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COMMITTEE EX DFFICID MEMBERS
MRS. ROBERT PIKE, Sioux CITy

MRS MYRTLE FELLINGHAM, COUNCIL BLUFFB
HUGD SAGOALU, DENIBON

HOMER STEPHENS, CLARDINA

MRS. R.R. RDBERTS, BRrITT

BERT STOLPE, Des MOINES

F. E. SHELDON, MT, AYR

LLOYD CUNNINGHAM, DEs MOINES
ETHELMARTIN, lowa CITY

ORA WILLIAMS, DEsS MDODINES
JESSIE M, PARKER, DES MOINES

- JOHN P. MULLINS, FONDA
JOHN W. GANNAWAY, GRINNELL RODNEY Q. SELBY, Des MOINES
MRE, DWIGHT S. HUMESTON, ALBIA (‘il . _l-r > T &
WILLIAM J. PETER N, lDwWa TY . .
WILLIAM J. PETERSEN, Iowa C: dofua Centermial Committee
MRS. F. P. GERNAND, VOoLOA
E. W, WILLIAME, MANCHESTE R LESTER MILLIGAN, MAsSON CiTY, CHAIRMAN

MALPH EVANS, DAVENPORT EDITH WASSON McELROY, EXECUTIVE SEC'Y
J. N. DARLING, DES MOINES

State Lyouse

fles Mloines 19, Jotua

To the Honorable Robert D. Blue, Governor of Iowa
To the Interim Committee of 1945-146
And the Jowa General Assembly of 1947

The Iowa Centennial Conmittee, created by act of the General Assembly,
appointed by the governor, and given nourishment by a }15,000 grant from the Interim
committee, respectfully submits the following report, prepared by its executive
secretary, Mrs. Edith Wasson kcElroy.

Your chairman can hconestly state that it was an unselfish, conscientious
and hard-workine group. Some of the sub-committees, like that upon stamp and coin,
gave an enormous amount of time ano energy to their work, without compensation,
and in numerous instances without filing for a single cent of personal expense.

You all know that, due to the activities of those three ruffians, iiessrs.
Hitler, lussolini, and Tojo and their henchmen, the committee started late and
without funds. In its January and February meetings of the very year to be cele-
brated, about all that could be seen ahead was high mountains without visible roads
or sign posts. There was no money, no headquarters, no starf -- not even a single
record from our celebration of the Territorial in 1938.

Yet the Iowa Centennial celebration was a huge success, because 1ts
people rallied to the occasion -- individually, by communities, by groups. They
surpassed even the fondest hopes and wildest dreams of the committee. The resulting
publicity at home and abroad was such as to make commentators and columnists pause
in wonder at what had broken loose in the Middle West!

The details of this wonderful out-pouring of Iowa spirit are summarized
in the following pages, which are¢ the official report to the committee and through
us to you from our executive secretary, u.rs. Edith Wasson Mclilroy and her assistants,
Mrs. McElroy was a find -- worked long hours at a modest compensation -- and
deserves the hearty thanks of our entire state.

Your committee has taken these extra months to close up its affairs for
two principal reasons: first, because it 1s most desirable that there be adequate
records of this remarkable year, not only for historical purposes, but alsoc to
guide similar committees which will be charged with celebrations in 1996 and 2946;
second, the completion of the sale ©of the Iowa commemorative half dollar. This,
despite some criticism from coin collectors, will stand as one of the most remark-
able of such sales in American history —— with most of the coins in the possession
of Iowans as keepsakes and your state in possession of a sum of money for a
Historical kemorial fund or foundation,

Since it was not ours and your fortune that we had the proceeas from the
sale of these coins for the celebration of 1946, it 1s indeed fortunate that the
act of Congress gave our Governor authority over the proceeds for Centennial pur-
poses. Suppose now that out of the total, one $5000 should be set aside at com-







pound interest for the sesqui~centennial of 1996 and another $5000 should be set
aside for the bi-centennial or 200th anniversary -- how those respective committees
would rise up and thank the old-timers of 1946 and 7!

The real record of 1946 is in the hearts and minds of our people and
those of our sister states. The following summary of 1its outward manifestations
is commended to you for your reading.

