.. spring. The air is crisp

FALL TURKEY HUNTING — A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY

by Dale L. Garner
DNR Forest Game Research Biologist

or the hunting

enthusiast, fall in

[owa offers a vari-
ety of opportunities, one
of which is turkey hunt-
ing. Although spring
turkey hunting is more
liberal and preferred by
most, fall turkey hunting
offers unique opportuni-
ties not found during the

and invigorating, the
foliage brilliant, most of
the bugs are gone and
best of all, turkeys are flocked together. In addition,
the fall season provides a greater chance to bag a
bird than spring because there are more turkeys
available and both males and females are legal to
hunt. Also, juvenile birds of either sex are somewhat
more predictable in the fall and come to a call easier
than spring gobblers.

Fall any-sex turkey hunting was instituted in
[owa almost two decades ago to provide additional
opportunities to hunt the species. Because fall any-
sex hunts are more controversial than spring male-
only hunts, carefully controlled fall hunts were initi-
ated in 1981 on an experimental basis. Unlike spring
hunting, fall hunting requires more management
controls simply because hens, the most important
component for reproduction of the population, may
be legally harvested. Since many hunters cannot dis-
tinguish the sex of turkeys during the fall, sometimes
even with bird in hand, the prospect of male-only fall
seasons is unrealistic.

Initially, fall hunting was only allowed in two
small zones in southern Iowa that had established,
stable turkey populations. However, fall turkey
hunting in ITowa has changed dramatically since the
initial experimental season. Currently, there are
seven zones open to fall hunting, encompassing the
majority of lowa's turkey population. For fall 1998,
additional acreage has been opened to turkey hunt-
ing in northeast Iowa and currently, fall turkey zones
comprise almost 10 times more area than what was
available in 1981.

The number of fall turkey permits issued,
active hunters and turkey harvest have changed as
well. In 1981, a little more than 2,100 permits, includ-
ing paid-gun, archery-only and landowners, were
issued for Iowa’s first fall turkey season. An estimat-
ed 1,846 active turkey hunters harvested an estimat-
ed 813 wild turkeys during the initial season. As

Jowa's wiid-turkev. population
increased, the number of fall
permits issued rose, reaching a
peak of 14,855 permits in 1989.
During that season, an estimat-
ed record 11,408 active hunters
harvested an estimated record
5,276 turkeys.

Following several years of poor
brood production in the early
1990s, the number of fall per-
mits issued to lowa hunters
was reduced to protect the
declining population.
However, because of improved
production in the mid-90s, per-
mit numbers have again been increased, and this fall
more than 7,000 Iowans will take to the field in an
attempt to harvest their Thanksgiving table fare.

As with spring seasons, lowa’s fall turkey
hunters have had exceptional statewide success,
averaging a near-50-percent success rate throughout
the 17-year history of fall hunting. But how does one
hunt turkeys in the fall? Fall turkey hunting tech-
niques are sufficiently different from spring hunting.
If anything, reliance on camouflage, sitting still and
calling — the basic spring hunting method -- may be
less successful and less used than walking and flush-
ing turkeys in the small wood lot scenarios that com-
prise the bulk of Iowa turkey habitat. Fall turkey
hunting is synonymous with flock hunting. Finding
a flock in the fall is the most difficult step to success-
ful fall turkey hunting and often requires much time
and leg work. Chances for locating a flock increase
when you find food concentrations used by turkeys
and locate fresh sign. Flocks, consisting mainly of
family groups of hens and broods or small gangs of
gobblers, are often found in hardwood stands
scratching for fresh-fallen nuts or in fields devouring
insects, weed seeds and waste grain.

Once a flock is located, the fall hunter deliber-
ately scatters them, chooses a calling position close to
the break point, and uses kee-kees or the lost call of a
young bird and the clucks of a hen to bring back the
scattered birds. Factors such as age of the birds, time
of day, weather conditions and how hard the birds
have been hunted affect how quickly they reassem-
ble. Young birds scattered early in the day may begin
calling and returning within minutes after the break.
Yet the same birds scattered late in the day may wait
until the next morning to regroup. Older birds, such
as adult gobblers, may wait to regroup whenever
they get around to it -- in two hours or two days.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3




_ more correct question would be why does-
L n’t lowa have a dove season.

The Iowa code lists the dove as a game
bird in Towa just as it does ducks, pheasants,
rails and crows. Yet, lowa hunters do not have
the privilege to hunt doves because the DNR
does not have the authority to establish a season.
In order to have a dove season the Iowa legisla-
ture must add the words “mourning dove” to
the list of species the DNR can set seasons for.

If the mourning dove were added to the
list, the DNR could develop dove hunting
guidelines based on biological principles.
However, all seasons proposed by the DNR
must be approved by the Natural Resource
Commission (NRC). The NRC is a group of
seven non-governmental lowa citizens appoint-
ed by the governor and approved by the Senate.
The Tawa code lists ae INKC as the sole agency
responsible for determining whether a biological
balance does or does not exist based on the facts.
The commission can by administrative rule
extend, shorten, open or close seasons on game
species in accordance with sound wildlife man-
agement principles. Thus, any seasons proposed
by the DNR must ultimately be approve by the
NRC. The commission bases its decisions on the
advice of resource professionals and through
public input.

