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We, the people

of the State of Iowa, grateful

to the Supreme Being for the
blessings hitherto enjoyed,
and feeling our dependence
on Him for a continuation

of those blessings, do

ordain and establish a free

and independent government

by the name of the

State of Iowa

Preamble to the
Constitution of the State of lowa
Adopted August 3, 1857



“All political power is inherent in
people. Government is instituted for
the protection, security, and benefit
of the people, and they have the
right, at all times, to alter or reform
the same, whenever the public good
may require it.”

Article One, Section One
Bill of Rights
Iowa Constitution

The 29th State

The early history of Iowa, like that of her sister states in the East.
was one shaped by the struggle for conquest in the New World.

Fernando de Sota was credited with the first “ownership” of lowa
when he discovered the Mississippi River in 1541 and claimed all of
the land drained by the river and its tributaries for the Spanish
Empire. Early explorations by the Spanish soon waned, but were
rekindled over a century later by the French.

lowa’s first contact with the French was recorded in 1673 when
Father Jacques Marquette and Louis Joliet sailed from the Wisconsin
River into the Mississippi River where they sighted the bluffs of
McGregor, lowa. They continued to travel southward on the great
river and a few days later became the first white men to set foot on
lowa soil. Historians argue as to the exact landing, but popular
opinion, as recorded by Marquette, is that it was at the mouth of the
Des Moines River. Modern thought set the landing at the mouth of the
lowa River near Toolesboro in Louisa County. Marquette and Joliet
made contact with the Illinois Indians in the first recorded meeting by
lowa citizenry with the outside world. Then in 1682, L.aSalle found the
mouth of the Mississippi and claimed the river and its valley
(including Towa) for France, giving it the name of Louisiana, for the
French king, Louis XIV,

The eighteenth century was a period of successive wars in Europe
which greatly weakened the powers of the French, English and
Spanish. In turn, these Europeans found it increasingly difficult to
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economy. Credit was over-extended, foreign countries were unable to
pay war debts, and many farmers ended up losing their land through
mortgage foreclosures. In short, lowa experienced a great depression
several years before the actual market crash in 1929.

Herbert Hoover of West Branch, the only native Iowan to become
president, sought to help the farmer from 1929 to 1933. The
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1929 created a Farm Board which
bought and stored grain at peak prices and sold back commodities at
slow intervals to keep the markel from being glutted. President
Hoover also initiated the Reconstruction Finance Corporation and the
Hoover Moratorium on International Payments to stimulate overseas
buyving.

The continuation of the desperate economic situation, however, led
lowa voters to help elect Franklin Delano Roosevelt and his New Deal
in 1932. lowans were aided further in their economic plight by both
the state and federal government.

On the local level, two events helped the sagging economy. In
January of 1933, a moratorium was sel in which no further foreclosure
of property in default could be claimed until March 1, 1935. Although
no legal basis existed for the moratorium, the approval of the people
was to be as “powerful as the law itsell." Legislation enacted by the
1933 General Assembly placed banks under the state superintendant
of banking until they could liquidate assets to pay depositors, be
consolidated with another bank, or be liquidated and sold. It was
reported that under this act lowa depositors lost only 8.75 per cent of
their total deposits ($9,479,676 out of $214,599,413). These acts eased
the burden of the 1930s, and United States’ entrance into World War I1
in 1941 again stimulated agricultural growth. lowa had 141,358
persons serving in the Army and Marine Corps alone by the end of
1944. Aloysius Schmitt of Dubuque was the first chaplain to lose his
life in World War IT during the bombing of Pearl Harbor on December
7, 1941.

Recent Towa history reflects dramatic changes. One of these is

cindustrial growth in the major cities and the accompanying
population shift. In 1956, for the first time, census graphs showed the
rising urban line bisecting with the descending rural line, a
| phenomenon which had occurred on national graphs as early as 1920.
| lowa also now has plants of more than 130 of the top 500 companies as
| industrial residents.
| Through the 1960s until 1972 there was a continuing debate over
| reapportionment of the General Assembly. The debate was generated
|

largely by a 1964 United States Supreme Court decision, in the case of
Reynolds v Sims, which established the doctrine of “one man, one
vote”. The court required legislative districts to represent as closely
| as possible an equal number of people.
| School reorganization, always controversial, has made substantial
changes in lowa. Reorganization had reduced the 12,611 former school
districts to 452 by 1972,
lowa has been and continues to be a leader in agricultural
production. This fact, coupled with increasing industrial
development opening up more economic opportunities, makes lowa
truly “a place to grow.”