THE IOWA CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

Ross Burman, Burlington

L. B. Cunningham, Des lolnes

J. N. Darling, Des liolnes

Ralph Evans, Davenport

irs. hyrtle Fellingham, Council Bluffs

John W. Gannaway, Grinnell

Urs. F. P. Gernand, Volga

Nrs. D. S. Humeston, Albla

iiiss Ethyl E. kartin, Iowa City

J. P. Mullen, Fonda

Miss Jessie M. Parker, Des Moines

Dr. William J. Petersen, Iowa City

Mrs. R. B. Pike, Sioux City

yrs. R. R. Roberts, Britt

Hugo Saggau, Denlson

Rodney Q. Selby, Des Moines

F. E. Sheldon, Mount AyT

Homer S. Stephens, Clarinda

Bert Stolpe, Des Lioines

E. W. Williams, Manchester

Ora Williams, Des Molnes

Lester Milligan, Mason City, Chalrman
P.5. It appears that aboutl
$1000.,00 of the $16,000 available
( $500.00 for each year wznd the
$15,000 from the interim committee)
will be returned to the stzte =rzasurer,
(See financial report.) Than«<s to SO
many who for little or no eXxpense
DID SO MUCH.
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bringing together the persons best qualified to make such selection, leaving the
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mode ol oreganization to their choice in conformitv with local conditio
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A very good response was had to these letters. Follow-up letters from
neadguarters were, of course, necessary in many instances, and where this method

organization dian't produce results, the executive secretary contacted local
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communitlies or celebrations. 1th two exceptions, every Iowa county had some

tvpe of definite centennial oreganization functioning before the close of 1946,
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to hold a statewide rally in Des lclnes on April Z29Y. 1:1ss Parker reported that

1ad gone to county superlintendents urging them to Iorm county commnlttees,
and she recommended that these chalrmen, county and co.nnunity, meet 1n Des Jolnes
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An all-day meeting at Kirkwood Hotel was arranged. The morning session

was devoted to panel discussions of how local centennial committees could pucli-

cize their observances, with representatives of press and radlo participating,
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and to reports from communities already planning celebrations.

At the luncheon meeting, MacKinlay Kantor, distinguished author and
journalist, and former Iowan, was brought to Des Moines from New York, to
1naugurate the centennial theme "Every Week in 1946 is Old Home Week in Iowa,"
and serve as practical demonstration cf how Iowans successful in other parts of
the world, m1:ht be used as featured speakers in community celebrations,

The afternoon session was devoted to presentations by various state
department reopresentatives of cooperation possible to community centennial cele-
praticns from state sources.

The Jomen's Department of the Des woines Chamber of Commnerce presented
Jr. Kantor at a dinner that night to which civic groups and representatives of
orcanizations over the state were invited. The centennial theme was featured in
costume and music. This meeting was designed to serve as a pattern for similar
dinners over the state, and many similar to 1t were held tnroughout the centennial
year.

90 counties were organized at the time of the statewlde ueeting and over
four hundred representatives of county centennial organizations and interested

workers attended the rally.

PUBLICITY

'L -
-
q
D
}-—-
-
-
§
i
.
Y
—
-
i
-"1
(1)
3
.
'—

bulletin was sent during the year from centennial headquarters
. : i . 'amN] a A T 4 Vel = -H S -~ ar < =Y ] 5 ~ ) l al> lrr = L-un.
1N the statehouse to centen | ‘comn C s, wilbrarians, ealiors, chambers of

commerce, and civic groups ana inaiv ' Lnter ed in centennial observance.

It was desioned to arcuss centenni yshayy . with particular emphasis on local

@F

&
)

t

e _ - - S iqm € N2 f ideas between communities
observance, and erve as 3 i Be : »Crian 1 : tween communlitlies,

4)]
| —

It served also as a means : rovi1iaing Jl -0—30 methods for those en .:.;a,q,e:';d 1N
4 . - - ! - 4 - . 1 ot o alb e I - SDACEe
Organ131n8 centennial celebratlons. Hlienteen Irull d four Page S1n¢{ ’1e~-5Spac d

mimeographed copies were mailed each week soing into every community 1n the state,

~ e 8 e C ~nl11ead t.o ) 0, i ;L" O
A V:’E’EKly news lLLUr WAas cil-.)._! “""ll" ;llt;.u LU IL Wa nLHS ayerS f‘ll" 11. .Ln

