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ot 8 e eg99s dida't make It. Because mother

: pheasant unknowingly nested in an al-
%1 field, four cocks were lost to hunters
a four hens laid no eggs. Delaying mow-
M in both ficld and roadside makes sense
-~ #& makes pheasants. Nesting success
nd (09 25 the difference between a good sea-
i son and a poor oneg.

ZS IDADSIDE HOMESITES

A Richard Nomsen

<1

Ny Pheasant Biologist

4 ' 'he annual production of a
N aue species is of primary impor-

|
e

ce and when the subject of
(8 ne is mentioned in Iowa, most
!aters think of the ringneck

asant. Pheasants favor fertile
#@™ mland and Iowa’s rich upland
| ﬁ holds the key to the ringneck’s

cess in the Hawkeye state.
#*asants thrive in lowa because
P iculture thrives.
\‘-..k\f_ lowever, the economics of farm-
e change and so do agricultural
o ctices. Some of these changes

1 ’\'IH ‘ct pheasant reproduction. High
@M ed mechanized equipment has
"_-;_4 laced the slower horse drawn
* ulf “hines of 20 years ago. Pheas-
8 hen mortality in hayfields has
{"e¢ than tripled since the early

RE NORTHERNS

and fewer nests hatch out
because hay harvest takes much
less time. Hatching
pheasant nests in oats is high and
most of our chicks are produced
in this type of cover, but the more
profitable row crops have replaced
about a third (over 2 million
acres) of Iowa’'s small grain crop
in the last ten years. On the other

forties

success of

hand, the conservation reserve
program has added over 650,000
much needed acres to our dwin-

dling supply of safe nesting cover.

Adequate production each year
s a must to maintain our pheasant
population. The average life of a
pheasant is short, which means
the annual population turnover is
high. For example, only about 20
out of every 100 pheasants will
live from one year to the next.
Nearly two-thirds of all cock
pheasants will be harvested by
hunters. Both hens and cocks are
further reduced by normal winter
mortality, predators, and by auto-
mobiles on highways. Add to this,
mowing during the spring nesting
season which destroys a consider-
able number of incubating hens.

There is little that can be done
for the nests in hayfields. Flushing
bars and slower mowing speeds
will reduce the hen mortality but
will not save the nest. Then, if
adequate cover were available,
many of these hens could re-nest
elsewhere and bring off successful
broods. Plans for the flushing bar

can be obtained from the State
Conservation Commission in Des
Moines.

The density of nests, that is, the
number of nests per acre, is usual-
ly high in strip cover such as fence
rows and roadsides. However, most
fence row nests are destroyed by
predators because the cover strip
is too narrow due to the clean
farming methods of today.
leaves the roadsides to consider.

Iowa's systemm of secondary
roads is extensive—especially in
the more intensified farming areas
where safe nesting cover is at a
premium. KEach mile is bordered
' by about four acres of nesting
cover—nearly 300 acres per town-

(Continued on page 48)
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FOR IOWA WATERS

Malcolm K. Johnson

You could ask a bass fisherman
who's just put a plug in a likely
spot, a cat fisherman with fingers
reeking of well cultured bait, or
even a trout fisherman dancing a
dry fly over a riffie and I don't
know a soul who'd deny it. How
would you like to have your back-
bone jarred by an old granddaddy
northern?

For out and out cussedness and
an appetite that will put a billy
goat to shame this predator occu-
pies a justifiably high position in
the angler's fancy. Because of his
popularity and usefulness many
efforts have been made in the past
to supply more of them from
hatcheries to their normal habitat
in the natural lakes and upper
reaches of the larger inland
streams. As most anglers know,
the state has for many years oper-
ated hatcheries to increase produc-
tion of the more desirable species
of game fish, but the cantankerous
northern has until recently frus-
trated fish culturists.

Strangely enough, it was experi-
ments for propagating minnows
that paved the way for a break-
through with the northerns. Four

Wbt |
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Ripening a northern pike that is reluctant to spawn.
Conservation Commission
| hatchery help the wayward female pike to mature their eggs.

from the glands of carp,

years fisheries biologist Tom
Moen and John Spinner, fish cul-
turist began work to
pep up pike production. The main
difficulty in the hatcheries arose
when female pike brought in for
stripping refused to ripen. They
would lie in the holding tanks for
weeks sometimes before they were
ready to strip. Many had to be
returned to the lake still “green”
with literally millions of unborn
fish with them. If those eggs were
obtained, hours of nighttime net-
ting would be saved and more
northerns would be available fo
lowa fishermen.

The

ago

at I\.:m_-::.r*.g_{_

system of making them
spawn goes something like this.
When the netted fish are brought
in to the hatchery, males and fe-
males are separated, then the ripe
and green females are put in dif-
ferent tanks. The ripe females are
stripped and returned to lakes or
streams and those with immature
eggs are subjected to a series of
injections of pituitary extract from
10- to 15-pound carp. At intervals
of 12, 24 and 48 hours the females
under treatment are examined and

(Continued on page 4&

45)
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By injecting pituitary extract
personnel at the Spirit Lake
This one produced

about 80,000 eggs—what would this process do to the poultry industry?
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GO WET FOR BLUEGILLS
Bill Cochran
If there’s a man alive that doesn

A |
L
4
L

like to catch bluegills, 1 haven
met him. The fact is, l've seen
some pretty sophisticated 1trout

and bass fishermen slip off for a
day of bluegill fishing. And for
good reason. Bluegills have what
it takes to satisfy any fisherman
man or boy, expert or beginner.

As for me, T love to catch blue-
eills. I especially love to catch
them when they surface feed-
ing. It thrills me to watch my fly
slowly work the water's
surface, to hear the plunk of a
bluegill when he hits 1t, and to
see the whirlpool swirl as he sucks
it in. For this reason, I always
start bluegill fishing with dry flies,
or poppers, or floating rubber spi-
ders. But, unfortunately, I don't
always find bluegills surface feed-
ing. When this happens, I'm cer-
tainly not above trying a
surface fly or lure. In fact, T find
that it often takes more skill to
catch bluegills below the surface
than above.

It 1s well known that bluegills
find the majority of their food un-
derwater. Surface food is some-
thing like a desert to them, or at
least it comes in occasional flurries
during the day. As a rule, you’ll

are

ACIroOss

below

find all bluegills feeding on the
surface or all feeding below the
surface at the same time. There

are few individualists among them
If I find they aren't surface feed-
ing, it doesn't take me all day to
tie on a below-surface lure or fly,

I favor wet flies for underwater
work, but there are several other
below-surface offerings worth car-

rying. I will list a few of them
later, but first let's take a look at
wel flies for bluegills. I prefer

mine Lo be dressed in a rather drab
color. Bluegills seem to be at-
tracted to drab colored flies quick-
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Bluegills such as these from Red Haw State Park are as good as can be found any-

where.
the master angler.

Going after them with flies or nymphs on
No need for fancy tackle ecither, they're just as happy to tug at

light tackle gives action to please

bait on a cane pole.

good bluegill patterns. I prefer
most of mine to be tied on hooks
of size 10, 12 and 14.

The method used to fish these

underwater patterns is much more
important than the offering itself
Finding where bluegills are feeding
is the first step. This includes both
location and depth.