Stalehouse from the south showing the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument
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“The powers of the government
of Iowa shall be divided into
three separate departments —
the Legislative, the Executive,
and the Judicial . ...”

Article III, Section One
Constitution of lowa

Governing Ourselves

The story of the golden dome is not a static history of a building. It is
an active history -- the lively story of the people working under the
agolden dome. Those who have visited the Capitol have caught a
glimpse of the story by a quick glance into the Governor's office, the
Supreme Court chambers or the House or Senate. But the story is
deeper than can be appreciated by a quick glance.

In the Senate and House, the story is that of the intricale mesh of
conflict, compromise and hard work which yields the laws which
povern the State.

For the members of the executive, the story is that of the work of
fairly, but firmly, carrying out the responsibililies entrusted to Lhem
which protect, or assist the cilizens of lowa. The responsibility is
carried out not just by the Governor, Treasurer, Auditor, and
Secretary of State, but by all the public servants in the government.
This requires no small effort on their part for the government is large
and complex.

For the Supreme Courl it is the story of the continuing pacific
resolution of conflict. These conflicts involve the rights, lives and
property of the citizens of lowa. The conflicts are resolved by
adversary proceedings where educated minds and oratorical skill
combat against each other to attempt to produce a just result.

Here, perhaps, more of a feeling for the work and spirit of working
under the golden dome can be imparted.

The Governor delivering the State-of-the-State Message before a Joint

Session of the Legislature







drafting that the legislator has filed. The Legislative Service Bureau is
the principal agency in the Legislature providing research and bill
drafting services. In order for the draflter to properly express the
legislator's intention in the bill draft, il is necessary for the drafter and
the legislator to discuss intent and options in approaching the subject
maller.

A legislator receives ideas for legislation [rom a variety of sources.
One of the mos! crucial sources is the legislator's determination of the
interests of the people of his or her district,

Other ideas for legislation come from constituents’ letlers, news
items indicating what other states are doing. conferences wilh
legislators [rom other stales, and the legislator's reveiws of the lowa
Code for areas which need correction.

The House and Senale usually convene at aboul 10:00 a.m. The
Lieutenant Governor presides as President of the Senale. The Speaker
of the House, who is elecled by the members of that body. presides in
the House of Representatives. Each session begins with a praver.

The lirst order of business is the correclion of the journal from the
previous day. The journal is the official record of the House and
Senate. It states the votes on a bill, resolution, or other matter plus
motions and objections made from the floor of the chambers.
Important speeches, such as the Governor's State ol the Stale
addresses, are set forth verbatim in the journals.

During the morning session, a period for recognition of points of
personal privilege is often sel aside. Each Senator or Representative
who wishes may have up to five minutes to talk. Often these points
involve commentary on some recent news event or on a bill recently
introduced by the Senator or Representative. This period permils
[ree-ranging discussions which are not permitted in debate on bills.

In the Senale, the nex!l order of business is usually confirmation of
gubernatorial appointments. Under the law of lowa, appointments to
important  boards and commissions are subject to Senate
confirmation. These nominations are submitted to the Senate and read
by the Secretary of the Senate. An investigating committee of five
Senalors is appointed by the Lieutenanl Governor, These Senators
interview the nominee personally and make other inquiries into the
nominee's background and qualifications for the position, Later, they
will report their findings to the Senate. This report is considered and
is normally accepted as a routine matter. The nomination itself then is
considered. Debate on a nomination is much like that on a bill. There
may be persons in favor and opposed to the nominee. A two-thirds
vole is required for confirmation. This requirement of an
extraordinary majority assures the public that only well qualified
persons will be selected for governmental office. Only rarely,
however, has the Senale found a nominee by the Governor
unqualified.

Consideration of bills follows points of personal privilege in the
House and consideration of gubernatorial nominations in the Senate.
The order of consideralion of bills is determined by the calendar of the
body. As each bill is reported out by committee, it takes its place on
the calendar of the body or on the Appropriations or Ways and Means
calendar if the bill invelves anappropriation or taxation measure. The

The Senate in Session.

The House in Session.

























