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The percentages in Table A3 do not total to 100% because of the way the 

offenses were counted. Persons may have been arrested for more than one type 

of offense on the same occasion. The totals at the bottom of the table do 

indicate, however, the proportion of arrestees who can be considered 11 recidi-

vists". The proportions in the PTR and bail samples in both Polk and Linn 

counties who are recidivists are rather similar. The pretrial releasees (PTR) 

in Polk County were rearrested 29% of the time while in Linn County 24% were 

rearrested. Among the bailees 42% in Polk County and 48% in Linn County can 

be considered recidivists. This can be explained in part by the pretrial 

program policies whereby if a person had been released to PTR on a previous 

occasion he would be considered a high risk if rearrested, and therefore, 

would not be recommended for release to PTR but instead would be required to 

post a cash bond. 

If "careerists 11 are defined as persons who were rearrested on two or 

three occasions for the same type of crime, Table A3 shows that 59.5% of the 
, 

Polk-PTR arrestees were arrested for the same type of crime, 73.2% of the Polk-

bailees, 80% of_the Linn-PTR sample, and 66.6% of the Linn-bailees. In all 

samples, the persons who connnitted only property offenses were the predominant 

category, with 40.6% of the Polk-PTR releasees who might be labelled "property 

offenders 11
, 46.3% of the Polk-bailees, 52.0% of the Linn-PTR releasees, and 

53.3% of the Linn-bailees who could be considered this kind of careerist. 

Other patterns that are suggested by the findings in Table AS and which 

require additional study of criminal careers are the following: the combination 

of violent offenses and property offenses appear to be more common than the 

combination of violent and drug offenses (this has also been noted in Boudouris, 

1976) ; property crimes combined with violent offenses appear to be more frequent 
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than property crimes combined with drug offenses, at least over the brief 

careers noted in this study. 

This research is meant to be heuristic and further study is needed of 

the hypothesis. Rather than considering only three points in a person's 

life, a more longitudinal study would be useful. With the data system that 

has recently been implemented by BCE, ongoing studies of the corrections 

system and the careers of persons going through the system will be possible 

in the future . 
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