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PREFACE 
 
 

This  report describes how Iowa compares to other states in the nation.  To promote consistency, the Iowa 
totals and the other states’ information have been taken entirely from the FBI’s national publication called 
Crime in the United States; 1998.  The Iowa information in Crime in the United States; 1998 is based upon 
actual summary totals for selected reporting jurisdictions and produced by the U.S. Department of Justice, 
F.B.I.  These Iowa totals cannot be compared to the 1998 Incident-Based Iowa Uniform Crime Reports 
which are based on actual totals for all reporting Iowa law enforcement jurisdictions.   

Many factors are involved when considering crime.  This document is not intended to be a complete 
picture of crime but an indication of crime according to the information published in Crime in the United 
States; 1998.  The following excerpts have been included, partially or totally, in Crime in the United States 
for many years and address this issue in a section called Crime Factors: 

 
“Each year when Crime in the United States is published, many entities - news media, tourism agencies, 
and other groups with an interest in crime in our nation - compile rankings of cities and counties based on 
their Crime Index figures.  These simplistic and/or incomplete analyses often create misleading perceptions 
that adversely affect cities and counties, along with their residents.  Assessing criminality and law 
enforcement’s response from jurisdiction to jurisdiction must encompass many elements, some of which, 
while having significant impact, are not readily measurable nor applicable pervasively among all locales.” 

“Historically, the causes and origins of crime have been the subjects of investigation by varied disciplines.  
Some factors which are known to affect the volume and type of crime occurring from place to place are: 

• Population, density and degree of urbanization.   
• Variations in composition of the population, particularly youth concentration.   
• Stability of population with respect to residents’ mobility, commuting patterns, and transient factors. 
• Modes of transportation and highway system. 
• Economic conditions, including median income, poverty level, and job availability. 
• Cultural factors and educational, recreational, and religious characteristics. 
• Family conditions with respect to divorce and family cohesiveness. 
• Climate. 
• Effective strength of law enforcement agencies. 
• Administrative and investigative emphases of law enforcement. 
• Policies of other components of the criminal justice system (i.e., prosecutorial, judicial, correctional, 

and probational). 
• Citizens’ attitudes toward crime. 
• Crime reporting practices of the citizenry. 

 
The Uniform Crime Reports give a nationwide view of crime based on statistics contributed by state and 
local law enforcement agencies.  Population size is the only correlate of crime utilized in this publication.  
While the other factors listed above are of equal concern, no attempt is made to relate them to the data 
presented.  The reader is, therefore, cautioned against comparing statistical data of individual reporting 
units from cities, counties, metropolitan areas, states, or colleges and universities solely on the basis of 
their population coverage or student enrollment.” 

 
Comments and questions about this document are welcome.  Correspondence should be directed to Field 
Services Bureau, Iowa Department of Public Safety, Wallace State Office Bldg. Des Moines, Iowa 50319-
0045, telephone (515) 281-8494, or email us at ibrinfo@dps.state.ia.us. 
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1998 CRIME RATE COMPARISONS 
AS REPORTED IN  

CRIME IN THE UNITED STATES 
 

 

TABLE 1.  Iowa Rates and Rank for 1996, 1997 and 1998 
 

Iowa’s estimated 
total index crime 
rate decreased 8.3 
percent from a total 
index crime rate of 
3815.8 offenses per 
100,000 estimated 
population in 1997 
to 3500.6 in 1998.   

Iowa’s ranking 
among the 50 
states dropped 
from 42nd place in 
1996 to 39th place 
in 1997 but 

increased to 41 in 1998.  The state with the highest offense rate ranks number one while 
the state with the lowest rate ranks fiftieth.  In 1992 through 1994 and in 1996 there were 
8 states with lower rates than Iowa; in 1997 there were 11 states with lower rates than 
Iowa while there were 9 state with lower rates in 1998.   

 
Table 1 (above) and table 2 (on page 3) demonstrate Iowa’s national rank for Part 1 
crimes improved from 1997 to 1998* in three out of the seven individual crime 
categories.  The corresponding 1998 ranking for the crime of rape and aggravated assault 
diminished in Iowa.  However, robbery and motor vehicle theft remained equal in 
ranking while the ranking of murder, burglary and larceny increased.  

 

*  Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Montana, New Hampshire and Wisconsin totals are based 
on estimates in 1998.  Illinois, Kansas, Kentucky, Montana, New Hampshire and 
Vermont are based on estimates in 1997.  Kansas, Illinois, Montana, and Kentucky totals 
are based on estimates in 1996.  Kansas, Illinois and Montana totals are based on 
estimates in 1994 and 1995.  The 1993 data for Kansas and Illinois was also estimated. 

