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In assuming, for a second time, the duties of Chief Executive of .
our state, [ want to acknowledge with gratefulness the continued
confidence that has been reposed in me and the honor that has
again been conferred.

In the two years lying before us I shall put forth every possible
effort to so conduet the affairs of the State as to merit the con-
sideration that has been so generously extended by the suffrage
of our people.

A few days ago I transmitted to you a message in which I dis-
cussed at length many subjects pertaining to the affairs of the
state and made a number of suggestions as to matters of legisla-
tion. In this address I shall deal more particularly with the growth
and development of the state and with those questions which
relate to the doings and actions of the people as a whole, rather
than to their officials and to the General Assembly.

FIFTY YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT.

I have witnessed fifty years of the development of our splendid
commonwealth. It is true that during the first years of the fifty I
was not of that age to give particular attention to the growth of
the state but my field of observations grew with my years until
recently it has been my privilege to see and study it from every
side and from every corner.

In the half century that has passed I have seen much of the
cultivated portion of the state emerge from the prairie grass and
from the forests and have seen its methods and customs arise from
the most crude and primitive to the most advanced and enlightened.
From the little old diamond plow, the mowing scythe and the cradle,
the pepperbox threshing machine, the ox-cart and the linch-pin
wagon, we have come along to the use of the two-row cultivator, the
self-binder, the threshing machine that cuts the bands, feeds itself
and stacks the straw, and to the automobile as a means of convey-
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ance. We have converted the sod house of northwest Iowa and the
log hut with its stick chimney and puncheon floor of the wooded
sections, into the splendid and magnificent ecity and country homes
of all parts of the state. 'We have elevated labor and broadened
the field of activity for the business man. We have dignified and
ennobled every profession known to our state and, above all, we
have established a splendid and noble citizenship not excelled any-
where. All of this has come about in a little more than a genera-
tion and to my mind the possibilities of the future are as promis-
ing as the fulfillment of the past has been marvelous. The credit
for all of this and the prospect for the future we owe, in a large
measure, to that generation of sturdy men and women who came
into our state during the first half of the last century and who
were the real pioneers of that day and age.

Well do I remember the stories of early life in southeast Towa
as told by those settlers and with what anxiety and earnestness
those commonplace people struggled with the hardships and priva-
tions of pioneer days. That which was the experience of southeast-
ern Towa was later the experience of the northwest and of almost
all parts of the state. My memory reaches back to the closing
days of that period when we had no means of reaching the outside
world except by team and wagon and when we were almost an
empire shut up within ourselves. When the wheat and corn upon
which the family subsisted were ground into flour or meal with
the little water-mills standing along the local streams, and when
the clothing that covered the family was clipped as wool from the
back of the sheep, carded by hand, spun into yarn by the women
of the family, woven into cloth and made into clothing by the
same hands. When the shoes which protected the feet from the
cold of those severe winters were made upon the cobbler’s benech,
during the evening hours, by the father or the large brothers of
the family. Not a small part of the meat upon which the family

subsisted consisted of small game, turkeys and deer, killed in
the fields and forests.

Those pioneers were men and women of courage and determina-
tion and they were preparing this fertile empire which we call Towa,
for a great and glorious commonwealth, and whether they hailed
from the timbered sections of the south and east or from the bleak
prairies of the north and west they were building and planning
for the future, and who is there now to rise up and say that the
work of that generation was not wisely and grandly done?

)

SIXTY-FOUR YEARS A STATE.

We are now in the sixty-fifth year of our stn‘feh(md. 1,):11"1;1;»' th:xlt]
time nineteen different individuals have oee'upletl ‘rh( 1)()).\“1;1 t\}\]:,s,
which vou have honored me for a second 111110. ]:Alf.l.h‘T( 0{1 10. . fl'u,h_
men oz.une from states other than 7‘1(')\\':1. New F,f?ult,lli(l. m“} -
nished us six Executives, viz.: Grimes, from ‘\,m? (n.n;;s[ ‘.n, )i
Merrill, from Maine; Briges and .Shn.w, from \onll.mvn.t, ]l\'il,}l'—
«tead and Larrabee, from Conneecticut. ‘Mm*yla)nd ;%d; «” ]11\19,’ (“n\.-
wood ; Tllinois, Drake; Ohio, Lowe' nndv Garft.; '1 cnnst\ \}1 -1,;.].1 ﬂ;ce
penter, Newbold and Cummins, while I\ew York w ajs m Hi Ih;ve
of Stdne, (Giear, Sherman, Boies and Jz-ickson. '.llumvl .nlllenit ];Ow
done much to bring our state up to the high standing which 1t
enjoys in the sisterhood of states. . ' s, o