When fishing strange waters, 1
usually start by working my wet
fly around beds and pond
lilies or it are docks, over-
hanging logs, stumps, old
boats, or anything that offers shel-
tered water, 1 am sure to give
them a try. If these don't produce,
I search the deeper water. 1 start
by working my fly just under the
surface. If I don't get a strike
there, I keep letting it sink deeper,
with each cast, until 1 catch
eral bluegills at a certain location.
I have then found the best fishing
| depth-—for the time being anyhow.

weed
there

Lrees,

SeV-

One of the hottest Labor Days

I can remember found me bluegill
fishing not far from my home. AS
usual, I started out by trying dry
flies, but this time they didn't
bring a stir. I then tied on a Brown
Hackle wetl fly and started fishing
below the surface. I kept letting it
sink deeper with each cast and 1
 had almost reached the river bot-

tom before I got my first strike,

The only way I could catch blue-
gills for the next three hours was
to make a fairly long cast, then
wall until my fly sank to the rive:
bottom before HI:H'“II;; my retrieve.
I would retrieve 1t in a pain-
fully slow manner, but almost ev-
ery retrieve brought a strike. 1

then

jerk of my line. When I
[ had to strike fast to

This little incident brings up the
subject of retrieves. Bluegills will
usually react best to a slow retrieve.
They aren’'t built for speed like a
trout, and they don't fancy running
their fins ragged after a fly
Jecause bluegills live in still wate:
and [H!Ihl:= the action
yvour fly must depend on the move-
ments you give with your rod and
line. A bluegill retrieve 1S
merely a series of gentle jerks ad-
ministered by the tip of your fly
rod. If bluegills are feeding near
the surface, a large area of water
can quickly be covered while using
this method, but if they are feed-
ing near the bottom yvou must wait
for your fly to sink before begin-
ning to retrieve it. A little leader
sink preparation or a small split
shot will help make a wet fly sink
faster. While fishing deep, con-
siderable attention must be given

saw this

connect

fast

P wls of

good

to the line in order to denote a
strike. A wet fly fishing strike

won't always be felt as a bait fish-
ing strike 1s. It must be seen. A
bluegill will quickly discard a fly
when he mouths it and discovers
it not to be real. To connect, you
must school your reflexes to strike
back at the slightest twitch or
tightening of your line. This is an
important key to successful blue-
#ill fishing

A wet fly will often be struck as
it sinks to the bottom, so careful
attention must be given from the
time it hits the water

The deep retrieve
from the shallow one.

differs little
When your

' were out of the picture and my We

face. Sometimes a slow, steady re
trieve will bring more strikes than
a jerky one. A variety of retrieves
may be used depending on the oe
casion, 1 often retrieve my fly 4
few feet toward the surface then
let it drop back to the bottom
again. This seems to be a good
trick to take bluegills.

Earlier, 1
bluegill flies are
size 10, 12 and 14, These serve me
well most the time, but occas
sionally I must go digging in mj
tackle for a much smaller fly. One
evening, just a few hours before
dark., I was fishing a small farm

said that my average
tied hooks of

on

I'II

pond, I tried my favorite dry and
wet flies without luck. In fact, |
had tried almost everything |
owned with only a few feebk
strikes as a result. Bluegills are
that way sometimes. They arent A
£

pushovers IH A ]'”ng way.
luck sent me digg

fishing-vest pocke

My pool
ng into my rea
. I came across ¥
a box of small flies—sizes 16 to 20°}

that had saved me from fishless !
trips many times before. I quickly¥
tied on a size 16 Adams.
was a dry fly, but I fished it wel'®
just under the surface, and caught

—

and released over 75 bluegills durs 8
ing next two hours. By
time it was dark my little Adams#
was almost worn to the hook L

Now let's take a look at some !
underwalter offerings other thal ¥
Lhe conventional wet flies. In th y
first place, several nymphs shoult &
he included in every bluegill Ki
Don’t shake your head sadly whei
nymphs are mentioned, because _I'
they are no harder to use while®
bluegill fishing than wet flies. Ew¥
ery method 1 have mentioned for ¥
wet fly fishing can be applied 0¥
nymphs. Quite often their looks®
and creeping-like action will ats®
tract bluegills better than wet flies n

the

the ¥

1|

A few streamers should also b K
carried. They can be fished mucl
like ordinary wet flies or nymphs
however, a quick dart, then paust

¥

method of retrieve seems to W I
most attractive to bluegills. I'-,‘_
pays not to make the action 1O '

fast. because bluegills don't like i
tough chase. A fly and spinner Ui
small spinner can also be ust
much the same way as streamers

Sometimes a few little odd-and
end lures that most fishermen cal
rv come in handy for bluegil
One morning 1 was fishing a fard
pond during a hard ramnstorm.
iwia.l myself that I was crazy evel
to be out, but bluegills will ofté
make me do odd things. Dry flié

flies weren’t accomplishing mutt
For some reason I tied on a blad
rubber water spider equipped wit
white rubber band legs. It was
surface lure, but I wallowed it}

=
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True, it ¥

THE WORK
RUNNING ¥

¢ S, Gwynl

the mud until it sank when it il _ E

the water. By retrieving it undé}
water in a way that allowed th
legs to work back and forth 10

er than they are to bright fancy| had to watch my line with the ut-| fly reaches the desired depth, you swimming-ike; anoiion; 1Limlgil i LS
ones. The Brown Hackle, Blue Dun | most care, because, at that depth, | can begin a retrieve of jerks and | sixXteen nice hhlt_-ﬁ‘u‘" I-W'“‘“h‘"%" a 13 BB "'*-‘..,,‘
' ¥ 5 2 ? x . o ¥ 5 -

Black W oollv Worm, March Brown | a bluegill’s strike was often only | pauses, keeping it at an even depth| cold. Like [ said, I 1?’“ 11” ; ’ Efﬁin;h - *ﬂ
r J X : 5 y o . 3 i - 2y . - i ) ol 118 ’ » 3 ers |

and Gold Riblbed Hare's Ear makel a light tightening or a suspicious! or bringing it slowly to the sur-|bluegills.—Pennsylvama Ang ie, h,,if"ﬁ:.n. e G
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THE WORKS OF
RUNNING WATER

C. S. Gwynne

Not heard in the present day
e and cry to save our water 1s
e of the most important quali-
s of this commonest of minerals.
its delightful
ien we're dry, its varied uses in
mnufacturing and accomplishing
usehold chores, water’'s motivat-
y force in shaping our land
lds unending pleasure to the
8.  Mountains, hills, plateaus,
lleys and gorges have been
htly caressed or deeply cut by
ter in motion—nature's model-
r tool.

sides wetness

Chere is hardly one of Iowa's
ite parks that does not owe at
st part of its landscape to the
rk of running water. To be
e, other gradational agents
ve played a part in the making
our parks. Weathering, for ex-
iple, that subtle process, the
ig-continued action of which re-
in the formation of subsoil,
3 been active and is still at
rk. Glaciers have played a part;
st of our subsoil was brought
re by glacial ice. The wind, too,
s entered the picture. But the
St important, all prevailing
ent of erosion is running water,
| it is responsible for much of
» landscape in our parks.

'he average rainfall in Iowa is
mt 35 inches a vear. That
ite a lot of water, almost three
't, if you stop to think about it.

me of this water is evaporated,
]

s

1S

i some of it sinks into the
und, but much of it runs off
'r the land surface. The big
1Isequence of its runoff is
ision and the development of
leys. So, everywhere, the val-

s big and little owe their ex-
‘nce to this agent.
hink it over a little,

and you

¥ | realize that many of the parks
8 really centered about valleys.
® ke Wildcat Den State Park in
0% scatine

County, for example.

