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COMMITTEE EX DFFICID MEMBERS
MRS. ROBERT PIKE, Sioux CITy

MRS MYRTLE FELLINGHAM, COUNCIL BLUFFB
HUGD SAGOALU, DENIBON

HOMER STEPHENS, CLARDINA

MRS. R.R. RDBERTS, BRrITT

BERT STOLPE, Des MOINES

F. E. SHELDON, MT, AYR

LLOYD CUNNINGHAM, DEs MOINES
ETHELMARTIN, lowa CITY

ORA WILLIAMS, DEsS MDODINES
JESSIE M, PARKER, DES MOINES

- JOHN P. MULLINS, FONDA
JOHN W. GANNAWAY, GRINNELL RODNEY Q. SELBY, Des MOINES
MRE, DWIGHT S. HUMESTON, ALBIA (‘il . _l-r > T &
WILLIAM J. PETER N, lDwWa TY . .
WILLIAM J. PETERSEN, Iowa C: dofua Centermial Committee
MRS. F. P. GERNAND, VOoLOA
E. W, WILLIAME, MANCHESTE R LESTER MILLIGAN, MAsSON CiTY, CHAIRMAN

MALPH EVANS, DAVENPORT EDITH WASSON McELROY, EXECUTIVE SEC'Y
J. N. DARLING, DES MOINES

State Lyouse

fles Mloines 19, Jotua

To the Honorable Robert D. Blue, Governor of Iowa
To the Interim Committee of 1945-146
And the Jowa General Assembly of 1947

The Iowa Centennial Conmittee, created by act of the General Assembly,
appointed by the governor, and given nourishment by a }15,000 grant from the Interim
committee, respectfully submits the following report, prepared by its executive
secretary, Mrs. Edith Wasson kcElroy.

Your chairman can hconestly state that it was an unselfish, conscientious
and hard-workine group. Some of the sub-committees, like that upon stamp and coin,
gave an enormous amount of time ano energy to their work, without compensation,
and in numerous instances without filing for a single cent of personal expense.

You all know that, due to the activities of those three ruffians, iiessrs.
Hitler, lussolini, and Tojo and their henchmen, the committee started late and
without funds. In its January and February meetings of the very year to be cele-
brated, about all that could be seen ahead was high mountains without visible roads
or sign posts. There was no money, no headquarters, no starf -- not even a single
record from our celebration of the Territorial in 1938.

Yet the Iowa Centennial celebration was a huge success, because 1ts
people rallied to the occasion -- individually, by communities, by groups. They
surpassed even the fondest hopes and wildest dreams of the committee. The resulting
publicity at home and abroad was such as to make commentators and columnists pause
in wonder at what had broken loose in the Middle West!

The details of this wonderful out-pouring of Iowa spirit are summarized
in the following pages, which are¢ the official report to the committee and through
us to you from our executive secretary, u.rs. Edith Wasson Mclilroy and her assistants,
Mrs. McElroy was a find -- worked long hours at a modest compensation -- and
deserves the hearty thanks of our entire state.

Your committee has taken these extra months to close up its affairs for
two principal reasons: first, because it 1s most desirable that there be adequate
records of this remarkable year, not only for historical purposes, but alsoc to
guide similar committees which will be charged with celebrations in 1996 and 2946;
second, the completion of the sale ©of the Iowa commemorative half dollar. This,
despite some criticism from coin collectors, will stand as one of the most remark-
able of such sales in American history —— with most of the coins in the possession
of Iowans as keepsakes and your state in possession of a sum of money for a
Historical kemorial fund or foundation,

Since it was not ours and your fortune that we had the proceeas from the
sale of these coins for the celebration of 1946, it 1s indeed fortunate that the
act of Congress gave our Governor authority over the proceeds for Centennial pur-
poses. Suppose now that out of the total, one $5000 should be set aside at com-







pound interest for the sesqui~centennial of 1996 and another $5000 should be set
aside for the bi-centennial or 200th anniversary -- how those respective committees
would rise up and thank the old-timers of 1946 and 7!

