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REPORT.

e STATE LAND OFFICE, IOWA,
E- Des Morves, Nov. 16th, 1861.
b To his Escellency, Samuel J. Kirkwood, Governor of lowa :

o i

E Sie: In making out a report of the transactions of this office
by since Nov. 7th, 1859 the same order will be observed that was
&~ adopted in previous reports :
1st—The Railroad Grant.
: 2d—The 500,000 Acre Grant.
< 3d—The 16th Section Grant.
{ 4th—The University Grant.
s 5th—The Saline Grant.
B 6th—The Swamp Land Grant.
it 7th—The Des Moines River Land Grant.
- 8th—The Five Section Grant.
.+ B 9th—Iowa City Lots.

1s—THE RATLROAD LAND GRANT.

An Act of Congress, approved May 15th, A. D. 1856, entitled
¥ “ A Bill making a grant of lands to the State of Iowa, in alternate
o Sections, to aid in the -construction of certain Railroads in said
’ State,” reads as follows :

“ A Bill making a t of lands to the State of Iowa, in alternate Sections, to aid
mmwmfmmmmms&

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-

tatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That
there be and is hereby granted to the State of Iowa, for the pur-
o pose of aiding in the construction of Railroads from Burlington, on
a8 the Mississippi river, to a point on the Missouri river, near the
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mouth of Platte river; from the city of Davenport, via Towa (e
and Fort Des Moines to Council Bluffs; from Lyons City, nopgh. .
westerly to a point of intersection with the main line of th’e Io g
Central Air Line Railroad, near Maquoketa ; thence on said mx 3
line, running as near as practicable to the forty-second pm]] ‘
across the State of Iowa to the Missouri river; from the city of
Dubuque to a point on the Missouri river, near Sioux City, with :
branch from the mouth of the Tete Des Morts, to the near:ast poi:g»
ou said road, to be completed as soon as the main road is completeq
to that point, every alternate section ofland, designated by odd num.
bers, for six sections in width on each side of said roads. Bat i "
case it shall appear that the United States have, when the lines or
routes of said roads are definitely fixed, sold any sections or an R
parts thereof, granted as aforesaid, or the right of pre-emption h{ 4
attached to the same, then it shall be lawful for any agent or agents '.‘
to be appointed by the Governor of said State, to select, subject to v;
the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, from the lands of the
United States, nearest to the tiers of sections above specified, so
much land in alternate sections or parts of sections, as shall be equal :
to such lands as the United States have sold, or otherwise appropﬁ-"
ated, or to which the rights of pre-emption have attached as dm-:
said ; which lands (thus selected in lieu of those sold and to which
pre-emption rights have attached as aforesaid, together with the
se(':tmns or parts of sections by odd numbers as aforesaid, and appro-
priated as aforesaid,) shall be held by the State of Iowa, for the use 4
and purpose aforesaid ; Provided, That the land to be so located
shall in no case be further than fifteen miles from the lines of said
rqads, and selected for and on account of each of said roads: Pro-
uu.lod Jfurther, That the lands hereby granted for and on account of
said roads severally, shall be exclusively applied in the construction .
of that road for and on accountof which-such lands are henl*‘,
granted, and shall be disposed of only as the work progresses, and
the same shall be applied to no other purpose whatsoever: And
M further, That any and all lands heretofore reserved to the
United States by any act of Congress, or in any other manner by
competent authority, for the purpose of aiding in any objects of
internal improvement, or for any other purpose whatsoever, be and :
.are hereby reserved from the operations of this act, except so far
it may be found necessary to locate the routes of said
through such reserved lands ; in which case the right of way o y
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shall be granted, subject to the approval of the President of the
United States.

Sgo. 2. And be it further enacted, That the sections and parts
of sections of land, which by such grant shall remain to the United
States, within six miles on each side of said roads, shall not be sold
for less than the double minimum price of the public lands when
gold ; nor shall any of said lands become subject to private entry,
until the same have been first offered at public sale at the increased

rice.

d Sgo. 8. And be it further enacted, That the said lands hereby
granted to the said State shall be subject to the disposal of the leg-
islature thereof for the purpose aforesaid, and mo other; and the
said railroads shall be and remain public highways for the use of
the government of the United States, free from toll or other charge
upon the transportation of any property or troops of the United
States.

