
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides 
weekly during the legislative session, features historical facts about Iowa, the 

Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  All historical publications 
are reproduced here with the actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 

 
April 20, 2011 

 
THIS WEEK:  Concerning the Settlement with the Capitol Commissioners 

 
BACKGROUND: The 1898 Official Register contains several pages dedicated to 
information taken directly from the Board of Capitol Commissioners reports. 
The Commissioners reports are hand-written ledgers that were summarized 
and transcribed into a book about that time.  The book is several hundred 
pages and contains the biennial reports of the Commission submitted 
between the years of 1871 to 1886. It also contains the condensed report 
“Concerning the Settlement with the Capitol Commissioners” submitted to 
Governor Larrabee in July 1886. The facts included in the 1898 Official 
Register are found in that portion of the reports. 
 
 
 
Concerning the Settlement with the Capitol Commissioner          

                            

• There are 361,339 cubic feet of stone in the 
superstructure. 

• There are 2,848,584 pounds of iron in the Capitol. 
• There are 2,230,528 feet of lumber used in the 

Capitol. 
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• The steam pipes, water pipes, gas pipes, iron pipes, 
brass pipes and cast iron pipes combined equal 
40.56 miles of pipe throughout the building. 

• Horsehair in bushels 1,740 used in plastering walls. 
• Encaustic tile used originally on both first floor and 

second floor, 43,153 square feet. 
• Marble tile floors in square feet 5,227 (used on 

ground floor until the early 1900s). 
 
 
CLASSIFIED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES FROM MAY 25, 
1870, TO JUNE 30, 1886. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
TOTAL…………………………………………………$2,873,294.59 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EXPENDITURES 

 
 

TOTAL…………………………………………………$2,876,300.00 
 

                                 
 

Governor William Larrabee 
 