Some of them came to Towa when 1t \v:.\s vet a ('1-11 ) e
assisted in laying the foundation npon which the goufrlflni(n)%riv
the commonwealth is builded. They were .membm's (;‘t :mi(th(
assemblies and of the constitutional conventions. At tf;a ,dxt | Th(,‘
population and wealth of the statel was lzfrgelly) ]con 1111(0 m;’mlv:
eastern portion but its settled tert1~1t(;I'};“(C’{\::1r( :11(0\'2111(1)1)1;]Mt \.'(,;,\,

. proeress has been almost constani at de e 7
::1:.;13;:_1.5 Lands which cost the Federal Governnfcnhg()f)l'c)x?}.t‘lllclreee
to eight cents per acre are Now worth as much as &EZM ?(J,,:)‘n.]};
We have grown in population from about 96,000 in ‘ 8 )1 ) ...lli;.ie.;
9995000 in 1910. We have converted our forests» anc px.(l ‘ f
almost: 65 iles i 1 s many square mies 0
almost 55,000 square mllesl 1n1 ari{\Li lgtzn?:h:g nf.al.lv e

ltivated and productive land. Ve Turnlik iy T 2
R{ig;‘j)tlt{}e?s ar?d our full quota of Mexican and Sp\l]:lh\l:l:ii:i
War volunteers. We have inereased ’%he pﬁI‘OdUCthIT o] ] 0;1}'3,1)0(; 0(.)0

staple, corn, from 1,400,000 bush_els in 1846 to ne;](;—(: -l:];]kq .and
bushels in 1910. We have established n the' sta,‘r'e : (.))O)ﬂ (;0() . iy

banking institutions with deposits approaching $-}O(). , ffho o

insurance interests are scarcely second tf’ those of any ()0 Lot

states. We have builded and are operat;ng ginrc;at:;a?ir, exceede&
1  The value of our crops for the last yeah EF=

(‘[)S‘fS(Sfla(l)l(;‘(())?)((l)O While the total value of far'm products 111;2)1;(11;}115;

live stock exceeds $800,000,000. We.hzwe given to the nati

greatest agricultural state in the Union.

LOSS IN POPULATION.

We have been hearing a great deal about the loss of populz;tlc‘):(;
What signifies the loss of 7,000 people out of a total number o
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and one-quarter millions? Tt takes three decimal places to find the
ficure representing the per cent of decrease.

Accepting the figures showing the population as being correct
and vet there is a perfect rational explanation of the decrease
which does not in any manner refleet upon the state or its material
interests. Let me say in this connection that the national census
of 1900 shows the population of the state to have been 2.231.856,
while the state census of 1905 shows only 2,210,050, or a loss of
21.808. The census of 1910 places the figures representing the
total population at 2,224,771, which shows a gain of 14,721 during
the last five yvears. During the ten-year period, however, there is
shown to be a loss of 7,082. The number of farms in the state as
shown by the 1900 census was 228,622 and by the recent census
216.807 or a decrease of 11.815. It certainly cannot be said that
any land has actually been lost to the state but it must mean that
more than 11,800 farms have been consolidated with other farms
and it is reasonable to assume that the families previously occupying
the farms thus lost, being farmers’ families, have, in general,
sought homes elsewhere than in Towa.

The average number of people to each farm, as shown by the
census of 1900. was a little more than five and one-half, which,
applied to the decrease in the number of farms, would mean a loss
of more than 65,000 of the farming population of the state. There
are many things which may have had to do with this change in
population, but to my mind by far the most potent influence has
been the very rapid advance in the price of our lands during recent
years, causing many to dispose of their high-priced farms and go
elsewhere to buy cheaper lands. Then, too, there is little
doubt but that the young man just starting for himself and the
man of small means have taken their families and gone where a
quarter or a half section of land could be bought for less than an
eighty-acre tract can be bought for here in Iowa.