The real record of 1946 is in the hearts and minds of our people and
those of our sister states. The following summary of 1its outward manifestations
is commended to you for your reading.

THE IOWA CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

Ross Burman, Burlington

L. B. Cunningham, Des lolnes

J. N. Darling, Des liolnes

Ralph Evans, Davenport

irs. hyrtle Fellingham, Council Bluffs

John W. Gannaway, Grinnell

Urs. F. P. Gernand, Volga

Nrs. D. S. Humeston, Albla

iiiss Ethyl E. kartin, Iowa City

J. P. Mullen, Fonda

Miss Jessie M. Parker, Des Moines

Dr. William J. Petersen, Iowa City

Mrs. R. B. Pike, Sioux City

yrs. R. R. Roberts, Britt

Hugo Saggau, Denlson

Rodney Q. Selby, Des Moines

F. E. Sheldon, Mount AyT

Homer S. Stephens, Clarinda

Bert Stolpe, Des Lioines

E. W. Williams, Manchester

Ora Williams, Des Molnes

Lester Milligan, Mason City, Chalrman
P.5. It appears that aboutl
$1000.,00 of the $16,000 available
( $500.00 for each year wznd the
$15,000 from the interim committee)
will be returned to the stzte =rzasurer,
(See financial report.) Than«<s to SO
many who for little or no eXxpense
DID SO MUCH.
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introduced in the Assembly on larch 16, 1943, authorizing the governor to appoint
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bringing together the persons best qualified to make such selection, leaving the
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mode ol oreganization to their choice in conformitv with local conditio
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A very good response was had to these letters. Follow-up letters from
neadguarters were, of course, necessary in many instances, and where this method

organization dian't produce results, the executive secretary contacted local
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communitlies or celebrations. 1th two exceptions, every Iowa county had some

tvpe of definite centennial oreganization functioning before the close of 1946,
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to hold a statewide rally in Des lclnes on April Z29Y. 1:1ss Parker reported that

1ad gone to county superlintendents urging them to Iorm county commnlttees,
and she recommended that these chalrmen, county and co.nnunity, meet 1n Des Jolnes
L0 dlscuss countv entennla observance and express tLhiaelir cplinlions as o how the
e e Mg L.l+4. },' oy PN Wi ] }
Ir u (™~ o~ o] ™ 22 - ~ O al, 1 A =S ala _I" i L = = -' I ri(* e Tha no --"Jt lI‘l 1\ ~ S t < ,..hI“Jn.'.:r - l"':'o
N 1 L IlT_ F_-_-[']IL‘_ {,__;'a.,JJLIJJL_J._tLC - L __l_LL,L rt_ I.Lut Aouw Lo UAlIVT e Ldi'S Ll © : LE="* - ) S i -t
as a general publicitv promnotion for the centennial celebrations.,
- - "~ L - .| A e -1 F ™ e i " - 1|-l.I r 1.1" - 1aTa . ] S - | : N F
An all-day meeting at Kirkwood Hotel was arranged. The morning session

was devoted to panel discussions of how local centennial committees could pucli-

cize their observances, with representatives of press and radlo participating,
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and to reports from communities already planning celebrations.

At the luncheon meeting, MacKinlay Kantor, distinguished author and
journalist, and former Iowan, was brought to Des Moines from New York, to
1naugurate the centennial theme "Every Week in 1946 is Old Home Week in Iowa,"
and serve as practical demonstration cf how Iowans successful in other parts of
the world, m1:ht be used as featured speakers in community celebrations,

The afternoon session was devoted to presentations by various state
department reopresentatives of cooperation possible to community centennial cele-
praticns from state sources.

The Jomen's Department of the Des woines Chamber of Commnerce presented
Jr. Kantor at a dinner that night to which civic groups and representatives of
orcanizations over the state were invited. The centennial theme was featured in
costume and music. This meeting was designed to serve as a pattern for similar
dinners over the state, and many similar to 1t were held tnroughout the centennial
year.

