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Already saturated fields along with heavy rains on Friday limited fieldwork in the State to 3.9 days suitable for fieldwork for the week
ending August 30, 2015, according to the USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service. Activities for the week included cutting hay and
silage, as well as harvesting oats. Scattered reports of sudden death syndrome and white mold in soybean fields were received.

Topsoil moisture levels rated 0 percent very short, 6 percent short, 78 percent adequate and 16 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture levels
rated 1 percent very short, 7 percent short, 78 percent adequate and 14 percent surplus. Heavy rains in central lowa raised topsoil and subsoil
surplus moisture levels up 13 and 12 percentage points to 28 and 30 percent, respectively.

Ninety-five percent of the corn crop reached the dough stage or beyond, with 57 percent dented or beyond, 3 days ahead of last year, but
3 days behind the 5-year average. Three percent of the corn crop was reported as being mature. Corn condition rated 81 percent good to
excellent. Ninety-five percent of soybeans were setting pods or beyond, while 11 percent of soybeans were turning color, 2 days ahead of
2014, but 2 days behind normal. Soybeans dropping leaves were also reported this week by a few reporters. Soybean condition rated
76 percent good to excellent. Oats harvested for grain or seed was virtually complete this week.

The second cutting of alfalfa hay was nearing completion, while the third cutting Topsoil Moisture Condition, lowa,
of alfalfa hay was 67 percent complete, 5 days behind average. Pasture condition For the Fourth Week of August
rated 66 percent good to excellent. Livestock conditions were reported as %

generally good, although muddy lots were reported in some areas.

Crop conditions as of August 30, 2015

Percent

Item Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 30
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) :g I I
corn, all.....ccveune. 1 3 15 55 26 0 — | .
Soybeans ............... 1 4 19 55 21 Very Short Short Adequate Surplus
Pasture & Range.... 1 6 27 52 14 F2013 m2014 12015
Field Work and Crop Progress as of August 30, 2015
Districts Last Last 5-yr
Item State
NW | NC NE | wcC c EC | sw | sC SE Week | Year | Avg
(percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent) | (percent)
Corndough........ccoeveiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 97 94 97 96 99 94 84 90 89 95 89 91 88
Corndented........ccceeevvvviieeeeeeieiiieeeeeee 62 51 47 64 69 53 46 61 55 57 34 50 63
Soybeans setting pods ..........ccccvveeeeenne 99 98 98 98 98 93 82 89 93 95 90 96 96
Soybeans coloring .........cccccveveeenieienenne. 11 10 13 7 18 8 8 7 15 11 4 7 15
Alfalfa Hay, third cutting............cccccoeeenne 93 70 87 73 76 86 54 27 68 67 57 52 73
Days Suitable & Soil Moisture Condition as of August 30, 2015
Districts Last Last
Item State
NW NC NE e c EC SwW sC SE Week Year
(days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days) (days)
Days suitable ........... 2.3 3.7 4.7 2.5 4.0 5.0 4.1 5.2 6.1 3.9 4.1 2.6
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Topsoil moisture
Very short ............ 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Short ....ovvvveeiins 4 3 23 2 3 8 1 1 11 6 9 10
Adequate ............. 82 86 72 80 69 82 74 74 78 78 78 76
Surplus ... 14 11 2 18 28 10 25 25 11 16 12 13
Subsoil moisture
Very short ............ 1 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 2
Short ......vvvveviennnnns 5 6 25 1 4 11 0 0 7 7 8 16
Adequate ............. 82 90 70 84 66 79 75 71 81 78 80 76
Surplus ... 12 4 2 15 30 9 25 29 11 14 11 6
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IOWA PRELIMINARY WEATHER SUMMARY

Provided by Harry Hillaker, State Climatologist
lowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship

It was an unseasonably cool week across lowa with highly variable rainfall amounts. There was a gradual
warming trend during the week with a few locations edging slightly above normal on Thursday (27'") and
Sunday (30™). Temperature extremes for the week ranged from Tuesday (25™) morning lows of 40 degrees at
Spencer and Sheldon to a Sunday (30™") afternoon high of 85 degrees at Donnellson. The statewide average
temperature for the week was 5.9 degrees below normal. Dry weather prevailed statewide from Sunday (23™)
morning through Wednesday (26') night. Showers and thunderstorms brought rain to all but far southeastern
lowa between Thursday (27™) morning and Saturday (29"") morning. Very heavy rain fell Friday (28") along
and just south of U.S. Highway 20 from Fort Dodge east to Waterloo with four to six inch amounts common.
Weekly rain totals varied from only sprinkles at Bloomfield, Fairfield, Mount Pleasant, Burlington, Fort
Madison and Keokuk to 6.59 inches at Steamboat Rock in Hardin County. However, unofficial rain totals
between 9 and 10 inches were received from southeast Webster and southern Hamilton counties. The statewide
average precipitation was 1.52 inches while normal for the week is 0.91 inches.

Accumulated Precipitation (in) Average Temperature (°F): Departure from Mean
August 24, 2015 to August 30, 2015 August 24, 2015 to August 3Q, 2015
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Mean period is 1981-2010.
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Temperature and Precipitation Maps, courtesy of the Midwestern Regional Climate Center, are available at: http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/CLIMATE/
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