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IOWA HAD A COAT
OF MANY COLORS

By \dn Hayden

A HUNDRED years ago Iowa

had a coat of many colors
The coat was mainly a grassy one;
for Jowa is a part of the great
arassland which reaches in North
America far into Canada on the
north, to the Mexican highlands
on the south, and to the broad-
leaved forest of the east, and be-
yond the Rocky Mountains on the

west. Yet in this vast domain,
Iowa 1is itself a topographical
unit. The northern boundary is

defined by a watershed in which
the headwaters of both Minnesota
and Iowa streams arise. Near the
southern border, a less pronounced
watershed separates the source
waters of Missouri streams from

the chief Iowa watercourses. A
major highland, sometimes re-
ferred to farther north as the

Couteau de Prairies, runs diagonal-
ly across the west third of the state
separating the waters of the Mis-

sissippi from the waters of the
Missouri rivers,
Forests border the main river

valleys in broad zones, but diminish
to fringes along the minor streams
and lake borders. The remaining
area, which comprises five-sixths of
the state, was prairie. The somber
browns and grays of the haze-
shrouded forest contrast during the
winter with the white expanse of
snow-covered grassland, or in
spring and autumn with the red-
dish-brown bluestem grasses. The
traveller in the forest sees the sky
through its thatch of branches: but
the traveller on the prairie beholds
the arching sky- blue, gray, or
cloud-flecked as it merges al
the horizon with the endless grass-
land. The prairie is, in part, an
expression of the climate. The
Sweeping winds, the blinding bliz-
(Continued on page 31)

1945-'46 Trapping Season Produces
Second Most Valuable Fur CrOp

OWA TRAPPERS lmrv{niml the manded the highest average price

second most valuable fur crop in ever recorded (3$28.16) with nnil-
the history of the state during the vidual pelts reaching the almost
1945-46 trapping season. During unbelievable maximum of §40.00
the 30 day muskrat and mink, and each. Only two fur bearers, red fox
60 day open season on other pro- and coyote, decreased iIn value in
tected fur bearing animals, a total 1946, the rest increased. Except
of 624,565 furs valued at $2.630,- | for beaver which increased from
655.71 were taken. $22.00 to $35.73 and mink which

There were 13,537 licensed trap- increased from $16.15 to $28.16, the
pers during the season, plus ap- | price raises were slight. The total

number of animals
creased during the

some 30477

proximately an equal number who
trapped on their own land, where
no license is required.

Mink, for the first time, exceeded were recorded for opossum, musk-
in total value the muskrat, which rat, skunk and badger; increases
in the past has been the number for raccoon, mink, civet, red fox,

one fur bearing animal. Mink com- weasel, coyote

(Continded on page =W

trapped
current

individuals. Decreases

and beaver
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live "nuisance locations” and

lowa’s policy of
them fo areas where thére is no danger of crop damage, has bequn to pay oM,

trapping beaver in

although only 600 were trapped for pelts during the past season,
| fur-bearer is now firmly re-established in all watersheds of the siate.

iransplanting'

this

and
valuable

lowa Trappers Net Two and One-Half Million Dollars

WILDLIFE NURSERIES

By Ellis A. Hicks
Cooperantive Hesearch LUnit
[JHERE and how do fledgling

‘ birds and baby mammals live ?
We say that birds live in nests and
mammals in dens, but where are
these homes to found and how
are they prepared? It fairly
easy for one to answer these ques-
tions for himself as far as birds
are concerned by using a little
patient observation. But getting
similar information about mam-
mals is more difficult because they
are usually secretive in preparing
their dens. They do not offer such

good observation targets as do

be

1S

birds.,

There are many other interesting
aspects of a wildlife nursery. What
and how do the parents feed their
yvoung ? Do the parents share fam-
ily cares? What means of protec-
tion do they have? Do the young
receive any training from their
parents? Anything can happen
from murder and fratricide to a
well-ordered gracious family life.

Fledgling birds when they first
emerge from the shell may be one
of two general types. If they are
naked, weak, blind generally
helpless they are known as an altri-
cial type of bird. On the other
hand, if a fledgling upon emerging
from its shell has a down
and is able run after be-
coming dry, it is a precocial bird

Good examples of precocial birds

or

i 'L.'-[T 11-[-

LD about

are the ducks, geese, shore and up-
land game birds. Young quail,
newly-hatched, are able to run
about after their down becomes
dry. How fortunate they are, for
if they were helpless and had to
remain in the nest for seyeral days
or weeks, many of them would be
caught and killed by snakes,
weasels and other enemies, When
a brood of young is disturbed, they
scatter in all directions to hide
(Continus
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; Forestry Service may
train velerans for any position “'1_
types of work for which the service
1S responsible, according to an
agreement between the Depart-
Agriculture and the Vet-

erans Administration

ment ol

U'nder the agreement, regional
VA managers are required to hList
the nature and location of all for-

estry tramning opportunities in their
districts that veterans may be
sed for training in each dis-