The same census enumeration which credits us with a decrease
in population has done us the kindness to furnish other figures
that present a very different picture and tell a very different story.
For example, the recent census shows that the value of Iowa farm
lands from 1900 to 1910 increased in round numbers from $1,256,-
000,000 to $2,800,000,000, or about 123 per cent. The value of
buildings alone increased nearly 89 per cent. The value of farm
implements and machinery increased nearly 65 per cent. The
expenditures for labor increased from $16,376,000 to $24,732,000,
or 51 per cent. Can anyone study these figures and those that
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[ have heretofore quoted and conclude that there is anything seri-
ously the matter with Towa?
LOSS IN SCHOOL POPULATION.

I do not feel so deeply concerned about the loss of a few ﬂln}l-
sand people from our oeneral population as T do about 1lhil -ln,ss ml
school population.  From 1900. to 1!)10‘_ as shown by ht, T1f1m‘1al
school enumeration, the school population of -tho state deereasec
from 731.154 to 677,204, showing a loss of 54,150 persons of scho'ol
ace in ten vears, being almost seven and one-half. per cent (yom'ense.
'l;his would indicate that in the main our loss 1n p()pnln‘nm? con-
sists of the younger men and women who are the llmrmlts of children
less than twenty-one years of age. The result is that the attend-

ance in our public schools, especially in the country schools. has

been constantly deereasing. : ‘
In 1908 there were 1,752 schools in the state with an enrollment

of ten pupils or less, while the report for 1910 shows '_),'Ql.l s\flfh
schools. If this rate of decrease in attendance ke(ips up hn‘ a u\l
vears, what is to become of the country school? We are mnh'o'ntot
.\\'ith no more serious problem than that ott the rural solmn]s: | ;omle
people have attributed our loss in population to our g(»)u‘ntr_\. ?c ,00 s
Tt would seem to me a much more reasonable
oriticism to attribute the condition of the conntrx schoo.ls to t’;le
loss in population. Restore the old time number of pup1]§ to t.'llel
rural school districts and the solution of the school question Wi
e ereatly simplified. ‘
bL];ﬁ:E; the iast ten years the average size of the farms in Iowa
have increased from 151.2 acres to 156.3 acres, or about 3.4 pe:
cent. while the decrease in ceneral population has l?e«>n only abou
three-tenths of one per cent. During the same period the decreaste
in school population has been almo.st seven and one-'half"per gell(i
As previously shown, mueh of loss in school population 1s cotnfnom
to the country districts, which indicates, no? (.)n'ly a movement .';h.
the state. but from the country toward the cities and towns. ‘ 1s
is a condition not peculiar to Iowa alone, but has been the \?X[')Ll‘l-
ence of other of the older and more densely populated states, some
of whose farms have been practically abandoned.

and their methods.

KEEP THE BOY ON THE IOWA FARM.

““Keep the boy on the farm’’ should be changed to
“‘Keep the boy on the Towa farm.”’ Tt is likewise important that
. ; remain upon the farms. Proper
girls and women for

The slogan

we encourage the girls to
credit has mever been given to the
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the part they have taken in the development of the state,
The women of Iowa have met every requirement that could be
expected of wives. mothers and daughters. Every inducement
should be held out both to the girl and to the boy who show a
disposition to interest themscives in those things pertaining to
country life, to get them to stay upon the farm. It is not, however,
every farmer’s boy who would make a good farmer nor every girl
who would make a good farmer’s wife any more than it is every
merchant’s son who would make a good merchant or every lawyer’s
son who would make a good attorney. It used to bhe thought
that if a boy did not show an aptitude for anything else he would
make a good farmer but the day of such way of thinking has
passed. It requires brains and energy to make a good farmer
just as it does to succeed at any other line of business. The boy
who can suceeed at farming will find no more honorable or profit-
able occupation.

How can we encourage people to remain upon the farm? By
making farm life more attractive. The farm home should be the
equal in all respects to the town or city home and with the inde-
pendent systems of light, heat and water it is possible to so equip
the country home as to make it the equal of any other.

I have been delighted, as I have gone about the state, to sce the
marked development along the lines above suggested. The figures
previously quoted showing an increase of nearly 89 per cent in the
value of buildings in ten years means that we are building better
farm as well as town structures.