L

timely news items both current anc i historical, and a series of historical articles
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accompanied by illustrative mats was supplied JTowa newspapers.
Special releases were sent several times weekly to news associations and
to radic coamentators with up-to-the-minute news of particular centennial 1lmportance.
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Vore could have been done in the national field, had the Committee's time
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not been limited by late organizat since magazine and radio programs plan thelr
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campaigns far in advance, and it takes time and effort to contact these publications
their advertising agencies, and directing

inclusion of matsrial,
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However, the national program was more successful than was anticipated,

pj'.u
=
{ 2
i._.l &
ct
IO
}___l
4Y
.\‘:
4,
-
o
p—t
;5_1
-
I"I-J
.r[-‘
b‘l“
"
4 T
}.
L-.:
'.-.1
C
—
)y
pde
-
Q
=
+
D
-
0
r—...
—
(
-
ol

wa, within ana without the
state's borders, and added impetus to the statewide movement to promcte Iowa,
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magazine and radio programs unable tC include centennial material in 1940, have
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Jowa's centennial had generous response from national radic programs,
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Seript and backeround material ifor many ol these programns were furnished from

1

centennial headquarters. Included in national programs saluting Iowa were Quaker

Qats, Phillips Petroleum, National Farm and Home Hour, Frea Waring's Pennsylvanlans,
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Internatiocnal Harvester's "Harvest of Stars," the Amerlican Dalry Assocliation'!s
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transcription of an historical dramatization originating in its studlos, Stations
WSUT and VOT. with others. carried at intervals throusnout the year, historical
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reviews of Jowa present r colle stud s and staffs. tation KXEL of Waterloo
twice each week presented "Stories Ol rly Life in Iowa." Ava Johnson, tne

Y

- = - e N el & :|. ~ ' = 1)
nerous nNotlcCt Ltoo, TO UnNe€ Committee!S news

Tu'"-J;LE‘J J;u..-*h-_)t. 1 ar_vr'[,c.irlt

—b
v
-
| 4
-
»
.
!
—
L3
1
&
-
.|
-
r
[
-
-
-
[ "~
'..t
o
r
'
L
.
—

releases and in promc

)

: . e 3
ALLentvlioll ana tne Uimllt e L

a2
-
L
{
o
I:—f
,r'f\
L
e

: i - - i P LES 1 ~ T
in bringing the centennial Progiall

-
-
——
5\
¥
Fl
k'--.
P .
¥
-
-
3
L |
”
[
.
-
¥

both grateful and ap

THﬁQuL "-u.n‘n L..;j;T: : 3

1 TO
SPEED RETURN OF I“.n

L

the summer months was

r—
\J
o

. S A S N TR TAD S SN schect led
A C&lf&ﬁd-ﬂr _,»1 lL,J.h} -L,’.__-__L'r_*)('I"r.J.T,_.-_,,IJE] SCInN 11€(

Pl ' .1 ascencies throughout the natlion by tne Committee,
supplied to tourist and travel agencies ULNTOUS

t bk amacte ' A el n]lans v t 10 I“i”iil'S
to help former Iowans and others 1nteresied, in their plans for si g ,




centennial celebrations.

o
ot

Eighty motor clubs and

Automoblle Associati

on were g:

to a number of railroad and

west CO

east ana

™ i ™
r += = §y 1 =~ - ol | e t i ¥ "l
particular tourls iLngcerest.
Ll
TOWA OENTENNTAT STALP ANT OO
VA CENTENNIAL STALP AN |
ERVALF e L l‘l LJAiViV AL I W OL ML ANLL fl A &Y
'FT_ b u e ':: 4 e = L ¥ ‘I 'r'i
i I‘-h— o £ - '|1. II.- ‘—I A ¥ - 4 ' i
~ "1 - ™ ' W T ik | ¥ -
Chl 44 - § WJALULL LIS A S W B i g R
- - - - L 1
r L - td - ==y - ¥ -~ 4 - b ™
--Ldrl ,J el 4N J. Lo e il Ml l & i s - A L 4
= — 4
- r - - - - i " - 1+
L™ 8 | | i \__,lt ¥ i _1 - lb-.. A A i - W L A

T«*."i-"" 1' g ¥ Y ]
A bt ¥R "..1 ; ' L . .- et
" - -
- + & | i\' - -~ - = - .T -
C'f:.;ur....L i 1‘ ..,4.1"._, 4 A4 i L R ! et L o L
F & - 3 1 1[ ?.. Y....t_,_ 1!1
Tal s - o =" - ' ¥ -~ | P
LCilS.L-,J: I“'-.__-' ! @ Nl L9 e LA A i
: ; f {.‘ ~ = o ‘i f-‘ =T & -‘-I —y ._- — . 1 - - | '1 I-\. ¥
d-‘-— A ‘-...-r'-.-.l;l.- oo L =2Llo 2 . e 4 -

stamp enthusia

Department. The pattern originallj
Blashfield's "/estward" which nangs
state capitol, was rejected Dy Ul