S0
proces
irict
The
eral

contemplates gen-
training for non-dizabled
veterans and specialized training
for disabled veterans in accordance
with Public Laws 346 and 16
"Veterans may learn of training
opportunities in the Forestry Serv-

program

ice by contacting the closest VA
Regional Office to their homes,”
k‘t‘\ ."-H.Ii

: Unless our people leamn to play, fish, hunt, camp. hike aond enjoy music and drama.
labor saving devices and the forty-hour week may be disastrous to ocur development
Jim Sherman photo.

as a nation of culture and character

TRUE! HOW TRUE

w UDDENLY our nation has had

thrust upon it a wealth of
leisure time never before dreamed
of. As a result of our mechanized
era and technology has come one
of the greatest opportunities our
people have ever known, and para-

k.

doxically there has come one of
the most critical problems of
modern times, The now common
forty-hour week and vacations

with pay have given us an unprece-
dented amount of leisure

This great leisure, if it is to be
used constructively, must be
planned for with much care. High

speed, mechanization and urbaniza-

tion call for wholesome leisure
time pursuits, Unless our people,
youth and older persons develop
TRY IT AND SEE

Although earthworms may be
marketed or used freshly dug from
the ground, they are much more
desirable, will live longer on the |
hook, and will take more fish it
well “‘scoured’” before use. This
fact 1s well known to all skilled bait
fishermen, and it is probable the
knowing ones would be willing to
pay a premium for such worms
This scouring process has been
known for hundreds of years and

was well described by ITzaak Walton
in 1653. To carry oul this “scour-
ing" a quantity of sphag-
num m AS used by nursery-
men 1N packing plants for shipment
itoneware crock or
bhox This
grows in shady
should be well
but the excess waler
wrung before the
placed in the container. The worms
should be placed in the moss for at

i.ll4r|'!':-:-|
0SS such
1s put into a
tight
which

LT i

wooden MOSS.
swampy
maoistened
should be

IMNOss 15

init

least two days, and preferably
three or four, and kept in a cool
place. Al the end of this period,

they should be almost transparent
tough and lhively.

HUNTING AND FISHING
LICENSES EXPIRED MARCH 31

All licenses issued by the State
Conservation Commission, fishing,
hunting, trapping, and twelve other
kinds of miscellaneous licenses, in-
cluding game breeders, bait dealers,
fur dealers, ete., expired March 31.

The Conservation Commission has
purchased some 600,000 licenses
for 1946, and they were in the

hands of about a thousand agencies
authorized to sell them Apnl 1
The licenses themselves will be
the same type as used in 1945,

|
| BUY YOUR LICENSE FIRST!—

EVERYONE DOES

I always get a big bang out of
these advertisements of fishing
tackle where they show a good-
looking dame with a slick pair of
gams all togged out in a very ab-
breviated swim suit. She is usually
holding a fishing rod somewhat in
the same way her grandfather
held a crank on the old coffee mill
and she probably knows nothing
at all about catching fish unless it

- ;'-'h

hobl 1 ¢ ] 1 i1s the two-legged Homo sapiens.
100D1€5 ar 0 ay AVe | - . g
n; : T“ Tf’l Iir 1% }‘lfl'l..- in And too. I have often wondered
jportunity t ah , | :
opportunity 0O nsn, L mnt, to What the deer flies: black MiGa nos

camp, to hike, to enjoy music and

I : t see-ums  and mosquitoes would
drama, to see our great scenic | . s
: - ; fd = t ¢} think to see such an enticing ban-
‘esouUrces, 0 Stuay nature, 1158 : . - -

: _ quet right in their front yard.
great boon to mankind will be Sranic Padr o

disastrous. We can, however, make
it a great opportunity for the
development of culture and charac-
ter, of brains and brawn of a
better and stronger people

The opportunities for construc-
tive recreational and leisure time
pursuits are abundant in our state |

BUY YOUR LICENSE FIRST!—
FARM DUCKS HIT CEILING
The Sportsmen's Service Bureau

relays this one from Wisconsin's
Department of Conservation. When
Mrs. Bell, who dispenses informa-
tion for the Division of Game and

and in our communities. Some steps
have been taken to utilize
opportunities. To realize the needed
results it 1s necessary to multiply
these efforts many, many times
It 1s toward this objective that
the Tennessee State Park Program
Is constantly directed

Tennessepg Consarvationi=t

these

I guess about the only privilege

I ain't never seen abused is the
privilege to go home when the
fish amn't bitin'.

It's a sign o' nearly perfec' self

control when a feller kin keep from
battin® a turtles head back under
water with the tip o' his fish pole,

er from kickin' over a bunch o
toad stools.
Andy Gillam says if them big

white cranes over there amn't havin'
no better luck than I am, it's no
wonder H'u_*}' ain't gnt no meat on
their legs.

