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education is lowa's most fundamental asset for its economic success; and
research shows teacher qualifications, such as licensing examination scores,
education and experience, are the single largest influence in student
achievement other than home and family factors; and

well-qualified teachers are five times more important than class size when it
comes to influencing student achlevement and

nearly one-third of lowa's teachers are eligible to retire.in the next five years;
and

more than 30 percent of beginning teachers leave the profession in their first
five years; and

there are fewer applications and candidates for adm:mstrators for lowa’s

_ schoois and

without change‘ fewer candidates of higher quality will want to teach; and

there is strong evidence in lowa of a looming teacher shortage caused by
retirement, dissatisfaction, and salary competition from other states; and

education graduates from lowa colleges and universities are being vigorously
recruited by states that offer higher beginning average salaries; and