R

ping bolders into
. Most wvalley carving,

Here, Pine Creek has cut down
through the glacial deposit at the
surface and deep into the under-

lying sandstone. The same at
Maquoketa Caves; only here the
underlying rock is limestone. The
Palisades-Kepler State Park in

southeastern Linn County is along
a much larger valley, that of the

Cedar River. Many other ex-
amples could be cited

That the continued flow of run-
ning water along a given course
will result in the formation of a
valley is no secret, One has only
to watch the water as it flows
along. If it has any appreciable
velocity, the movement of sand
grains will be noticeable. If the
stream is in flood, then the work
that it 1s doing in carryving sedi-
ment downstream is indeed ap-
parent. The water will be brown

in color from the presence of the
suspended particles clay and
silt. Along the bottom, and per-
haps out of sight, sand and pebbles
will be shifted along. If the stream
has a very high velocity, even large
boulders can Most
this when

stream

of

of
the

be moved.

erosion is done
is in flood

Of course, there is a tendency
for the movement the material
to be stopped as the current is
slowed down. As a flood subsides,
much material is dropped, only to
be moved along by the next flood
The creek at Ledges State Park
has built a long bar out into the
Des Moines River where the two
streams come together., This is
made up of the madterial
moved by the creek, The stream
was able to transport this debris
through the park in high water,
but when the river was reached,
the current was slowed down and
the heavier material dropped. High

Ol

coarser

water in the Des Moines River,
with its increased velocity, will
shift this heavier material down-
stream.

Some of the larger park streams
have many tributaries. That
means ravines and gullies, fanning

inconvenient areas such as this ford at Ledges State Park
channel cutting, and
ms of water travel through a restricted area

flow from a fire hose. Compound this force Into many an

stream scouring
in a short time.

out like the limbs of a tree, from
the main valley. There, the land-
scape as a whole is very hilly,

perhaps a succession of ridges and
small wvalleys. Such an area 1is
likely to be forest-covered and at-

tractive as a recreational area.
Take a look at Pike's Peak in
Clayton County, and Bellevue in

Jackson. They are along the side
of the valley of one of America’s
largest rivers, the Mississippi.
And this valley is a page from the
same book, just a longer chapter.
[t is the result of the work of run-
ning water. Of course, in the case
of the Mississippi River Valley, a
vast amount of time involved
Possibly the last prehistoric sea
to have covered this northeastern
[owa area one which existed
some 60,000,000 years ago, accord-
ing present reckoning. More
likely, the last one for this area
withdrew even farther back than
that, perhaps 250,000,000 vears ago.
In any case, it is apparent that for
many millions of vears the rains

18

1S

to

have been falling upon the area
of the upper Mississippi Valley
and the runoff has been at work

developing a drainage system. No
wonder this master stream of mid-

America has developed such a
great, wide valley. Of course, the
glaciers of the last three or four

hundred thousand vears have made
many changes in the valley

The work of running water is
greatly aided by weathering. This

always active process produces a
subsoil from the solid rocks of the
Crust.
rather easily wash away the frag-
mental material of the subsoil, and

earth's

In so doing, produce a channel.
Little streams unite and form
larger ones. The smaller valleys

in which they flow unite and form
larger ones, and all keep growing.
Erosion in the subsoil is simply a
matter of hydraulic action by the
stream. It is much like the effect
secured by turning on the hose.
All has to 1s turn on the
water and wash the stuff away.

one do
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is one of the obvious signs of waters at
Is done during the annual
The force of such a stream in flood may be likened to the
d the problems of major rivers become evident.

spring floods when millions of

Running water can |

Such erosion may finally reach
bedrock, and then it, too, is grad-
ually cut into. In the bedrock,
however, the stream's action be-
comes one of abrasion, aided by
weathering and gravity, Abrasion
is the cutting accomplished by the
stream-borne sand pebbles
grinding against bedrock and other
rock fragments Weathering
loosens material from the bedrock
walls, then gravity brings it within
reach of the stream. Undermining

£|51'i

the rock wall by stream erosion
may help. At the Ledges a few

vears ago, a large section of sand-
stone just above the upper bridge
broke away and fell into the
stream channel. That section had
been undermined by the stream
[ many vears until at last the
sandstone wall, no longer sup-
ported, broke away. The creek in
the years to come will chew away
at that large block of standstone
until finally it will have disap-
peared.

10

As almost everyone knows, most
of the subsoil of our state is glacial
drift, composed of material car-
ried and bulldozed down here from
the north by glacial ice. Most of
It was formed in the north country
by weathering. Some of it had
been worn off the bedrock by
streams, and some, of course, was
the result of grinding wear on the

rock surface over which the ice
moved. In any case, this glacial

drift forms the bulk of our sub-
in which most of our streams
nibble and wash their way to the
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers,

Most of the northern part of the
state, above Des Moines, is much

soil

as 1t was when the last glacier
melted away. Running water has

not had time to affect it much. so

throughout this drift plain as a
whole, deep wvalleys cut into the
| bedrock are absent, except near

| Des

the larger streams. All along the
Moines River north of Des
Moines, the country for a few
miles on either side is cut up by
tributary valleys developed
glaciation. Farther out, the coun-
try becomes one of low mounds
and intervening sags, almost level
The parks
of Towa's lake country in this area
show little or no result of the work
of running water, The last
disappeared only some 9000 years
ago and there has not been time
enough for running water to ac-
complish much.

since

terrain over wide areas

iCe

In southern Iowa, park after
park has as its center of interest
n fine lake; Allerton, Viking and
Red Haw name a few. These
lakes are all in valleys made by
running water over the ages. The
lake basins in each case have been
made to store water by building
a dam. Tributaries entering the
main valley show up as bays or
inlets in the shoreline

Lo

lowa
some

Ther: indeed, few
parks that not show
extent the result of running water.
Many are excellent places in which
to study this world changing factor

are,

do {O
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It doesn’t take long to plant multifiora
type of a rig.

THROWING A GOOD
BUCK TO THE WIND

Malcolm K. Johnson
Shelterbelt, like most conserva-
tion terms, is old stuff to most

Iowans. With the passage of years,

new ideas and angles come 10O
light. They rejuvenate old pro-
grams, broaden their scope and
provide further benefits 1o man

and his fellow travelers.

Flying over this region of Amer-
ica it is obvious that nearly every
rural home has a wood lot or at
least several rows of trees planted
in such a fashion as to break the

cold northwest winds of winter
The new program of shelterbelt

planning is merely an extension of
the age old idea of obtaining the
natural protection afforded by well
positioned trees and shrubs. But
cold weather and high fuel bills
may well be the least of our trou-
bles with wind, The hot dry air
of summer moving over the land
first evaporates moisture from
plants and soil, then removes the
goil itself. This lessens fertility on
one area and when the billowing
dust is deposited, the growth of
the affected crops is disturbed.
Dust-laden plants and animals
don’'t flourish as they might with-
out aeolian refuse. Man, the toler-
ant creature, accepts the difficul-
ties spent on him by nature for
just so long, then strikes out to
better the situation using what-
ever tools are at hand. The
ences, and especially the science
of conservation, are coming of age
in these dealings between man and
his environment. Detracting from
natural damage with nature’s own
instruments is, as a rule, the most
effective procedure and if done
properly doesn't disturb the nor-
mal cvcle of events. This then is
the problem: to better our Ccir-
cumstances without creating havoc
in the process.

sCi-
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rose and other shelterbelt types with this
On the Vyron Truog farm southwest
mission and Soil Conservation Service helped put in

in lowa as a demonstration arca for

of Mallard the Conservation Com-
the first complete farm shelterbelt
wind erosion control.

