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A Mason City man says 
he got the most un-

expected belated birthday 
gift: a $1 million Mega 
Millions prize.

Lonnie Sandberg said he 
checked his numbers on-
line right after the Mega 
Millions drawing, and then 
checked them again and 
again because he couldn’t 
believe his eyes.

“I just happened to check 
them that night – I nor-
mally don’t do that,” he 
said as he claimed his big 
prize at lottery headquarters in Des Moines. “I couldn’t believe what I was seeing. 
I’m still in shock.”

Sandberg, who just turned 50 in late September, said once he realized how much he’d 
won, he needed some time to think. So he took a couple days away to consult with 
family for some financial advice.

Sandberg, who is single, said that before he claimed his prize, his brothers were the 
only ones who knew about his win.

“I just knew I needed to go slowly and think things through,” he said. “I’m planning 
to invest most of the money. There are things that go through your mind, but I want 
to have a good plan with it. I’m still in disbelief.”

He joked that he may be in trouble with his mom, who he hadn’t told before claim-
ing the prize.
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Game
Drawing 

Days

Sales 
Cutoff 
Time

Approx.
Drawing 

Time

Approx.
Allowed
Cashing 

Time

Hot Lotto Wednesday 
and Saturday 8:18 p.m. 9:40 p.m. 11:45 p.m.

$100,000 
Cash Game

Monday 
through 
Saturday

8:18 p.m. 8:28 p.m. 8:40 p.m.

Mega 
Millions

Tuesday 
and Friday 8:59 p.m. 10 p.m. Next Day

Pick 3 and 
Pick 4 

Midday
Daily 12:30 p.m. 12:40 p.m. 1:00 p.m.

Pick 3 and 
Pick 4 

Evening
Daily 8:18 p.m. 9:20 p.m. 9:40 p.m.

Powerball Wednesday 
and Saturday 8:59 p.m. 9:59 p.m. 11:40 p.m.

Lotto Game Information

Note about the next “Lottery Action”: “Lottery Action” will not be published the 
week of Nov. 8 due to the Veterans Day holiday. The next issue will be released 
on Nov. 15. 

658 SNOWMAN BINGO 10/5/09 11/29/10
661 NUTCRACKER CASH 10/26/09 11/29/10

570 SET FOR LIFE 6/25/07 1/3/11
623 ANTE UP 1/5/09 1/3/11
635 DOUBLE PAYDAY 1/26/09 1/3/11
638 TREASURE HUNTER 4/20/09 1/3/11
646 SUPERSTAR CASH 7/13/09 1/3/11
650 FLYING ACES 8/24/09 1/3/11
651 MIDWEST MILLIONS 9/14/09 1/3/11
668 SHERLOCK HOLMES 11/16/09 1/3/11

498 $35 MIL. CASH SPECTACULAR 01/09/06
592 BINGO TIMES 10-Orange/Green 03/31/08
612 CROSSWORD-Orange/Yellow 12/22/08
624 4 WAY CASH 01/05/09
632 WILD BINGO 01/05/09
633 EZ GRAND 02/16/09
631 LUCKY DIAMONDS 03/30/09
643 LINE ‘EM UP 06/22/09
634 FUNKY 5’S 06/22/09
644 THE FREEDOM ROCK™ 07/13/09
645 HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS 07/13/09
647 CASH SPLASH 08/03/09
648 10K PAYDAY 08/03/09
649 BLACKJACK 08/24/09
652 HARVEST MOON 09/14/09
653 ROLL ‘EM 09/14/09
657 JINGLE BELL CROSSWORD 10/05/09
662 HOLLY JOLLY JACKPOT 10/26/09
663 OH, DEER! 10/26/09
664 SEASON’S DELIGHT 10/26/09
656 CROSSWORD-Blue/Green 12/10/09
660 BINGO NIGHT-Purple/Green 12/18/09
669 DOUBLE CHERRY TWIST 01/04/10
670 INSTANT CASH KENO 01/04/10
671 BLACK PEARLS 01/04/10
665 DOUGH PLOW 01/11/10
672 VETERANS CASH 01/25/10
673 SUPER 7’S 01/25/10
674 TROPICAL TREASURES 02/15/10
659 DBL. BLACKJACK DBL. PLAY 02/22/10
675 THREE LITTLE MONKEYS 03/08/10
676 DID I WIN? 03/08/10
677 CASH TO GO 03/29/10
687 RACING TO RICHES 03/29/10
666 LIFETIMES RICHES 04/05/10
679 COOL 1’S 04/19/10
680 THE SILVER TICKET 04/19/10
681 EMERALD GREEN 8’S 05/10/10
667 CASH BONANZA 05/24/10
682 SERIOUS JACK 05/24/10
683 FIRE ‘N DICE 05/24/10
684 LUCKY LINES 06/07/10
685 JUST A BUCK 06/28/10
686 FAT CAT DOUBLER 06/28/10
655 CASH VAULT 07/19/10
688 VETERANS HOT 7S 07/19/10
689 RINGS OF CASH 08/09/10
654 FABULOUS FORTUNE 08/30/10
690 BLACK CHERRY DOUBLER 08/30/10
691 COOL CASH 08/30/10
682 TRIPLE DIAMONDS 09/20/10
696 REINDEER BINGO 10/04/10
698 HOLIDAY CROSSWORD 10/04/10
700 MERRY MONEY 10/04/10
702 CROSSWORD - Red/Green 10/04/10
694 TINSEL TOWN 10/11/10
695 HAPPY HOLIDAYS 10/11/10
697 STOCKING STUFFER TRIPLER 10/11/10
699 SILVER BELLS 10/11/10

