at once and when I travel on 1t 1
don't canoe, Those inboards up
there sure get out and go, don't

As far as that's concerned
Lake Odessa has some pretty fast

Lthey ?

boats, too ut I'd a lot rather
canoe because you see so blamed
much.

Like those big snapping turtles
on fallen tree trunks stretching

out their necks a good eight inches
what makes that put-put
sound; a great blue heron peering
down at us from a perch high in a
dead elm, then taking off to a spot
farther along our route to have an-
other

1|I b |, e

look: splashes of

egretls

white against the blue sky flapping
slowly along like an old prop job
Z'_J
:
.f;
o
1] . ,_;i-ﬂ
il igﬁt =
= fo, e -
=gt . X ;
B b b - Y
e 1
v
L“ f
mx II Ilh
| i

Horace still doesn’'t quite have the knack of it—

compared with a jet; wood duck
mothers playing choo-choo-train
with their Young so close to =Nore

vou have to look for

binoculars muskrats “v''ing the

channel with small wakes, and all
the other bird life and varmits 1
couldn't name

There's fish there any fish

that s
puts on extra pounds
was riding in Bill
(Bill is the Unit Manager at Odes-

wims in the Mississippl River
in the lake! 1
Aspelmeier’'s

sa) runabout one morning when
we hit what T thought at first was
a stump, only it sort of gave when
we hit it so I knew it wasn't an-
chored wood—in fact, it actually
felt mealy, like the time I hit a
mule on the highway. (It didn’f
hurt the mule any that I could
see but it cost me $85 for a new
fender for that '26 coupe Any-
way, I asked Bill what we hit and
he says, “Fish, a big cat, flathead
or gar.

There's bass, pike and all Kinds

of nice pan fish in there too and of
course carp which is not bad com-
ing from that water I saw a

couple of big bull frogs too
old bridge pilings and when 1

picked them up in the

L a2 o
S1CLng
(n

binoculars

their eyes looked as big as rear
vision mirrors on a car fender.
One of them jumped off with a
splash that sounded like my boy
Buford when he forgets to straight-
en out his legs. The other bull

stayed right there till we were al-
most up to him, then |
didn’t hop six feet to ano

darned if he

her piling

L
}
|

How Odessa was formed, how
the water is lowered in the lake
(as it was early this summer) and
other areas of the unit you can
find in the December, 1959, issue

0f the CONSERVATIONIST
what all Bill does there
ing the best host possible
visitors from both in and
the I'm trving to get vou to
visit Odessa and all I've got to say
' anyone who won't just
doesn't like the out-of-doors; camp-
ing, boating, wildlife
even hiking, Lake
Odessa.,

along with
besides be-
to all
out of

:ﬂ'f.'l:rl:‘,

15, .;-%T”'
scenery,
[t's all there, at

CONSERVATION AT THE
STATE FAIR

Smoky Bear and Little Smokey

will be making an appearance
again this year. You'll probably

find them outside the forestry ex-
hibit which completely
revised: lIowa wood !1}'.1(1!1;"{;-: will
featured including such
as bowling pins, whiskey barrels,
furniture and gun stocks that all
g0 to make up $25,000,000 annual
income from in lowa.
For the people who like to
things outdoors, a hobbyists' booth
with equipment and demonstrations
will be a main E'ly-
tyving, bird and flower indentifica-
tion, rock collecting, rod building
and gun work will be done and ex-
plained for the fair goers
poison 1vy is numbered

has been

be items

vood

li_il.:l

attraction

A glass

1"][1'|uh’t't|

| among the plants to be shown
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Cruising Down The River

ol
Jim Sherman P I
The Mighty Missourl carried a flotilla of 28 boats over 97 miles of clear, then expanse of water. Noon brought the sun and clear skies making the weather e,
muddy water, on an inspection trip June 16th. The day dawned cold and cloudy for river travel and members of the State Conservation Commission, legisiatos
making many of the voyageurs apprehensive about comfort while on the broad news men, and their hosts completed the afternoon inspection in gqood cheer.
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Jim Sherman Phol ¥ire Sherman B

Ham sandwiches were served for noon lunch at the Decatur Marina, one of the few Pointing out an island whose title is under question because of channel changes, t
places where boats can pull off the river between Sioux City and Council Bluffs. This Conservation Officer gquiding the group explains their location and the problems
boat launching site was built by the Decatur Boat Club just north of Decatur Bridge. potential of the arca. Rock channel-baffles are visible in the background.
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A flock of graceful pelicans rise from the lonel waters of the river. 'h‘cry few boaters and fishermen The high bank of the De Sote Bend Canal was formed when !

Tir Sherman Photo

Missouri was rechanneled to make a 72 mile long lake out %1

were encountered in nearly 100 miles of travel making one feel that this area is indeed untapped.
the former meander of the river,
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