Sgo. 4. And be it further eracted, That the lands hereby
granted to the State, shall be disposed of by said State only in man-
ner following : that is to say, that a quantity of land not exceeding
one hundred and twenty sections for each of said roads, and includ-
ed within a continuous length of twenty miles of each of said roads
may be sold ; and when the Governor of said State shall certify to
the Secretary of the Interior, that any twenty continuous miles of
any of said roads is completed, then another quantity of land hereby

ted not to exceed one hundred and twenty sections for each of
said roads having twenty continuous miles completed as aforesaid,
and included within a continuous length of twenty miles of each of
such roads may be sold ; and so from time to time until said roads
are completed ; and if any of said roads are not completed within
ten years, no further sale shall be made, and the lands unsold shall
revert to the United States. .
Sgo. 5. And be it further enacted, That the United States mail
shall be transported over said roads, under the direction of the Post
Office Department, at such price as Congress may, by law, direct:
Provided, That until such price is fixed by law, the Post-master
General shall have the power to determine the same.”
In order to accept the grant, and carry into execution the trust
conferred upon the State of Iowa, by the foregoing Act of Congress,
a special session of the Legislature, by proclamation of the Governor,
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convened at Towa City, on the second day of July, A. D. 1836
when the following act was passed : :

RAIL ROAD GRANT.

AN ACT to accept of the Tnt and carry into execution the trust conferred upon

the State of Iowa, by an Act of Congress entitled An Act making a grant of Janq
to the State of Iowa, in alternate sectio to aid in the constru
Roads in said State, approved May 15th, 1856. e

Seorion 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State
of Iowa, That the lands, rights, powers and privileges granted to
and conferred upon the State of Iowa, by the Act of Congress en:
titled ““an act making a grant of lands to the State of Iowa, in al-
ternate sections, to aid in the construction of Rail Roads in said
State, approved May 15th, 1856,” be and the same are hereby ac-
cepted upon the terms, conditions and restrictions, contained in said
act of Congress.

SI.L‘O. 2. That so much of the lands, interest, rights, powers and
privileges as are or may be granted and conferred, in pursuance of
the act of Congress, aforesaid, to aid in the construction of a Rail
R?ad from Burlington on the Mississippi river to a point on the
Missouri, near the mouth of Platte River, are hereby disposed of,
mec(i) and conferred upon the Burlington and Missouri River Rail

ompany, a body corporat isti
laws of thepSta{,e of Iov);a. p s orsiges st

Seo. 3. That so much of the lands, interest, rights
privileges as are or may be granted and confe;rec% in ,pggsv;::eemo‘}
the act of Congress aforesaid, to aid in the construction of a Rail
l?ord from Davenport via Towa City and Fort Des Moines to Coun-
cil Bltfﬁ'g, are }1ereby disposed of, granted and conferred to and upon
the Mississippi and Missouri Rail Road Company, a body corporate,
created and existing under the laws of the State of Iowa.

8?0. 4. That so much of the lands, interest, rights, powers and
privileges as are or may be granted and conferred, in pursuance of
the act of Congress aforesaid, to aid in the construction of a Rail
Road from Lyons City northwesterly to a point of intersection with
the main line of the Iowa Central Air Line Rail Road near Maquo-
keta, thence on said main line, running as near as practicable to the
forty-second parallel, across the said State to the Missouri River, are
hereby disposed of, granted and conferred to and upon the Iowa
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Central Air Line Rail Road Company, a body corporate, created
and existing under the laws of the State of Iowa.

Sgo. 5. That so much of the lands, interest, rights, powers and
privileges as are or may be granted and conferred, in pursuance of
the act of Congress aforesaid, to aid in the construction of a Rail-
road from the City of Dubuque to a point on the Missouri river at
or near Sioux City, with a branch from the mouth of the Tete Des
Morts to the nearest point on said road, to be completed as soon as
the main line is completed to that point, are hereby disposed of,
granted and conferred to and upon the Dubuque and Pacific Rail-
road Company, a body corporate, created and existing under the
laws of the State of Iowa.