The improvement of our highways so as to bring the country
home into closer relation to eity and town life would, in my opinion,
prove a potent factor in lessening the tendency to abandon the
country. In this, too, we are making progress.

We have reached the period in our country’s development when
farm life means more than the raising of horses, cattle and hogs.
It means all that and it also means the development of the highest
type of American manhood and womanhood. Nowhere in all the
realm of professional or business life do we find more successful
men and women than those who came from the farms. The atmos-
phere surrounding the country home means the development of
strong minds and bodies. What is it, then, that causes a constant
stream of young people, as well as those of older years, to leave the
farm and seek employment in the cities and towns? ‘While there
may be many answers to the question, it seems to me that there are
a few very potent and obvious reasons, among them heing the
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better wages obtainable, the shorter hours of labor. employment
usually throughout the year, better social advantages and the faet
that the high price of lands makes it difficult for the man of small
means to equip himself with land, machinery. cte.. nceessary to
engage in farming upon his own account.

This again furnishes a reason why our state has lost in popula-
tion. The voung man secking employment other than farming,
failing to find it in this state, goes elsewhere where manufacturing
is engaged in more extensively, or where the kind of employment
he desires may be found. This loss can only he overcome by the
establishment of such industries as will keep our voung men in
our midst.

To check the drift of people from the country to the cities and
towns, will, in my judgment, require a revival of social life in our
rural communities. Many of the old time social featurcs of the
conmtry have disappeared and a sufficient substitute therefor has
not heen found. The natural result is for the people to seek places
of entertainment and amusement in the nearby city or town, and
eventually these things draw them away from the country.

OTHER REASONS.

It seems to me that T have suggested some, at least, of the more
apparent reasons for the loss of much of the population that annu-
ally leaves our state and is not wholly offset by people coming from
elsewhere, as well as having touched upon the real causes of the
drift from the country to the cities and towns. There are, no
doubt, many other reasons for changes in population such as a
desire for different climate, opportunities for speculaticn in lines
of business not common to our state, a desire to engage in fruit
and other farming such as is done in the irrigated sections as well
as because of the natural tendency toward changing about from
place to place. Someone has quite aptly suggested that there are
three classes of people required in the development of every new
country. First comes the pioneer, who often does Ititle more than
to blaze the way and move on. A second class comes in and takes
his place and brings the country up to a fair stage of development;
and then gives way to the third class who become the permanent
occupants of the country. It is the first and second classes or the
pioneers and the near-pioneer that we have been losing. It is only
the natural order of things and it means that we have reached this
third or highest stage in development.
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I shall not say that there is no merit in the suggestion that our
political strife has had an unwholesome effect upon the state.
While these things may not have driven anyone from among us, I
do not apprehend that they have in any way encouraged people to
locate here. No business man ever seeks a battleground, either
Bloody or bloodless, upon which to make an investment. at least not
until the battle is ended, and certain it is, that eapital is not going
to flow readily to a state where uncertainties exist as to the condi-
tions under which it may be invested and handled. Neither do I
believe it to be any encouragement to our business interests to have
our state better known away from home by reason of its political
and factional feuds than for its broad aeres and immense crops.
The terms ‘‘progressive’’ and ‘‘standpats’’ as used in this state
to represent discordant elements, have never induced one man or
one woman to locate in the state. There is evidence upon every
hand and from almost every county that these bitter factional
alignments have had their influence upon local business conditions
of the various communities. Men have been known for these
reasons to change their places of banking, of purchasing goods and
of transacting business in general. Even the harmonious and
united cfforts of business men’s organizations have been interfered
with because of tense factional feeling. The man who suggested
that these things have had a bearing upon the population‘nf the
state had much ground upon which to base his conelusions.

Nothing better eould come to our state than that there should be
an end of these matters. (iive the business interests of the state
precedence over the ambitions of men and let the people join in a
united effort to promote the material welfare of the commonwealth.