90 counties were organized at the time of the statewlde ueeting and over
four hundred representatives of county centennial organizations and interested

workers attended the rally.
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T

accompanied by illustrative mats was supplied JTowa newspapers.
Special releases were sent several times weekly to news associations and
to radic coamentators with up-to-the-minute news of particular centennial 1lmportance.
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Vore could have been done in the national field, had the Committee's time
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not been limited by late organizat since magazine and radio programs plan thelr
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campaigns far in advance, and it takes time and effort to contact these publications
their advertising agencies, and directing

inclusion of matsrial,
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However, the national program was more successful than was anticipated,
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state's borders, and added impetus to the statewide movement to promcte Iowa,
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Jowa's centennial had generous response from national radic programs,
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Seript and backeround material ifor many ol these programns were furnished from

1

centennial headquarters. Included in national programs saluting Iowa were Quaker

Qats, Phillips Petroleum, National Farm and Home Hour, Frea Waring's Pennsylvanlans,
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Internatiocnal Harvester's "Harvest of Stars," the Amerlican Dalry Assocliation'!s
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transcription of an historical dramatization originating in its studlos, Stations
WSUT and VOT. with others. carried at intervals throusnout the year, historical
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reviews of Jowa present r colle stud s and staffs. tation KXEL of Waterloo
twice each week presented "Stories Ol rly Life in Iowa." Ava Johnson, tne
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living, To the public-spirited men and women of Jowa, the Committee bequeaths

the rare privilege of nurturing and keeping strong and sound the pride in Jowa's
past which came to life during the centennial year.

| 242 major celebrations and 386 minor observances were reported tO
centennial headquarters. These figures by no means include all the centennial
programs in Iowa. Many were not reported to the headquarters. The classification
major" and "minor" is loosely applied to dis inguish beti..een organized community
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From its inception, the Committee sought to intensify this aspect of
our thinking and to point out the need to consolidate our history while it still
lived in the minds and hearts of living men and women. Committee publicity wa:
directed to this end, outlining possible projects not alone for consummation 1in
our centennial year, but throughout the years to come.
1e community. History begins at home was the

kevnote, The men and women who came from arcund the , world to build the communlity

were the men and women who built Towa, Without the story of each ccmmunity, the
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programs, school programs, magazines and newspapers, and a host of similar publicity.,
The story of the flag, accompanied by a mat, was sent out to newspapers all over
the state, and a mimeographed copy of its history made available to inquirers,

The centennial committee urged civic groups to present the flag as a

centennial contribution to public buildings and schools in thelr communitiles.,

Rusiness and Professional 7omen's Clubs, Federated Clubs, Chambers of Commerce,
Parent—Teacher Associations, Rotary, Kiwanis and like groups, gave flags to thelr
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comnunity public buildings for both lndoor and outdoor use, anc 1t 1s the committee's
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brations. Each celebration closed with speclal rellglo iICe,
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many instances, all churches joined 1n a single program. Llany Iouai<ﬂmiruhes oloc
served their own centenary, as the founding of a church was tne initial act 1n
establishineg the vast majority of Towa communities. The birth of the church 1n
Towa was simultaneous with the birth of the state.
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Mayors of many Iowa communitles in conformance with the program outlined by the
Iowa Centennial Commnittee designated the cay for recognition of the progress of
Towa agriculture and community life during the past hundred years.

Towa libraries organized vasl resSources of material on Iowa's century
of progress and made it avallable 1o their patrons. Speclal story nours were
planned to introduce Towa children to the lowa story. The Drake Library of Center-
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The lasting value of the Towa public school contribution is impossible
to estimate. From big city to country crossroads, the schools used the centennial
motif to bring Iowa history alive to their pupils. The variety of the approach 1s
endless —— pageant, play, art, music, poetry, SONg
or the entire program, the Department of Public Instruction laid a

strong foundation in 1ts Centennial Handbook with supplemental material issued
from mor.th to month, on which the public schools from kindergarten to graduating
class developed as diversiiled results as did each community in 1ts own celebration,

- .- 9 L] L 1
' ‘ e T=1= delalele =Bal r 1o 1] Dhevr
The influen ~f t.h Work adone py CnurClles school and lliprarics 1o JL,jJn.d
_k{ut_r WJL.. .i-.‘. L:k-_ . i A WU A4 I A W }