IOWA DOVE COALITION (IDC), a
grassroots movement organized last summer, 1S
asking the lowa Legislature to add the mourning
dove to the list of species that can be hunted in
lowa. The IDC believes the decision to hunt
doves in lowa should be left to the agency desig-
nated to determine game seasons, namely the
NRC. Richard Bishop, DNR wildlife bureau
chief, said the bureau strongly supports the IDC
nd its efforts to add the mourning dove to the
list of species that can be hunted in Iowa.
Bishop also said the decision of whether to
- rclude the mourning dove as a game bird to be

Qhould lowa have a dove season? Perhaps a

by Todd Bogenschutz
DNR Upland Game Research Biologist
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hunted in Iowa is best left to the ITowa Natural

Resource Commission and the resource profes-
sionals of the DNR.

The mourning dove is a popular game
bird hunted in 80 percent of the lower 438 states,
said Todd Bogenschutz, DNR upland game bird
expert. An Iowa fact sheet about mourning
doves and dove hunting is partly why the effort
to get a dove season in lowa has become so pop-
ular. The facts about mourning doves are:

@ Mourning doves are found in every county in
lowa.
m lowa is one of only 11 states in the lower 48

that does not allow dove hunting (see Figure).

@ The mourning dove is one of America’s most
common and abundant birds, second only to the

red-winged blackbird in its continent-wide dis-
tribution.

@ The mourning dove is recognized as a game
bird by both the federal government and the
Jowa Legislature.

@ The North American mourning dove popula-
tion is estimated at 475 million birds.

@ The mourning dove is the leading game bird
:n North America. The annual dove harvest in
the lower 48 states exceeds all other migratory
game bird harvests combined.
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@ lowa’s dove population has been estimated
At 13 million birds, or three times as large as
[owa’s pheasant population, and 37 times as
large as lowa’s deer herd.

@ An estimated 1.6 million people spent 8 mil-
lion days hunting doves in the continental
United States in 1996, spending an estimated
$330 to $670 million in the process.

@ If [owa had a dove season, an estimated

42 000 Towans might hunt doves and spend an

ostimated $6 to $11 million dollars annually in

local sporting goods stores, gas stations and

restaurants.

Doyle Adams, coordinator for the [IOWA

DOVE COALITION, says the goal of the group
is a simple one — encourage the Iowa *
Legislature to add the words mourning dove to
the Towa code. “All we are asking is that the
Legislature allow the designated agency, the
Natural Resources Commission, to make the
decision on whether doves should or should not
be hunted in ITowa,” Adams said. “The decision
to hunt doves in Iowa should be based on facts,
and although we have some very gifted folks in
our Legislature, they do not have the training
necessary to make this decision, nor should they.
The reason for a Natural Resource Commission
is so legislators do not have to make these kinds
of decisions.”

Hunters who want more information

about the IOWA DOVE COALITION can contact
Adams at 3716 Ingersoll Suite E, Des Moines,

lowa 50312; phone (515) 271-5761: or E-mail:
iowaikes@aol.com.

The Towa DNR has a biological fact sheet
about the mourning dove in Iowa that is avail-
able from any DNR wildlife biologist, conserva-
tion officer or by calling the DNR at (51 5) 281-
HNTR or (515) 432-2823. Those with internet
access can view the dove fact sheet on the
DNR’s website at: www.state.ia.us /wildlife.

MiGRATORY BIRD HUNTER REGISTRATION ReoQUIRED (HIP)

Migratory birds hunters will be required to register with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service under a new program designed to provide
wildlife experts with better data for the management of migratory

bird populations. | ‘ | Ducks Vs Sept. 19-23 Statewide B LIS
Effective this year, federal regulations require all migratory i e | ~aowge _|Baucks.2Canada 5 ducks, 2 Canada

bird hunters to register with the Harvest Information Program (HIP) —— R PRI —— geese, 15 cools | geese, 15 OO

before hunting. Those who fail to register or do not have proof of reg- L ate season Oct. 17 - Dec. 10 5. Zone 7 =

istration in their possession while hunting migratory birds are subject Enadatees e i Sk 2 4 L e

to a citation if checked by a conservation officer. Only those who hunt : Nov. 1 - Dec. 11 5 v NG v

migratory birds such as ducks, geese, coot, snipe, rails and woodcock Pl o it ot L 2 4

need to register. All migratory bird hunters required to have a hunting DecylEDecAE S700e -0

license must register annually, including those with lifetime licenses. —— ;::;:C f’? e ' :

Hunters can register by calling 1-800-WETLAND (938-5263) and e S G R e 2l I

answering a few recorded questions. General questions will be asked, R CT oot 17 B2e '

«uch as name, address, date of birth and the species and number of DEayiSEason o e e ®: it/

migratory birds harvested in 1997. At the conclusion of the recording, e e Feb. 20 - March 10,1999 | Statewide 20 Unlimited

callers will be given a HIP registration number to be written in the Coots Same as Duchs 15 30

designated box on their 1998 hunting license. The process takes Woodcock Oct. 3 - Nov. 16 Stalewide 3 BT Sl

approximately three minutes to complete.