RATES % chg RANK # chg
1996 1997 1998 97-98 1996 1997 1998 97-98

Total Index 3648.9 3815.8 3500.6 -8.3 42 39 41 2

Violent 272.5 310.0 311.5 0.5 40 39 37 -2
Property 3376.4 3505.8 3189.1 -9.0 41 38 40 2

Murder 1.9 1.8 1.9 5.6 T48 46 47 1
Rape 19.7 20.3 25.4 25.1 49 T48 42 -6
Robbery 45.1 55.9 50.9 -8.9 41 41 41 =
Agg. Aslt. 205.9 232.0 233.3 0.6 36 32 30 -2

Burglary 664.6 771.5 673.7 -12.7 40 28 31 3
Larceny 2520.8 2500.0 2306.6 -7.7 37 36 37 1
M.V.T. 191.1 234.3 208.7 -10.9 42 42 42 =  



 4

TABLE 2:  IOWA 

Number of Crimes, Crime Rate and National Rank (Number 1 is Worst) 
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Source: Crime in the U.S. 1998  

Iowa’s crime rates are lower than both the U.S. and regional Part I crime rates, total 
index, violent and property crimes are featured above.  The state of Iowa is included in 
the West North Central Region along with Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, and South Dakota.  Although diminishing, Iowa’s 1998 crime rates were 
below every regional offense rate and were also lower than every corresponding national 
Part I offense rate.   
 

 

Crime Index Rates per 100,000 population 
 
 

Violent Crimes Property Crimes
Murder Burglary
Forcible Rape Larceny
Robbery Motor Veh. Theft
Aggravated Aslt.

CRIME INDEX

 

Iowa 3,500.6
Kansas 4,858.8
Minnesota 4,046.5
Missouri 4,826.4
Nebraska 4,405.2
North Dakota 2,681.0
South Dakota 2,624.1

STATES IN THE REGION
TOTAL INDEX

 

IOWA - REGIONAL - U.S.
COMPARISON OF CRIME RATES, 1998

Figure 1
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Table 3 and Figure 1 show that Iowa’s index total rate for 1998 was 3500.6 
offenses per 100,000 estimated population whereas the regional rate was 
4233.2.  Iowa’s index rate was seventeen percent less than (or 83 percent of) the 
regional rate and twenty-four percent less (or 76 percent of) the U.S. rate of 
4615.5 offenses per 100,000 population. 
 
The sharpest contrast between Iowa crime rates on the one hand and regional or 
national rates on the other hand was in the categories of murder and motor 
vehicle theft.  In 1998, the state murder rate of 1.9 per 100,000 population was 
56 percent less than the regional rate of 4.3.  When Iowa was compared to 
national rates in 1998 the greatest difference occurred in murder also with Iowa’s 
rate being 70 percent less than the national rate of 6.3 offenses per 100,000 
population.  Iowa’s robbery rate of 50.9 followed closely behind, being 46 percent 
less than the regional rate of 94.8 and 69 percent less than the national rate of 
165.2 offenses per 100,000 estimated population. 
 
With the ranking of 37th among the 50 states, Iowa’s 1998 estimated larceny rate 
of 2306.6 was 83% of the regional rate (or 17 percent less).  As late as 1989 
larceny was the only Iowa rate to exceed the corresponding regional rates.  
Iowa’s larceny rate is 85 percent of the corresponding national rate of 2728.1 
offenses per 100,000 population, and the rate is also nearest to the national rate 
of any index crime recorded in 1998. 
 
The estimated violent crime rate figure for 1998 shows that 13 other states had 
lower rates than Iowa, a decline from 10 other states having a better rate in 1996 
and 11 other states having a better rate in 1997.  However, in 1992 the estimated 
rate shows that only 9 states had lower rates.  Although the violent crime rate 
had been rising in 6 of the last 10 years, the state still enjoys a favorable position 
compared to the region since Iowa’s rate of 311.5 was 21 percent less than the 
regional rate of 392.9.  The 1998 violent crime rate for Iowa was 45 percent less 
than the U.S. rate of 566.4 offenses per 100,000 population. 
 
During 1998, Iowa had a reported property crime rate of 3189.1 offenses per 
100,000 population giving the state a ranking of 40th among the 50 states.  This 
rate was 17 percent less than the regional property crime rate of 3840.3 and 21 
percent less than the U.S. rate of 4049.1. 
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TABLE 3 
 

IOWA - REGIONAL - U.S. 

COMPARISON OF CRIME RATES 
 

1998 

 

IOWA RATE IOWA RATE IOWA 
AS % OF AS % OF RANK

OFFENSE IOWA REGION U.S. RATE REG. RATE U.S. RATE IN U.S.