] -5 -
: iy e st Ml Rl dE
. - b =y e - L o - ¥ .: >N s al=Ni ‘ ' ,_“ . _1“‘:!,_;_ f\_ T._ = ..". ® .'1_*'.- :-_ 1 ‘_’ _l- L f: ;‘.-.l_—‘br\ L 2 ¥ r_ \.J.J;il* |,'-_|_§"' ‘1 l 'luL @
tj\’tlﬁllﬂt__:" -':_- 1.,;'... ;-__',T;_L_._.,;. e Ll I-.L .J. -....:, e 8 s

f
'I--i
—
—
>~
—4

| ‘ tiuities. the Committee chose this theme as the motlif
raplv in its activitlies, the LCommltleec LU=
Lds o

- a . P ~ Liw » ¥ ¥ : - __p-.._. = = - - r- i 1, -.
1 27 i a amnalt on not onlvy to bring rormer Towans home for tne centennial
to originate a campalpgn notv ollLy LU L

o
-4
-

- y | 5 5 - - .‘.' A
i ide 2 | Wi adition as a continuing bond of allegiance to
2 deep sense of pride in the lowa LIadliLAbil @s & =EEs _

born in

:r‘-
—
Ba?
| -
——
I’
(D
-
(
1-\..
5
>
8
-
I.:-—+
v
-3
P
T
T
-
(0
V|
.
L
-
—‘
o |
, &
p—
U
=
L1
™
e
(-
-
ak
—
)
-
Q
—
e
-
=

I - s P - " ! ? : I'n. sl A I:. r‘L|'-.- \-.* l.'- -:l ‘:| I'h' 1 H-‘|r‘-1S
‘ = el R ol B - & T \TAT O ;-._,-J 1{-:_'1‘[“‘-\‘ ': :._j-—’ - j;i:'{'.',dr] _ I t_ :‘; (1A |rT e % rl {"'-'_h J-l -J-_nw -ht h.i.t :l..'-.....- N
tE*{J I:-"(x}l ‘s 1I1l# \' iri‘l J.L veEill _;,_-.-'H’ o | J Wk WA N v , }
' -he yes Governor B
: T et s +hem to return auring the year. Governor Blue
went to college alumnl urging LICH LL
et & waf | S o - e 1 -
& L - L __—“ . L \ .q. = - = ~ _f-“_‘. i _._1
| : omnittee 1n eX ding a nation-wlae invitation to i1ormer
-.*.«‘\.*;nl_—-.r'; ‘t"rﬁle /'. r'[;*,r',.-—-,l-‘ rll ( . \ !Lbl":{-? .lIa u},\L_-n ...J.t
L = —-'; 4 4 W e A oA o e s e - e s b E -
S/
\ i lh"".!"l —y a r." ™ ™
Yy N + F ot B ¥ |1I‘I'1 'r'-. :'1 # r 1 "-: *__‘.'I_:_ t; {_,‘ ‘:'1_]— 4-.1-'L O ‘__-I:_':I"_'_l -\I\‘F .‘_Lrﬂl I.“H'LH -
._J‘.[I.J. LA/ WY L 4 e ,_:___I J 414 3

f -'--"'- - ! * el - o . I f 1 * L ] | L] r '| ¥ | ™ .|. w B | 1 Tl -': ¥ 1 T - AT o= - F : . . : . % - ,t -
L L l - :' . .- - "-."- ‘.h e : —& -I l L- .-. 'II .11 I- .-J. 1 ;;-ull - ¥ il .-l. Lj -i L i lI 1.1— e A r 1: f_ I--.-‘ Ry " - ’
\ I o . c i ] .‘ ( i l - 1 !‘ . 1 I I - . I r ]
i .JI-. & e L o -_] e & & . - | I & I J‘ ] | l