The owner of a northwest Iowa
farm near Mallard has been
plagued for the past several years
with wind blown soil. Three years
ago he stripped the north edge of
his farm with conifers and also
two types of grass, birdsfoot tree-
foil and orchard grass, both of
which are excellent wildlife cover.
Last April he pulled out all of the
stops and following the advice of
the State Conservation Depart-
ment and Soil Conservation Serv-
ice, planted the first complete farm
field shelterbelt in Iowa. The area
covered by trees and shrubs is of
course lost to production, but the
net results shown by similar pro-
in South Dakota will in-
crease the productivity of his re-
maining land by eight to ten bush-
small per acre. That
increment is just the dollar value

who can tally the worth
added beauty and the much
proved wildlife habitat?

ETAms

els of gramn

of

im-

Jordering the entire farm 15 a
double row of low growing honey-

GOOSE LAKE RESTORED
Malcolm K.

The transgression of Goose La ke

Johnson

through its turbulent history
stands out as a mark against the
ereed of man. The lake was a

natural feeding ground and sanc-
tuary for all kinds
waterfowl and shore
the home of thousands of fur-bear-
ing water animals A nesting
ground during the summer and a
rest stop for tired and hungry mi-
grants in spring and fall, where
they stayed to feed from a few
days to several weeks according to
the dictates of the weather. Known
for its plentiful water supply and
capabilities as a marsh, a couple
of dry years before the turn of
the century made it fair game for
the land-hungry

In 1894 farm
raised in its bed and though water
returned, two years later an appli-
cation made to have the lake
certified a Not long
after. the interested company be-
gan work but was forestalled by

migratory

Too,

of
birds

sOme Crops were

Wwias

as SW

suckle and multiflora rose with a
row of hybrid poplar inside the

| shrubs on the west and south. An-

other row of poplars in an east-
west line through the center
the farm parallels the farm’s gen-
eral orientation.

In the northwestern states, sin-
ole row plantings of trees and
shrubs are becoming increasingly
popular for wind erosion control.
With the rows placed 300 to 500
feet apart, they have almost com-
pletely eliminated blowing dust
spread the snow evenly about the
farm, and cut down the effect of
hot dry winds prevailing during
harvest time as well as providing
cover for rodent and insect eating
birds and game.

of

What better balanced program |

can you imagine? Good for the

pocket book, easy on the eyes and
an outdoorsman’s delight when the
game.

time comes to harvest the

W o e R SN e

[
THE STATE P
OF IOV

the state's injunction. Later the
State Supreme Court and the
[Inited States Supreme Court up:
held the injunction. Still not satiss & where

fied. the group maintained the [OOENTE
pressure and lobbied hard. €

SPRINGBE

worked! The reasons for the drain:
age were listed as the area being

an evesore and nuisance and bé& .
cause of blackbird damage : : |

In 1919 the 38th General Assens ;.[ - g
bly passed the law which Pers Bk ent
mitted drainage of the lake abg: nark are ex
state expense, the cost to be T& . has no better
paid from proceeds if the operas fiities anvwher:
tion was successful. Some 15,0008 heauty 3

people futilely petitioned againihoirs drive of Des
the act. Work began in 1920, DUl .y other commul
by the next year assessments WeISS The lake's clear
already in question. More surveytBodered by fores!
were made, money paid out, and gt sand

still the net result was failur& s and the bath
After investing about $200 P&y facility. Parkir
acre (more than the land wakg Noas
even with improvementsig
the tile svstem was not operating: ger
another engineering survey indies
cated that at least 350 per acns

more would have to be spent K

the land farmable. In albh
was washed down the tilele:

worth

make

€01 605

drain 4
Because of the project’s unsi lich pood 1
vory history and continual embar 8 with 175 ¢
rassment. the Executive Cound reiaces
denied a Board of Conservatite _l-'

request to restore Goose Lake Ui
its original condition in 1925; &:'
to make the best of things a 10 ’

est nursery was started there U4 prom;i
1930. Improper design and specifie® = U Spring
cations that called for the instaly "™ Arst sypoe.
lation of cement tile in that highly & State Pary
alkaline soil caused successiW ! =

failures in the tile system, the ol i
lake bed was getting progressivel
wetter. More surveys followed am
finally in 1947 the Conservatitl
Commission was given permissidl
to make the lake a lake once maott

Sl s
s

This spring the 450-acre laki
again abounds with wildlife. &
trip to Goose Lake is like openi 5,
the door to some vast primeve
aviary. The air is filled with th g

| voices of waterfowl and shet®p, Y Pliced
birds: pied-billed grebes, velloW g " the e
legs, yellow-headed blackbird N tpane

large flocks of blue-winged ted
that probably are nesting, mé
lards and mudhens. The loi
shoreline of shallow water al
ample cover will be of inestimabl
value in bringing hunting bat
to this section of lowa, once th
host to sportsmen from as f
away as Chicago. The owners !
the many voices raised against th
drainage program can heave

oreat sigh—Goose Lake is read|
for the geese and their kin.

Since 95 per cent of the blut
winged teals winter south of |
U. S.. their future depends on th

conservation practices of we *‘I,L
Indian and Latin-American coul kR
The average weight of ful |

b

grown wild Canada geese is abol
| nine pounds each.
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, THE STATE PARKS springs of this lovely place and

put the wheels in motion that of-

OF |OWA ficially could make it a park. It

| where to go and what to do | WaS a slow business in t.hu.:-:e davs;
. soature but the Professor was patient and,
ard ' L as he usually did in matters of
SPRINGBROOK conservation, made his point. In

Springbrook State Park, located | oetober of 1926 with much help
ven miles north of Guthrie Cen-| from the Guthrie Center Rotarv
r, in Guthrie County, is easily| club and other interested parties
cessible on paved highways| the land was finally purchased and
“ S om all directions right up to the | work began. It was completed ten
rk entrance, and the roads in| years later by C.C.C. labor.

e park are excellent. Central

Name Changed

-* wa has no better recreational ot | _
PS8 cilities anywhere than this 620 Springbrook was once called
1z X . g y F 3 Xy e W ' ¥
3 8 re beauty spot that is within an | King FPark. The change cam
ara ur's drive of Des Moines and about because of the little spring-
920, M anv other communities fed brook that originated the lake,
LS The lake's clear, blue water 1s ;“"11 still feeds it t -
sut rdered by forested hills and an Every kind of ird that visits T AR . JER s
~ cellent sandv beach. Bathing is| Iowa finds its way to this sanctu- L AT . Fiom FA i
AL e : L4 . L = - = 1 = g Rdala]
fs ary, as do the wildlife—deer _ _
. This new shower buillding at Springbrook State Park Is representative of 16 others

ps and the bathhouse offers ev- : x
2 v facility. Parking space here 1is squirrels and rabbits. Every flower o be built this summer in other parks. Designed with campers in mind they have

. _ _ and blooming shrub. or blossoming flush tollets and laundry tubs for utmost convenience. To have them, probably in
problem. Boat rental and bait e s ® | Jume, are Nine Eagles, Wapello, Red Haw and Ahquabi. The expanmsion in State
BT e available and refreshments are | tree, native to this state can be parks will also include many picnic and parking areas; boat loading ramps at Beeds
located along the miles of trails Lake, Black Hawk, George Wyth, Ahquabl, Darling, Keomah, Macbride, Manawa,

peral rved by the bathhouse conces- Lake of Three Fires, Ledges, Lewis and Clark, Nine Eagles, Palisades-Kepler, Rock

