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STARTING YOUR OWN BUSINESS,

Virtually every business in the United States was started by
a man who had ambition, know~how and courage. This can be scen
everywhere you go in America,

There have been many immigrants arriving in the United States
for a number of years, Many of these people decided to become
successful entrepreneurs. Today's refugees from Indochina could
duplicate these past examples,

The development of your own business has many advantages
such as increased enployment and a decrease in federal support
needed for the refugees, The greatest asset to owning your own
business is the feeling of pride and acomplishment.

Understandably, a small business ventnre can be a risk, There
are, however, people who camn help you get your feet on the ground,
There are two federal zovernment agencies~ The Small Business

Administration (SBA) and the office of Minority Enterprise of the

Department of Commerce= that can be of help to you,



There are other specialists who can help you in the highly
technical aspects of opening a business, You will need the
advise of bankers, attorneys, insurance brokers, and accountants,

There are certain steps you must take before you can open
your doors to the public if you want to be successful,

First, you must find the financial assistance necessary to
enter into business, In a past newsletter, I discussed how to
obtain a personal loan, The SBA and other organizations may be
easier to get a loan from than a bank or other financial insti=
tution., I have listed below some other lending programs,

1, State and local Development Company Loans,

2, Loans to Small Business Investment Companies,

3, Licensees organized to assist economically- disadvantaged
entrepreneurs,

After securing financial assistance, it is necessary for tle
businessman to translatz his vision into a working operation. He
should plan out his expeanses, nature of the propoéed basiness and
the expected sales volume, The businessman with the most
realistic plan stands the best chance of success,

There are many different ways to own a business, You may
form a partnership, may own it yourself ( called sole proprietor=
ship), or form a corporatinn where there are many partners,

The successful businessman must become aware of the income
tax strncture and government regulations that influence his
business, Local, state and federal regulations put control on
business, The smart entrepreneur knows the laws and regulations

that he is expected to abide hy,



Another important consideration is choice of location, This
will depend on the type of goods and searvices you plan to make
availible,

Small businesses, sensitive to the =lightest loss, need to
be well insured. Several types of insurance policies are necess=
ary, such as : Propz=rty insurance, Casualy insurance, Life insurt=
ance and Workmen's Compensation insurance, Before wou open
your business, be sure to discuss each of these programs with
your insurance agent,

Accurate accounting methods are an absolute 1ecessity to the
proper management of a business, no matter how small, If you are
aware of modern booking methods, utilize your knowledge to the
best of your ability. 1If yvou have no knowledge, it is advisable
to hire an accountant to prepare your books for you,

Finally, the only way people will learn of your new business
is through the use of advertising, Small bdusinessmen should make
advertising costsa permanent pari of their business budget,

There are over 1L nillinn bhusinesses in the United States,
Last year alone, almost 500,000 new businesses were founded, You
are noi alone in seeking this gratifying experience and if you
take advantage of the special programs available to you, you

should build a healthy and prosperous business.

CORRECTION!

In Newslatter #5, I mentioned the " Consumer Protection

Commission" or " Consumer Affairs' as the places to go if you. feel

you've been taken advantage of by a business. This is incorrect,



In such an instance, call the State Attorney General's office
or your county Attorney's Office, If they cannot help you, they

will direct you to somebody who can,

FREE ENGLISH CLASSES!iil!

The Des Moines Public Schools will be having a "Lz2arning
to Speak English, Summer School Pragram'" for the Indochinzse.
The program will be from June 9 through July 23 at East and North
High Schools in Des Moines,
Classes will be from 8:00 a,m. to noon and are available
to those between the ages of 6 and 2), For oze information,

check with the school principal,

GARDENING,

Many Iowans plant home gardens which provide fresh vegatables
and flowers throughout the spriag and summer, Gardening provides
enjoyable and often profitable means of relaxing and working
outdoors.