Sgpo. 6. The lines and routes of the several roads above described
shall be definitely fixed and located on or before the 1st day of April
next, after the passage of this act, and maps or plats, showing such
lines and routes, shall be filed in the office of the Governor of the
State of Iowa, and also in the office of the Secretary of the State of
Towa. It shall be the duty of the Governor, after affixing his offi-
cial signature, to file such map in the Department having the con-
trol of the public land in Washington ; such location being considered
final only so far as to fix the limit and boundary within which lands
may be selected ; and if it shall appear that the lands that have been
donated by the act of Congress aforesaid, for the construction of the
geveral lines above indicated, cannot be obtained by said companies
within the limits and along any part of the line aforesaid, the Gov-
ernor shall from time to time appoint agents to make such selections
as may be authorized or granted by Congress for the lines aforesaid ;
but the compensation of such agents and the costs, expenses and
charges attendant upon and occasiond by making such selections,
shall be fixed, regulated, paid and borne by each of said Railroad
Companies respectively, upon and for its own line. .

Skc. 7. The Iowa Central Air Line Railroad Company shall fur-
nish, equip and operate the branch of their Railroad that will be
constructed under this grant from Lyons City to the point of inter-
section with the main line of their road nmear Maquoketa, in the
same manner with their main line from the west, and as completely
as though the same was a continuation of said main line, and shall
never give any preference to the main line of said road, or any part
thereof, as defined in their articles of incorporation, by business ar-
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rangements, tariff of prices, or otherwise, over the said branch to
their Railroad.

Sgo. 8. The grants aforesaid are madc to each of said companies
respectively, upon the express condition, that in case either of such
Railroad Companies shall fail to have completed and equipped sey-
enty-five miles of its road within three years from the first day of
December next, thirty miles in addition in each year thereafter, for
five years, and the remainder of their whole line of road in one year
thereafter, or on the first of December, A. D. 1865, then and in that
case it shall be competent for the State of Iowa to resume all rights
conferred by this act upon the company so failing, and to resume
all rights to the lands hereby granted and remaining undisposed of
by the company so failing to have the length of road completed in
manner and time as aforesaid.

Seo. 9. The roads aforesaid shall be constructed upon a guage
with a width of four feet, eight and one-half inches, and the iron
used in the track shall be of approved quality and pattern, and the
said Roads shall be completed and furnished in a style and of a
quality equal to the average of other first class western roads, and
when the Roads, or any of them, authorized to be constructed by
this act, shall beintersected by the roads of any other Railroad Com-
pany now constructed, or hereafter to be constructed, it shall bethe
duty of such Road or Roads, receiving the benefit of this act, to fur-
nish all proper and reasonable facilities, and to join such other com-
pany in making all necessary crossings, turnouts, sidelings and
switches, and other conveniences necessary for the transportation of
all freight and passengers over either or any road or roads hereby
mutually accommodated, whether said passengers or freight are
brought by the roads benefited by this act, or any other road or
roads now constructed, or which may hereafter be constructed, and
at such rates as shall not in any case exceed the regular tariff of
charges on such road or roads. »

Seo. 10.  All persons, who at the time said grant was made, held
valid claims by actual occupation and improvement upon any of the
lands embraced in said grant, shall be protected in the same, and
entitled to purchase and enter the same upon the terms and condi-
tions hereinafter provided. .

A Sno 11. Any person, wishing to avail himself of the provisions
of this act, shall, within three months of the passage thereof] file his
application for that purpose with the Judge of the county where
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such lands may be situate, and shall prove to the satisfaction of said
Judge that his claim is valid, and that the same existed at the time
said grant was made; and upon such proof being made, such Judge
shall give to the applicant a certificate of the fact, and such certifi-
cate shall entitle the holder or his dona jfide assignee to enter such
land at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per acre; Provided,
that no person, claimant, or the assignee of a claim, shall be entitled
to more than one hundred and sixty acres of land under this act;
And provided further, That the person asserting a claim, whether
as claimant or assignee, shall file his affidavit that he has not either
directly or indirectly received the benefits of the provisions of this
act. Before any rights shall be acquired under such certificate, a copy
of the same, together with the evidence, shall be served on the Secre-
tary of the company interested, and such company shall have the
right to appeal from the decision of such Judge to the District Court,
in the same manner as appeals are taken from the decisions of Jus-
tice of the Peace, at any time within ninety days after the service
of such papers, and the same shall be tried as other appeal cases,
and an appeal may be taken to the Supreme Court by either party,
in the same manner as appeals in other cases.