. that wind through the hills and  ¢reek, Twin Lakes and Union Grove; and new double vault toilets at Backbone, two
Fishing Excellent vallevs Because of this abund at George Wyth, three at Darling, two at the Ledges and one at Twin Lakes.
ar s ¥ L] '-.. s B :
Ry L. ann : . | ance of native ‘a and fauna and
et Wl Fishing includes crappie, large- | ance of native flora anc : A
"2 @outh black bass, bluegill, bull-|the park's central location, the ONLY ONE they aren't hitting for him; is ready
ads and perch. Ice fishing is | JTowa Teachers Conservation Camp FISHING BUDDY to leave when you are; leaves you
L [ . . s = . » - 2 . - ¥ 3 ;
od, too, in season. of course | is held here from June till August with the feeling that fishing is one
< ¥ el s 3 W o . Ron Barnes of the world's greatest sports: has
- % Much good picnic area is avail- | each summer. TR AR I Tt} o PR S, ]5 2 11 ;sh.l .t;" A {
J 1{;, x‘..lth 17?_‘ t-ﬂ'l.-}l'-.h- :JJ-HI {i['?‘{.']s ‘Jf l E“‘I'J'l'll'"l}z]"t'l"ﬂk. as its name I”:,[‘I,. . 185 een sald, '...\-t [:‘\- Imnman 1s 1.|.1l1 Yerence Oor a NE 11:“.}.."" Ol L=
en ey KA AL e R indicate. is a haven for refreshing | entitled to one good wife, one good | of-doors, and their creator.
. =41 25 1L 1rewl } it L} =y = . '
< HEL facilities ete. close at hand. | activity and an afternoon's peace. | dog, and one good fishing buddy in How do you stack up in the book
nrt :n'” “"H'I'I 1ml11.n‘f 1'1'“ lH _ a normal lifetime.” In my few | of your fishing companion?—Cla-
: ¢ ailer c: areas _
A modern tollets, ~ freplaces COW BIRDS THWART years, I have had more than my| rinda Herald Journal
2 S share of fishing buddies, but this is -
SR eed: andiasBhower; bulld: WATCHER vhat I think they should be. | MORE NORTHERNS
e 4 ; 2 - 1! f f 3 -. { 3 ‘a 4 ‘J s  pu—
b= z are prominent, well kept fea- Cow birds are not overly popu- Vs , : . :
s s e b T : > P = S L A man who . . thinks of vou (Continued from page 41)
res of Springbrook. lar with ornithologists. They gen- frat himself last: alwava offers tolif still unri \re agai iacted
{ S[X - : : 4 . 'St, nimse asil; always ollers st unripe, are again injected
T'he first suggestion of Spring-| erally push small species around g I : ~

drive; when you drive and pick | until they have received three
nim up, he has breakfast waiting; shots Results of the procedure
when he drives, arrives promptly | are exciting to say the least.
on time, and quietly observes the | Where before nearly two-thirds of
fact that your family is asleep; is| the females brought in failed to
full of enthusiasm for the day's| produce, now about 97 per cent are
prospects; has forgotten none of successful and the eggs show no
his equipment; has made arrange-| appreciable difference from those
ments for the boat and motor to of uninjected pike. Needless to say

1€ B2 8 ook State Park was published in | and impose their eggs in nests of
al D Guthrie Center newspaper in|others. As a result, a Roscommon,
€ fall of 1923. A little later, | Michigan, woman recently sel

Stacey, publisher of the about to take direct action on cow
gress wuthrian,"” invited Professor L. birds in her area. The woman
Pammel of Iowa State Univer- loaded an air rifle and tried to
Y, who was in charge of all| draw aim on the offending birds
nservation matters at that time, | Each time she opened a window

nee T visit Guthrie County and give | of her home, however, the cow be ready and gassed; insists upon  the northern business is booming.
5 opinion on the proposed area birds fled. Finally, though, she h:m-ilm;& the oars: gives vou the We've never been short of north-
jjdlife Lo its possibilities as a state|got a female bird in her sights | goftest boat cushion: has extra | erns here, but they do show cy-
rk. _ and blasted away-—right into the  fou) weather gear in case you for- | clic ups and downs of population.
pri Pammel saw the area and im-| biggest window in her kitchen got yours; handles the boat to put | Perhaps with this tool of fish man-
with 8 =diately placed his stamp of ap-| Needless to say, the bird escaped you in the best fishing spots first;  agement higher and more stable
qd 8§ oval on the hills and valleys, injury. has thoughtfully packed a lunch numbers will be possible—to thrill

rubs and trees, wildlife and — for the rest period; enjoys every|the unsuspecting crappie fisher-

plackl — . v g o i e e g e | fish thalt you catch just as much | man or the guy who really goes
' B | as you do; never complains when | after big chunks of scaled fury.

] i e
[ " - e
10 e R . e . .t

J = e : . A e
LidE . o k, s i g ?..-ui"' .2.( LY A
. - C i x

"

g |
bl

-l . Jim Sherman Phato
of ingbrook Park takes care of the wants of many central lowans. Loaded with visitors
s P ing the hot months, the arrangement of picnic sites allows a large measure of
| privacy, so there always seems to be room for more. Was that last turn a little sharp dear?
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QUAIL CAN TAKE IT

M. E. Stempel

tanme Riologist

Violent summer windstorms with
their turbulent black clouds
young quail scurrying for the shel-
the outstretched
wings, Laggards make 1t

This is only one of many hazards to

send

ter ol parent s

do not

be overcome before quail reach

maturity

SINCe

In spite of such difhiculties,
1952 quail production has always

1 . - % 1 ol R
Deen Fo0d 1N SOIne (errirories o -

cessful hatching did not occur 1in

every territory because as In the
vears 1953 and 1955, rainfall was
uneven in distribution, sumimel

and there
Septem-

dis-

weather arrived late,
was drouth in August or
ber. This
courages production

In 1954 and SUMmMmers
were long and Rainfall
was well distributed and sufficient
to create the suitable humid nest-

A4S you can imagine

] UON, 1-111‘

pleasant

ing environment. Production was
L‘.:llrl'l

Quail hatching sometimes has
been successful in very wet years
However, records show that more

than two inches of summer rainfall
or hail, coupled with strong winds
severely cuts down production and
narasites flourish when the season
i and cool
to the diet of
scarce on wet, cold days

excessively

is wet Insects, SO neces-

sary young quail
are

Some summers are
dry for long periods. Drouth is un-
favorable since mnewly hatched

quail are only slightly bigger than

bumblebees and, unless humidity
is near the 90 per cent level, the
young quail might never escape

from the shell

There are always damp
areas however, such as result from
local showers. Also, there i1s some
dewfall near creeks or ponds, In
low places, and in valleys. Some
Lypes of so0il retain moisture for
long periods and near seeps the ai
is damp at night and early morn-

s0me

Ing.

