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OF THE SECRETARY QF STATE 

IN RELATION TO THE 

- . 

CRIMINAL' RETURNS. AND THE CENSUS . . 

OF THB1 ·STATE OF IOWA. 

SECRETARY' s OFJ ICE, IowA,~ 
Iowa City, Deceniber12, 1850. ' 

To the General Assembly q~-the State of Iowa : . . 
In complianc~ with the requirements :of an ".act to ~rovide for cri-

minal returhs," approved February·24t:h, 1847, I have the honor to 

report :to you ·abstracts of said: ret~ns :f~r the: years '1849 and 1850, 

embracing ~11 the counties from which returrrs have been received at 

this office up to this dat~. 

Respectfully submitt~d, 
JOSIAH H. BONNEY, 

'Secretary of-State. 



An Abstract of the Criminal Returns ft·om the State of Iowa, for the year ending November 1st, 1849. 

-
Co~;:-;TI FS . Returns No. of Natu re of Crime. Occup~tion. Habits. Read & 

Write. Sentence. Expense. when filed. convic-
tious. 

)iuscat iur, .. Oct1, 1849, • 1 .Manslaugh ter, ...... Mate on steam 
boat. ... . . . . Industrious, .. IJcs ... . . Fine $10,000 and 7 years im-

Clayton, . . . . '' 20 " 
J ol,nson, . . . " 2:t a 

Cedar, . . . . . " 2~) " 
'Linn . ... . .. "::m t: 

I.ec, . . . _. . . . " 30 ·' 

Washington, Nov. 1." 

"tTan llurcn, . " 1 " 

l) . " 1 " ilV.t ~ .. ' ' ~ ~ . . I 

13 nton, .... Nov.'10,'49, 
Iowa, .. , ... . " 15 u 

Dallas, . . . . . " 15 " 
J efferson , . . . " 17 " 

Henry, ..... " 17 " 
Louisa, . . . . . 21 " 
Allamakee, . " 24 " 
nclaware, , , U 24: H 

iPolk, . . . . . . . " 22 " 
~!onroe, . . . . ·' 27 " 
Buchanan, . . Dec. 1 " 
Scott, . .. ... " 5 a 

·wapello, .. . . " 11 " 
Des Moines, . 13 " 

Jackson, . . . " 20 " 
Appanoosl',. Jan. 5, '50, 
~!arion, . , . , . '' 28 " 

prison ment in Penitentiary, 
1 Surety of Peace, .... . Farmer, ... . . .. Not know·n, ... no, .... To pay the cost of prosecution 
1 " " - Blacksn1ith, ... Industrious, ... tycs, . . .. " " " " a ' 

1 A ssault and Battcry, . t armer, .. . . . .. " !Jes, .... Fine $5,00, ... .. ..... .. .. . .. . 
none .. ........ ... ...... ......... . . .... ..... ............. ..... .. . .... . ........ . ........ . . . 

1 Larceny, . . .......... Farmer, , .. .. . . Industrious, . : . yes, . . .. Judgm't arrested and new trial 
granted. 

$247 30 
145 56 
307 40 

Assault with deadly 
weapon , ... . .. .... Not known , ... Iclle&intem'rate jes, . .. . Fine $50, and 6 month s impri-

- -I" sonment in Penitcntiarv,... . 547 63 
1 Suffering gam ing, .... Grocery keeper, Good, . ....... jyes, .. . . Fine $50. • 
1 u !r u " Not known, . . . (yes, .... F1ne 50. 
1 Keno, .. . ..... . ... . _ Constable, .... Good, . .. . ... . jYes, .... Not fined . · 
1 Scheme ofch~nce, .. . . No~ kl~own , ... G?od, ... .... · j~<ls, .... Fine 50 dol~ars. , . . . 
1 Maus!aughtm, . . ..... Farmm, ..... .. Ktd, .. .... .. . . no, .... Fme $1000 ,mel 3·) ems m Pem-

. tentiary . • 
1 Bad, ....... . .. tmkn'wn Nptscntenced--ncw trial grant· 

eel. 
1 Breach ()f Peace, . . . . . Contentious, . . Fine 5,00 dollars. 
1 Murder, . .. ..... . . .. Machinist, . . . .. Bad, . ..... . . . . yes, .... To be executed-subsequent!)' 

proceedings stayed by wnt 
~ ' of error, .... . .............. 1283 73 

Petit Larceny, .. -: . .. . ........ . : . .. to ••• . •• .. . .. . .. . .•..• . Fine one cent, and 24 hours im -
pri sonment in county jail, . . 56i 6iJ 

1 Permitting gaming, .. Grocery keeper, Bad, . .. . ..•... 
1

ycs, .... ('inc 50 dollars. 

