
May 27, 1976 

Governor's Task ,=;,roce for' fndochinese ~ese ttiement 
5~3 E. I~ tA , })t.s 1"/o,.nes) Iowa S0319 

To// ,r,.~e. 800 . ..36~ .2?80 Number 10 

NOTICE. 

We have been requested by some Tai Dam parents to publicize the 

following messageo We do so with pleasure because we think it is a 

good idea. 

It illustrates the desire of the Tai Dam to assimilate fully into 

our Iowa and American culture, as well as an awareness that this will be 

accomplished more genuinely, completely and quickly by immersing the child-

ren into total American life, if even for a short period of timeo 

Further, it emphasizes once again that the future of us all rests 

with our childreno 

"We have the pleasure to announce that many Tai Dam 

refugee families are wishing to send their children 

to American families during the next summer vacationo 

This will familiarize them with American life and most 

important, give them an opportunity to learn and 

practice English. 

~. 
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We would like to ask sponsors and other generous 

people to think about this suggestion for the summer. 

If necessary, we will share the cost of lodging. We 

would appreciate the answer to this appeal by getting 

in contact with us. Write: 

Mr. Houng Baccam 
The Governor's Task Force for Indochinese Resettlement 
1000 E. Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Phone: 1-800-362-2780 

In advance, we express our faithful thankso" 

MINDING YOUR MONEY. 

It is important to budget your money and put a ee~tain amount in the 

bank. The bank will pay you interest. This allows your money to grow 

on amount. 

The first thing to remember when budgeting your money is to live 

within your income. You see, your sponsors make a considerably 

larger income than you and are able to buy things you cannot afford. 

It took them many years of hard work to get where they presently are. You 

must do the sameo 

Do not spend your money as soon as you receive ito Instead, plan out 

your expenses and put the rest of the money in a bank. You will 

be surprised how quickly your money will multiply. 

This is good advice because you never know when something unexpected 

will come up. If you have money in your bank account, you can take 

care of the problem. If not, you will be in serious trouble. 
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Do not rely on your sponsor for money in case of an emergency 

when you could have saved your own money instead. 

Some of the expenses you should budget are: 

Rent 
Automobile 
Food 
Utilities 
Insurance-(Auto, Life, Health) 
Clothing 
Taxes 
Telephone 
Medical 

You should figure out how much your monthly expenses are. Then 

subtract this from your income. That extra money is what you should put 

in the banko If you spend more than you earn, then you should review 

your expenditures to see how they may be reduced. 

Ask your sponsor to help you prepare a budget. He or she will 

be glad to do it as they have done it before. 

THE AMERICAN WOMAN. 

Unlike the women of many nations, the Anerican woman is remarkably 

versatile, energetic and self-assured. 

The typical American housewife and mother combines an extra-

ordinary number of skills and roles both in and out of the home. In the 

home, she is a cook, laundress, fixer of gadgets, chauffeur, budget-

keeper, diagnostician, first- aid expert, child-psychologist, hostess 

and more. Outside the home, she may be a lawyer, bank president, sports-

woman, civilworker, politician or anything else she is trained to do. 

Her great versatility has led her to believe that she deserves as 

much respect as her husbando She sonsiders herself the intellectual 

equal of her husband or any other mano You may feel that the American 

woman is too dependent but she wants the same respect as any man. 
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In the United States, it is not respectable to date someone when 

you are already marriedo A man dating 'behind his wife's back' is 

looked upon with scorn in America. 

In Asia, this practice is acceptable but in America it is taboo! 

This is because in Anerica, women are more respected t han in Asia and 

they are not treated as mere possessions but as a human being, equal in 

every way to their husbands. 

Remember, if you live in America, it is wise to live by the 

American customs. Treating women equal to men is one of these customs. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR BUILDING A HOME. 

A credit rating of credit history is necessary if you plan to 

take out a mortgage (loan for a new home) for building a new dwelling. 

The Tai Dam are new in America and therefore have no credit eating. 

The Department of Ho~sing and Urban Developement (HUD) recognizes 

this problem and will insure your mortgage should you decide to 

build a home of your own. 

What does this mean? Most banks will lend you 80% of the cost 

of building your own homeo You must come up with the other 20% as 

a downpaymento HUD will insure your mortgage so you can get a 95% 

loano This means you need only to put 5% (instead of 20%) downpayment. 