Average quail hatching years
such as 1952, 1956, 1957 and 1959
had moderate moisture and few ex-
tremes of heat, Here, the storms

quickly subsided or they were con-
fined

Quail have the capacity to pro-
hatch. I1
. many pairs renest
favored by

to semall territories

duce more eggs than they
yvoung are lost

When haleching 18

weather, quail flourish wherevei
food and cover are adequate. In
the fall, after very dry summer
weather, the birds are In areas

tall ragweeds and dense
that there
mois-

where thi
COvVel

suitablc

;‘:]'”_'-;_L-;:'.,' indicate

has been Summel

Water being pumped Into Hales Slough spells bad news for the carp In Spirit Lake.
wWhen the slough is filled, the warmed water will be allowed to run back into Spirit
through the fish trap in the background to attract spawning carp.
to the call of warmer water the trap will prevent the carp from retumning to deeper
The shallow, reedy slough will be operated at the same time
Garlock Slough is being used in

and colder Spirit Lake

as a nursery pond for millions of northern pike fry.
the same manner to help rid West Okoboji Lake of rough fish

HISTORICALLY
SPEAKING

By Stan Widney

J. D. (Deg) Reynolds,

Conservationist

This is not history— yet—-but it
will be when the results of this
man’s labor are recorded in future
biennial reports Deg Reynolds
died February &, 1960, but his

work still goes on in the plans he
originated and the ideas he passed
his fellow

served on

Commissioners

Deg the
over a period of 12
March of 1948 when
pointed to fill a wvacancy
June 30, 1959, when he
a full 6 year term to which he was
:llrpf'-inh*-l in 1953

Deg was from Creston and the
News Advertiser, in an
editorial dated February 25, 1959,
recognized Reynolds as a true con-
servationist

on to
Commission
vears, irom
he was ap-
until

l’lrIrLI‘li{‘TtHi

Creston

as follows

Those have been busy, ef-
fective years (on the Commission).
[owa's lake and park system has
developed extensively and today
it provides service to literally hun
dreds of thousands of all
over Mr. Reynolds has had
an important part in all this work,
and 1t be he served with
conscientious endeavor,

persons
lowa.

can said

spending

ture In wel vears birds survive
farmland not subjected to
flooding and which are least visited
by the black, swirling clouds bring-
ing wind and rain, the cold
green patches of clouds that fore-
cast hailstorms

best In

Or

In spite of wind, hail rain,

drouth and man, the quail, perhaps

like the mailman, get through in
good shape. After all, quail are

not small, fragile creatures, rathei
thl'},' are compact, }];ll'iil‘-,-' and per-
sistent,

SN e —r—CCU ", T SR RN R TS R S e e B e . 1

i s ¥ | 18
1ong nours

benefits the

11

]'-f-ﬂlllt' Ol
I I

In appreciatio

the
."-!‘hf'l

50 honoring

on July 1,
served

Mi1ss10n 1

umn “‘Visiting With Neighbors"”
Advertiser

Creston

the

neighbor

“The
by the
Revnolds
hundred
active 1n
munity.

capable of sizing up situations
fashion,

excellent

for causes he represented

taining to the legal profession

Iﬂ e Et'

S 0s

< b

Deg
sented to him by
then Chairman ot
1954

Commission

As they respond

work that g
Itl".rl A
of his servi

zOovernor

siened a

and it

Mrs

Reynolds himsell
as Chairman of
1954
K. J. Van

Nostrand

:\:1."..'..."\

this to say about

He

‘Deg.’

mansy

of

a true

community Wwas

death

111

certificate
WAS
John Crabb

the Commission,

the

iriend and

saddened

L B | - L
I.lr"t T".'r'-'n.

Was

and

and

Known
had
things in the

He was a diligent worker

sclrappel
]I.l‘ ilt']'-
formed many services in veteran's |
III';_{HI'I.IZ:HIT.‘H;«' and 1n matters per-

His was a work of service.”

¥

AV

-

Deg

Reynolds

e

i

]]IJ:'H.

COMMISSION MINUTES ;¢
MAY, 1960 I

General County CORSEEREFEE
Commissioner Humiston reportesf
Washington, D. C.,
Bureau of the Budgel#=
S. Corps of Engineerst

the §4

SLICCEeSS | Vs '

his trip to
bring the
the U
Ior a

].'_r-_-lr"f"l.'rsll' was

and

discussion of

I

Forestry

The National Guard has 7Té
quested permission to establish |
rifle 1 in a 1,000-acre portio
of Stephens The Guarg
wotild stand all construction coste¥
area would be open to the A0kl
th

§AC
nge i

"

Forest.

and the

public when not in use by

Guard g0
State Forester Ellerhoff reports#

that preparation is being made 10 far
the mobile prison

the Yellow River
and

labo §
Fores Pil
othe °

locating

" . + T viTyI T O
aAWay irom camping

areas &

Fy ol nted

Fish and Game ‘
Superintendent of Game Brat®™
recommendation ’
shooting at Lak !
which included: duck hum ¢
area |
leave the

sites pn

ham made his
for controlled
(dessa
ers would check in at the
and
Blind

the

pick up permits
hunting licenses

B m=

ared woul
1ssigned on a come, fits
the rest of the are
would be open to public huntin| :[_L'
The hunters would be permitted ¥ ™ e 3
hour befop g * 4
before. TFE

closed |

vided In
1”"

|_:.i ‘lh *

part of

.—

nrst

-

basis,

thelr
Lme not
would be

0¥ ] - 1.. )
o0 Lo area

"IHIHIH.L:

one
whole area :
three p.m. to allow more ducks T'b L Ledg
come in during the evening. Thes ung
the Commi

sion were approved as read.

recommendations to

Recommendations to repaitr an
raise breeched dikes in the Rivel
a cost of 376,000 wet 9
The dikes should th
keep the area inviolate from bol
hranches of the Nishnabotna du ].'
floods.

on area for

.|1~;‘=1n1-mi

g annual

WE b,
H}r W ] it &

R o 0d 52

recommended and
that the Commission

1t was

proy ed

| quest the Federal Fish and Wil( g

life Service to expand the Unibg = “Hiledis,

Slough Refuge .. " Dass
The “Kids Fish Day" operatitg, - "Mecti

and the followlly = “dkeg

was passed. Fish wig, "1

only to areas '§ it St

resident fish populations whely

winter kills are unlikely, deliverity |

will be at the convenientfy,
department eliminatil

deliveries, some ponds §

was discussed
resolution

be distributed

of fish
0of the
special
metropolitan areas will be stock!

with bullheads through the sud
mer, and pond stocking as

Chamber of Commerce promotit¥
will be dropped. i
An experimental project i
planting surplus fertile pheasd u
eggs in southeastern ITowa was & AV (R
proved. Rod and Gun clubs 1n thr 8 Slop
part of the state may make appl®u, 5 for Tl
cation for the eggs which are 8y Mepay - Al

the State Game Farm near Bool B0 e Pergars b G

r i v 8l 1y g ¥2
'hey are to be hatched In 1ot R e W Ry S¢ Of
; - L SR ! ULl
hatcheries and release of &g hoyag S O

iContinued on next page) H'I:'lr
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s SO T THE COLYN FISH AND H " ; I}*/’ A ! J ' RN = Jl
chicks will be supervised by ey 3 4. el W10 |
gservation officers. GAME MANAGEMENT o i B

ounty Conservation Boards
1e following items of acquisi-
were approved, A two acre
in Clayton County on the
{ey River seven miles up-
am from Elkader leased
22 vears for $»500. five and
half to seven acre access in
kasaw County on the Little
1 {ey River near Saude, The his-
higl@ tal Red Schoolhouse in Dela-
. port 2 County northeast of Man-
J ter for one dollar. A six-acre
vefBt of semi-timbered land in
1klin County near Hampton
@ a roadside park and picnic
ind. River access in Black
kK County across from Arch
arlane Park near LaPorte
Development plans for the
County Park adjacent
Centerville city reservoir
Swan Lake State
to approval of the
of parks
area Lee County
management agreement be-
n the Conservation Commis-
and the Hardin County Board
upervisors for the access on
[owa River six miles north of
j ra. A 1515 acre fishing
picnic area on the Little Sioux
® r near Quimby for $2,000. A
8 cre fishing access and picnic
M on the Shell Rock River near
B« Falls.
wone County