3 [ |
iy & . . : SR LY ‘ orv A N o -he
- P o - 11._," y 7y O I.-l.l.r Ej.i 1 1L;J.I‘.'_l." Ei! :'_. *._.'.l i‘ L & 1:_1_1_ _—:3 I‘ 'L:L,,_,."_.. L.i]ul Iltl\.}l | H.-lr; L‘ll.'i:l L I]
eranddaughter ol Ansel DL L5869y HHH
M
: * bhAarnar at 14 =0 ad*
el ’ s n C "y T { glels _J‘Y_r L U 5::'9 LPLL.L
: S ) ’ ~4+ sl 2l OhSH TV 210 WILO ‘:-Lj‘lf't‘:,[‘-j'rr"'k"l = LA U SU ::Ji Lol 1 ’
t‘er‘rltirl FL.l C Sjfiubclilllal ol - 2

celebrations.

103 aitton and composed by ileredith Willson,
"1"-"“;:_ rJ.JSLiiL**lL: U i—‘- L "“-‘l I“_'_' L"i) “T‘Ltvbn ana co M /

i~ . . =r : yimyg L s - - P AT
= ' . —~ "W o '}1 Sl t:lﬂl'f] {-;-fi-l-r-._l.:_ll L"t‘r.t,*_,l;hl,,ll .kJElJ...L.. ad LJrr t;[lj L,O;lejjntt_,ee
fOI‘.mur‘i}ji 'I:,JI :-,'J'E_i:;:"h’jll -._'__,__J,_ 1_,2.'?” J b - Na’ W LW R .




D5

and sung with the Corn Song at hundreds of celebratlons.,

-

A search was instituted for the child with the longest line of Iowa
forbears, and to Wapello County went the distincticn of having two elghtn gene-
ration children.,

Towa centenarians were soucht out and their names placed on a Centennial
Honor Roll. Farms belonging to Iowa families for one hundred years Oor more were
marked with special markers and honors pald the men and women who lived on them,

I . " - al \ - - i -, N a - e '-‘| f ~ W - "y Y ] T ~ aip " ~ ¥V ™ ~ ~y ‘-r";- ™ - -4 F:
Thls Fﬂﬁ;‘ﬁft was | iTILEdLLifl; successiul 1n eastern lowa and was conaucted 1in 20

- T 1 £ " T.7/7% ol = - - -

counties by the Cedar Rapids Chamber ol Commerce. tation WHO sponsored 1t on a
" 1 . ’ ) . L e it - - N < 1 ! - - - - L . . L = == - : - %

statewide basis and presented present-day owners of 100 year Iarms 1n a Seriles of

~ . ~ 11 7 -t 1t alelo A 4 | 2 wraar! o ' -~ Fhe BFvaaAdeoaaet s Y COMD AW T 4d
T'Z-'t:I”SuEE:.l raglo appc al allCeo . M LIIEC Y cdl o Ll VeC ’ sl DI0dllaoud rl~ L Upjc ixlf awal'de
- - - - L

N
-
-
—
J
9
N
’_ -
4
b
f_-\.
o
[ ]

Speclal Ccée rtificates slignea DY

" » & . y » . - 1 _.L 9 = 33 A . 3 N o < = o ] o '
history and this iniormatlcn 15 MOIe€ readily gathered now while many »f Towa's
pioneers are still living.

CENTENNIAL HIGHLIGHTS
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centennial enthusiasm.

THE FINE ARTS

llusic dedicated to the centennial was a popular by-product of the year.
Karl King, Iowa's march king, introduced his latest composition "Iowa Centennial™
at Fort Dodge on flag day. It was played throughout the summer and featured at
the ITowa Centennial State Fair,

Roscce C. kann of Council Bluffs introduced a lively song "Iowa" at that
city's frontier days celebration. urs. Laura Wright of Knoxville wrote a song
honoring Iowa's state flag with music arranged by Ruby Gifford of Drake University.

