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IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION
STATE OF IOWA

The extension of library facilities to all the people of the state is
the aim and purpose of this Commission. Its energies and activities
are far-reaching, being devoted to the extension of library facilities

¥

throughout the entire state, rather than the building up of a local-
1zed central institution. In other words it is a centrifugal force.

tending from the center, in the library work carried on by the state,
rather than centripetal. The necessity for a strong central (Refer-
ence) library, where students and readers may come with assurance
that a large and choice collection of the literature of subjects may
be found on the shelves and available for research and study, is evi-

dent; this has been provided in the admirable State (Reference)
[aibrary, which is under the management of an ex-officio state
Labrary Board.

The Inbrary Commission, on the other hand, directs the extension
work throughout the state, encouraging and aidine communities
to provide local public collections of books for the free use of all
the people, under the provisions of the State law: struceline libra-
ries are encouraged and fostered ; hicher standards of book selection
are encouraged and the service that Iibraries may render communi-
ties, 1n the making of more intelligent citizens, is emphasized.
At the same time small towns and country neighborhoods that for
finaneial reasons, cannot establish and maintain publie libraries. are
provided with the best of literature by means of the Traveling
[abrary, under the direction of the Clommission.

For almost ten years the Library Commission has been actively
engaged 1n the general plan of work briefly set forth above. Many
variations have developed in methods, means used and specific ends
to be accomplished. Encouraging results have followed and the
development of the library interest in the decade has been most
gratifying, though there remains much new territory in the state
undeveloped.

The number of free public ibraries now in the state number 106.

One or more may be found in every county in the state with the
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exception of eighteen, as follows: Adair, Allamakee, Audubon, But-

ler, Clayton, Davis, Fremont, Hancock, Keokuk, Louisa, Ringegold,
Shelby, Taylor, Union, Van Buren, Wayne, Winneshiek, Worth.

However, 1n the county seat towns i1n several of these counties there

are Women’s Clubs or Liabrary Associations that are maimmtaining -
braries by subseription, or otherwise, which will doubtless eventually
seek the municipal tax and become free public Iibraries. Among
these are Audubon, Exira, Corydon, Garner, Knoxville and North-
wood. In some counties there 1s more than one free publiec hibrary
to the county, thus making the total more than the number of
counties (99) : among these are I.inn Co., with four, and O’Brien,
Story and Wapello counties with three public libraries each, while
several ot

;

her counties have two. The total number of libraries that
are being developed as association or subseription libraries 1s
forty, the purpose in many cases being to vote a municipal tax as

soon as practicable.

¥

Organizaing. The meed of trained help 1n properly entering,
classifying and cataloging the books in the new libraries and: in-
stalling a modern loan system, has made the services of the Organiz-
ing assistant, sent out by the commission, one of the most welecome
alds provided by the state for the small library. Help has also been
oiven in this way to some of the older libraries in the work of
reorganizing in conformity with present requirements.

188 Alice C. Mann, a graduate

K

- The work was first in charge of N
of the Illinois Library School, who showed great ability in develop-

ing the plans for securing the best results in a brief time for each
library visited. The quality of her work was highly appreciated and
applications were filed with the Commission 1 advance for her
services for a larece number of the small libraries. Miss Mann re-
siened to acecept a more lucrative position in Illinois and she was
succeeded by Miss Caroline V. Langworthy, of Dubuque, also a
oraduate of the Illinois Lanbrary School. Miss Langworthy resigned
after almost two years in the work to accept a better position in Ar-
kansas, and was succeeded by Miss Ida L. Lange, the present Or-
canizer, who came to the Commission from the Staff of the Library
of the State Umniversity of Ilhnois.

B

During the biennial period the Organizer has visited the follow-

ing hibraries, giving close work, daily, to the technical organization,

Y 3

for periods varying from a few days to four weeks In some 1n-
stances: Red Oak, Wellman, Rock Rapids, Stuart, Sanborn, Shel-
don, Humboldt, Emmetsburg, West Branch, Pella, Rockwell City,
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r Eagle Grove, West Liberty, Villisca, Eddyville, Hawarden. Clarion.

| Clear Lake, Eldon, Colfax, Chariton, Centerville. In a few in-

| stances the F'ield and Reference Assistant went out for this work.
New libraries. During the biennial period the followine towns

| and cities have voted the municipal tax for a free public library :

-

| Galva, Grundy Center, Paton, Sac City, Sibley.