=55
to be
A

W ANnoose
he
255100 1N
:-:Lﬂ}jtw"i
rintendent
aCCess

n o= U

in

-G

access

was refused
W ion to make the lower seg-
! Ledges State Park
_M ic shooting ground.
2! Waters

request from Clark and West,

=

of

& of Venetian Village to clear
' maintain a channel into Clear
& * was granted.
| request from Glen Severson
M ‘lear Lake for a dock permit
W refused.

ick fees in the state parks

¥ been set at 32 per week, $5
& month, and $20 per season.

o Wie  Commission directed the
d Vil to immediately make safe
" water passage under the

M >e connecting East and West
e 0011 Lakes.

report to the Commission on
el 1'-" itatus of Storm Lake said that
=@ winter's fish kill was excel-
@ and that five million walleye

® ind some bullheads have bee N
wt {eéd so far with silver bass to
M laced in the lake

M| fall.

sometime

AH----CHOO

: LlCCoons living in the southern
>3

of Illinois evidently need a
8 type of coat reports Glen
£ i"'f:'l'ﬂun. a former biologist for
.'" | -onservation Department. Now
'ﬂtnlnng for the Illinois Con-
uh WIS 5 tion Department, Glen says
paKe ?' a high percentage of the rac-
jeh 2 88 s killed by hunters during the
eaf 8 Season showed symptoms of
| 1 monia.
= i
T

LLease of

UNIT

Gene Goecke

Lnit Manager
( Editor’s Note: Gene Goecke is
the Colyn (pronounced Co-line)
Unit Manager. He and his family
live In the headquarters residence

Six miles south of Russell in Lucas
County. From there he commands
areas located in 15 south-central
lowa counties. Gene came to work
for the department only two years
ago with a B.S.

degree in wildlife
from Jowa State and an intense
desire to learn his job. That he
has learned this well is evidenced
by the fact that the Colyn Area is
one of the most popular fishing-
and hunting areas in the state.)
The Colyn Fish and Game Man-
agement Unit consists of ten areas
with approximately 100 acres of
refuge and 3,500 acres of land
open to public hunting and fishing
and 23 farm-game habitat areas
In this section of the state, the
land is rolling to hilly. Drainage
1S very fast and, because of this
very few natural marshes or lakes
are formed. With the help of the
Pittman-Robertson Program, sev-
eral marshes and lakes have been
constructed and some of the best
bass, bluegill and bullhead fishing
in the state has resulted. Before
this construction, duck hunting
was a matter of either driving
long distances or paying to shoot
on privately owned lakes. Now,
shooting has become a real sport
to central Towans
Since there is a great deal of
difference in the various areas of
the Colyn Unit, each will be cov-
ered to show its own potential.
The Colyn Area for instance con-
tains 300 acres of marsh with 100
set aside as refuge. Duck hunting
Is good in the open part, and in
the refuge segment, fishing is ex-
cellent. The rest of the area is
farm ground where there is very
good quail and rabbit hunting, and

timber, which offers good fox and
gray squirrel hunting.

Browns Slough Area, 7756 acres,
1S nine miles southeast of Russell
in Lucas County. The 230 acre

marsh on the area is top notch for
duck shooting. Because
washed out the dike last
there is no fishing in the
now but it was stocked
this spring, and if it
it has in the past, good fishing will
available again in two or three
yvears. About 400 of timber
land support red and gray squir-
rels while quail and rabbits are
found on the farmable part of the
area.

Williamson Pond,
three miles east of
Lucas County. Rewarding
bluegill, bullhead, and catfish fish-
ing exists in the 50 acre lake and
limited duck shooting can be done
and it's good hunting, for its
size,

floods
spring,
marsh
again
develops as
he

aclres

127

Williamson

acres, 18
111

bass,

LOO,

Duck Dinners Deluxe . . Unit Manager Goecke examines a splendid growth of smart
weed in & marsh on the Colyn Area. This was planted by the aerial seeding method
and assures duck hunters of plenty of game, come fall.

Hooper Area, 320 acres, is six , available on these pools, and the
miles southwest of Indianola in | rest of the area offers quail and
Warren County. Several small| rabbit hunting
ponds there offer some duck hunt- Hull Area, 387 acres, is five
ing Quaill and rabbits are the miles west of Oskaloosa in Ma-
main species of game available and | haska County, another strip coal
a small herd of deer 1s present mine that will be good fishing in a

Banner Area, 202 acres, six miles | few vyears. Meantime, quail, ral
north of Indianola, is a worked out | bits, and ducks are good sport
strip coal mine that the state has LaHart Aveda 183 acres. is five
acquired. At the present time very miles southwest of Lovilia Mon-

little development work has been

_ roe County. A 50 acre marsh offers
done but ducks, rabbits, quail and bass, bluegill, and bullhead fishing
squirrels are there, ) and some cltu ks. Squirrels, quail,

wock Creek Area, 445 acres, 'S | and rabbits are also there for the
located eight miles northeast of S T
Kellogg in Jasper County. The 1
200 acre lake is known for ducks Trapping 1s allowed on all of the
and excellent fishing. The rest of | 4I€as. Those with the I"l.].:i'll-
the area supplies pheasant, rabbit marshes yield L-""H'!'II.”.!'. et
and quail hunting for the public. 4nd mink {rapping. “he other
Kellogg Game Area, 66 acres, is | areas may be smaller, but they
one mile east of Kellogg. A small still offer the trapper a *'_h'”"-"" Lo
marsh supports duck hunting in | Pit his wits against the fur bear-
wet years, while the rest of the | ®I's
area has squirrels, pheasants, quail Although the areas under Pitt-

and rabbits man-Robertson jurisdiction are de-

Pella Area, 292 acres, is situated | veloped for hunting and fishing
two miles south of Pella in Marion | restoration, they have other ad-
County. This strip coal mine on | vantages available to the public.
which restoration has been started | For instance, bird watching, hik-
has three large pools, and several | ing, nature study, or a chance to
smaller ones have been con-| go out for a quiet day to get away
structed, but they are still too acid | from the trials and tribulations of
for fish life. Duck hunting is a complex world

e "'t ‘I'

't!"'l.U"ML- 1,2 *i tc-lﬁ.nrl f

- Ml w
ik -

"‘Look, Pal | told you that little plece of worm was good for somethin’.”' Bass fish-
ing is fine at Colyn. Drive six miles south of Rv.sell (six miles east of Chariton on
Highway 34) and ask the Unit Manager where to get bass, crappie or bullheads. By

the way, do you have your new fishing license yet?
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WHY KILL A HAWK?

Roger R. Fliger
ANaturnlist

It was {'q!tll\-' June as I ;-'-trnul
knee in the rank vegetation
and water of Sweet's Marsh. Teal
and wood ducks made brief flights
back forth the marsh
A dragon fly poised two feel ovel
the water then shot three feet fur-
ther on as if with 1ts
position.