INDEX
TOTAL 3,500.6 4,233.2 4,615.5 83% 76% 41

VIOLENT
CRIME 311.5 392.9 566.4 79% 55% 37

PROPERTY
CRIME 3,189.1 3,840.3 4,049.1 83% 79% 40

MURDER 1.9 4.3 6.3 44% 30% 47

RAPE 25.4 35.1 34.4 72% 74% 42

ROBBERY 50.9 94.8 165.2 54% 31% 41

ASSAULT 233.3 258.7 360.5 90% 65% 30

BURGLARY 673.7 743.4 862.0 91% 78% 31

LARCENY 2,306.6 2,778.8 2,728.1 83% 85% 37

M VEH
THEFT 208.7 318.1 459.0 66% 45% 42

1)  The West North Central Region includes Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, 
     Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota.  
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Iowa’s murder rate (1.9) in 1998 was ranked 47th with New Hampshire, North 
Dakota and South Dakota having lower murder rates than Iowa.  Iowa’s rate in 
1997 was 1.8 per 100,000 population, but 46th in the ranking.   
 

The reported forcible rape rate in Iowa increased from 20.3 in 1997 to 25.4 rapes 
per 100,000 population in 1998.  The rate increase was also reflected in Iowa's 
ranking falling from two states having a better rate in 1998 to eight states having 
a better ranking in 1998.  Iowa's tied for 48th in 1997, dropping to 42nd in 1998.  
However, Iowa’s 1998 reported rape rate of 25.4 was still 28 percent less than 
the regional rate of 35.1 and 26 percent less than the U.S. rate of 34.4 rapes per 
100,000 population. 
 

During 1998, there was an estimated rate of 233.3 reported aggravated assaults 
per 100,000 population in Iowa.  This rate places Iowa at 30th among the 50 
states and was 35 percent less than the U.S. rate of 360.5.  The 1998 ranking is 
tied with the 1995 ranking of 30th, the poorest in 10 years.  The best ranking 
between 1989 and 1998 was in 1992 when a rate of 218.0 placed Iowa in 37th 
place. The comparable regional rate for 1998 was 258.7, or 10 percent more 
than Iowa’s rate.  
 

The 1998 burglary rate of 673.7 for Iowa resulted in a ranking of 31st among the 
50 states.  Although the 1998 burglary rate decreased 12.7 percent, the rate of 
673.7 accounted for one of the worst rankings among the index crimes.  Iowa’s 
burglary rate was 9 percent less than the regional rate of 743.4 and 22 percent 
less than the U.S. rate of 862.0 offenses per 100,000 population. 
 

Iowa’s motor vehicle theft rate for 1996 and 1997 and 1998 was ranked 42nd 
compared to 43rd in 1995.  The reported 1998 motor vehicle theft rate of 208.7 in 
Iowa, however, was 55 percent less that the U.S. rate of 459.0 and 34 percent 
less than the regional rate of 350.6 thefts per 100,000 population.   
 

There is no actual or estimated individual state information provided by the FBI 
for the number of arsons recorded for each year.  The national rate of 38.9 is 
based on 8,329 reporting agencies throughout the U.S.  There is no 
corresponding estimate derived from the Iowa incident-based reporting system 
for 1998.   
 

The 1998 regional rates for forcible rape and larceny were higher than the 
corresponding national rates for those index crimes.  The last time a regional rate 
was higher than a national rate was in 1994.   
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TABLE 4 

IOWA - REGIONAL - U.S. COMPARISON 
 

 CRIME INDEX RATE 
 

1989 - 1998 
 

 
 
Table 4 and Figure 2 illustrate the trend in total index crime rates for Iowa, its 
region and the U.S. between 1989 and 1998.  Iowa’s estimated crime rate for 
1998 was 76 percent of the U.S. crime rate while 83 percent of the regional crime 
rate.  
 
 

Iowa's Rate as Iowa's Rate as 
YEAR IOWA REGION U.S. % of REG. Rate % of U.S. Rate

1989 4078.2 4472.9 5741.0 91.2 71.0
1990 4083.6 4578.5 5820.3 89.2 70.2
1991 4134.0 4721.7 5897.8 87.6 70.1
1992 3957.1 4594.0 5660.2 86.1 69.9
1993 3846.4 4454.4 5482.9 86.4 70.2
1994 3654.6 4495.6 5374.4 81.3 68.0
1995 4101.9 4561.5 5277.6 89.9 77.7
1996 3648.9 4424.1 5078.9 82.5 71.8
1997 3815.8 4342.6 4922.7 87.9 77.5
1998 3500.6 4233.2 4615.5 82.7 75.8

% CHANGE, -14.16 -5.36 -19.60
1989-1998

% CHANGE, -4.21 -5.84 -14.12
1994 -1998

% CHANGE, -8.26 -2.52 -6.24
1997-1998  



 10

 
 

 
IOWA - REGIONAL - U.S. 
TREND COMPARISON 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A decrease of 15 percent was found when comparing the 1995 Iowa rate of 
4101.9 to the 1998 rate of 3500.6.   Iowa rates peaked in 1991 and 1995, while 
the U.S. and the regional rates as a whole peaked in 1991. 
 