1 ·I Assault wit.h deadly I 1· ,. . 
weapon, .. .... . . .. Farmer, . ... . . . ~Unsteady . .... ycs1 : ••• bne $5,00 UJ?-d 24 hours unpn-

. sonment:-JI!dgment arrested 
and prisoner discharged. 

1 Threat to burn a store, N ot)mown . ... ·Good, . ... ............. Discharged upon pay't of cost, 
none, 

" 
1 Manslaughter, . . .... . Blacksmith, .. . Intemperate, ... nnkn'wn Fine $10,000 ·and 7 years im-

prisonment in Penitentiary,. 
1 Assault and-Battery, . Carpenter; ..... Good, ...... . .. yes, ...• Fine 5,00 dollar~ . 

n~~e, .. . .• .... .. ... .... ...... . · · · · ·· · · · 

1 Obstructing highway, ... , . . .. .. ... . . . : . ·: .. Fined $5,00-fine remitted, . .. 
none, ..... .... ........ . . . 

" 

1 Assault and Battery,. Carpenter, ..... Lazy & i1\dolcntyes, .. .. Fine 10 dollars. · 
1 Threats, ....... ..... Wood chopper, Quarrelsome, .. yes, .... Reco~nized in $1001 bonds. 
1 Larceny, .... . ....... Painter .. . . ... Intemperate, ... yes, . ... Impnsoument in Penitentiary 

• . one year .. 
Obstructing roads, . . . Farmer, .. . ... . Good , ...... . . . es, .... Fined 10 dollars, . .: . . .. ..... . 
Shooting an ox,.. . . .. " ...... . ......... ; .. : .. Fined 5 tlolla~s. : · 

none, . . . . ............... , ............ , .. , .. .. .. . :·-···.····· · ···· ······ · · · ·· ·· •! 

276 58 

147 66 
396 09 
llO 57 

117 53 
27 70 

548 1;;! 

• 
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An Abstract of the Criminal Returns ofthe State of Iowa, for the year ending November 1st, 1850 . 

Cou:sTIES. Returns No. of Nature of crime. Occupa
tions. 

Habits. Read & 

write. 
• Sentence. ExpcnEe. 

when filed. coun-

lluscatine, . ... .... . . Aug.3,1850 

Powesheik, .... . ..... Oct. 8th," 
Henry, . . . . . . . . . . . " 13th," 
Johnson, ............ "17th," 

Washington, . .. ..... " 24th " 
VanBuren, ... . ..... "26th;" 

Louisa, .... , . . . . . . . . " 30th, " 

Davis, .. .......... . . 
Lee, . ............... Nov.2d," 

Marion,. . . . . . . . . . . . . " 5th, " 
Iowa,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 9th " 
Clayton,... . . . . . . . . . " 20th;" 
Delaware, . .. .... . . . . " a " 
Dcsmoines, . . . . . . . . . " •29th, " 

ties. 

I Bastardy, .... ~ .. ..... Farmer, ... industrious yes ... Maintenance of child and costs, 
I Suffering gaming, . . . G1·ocery . · · . 

keeper, .. " " Fine $50 oo; 
1 Contempt, ........ . . Farmer,. · .. not known unkn'n Payment of costs, 
1 Surety of peace, . . . • . " industrious no . . . " •! " 
1 u " " Labourer no .. . 
3 Ohstructing road-s, ... Farmer,.:. yes . .. Fine $10 00 each, 
1 Contempt, ..•....... Attorney,. yes ... Fine $10 00, $657 44 

none, 
11one, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ ..... , _,. ....... , ... ...... . 

1 overturning wagon in-
to slough, . ... .. .. . Farmer, .. . very good yes .. . Fine$500, . .. ..... ... . .. ...... . 

none, .. .... .. .. ..... .. ... ........ .. .......... . ..... . ............................. . 
I Surety of peace, .... . 
1 Larceny, ........... . .... · .... · ................ F!ne of $5,~0, and 20 ~~ys impri-

~onment ;m COt!nty Jail, ...... . 
Grocery ordinarly 
keeper, . good, . . . yes . .. Fine $75, and 10 days imprison

ment in county jail each, 

3 Selling Liquor without 
license, .......... . 

" 

241 4 

440 SJ 
G99 '0•1 

255 o:; 

yes ... Fine $93, and· 10 days imprison-
ment ~n r.ounty.jail, . . . . 302 !J:J 

no11e, ........ ........................ ... .. ....... .... -............................ 187 82 
1 'Larceny, .......... .. Gaonbler, . bad, ...... yes ... Three years imprisonment in 

Pcniteutiary, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3108 61 
Hone, .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 198 58 
none, 
none, 
none, ............... ' J ••• •••••••••••••• •• ••• • •••• •• ••••••••••••••••••••. .. 