Game End and
Validation End Dates Official 

Game 
End

Valid 
Period 
Ends

658 Snowman Bingo 8/30/10 11/29/10
661 Nutcracker Cash 8/30/10 11/29/10

570 Set For Life 10/4/10 1/3/11
623 Ante-Up 10/4/10 1/3/11
635 Double Payday 10/4/10 1/3/11
638 Treasure Hunter 10/4/10 1/3/11
646 Superstar Cash 10/4/10 1/3/11
650 Flying Aces 10/4/10 1/3/11
651 Midwest Millions 10/4/10 1/3/11
668 Sherlock Holmes 10/4/10 1/3/11

Mason City Man Wins Belated $1 Million Birthday Gift
Days After Turning 50, He Wins Big Prize Playing Mega Millions 

Continued on Page 2

Lonnie Sandberg of Mason City, left, receives a ceremonial $1 million 
check from Iowa Lottery CEO Terry Rich. 

Again this year, the Iowa Lottery’s “Tech The 
Halls” holiday promotion gives players a chance 
to win cash and Sony® electronic prizes by enter-
ing the serial numbers from their nonwinning 
holiday scratch tickets. Nonwinning tickets 
must be entered in the promotion at ialottery.
com with the appropriate prize category for the 
holiday scratch ticket by noon on Jan. 18, 2011. 

Players enter to win with their name, street 
address, phone number and the serial number 
from a nonwinning scratch ticket. An eligible 
entry for this promotion is any legally acquired, 
nonwinning holiday scratch ticket in Game 
#694, 695, 696, 697, 698, 699 or 700 that has not 
been previously claimed as a winner or previ-
ously submitted as an entry. 

For details, visit ialottery.com or see the promo-
tional brochure. 
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Red Hot Cash

Cost:  $2
Top Prize:  $750
Odds:  1 in 6.14
Begin Ordering:  Nov. 8

LOTTERY ACTION DELIVERS

“So, Mom, if you’re watching … sorry!” he said with a sheepish smile. “I talked 
to my brothers first because my brothers have a better background in investing 
than I do, so I went to them for advice.”

Sandberg, who inspects and loads product at a Mason City food distribution 
service, says he expects he’ll be getting a little more attention now that he’s won 
$1 million.

“That’s one of the reasons I’ve been out of town!” he said with a laugh.

Sandberg said he did work for a time after realizing he’d won the big prize, but 
admits to being more than a little distracted on the job, so he took some time away. 
He said he will continue working and knows his co-workers will be surprised.

“I wanted to have a plan before I told anyone and I knew that if I stayed at work 
I would end up telling someone!” he said.

Sandberg says he enjoys playing lotto games and buys one ticket each week for the 
Mega Millions, Powerball® and Hot Lotto® drawings. He said he’s always added the 
multipliers to his lotto tickets, knowing it would multiple any prizes he might win.

“I’ve never gotten a check with so many zeros on it,” he said as he looked at his 
ceremonial check when he was presented with his big prize.

Sandberg purchased his ticket at 
Mills Fleet Farm, 3200 Fourth 
St. S.W. in Mason City, the spot 
where he regularly buys his tick-
ets.