Not a breath of
it was hot
trickled

qlp-*}i

and aCross

dissatisfied

stirred and
perspiration

forehead and

air
very hot
down my

back. After three hours of wad-
ing, sweating, cursing and bat-

ting mosquitoes, my bow and fish-
ing arrow had accounted for only
one small carp. An occasional red
dorsal fin “slurp” of a carp
sucking in air kept luring me on.
As I stopped to catch my breath

I spotted a familiar sight. An os-
prey hawk circled lazily over the
marsh. It suddenly folded and
dove to the water, hitting with

splash and rising again with a nic

carp on its talons Congrats,” 1
thought, and had to laugh at my-
self being shown up by this So-
called “dumb” creature. It Wwas
a pleasant experience L0 be re-

membered long after winter would
turn the marsh to ice and snow.

Not so pleasant is my memory
of killing that very same bird. It
had been turned over to me by the
local conservation officer in hopes
that I could something for it
On opening day of the duc k season
someone got tired of shooting al
high flying ducks and busting into
compact flocks of red-wings and
had taken a shot at the osprey
it circled over.

When I received the bird it was
a hopeless sight [ts wing was
shattered and the flesh had turned
There was no other alterna-
it. I had

do

a5

green

tive but to illsf‘.ln:%t' ol

enjoyed the osprey’'s beauly and I
destroyed it thinking of the greal
loss to my enjoyment of the marsh

This story is repeated daily on
field

the marsh, river, or where

themselves 10

with man

hawks allow come

into contact S0 greatl
ly misi are birds
of prey that they are all too often
lumped into the category Ol
“chicken hawk' or “hen hawk,” de-
pending on whether they are larg:
or small. All familiar the
of these hawks"

drooping from a barbed wire fence

inderstood these

LOD

“chicken

I can hear howls going up 1irom

the sportsmen who have seen pre-

dation in action, Certainly I've
seen a few attacks on game birds
and animals—marsh hawks Lrying
to catch pheasants, a red-shoul-

dered hawk with quail, and a red-
tail taking a young pheasanl
rabbit A pigeon hawk killing a
robin, a sharp-shinned working
over a grackle and, too, I've seen
the Cooper's take a rabbit, quail,
muskrat. teal, cardinal and English
sparrow; but let's analyze the kills

infrequent several Yyears
How many times I've seen a marsh

| s bd I, i 1
Ei!.‘.lx red-tail,

0l

over

rough-legged o1
aive 1nwvo 1

he

small

broad-wing OTrass and

rodent, |
['ve seen

emerge with a
couldn’'t couni several
attacks by these hawks on healthy
came in adequate cover and in
every hawk was

maneuvered and soon gave up the

case the out-

chase,
Since all hawks, excepl
sharp-shinned and Cooper's

protected by law, the sportsman

the
are

should train himself to observe
rather than turn the hawk into a
moving targetl Most of those

“‘chicken hawks'” killed are 1mma-
ture red-tailed hawks, or in winter,
rough-legs migrating into densely
civilized areas for the time.

My experiences with the sharp-
shinned and Cooper's hawks have
distance
in
north or south on rising
or so close that they
disappeared 1n instant, but I
have caught them with a charge
of shot. My conclusions are not
entirely from an observer's point
of view, but rather as a hunler.
The times I did Kill the unpro-

nrst

heen either at greal on

rare OocCcasions observed INASS,
migraving
air currents

arn

The Marsh Hawk.

THE FIRST STEP IN STAYING AFLOAT

this

Well Nnel

Planning on a new boal
there's t of

One setlL 0l
be studied

figures
with care.

accidents and drownings. If you

category do some planning and then

salesman

Figuring
allowances
!lltI 1:']"]_]1]'['!;."[ Oor
Simply multiply the

feet) times tl

i TR
=l
Lhe

for the weight

fishing, and I

b ot b el
lengtinl (in

le maximum depth

divided by 12 and then multiplied by

feat)

measurements are 4s inches (4
to inches (4.1 to 4.6
more (4.7 feet or over)

Do
1.5

115

EXAMPLE FOR THE BOAT PICTURED
3.0 1.2

12 X
12
This boat has

Don't forgel that

all boat

Season s
than th

Overloaded boals are

-:I.E"!"l‘-"u.‘ VO 14 INeewl |
of vour motor, spare clothing,
ple who'll normally be in the boatl

feel)

the pe
LINd Ty

feet) use

4 §
[eel

Jefore you lay out the cash
e time payments) that shoul
a primary cause of water

want to count yourself out of this

go get the sweet talk from the

you've made
equipment

15 eaAsSyY Aas Ij.u once

times the maximum width (in

n feet) times 0.6; that answel

150. Exception, where Dbeamn
use 1.6 as maximum depth; 485 __

34
as the maximum depth.

- e —————————

maximum depth; 56 inches 98gme {9

% 0.6
150

a safe capacity of 473 pounds.

measurements must be in feet when using

this formula and make plenty 0l allowance for the weight of extra geal

_F

1 _,'

'
tected hawks were so infrequent
that any thought of improving

hunting or helping wildlife by de-
stroying these predators would be
comical if not totally ridiculous
Certainly a man has the right
and by all means should protect

his property, but often the "« hick-

en hawk"” that is shot because
some of the “voung ladies of the
hen house’’ are missing is often
the old red-tail that grew up in

the farmer’s grove catching highly
destructive rats and mice

There is no excuse for destroy-
ing the osprey, red-tail, rough-leg
and other common hawks. There
is no excuse either for killing the
sharp-shinned or Cooper’s;, for not
one in ten hunters could identity
one with any certaintly At this
day and age we must obligate our

selves to bring up the generation |

of young hunters so they will ap-
preciate the hawks more than just

ns a folded mass of lifeless feath-
ers tumbling to earth
ROADSIDE—

(Continued from page 41)
ship. Proper management 0l this
sizable and well distributed cover

type could be a very important ad-
dition to Iowa's upland game pro-
gram.

Until recently, mowing the road-
side and other areas was the only
method of controlling noxious
weeds. However, the increased use
of herbicides has greatly reduced
the bushy and herbaceous cover
along the roads in many areas of

| hateh

1

prime pheasant range SO tha ¥
only remain. While th n
reduction of cover has been del I
mental to wildlife In gvn-}m"‘
pheasants continue to use Iht.‘:‘
roadsides for nesting. Therefoly
it is recommended that whel "l
noxious weeds are not a seriv

problem, the mowing of roadsid h
be delayed until after the pheasal ¢
In most cases, this deifg
would only be a matter of sever g
For maximum pheas&g
protection, all MOwWIng, nop

thi

FTrasses

weeks

nest

| yelated to crop harvest, should 'g

delayed until after June 26 in U8
southern third of the state; JU
3 through central Towa; and Ju g
% in the northern one third. Coul ty
hens and chicks could @&
saved 1if would merely lea g
them alone for a while longer. @
in W
4

less

we

Roadsides that once held a m
nesting role are becoming M

important than ever as nestl

| sites for pheasants as our natt
| small grain cover is reduced. T

has prompted a special study to

included in the pheasant progri g
this vear. A roadside nesting 8

vey will be inaugurated to colll #
additional information about ¥ ¢
density, time of hatching, hab"‘"'
ing success, production of you D
and cover preference. Next ¥ t
we'll know more about what ¢}
be done. Right now with Pphe .!'I

ants our most popular upléR fir,

game bird and with their siza m_'
contribution to hunting in I0' g

can we start this season to I-.’-',“, 51
them a lift? )

HiGH W

Harry Harris

afFriea |
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