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Hot weather taking its toll on fish
MEDIA CONTACT: Ken Hessenius at 712-262-4177 or Kenneth.Hessenius@dnr.iowa.gov or
Chris Larson at 712-769-2587 or chris.larson@dnr.iowa.gov.

The end of summer is the worst time for underwater dwellers. When temperatures are high
and oxygen levels are low, fish and other water critters are particularly vulnerable.

“We have received several reports of small summer fish kills at many lakes, ponds and a few
streams throughout Iowa,” said Chris Larson, fisheries supervisor for the DNR in southwest
Iowa. “We have also had some fish kills caused by pollutants.”

Seeing fish swim erratically and aquatic plants or algae dying are signs that a natural summer
fish kill could occur. As aquatic plants die and decay, they remove dissolved oxygen from the
water.

“These partial summer kills rarely kill all fish in the pond or lake and in a couple of years it will
be back in balance,” said Larson. Usually large fish are more likely to die from low oxygen.
However some small fish can be affected.

In the hot days of summer, even small amounts of polluted runoff can cause problems for fish
and other aquatic organisms.

“Historically we see more pollution-related fish kills in August and September,” said Ken
Hessenius, supervisor at DNR’s Spencer field office. “We’ve investigated four fish kills in the
last two weeks. So we want to encourage farmers, pesticide and manure applicators, and
homeowners to be extra careful when applying chemicals, fertilizers and manure.”

Take these simple precautions to protect your waters:

·  Avoid applying chemicals and fertilizers before it rains.

·  In town, remember storm drains go right to a stream—past spills have been caused by
draining home swimming pools and rinsing chemical containers.

·  Follow pesticide labels for application rates and disposal. Some pesticides are toxic to fish
at concentrations of less than one part per billion.
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Call the nearest DNR field office or the 24-hour spill line at 515-725-8694 as soon as possible
to report a fish kill. Quick reporting can help DNR staff identify the cause of a fish kill and
potentially stop a fish kill in progress. 

DNR enforcement actions
MEDIA CONTACT: Ed Tormey, DNR, at 515-725-8373 or Ed.Tormey@dnr.iowa.gov. 

DES MOINES – DNR staff work with individuals, businesses and communities to help them
protect our natural resources by complying with state and federal laws. This approach is very
effective. In the few cases where compliance cannot be achieved, the DNR issues
enforcement actions. The following list summarizes recent enforcement actions. Find the
entire, original orders on DNR’s website
at www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/AboutDNR/EnforcementActions.aspx. 

Consent Orders
 A consent order is issued as an alternative to issuing an administrative order. A consent order

indicates that the DNR has voluntarily entered into a legally enforceable agreement with the
other party. 

Butler County
 City of Allison

 Compliance schedule to upgrade wastewater treatment facility.

 

Administrative Orders

Responsible parties have 30 days to appeal the order or 60 days to pay the penalty.

Clinton County
 Clinton County Area Solid Waste Agency

 Comply with solid waste rules governing operation at the facility and pay $10,000 penalty.
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