Sandberg’s ticket matched the first five numbers but missed the Mega Ball to win 
a $250,000 prize. Since he added the Megaplier® option to his ticket, his won a 
$1 million prize. All Match 5 Megaplier prizes are $1 million, regardless of the 
Megaplier number drawn.* The Match 5 Megaplier change was just made in the 
game on Sept. 14, and Sandberg became Iowa’s first million-dollar winner to 
benefit from the new system.

Players can add the Megaplier option to Mega Millions purchases for an extra 
$1 per play. The Megaplier multiplies all other non-jackpot prizes by 2, 3 or 4.

Since the lottery’s start in 1985, its players have won more than $2.5 billion in 
prizes while the lottery has raised more than $1.2 billion for the state programs 
that benefit all Iowans.

Today, lottery proceeds in Iowa have three main purposes: They provide support 
for veterans, help for a variety of significant projects through the state General 
Fund, and backing for the Vision Iowa program, which was implemented to cre-
ate tourism destinations and community attractions in the state and build and 
repair schools.
*The published prize amounts are based on the expected number of winners sharing in the prize pool. 
In some cases, when the non-jackpot prize liability exceeds the available prize fund, these prizes may 
be paid on a pari-mutuel basis and may be lower.

Mason City Man Wins Belated $1 Million Birthday Gift
Continued from Page 1

“I’ve never gotten a check with so 
many zeros on it.” 
 — Lonnie Sandberg

Players May Win Red Hot $750 Prize With New $2 Pull-tab
Play by peeling apart the five tabs located on the 
back of the ticket. Three symbols are printed under 
each tab. Check all five tab areas. If three consecu-
tive symbols printed vertically or diagonally under 
any of the tabs match identically any of the winning 
combinations shown on the ticket front, the player 
wins the corresponding prize. The arrow connecting 
the symbols indicates a winner.

This pull-tab ticket has 50 top prizes of $750. Players 
who find the “Red Hot Jackpot” symbol automati-
cally win the top prize. Top prizes in this game must 
be claimed at any Iowa Lottery regional office or 
by mail. For claiming instructions, see the retailer 
manual, a lottery brochure or visit ialottery.com/
Games/ClaimingPrizes.  

VETERANS DAY HOLIDAY  
LOTTERY OFFICES 

CLOSED
NO DELIVERIES

 THERE’S A HOLIDAY 
NExT WEEk. CHECk WITH 
YOuR DSR FOR DELIVERY 

SCHEDuLE.

RED HOT CASH 
(PuLL-TAB - $2) BEGINS

 THERE’S A HOLIDAY 
NExT WEEk. CHECk WITH 
YOuR DSR FOR DELIVERY 

SCHEDuLE.

THANkSGIVING DAY HOLIDAY 
LOTTERY OFFICES CLOSED

NO DELIVERIES

Reminders About Paying Prizes  
Iowa Lottery retailers need to be familiar with the 
procedures for paying prizes in all types of situations. 
Lottery rules state that prizes may be paid to persons 
of any age, but there are different considerations in 
paying those who are under 21.

First, all tickets must be signed before they can be 
checked or validated. 

Paying someone under age 18 - These people are mi-
nors in the eyes of the law. If the person entitled to a 
prize is under the age of 18, the payment of the prize 
may be made with cash or a check payable to the order 
of the minor or to a parent or legal guardian of the 
minor. Claim forms and tickets submitted by minors 
must also be signed by a parent or legal guardian of 
the minor.

Paying someone ages 18, 19 or 20 – These people are 
no longer minors but legal adults. They may claim 
prizes in Lottery games as long as the claimant did not 
actually purchase the ticket. The person cannot use the 
prize winnings to purchase lottery tickets.  

Paying someone age 21 or over – There are no restric-
tions on paying the claimant a prize. 

Retailers should always remember that tickets may not 
be sold to persons under the age of 21.

Watch For November Coupon
Some players will re-
ceive a coupon for Iowa’s 
$100,000 Cash Game 
in November, so be on 
lookout for it!

The coupon comes courtesy of the Iowa Lottery’s 
monthly online player newsletter, “VIP Connec-
tion,” and it’s for $1 off a $3 or more Cash Game 
purchase. Players must make a minimum $3 Cash 
Game purchase to get the $1 off. The discount is $1 
per purchase, no matter how many plays the player 
purchases. The coupon number is 464. 

If you have a question about a coupon, please ask 
your DSR or call the Lottery’s retailer hot line at 
800-228-0010. After 4 p.m., you may call the Sci-
entific Games hot line at 800-858-4744.
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