Sec. 12. Such certificate on being filed with the Secretary of
the company upon whose line of Road such lands may be situate,
when no appeal has been taken as herein provided, shall entitle the
holder or his assignee to the possession of said land, until the title
shall become vested in the company ; upon payment thereafter to
the Treasurer of the Company for said land at the price above des-
ignated, such person shall receive from the Secretary of the Com-
pany a patent to such land, not exceeding in quantity one hundred
and sixty acres. Such deed or patent shall vest in the purchaser
all the title of said company in and to such lands, except so far as
to reserve to the company all such right of way and station grounds
as may be actually necessary for the uses of the company.

Seo. 13. The said companies shall each severally assent to and
accept the provisions of this act, by a written instrument, under
the seal of such corporation, with the signatures of the proper offi-
cers, within ninety days after the passage of this act, which said
acceptance shall be filéd in the office of the Secretary of State, and
be by the Secretary recorded in the book by him kept for the
recording of articles of association.

Sec. 14. Said Railroad Companies, accepting the provisions of

2
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this act, shall at all times be subject to such rules and regulationg
as may from time to time be enacted and provided for by the Gep.
eral Assembly of Towa, not inconsistent with the provisions of thig
act, and the act of Congress making the grant.

Sko. 15. It shall be the duty of the Companies receiving the
benefits of this act, to make a regular annual report of their pro.
ceedings at the usual time and place of electing their officers, exhil.
iting a detailed statement, as far as practicable, of the amount of
their expenditures, liabilities, &c., a copy of which shall be filed in
the office of the Secretary of State.

Seo. 16. Be it further enacted, That any of said Com
accepting the grants of lands under this act, shall take the same
with the conditions imposed and incumbrances specified in this act,
and shall in no event have any claim or recourse whatever upon
the State of Towa, for a misapplication of said grant, incumbran-
ces or conditions in this act imposed.

Approved July 14th, 1856.

At the regular session of the Eighth General Assembly, it was
found that the Iowa Central Air Line Railroad Company had failed
to perform on their part the conditions and requirements of the

foregoing Acts, the State therefore resumed the right to the lands

granted to this Company in the following Aect, approved March
17th, 1860 : |

AN ACT to resume all rights conferred upon the Iowa Central Air Line Railroad
g‘lf»l‘?nny&by an Act approved July 14th, 1857, and to repeal certain laws in
on ‘

ereto.

Seorion 1. Beit enacted by the General Assembly of the State
of lowa, That all the rights to the lands, interests, rights, powers
and privileges heretofore conferred or intended to be upon the Towa
Central Air Line Railroad Company, by an Act approved July
14th, 1856, entitled “an Act to accept of the grant and carry into
execution the trust conferred upon the State of Iowa by an act of
Congress entitled ‘an Act making a grant of lands to the State of
Towa in alternate sections to aid in the construction of certain Rail-
roads in said State, approved May 15th, 1856,” be and the same
are hereby absolutely and entirely resumed by the State.

These lands were then granted to the Cedar Rapids and Missouri

River Railroad Company by an Act approved March 26th, 1860,

with certain conditions therein named, as follows :
Seorion 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State
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of lowa, That so much of the lands, interests, rights, powers, and
privileges as have been or may be granted and conferred in pursu-
auce of the act of Congress, entitled “an Act making a grant of
lands to the State of Iowa, in alternate sections, to aid in the con-
struction of Railroads in said State, approved May 15th, 1856, to
aid in the construction of a Railroad from Lyons City, north-wes-
terly to a point of intersection with the main line of the Iowa Cen-
tral Air Line Railroad, near Maquoketa ; thence on said main line
running as near as practicable to the forty-second parallel across the
State of Iowa to the Missouri River, are hereby disposed of, gran-
ted and conferred to and upon the Cedar Rapids and Missouri River
Railroad Company, a body corporate, created and existing under
the laws of the State of Iowa, Provided, however, that no portion
of the grants of land provided forin this Act shall be applied to the
liquidation of any debt or obligation heretofore made or contracted
by the said Cedar Rapids and Missouri River Railroad Company,
or of the Chicago, Iowa and Nebraska Railroad Company ; Provi-
ded, further, that it is hereby declared to be the true intent and
meaning of this Act, that the State of Iowa according to the con-
ditions herein specified—conveys and grants to the Cedar Rapids
and Missouri River Railroad Company, her right, title to and inter-
est in the aforesaid lands, and nothing more; and in no event shall
said Company have any claim or recourse against the State for any
defect in the title or conveyance of said lands.