The HUD assistance makes it considerably easier for the Tai Dam to 

receive a bank loan for a home. 

For more information, contact: 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development 
210 Walnut Street Room 259 
Pes Moines, Iowa 50319 
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TRAVEL. 

Americans love to travel and summer is their favorite time to 

travel. This is because of the warmer climate and the opportunity to 

take a break from work. 

If you plan to vacation this summer, you have a variety of 

destinations and vacation spots from which to choose. 

How large is the United States? California, on the west coast, is 

just one of our 50 states and it is twice the size of Laos or South 

Viet Nam. The distance from California (on the Pacific Ocean) to New 

York (on t he Atlantic Ocean) is 3000 miles. The United States stretches 

1600 miles from our northern border on Canada to our southern border 

on Mexico. 

If you stop at night when driving accross America, it can take a 

week by automobile to cross the country. Along the way, you will find 

every kind of landscape- mountains, deserts, vast rolling plains, forrests, 

swamplands and rivers large and smallo 

A~erica is so large that when it is 7:00 in the morning in 

California, it is already 10:00 am in New Yorko This is because there 

are 4 time zones in America. Iowa is in the Central time zone. Two 

of our states, Alaska and Hawaii, are not geographically connected to the 

continental United States. Because of their distance, the time difference 

is even greater. 

The United States, being so large, has many different climates. 

Hawaii, Florida, and the southern states along the Gulf of Mexico have 

warm, almost tropical weather all year roundo Southern California 

and the southwestern states have a warm desert climateo The northern 

states have four distinct seasons. They are cold in the winter and warm 

in the summer. If you plan to visit the mountain areas in the western 
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part of the United States, be prepared to drive in snow conditions, even 

in the summero 

Be sure to have your car checked by a mechanic before you leave on 

your vacationo Your c ar must be tuned differently i f you plan to 

visit the desert as oppos ed to the mountains. 

Be sure to aquire a road map so you will always know where you are. 

This is an enormous _country and it is very easy to get lost. Road naps 

can be aquired at any gas station. Your sponsor should t each you how 

to use the mapo This will insure that you get to your destination safely. 

When driving on the highway, always keep an eye on your gas guage. 

You should never let your guage get below ~ of a tank. When you reach 

this point, look for a gas station immediately. There is nothing more 

frightening and humiliating than running out of gas on a deserted roado 

You may be forced to walk miles for helpo 

If you have any others, ask your sponsor for help. 

Vacationing is a great love of Americans because there are so many 

exciting places to see. You can join in on the fun if you go about it 

the right way. 

AMERICAN HOLIDAYS. 

There are nine national holidays observed in the United States. 

These holidays are set forth to honor our democratic and Christian 

heritageo Government offices, schools, banks and m~st stores are closed 

and people usually celebrate with their family and friends. As can 

be seen on the list below, some holidays are oblerved on the sane day 

each year and others vary. 

There are also special holidays which are observed nationally, but do 

not include closing bu s inesses and schools, such as Halloween, Mother's 

Day and Father' s Dayo The nationa l holidays are: 
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New Years Day- January 1. This holiday begins the night before(New 

Years Eve) and commemorates entering into the new year. 

Washington's Birthday- Third Monday in Februaryo This holiday commem

orates the birthday of George Washington, the first President of the 

United States. 

Memorial Day- Last Monday in May. This day is dedicated to the memory 

of all our soldiers who have died during war. 

Independence Day- July 4. This is the nation's birthday. This is the 

day our 'founding fathers' signed the Declaration of Independence 

declaring our independence from Great Britain. 

Labor Day~ First Monday in September. This day honors America's working 

men and womeno 

Columbus Day- Second Monday in October. This holiday honors Christopher 

Columbus, an Italian explorer, who discovered America in 1492o 

Veterans Day- Fourth Monday in October. This day is set aside to honor 

all men and women who have served in the armed forceso 

Thanksgiving Day- Fourth Thursday in November. On this day, we give thanks 

for all the good things we have in America. 

Christmas Day- December 25. The birth of Christ is observed by the Christ

ian community. People of the Jewish, Moslem and other faiths observe 

different religious holidays. 
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