New bualdings. The following libraries have occupied new li-
| brary buildings during this period throuch the ocenerosity of Mr.
| Andrew Carnegie. In most cases dedicatory exercises were held
| though 1n some instances the books were transferred from the old
| quarters to the new, and the library opened with no public exer-

cises: Clarinda, Humboldt, Lake City, Laurens, New tlampton,

Onawa, Red Oak, Rockwell City, Sheldon, Woodbine. The Onawa

bullding was the joint gift of Mr. Carnecie and Judee Addison

5

—

Ohver, each oiving $10,000.00, and the latter also olving a book
fund of $10,000.00, the income only to be used in the purchase of

books.

| rrospective buildings. The following libraries have received
| offers of buildings from Mr. Carnegie, and in some instances plans
| have been ;,.-.;ml.{m_'[ and the f!ll”t{i}l;_{h‘ are 1n process of construe-

tion: Grundy Center, Osage, Osceola, Missouri Valley, Sac City,
Spirit Lake.

Inasmuch as Iowa libraries have received generous recoenition

from Mr. Carnegie in the number of buildines he has provided
within the state, the following summary is eiven :

Carnegie public library buildings now occupied. ... ... 68
Carnegie public library buildings in process. ......... 6
Carnegie. college library buildings. ................ 8
Buildings erected by local gift ................. 20

Rural extension. The law under which publie libraries may ex-

tend the free use of books to those l‘t'*r~;ii|il];.':‘ 1n the country adjacent
to the town or city, has been operative a sufficient time to test, 1n a
measure, its efficiency. It is undoubtedly a decided step 1n advance
In the library development of the state. Interest and even enthi.
stasm have been aroused in the townships where the work has been
maugurated in Page, Story, Cedar and Monona counties. by the
Clarinda, Ames, Tipton and Onawa libraries. In the Onawa li-
brary, unusually favorable conditions exist for such rural extension
work, as Judge Addison Oliver, who has done much for this library.
based his original gift of books on the condition that the hibrary

should eventually become a county library, and has furnished funds
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for the purchase of duplicate copies of popular standard books and
provided for other expenses in beginning the work of book distribu-
tion to certain points in the two co-operating townships. A branch

Library has been established at Castana, where the citizens have

entered heartily into the plan, and have provided a reading room
and funds for magazines and reference books. A deposit of about
300 volumes 1s sent from the Onawa library for general circulation,
the collection being changed every few months for other books.

T'he schoolhouses are also being used as distributing centers, small
collections of books for children being sent to these.

r

['he Tipton library is also using the schoolhouses in the co-

operating township as distributing points and also reports a large

use of the library by individual borrowers residine in the township
who come drectly to the Tipton library for their books. The Cla-
rinda library has utilized neighborhood centers in farm houses for
placing general collections for neighborhood reading. Other
librarians have interested townships in the plan but have not
attempted to place hibraries in the country neighborhoods in the
manner suggested above. These are Boone,  Grinnell. Nevada and
Woodbine.

Fxperience has shown that the state law regarding township
extension has in 1t great possibilities for broadenine and strength-
ening the library work of the state, but it has also shown that it is
necessary that provision shall be made in the law for the continu-
ance of the co-operation between the township trustees and the
public library board from year to year. In other words. after the
township trustees have taken action to levy the tax and have en-
tered 1nto contract with the library board to provide books free for

the residents of the township, this co-operation should continue
until the residents shall by petition, or otherwise, inform the town-
ship trustees that they desire it discontinued, and the law should
be amended to this effect. The law was originally enacted by the
Thirty-first General Assembly, Chapter Fourteen. after having
been amended very much from the original bill. Tt was so faulty
as to be moperative, and was amended by the Thirty-second G. A.,
Chapter Sixteen. The law as it appears in Section 729 of the Sup-
plement to the Code, and in Section 592 with amendments is orven
below.

Powers of Library Trustees.

Said Board of Library Trustees shall have power to contract with the
Trustees of the township in which the library is situated, or of adjacent
townshins. or with the trustees of governing bodies, of any neighboring
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towns or cities not having library facilties for the public, to loan the
books of said library, either singly or in groups, upon such terms as may
be agreed upon in such contract.

Power to Contract for Use of Public Libraries.

Township Trustees

The Township Trustees shall have power to contract with the trustees
of any Free Public Library for the use of said library by the people
residing outside the corporate limits of the town or city in which such
free publie library is located, upon the same terms and conditions as those
granted to residents in said town or city, and to pay such library such
an amount as may be agreed upon therefor, and may, at the April meet-
ing, levy a tax not exceeding one mill on each dollar of taxable property
of the township outside the city or town in which such library is located,
the fund derived therefrom constituting a special fund to be knuwn as a
library fund, which shall be used for no purpose other than is contem-
plated in this section, this being additional to chapter ten (10) of title

four (4) of the Code.
City or Town Councils—Power to Contract for Use of Public Libraries.