Fish, answered her furiously ring-
ing phone one day, during the
duck season, an obviously agitated
man asked, “If a fellow shoots a
farmer’'s duck by mistake, does he
have to pay the ceiling price?"
Mrs. Bell informed the anxious
one that this was out of the Dl\'i'
sion’s jurisdiction, but she believed

that his worst fears would be
realized
BUY YOUR LICENSE FIRST!—

SCARED HENS

The “"Fox Hunt' organized at the
C'ounty Seat, has nothing on our
little community. We have “Coon
Hunters.,” It seems, one night last
week, there was a commotion in
Nellie’'s chicken house. So brave
Nellie and Pink armed with a flash-
light proceeded to the hen house,
and in walking into it, one of the
ladies stepped on the coon’s tail

Mr. Coon, in protest, hissed at
them. It was a tie as to which one
(lady) got to the house first. The
night watch was called and a
search was made, only to find that
the pet coon of Dale Varner was

pulling the tail feathers from a few
hens. There were a flock of
chickens and two hens guite badly

frightened

Washta Journal

BUY YOUR LICENSE FIRST!—
The “call” of the tree toad 15 gell=
cralty consldered as a prophecy ol
raln Some truth in this, but not
e whiole truth: Warm. motst alr,
which usually precedes rain, releases
the male toad's matineg urge; he
ings,”"
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“Bottoms up” is a favorite pastime for waterfowl all over the million acres of
marsh developed by the Manitoba Government as a fur production project.

FURS PAY FOR DUCKS PLAY

URING the past ten years the

Manitoba Government’'s fur
rehabilitation projects have won
the commendation of conservation-
ists throughout the North Ameri-
can continent., The romantic story
of that rehabilitation can be
tingly told at another time. The
success of the effort can be sum-
marized by pointing out that in
1934 records relating to the musk-
rat population of an area southeast
of The Pas disclosed that these
animals were "almost depleted due
to drought and over-trapping.”

By 1945 the same area was sus-
taining almost one thousand trap-
pers. This year they harvested a
crop of 242,157 pelts, from which
the proceeds were more than half
a million dollars.

Going back to 1934 again, the
startling news was presented that
only 30 million ducks migrated
Canada to their
winter habitats in the United
States. Contrasted with figures
showing that in 1900, 200 million
ducks had made that same migra-
tion, it was not surprising that
game officials should view the de-

rcrease in duck population wilh|

alarm.
The story of the muskrats, then,
in many ways has been the story

Realistically many Canadian provinces
have constructed fur producing marshes
on wasie land where thousands of Cana-

dian Nationals share in

the profit
the furs produced.

fit- |

from

of the waterfowl. Just how clearly
that has been the case can be
gathered from a closer look at
Manitoba's experiences.

By the mid-thirties, depression
had swept over Canada and the
United States. Money was scarce
in provincial and state treasuries.
Drought was prevalent and jobs
were hard to find.

Based on recommendations of
the officials of the Department of

Mines and Natural Resources the
Manitoba Government decided to
tackle the problem. In January,

1935, money was obtained to enable
surveyors to proceed to The Pas
area.

Two survey parties with a na-
turalist attached to one party to
explore feed conditions, were soon
at work.

As a result of these surveys the
Manitoba Government decided to
develop the area. A tract of 134,000
acres was sel aside as a fur re-
habilitation area, declared a game
sanctuary and closed to trapping.

Development commenced and the
work accomplished in the summers
of 1936 and 1937 included four
miles of canals of various widths;
sixteen earth-filled dams of various
designs and widths (Little Fish
Lake dam 470 feet long); three and
one-half miles of earth-filled dikes;
five control dams; five patrol
cabins; clearing log jams; widening
creeks; and other tasks ni-
merous to mention in detail

Ninety thousand dollars was
spent; but in 1940 when 400 trap-
pers were placed in the area they
netted a crop valued at $161 909
Under government control the area
i1s still producing large crops of
muskrats.

Now the original area of 134,000
acres has been increased to include
Connolly, Two Island and Corridor
areas, all in production.

Three other blocks comprising
approximately 600,000 acres have
been developed in other parts of
the Province. These include the
Fisher River fur rehabilitation
block which came into production

Loo

TIMBER and GAME...Twin Crops

By Harold Titus

'l‘HE MACKINAC ISLAND

traders lived largely on the
country, but until well toward
the western extremity of this great
inland sea they ate fish almost ex-
clusively. The pineries, swamps and
hardwood stands which cloaked the
shore were silent places. Repeat-
edly in accounts of those treks we
find notations of daily fish catches
and then, indicating the unusual,
comes the entry stating that deer
Or MmMoose were Seen.

An occasional moose and a stray

deer, then. was found in that wil-
derness in 1800. But since the
1890's that same Lake Superior

shore has been a stamping ground
for thousands of deer hunters an-
nually,. Without interruption it has
yvielded its tons of wvenison each
autumn, some seasons more, some
less, but always enough to entice
hunters back.

It was not happenstance that
deer moved into this region when
they did. It is happenstance, how-
ever, that they have persisted. The
deer appeared when loggers made
openings in those virgin timber
stands and deer have continued in
more or less abundance because the
timber harvest followed a distinc-
tive pattern.

The variety of forest types has
been mentioned. The pineries were
the first to fall, and considerably
later than those to the south be-
cause they were remote from mar-
kets. As a forty or a section was

logged, edge appeared where no
edge had been; in time the few deer
in the vicinity found those edges,
established themselves and began
to multiply, no doubt far faster
than they had in the scattered
natural openings.