The selection of the famou Antln

of a fourt

e e

L

[1— _'_fr cal—0

seconded by Iowans in every part Ol

=

Iowa City, because ol 1tsS

28 the sl1lie O1

history was selected

Ltravel

e L (K e

1

L
1

% \ i
] - - - - » = ¥ i F *- \ b - .-y " £ - L
cravel agencles wlithn neadquarcers on tne
= aATTTmarnt L 1A L} \ » 1 L o=
LS LA U a‘fi..» CA o ”tj..l 1 B IﬂA 4_1\.1 v ..-EJ_.:J. -‘I-.; - ad i O
aUp i e e S ial celebrations of
& a_.-I. \l ...-'I - I A 4 A4 ’ .-...;T - & A L :._.L. s C LK 'r 4 1 A :.II-—" o
: : . , . 2 ystaoce stamc
L | i i * | i I : i t =i [ 4. CL L S ) T_. r ¥4 w L il h.rl!
§ * # - - ™ - s e
] 1 " N 1 J_ b J;"H' s L -11' A - rL 1:_‘) '-.-I'J.*._..Li.r_"
' | Dr l1iam J. Petersen of
| s L] W - M e e '_- - ] d B o ‘—-} S L
1 - L4 * — : — . P ‘;’ L . }
L ! A - - - i i & ~—:--r \ L: = = 1 - B i Llrolil a &
L i & L . |-‘\
9. feieials of the
,I‘ . -L - . -.. - & J‘ - = . . = _.i. [ - oy I 1. ] l'

~ =
Stha s fforts 12 b=
i l 1 - L L i 4 | ) N L LW - 1 ...J‘-._J.
~ .
I A
£ o liverv | 7 "nd bearing as 1t1S
b . - i L3 L. T re i 1 i - —_ . - - (-
"I a * + L]
. # : 3 - - r"‘q
& S :‘T.‘ af L 1 *. i b [ S'L _i'l..-"-.__. e Nl
A L -
. *
t r } \ O YS1 1 D1 Séen I‘.11
e =iyl T | r . - - St A - r s L™ | | - L o il
A CA i\ M i . \
3 | 11 £y I T o PL-: oT e - ‘-l."w
\ I ' Ari I ) LA I . k ¥ 1N L] lJ_. e el W S l.l‘ Ll
s ¢ + At 2R »
' 3 | ~ ﬁt -
Opernatl Wwltil U JOL1 ] States Postu Qlllce

| " i~y = ] = " 1 ! -
At tne €40 1 Ll r'<at valrcase 1l LOWA' o
a ) . e I + - .
st off] 15 toC licated for reproduction.
__ ) - & - - J e . - — -
r Hal= AN ; t f C i T = ‘r—:['l J’r_lr-*'q,t l rl
. ta.ll.'- \ JILULL A X A== = . | i - -y "

- w = e 4 —-':r-'~' "\r |
. a.lt.; L- ) ..1.7"-. i Wwas 44 Wi .u-l D de A I, }_ L .:..J-Ly

ate.

» e~ = 3 Y - Al ala : @ 1 W r‘ ’ -'_|l
historic¢c significance 1n the stale

% - 1 \
- - ] - ¥ - - % N - ! i - | Fat

. . -~ y - k 1 -l"_. LS - C b [ = i "t
T,‘,- f_,l L:..- TL ..L 1 -.... ) t" T Al _J\ ._:f' Yt s s -.-L L= -..L l = - .-"L -JI- + B A = A et i 1




- | ince as th: day cn which Iowans 1n 184
the polls and ratified the constitutic

—
v

O went to
A ' i d B
) " L]

A = am 1. ] :
| -

i F F
L e ks ale A

T

¥ - = -
{...-J'-. b i i ;- i ™
! el = - l\) » ..I. :1-.-._:5 OI l(—‘/"'.;;nh..;’, 4 . 9
smD enthusiasts I ammed 1
x.,.h].l.;r ! e bl b W ’ | i \
AOY e