1 Breach of the peace, . Fanner, ... dissipated yes ... Recognized_ to keep the peace, 
1 Selling liquor without 

license, ..................... ~ . . ........... ... Fined $50, 
1 Suffering gaming, ......................... . . Fine d $50. 

• 
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RECAPITULATION. 

N o . m; Couwrn;s REPORTED 14- CoNVICTIONS 20. 

Crimes. Occupation. 

Bastal·dy, ...... ·, ........ ,.. . 1 · Far1ners, ................ . 
Suffering Gaming1 • ••••••••• 2 Grocery Keepers, ......... . 
Contempt, ................ . 2 Labourers, ............... . 
S11rety of Peace, .......... . 4 · Attorney, ~ ............... . 
Obstructing Roads, .. -...... . 3 . Gambler, ................ . 
Overturning 'V a.gon, &c .... . 1 Unknown, ........ _. ...... . 
Larceny, ......... .. . · ..•... ~ 
Selling Liquor without license, 

2 
5 · Habits, <}c. 

5 
1 
1 
1 
4 

Can Read and Write, ....... 13 · Industrious and good, .•.• ; .. 13 
Can not,..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 Bad and dissipated, . . . . . . . . 2 
Unknown, ................ . 5 · Unknown,. . . .. . . .. . • .. . . . . 5 

Amount of Fines imposed,· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ... · $418 00 
6,347 43 Ex:penses,· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .' · · · ' · · · ·:· · · · · ·· 

SECRETARY's OFFICE, IovVA', 
Iowa City, Dec~ 2d, 1850. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing abstract ~ets forth. all the facts 
embraced in the criminal returns of the State of Iowa, for the year 
ending November, 1850. 

JOSIAH H. BONNE:Y, 
Secretary of State~ 

I . 

f 
I" 
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:::lEc RBTARY'S o}'FICB, IoWA,/ 
Iowa City, December 2, 1850. I 

7b the Geneml Assembly qf the State of Iowa: · 

I have the honor herewith to furnish you with an abstract of th~ 
census returns from the .different counties of this State for the year· 

1849, so far as they have .been received at this office . . 

' I am informed by the Clerks of the Board' of Commissioners of the 

counties of Clayton, Del~~are, Iowa, and Monroe, that the sheriffs of 

~aid counties neglected to take the census for that year. · . 

Of the reasons for tli~ .non-re~eipt of returns from the counties of . 
Lee and Lucas I am not informed. 

Very respectfully, 

JOSIAH 1-I .. B.O~NEY, 
Secretary . of State-

I 
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AN ABSTRACT of the population of the State of Iowa, as appean 
· fwm the census returns fi:>r 1849. 

Counties. Populati.on>, Count ies. Population. 

Des Moines............ 11 ,649 Johnson............... 4,010 
Van Buren............. 11 ,577 Keokuk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,953 
Dubuque.............. 9,185 Marion .. ·.............. 3,797 
Jefferson . . . . . . . . . ... . . . 8,835 Gedar· ... •·. . .. . . . . . . . . 3,183 
:HenrY, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _7,329 Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,140 
Wapello. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,255 Clinton. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,044 
Pottawattamie . ......... 6,552 Appanoose . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,281 
Jackson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,677 Jasper and Marshall..... 1,223 
Mahaska . . . .. . . .. . . . . . 5,559 Madison................ 701 

· Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,939 Warren •...•..... : . . . . 649 
Scott. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,837 Dallas . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 635 
Linn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,762 Poweshiek . . . . . . . . • . . . . 443 

. Muscatine .... , . . . . . . . . 4 516 Boone . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 419 
Washington ......... ·. . . 4,434 Buchanan • . . . . . . . . . . . . 406 
Polk .•....... ·. . . . . . . . . 4,214 Benton. . . . . • . . . . . . . . .. 3I2 
Louisa......... . ...... 4,155 Allamakee............. 277 

Total ....................................... 130,948 

Counties ior which no returns have been received-Lee, Clayton,. 
Delaware, Iowa, Lucas, Monroe. 

SECRETARY's 0FFcE, IowA,~ 
Iuwa City, December 2d, 1850 . . ~ 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct abstract of the cen~ 

s~s returns for the year 1849, now on file il} this office. 
JOSIAH H. BONNEY, 

Secretary of State, 

/ 