Seo. 9. It is further expressly provided, that if said Cedar Rap-
ids and Missouri River Railroad Company shall fail or refuse to
accept of this grant upon the conditions hereby imposed, and in
time and manner, as aforesaid, the Census Board of this State is
hereby authorized, by proper writing with the seal of State affixed
thereto, to confer the same upon such party or company as shall, in
their judgment, be competent to carry out the enterprise hereinbe-
fore provided for in good faith, and which shall accept the grant by
a proper written instrument duly executed and attested, and shall
file the same in the office of Secretary of this State, subject to all
the preceding sections of this Act, and the same shall in that case,
be applicable to such grantee, subject to all the foregoing terms
and conditions of this Act as fully as if named and originated
herein.

The grant therein named to said Cedar Rapids and Missouri River
Rail Road Co., was accepted by them with the provisions embodied
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in the Act making the grant, and the acceptance filed in the office
of the Secretary of State, June 19th, 1860.

The following table will show the number of acres of these lands
certified to the State at the present time, which were selected accor-
ding to the provisions of the foregoing Acts, and which lie within
the limits therein named :

BURLINGTON AND MISSOURI RIVER RAIL ROAD.

6 mile limits. 15 mile limits, Total,
C. Bluffs Land Dist...71,675.40 115,662.04 187,297.44
Chariton  * “« .18,480.62 25,055.18 43,535.80
Aggregate Amount to B. & Mo. River R.R.,...... . ... 230,933.24

CEDAR RAPIDS AND MISSOURI RIVER RAIL ROAD.

6 mile limits. 15 mile limits. Total.
Dubuque Land Dist. 1,809.74 A. 3,998.57 A. 5,808.31
Ft. Dodge * ”* 576.00 59,072.60 59,648.60
Ft. Desmoines L. ¢ 12,824.01 22,887.74 35,711.75
Sioux City Land ¢ 132,911.18 137,641.84 270,553.02
C. Bluffs “  « 100,588.07 193,377.59 293,965.66
Amount to C. R. & Mo. River R. R................. 665,687.34

DUBUQUE AND PACIFIC RAIL ROAD.

6 mile limit. 15 mile limit. Total.
Dubuque Land Dist.  2,361.08 A. 5,901.49 A. 8,262.57
Ft. Dodge “ ¢ 103,341.61 210,722.48 314,064.09
Sioux City “ 344.925.20 480,929.21 825,154.41
IR0 0 O £ B Bh..consovepisosocsnsespupt 1,147,481.07

MISSISSIPPI AND MISSOURI RAIL ROAD.

6 mile limit. 15 mile limit. Total.
O. Bluffs Land Dist. 141,265.07 A. 211,366.08 A.  352,631.15
Chariton * v e 80.00 80.00
Ft.Des Moines L. « 17,627.16 17,162.39 34,789.55
ORI S I B . .o v i e e vt 387,400.70
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For B. & Mo. River R. R..... A See i A 230,933.24
S IR e Iver I Iy oo bsn v stndss vonsss 665,687.34
R s L R T B 1,147,481.07
i N AR el ety e 387,400.70

R R S gy e e e 2,431,502.35

500,000 ACRE GRANT.

This grant was originally intended to contain only 500,000 acres,
but by some oversight the Department there was 522,660.03 acres
certified to the State under it. His Excellency, Gov. Lowe, being
apprized of this fact, with characteristic energy caused an examin-
ation to be made to ascertain the number of acres yet remaining
unsold in the State and from the return lists learned that there were
13,918.25 acres yet undisposed of. This amount was immediately
released to the General Government leaving the grant now consist-
ing of 508,741.78 acres, the General Government taking the
amount of 8,741.78 acres out of the five per cent. fund at $1.25 per
acre.

The laws both Federal and State regulating this grant previous
to the first Monday in January, 1861, having been embodied in
former reports, it will not be necessary to allude to them here. The
Eighth General Assembly by an Act to take effect at that time
relieved the County Judge of the charge of these lands who had
previously had the care of them, and placed them under the con-
trol of the Board of Supervisors and Township Trustees.