1f youlave a large family, a home garden can help your
food hudget considerably but you should count on canning and
freezing the produce if you expect to save money on your groceries
during the winter wonths,

To start a garden, clear away any brush or leaves laft from the
winter, When the soil is dry enough, hoe ox plow it to the depth
of a foot or more, You then rake it and may wan: Lo use fertili=-
zer, Tools, fertjilizer, seads, and othexr accessories can be obtained
at any hardware store or nursery., Lf you have any questions, ask

the attenant at the store as they are happy to give you advice,



NOTICE TO NON=-ENGLISH SPEAKING TAI DAV,

An interpreter must be present at all times with the family
(including parents) during treatnent at the Des Moines Health
Center, This includes the interview, health history, and other
such treatinent that is indicated,

This is being done in hopes of ending some of the %vauma
the children are going through while undergoing treatment at the
Center,

The Des Moines Health Center has indicated that any non- English
speaking family brought to the Center without an interpreter will
probably not be seen on that day and will aave to be rescheduled

for another appointment when an interpreter is arailable,

BICENTENNIAL FESTIVAL,

This is the b»icentemnial of the United States and the cele-
brations are abundant in Iowa,

Polk County is organizing a racial/ethnic cultural festival
in which the Tai Dan Committee wil.l participate.

The festival will take place on the State Capitol zrounds
in Des Moines on Saturday, May 22nd from noon till 7:00 p.m.

On the same day, fron 3:30 to midnight, there will be dances
performed at the Hyatt House Hotel, 6215 Fleur Drive in Des Moines,
There is a $1,50/ticket charge for the daance festival,

The Tai Dam Committee has invited all Tai Dam fanilies and
sponsors to attead the festivals, For more information, contact:

Mr, Houng Baccam, Telephone-~ 515=281=-3109



SUMMER PICNIC!

There will be a picnic on June 1lb6th at 5:90 pm in Gunder,
Iowa for all of the Indochinese refugees living near that area,

This is a good chance to meet other Tai Dam and Vietnamese
living in your vacinity,

For more information call:
Reve, Robert Henrikson= 319=-733=7715 or

Pastor Manson=- 319=532-7265

THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM- STATE GOVERNMENT(Last in a series).

Each State has its own government and constitution, They
are also divided into three separate branches=-the Execitive,
Legislative and .Judicial= and they function in the same way the
Federal hranches do.

The constitution for each state, such as Iowa, provides for
a general plan for that State's government. Because different
States have different needs, each State's constitution is unique
only to that state,

The State's constitution declare the final authority of the
people living in that state, However, because the Federal »r
United States Constitution is the supreme law of the laad, every
state is bound by it and all state constitutions and laws must
agree with it.

The chief executive of rthe federal government is the President
of the United States, as you may recall, The chizf executive in

each state is the 'Governor', Iowa's Governor is Robert Ray,



The governnor's qualifications and term in office are deter=-
mined by the State Constitution,

The governor, together with his executive officers, enforces
the laws of that state,

Each state also has its own Senate, House of Representatives
and Judicial branch, Their functions are similar to those of the
federal government except they apply only to one state instead of
a whole nation,

One of the most important services of a state is the protec=
tion of the health of its peopla, Most states have laws requiring
that doctors, nurses, and persons who sell drugs have licenses.

State govermments do many things to help educate their
citizens, Each state sets certain standards of education for its
school systems, It passes laws that requ’re children to attead
school, Public elementary and high schools are free.

The state also protects the lives and property of the
people through the use of the police., The pulice provide for the
safety, comfort and convenience of its peojle,

Basically, the state cares for its own problems, Most roads
are under the controlsf local zovernments and the repairing of these
roads is paid for by the state,

Every day, in many ways, the state is part of :the lives of
its people. They must help the state by obeying the laws, paying
the taxes, working for better laws and supporting the police in
carrying out their duties, Each state is only as good as the people
who live in it,

This concludes the series on the American Pnlical system. I hop-

yvou have enjoyed it and henefited from it, Tf you have any questions,



B

call me and I will either answer them or direct you to someone who can,

Call: Stan Fridstein 515-281-3912,
Or write to the return address on this Newsletter,
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FREE ENGLISH-LAO-ENGLISH DICTIONARY AVAILABLE

If you wish to request an English-Lao-English Dictionary book ,
please fill out the form below the dotted line . Give the " A "
number and mail it to the address below .

If further information is desired , call toll free : 1-800-424-0212 ,
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Mr, Hal Bailin

Director of Publications,
Donohoe Building , Room 1179,
330 Independence Avenue , S.W,
Washington , D,C, 20201
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