SPECIES SEASON

(dates inclusive)

1998 WATERFOWL HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS

BAG LIMITS
DAILY POSSESSION

-SHOOTING
HOURS

AREA

The purpose of the program is to gather more reliable data for
the management of migratory bird populations. The U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service will select a sample of hunters from those registered to participate ina
will allow for more accurate harvest estimates, a corners

=0l

harvest survey following the 1998-99 hunting season. HIP
tone for any wildlife management program. B
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_ opportunity to be selective, and in the event that you miss a bird, you can stay put

" State Forest in Lee and Van Buren counties is a good choice.
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TurkEY HUNTING — CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The real beauty in the fall is that most likely, more than one turkey will
answer your call and work toward your position simultaneously. This offers the

and still call additional birds to your location. Like spring hunting, patience and '° s
perseverance is the key to successful fall hunting. |

For those interested in hunting fall turkey, many of lowa’s public lands pro-
vide ample opportunity to bag a bird. In northeast Jowa, the Sny Magill Wildlite
Management Area (WMA) in Clayton County, Volga Recreation Area in Fayette
County and the French Creek and Lansing WMAs and Yellow River State Forest in
Allamakee County, offer prime hunting. Turkey hunters in eastern Iowa can try
White Pine Hollow State Preserve in Dubuque County. In southeast lowa, Shimek

South central Towa offers good turkey hunting opportunities along the
Rathbun WMA in Lucas, Wayne, Monroe and Apponoose counties; Stephens State
Forest units in Clarke, Lucas and Monroe counties; Red Rock WMA in Warren and
Marion counties: Sand Creek WMA in Ringold and Decatur counties; and the
DeKalb WMA in Decatur County. In central lowa, the Brushy Creek State
Recreation Area in Webster County and the Boone Forks in Webster and Hamilton

counties offer good hunting opportunities. Good turkey hunting can be found in - Zone one is all units of Stephens State Forest west of
western Iowa in the Loess Hills State Forest and its associated WMAs. ~ U.S. Highway 65 in Lucas and Clarke counties. Zone
In addition to public lands, [owa’s private lands offer excellent turkey hunt- two is all lﬂlits of Shimek State Forest in Lee and Van
ing. Many landowners will allow turkey hunting provided hunters stop and get Buren counties. Zone three is units of Yellow River
permission first. Forest in Allamakee County. Bow-only fall turkey
Fall turkey. A time to hear turkey music, and lots of it . A unique licenses are valid statewide. Fall turkey season is
opportunity. W ~closed to nonresidents. | |
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NONTOXIC SHOT REQUIRED FOR HuNTING ON SOME WILDLIFE

MANAGEMENT AREAS

By Terry Little
DNR Wildlife Research Supervisor

Beginning Sept. 1, 1998, hunters may not possess any shot other than approved nontoxic shot (steel shot, nickel-plated steel shot, copper-plated
steel shot, tungsten-iron, tungsten-polymer or bismuth-tin shot) while hunting any migratory game bird, resident game bird, game animal or
furbearer (except deer and wild turkey) on designated Wildlife Management Areas (WMAS ). Target shooting with a shotgun with any shot

other than approved nontoxic shot is also prohibited on these areas.

Consider this scenario — A party of five pheasant hunters is hunt-
ing the Spring Run Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in Dickinson
County. Their dogs are excited. Pheasants are obviously running ahead.
As they approach a ditch, one of the hunters calls out, “The area across
the ditch is a Waterfow] Production Area (WPA). Bring all of your lead
<hotshells over to me and we'll leave them in a pile until we come back.
We can’t take lead shot into the WPA.” While they are gathering and
regrouping, of course, the dogs push into the pheasants and flush them
out of range.

Or consider this one — A party of pheasants hunters 1s preparing
to leave the parking lot on the Crystal Hills Wildlife Management Area in
Winnebago County. A conservation officer pulls into the lot and begins
checking licenses. She also asks to see their shotshells. One hunter says,
“Sure officer. But why? We're not duck hunting, just pheasants.” The
officer replies “This is a federal Waterfowl Production Area and you can't
hunt anything here unless you use nontoxic shot. That sign over there
says that nontoxic shot is required.” The hunter responds “But we just
hunted another public area a half-mile down the road and didn’t see any
signs telling us we couldn’t use lead.” And the officer replies “That’s OK
on that area. It's owned entirely by the DNR and steel shot isn’t required
there.”

Do these sound farfetched? They wouldn’t be if new federal reg-
ulations that ban all but approved nontoxic shot on WPAs were imple-
ented without state regulations being adjusted accordingly. Beginning
this year, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service requires the use of nontoxic

shot for all hunting (excluding deer and wild turkey) on all federally
owned Waterfowl Production Areas in the nation to reduce lead poison-

ing of waterfowl and other wildlife.

In Towa, thousands of acres of federally owned WPAs have been
purchased in the last decade in the prairie pothole region (roughly north
of Interstate 80 and west of U. S. Highway 63). WPAs are managed by
the DNR along with many more thousands of acres of state-owned land.
Many WPAs are intermingled with and indistinguishable from state-
owned tracts on a Wildlife Management Area, or are found nearby.

WPAs are not fenced; they are identified only by federal green and white
signs. Hunters using state WMAs may have difficulty determining
which tracts of land are federally owned and which are state- or county-
owned, unless they are very careful. Scenarios like those described above
could easily become commonplace. To keep confusion to a minimum
and keep hunters out of federal court, the DNR will require nontoxic shot
on many state-owned areas in the prairie pothole region where federal
and state lands are intermingled. Several public hunting areas isolated
from WPAs will be exempt.

Special Note: WMAs or other public hunting areas owned or
managed by county conservation boards may or may not require nontox-
.c shot. Contact the county board headquarters in the county you are
hunting for information and look for signs posted on county-managed
“reas. Remember, nontoxic shot is required for hunting all migratory
game birds throughout Iowa, including both public and private lands.
Approved nontoxic shot includes steel, copper-coated and nickel-coated
steel, tungsten-iron and tungsten-polymer and bismuth-tin. H

- Reprinted from the September/ October issue of the lowa
Conservationist.