Representative Bowers of Union County responded to the need for a centennial hymn

with words of his own, using the air "America the Beautiiul."
1T A1 3 : - " - . ; ' - ~ 4 . " ~ T - ;'- " ) . B - "y - ' - i1 ~ l
Towans are a literate people, the cent ennial year :.-I‘Oi,ilur?fJ a
pumper crop DI poetlry. 1TSS quallity wWas S urprisinglLy gooda, -and 1t cau ~'j1’1t, 10
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perman:nt mold the deep pride ana ailleCuloll of Towans ifor thelr state. we Cdll

here do little more than comment cn it. The clippings that crowd our Poetry folder
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are from newspaper, magazine and airwave. ilany are as yeu unpublished. The whole

will go into the archives as the expression ol our people in the centennial years.
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(;reat fictlon takKes fOrn morec ;Luuly. ;tlﬂlhxn-x¢fﬁalf some writer 1S

FERPEY!

forming out of the miracle of Iowa's first century ol progress, a novel which will

catch the spirit of Iowa and imprison it for unborn generatlons. First novel to
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appear is "Young and Fair is ITowa! by Rev. Ur. M. M. Hof fman, distingulshed
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historian of early Iowa. Its background 1s that ol early northeastern lowa.

Not by an Iowan but about lowans, 1S5 the robust volume "The Wallaces of

: : A - S I ek v Riisce »A and rmibhlished bv Houeht:
Towa," a Life-ln-America PIlac book, by Russell Lord and publishea Dy Houghton

LMA1ffl1in Company of Bostor The 51':-"-1‘5* of three {?E;'-IW.E:I‘Elt'i-:.:r“;.S of Nallaces covers the

years of Iowa's history as a state. Hattie P. Elston brought out in bookform this

sunmer, titled "White Men Follow After," a series of newspaper stories on the

Okoboji-Spirit Lake region. The annual reports and surveys of various state depart—
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ments and colleges took the centennial form and include 1n summarlized form much
detailed information of Iowa during the past 100 years.

Nor did the arts po unnoticed in local observance., Centennial editions
of local newspapers carried columns of good local writing, both poetry and prose.
Storm Lake held an exhibit of paintings by early pioneers. Sac County held a
poetry contest as a part of 1ts observanc The paintings of Grant Viood and Iowa
artists received particular notice throughout the year.
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in a project sponsored by the Feed Institute ol Iowa. Through publications and
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radio programs, the organization portrayed 100 years' activity in the development
of sound farming pract :
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Historical Society 1n Iowa City.
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The Committee early undertoox tne formation nf a SpeakKker's Bureau, This
was set up on a district basls —— Dby congressional districts -- in order that
speakers might fill engagements within easy traveling distance of home. Letters
were sent to lowans rcpruae;tjnx a wide variety of activities inviting them ToO
of fer their services and volunteers were also requested., The list was mimeographed
including name of the speaker, address, subjects, and similar information, and
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mailed to program cha2irmen.
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A special grant from the legislative interim committee made it possible
» 3 1+ ~ 1 2115 1nst ction departme O prepare ¢ 1storic and
for the university's visual instruction department tO prepare an hlstorlc ¢

scenic film of Iowa for use by clubs and schools 1in centennial programs. The movle

"our Towa" comprised 1200 feet of 16—mm. color film with commnentary in sound, The




. et —n -

~2 8-

slides included 137 color pictures of historic, scenic and industrial scenes 1n
Iowa. The series was accompanied by a study and lecture guide. The series was

very popular throughout the centennial year and is in contlnuing demand.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Commemorating Jowa's admission to the Union, the Library of Congress
prepared an exhibit of pictorial and documentary material on Iowa history from the
days of the Indian to the present. The exhibit was supplemented with photographs
and op&neﬁ to the public on December 15 with the lowa Congressional delegation 1n
attendance, and Senator Hiclenlooper as featured speaker. The photographic exhibit
is now on tour throughout lowa,

Towa's centennial was also featured in a speclal Sunday afternoon program
on October 20 in the Jefferson National yansion Memorial in St. Louis, Missouri.,
The talk was illustrated with the historic and scenic slides and movie of Iowa
supplied by the Department of Visual Instruction, and lecture material was supplied

by the Iowa Centennial headquarters.