They shall have the power to contract with the trustees of any free
public library for the use of said library by the people of the city or
town not having the use of a free library, upon the same terms and con-
ditions as those granted to residents in the city or town where the
library is located, and to pay such library such an amount as may be
agreed upon therefor, and to levy a tax not exceeding one mill on each
dollar of taxable valuation of the city or town for payment therefor. This
shall be additional to chapter four (4) title (5) of the Code.

Swmmer Labrary School. Kach summer the Secretary of the
[abrary Commission conduets a Summer School for library train-
ing at Towa City under the joint auspices of the Library Commis-
sion and the State University of Iowa. FKor six weeks instruetion
1s given in the fundametals of library methods, with the needs of
the inexperienced librarians of the small libraries especially in
view. Emphasis 1s given to technical matters relating to the organi-
zation and conduct of the hibrary, such as classification and cata-
loging, 1 order that our libraries may be effectively organized to
render the best service to the people. Much time 18 given, however,
to the book side of Iibrary work by means of lectures on book selec-
tion and evaluation, and the work with the children is especially
emphasized. The recognized place of the public library as one of
the factors in social betterment is of such sienificance, that it is
hoped that more lectures may be provided on what may be termed
the human side of the library problem.

The 1nstructors for the session of 1909 were Mr. Malcolm G.
Wyer, Reference Work; Miss Harriet E. Howe, Cataloging and
Accession ; Miss Isabella M. Cooper of the New York Public Li-
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brary, Classification and related subjects; Miss Edna ILiyman, Li-
rary work with Children. TLectures were given by members of

the Library Commission and by visiting librarians, and by Miss

Brown and Miss Tyler of the Library Commission Staff.

The session of 1910 had the followine instructors: Mr. Malcolm
(1. \\f}'tél‘. heference '\\'m*k; :\[i\;r'-; ]"_i:_*l‘l'h;l ’T. H;'lll(lﬂ“ t"lf Hlt’" ('_1;11"111_‘_Lti1‘
Labrary, Pittsburg, Cataloging and Related Subjects: Mrs. Karen

(&

M. Jacobson of the Library of the University of

(Chicago, Classifi-
cation and Related Subjects. and Miss Edna Liyman, Labrary Work
with Children. TLectures were given by Miss Linda A. Eastman.
Vice Librarian of the Cleveland, Ohio, Public Library: Mr. Chal-
mers Hadley, Secretary of the A. I.. A.: President MacLiean of the

]

miversity ; Professor Shambaugh, Superintendent of the State
Historical Society; Mr. Johnson Brigham, State Librarian: and
other visiting librarians. Miss Tyler, Director of the School. and
Miss Margaret W. Brown, the Vice Director. cave lectures through-

out the course on practical matters of library management.