AREAS WHERE NONTOXIC SHOT IS REQUIRED

County Wildlife Management Area

Boone Harrier Marsh WMA

All state and f_edera} areas except Bluebird Access
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. ° valley WMAs, and the Ocheyedan WA SSrget SIOpBIR RS —eemmee e e S
Dickinson Al state and federal areas except Cay ler Prairie and the Spring Run WMA target shooting range
Ponmet “All state and foderal areas except Birge Lake, Grass Lake and Ryan Lake WMA, and the Bast e
Creenes oo AL state and federal areas except Rippe; Access and McMahon Access G
G -~ BondtWMA - oo 0 L L e
Hancock  Allstateandfe feral areas except Schuldt and Goodell WMAs e e
Humboldt  Allstateand federal areas except Bradgate Access and Willows Reeese. e
Kossuth Al stateand federal areas except Seneca Access Tt e
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Paoale | Allsweandfederlaress e
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CANADA GoOSE HUNTERS FACE REGULATION CHANGES IN 1998

By Guy Zenner
DNR Waterfowl Research Biologist

anada goose hunters should take a close
look at the regulations before they venture
afield this fall. A few changes have been

" made that may impact where and when they hunt,

" as well as how many birds they take home.

The first change involved the two-day spe-

| cial Canada goose season Sept. 12-13. In past years,
' the entire north zone was open to goose hunting

'~ during the special season. This year, however, a por-
" tion of the north zone east of Highway 63 and north
. of Interstate 80, including the Big Marsh Wildlife

. Area in Butler County, was closed to goose hunting
. during those two days. The closure was in response
" to declining goose harvests in that region, an area

. where biologists would like to see local goose popu-
. lations firmly established before subjecting, them to
. additional harvest outside the regular season.

| The second change affecting Canada goose

" hunters this fall is a modification in the bag and

. possession limits. For nearly two decades, Canada

. goose hunters have been able to take two birds per

~ day, with a possession limit of four. This fall,

" hunters will enjoy those same daily bag and posses-
| sion limits when the season opens, but beginning

. Nov. 1, the limits will drop to one per day and two in possession. In the
| south waterfowl hunting zone, the daily bag limit will revert to two

. Canada geese per day and four in possession beginning Dec. 1.

| The reason for this reduction is a dramatic decline in the number of

| Eastern Prairie Population (EPP) Canada geese, the major subarctic-nest-

| ing population of Canada geese which migrates through Iowa each fall.

| Numbers of geese in this population dropped 37 percent from 1997 to the
. lowest number recorded since 1982. The 1998 EPP breeding population

| estimate of 161,400 barely exceeds 50 percent of the Mississippi Flyway’s

| population goal of 300,000 birds.
| More importantly, there has been a steady decline in numbers of
| single and paired geese observed in the surveys since 1991. Single and
| paired birds indicate the number of breeding geese in the population. The
| remainder of the population is composed of nonbreeding 1- to 3-year-old
| geese (most EPP geese don’t nest until 4 years old). Despite an early
| spring in northern Manitoba, which usually results in good production,
the fall flight of EPP geese is expected to be smaller than last year.
g As prescribed in the Flyway’s management plan for EPP geese, a
. plan jointly developed by U.S. states, Canadian provinces, the U.S. Fish

| and Wildlife Service (Service) and the Canadian Wildlife Service, all juris-
| dictions in the Flyway with a significant harvest of EPP birds will restrict
. hunting opportunities this fall (hunting mortality appears to be the pri-

| mary factor controlling this population). In Minnesota, for example, the

Lac Qui Parle and northwest goose zones will have 20-
day seasons with daily limits of one. In Minnesota’s
west zone, the season will be 25 days long with a bag
limit of one. Qutside the primary EPP harvest areas in
Minnesota, the season will be 70 days long, the same as
in Jowa, but the bag limit will be only one Canada
goose per day for the first 30 days.

Missouri plans to close the Canada goose
season entirely when the majority of EPP birds are in
the state. Towa’s answer is to keep the daily bag limit
at two when the season starts, but reduce it to one
beginning Nov. 1. In the south zone, the daily bag limit
will revert to two, with a possession limit of four,
beginning Dec. 1. The reasoning behind the split limits
is that most EPP geese are taken in lowa during |
November. In fact, nearly half the Canada geese har-
vested in Towa during November are EPP geese. After
November, the harvest of EPP geese drops off signifi-
cantly.

Admittedly, this is not a lot of Canada geese
given that only about 30 percent of the total Canada
goose harvest in most years occurs after Nov. 1.

However, all jurisdictions in the Flyway har-
vesting significant numbers of EPP geese are attempt-
ing to reduce harvests. The lowa DNR is obligated to assist in this effort,
not only because we agreed to but because the DNR has a responsibility to
judiciously manage wildlife, migratory or residential, in a sustainable
manner. This bag-limit change should permit hunters to harvest a num-
ber of local giant Canada geese, a population that is increasing, while tak-
ing the pressure off EPP birds without severely curtailing goose hunting
opportunities.

The alternative — taking no action to reduce EPP harvests — could
be very costly. One only has to look at the goose seasons in the eastern
part of the Mississippi Flyway or the Atlantic Flyway to see what could
happen if the issue is ignored. For example, the season for Atlantic
Population Canada geese has been closed for the past two years and will
remain closed this fall. In much of Michigan, the regular Canada goose
season this fall will be 16 days long and it cannot be open after Oct. 4.
These restrictions are due to declines in the Southern James Bay
Population of Canada geese. Hopetully, the restrictions being implement-
ed in Iowa and surrounding states will enable the EPP to recover so that
more drastic measures are not needed in the future.