 

TOTAL INDEX CRIME RATES
1989 - 1998

Figure 2
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TABLE 5 

IOWA - REGIONAL - U.S. COMPARISON 

VIOLENT CRIME RATE 
 

1989 - 1998 
 

 
The trends in violent crime rates for Iowa, its region and the U.S. are depicted in 
Table 5 and Figure 3.  These illustrate that Iowa’s violent crime rate, although it 
had been generally increasing to 1998, has been much lower than the U.S. and 
regional violent crime rate between 1989 and 1998.  Iowa’s rate of violent 
offenses per estimated 100,000 population has ranged between 37 and 55 
percent of the U.S. violent crime rate, while being 61 to 80 percent of the regional 
rate.   
 

Iowa's Rate as Iowa's Rate as 
YEAR IOWA REGION U.S. % of REG. Rate % of U.S. Rate

1989 266.2 384.9 663.1 69.2 40.1
1990 299.1 431.6 731.8 69.3 40.9
1991 303.3 456.6 758.1 66.4 40.0
1992 278.0 455.5 757.5 61.0 36.7
1993 325.5 459.3 746.1 70.9 43.6
1994 315.1 468.2 716.0 67.3 44.0
1995 354.4 441.1 684.6 80.3 52.0
1996 272.5 405.5 634.1 67.2 43.0
1997 310.0 407.9 610.8 76.0 50.8
1998 311.5 392.9 566.4 79.2 55.0

% CHANGE, 17.0 2.1 -14.6
1989 -1998

% CHANGE, -1.1 -16.1 -20.9
1994 -1998

% CHANGE, 0.5 -3.7 -7.3
1997 -1998  
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IOWA - REGIONAL - U.S. 
TREND COMPARISON 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Iowa’s violent crime rate had increased faster between 1989 and 1998 than the 
corresponding national rate that peaked in 1991 and regional rate that peaked in 
1994.  Iowa’s rate rose 17 percent between 1989 and 1998; the regional rate 
rose 2.1 percent, while the U.S. recorded an overall 14.6 percent decrease.  
Also, Iowa’s ranking among the 50 states in its violent crime rate was 39th in 
1989 through 1991, hitting a period best of 41st in 1992, to rank 38th in 1993 
through 1995 and 37th in 1998. 
 

VIOLENT INDEX CRIME RATES
1989 - 1998

Figure 3
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TABLE 6 

IOWA - REGIONAL - U.S. COMPARISON 
 

PROPERTY CRIME RATE 
 

1989 - 1998 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iowa's Rate as Iowa's Rate as 
YEAR IOWA REGION U.S. % of REG. Rate % of U.S. Rate

1989 3812.0 4088.0 5077.9 93.2 75.1
1990 3784.5 4146.9 5088.5 91.2 74.4
1991 3830.7 4265.1 5139.7 89.8 74.5
1992 3679.2 4138.5 4902.7 88.9 75.0
1993 3521.0 3995.1 4736.9 88.1 74.3
1994 3339.5 4027.4 4658.3 82.9 71.7
1995 3747.5 4120.4 4593.0 90.9 81.6
1996 3376.4 4018.6 4444.8 84.0 76.0
1997 3505.8 3934.7 4311.9 89.1 81.3
1998 3189.1 3840.3 4049.1 83.0 78.8

% CHANGE, -16.34 -6.06 -20.26
1989 -1998

% CHANGE, -4.50 -4.65 -13.08
1994 -1998

% CHANGE, -9.03 -2.40 -6.09
1997 -1998  
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IOWA - REGIONAL - U.S.  

 

TREND COMPARISON 
 
 

 
 
 
Table 6 and Figure 4 depict the trend in the property crime rates for Iowa, its 
region and the U.S. between 1989 and 1998.  Iowa’s property crime rates 
increased from 75 percent of the U.S. crime rate in 1989 to 71.7 percent of the 
crime rate in 1994 to fluctuate in 1995 through 1998.  (The U.S. crime rate 
decreased 20 percent overall between 1989 and 1998 and the regional property 
crime rate decreased 6 percent.  Iowa’s property rate decreased more than 16 
percent overall during those years.) 
 

PROPERTY INDEX CRIME RATES
1989 - 1998

Figure 4
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