LIST OF SUMMER SCHOOL STUDENT

1909.
AT O TS 0T e AT N e e e Clinton, Towa
/U H 0D 0o al 03 i e e I S Sl TN s S T S Fort Dodge, Towa
e 558 T SV AL 2] o B R VR T 18 L B T . i e o S B S K'ulton, Ill.
AW LY G T Ty e T e s e e s o e oty S S Oregon, Ill.
D e R T O T e e el e e et ool B s B, S Joliet, TIl.
HaC KOt B ) G e ML i s e oo, e b~ R o [Lake City, ITowa
AL S ] Z 1y I e e e e Lot o e e arinnell, Towa
H Az, N T 6 B e e e i eis o e ety P s B Monticello, Towa
JON eSS, N A T T Y e o A i b e SRR s i e L Clinton, Iowa
Kalhy MES. 2AMTCOUAR = inill oo ot (LI g el s bl B s el Springfield, Il1l.
R0 00K BT LT UREY - 4 55 1o ekt 3 AR 5 s Ay 3 £ o B0 G oy A e B Davenport, Iowa
Matiioarny §HNOraiEds. e b e e e B o e S ... I'ipton, Towa
Plarce; N ellio M iy et p s e aiye - ol S o e o Lo Joliet, IlI.
eV el I T R o e 0 ahs aeto te taye ey o oot e M e e e B i Rockford, Il1l.
S N O e S G I T By S o - ot L IR, o s i Council Bluifs, Towa
S NEll N e Eer, (GIACE: o)</ we o s inaalsislalesie aienltie il 8 s EUT DO 1A G S EOWA
SN IAS I BIAT CIRRRIEY v it ot ot ol T i e e ol Sl 8 e Monmouth, TIll.
DISSON, {GELERMAE AT i ol i i eis vis s siite s etes L R DAV EN DO OWA
RO AT d e DI o o o e L e P e 1 e e ) Moline, Il
B R (oY e B I U 0 e e o e et rel s Bl Bosns DL s 0 R e Newton, Iowa
WL O R O I o T e o o e s o s e L o e S e oS o oy, SRS U Grinnell, Towa
WilHamm s, Bz e T T o - o s e toe oo tak o, o e s ora i e b PR Vinton, Jowa
X e INEZLOR, (ST ACECM L . irvrers siiia o are s et S ot R R Storm l.ake, Towa
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1910.
B R O T H A T R O e o bt T s e L e o P e Fva. 4.n® P alTo e Villisca, Towa
CAD DR R LA Rl o s Pt nrday areale siomsl B kel sl araialla: a0 el o Talols ool atatiels Hastings, Neb.
HAEZDAUTIC RS 8 A0 O i o TR0 Wy o r . iy i o b e il o LLamoni, Iowa
O R A RV B S e X o e ez aNe s T s ehagatl s had e Ner o Grand Island, Neb.
OB H O] Tl ots 5 ettt v o & T8 e Ee e ers 5 b O e ais ra 5 6 s ave sl iotw 2 Norfolk, Neb.
R O Y L OO T R T v lh o ale s sluma win &5 sratonstaln: s Biare nlele ytay s shaie Jacksonville, Tl
M RO DI AR T « ok i ates sheie v s e I8 faTaa are s s ahe o oare’ 5 o 0rain Des Moines, Iowa
NG Ul DN A ] 2y ] O Dy L S s, AL SR B T e S A (OO N e Kearney, Neb.
M OO Y B AT OX e o ers/ o ovia) sfare Tsla e 0 . o ® 761 9 Bhle, (aF n 156176 e 670w won o a e Keokuk, Iowa
R O O I DS O R I i v, e o Te s Wl v Sieys s hd » et u e T o o Phel o e, e w e Sioux City, ITowa
e ORI B A ) O e o e e i oty o ae e o o e atrat e 4 an g’ o the e e el Marion, lIowa
Lo o gy e 0y 6 2 D s e T o T P S Dubuque, Iowa
RO D T O T O T L s ey g TR P o m e e e s Oskaloosa, Iowa
A0 e b T 1 S e Wk T O T ORI T G 4 Mason City, ITowa
WialDOTa L1 Z A De U o 5 W o a0 Sl (e Te o e ol o fae oo e, N Fa s o Goodland, Kan.
Wellman; Nelllan J . o cimis e oreaiss o sretsiais s e ol TN AT il Cherokee, Towa
IR T e N R M ATy B o e o e o oe e L sl abersatalanarals srald, s iba; 62¢ Waverly, Towa
WA R R EMATLS B ORI 10O, For et & o waoFals e TieleTa arels oo slarens érote raievasarre ins Waterloo, Towa
WAL UL Thira s s v v sian bie o i a s ohsis e, sal s 5 sl s s A et s aats Des Moines, Towa.

*For children’s course only.

State Iabrary Association. An important factor in developing
the present healthy condition of lhibrary interests in the state 1s

the Towa Library Association, which 1s a state organization of those
who are interested in library growth and development either as li-
brarians, library trustees, or friends and well-wishers of the work.
The twentieth annual meetine was held i Des Moines Oct. 12-14,
1909, and brought many to the headquarters of the lLabrary Com-
mission, where some of the sessions were held, thus giving oppor-

tunity to-see something of the character and scope of the extension
work and the far-reaching field of the Traveling Library work.
Notable speakers were present, includineg the President and Secre-
tary of the American labrary Association, and the subjects dis-
cussed represented the wide educational outlook of modern library
work. There was an attendance of over 150.

The division of the State Association into six Distriets for smaller
round-table meetings each spring has also been a helpful factor in
strengthening the work, these meetings providing informal cather-
mgs to discuss problems of daily work. The relation of the Library
Commission to the State Association in both the State and Distriet
meetings 1s intimate and close. the members of the Commission be-
iIlL{’ i attendance as active lIl{‘lll])l‘]‘S; the H{"l‘l't_"l;ll"\' Serves r',r-n}"/!‘(:f'n
on the Execntive Board and Program Committee of the State Asso-
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clation, and attends most of the spring Distriect meetings of the
Association. :

National Organizations. The large and influential national bodies
the American lLibrary Association and the Leacue of Library

Commissions,—have repeatedly recognized the character of hibrary

work mm lowa by electing representatives of the Library Commis-
sion fo offices 1n these organizations. During the biennial period,
the Secretary of the Commission, Miss Tyler, has served as 2d Viee
President of the A. L.. A., and 1s now on the Executive Board, and
has been a member of the Counecil of the A. I.. A. for several years.
The ILabrarian of the Traveling Labrary, Miss Brown, was Secretary
of the Lieague of Library Commissions the past year, and was Chair-
man of the important Committee on Uniform Traveline Labrary

Statisties. Mrs. Henry J. Howe, one of the Commissioners, served
as Vice President of the Lieague of Library Commissions, 1908-09.
At present Mr. Johnson Brigham, Chairman of the Commission,
1s a member of the A. I.. A. Counecil.