Next, the great pines which grew
in hardwood stands were taken.
This made innumerable smaller
openings, which spread the deer
far in small nodules of seed stock-
ing. Following this came need for
hemlock and the number of clear-
ings increased. Lastly, uses were
found for the birch, maple and
beech but it was not so steady a
demand. It fluctuated with the
fortunes of the industries using
those woods. The pine and hem-
lock had built homes, barns, fac-
tories; the hardwoods went into
equipment and implements, were
not used in such bulk and were sub-
ject to a more variable need. An
operator might cut a dozen forties
one winter, twice or thrice as many
the next and thereafter be down to
small or no production whatever
for several years. The harvest of
swamp timber followed similar ups
and downs.

As a result, the region was in
timber production far longer than
most others. It is still producing.
Demand for the land for agricul-
tural other intensive uses was
not uniform. Some of it is excel-
lent for specialty crops but large
outlets never were near, the season

ar

‘¥ |

Studies ol the rulied grouse in lowa revealed thol mature unpastured forest with
120 to 130 large trees per acre with ils gccompanying dense undercover is seldom

used by grouse.

in the spring of 1944, and the Net-
ley and Delta blocks also in produc-
tion.

All are proven duck and
raising projects—a million
for waterfowl and fur!

fur

ACres

KevsLols

This fine game bird prelers moarginsa and sécond growth clearings.

15 short and consequently clearing
for plows was spotty and relatively
limited.

Because of these circumstances
what, 1900, say, was a pine
chopping bordered by virgin hard-

(Continued on pagk i)
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TOTAL ALL FURS
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DUCK STAMPS REACH
£ NEW SALES HIGH
‘ “"Duck stamps,” costing $1 each, ¢

which migratory waterfowl hunters o

over 16 are required to buy each '

g% vear, reached a new sales high of i g
~ $1.540,468 for the period from July ﬁ f
18 1 to December 1, 1945. This record- *‘ :
== breaking total represents an In-

The opossum has declined in numbers taken from a high of 80,000 in 1932-33 to | crease of 257,002 over the corre-
EOARS. Guriagy Ine: eurrent trapplug: season. sponding period in 1944 when

B0t T 3 ; Brush wolves, cor coyoles, were taken
| | 1,283,466 stamps were purchased jn exactly the same number in 1945-46

: 1039-40 5,692 30 2,007.60 | 41, T Tt Ly h ious, b i

. 11+ 4= yy waterfowl hunters, conserva-  as the year previous, but declined almost
9.t A I}"w—“_ b, & dt) 10) “ 'L'Il .00 "' ) l_ owl : :J : 1‘-'1‘ two-thirds in number from the all-time
5,60 :E:: lli.: Hh :” :Inz-,tal': tionists, and philatelists. high of 1943-44, —Harold Morgan photo.
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The Commission has cuthorized use of a plane owned by one of the conservation

oHficers and walkie-talkies for special

Nonpareil Pholo.

COMMISSION ACTION
FEBRUARY, 1946

'l"Hl-: FEBRUARY meeting of the

State Clonservation Commission
was held at the central office at
Des Moines, February 26. Members
present were: . B. Gaunitz, Lan-
sing; James C. Jenson, Council
Bluffs: F. W. Mattes, Odebolt: Mrs.
Addison Parker, Des Moines; F. J.
Poyneer, Cedar Rapids; R. E.
Stewart, Ottumwa: and Ewald G
Trost of Fort Dadge

The

3y administrative order opened
certain lakes to winter fishing be-
of oxygen deficiency. Ten
shallow lakes in northwest Iowa
were affected

Approved contract for drilling
three wells at Lake Manawa.

Approved contributing member-
ship on upper Mississippi Conserva-
tion Committee and named com-
mittee members,

Named Commissioner Jenson to
serve on drainage committee of
the State Conservation Ad-
visory Committee

Approved staft
dance al meeting with
Conservation department
Crosse, Wisconsin, to discuss
S1Ss1ppl River ;lhlhl!*!]i:é

Approved renewal of

Commission

CHUSe

So1l

members atten-
Wisconsin
La-
Mis-

at

Memoran-

dum of Understanding with Iowa
State College, Fish and Wildlife
Service and Wildlife Institute for

wildlife research and approved allo-
cation of $6,000 toward the project.

Approved renewal of fisheries re-

memorandum with Iowa
College with allocation of
6. 000 toward nnancing the project

.JIL.I}[”“‘I.'I’I] nve year extension of
Pittman program
operation

_-\!'-Ill'nk-'l*li 1'1‘}1:lil?f 0ir sl'.'.'v]hn;_'_ at
Humboldt Hatchery

Approved use of plane owned by
officer Kay Setchell
enforcement pa-

search

sState

ii!’]]jl'[T‘--.llI: )=

conservation
O
trols

special law

enforcement
already proved highly efiective on the spring goose flight patrol.

The

combination has
Council Blufis

patrols

Authorized purchase of six sur-
plus army walkie-talkies for special
enforcement work.

Authorized publication of resume
of Commission action in the "“lowa
Conservationist.”

Authorized construction of new
residence at the Game Farm near
Ledges State Park

Authorized study of possibility
of diverting trout run to diminish
silt in Siewers Spring trout hatch-
ery.