For more information about goose regulations, contact Guy
Zenner, waterfowl research biologist, lowa Department of Natural
Resources, 1203 North Shore Drive, Clear Lake, lowa 50428; or by call-
ing 515-357-3517. W
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TIP: MAKING
POACHERS AN
ENDANGERED SPECIES

By Steve Dermand
DNR Law Enforcement Bureau

I
1

1-800-532-2020

When people and pro-
grams run smoothly, it
seems we must always
make that extra effort to
avoid complacency.

I believe simple human
nature strives for consistency, just like deer
that travel the same game trails day after day,
or the ruffed grouse that use the same drum-
ming logs year and year. Our daily routine
becomes a comfortable and repetitive process
on which we depend for peace of mind and
physical well-being.

However, as human beings, we also wel-
come new challenges that give us the oppor-
tunity to improve our world. As a Turn in
Poachers (TIP) member and someone who is
active in fish and wildlife law enforcement, 1
am looking forward to future challenges
involving the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) and the TIP organization.
We-are fortunate indeed to have TIP board
members and DNR staff with the foresight
needed to plan and initiate these new chal-
lenges for the upcoming year and into the
next decade. |

lowans already familiar with the TIP pro-
gram are aware that approximately one-half
of the annual TIP cases the DNR investigates
each year involve deer poaching. Many of the
cases turn out to be violations by spotlighters
and those who place a monetary value on the
head and/or rack of a trophy-class whitetail
deer. This commercialization of our wildlife
resources will not be tolerated in Iowa: lowa
sportsmen and sportswomen deserve every
opportunity possible to legally harvest a tro-
phy-class deer during their lifetime. If left
unchecked, unscrupulous hunters and poach-
ers will Tob us of that opportunity.

Through the generosity of well-known
wildlife artist Larry Zach, TIP is able to enact
changes targeting illegal trophy hunters.
Zach, a dedicated sportsman himself, will be
donating revenue from the sale of his “Old
Rivals” print. The additional revenue will be
oarmarked for TIP reward payments in cases
where trophy deer are illegally taken.

7ach feels the incentive of larger rewards
will encourage more citizens to report these
violators. We at the DNR agree wholehearted-
ly, and wish to extend our congratulations to
him for his recent appointment as a TIP board

—ember. Zach is joining a unique group of
sportsmen and sportswomen whose individ-
ual dedication personifies the saying, “walk
the walk.” I am proud not only to work with
these people on a pmfessimml basis, but to
1150 share with them our common interest In
lowa’s fish and wildlife resources.

Anyone can be a supporting member
of TIP. Annual individual memberships are
$20 and can be mailed to TIP treasurer, 3071
Brittany Circle NE, Cedar Rapids, lowa 52411-
9502. Working together, we can make poach-
ers an endangered species. ®

HAVE YOUR DEER RACK MEASURED

by James Zohrer
DNR Wildlife Bureau

lowa is quickly becoming known almost as
much for deer hunting as 1t 18 phea&;ant hunt-
ng.

In the last few years, lowa has ranked in the
top five states for the number of trophy bucks
shot with gun or bow based on entries into the
Boone and Crockett or Pope and Young nation-
A1 records. Iowa also has a trophy deer records
program using the same scoring system as the
two national programs, although minimum
qualifying scores for like categories may vary.
Each year, official measurers for the lowa pro-
gram score more than 1,000 deer racks with
about 400 meeting minimum Scoring qualifica-
tions to be entered into the state record book.

There is no fee for having deer racks measured
or entered in the lowa Trophy Deer Record
Book. Racks are classified as either typical
(where all points come off the main beam in a
typical manner) or non-typical (where points
come off the main beam at an unusual location
or angle and may be of non-typical shape).
Scores will be entered in one of five categories depending on the type of weapon used to take the
deer, including shotgun, muzzleloader, handgun, archery or crossbow. Crossbow entries are

only open to disabled ‘ndividuals who meet the requirements to legally use a crossbow for tak-
ing deer in lowa.

Information regarding hunters who take qualifying state record deer is published in the fall issue

of the Towa Conservationist. Rack owners also receive an award certificate and trophy deer
shoulder patch.

e T 5 -

Because of the varying degree of shrinkage, racks must air dry for 60 days before they can be
easured. There is no time limit concerning how long ago the deer was killed for measurement
purposes or for entry into the JTowa records. Hunters who want to have their deer racks officially
measured should write the Towa DNR, ATTN: Deer Antler Measurement, Wallace Building, Des
Moines, Jowa 50319 for a list of official measurers, or View the list on the wildlife bureau
[nternet home page at www.state.ia.us / wildlife. Applicants can then contact the measurer near-
ost them to make arrangements to have the rack measured.

Hunters who shoot a big buck this year <hould consider having it measured to compare it with
other big bucks taken in lowa. Who knows, it may just make the state all-time top 10 list. 1

IOWA 198-99 HUNTING

SPECIES 1

SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS

-~ SEASON | SHOOTING HOURS | BAG LIMITS
(DATES INCLUSIVE} &)

e DAILY POSSESSION
ivouth Rooster Pheasant

‘iiage 15 or younger)™ + Oct. 24-25 s e S Lo 1 2
iﬁgr.:siar Pheasamt Oct. 31 - Jan. 10, 1899 a2:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 3 12
iBobwhite Quail [Oct 31 - Jan. 31, 1999 8 16

{Gray Partridge Oct. 10-Jan. 31,1999 | g0 8 16

iRall (Sora & Virginia) | Sept. 5-Nov.13 12 2y
'Snipe Sept. 5 - Nov. 30 —| 1/2Hour Before 8 16
?:ukey (Gun)* Oct. 12 - Nov. 30 Suise 10 Sunset s A Teeny
E;uerkey (Bow Only)* Oct. 1 - Dec. 4 and - licén:y per license

:  |Dec.21-Jan10,1999 | P > e vl
iDeer (Bow) j Oct. 1 -Dec. 4 and 1/2 Hour .

