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REPORT. 

To the Twenty-sixth Geneml Assembly of the State of Iowa: 
Your joint committee, appointed to visit the Industrial Home, 

for the Blind, beg leave to report that they have attended to
the duty assigned them and to the best of their ability in the 
time at their command, have examined the books of the office 
together with the buildings, have conferred fully with the 
officers and the inmates and have arrived at the following con-
clusions: · 

The object of establishing the institution, so far as we are 
able to determine, was to provide a place where the unfortu
nate people who have become partially or totally blind may 
have a home and may be enabled to support themselves. 

If it is to be a business enterprise and the inmates only those 
who can labor and pay their board , as contemplated by the 
law, it ought to be nearly self-supporting; but if it is to become 
an asylum, its inmates to be supported by the charity of the 
state, its scope of membership ought to be enlarged to embrace 
all the unfortunate blind who need a home. We find the num-
ber of blind inmates who board in the home is forty; seven 
others are employed in the shops, who live outside the home. 
They are paid for their labor either by the week, by the day, 
or are employed on piece work. The women are charged $2· 
per week each for their board, and the men $2.25 per week 
each, and at the price allowed for work the larger portion of' 
inmates have received a surplus after paying for their board. 
Some, from sickness and inefficiency, have become a charge 
upon the institution; but we think an expense to the state of 
about $10,000 a year is too great for t he support of an average 
of forty inmates and the necessary at tendants , considering 
that the inmates are a ble to pay their board. 
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The men are employed in making brooms and brushes, and, 
the females in making nets and hammocks. The trade, in com
mon with other kinds of business, has been dull for the last 
b iennial period, so that the laborer s could not put in full t ime, 
a nd not being able to do as efficient work as laborers who have 
t heir sight, it could not be expected that the business would be 
c onducted at a profU to the state or with very satisfactory 
wages to the workmen. 

We find no evidence to show thai the appropriations made 
b y the Twenty-fifth General Assembly, amount ing to $22, 1_00, 
have not been expended as directed, most of the same havmg 
been used for salaries of employes, subsistence, contingent 
-expenses, and for the purchase of material for manufacturing, 
and no considerable amount was expended for r epairs. We 
presume the appropriations have been expended as economi
cally as is usual in state inst itutions. We find no evidence of 
i ndebtedness contracted in excess of the appropriations. 

As at present conducted we believe that it will require for 
the next biennial period not less than $14,000 for E'ala.ries and 
s ubsistence, and $3,000 for contingent fund, and we believe that 
.$3,000 in addition to the amount on hand ought to be sufficient 
to conduct the manufacturing enterprise. The buildings are 
·new and we found them well kept, clean and in good order. 
'The' trustees ask that some additions be made to the buildings 
which may be desirable, but your committee think they are not 
necessary for present needs, and that there will not be a neces
sity for any considerable repairs during the next biennial 
period. 

The officers and att endants and their salaries are as follows: 

Per month. 
"M. C. Gebha rdt, superintendent . . .... . . .... . . .... . . ... . .. ......... .. . .. ... .. . . . ... . ... · · .. $~ 

!L~~~~~::~~f;:~~~t~~~~s:.:: :::::::: :: ::::::::::: :::::::: ::::: :::::::::::::::: :: :::: : 
Katie Daniby, a ssist ant cook . ...... ... .............. .. .......................... . . · .. · . .. · 20 

14 Ella Danihy, l aundress ..... ·.· .. · · .. · .... · ... · .. · .. .... .... .. ···· ...... " ·· .. ·· .. .. · ·.. ..... 
8 ..Julia Danihy, waitress . . .. . . .. ...... · · .... · · .. .. · .. · .. .......... " .... " .... .. .... · .. . · .. ··· 

30 

i~;;~;:~:~-:::::.~~~::::: :: :::::: ::::::::: :::: : : :::: ::::: ::::::: : :: : ::: :: ::: : ::: : :: ::::::: 1~ 
There bas also been paid to inmates for labor in shops nearly 

-$2,500 per year over and above the amount charged them for 
board and abvut $1,800 per year paid t o salesmen to sell the 
manufactured products. We think if all the state institutions, 
·II"equiring articles such as are made at this place, would 
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purchase their supplies here, that with proper arrano-ements 
made with jobbers a large part of t he expense for t~avelino
salesmen might be avoided. 0 

. We found _t~e super_intendent and his estimable family very 
kmd_ and obhgmg, lement in their treatment and discipline of 
·the mmates, who generally expressed themselves as satisfied 
with their home and surroundings. 

While in no sense an educational institution we recommend 
t~at t he ~rustees provide regular means of con~eying informa
tiOn and mstructwn to the inmates by securing at least semi
weekly readin_gs or talks by competent persons, that these 
unfortunate blmd may become fairly conversant with the news 
and progress of the day. We are sure that Iowa, so liberal in 
its educational endowments and facilities for instruction for 
those who are able to take care of themselves, will not faiJ to 
liberally provide for its unfortunates who need so much more 
aid and care to make life endurable. None are more deservino
of our sym?at~y and protection than these people, who ar: 
-doomed to live m endless night. 

We further recommend that whenever any of the blind 
inmates are unable to provide suitable clothing by their own 

--efforts, and a~e not supplied by their friends, they should be 
_properly provided for by the officers of the institution from the 
·-contingent fund of the same. 

L. M. KILBURN, 

Committee on part of Senate. 
G. H . VANHOUTEN, 

J. L. WILSON, 

Committee on part of House. 