Allocated $2,000 for completion
of riprap work on Lake Wapello

Authorized construction of fish-
way in the Des Moines River dam
at Fort Dodge

Authorized statq
pheasant census

Authorized exchange of .69 acres

wide spring

of land adjacent to Wall Lake in
Wright county for .69 acres of
land contiguous, to facilitate res-
toration work at that lake

Authorized investigation of pro-
posed drainage ditch adjacent to
Wall Lake in Wright county

Denied request of Boy Scouts to
build eabin on Rice Lake Reserve

Accepted the gift of an inboard
patrol boat from the city of Storm
Lake, and authorized appointment
of lake custodian for Storm Lake.

Denied request of city of Storm
Lake for permission to erect tem-
porary housing facilities on state
land along the shore of Storm Lake.

Approved “Plum Grove” as offi-
cial name of the Governor Lucas
monument area

Timber and Ga

. L 4
LD =il I

me L] L -

wood could, if it escaped fire, be a
thrifty voung pinery in 1925 when
the hardwood was coming down
Al no time since logging began has
the area been without many stands

of timber sufficiently dense and
extensive to afford retreat from
deer and also adjacent to those
openings where their other de-
mands may be met

Deer population has changed

and shifted as this combination of

edge and forest crept from here
to there. In periods, local deer
abundance has dwindled but

they've always been somewhere in
the vicinity, with changes in num-

bers, true, but never so low that
they failed to lure hunters.
Deer, then, followed the axe in

the Lake Superior country but the
story doesn't end there. Perhaps
nowhere else there an area of
comparable size and with such a
range of forest species where the
pace of lumbering has shown
many changes. We'll coming
back to it when we this
matter of managing 80
that yield may be perpetual, and
the effects such practice can have
on game supplies.
Quail Prefers Open Spaces

It was not only big game and not
mammals alone that were spread
about and increased in numbers by
the clearing of forests, Take the

1S

S50
he
gel 10O

forests

thin ribbon. Bushes were ripped
from pastures more forage
plants could grow. Woodlots were
eliminated or else the ground cover
in them was reduced by pasturing.
The grains and bugs man had
brought to the wilderness were
there in ever increasing quantities,
but without other necessary fac-
tors quail passed the peak of their
abundance in many sections and
dwindled as the last square yards
of neglected acres were put to
man's rather than the bird's uses
There will be more to say about
quail in the deep South a little
farther on,

Is it clear, then, that the manner,
in which man handles his forests
nas much to do with the quantity
and distribution of those game
species which depend, in part, on
forests? Their populations can be
stepped up and given wider range

=i

if forests are managed with at
least part of an eye to game values.
(i ontinued next monthd

BUY YOUR LICENSE FIBST  —

FOX DECLINE IN MICHIGAN

REPORTED
News from Michigan indicates
the possibility that the fox cycle
has passed its peak, at least in

that state, the Sportsmen's Service
Bureau asserts, Word from Con-
servation Department personnel in

the Mio-Gaylord Distriect and in
Oscoda county is that foxes, in
some areas untrapped last {fall,

case of the biggest yielder of all|are 50 per centl under recent high

our native birds—the bob-
white guail.
Today, on the northern portions

of his range, we rightly class this

game

bird as a farm-type rather than a/!

forest-type species. Originally, he
was a woods inhabitant but the
edge he required consisted of many
and very definite types. Some old
records seem to indicate that the
more rigorous the climate, the
more exacting he was about his
edge specifications. So, In whal
are now the central and northern
states, those combinations were
relatively rare until the white man
took over. Pioneer agriculture was
right up bobwhite's street to a
happy home. Its grains fitted his
diet list nicely. Tangles of low
growth along rail fences made ex-
actly just the hiding and nesting
places he liked best. Brushy pas-
tures with closely grazed grass
plots between clumps of bushes

| were another made-to-order part of

Approved bid for printing 40,000 |

copies of “lowa Outdoor

Accepted resignation of
ant State Harold
SOH.

Authorized repair on the two
state owned hydraulic dredges and
resumption of dredging at Storm
Lake and Lake Cornelia

Authorized approval of soil con-
servalion agreements on
state owned forest lands in Alla-
makee county

Adjourned

Map.”
A ss51st-
Bjorn-

Forester

service

his environment

S0 when great-grandfather
hacked out his homestead near an
established quail population, that
population swelled because the
habitat could carry more individ-
uals. And when other settlers came
to up more farms the coveys
spread over the land and the years
until they seemed to be every-
where

The change came when agricul-
ture became more efficient and took
on the first manifestations of
streamlining. The rail fence gave
way to wire and the broad band
of rank vegetation which had
bordered earlier fields shrank to a

sel

levels, and that in other areas,
where trappers have operated, ani-
mals taken have been in poor con-
dition

BUY YOUR LICENSE FIRST'—

The best kind of fish propagation
administration, in our opinion, is
one which remains open-minded
and never comes to the conclusion
that it knows all the answers. The
subject relatively new in the
scientific field, and ten years from
now we may know a lot more about
it. It is important that we keep
public opinion as free from forming
premature conclusions as we do our
paid conservationists—that the lat-
ter may be free from public pres-
sure to pursue their research and
experimental work.