Commassion Meetings. Four regular meetings of the Commission
are held each year,—in January, April, July and October. The
January meeting 1s the annual meeting and 1s always held in Des
Moines; the October meeting 1s held at the time and place of the
meeting of th lowa Library Association.

During the biennial period the terms of two members of the Com-
mission expired,—that of Mrs. Henry J. Howe, June 30, 1909, and
that of Mrs. Horace M. Towner, June 30, 1910. Both were re-
appointed for terms of five years each by Gov. B. F. Carroll.

Commassion Law. The Thirty-third General Assembly amended
the Commission law, providing for a shight inerease of the total
appropriation for the work. There 1s now a total of $11,000.00
annually for all expenditures, including books for the Traveling
Labrary. A lmit of $6,000 1s placed on salaries, the same to be
fixed by the Legislative Committee on Retrenchment and Reform,

upon recommendation of the Commaission.

Staff. The present force 1n the executive office consists of the
Secretary (who 1s also designated State Director of Iabrary Exten-
sion), Laibrarian of the Traveling Library, Field and Reference
Assistant, Organizer, Clerk and Stenographer, General Assistant,
and a Shipping Clerk for part time. The services of Miss Edna
Lyman, as Advisory Children’s Librarian, during the biennial

period, has been available from time to time througch adjustments

made hv the Commission, and the results that have followed wher-
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ever she has gone in the state on behalf of the Commission have been
most eratifying. Expert knowledge of children’s literature, ability
as a public speaker and story teller and many years experience as
a skilled librarian, have made her services to the smaller libraries of
the state of such a character as to attract the attention and interest
of other State Library Commissions. The importance of the quality
of what children read during the very impressionable period of

their lives cannot be too much emphasized, and this experi-

ment made under Miss Liyman’s direction shows that funds should
be available for making it a permanent feature of our hibrary ex-
tension work.

The growth of the work of the Iabrary Commission shows most
conelusively that skilled, enthusiastie, capable workers are the most

valuable asset, both 1n active extension work and in Traveling lii-
brary work, and that here is where emphasis must be laid. Salaries
commensurate with the quality of the work required are impera-
tive, in order that our high standards shall be maintained, and

additional trained help of this character provided.

General Iabrary Laws. This Commission 1s actively interested in
the upbuilding of the free public libraries of the state. This 18 one
of the chief duties assigned it by law. It 1s therefore of great con-
cern that the state laws recardine the establishment and mainte-
nance of free public hibraries shall be strengthened and amended
tfrom time to time as the growth of the work and changed conditions
require. In consultation with lhbrarians and hbrary trustees the
following desirable changes 1n the law have been brought to the
attention of the Commission and have been recommended by the
State Labrary Association to its Liegislative Committee :

Section 728 recardinge trustees of publiec hibraries should be
amended without disturbing the working of the law by reducing
the number of trustees from nine to seven or five.

A clause should be inserted i1n the same section regarding mactive
or delinquent trustees. Provision should be made declaring va-
cancies 1n the Board in case members absent themselves habitually
from meetings of the Board while in the city and in good health.
Such persistent absences weaken the Board.

Section 732 regarding the tax levy 1s fundamental. The limit
placed therein as to the amount of levy allowed by law, should
be raised to at least five mills; this being permissive and not man-
datory within that amount, 1t would enable Library Boards to
develop the work along special lines when unusual conditions arose,
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provide for the related interests of the library, and build up the
collection of standard books.

liibraries in commission governed cities are confronted with an
cmbarrassine situation as there is mueh llllt'ﬁi'lilii'll'}' as to the 1n-
tent ot the law in relation to library boards in those cities. It is
of the utmost 1mportance that there should be legislation. makine
clear the doubtful point regarding the number of library trustees
under this plan and whether the powers of trustees as set forth
in the oeneral law H]![)lt\' in these ecities.

T'he township extension feature of the ibrary law has been
touched upon elsewhere in this report. Seetion 592 should be
amended by inserting a clause providing that unless a request

fw-l ﬁl!l:l(_}{‘ bv 1|!t' ]‘t‘:-%it_li’lﬂrs OL ”l{' 1i’r\‘x‘l't.-i]li[b fll,\' l‘u'liiil:jl Or tl’hf'l'—

wise) to discontinue the levy, the trustees must renew it from
year to year.

Detailed Statements.