TOWA'S OFFICIAL BIRTHDAY

In December, Governor Robert D. Blue issued a proclamation declaring

- ~ A Rl A o P v . ~ VO | . ' ar 0 - } = -~ e ' —rr
December 28, Iowa Centennial Day, and urglig that all Iowans observe the day with

P
special recognition 1n honor of our pioneer foreiathers.

T

A script prepared by J. A. swisher of the State Historical Soclety was

T
wd

mailed to all centennial workers suggesting 1t be used all or in part, or as a

L

theme, in special commemorative centennial services 1n Iowa's churches on December
29

The day itself was centered by the of ficial birthday party staged by the
Iowa Centennial Committee in the 0ld Stone Capitol at Iowa City with Governor and
Mrs. Blue as honored guests.

A special radio presentation by University of Iowa students using the
broadcasting facilities of Station WSUI was broadcast from the Senate Chamber, The

program was transcribed through the courtesy of Station WHO, and was re-broadcast
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throughout the day. Originating at 11:30 a.m., the program was channeled direct
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.

to a number of Iowa stations and those not participating in this broadcast, r

{)
broadcast it at various intervals through the day. Eighteen stations participated.

Governor Blue spoke on "Iowa, Today and Tomorrow.'"

A luncheon in Hotel Jefferson followed the program with Governor and

Mrs. Blue, President Hancher and other University officials, and representative

state officials, together with the Iowa Centennial Committee as guests. Iowa's

birthday cake, lit with 100 candles, was cut by Mrs. Blue.

Russell Van Dyke, news commentator of Station KRNT conducted a broadcast

interview of the luncheon.

BATTLESHIP TOWA CANCELS CACHETS

S
-

The Battleship Iowa as 1 the Jowa centennial, cancelled

self-addressed, stamped envelopes mailed to the ship before December 28, with that

date using the battleship's postmark. Thousands of Iowans avalled themselves of

the privilege of adding this unique cachet to thelr collections.

CALIFORNIA'S IOWANS
CELEBRATE CZNTENNIAL

From everv corner of the United States come reports of Iowa centennial

celebrations. Lontana Iowans observed the centennial with a mid-summer picnic and
were aided in their program plans by centennial headquarters. Harry W, Christy,

? Secretary of the Lewistown-Clarkstown Iowa society, presented a Centennial Commemo-—
rative Coin to Governor Robins of Idaho, on behalf of Governor Blue and as an

The University of Iowa

(L

expression of goodwill from former lowans in that state.
Alumni Club of Chicago observed statehood day with a luncheon as did similar groups

in New York, Boston, Philadelphia and other distant cities.

California Iowans with their usual enthusiasm, paid special tribute to

the state's birthday. At the picnics this past summer of the two big Iowa
Tele-

societies in Los Angeles and Long Beach, centennial programs were arrangea.

grams of greeting went from lowa Centennial headquarters to both groups.
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Statehood Day was observed with particular emphasis. The Iowa Association

of Southern California having well over 100,000 members held a banquet featuring

ieredith Willson and his centennial ballad, Iowa, as well as other Iowa-born movie

stars and notables. Among the guests were lr. and Mrs. Frank Sellman of Newton
who appeared as Iowa's Happiest Married Couple on the "Bride and Groom" Radio
program that day which featured Iowa's centennial. The Iowa Assoclation of Long

Beach entertained officers of the Battleship Iowa as its speclal dinner guests.

Earlier in the year this associaticn presented an Iowa flag to the battleship, and
in return was presented a battleship flag used on the trip from Newfoundland to
Teheran when President Roosevelt was aboard, and later carried 1n the Pacific

War zone.

Of ficers and men of the

9.

attleship Jowa ir turn extended an invitation
to all Iowans in California to the ship for a big ship's party on December 29 as
their contribution towards centennial observance.

CENTZUNIAL BALLS

Admission Day occuring between Christmas and New Year's made 1t an
appropriate occasion for holliday gayety. 1ln a number of communities, centennial
balls were featured. Many of the guests made it an occasion for wearing costumes
of the forties, and dances and SOngs of our grandmothers and grandfathers were
interspersed with more modern rhythms.

