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ISU RESEARCHERS FOCUS ON GLAUCOMA TREATMENT.

Iowa State researchers Dr. Sinisa Grozdanic, 
Donald Sakaguchi and Matt Harper are 
spearheading a project to develop a new 

technique that could ultimately aid those who suffer vision loss caused 
by glaucoma. An estimated three million people in the United States are 
affected by glaucoma and it’s the second-leading cause of blindness in the 
developed world. 

The genesis of the new technique began with the discovery that animals 
with glaucoma increase production of proteins with neuron-protective 
capabilities (neurotrophins) in an attempt to shield against blindness. 
Once this was determined, the researchers sought to imitate that process 
in the laboratory by modifying bone marrow-derived stem cells and then 
transplanting the cells into the eyes. Thus far, the new technique has been 
used only on laboratory rats, but it has successfully improved the rats’ 
visual functions after the procedure.

“One of the really unique aspects of this approach is that we can isolate 
these stem cells from the same individual being treated, which eliminates the 
ethical issues associated with embryonic stem cells and the immunological 
problems of graft rejection,” points out Sakaguchi.

The groundbreaking work was presented recently at the Association for 
Research in Vision and Ophthalmology Conference. The research team 
hopes to expand the experimental treatment to canine patients in the next 
year. If successful, it is then expected to move to human trials.
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For more inFormation on Career oPPortunities in Iowa’s BiosCienCe 
industry, Go to www.smartCareermoVe.Com.

PRINCIPAL TO EXPAND BY 1,500 JOBS.
Already one of Iowa’s largest employers, Principal 

Financial Group, Inc. is set to add an additional 

1,500 jobs to its Des Moines operations within 

the next five years. The news comes as a result 

of continued growth in the company’s primary 

asset management group, known as Principal Global Investors. According to 

projections, the company will need to create 20 percent more jobs, ranging 

from entry-level administrative assistants to senior-level managers with base 

salaries as high as $135,000 annually. Principal says 840 of the new jobs will 

pay an average of $23.45 per hour. The company has grown its staff by about 

3 percent annually and currently employs 7,900 people in Des Moines.

IOWA’S MOVIE STAR IS RISING.
A recently enacted state tax incentive plan is about to make shooting movies 

on location in Iowa more attractive than ever. House File 892, signed into law 

by Iowa Governor Chet Culver, includes tax incentives that give producers a 

state tax credit equal to 25 percent of the cost of items they purchase or rent 

in Iowa, such as cars, equipment for the movie set and the wages of people 

hired as extras. The tax breaks are intended to help Iowa compete with 

states such as Illinois and Louisiana that have attracted movie projects away 

from Hollywood in recent years. Already three movie productions are set to 

begin shooting in Iowa soon, including features to be filmed in Marshalltown, 

Des Moines and an undisclosed location in eastern Iowa. To learn more, visit 
www.traveliowa.com/film.

AVIATION FACILITY SOON TO LAND IN DES MOINES.

Northwest Airlines® subsidiary Mesaba Airlines 
has chosen Des Moines as the site of a new $11.8 
million maintenance facility that will house four 

aircraft bays and handle scheduled maintenance for the carrier’s fleet of 
50-seat Bombardier CRJ200 and 76-seat CRJ900 aircraft. The facility will 
be located at Des Moines International Airport and will add more than 30 
jobs to the local economy.

Several locations were considered for the maintenance facility, but in 
the end, Des Moines won out on the strength of its centralized proximity 
to Mesaba operations in Minneapolis/St. Paul, Detroit and Memphis as 
well as the airport infrastructure in place at Des Moines International. 
Construction on the new facility is expected to begin later this year and be 
completed by the summer of 2008.

Northwest and its Northwest Airlink partners, including Mesaba, provide 
nonstop service from Des Moines to Detroit, Memphis, Minneapolis/
St. Paul and Washington, D.C. 

AEGON BUYS MERrILL LYNCH LIFE INSURANCE UNITS. 

Insurance and investment products provider Aegon 
has agreed to acquire Merrill Lynch Life Insurance  
Co. and ML Life Insurance Co. of New York for $1.3 

billion. The deal will propel Aegon into the top 10 sellers of variable annuities 
through wirehouses and brokers/dealers, a growing sales channel for the 
popular retirement products. 

The acquisition is expected to impact operations at Aegon’s largest U.S. office 
in Cedar Rapids, home to six divisions of the Dutch company. The company’s 
Cedar Rapids operations include AEGON USA Investment Management, LLC.; 
AFP Division; Corporate Division; Diversified Investment Advisors, Inc.; Financial 
Markets Group; and Transamerica Retirement Services Division. 

Aegon is just one of the growing numbers of insurance and financial services 
companies that are expanding operations in the state of Iowa. Currently, nearly 
81,000 people are engaged in Iowa’s insurance and financial services sectors.

For more inFormation on Career oPPortunities in Iowa’s adVanCed 
manuFaCturinG industry, Go to www.smartCareermoVe.Com. 

IOWA STARTUP HITS COMPUTER 
GAMING JACKPOT.

Phantom EFX, the brainchild of 

Aaron Schurman, has bucked the 

odds according to the top gaming 

companies who rejected his plans for a slots and video poker game several 

years ago. Today his game titles, such as Reel Deal Slots: Mystic Forest, are 

the top-selling games in the PC card and casino game category. Now sold in 

12,000 retail outlets, Phantom EFX games are developed from start to finish 

at the company’s Cedar Falls headquarters, where Schurman employs 32 

animators working alongside math whizzes to create three new games a year. In 

addition to the PC video games, the company also hosts an online subscription 

community where hundreds of players can play slots, place bets (though no 

money is wagered) and receive a live-feed sports book direct from Las Vegas.

For more inFormation aBout Career oPPortunities in Iowa’s FinanCial 
and IT industries, Go to www.smartCareermoVe.Com.
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