The total annual apprepriation for the work of the Library Commis-
sion is $11,000.00. THhis covers all the activities of the Commission, trav-
¢_=lillg

——

Ibrary, extension. salaries. traveling expenses, etec. Inasmuch as the
law provides that all accounts and expenditures are audited and allowed
by the State Executive Council, the detailed statement of expenditures is
glven in the Reports of the Council.

sStatistics regarding the public libraries of Iowa are glven in each issue

of the Iowa Official Register and those regarding school libraries will be
tound in the Reports of the State Superintendent of Pubiic Instruction.

The law under which the Library Commission is authorized will be
tound in Code Supplement, 1907, p. 687, and amended by Chapter 190,
LLaws of Thirty-third General Assembly.
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TRAVELING LIBRARY

The increasing use of the Traveline Labrary during the bien

nial peried is attested by the fact that the number of requests for

books almost doubled that of the previous biennial period. In

the previous biennial period 1,498 requests ftor books were received.

|

while 2,271 requests were received during this period. Each of
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requests represents the loan of a varied number of volumes :
a total number of 49,113 books being loaned in answer to

these

requests. Back of these ficures in most cases lies painstakine and

careful examination of many hooks to find the material exactly
fitted to the needs of the reader, or student desirine ald on a
speeific subject. Many times an apparently simple request which
comes 1n the ]llt'll'llill,'-_{' mail l‘t‘])l‘t*--;rlllr-; an entire il.‘!!\.’ ol research
and evaluation in order to send the necessary material in such
a small compass that the expense of the shipment of th |
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may be reduced to a minimum. Such requests as this
illf_:' more and more l“l‘t"t|lli"lli. thus H'Hl\‘s'ill*_:' the p;'}lrii{'gif SOrVICe

the Traveling Library books are renderine throuchout 1

}1.*“ Staie.
affording not only entertainment and wholesome diversion, but
providing facts and information to serve a definite end. [owa was

i

the first of the ]il)l'm'_\‘ commissions of the middle west to develop

sitbject and research work from an open shelf collection, whereby
the student may have the material required to suit his specific

need.

The volume of correspondence entailed in such reference work
1s great, owing to the faet that in supplying one request, it is
often necessary to exchange a number of letters to arrive at a clear
understanding as to the needs of the horrower. This corres

must 1 a measure take the place of the usual face to

pondence
-
i

aCC COI1-
versation regarding a reader’s needs in the public library.

In lending books for general readine. the fact that custodians
are otten unfamiliar with the books in the collections. has led t
an 1nteresting experiment. In the past vear, as new collections

i)

have been il(‘l{lt‘t]. annotations have been 11!‘(1]1;11'1‘-1] ]:riuT]*\* settine
forth the character of the books and their interestine points. These
have been typewritten and placed inside the front covers of the

books, 1n the fixed groups for general reading, and also in the
3
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juvenile fixed eroups. The response from the custodians express-
Ing ;‘l]“)]m-rintiun of this, and the help 1t has been to them, and to
their readers, has been most gratifying, and the plan will probably
he (‘i__lll“Hlit‘i[ ;ilh[ ];1]‘_1_['1_11!\' {1"\'1']11}}1'(1 lll 1[1(* future. (;!I't‘i'll[ al-

tention has been paid to the selection of attractive, 1illustrated
editions of children’s classies in making up the recent juvenile

fixed oroups, with the belief that the child’s interest ean be thus

strenethened in the books that are worth while. These collections

have been used largely in supplying the small publie libraries of the
state that have meagre and inadequate collections of children’s
books.

Co-operation. Work has been continued with the Agricultural
Extension Department of the State College at Ames, by the loan
nf ]nmj.{:-; 'Iiu';' t‘.‘\'ll”rﬂh‘ ;H:Ll l"ln]' 1._}1-;_' Hliu?‘l (L Oourses. H{'"M](H were ]"I:l!'t'tl

in each Exhibit car used by the Department. " Explanatory pla-
cards and printed matter accompany these exhibits, calling the
attention to the use of the books in continuing the course of study
which the instructors had presented. Many Agricultural eclubs

have taken advantage of this opportunity to make use of the Trav-
eling Labrary.

The study outline on ‘‘Home, School and Community Iafe’
for the use of clubs of farmers’ \\'i\'t.‘:ﬂ, which has been 1ssued ])}' the
Aeoricultural Extension Department, for the elubs now beinge
formed by that organization, was developed by the Traveling ILa-

brary staff from topies furnished by the Agrie 1111111{11 Department.
[iists of reference books and printed matter covering this outline
are available from the Traveling labrary.