Storm Lake

15

FPilot Tribune

BUY YOUR LICENSE FIRST!—

DUCK STAMPS TO BE
AVAILABLE JULY IST

Design for the 1946 migratory
bird hunting stamp, commaonly
called “"Duck Stamp,” was taken

from a sketch executed by Roberl
W. Hines, artist for the Ohio Con-
servation Department. The origi-
nal is a black and white wash draw-
ing showing four redhead ducks;
three males and a female. Thirteen
in the series, the new duck stamp
will be available to duck hunters
in all first and second class post
offices on July 1st.

The stamp series, which was
started in 1934 with a J. N. "Ding"’
Darling design, has increased from
a sale of 635,000 in that year to a
new all time record in 1945 when
1,540,000 were sold.
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Original lowa prairie is exceedingly rare
1 legend. Here red.root, or New Jersey tea,
he landscape.—Ada Hayden pholo.

e

and its pristine beauty has almost become
the plow-breaker of the pioneer, brightens

lowa Had

(CC"ontinued from )

i S e 2

zards, the torrential rains, the in-
ermittent drouth, the ice-bound
vinters, the humid heat of summer,
he long breezy sunlit days, the
oland autumn, and the long-de-
‘erred spring-—all leave their im- |
orint on the life within the prairie.

With the greening of the hills
ind plains in springtime, hosts of
jative plants lend color to the
srairie. Almost before a spear of
rreen is seen, the downy-headed
)asque flower pushes from the sod

imong the withered red-brown
urling leaves of grass. Soon its
100d-like floral sheath has burst

ind the wide-open bluish flowers
ire ready to serve the newly awak-
sned bee a Ilunch of vyellow
pollen. Heralded by the pasque
lower, red mats of ground palms
srighten upon the gravelly hilltops,
itlong with tawny sedge and pale
vellow paintbrush, False dandelion
n the mornings spreads its flowers
ind the prim thimbleflower with
searly buds and scarcely open
stands high above its
spreading leaves.

' smelling marsh-marigolds with
conspicuous ruffled green leaves
Cut-leaved buttercups and crisp,

| white-spiked

Rising from the short green
rrass of May, the birdfoot violet,
vith myriads of pansy-like faces,
nirrors the blue of sky on slopes
and knolls. Nearby, pale yellow
spikes of betony with feathery
eaves appear in groups with
ilender, blue-eyed stargrass. In
noister soil among the grasses,
‘anada anemone, its globular white
uds poised on slender stems,
iready bursting into flower.
spreading tufts of red phlox are
wcattered through the grasses with
LIff clusters of lemon and orange-
lowered puccoon. This low-growing
illtop community, thriving on the
sravelly outwash left by the glacier
i0 long ago, recurrently crowns the
illtops of the undulating ice-ridden
lains.,

Level or rolling stretches of wet
rairie are laced in springtime

1s

with shining ponds threaded to-
gether in a waterway of winding
streamlets. When the grass grows
taller, the waterways are shielded
from the eye, It is then that they
furnish sheltered avenues for the
web-footed traveller. Encircling
the ponds are masses of yellow-
flowered, purple-stemmed, pungent-

cress stand upon the
sedge-formed hummocks. Vary-
ing the pattern of the flat wet
meadow, heart-leaved purple vio-
lets mingle with strawberry and |
golden squawwort, and here .m!|
there groups of white moccasin |
flower border the ponds. The floral |
pattern of the many-colored native
cover, just described, is but one of
the variations found in Jowa
prairie. With the advancing season,
the aspect changes. The tall,
supple grasses, fanned by the ever-
active wind, rise and fall in wave-
like rhythm like a green inland
sea beneath the expanse of gray or
blue above it. The dazzling light
reflected from the mass of leaves
Is sometimes softened by the float-
ing clouds which progressively
assemble in formation from the
far horizon, or merely fleck the
canopy with bars and patches
which play a while in space, or
lose their form in mounting haze

In the eastern meadows the pur-
plish or white shooting stars, the
rose-flowered prairie smoke, the |
wild heliotrope and the saxifrage
wave their banners. On the rough
or sandy western borders, the great
pentstemon gives the slope a pink-
ish glow and bayonet-leaved,
white-spiked Yuccas stand upright
on the loess cliffs and ridges,
where fragile creamy flowers of the
Plains Mentzelia open wide as 11n-|
mid-day light grows dim. |

Throughout the state at the
height of the growing season or
as the end draws near, the sun-
flowers, aster, goldenrod, roses,

blazing stars, and prairie clovers,

and gentians enhance the grass-
land with their color, and dying
down make their seasonal contri-
bution to the so0il as did their

relatives for centuries.

But Towa's coat is tattered now,

remaining only in patches here
and there where a few pioneer
families have protected and

guarded a cherished fragment of
this magic cover. The breaking of
the prairie is vividly portrayed by
Herbert Quick.