%_ | _ i i L Dec. 21 - Jan. 10, 1999 _1 Befcre S,unrisg

iDeer (Muzzieloader) ' Oct. 17- Oct. 25™ or ; to 1/2 Hour '

1 Py | Dec. 21 - Jan. 10, 1999 | After Sunset One deer One deer
tYouth Deer (Age 12-15) f_ﬁ}r_sxgpt. 19-0ct. 4 X | per license per license
‘Deer (Bonus Late Season) | Jan 11 - 17, 1999

iDeer (Shotgun) Dec.5-Dec.9or : i

: Dec. 12 - Dec. 20 Sunrise : _
fied Grouse | Oct 3 -Jan. 31, 1999 10 e e (s, o
iRabbit (Cottontall) | Sept. 1 - Feb. 28, 1999 ] SAMSCS s _19_: 20 ¥
Rabba (Jack) [[DcE31=Dec e £ et 3 2 E 4
Squirrel (Fox & Gray) | Sept. 1 - Jan. 31, 1999 A E * e JBRR 257 e
‘Groundhog ~ | June15-0Oct. 31 e TR

Crow Oct. 15 - Nov. 30 and None

i 0 e s - | Jan. 14 - March 31, 1999 | i

Figeon™* Oct. 1 -March 31,1989 |

eead. s I e 3 i

Opossum | Nov. 7 - Jan. 31, 1999 Ngr&g None

Fox (Red & Gray) — { Now. 7 - Jan. 31, 1989 | OPEFYECSRY ELTAE

T oS, . Day Only

*Resident=s only

»= M owever, within 100 yards of bulldings and bridges pigoons may De taken year round. + See regulations for all requirements.
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SpeciAL DEErR HUNTS HELP CONTROL EXPANDING HERDS

A number of special deer hunts are being held this fall and winter to help control local deer numbers in certain areas. Deer populations in some

cities, state and county pa:rks and the Army Ammunitions Plant at Burlington have reached unacceptably high levels. Special deer hunts are being

implemented or are being continued from _prévious years in order to help control the expanding deer herd. When deer numbers become too high,

| damage to 'CTOPS;_ gai‘dens_ and tree and slu'ub plantings _mcrée_ése'. Spbrt_huhting is the primary method of control for local deer numbers, and

wherehunhng had rit::t.;beéﬁ allowed mthe * p_ast;_'_deér numbers h Ve mc a_s‘e__d su Stantiaﬂy, Controlled hunt's are bemg used to help reduce thlS B

increasing der population. Localregulations and application dates vary from area to area. Furters interested in taking part in these special deer

............

1998-1999 SPECIAL DEER HUNTS

AREA ' SEASON DATES # LICENSES WEAPON APPLICATION PROCEDURES

| Backbone Dec. 5-6 60 Antlerless Gun Must apply in-person at 8:00 A.M., September 12th
Dec. 12-13 60 Antlerless Backbone State Park office. (First-come basis)

. Dubuque County All Seasons 295 Antlerless Archery & Gun Licenses available September 1st at the Dubuque County
. Zone (except youth) 5 Any Sex Recorders office. (First Come Basis) One hundred of these

licenses will be designated for the City of Dubuque
| Archery Hunt, special requirements involved, contact the
city at 319-589-4263 or 4181.

Black Hawk Oct. 5-Jan. 10 190 Antlerless Archery Only Applications are available beginning August 1st from the
County Zone 10 Any Sex Hartman Reserve Nature Center.

Scott County Park Dec. 5-6 120 Antlerless Gun Applications are available beginning August 29th and
Dec. 7-8 Total accepted through September 30th. Applications are avail
sble at Scott Co. Park and West Lake Park. (Lottery)

Linn County Zone All Seasons 300 Antlerless Archery & Gun Licenses available early August at the Linn County
: (except youth) Recorders office. (First Come Basis)

Marion Oct. 1-Jan. 10th 75 Antlerless  Archery Only Applications available beginning September 1st Monday

through Friday 8-4 p.m. at the Marion Police Department.
(First- Come Basis) |

Squaw Creek Park  Oct. 1 _Jan. 10th 75 Antlerless Archery Only Applications are available from Linn County

Conservation beginning July 1st until August 10th (Lottery) SN

Kent Park Dec. 5-6 75 Antlerless Gun Must apply in-person September 26th at Kent Park. (First- L/-)
Dec. 12-13 75 Antlerless come basis) Park office opens at 8:00 A.M. \\%

Ammunition Plant All Seasons 500 Antlerless Archery & Gun Filled

Polk County Zone Varies by location 500 Antlerless Archery & Gun Licenses available September 1st at the Polk County A\
Conservation Board, Polk County Recorder, Des Moines
P Water Works, and sporting good stores to be determined.
(First Come Basis) Certain areas will be Archery Only,
special requirements involved.