The Traveling Library has continued to provide the list of books
and references on the annual subject of debate, selected by the
State Hieh School Debating League. This requires careful evalua-
tion of the material available and the purchase of a number ol
copies of each reference to supply the many demands from High
Schools in the small towns throughout the state. Many debating
teams depend entirely upon the Traveling Library for their ma-
terial. and would not be able to enter the contest without it.

The stimulus that has come within the last few years to debate

in the schools of the state, has led to the development of caretully
prepared Traveling Library Debate collections on a series of sub-
_it‘lt‘J[h‘ additional to those used ]l_\' the High School l)i’])ii'ii]l“' ]J!‘El“"ll(}.
A leaflet has been issued by the Commission giving a list of these
subjects. These Debate Libraries have been greatly in demand
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as they supply material on both affirmative and nevative sides of
the subjeets. They have been used in Hieh Schools in many towns
where no publiec library exists.

Close co-operation 1s continued with the Towa Federation of
Women’s Clubs in connection with the study club work, and a
leaflet has been issued setting forth the aid the Traveling Library
can render these clubs, both in the preparation of their programs
and 1n the provision of books to carry out their studies throughout

the year. The librarian of the Traveling Library has continued
as a member of the Literature and Library Extension Committee
of the 1. F. W. C., and by this means is in close touch with the
needs of the clubs throughout the state in that oreanization. Out-
lines have been prepared on many subjects by this committee, and
through the co-operation of the Library Commission these outlines

are available from the Traveling Library. The Traveling Library

has for many years been in close touch with the Study Club work
by means of the standards set by the first chairman of the Club
Program Committee of the I. F. W. (.. Mrs. II. M. Towner. a
member of the Library Commission, and also by the membership
of Miss Brown upon this committee,

The co-operation with the state Y. M. . A.. has followed the
lines suggested in our former report with the additional co-opera-

tion of the Commission with that organization, in the preparation
of a list of books printed and distributed by the Boys’ Depart-
ment of the state Y. M. C. A., entitled ‘A selected List of Good
Books for Boys.’’

LThe Traveling Picture Collection has been augmented by the

addition of “‘Presidents of the United States,”’ a collection of en-
gravings with explanatory sketches, and the ‘‘Louvre Gallery,”’ a
colleetion of reproductions of forty of the goreat pictures in that
gallery. The Traveling Picture collections are constantly in de-
mand for exhibit purposes by both libraries and schools, and
should be developed as funds permit. These collections are ac-
companied by books on the subjects when desired.

The books for the blind have continued to be highly appreciated
by blind readers throughout the state, and a few titles have been

added to the collection, which now numbers 137 volumes. The
number of borrowers has also inereased, there mow being 91, to
whom 503 books have been loaned during the biennial period. A
local organization ‘‘The Society for Promotine the Interests of

the Blind in Towa,’” holds its regular meetines in the Towa Iabrary
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Clommission rooms, and the blind readers have the keenest appre-
ciation of what the Commission is doing in providing a good col-

lection of books for their use, and co-operating with them in other
Ways.

State Fair Exhibit. To bring the attention of the Traveling
Library to those in attendance at the State Fair, an exhibit was
Jaced in the Exposition building, where space was granted through
the courtesy of the State Fair Managers. An attempt was made

to visualize the work of the Commission, especially 1n connec-

tion with the Traveling Library work. A large exhibit case was
ntilized in which were placed books on Agriculture and Domestic
Science. and also general collections for home reading. A few pie-
tures from the Traveline Picture Collections, Bulletins, Placards,
ete., added to the attractiveness and interest of the exhibit. Printed
matter was distributed and a member of the staff was in charge
during the busy hours each day and found many interested im-
quirers. Gratifying results have followed; many requests coming
for the loan of books from those who visited the exhibit and be-
came acquainted with the Traveling Library for the first time.

SUMMARY.

The books in the entire Traveling Library collection July 1, 1910, num-
bered 19,702 and are divided as follows:

191 libraries for general reading in fixed collections of

STOI o010 S RRIET: o] ale oo Wi i, RN e SRR TP Pt v A s o (O (35 D00 9,550
Open shelf subject collections for study, and graded books

08 R a1 01tz H B 0] 10100 T T A oA o e e L o SO S T e s oh L SO CAC) T 10,152

TROTAL e v icie i s ials wiel Suvran el (aka s olnkotn sla s olie atars nleralers nimintnlsiarn ois 19,702

During the biennial period 49,113 books were lecaned in answer to 2,271
requests as follows:

No. LLibs. No. Vols.
Sent Sent

12U D e WO ) 03 e B R GETS T K (s 0 o 0 Ns K 230 o PR oo 1 Hab 12,139

School and College l.ibraries......... 389 9,823

S 3 B G 0 S e s L e L 435 4,051
Library Associations and other organi-

A ON S s i T aise o e irs b o 0 s P ale e 380 16,973

Groups of taxXpayers .........oeee.. 110 4,841

1,849 47,823

Requests from individuals........... 422 1,290

2,211 49.117
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FREE_PUBLIC LIBRARIES OF IOWA

ALBIA. Population 3957.