‘““The plow itself was long, low,
and vacht-like in form; a curved
blade of polished steel. The plow-
man walked behind it in a clean
new path, sheared as smooth as a
concrete pavement, with not a lump
of crumbled earth under his feet
a cool, moist, black path of rich
The furrow-slice was a long,
almost unbroken ribbon of turf,
each one laid smoothly against the
former strand, and under it lay
crumpled and crushed the layer of

Ness

grass and flowers. The plowpoint
was long and tapering, like the

prow of a clipper, and ran far out
under the beam, and above it was
the rolling colter, a circular blade
of steel, which cut the edge of the
furrow as cleanly as cheese. The
lay of the plow, filed sharp at
every round lay flat, and clove the
slice neatly from the bosom of the
earth where it had lain from the
beginning of time. As the team
steadily pulled the machine along,
I heard a curious thrilling sound as
the Kknife went through the roots,

a sort of murmuring as of protest
at this violation—and once 1n a
while, the whole engine, and the
arms of the plowman also, felt a
jar, like that of a ship striking a
hidden rock, as the share cut
through a red-root—a stout root

of wood, like red cedar or mahog-
any, sometimes as large as one's
arm, topped with a clump of rough
twigs and with clusters of pretty
white blossoms.

““As I looked back at the results
of my day's work, my spirits rose;
for in the east a man might have
worked all summer long to clear as
much land as I had prepared for
a crop on that first day. This morn-

ing it had been wilderness; now it
was a field—a field in which
one could plant corn, by the

simple process of cutting through
the sods with an ax, and dropping
in each opening thus made three
kernels of corn.”

In Towa, man has steadily trans-
formed the rich prairie soil, in the
course of a hundred years, into
farmland. Through his Ilimited
kKnowledge of conservation, much
of the rich top soil has slipped
away while he was not looking, and
now in considerable quantity
at the bottom of Iowa lakes
clogging the channels of formerly
navigable streams. The priceless
s0il was formed through the cen-
turies under grassland vegetation

lies

| by the incorporation of parent ma- |

terials (glacial till), plant and ani-
mal residues (organic material),

and by weathering through periods |

Page 31
of time, under varying conditions
Ol TU['IH;_:[‘HP}I}'

Type specimens of virgin soils
in various Soil Associations of the
state should be preserved for study
and comparison with the same
kinds of surrounding soils which
have now been cultivated for many
years.

The state of JTowa fortunately
now owns one such preserve or
type specimen of virgin soil and
plant life, consisting of two hun-
dred acres of grassland near Lime
Springs in Howard county. The
tract lies in the district where
prairie chickens were formerly
abundant in Iowa and was pur-
chased for Its significance as a
game preserve

Such areas have great value as
type specimens of native flora,
fauna, and soils. Selected areas
representative of each virgin soil
type should therefore be set aside
to safeguard the future of agri-
culture as well as for other edu-
| cational purposes. The Centennial

of Towa's
would be

entrance into statehood
an appropriate time for
any public-minded citizen to pre-
sent for state protection gifts of
prairie sod.

AUY YOUR LICENSE FIRST!

FISH AND WILDLIFE
SERVICE CHIEF

Here is a thumb-nail sketch of
Albert M. Day, who will become
director of the U, S. Fish and Wild-
life Service on April 1

Born in Humboldt, Nebraska in
1897, moving to Wyoming in 1900,
where his family became ranchers.

NEW

Graduate of University of Wyom-
ing with B.S. degree, majoring in
animal husbandry and biological
sciences. Entered the government

service 1n 1919 as temporary field
assistant in Wyoming, following
service with the signal corps during
World War I. In 1920 took charge
of rodent control in Wyoming, and
[in 1928 was placed in charge of
staff of professional hunters to
protect Wyoming livestock and
game from wolves, coyotes and
bhobcats, Transferred to Washing-
ton in 1930, and in 1938, upon pas-
sage of Pittman-Robertson act,
was placed in charge of the admin-
istration of this legislation. Since
1942 has been in general charge of
all field administration for the U. 5.

Fish and Wildlife Service.
Day has a splendid background
for the work which he will shortly

undertake. If he can enlist the aid
of sportsmen, who are prone to shy
away from this particular govern-
mental agency, much will be ac-
complished
LrA Wy ort IMvsmocrit
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The soft fibre lined nest of the Redstart
some quiel thicket,

Wildlife . . .

Their color affords a natural pro-
tection, and when they remain per-
fectly still, as is usually true, they
are most difficult find. In in-
stances where an accident has be-
fallen the female, the male has
been known to assume all the
responsibilities of raising his fam-
ily.

As soon as
are able to

L]
Lk

ducklings hatch they
leave the nest and
follow the mother. The Mallard
drake takes little interest in his
family, so the problems of feeding
and protecting the ducklings fall
to the mother. She takes them
into the water where they soon
learn to puddle and forage for
themselves

Although most of our wild ducks
build on the ground
lakes and marshes, the wood ducXk
prefers to build its nest in hollow
trees that may be SUrprising
distance from water Isually, how-
ever, the nest 1S iin'.thui in a tree
or stub overhanging water or situ-
ated close to it. How do the young
get into the water? It is thought,
where possible, that they drop in,
or else they fall to the ground
through encouragement of the
mother and follow her to the water
A wood duck's nest has been found
hay loft How the mother
to get her ducklings to
Knowr
unusual bird
that of
also as
The
and more
the male
to her for

nests close to

in a
planned
the

One

waler i1s not
of the
nursery arrangements 1s
the phalaropes, known
“swimming sandpipers.”
male is slightly larger
gaudily colored than