It do not wish to be misunderstood. Where we need new laws,
and we do need some, let us have them, and let us have a chance to
test, th:‘-ir vflﬁcie{:cy by requiring that they be observed. No wiser
suggestion has been made recently, than the sug i r Presi-
dent Taft, that we halt in our ef.forts to t]e'ri:ll;;tfeftl(i? i Iv}reS]
secure compliance with laws already ¥ 0 o i
: ‘ y enacted so that we may know
Just what additional legislation is needed. Constant ag:);itation
means constant disturbs ines -
fear that we ]mv: l:):;;bz::(e}fld(:i ‘rb;:)S(:nr:;SS 1001? dm?ns. -I _SOmf‘ftlmeS
minds of the people a feeling o; distru:tc 1f n;nle 1nel}1(58~t|.n§:’f i
a further idea that nothintr can be acco O 12'11 oy ar‘ld
lation, state or national ’I?haé max; i e e g R

. s a benefactor who can catch

the car of the people lon i i
( [ g enough to call their attenti
many things which they can do er themselves, on fo the
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ADVERTISE AND EDUCATE.

Much has been said recently about advertising the possibilities
of our state. 1 doubt not that mueh eood could be accomplished
by judiciously publishing to the country at large the advantages
and possibilities of our commonwealth. While T believe in adver-
tising 1 believe also in a thorough system of edueation, here among
our own people. 1 do not speak these words in any spirit of eriti-
¢ism. because we have been making such marked progress in recent
vears that in the face of the most severe eriticism that one would be
warranted in making he feels more like stopping to commend than
to find fault. and yet with all this we do not fully realize the possi-
bilities of our state. Our own people do not yvet appreciate the
almost unlimited resources of our soil when properly handled. We
are still tending in the wrong direction, in this, at least, that our
farms are inereasing in size. Many men make money ofl’ of large
farms. and there can be no eriticism of that, but what we need to
learn is more intensified farming. Produce more upon fewer acres.
Our farms are capable of furnishing profitable returns for many
more people than now oceupy them if we will only farm closer.
Ground which now yields thirty to forty bushels of corn per acre
should be made to vield double that amount. This is no reckless
statement and it needs only the application of proper efforts in
order to demonstrate the fact. Upon a test, lands in our state have
been made to yield more than one hundred and fifty bushels of corn
to the acre, which is almost four times the highest average yield
for any one ycar. Wheat has turned out in some instances more
than fifty bushels to the acre during the last ycar and oats has
gone from eighty to minety bushels. These things are the best
advertisements that our state could have when they are generally
understood. If the average yield of corn could be brought up to
fifty bushels per acre, it would be a gair% of about twenty-five per
cent over last year’s crop or a gain in value of more than $32,-
000,000.

We need to have better attention given to reclaiming lands lying
along our streams and which, when brought into cultivation, con-
stitute the most productive soil to be found anywhere in the state.
This can be done, and in some parts of the state, is being done by
straightening the streams and tiling out the ground. The most
valuable small farms to be found in the state are the farms that
have been thus reclaimed. What was formerly known as the
“‘duck pond’’ country of northwest Towa is fast becoming the most
fertile and productive part of the state, through the means of drain-
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age. From the best figures obtainable, it would seem that we have
already expended more than $105.000,000 for drainage purposes
throughout the state. We have laid approximately 40,000.000 rods,
or about 124,000 miles of tile, enough to encircle the glohe almost
five times. Most of this has been laid since the enactment of our
present drainage laws. It is estimated that it will be necessary to
expend about $150,000.000 more to complete the work of drainage
in this state. This will mean, when done, that from six to seven
dollars per acre for every acre of land in Towa has been spent for
drainage purposes. The increased vield in crops of a very few
vears will many times compensate for this expenditure of money,
This large increase in the productive capacity of the farms needs to
be supplemented by like extension of other interests.

No greater need is felt than the necessity of the establishment
of more manufactories within our midst. Already we have a great
many manufacturing industries of a very high character, but there
18 room and much need for many more. The cement interests of
m:r state are of immo.nse importance and promise great success.
We have the largest brick and tile factories in the world and these
are supplemented by many smaller ones located in various parts of
the state. Our gypsum interests are growing in importance. We
have one sugar plant that turns out about one-fifteenth of the
amount of sugar used in the state. And the managers of the fae-
tory inform me that they would have no difficulty in securing beets
enough in the territory where the plant is located to supply three
or four such factories. Why might we not be producing ‘11;)t only
the remainder of what we consume but be supplying other pla.cés
w.here the growing of sugar beets is not a success? Here is a splen-
did opportunity for investment of capital.  'We are extensively
engagc.d f'“ manufacturing machinery used in dairying and in ;l
;;:Z:; ]1]1'123;631 (:::,\“lslcimz‘(g;l,fi:flgt;lml pursuits, but there are

o > Tar behind states no better located
or favored for such things than we are here in Towa.