50 Antlerless Gun Applications available September 1st at the IDNR SW
District Office. Ph. 712-769-2587. Applications accepted at
the park beginning October 5th (First-come basis)

Viking Lake Dec. 5-6 40 Antlerless Gun Applications available September 1Ist at the IDNR SW
District Office. Ph. 712-769-2587. Applications accepted at
the park beginning October 5th (First-come basis)

(D
f"]
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Springbrook D

Lake Panorama Oct. 1-Dec. 4 50 Antlerless ~ Archery Only Members and guest only
Dec.21-Jan.10 3 Any-sex

Lake Manawa Oct. 1 -Dec. 4 30 Antlerless  Archery Only Available September 1st at the park office (First—come
basis)

|
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g - 828 2%
Proven Steel Shot Eg 5 g E i g g . g i
Loads for Waterfowl!’ = E ﬁ S |E5% g g 5ig
L oad Velocity: 1,225 - 1,425 FPS | g g. “fg % g ; E g E E g E g
Sl 1] 1
ACTIVITY =882 ¢
Large Geese at Long Rz:mge2 50-65 BBBto T 1-1/4 e 45-50 Improved Modified
Giant, Westemn, Atiantic and Interior Canadas
Large Geese OverDecoys: | 40-50 | BBtoBBB | 1-1/8 | 34 45-50 | Modified
Medium/Small Geese Long Range> | 50-65 | BBtoBBB | 1-1/4 | 34 55-60 | Improved Modified
Snow, White-front, Lesser Canadas
Mediun/Small Geese Over Decoys. | 40-50 | 2toBB | 1-1/8 | 34 | 5560 | Modified
Large Ducks at Long Range 45-65 2 to 1 1-1/8 | 2-3 80-85 | Full
Mallard, Bladk, Pintail, Goldeneye, Gadwall ,
 Large Ducks Over Decoys™"* I 3045 | 68to2 | 1 | 34 { 85 | LC.(20-35 Yds), Mod. (3545 Yds)
Large Ducks in Flooded Timber3' b 20-30 6tod 3/4 4 85 improved Cylinder
“Medium Ducks Over Decoys>® | 3045 | 8to3 1 | 4 | 110 | improved Cylinder (20-35 Yards),
Small Ducks Over Decoys™' © 30-45 6 to 4 1 3 130-140 | Modified (20-35 Yards),
Teal, Ruddy, Buffiehead | Full (3545 Yards) :
 Swatter Load for Wounded Birds | 2035 | 7tos | 1 -- 60 jml 0

This table summarizes analysis to date of the waterfowl lethality data base of the Cooperative North American Shotgunning Education Program (CONSEP)
waterfowl hunters not only engage in thorough pattern testing and ample target practice, but also restrict shooting to ranges less than 45 yards.
Note: To date, steel #BBB (.190") has exhibited the best all-around performance for taking geese;

A

| These findings are derived from testing 3" 20-gauge and 27/4", 3

ana a3 /o

data bases completed, findings will be updated and may change

2 Steel #F (.2207%) in all 12-gauge load configurations has exhibited the nighest crippling rate on geese of all steel pellet sizes tested. Due to inadequate pattern density, steel
#F has not proven lethal on geese beyond 35 yards
=2

Steel #4 (. 1307) has &
4 Steel #6 (.110%) has

e

q!

mington Arms Company.

) LOPYTriqQl
L= e~ S

‘!_997 by Tom F;Dst{:j

f NAas

Distributed b}f CONSEP. :

—- :
= F-Yeld
| e e

12-gauge steel loads

steel #3 (.140") the best all-around performance for taking ducks.
As additional pellet sizes, load configurations, and gauges are tested and

exhibited good all-around performance for taking small and medium-siZzed QUCKS, put has not proven lethal on large ducks beyond 45 yards

proven lethal out 1o 40 yaras on all ducks tested yroven particularly effective out to 35 yards when used with chokes no tighter than modified.

terminal ballistics information is provided courtesy of the members of CONSEP. CONSEP is a research and information service currently funded jointly by 25 state fish and wildilife |

lencies: the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: the Canadian Wildlife Service; the Victornia Department of Conservation and Environment, Australia; Winchester Division/Olin Corporation; and
>ontributing members include Larry Gore's Katy Prairie and Eagle Lake QOutfitters, and Briley Manufacturing Company.