Whenever the Board of Supervisors shall deem it best to offer for
sale the sixteenth section, or lands selected in lien thereof, or any
portion of the same, or any part of the 500,000 acre grant, it shall
be the duty of the Clerk of the District Court to give at least forty
days notice by written or printed notices posted in five public places
in the county, two of which shall be in the township in which the
land to be sold is situated ; and shall also publish a notice of said
sale for four weeks preceding the same, in a newspaper, should one
be published in the county ; if there is none published in said conn-
ty, then in some newspaper authorized by the Board of Supervi-
sors; and shall describe the land to be sold, and state the time and
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place of sale; then at such time and place, or at such other time and
place as the sale may be adjourned to, he shall offer to the highest
bidder, subject to the provisions of this act.

If any person shall pay the whole amount of the purchase money
at the time of the purchase, the Clerk of the District Court ghall
forthwith issue a certificate of purchase, setting forth that fact, which
ghall be transmitted to the State Land Office, and entitle the pur-
chaser to a patent which shall be issued by the Governor.

It is hereby made the duty of the towhship trustees in each town-
ship, to see that no waste be committed upon any school lands lying
in their township, and in case any such waste be attempted, it shall
be their duty to apply by petition to the District Court, or to any
judge thereof, for an injunction to stay waste, and the same, if grant-
ed, shall be without bond, and shall stand for trial first in order
upon the court docket; the same shall be tried in a summary way,
and upon such trial the said township trustees shall be competent
witnesses.

The number of acres of these lands patented by the State and the
number of patents issued will be seen by reference to Table No. 1,
on page 18 of this report.

16ta SECTION GRANT.

This grant like the preceding one has been placed under the care
of the Board of Supervisors and Township Trustees for protection,
appraisement, and sale as they may deem for the best interest of the
School Fund.

Certificates of the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, under sig-
nature and seal are required setting forth that full and final pay-
ment has been made by the party purchasing before a patent can
issue upon any tract included in this grant.

In Table No. 1, page 18 of this report under the proper head will
be found the number of acres of this grant conveyed by the State
and the number of patents issued.

4re—THE UNIVESITY LANDS.

According to a legislative act approved March 12th, A. D. 1858,
the State University is constituted a corporation, and under that
name possesses all the common law corporate powers. The public
buildings at Towa City, together with the ten acres of land on which
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the same are situated, are granted to the * State University of Iowa,
to be used and appropriated only to University purposes, and to
revert to the State whenever the same shall cease to be used for
such purposes.” The two townships of land granted by act of
Congress of July 20th, 1840, “ for the support of a University, and
all the proceeds and investments derived from the same are hereby
donated to the said State University.” An act of the Legislature
of this State, provides that the sale of these lands shall take place
under the notice, and according to the terms which the Board of
Trustees at a regular meeting, or at one called for that purpose,
shall preseribe. A certificate from the Secretary of said Board that
full payment has been made, entitles the person making final pay-
ment to a patent for the land described in the certificate, The fol-
lowing are the Counties in which these lands lie, and the number
of acres in each:

ApPppanooss 0Nty . . .. ..o onu e hie e avine v 640.00
SO EIIEY s < < v <% 5 5 o 5.8 5 s e® Moo KOs Eorbalesos s 2,613.48
e N R A s s gy o 1,297.36
DI RIOMIEY, » &' ¢ + ivio 1.5 1+ ns 5o vyl 3 ten s Tr T 572.07
e AR R SR S R By
R RO T T T L PR ekl et bt 10,325.62
Rt et e ey Ay e 646.65
Jasper County,..,....o o a0rese. Shnd e ¥ Oat s 4,611.35
i R ho e P Tl R B b 1,280.00
T g s Ar Y p e gep Siarlten £ ook T o.. 4.545.44
RGOS 05 o 5 5o p o ok s v Wb e s o b gl 8.412.19
ot i P g Rt T o e 8 645.16
s SN AR R s e T TR 5,221.40
R ORI e L e s ccns o r o ae s . 638.20
WO ODRIEI U0 2o v oo ng tcracnssso o] 1,920.00
01 Nl o e iy e gl 45,928,92
Add for fractional sections taken as full sections,. . 29.02
45957.94

There is yet due from the General Government 122.06 acres of

land to complete this grant.