Many millions of dollars have gone from us in the last few years
tg buy automobiles, Why not recognize the fact that the automo-
blle‘ has come to stay, and proeceed to manufacture them at home
}r:xeti;(;n;xttinsrll:;g :}}:;111Ci\t\i'is a(;"i(.a (()lgling at pres.ent. We h‘ave bee.n

her states rich by buying their

Products, as well. as by furnishing them men and means for earry-
ng on their business.

onge amy aution et sy e o cun be 20

] ' hey are to be a permanent thing
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with us, and there is no reason why the silo as well as the machines
for preparing the ensilage should not be manufactured here in
Towa. All that is needed along these lines is to get the attention
of our people directed toward these various interests. We will then
have enlarged our demand for labor and for the use of capital,
both of which have heen going elsewhere to find employment, I
believe that our people are beginning to realize the importance of
these matters as they have not done heretofore, and that we are
upon the eve of larger developments along these lines.

LITERACY.

One of the real sources of pride to every citizen of our Common-
wealth who stands for higher and better things in the affairs of the
state is the fact that, while our population is made up of the rep-
resentatives of almost every nation of the globe, our census of 1905
shows that 9814 per cent of all of the people over five years of age,
living within the borders of our state, can read and write, and of
those who have passed school age only 1 per cent but what can read
and write. Nowhere in all of the states of the Union is there to
be found a more intelligent, thrifty and prosperous people. We
are blessed with a large number of small cities, but are not bur-
dened with any overgrown places where the undesirable element
accumulates. With the apparently equal advantages that obtain
as to the various parts of the state and the well-balanced popula-
tion, we may reasonably expect the interests of the entire Com-
monwealth to move along in about the same manner. Let the
possibilities and opportunities of our state be fully realized and
known, and the question of population will take care of itself. We
have not the cheap lands that other states have to offer. People
have been passing by us and going where lands were much lower,
but, when quality and opportunity are taken into consideration,
there is no place that offers anything better than Iowa. It takes
more money to handle a proposition here than in some of the newer
sections of the country, but there is nothing safer and more cer-
tain of satisfactory returns than here in our own state. We lost
our greatest number of people between 1900 and 1905, when our
land values were advancing most rapidly. We will gain back
what we then lost and add many more when the relative values of
lands are better understood, and when our owners of small farms
learn that it pays better to farm Iowa lands closer and better than
it does to sell here and go elsewhere for the purpose of getting a

larger number of acres of less productive soil.
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We need to continue to educate our people in matters of agrieyl-
ture, the care and cultivation of the soil, the selection of seed, the
rotation of crops and the value of animal husbandry. These are
our great and natural sources of wealth. 1 think it will be ad-
mitted that we have been making very marked improvements along
all the lines I have mentioned, but the work should be continued,
I think. however. that some, especially those who have so strongly
urged the teaching of agriculture in the rural schools, overlooked
the fact that a great school of instruction is carried on throughout
the state from one year’s end until the next. Thousands of agri-
cultural papers and journals of a high order are sent into the
farmer’s homes every week, and through them are constantly pre-
sented the most advanced and up-to-date methods and ideas. In
addition to this there were cighty-four counties that held short
courses and farmers’ institute sessions last year. The state also
contributed during the same period to the holding of ninety-five
county fairs or agricultural societies. Then, too. the farmers
themselves are working out many of the problems of sue-
cessful farm life. Along with the questions of agriculture
too, the farmers themselves are working out many of the problems
of successful farm life. Along with the questions of agriculture
should come renewed interest in horticulture. Large sums of
money were made off of the fruit crop of 1909 and very much more
could have been realized if our people had been educated in the
matter of caring for, preparing and marketing and in disposing of
their crop. 'We are lacking in this respect much more than in mat-
ters of agriculture. Why should we not apply the same methods
here to protect our fruit erop that are resorted to elsewhere? We
have this year, in Fremont county, an example of the value of
smudging. Mr. C. E. Mincer of Hamburg had an apple crop of
more than 8,000 bushels which, according to his own judgment and
that of other capable horticulturalists, he saved by smudging, the
cost of which was about 7 cents per bushel. You who know the
market price of apples can readily determine the profit which he
realized.