Responsible

nt rights granted only by written permission of copyright holder.
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SUNRISE-SUNSET SCHEDULE
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Sept. Ocl. Nov. Dec. STAFF
Day Risc Sct Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Setl Rise Set Rise Set Risec Sct
am. pOL. am. pa.  &anm. pm. am. pm. am. PpJn d.m. pMm. am po. am. pm. a.m. p.a.
01 1220 AR s N4 AN R ¥ S8R 5460 0:28% S 159 70D 5:28 6:36 5:5Y 5.4 6:34 4:57 7:09 4:33
02 7-29 444 7:13 5:19 636 5:54 5:44 629 4:58 7:01 529 634 600 543 635 4:56 7:10 4:33 DIRECTOR
03 720 R4S D) 00 K= - G BAS5 5840 SGAN id T 702 N3G « f01L 541 53T ASS . 7oL 4535 Larry ] Wilson
04 729 446 711 522 632 556 5:41 631 4:56 7:03 531 631  6:02 5:39 638 4:54  7:12 4:33
05 790: 447 710 523" 531 5587 530 632 d4:54 7:04 5:32 629 6:03 5:38 639 4:53 7:13 4:32
06 729 448 7:09 525 629 559 537 633 4:53 7:05 533 627  6:04 5:36  6:40 4:51  7:14 4:32 DEPUTY DIRECTOR
07 729 449 7:08 526 628 6:00 536 6:34 4:52 7:07 534 626 6:05 5:34 641 4:50 7:15 4:32 :
08 729 450 7:07 527 626 601 534 635 4:51 7:08 335 624 607 5:33 643 4:49 7:16 4:32 Don Paulin
09 729 451 7:05 528 624 602 532 636 4:50 7:09 5:36 622 608 531 6:44 448 7:17 4:32
10 728 452 7:04 530 623 6:03 531 637 4:49 7:10 537 620 6:09 529 645 447 7:18 4:32
11 728 453 7:03 531 621 604 529 638 4:47 7:II 538 6:19 6:10 528  6:46 4:46 7:19 4:32 FISH & WILDLIFE DIVISION
12 728 454 7:02 532 6:19 6:06 527 640 4:46 7:12 5:39 6:17 6:11 5:26 6:47 4:45 7:20 4:33 : i
13 727 455 7:00 533 6:18 607 526 641 4:45 7:13 541 6:15  6:12 5:25  6:49 4:44 7:20 4:33 Allen Farris, Administrator
13 1201456 6559 535 1 6:16 60 524 642 4:44 7:14 542 6:14 o e it 6:50 443 7:21 4:33
15 il 4:5Y 6:58 536 6:14 605 523 6:43 4:43 7:15 543 6:12 6:14 5:21 6:51 4:43 ]:22 4:33 :
16 7:26 4:59 6:56 537 6:13 6:10 521 644 442 7:16 44 6:10 - 61155200 65242 PR 31 Bureau ChIEfS
17 726 500 6:55 5:38 6:11 611 520 .6:45 441 7:12 5345 6:08 6:16 S:18  6:53 4:41 7:23 4:34 : - A
I8 725 S0l 654 540 609 6:12 5:18 646 4:40 7:18 5:36 607 6:18 517 655 4:40 7:24 4:34 Richard Bishop, Wildlife
:3 :7;: 2“?5. 6 -a? ﬁji fu:‘i h:i:: Szi? ?-I; :::42 "'IL_; 5 41 6_(;2 6 i : | SERE :; aiz *:3:‘; 4:35 Marion Conover, Fisheries
2 l:. () 6:51 5:42 Y 6: 5:15 6:¢ 4:39" 1:3( 548 6:0: 6:20 S:14 6:57 4:3¢ Te2 N aess 2
21 723 504 649 5:43 604 6:16 5:14 649  4:38 7:21 549 6:01 621 5:12 658 438 7:25 4:35 Rick McGeough, Law Enforcement
32 Sa2a 506k 648 5450 603 6:17 - 5- 126500437 7 5:50 6:00 622 S:11  6:59 4:37 7:26 4:36
33 qHAC ST = bda A6 a0l 62187 25T 65T 54236 72 5:51 5:58 623 5:09 7:00 437 7:26 4:37
24 721 508 645 547 559 6:19° 5:09 653 4:36 7:23 5-53. 556 625508 . T-02 435" 72717
25 720 5:09° 6:43° S4B S:57 6200 5:08 6:54 435 724 553 555 626 5:07 7:03 4:36 7:27 4:38 : -1 17 :
26 720 5111 642 549 556 621 506 655 4:3¢ 7:25 554 553 627 S0S  7:04 435 7:28 4:38 lowa Fish and Wildlife News is pub-
27  7:19 5:12 640 551 554 622 505 656 4:34 7:26 5:55 5:51  6:28 5:04  7.05 435 7:28 4:39 lished in ]anuary, April, May and
PRISNEZ-IRATIRS 26:30 52527 5:52 AP 514 (:575 R AR 127 5:56 S5:49  6:29 S:02 7:06 4:34 7:28 4:40 : ST
29 7 ) 7 G HL L 551 624 5:02 6S8 4:32 7:2R 5:57 5:48 630501 7:07 4:34 7:28 4:4) September, by the Fish and Wildlife
3( 7:16 5:16 549 6:25 5:01 659 4:32 7:28 5-58 5:46 32 5:00 7:08 434  7:29 4:4 sl
el e e o e G e i gy Division, lowa Department of Natural
5 5 4 3 2 1 Resources, Wallace State Office Bldg.,
i _ 900 East Grand, Des Moines, lowa
i e = T * The sunrise-sun
| l | e Su e-sunset schsdule 50319-0034
R == | G — H above represents Zone 1 in ex-
{ | | r_ g \ treme eastern lowa (See map
— m— -i  — 7
e at left).
e b [ SR — 0 A P | L\ EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
% | | e 2 - g _ Federal regulations prohibit discrimination on the
= =T T 5 e sl Add four minutes for each basis of race, color, national origin, or disability. If
\ | | r | | P——— zone west of Zone 1 (see map). you believe that you have been discriminated
' | S W] | 1 11 Sl —E . . An -
—F [ ’[ ] | e o s e ) B — against in any program, activity, or facility as
( ‘ ' | 2 , . - : : !
R o e [1_____ [dsdas 351/ Each schedule is based on c%escrlbed abav_e orlfyf:)u desire further informa
e — - o n Al S aneardim tion, please write to: Director, lowa Department of
. S ]sens Sl <t Natural Resources, Wallace State Office Building,
| | If‘ 900 E. Grand Ave., Des Moines, lowa 5031900034
(— [T | * Add one hour for Daylight Sav-
= ings Time when in effect.
+20 min +16 min +12 min +8 min +4 min In Table