1 ] L
aB=2al, . P t, ~ ot
i AW o W d 4 _J A l.r‘».) - | .if__
1 = T 4 ¥
. ~ - Tl . " ., . v N % P i~ % d . y i = F L - * %
. ] p--l- k =~ 1T | ) I = 1 ™ r - y Y Ir,I'l
L A Y . ? - -' lﬁ"‘ - e wu .ib.,..i I.,[.-" 0 - - | 1.-.' e’ & A St % it b " ‘ ;1' t.-.} I. hl*hr .L -
~
% T I.r‘_ ._...rl-..
L ULUUL T W ®
] c‘ L | - — 5 - » . o
o~ ~ - v 1 - e - += | ~ - ~+ * . . ' —_— o Yo il =
:1 l— > I‘I‘- ! il __,_-'I f - L i ‘Jn.- L & & 1 . s f If L b A bt iL 4 Y .Ts_ | S _L - L L 4 _Ar.l .| _J—r__r-
L] L] Y L] " Y L] 1] - % 5 W
al - s L r 1 - - O v"" ~ - - B : . - - » ¢ v~ - | | =7 s ol : 5 W i 1 " &+ -, + !"“" " 4 } ' N -, + r - 1 e
t, : - gy s A .1 r. - L A\_}n'\. , ,:i- e e | L F A W A A a ke . . . . - '!'I g S S ‘“hb s Yo i - A o e’ & & & ¥E S A w i o et W o e '
L] " T [l 1 W ¥ # 1 + L
T = - - = - - - - ! Tl on F =2 - & w " e . 1‘ - " " e T8 o~ ' i ¥ ™ 1 P"_'lI_“
31 - Y o * 1 F 1 Yy y * v e B i » " ; Al J ¥ ¥ " } } 1 [ =S 1} \ \ -
y - Lo L- .-.Ttlhl .._,-I 4 e A & ] ‘-1-,.“; L sk i i . ' e @ 4 . L e A & 4 s BW N i 4 & A A | i L 3 J‘- . = # i d A e h' - Sy —‘l - o Lt e L &
B g | i
1 ™ - e . # » '\."‘ T T . T & -~ o
.rl._i ,.Ilt. Ltbr kv Ll W o LA " L 14 e S5 8 .
4 ) . , ; f T it ors 1616
L T, . PR | , feature writers, and
TAT FEREIFS e F - . H Lo J' i 1 - 1
. . . o <4 T p— . - 4+ | atroar t 1ale
r r r. c:,_. r + 1 ‘.- 1 1 \ | r i | i | A . L & - L a.'. - FF Ry A |
; elw Rl B8 Ve a4 ¥ 7 ¥ RS . . L 4
* = " " -
& T L i i . . 5 B Y - | e B ey y * " rmra
- _'+ ~ e -1 'c.,‘"‘, ! & . - 1 I T - 1 A 4 A A A <k 1 s e, A de & A - '\-..-"I' A 4LL)
1-"'! b e s e 4 A i L L S i - R - - - 4 1
. - = #= N 1 . "™ ™
.,,,"“‘w I‘\' - raatdn i all= = | - - - 1 'I‘ 1 1 =3 :1 11 ] i L s ke i
¥ e .I'J; ¥ ) et W A ¥ L. % § ' A4 A s - . - - . .
lawr of the sale 12w 4o tf
i ) & vl W T b @ ! Lot & 4

.
¥ " W - " . ¥ Y'\c-: L -
e & i - El - W e 4
.
~ T -'*i . | —— ’ iy
ar .l r'] _L i
R L L - N - e . e - ’ -

> | © 11T P
¥ il e Y Nl FRY Q¥ Y
total sold '

§ - ]
r e \ 1 Y* o | ';L =1 Al tr"i;,
i b i A i L 9 i i - N & & - , '} -
- % (| " i v -
L P o~y | i * [ ] .
T. y ) o ! i \ P - 1 =
¥ ) ot T e b : - b
n
r v - { T v meentn g &
] [ ] - I *
o 3 b . ” - 'r‘l F 1‘ ll | - Pl &
/ ~ - - - = 5 ' 1} | * J ! 1 I ' A ]
[ i
e - N - - - Cl 4 & e L
- v - W - 5 W - -
. - - - % b . B re ) *1+T'. r\‘. Se
T -r.. 4 F . > — | = r - L & L ' r | il { 1| 1 @ 1§ 1 il £ L
vils Uadut - D , | . (LK L A L - . ~t .
- . = - & L A& =
.
1 " - Y .r oy
L | - = - - - L l . : ¥ I_