L

KERNELS OF THE TALL CORN

Iowa Press Columnists awarded honorary "Kernelcies" of the Iowa Tall Corn
to John Nelson, master of ceremony ci "Bride and Groom" radio program and to Tom
Breneman, master of ceremony of nBreakfast in Hollywood," for the pair's service
to Towa in giving nationwide publicity to the state's centennial celebration.

Leredith Willson formerly of Mason City, now a well known Hollywood
personality, made the presentation.

Both programs featured the centennial for several months preceding and

gave it intensive recognitlon on December <8.




=]

LOOKING BACKWARD ON HAWXZYELAND

As 1ts farewell gift to Iowa, the Committee is bringing out a twenty-four
page, lavishly illustrated and beautifully printed booklet entitled "Looking Bagk-
ward on Hawkeyeland." Tt will go to Iowa schools and libraries, and to historical
collections throughout the United States, as a memorial to the state'!s hundred
years of progress.

The brochure was made possible through the generosity of the John iMorrell
Company of Ottumwa who gave the Committee permission to use script and cuts previously

used in the Morrell Magazine, and to Dr. William J. Petersen of Iowa University,

Committee member, who authored the Morrell script and wrote the additional material
and collected the i1llustrations for the eight pages added to the original editlon,
The Committee wishes also to extend its particular gratitude to Mr. L. O

bl B

Cheever, editor of the Morrell Magazine, for his generous assistance 1n organizing

the layout and supervising the printing of the booklet,

Compact and authentic, the book presents in easy reading style, the story
of Towa's first hundred years and answers a longtime need of the schools for a simple
easily understood history of Iowa. It will be distributed before the Centennial
headquarters is closed. An appropriation of $2000.00 was made from Committee funds
to pay for its cost of production and distribution,

IOWA CENTENNIAL LEMORIAL FUND

of 100,000 coins minted and delivered to the Comnlttee in December, 360
remained on March 27: funds on deposit totaled $§201,107.20. Deducting unpald
charges of the Treasurer's office for registration and incidental expenses approXi-
mating $3500.00 and Committee charges approximating $2500.00 leaves a balance of
more than $195,000,00

The Treasurer's office did a tremendous amount of work not included 1in
these charges. All moneys were handled including returns both of funds and colns
from the bank distribution, as well as a vast amount of correspondence and detail
work which the Treasurer and his staff contributed as a public services Offlce spac

was also provided for Centennial Committee employees working on the distribution.




FINANCIAL STATEMENT

TOWA CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

January 1, 1946 to March 31, 1947

Appropriation by 50th General Assembly for blennium. . « « « « o & » 1,000,00
Appropriation from Interim Committee o « . o « ¢ o ¢ o« o o o o « & 15,000,00

Expenditures January 1, 1946 to March 31, 1947

SRLar1es v o » o ¥ 5 ¢ & 5 @ & a @ F,.u...f 96,91
INAYBL » & s & & 6 & & & &% % @« © 1j5  12
sphone and Telegrapn. . « . . & 162,25
ostage and EXPresSS. « « o o o o o 1006, 35
Newspaper Clippings. « « « + & o & 369.09
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Appropriated from funds 1or Centennial Brochure . « « s = 2,000,00
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#*This item includes only postage paid out for mailing xp,licaﬁicna and direct
prun otion of the coin. It does not include the postage expended on the large

orrespondence involved. 1Tne salaries include only those paid to employees
It does not include any charge 1or the regular

L AN

Spr_r:_;_ o full time on the coin.
staff which spent a tremendous amount of time on this project.

"This is a liberal estimate. A considerable portion of it will no dggbt be
added to the sum returned to the treasury. It is placed high to provide for
unexpected demands, and to cover the cXpPeEnSc of closing the headquarters and
makihf a final report to the county centennial ;rganL;ati2@5? the I;waﬂpru§5,
the expense of the final committee meeting, and to write Iinis to tne Committee!s

many and varied activities. It 1s po
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sible, also, that not all the $2000,.00
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approp riatc d for the Centenn 8.l rochure wW1ll Dbe CXPC nadcd. I A8 noped the

final balance will exceed ﬁlpUO.uu.
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