Every year is leap year
she is the aggressive during
the courting season. The male pre-
pares the nest which slight
depression the ground and lined
with grasse: 1'12?11:1:1!':'!'?1-1‘.'\" it 1S
not too good a _I--i'. but the
best he (¢ do. The does
lay the egg: but 1t is the male
who sits and incubates
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The nest of the turkey vulture
is located in a hollow tree, rock

cavity or other natural receptacle

The egrels cand herons nest in cr:_-lnni_ns.
where they place their massive slick-like

platiorms
erally in

where the eggs can be
without having to use

building materials
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about
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all
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rangr:
They

hunting

the

to prevent other
sh hawks from coursing over il
female

last

one or two of her eggs after a
one day intermission. Since there
may be as many as nine eggs in a
nest there is naturally a lag in
'.’;-'i'!t'hlll_g of some of the eggs.
Usually the first hatched hawks
large and strong enough when
the last laid eggs hatch that they
devour the late comers. Kven
those that hatched at the
time, one or two of them
outstrip the others in size and
welght bed they are guicker in
j;r':lt:hin;—_{ the food brought by the
parents. When the fledglings are

are
may
nmong

me

ause

yvoung they are fed on prepared
meat. This is flesh minus bones,
feathers or fur. As the young grow
larger, however, they learn to

swa'low mice and other prey whole
The bones and other indigestible
substances are formed into pellets

and ejected by the vyoung bird
through 1i1ts mouth, The parents
Keep the nest clean by carrying
away these pellets and by relining
the nest at intervals with grass
This practice of nest sanitation 1s

fairly common among most of our |

birds. Notable exceptions are the
turkey vulture and the screech owl
The nest of the latter becomes very

filthy from an accumulation of
pellets and excrement
Some birds construct very sub-

stantial nests that withstand wind,
rain and hail and afford good pro-
tection for the voung. Others are
very poor house builders and can
produce only a flimsy nest that
easily demolished by a high wind o1
beating rain.

1S

The mourning dove is in the
latter group. Its nest is usually a
saucered platform of sticks and

rootlets sometimes so fimsily con-
structed that one can see thrmlLil

it 51:1}'}1{- the bird does not have
the proper tools, for its bill and |
feet are rather weak and not

adapted for carrying and arranging
nesting materials. It has a most
peculiar way of feeding 1ts young

By a series of muscular contrac-
tions of the crop and throat the
parent regurgitates partially di-

gested food known as “pigeon's
milk."”
hill into the mouth of the parent
and literally drinks the fluid. Unlike
other birds, the dove does not have
to tilt its head to allow liguid to
trickle down its throat. Feeding
action can recognized easily,
for the parent bird bobs head

and body and twitches wings

b
its
Its

Florida Gollinule,
the other marsh birds, nesi

along with many ol
either on the
ground, or at lew elevations in well pro.
tected rush patches.—Tom Scott photo.

Hs

the young birds feed. Spring
and summer storms destroy nests,

eggs and young by blowing them
out of trees
The cedar waxwing is another

bird that feeds its young by regur-
gitating food. While the fledglings
are only a few days old they are
fed on fruit juices or soft-bodied
insects which the parents collect
and carry in their throats. After
several days the young are fed
whole berries and other fruits that
include skins, pulp, se2ds and juice
Few young birds are as well bhe-
haved those of the waxwing.
Compared with young robins, flick-
ers and hawks they are quiet,
served, and well-behaved.
adult waxwing is socially correct
and has even been seen feeding
the young of other species that
were calling for food. The bird
world does have its relief workers.
We do not ordinarily think of
a4 bird’s nest as being good to eal
Our common chimney swift has

a8

re-

The

relatives in China whose nests are
good food by

considered very the

S
e

";-f"i

s X ‘
Vet ,_- ""-.L
Younk turkey wultures, when hatched.

are naked and exceedingly ugly. They
soon acquire a coal of white down and
a very bad odor that may be traced o
the fact that their porents when leeding
them, regurgitate carrion in and around
their gaping mouths.—Tom Scott Photo.

Chinese. The swift has well devel-
oped salivary glands which secrete
a substance used as a mucilage in
holding sticks together. It is this

The young dove inserts its | mucilage which permits the swift

to attach its nest to chimney walls.
Its sticking qualities are very good
in order to support the nest, parent

'and from four to six young birds,

Another famous bird nest is that
of the crested flycatcher. Part of
the nesting material used is a piece
off snake skin, Sometimes
skin, if long enough, entirely
encircles the nest or is mixed in
with the grasses, rootlets and
other materials. Why is this done?
No one Knows yet.
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to offer our handshake
the back for Ira N
(;abrielson, recently retired chief
of the 17, 8. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, for a good job well done by a
faithful servant. Our best wishes
you, “"Gabe.”

We want
and pat on

Lo
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Naturalists have estimated that
the primitive population of heavers
in North America, in vears of abun=-
dance;, was b0, 000,000
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