Free public library. Mrs. Laura M. Duncan, librarian; J. S. Moon,
president of board of trustees: Dr. P. S. Hoover, secretary: Mrs.
Mollie R. Ramsay, chairman of book committee.

Building erected 1908. Cost $10,000. @Qift of Mr. Andrew Carnegie.
Lot donated by John Z. Evans. Estimated valuation of property
at present $12,800.

Total number of volumes, 2.613. C(irculation 1909, 13,376.

Basis of library tax levy, 214 mills on the dollar. Total income from
taxation in 1909, $1,115.

ALGONA. Population 3047.

Free public library. Mrs. E. M. Horton, librarian; S. E. McMahon, E
president of board of trustees: T. R. Harrington, secretary: Miss
Louise McCoy, chairman of book committee.

Building erected 1905. Cost $10,000. Gift of Mr. Andrew Carnegie.
Lot donated by Capt. W. H. Ingham and wife. Estimated valu-
ation of property at present $15,000.

Total number of volumes 5,954. Circulation 1909, 14,168.

Basis of library tax levy, 214 mills on the dollar. Total income from
taxation in 1909, $1,110.

AMES. Population 3292.

Free public library. Kittie B. Freed, librarian: Mrs. Julia W. Stan-
ton, president of board of trustees: Miss Myrtle Lanning, secre-
tary, Herman Knapp, chairman of book committee.

Building erected 1904. Cost $10.000. Gift of Mr. Andrew Carnegie.
Lot donated by Hon. W. M. Greeley and wife. In 1909 Mr. Carne-
gie gave an additional $6.000. HEstimated wvaluation of property
at present $19,840.

Total number of volumes, 4,770. Circulation 1909, 11,124.

Basis of library tax levy, 3 mills on the dollar in the city, z mill
in Grant township. Total income from taxation in 1909, $2,205.
$97 of which was received from Grant township.

ANAMOSA. Population 2,878,

Free public library. Elsie Remley, librarian: J. W. Shapley, presi-
dent of board of trustees; Mrs. E. R. Moore, secretary and chair-
man of book committee.
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Building erected 1900. Built by subscription through active effort of
the D. A. R. Hstimated valuation of property $18,000.

Total number of volumes 4,500. Circulation 1909, 7,794.

Basis of library tax levy, 215 mills on the dollar. Total income from
taxation in 1909, $895.35. Library has an endowment of $7,000
from the estate of Mr. W. S. Benton, of Minneapolis, for book
fund,

ATLANTIC. Population 4,893.

Free public library. Mary N. Adams, librarian; J. B. Rockafellow, presi-
dent of board of trustees: Anna O. Temple, secretary and chair-
man of book committee.

Building erected 1903. Cost $12,000. Gift of Mr. Andrew Carnegie.
Kstimated valuation of property at present, $15,000.
Total number of volumes,

0,060. Circulation 1909, 18,566.
Basis of library tax levy, 2 mills on the dollar: to be increased to
215 mills on the dollar in ensuing vear. Total income from taxa-

—

tion in 1909, $1.476.
BooNeE. Population 9,500,

Ericson public library. Bessie Moffat, librarian: C. J. A. Ericson,
president of board of trustees:; J. M. Brainard, secretary: J.
J. Snell, chairman book committee.

Juilding erected 1901. Gift of Sen. C. J. A. Ericson. Estimated value
of property at present $22,000. Museum in connection with Ii-
brary.

Total number of volumes 14,672. Circulation 1909, 14,882,

Basis of library tax levy, 2 mills on the dollar. Total income from
taxation in 1909, $2,650.

BURLINGTON. Population, 25,318.

Free public library. Daisy B. Sabin, librarian; Dr. N. McKitterick,
president of the board of trustees; Mrs. A. M. Antrobus, secretary
and chairman of book committee.

Building erected 1898. This was partially a gift from Mr. Phillip M.
Crapo, and partially built by taxation. Estimated valuation of
property at present $100,000,

Total number of volumes 31,966. Circulation 1909, 82,765.

Basis of library tax levy, 124 mills on the dollar. Total income from
taxation in 1909, $6,439.77. The library has a permanent endow-
ment of $3,000 known as the Potter Memorial fund, the interest
of which is expended from year to year in the purchase of books
and literature on technical subjects, for the various trades and
professions.

CARROLL. Population 3,203.

Free public library. Mrs. Martha H. Bangs, librarian; Mrs. Ella M.
Burke, president of the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>