We need also to continue to educate our people in the matter
of' s?ock raising, and especially in dairying. The one and one-half
million of milk cows which we now have should be increased to:
?hree or four millions, and much greater care should be exercised
in th(.é selection of dairy cows, so as to eliminate those which do
not ylejld. enough butter fat to make their keeping profitable. In
my opinion, the enlargement of the dairy interests of the state-
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would prove a more profitable and lasting benefit than almost any
other kind of farming. It is not only a profitable industry, but
dairy farming conserves the productive quality of the soil.

Corn and hogs have brought great wealth to the state, but many
other lines of agricultural pursuits ave equally profitable.

The poultry industry, while in the main engaged in as an inci-
dent to farming, is worthy of much greater attention. The census
of 1905 shows that we had, at that time. more than 22,000,000
chickens in the state, and that the value of the eges produced was
nearly $11,000,000.

This review of the various branches of agricultural pursuits'
might be continued indefinitely, but we need something besides
agriculture even here in this great state of fertile fields and fine
farms. Here we have coal and capital. Our people are able to
consume and do consume the best of everything placed upon the
market. We ought to be manufacturing more of the things we
consume.

I do not claim originality for the saying, ‘‘“more business and less
polities,”” but I have been advocating it wherever T have gone for
many months, and the state will have taken a long stride forward
when that spirit shall be caught up from one bhorder of the Com-
monwealth to the other. Would it not be a good time to revive the
Indian meaning of the word ‘‘Iowa,”” viz., “‘This is the place,”’
and let it be understood to mean the place for business, the place
for profitable investments, the place where pauperism is reduced
to the minimum ; the place where illiteracy is scarcely known, the
place of good homes, the place where the most valuable and pro-
ductive farms in all the world are to be found? These things will
not only attract, but hold, the best people in all the earth.

Time and your patience preclude the propriety of a further con-
tinuance of this discussion, but I want, in closing, to send a
message from the good people of Towa to those of her sister states
and welcome them to this great Commonwealth, whose richness
of soil, whose character of citizenship and whose opportunities for
successful business enterprise, are equal to those of any other state
in the Union. Here poverty is at a minimum and plenty is in
abundance. Last year we produced enough corn to equal almost
one hundred and sixty bushels for every man, woman and child in
the state; enough eggs to have furnished every individual in the
state an egg for breakfast every day in the year and to have had
a surplus of sixteen million dozen left over; enough butter to have
equaled more than two hundred and thirty pounds per year for
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each family of five persons. In other words, we could have fur-
nished during the single year 1910 for every man, woman and
child in the United States practically four bushels of corn. one
dozen eggs and a roll of butter.

Though we do not elaim superiority as a small grain-producing
state, we nevertheless produced enough wheat last year to have
furnished four and one-half bushels to each individual in our
state; enough barley to have furnished seven and three-tenths
bushels per capita and oats equal to seventy bushels per capita.

Should we endeavor to load the horses, cattle, hogs, sheep, goats
and mules of the state into ordinary size stock cars, eighteen cars
to the train, running forty trains per day from this eity to Chi-
cago over any one of the trunk lines connecting the two places,
start the first train at this hour and continuing every day in the
vear, the last train would not be moved before the first day of
next January.

I shall not portray to you the picture of the Iowa corn crop
loaded onto a wagon train moving around the globe, as has been
so often done, but will state that our last year’s crop would re-
quire such a train to be more than sixty-five thousand miles in
length, or equal to two and two-thirds times the circumference of
the earth. Should we today load our corn crop of last year into
wagons each holding forty bushels, hitch them behind teams and
start them by the State Ilouse, double file, allowing forty feet to
each team and wagon and travel forty miles a day every day in the
not have passed before the regular time for the adjournment of
the next session of your honorable body in 1913,

Such is the eondition of our state, the loss of a few thousand of
whose population has attracted so much attention throughout the
United States. I take no stock in the suggestion that those people
who have gone from among us represents our undesirable popula-
tion. Many of them are the sons and daughters, the brothers and
sisters of the best people in our commonwealth. If you will go
to the states to the west you will find that we have sent them the
best class of citizens to be found within thejr borders, and that there
they are helping to bring those states up to the high standard that
we have attained to here in our beloved and beautiful Towa.
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