In table number 1, under the proper head, will be found the
number of acres of this grant conveyed by the State and the num-
ber of patents issued.
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1“

5re—THE SALINE LANDS. i
This grant was made by Act of Congress, approved March 34
1845, with this condition: That the General Assembly shall neves
lease or sell the same at any one time for a longer period than teg
years without the consent of Congress.” An Act of Congpe
approved May 27th, 1852, entitled “An Act to relinquish to the
State of Towa the lands reserved for salt springs therein,” grapg
%in fee simple to the State, to be disposed of, and the proceeds
be applied as the Legislature of the State shall direct, the twelyg
galt springs and six sections contiguous thereto.” There was
under the exclusive control of the Legislature of the State’
46,101.53 acres belonging to this grant. e
“An Act to dispose of the Saline lands of the State,” appi
January 23d, A. D., 1853, provides that these lands shall be
by the same officers, and under the same regulations that govern
gales of the School lands of the State. |
- An Act of the General Assembly approved July 14th, A. D,
1856, provides “that all moneys arising from the sale of the Salin
lands of the State, shall be appropriated to the construction of ‘the
State Insane Asylum.” This Act was repealed by the Generl
Assembly in an Act approved March 23d, A. D., 1858, and thes
lands are now left in charge of the officers having control of the
School lands, as provided in the act cited as approved January 23d, |
A.D., 1853, : gt
The Eighth General Assembly made the following provision by
an Act approved April 2d, 1860 : e
Baitmctedbytke@meralAumzbbyqftheStatequow@,
the Saline lands and funds are hereby appropriated to the Staf
University to become a part of the permanent fund of said instite-
tion; Provided, That the Board of Trustees of said University be
and they are hereby authorized to expend out of the proceeds 1
said lands a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars in completin
and furnishing for use the building erected for a “ boarding hall,
under the provisions of Chapter 41, of the acts of the Seven
General Assembly ; and a further sum not exceeding five ‘
dollars :; i;egiring and refitting the main building of said
sity, an urchase of the n a tus for ins
in said inetitaton, iy s
That it is hereby made the duty of any officer who may now

=

-..7’».,
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hereafter have charge of any funds heretofore or hereafter aris‘ing
from the sale of the Saline Lands to pay the same over from time
to time without delay, to the Treasurer of said University, who shall
invest the same in the manner prescribed for the investment of the
University Fund.

3
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TABLE No.

The following table shows the number of patents issued and the number of these lands conveyed :
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¢6ru—THE SWAMP LANDS.

The grant of these lands to the State was made by Congress in
an act approved September 28th, A. D. 1850, entitled - An Act to
enable the State of Arkansas and other States to reclaim the Swamp
lands within their limits ” and provides *that to enable the State
of Arkansas to construct the necessary levees and drains to reclaim
the Swamp and overflowed lands therein, the whole of these Swamp
ana overflowed lands rendered unfit for cultivation which shall
remain unsold at the passage of this act, shall be and the same are
hereby granted to said State.” The act of Congress approved
March 2d, 1855, provides that upon due proof by the authorized
agent of the State or States, before the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, that any of the lands purchased were swamp or over-
flowed lands within the true intent and meaning of said act, the
purchase money shall be paid over to the said State or States, and
that when any of the said lands have been entered by Land War-
rants or Serip, the said State or States shall be authorized to locate a
quantity of like amount upon any of the public lands subject to entry
at $1,25 per acre, and patents shall issue therefor upon the terms
and conditions enumerated in the act aforesaid.

An Act of Congress approved March 2d, A. D. 1857, reads :

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the selection
of swamp and overflowed lands granted to the several States by
the act of Congress approved September twenty-eight, eighteen
hundred and fifty, entitled “ An act to enable the State of Arkansas
and other States to reclaim the swamp lands within their limits,”
and the act of the second of March, eighteen hundred and forty-
nine, entitled “ An act to aid the State of Louisiana in draining
the swamp lands therein,” heretofore made and reported to the Com-
missioner of the General Land Office, so far as the same shall
remain vacant and unappropriated, and not interfered with by an
actual settlement under any existing law of the United States, be
and the same are hereby confirmed, and ehall be approved and
patented to the said several States, in conformity with the provisions
of the act aforesaid, as soon as may be practicable after the passage
of this law : Provided, however, That nothing in this act contained
shall interfere with the provisions of the act of Congress entitled
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“ An act for the relief of purchasers and locators of swamp ang

overflowed lands, approved March the second, eighteen hundred anq
fifty-five, which shall be and is hereby continued in force, anq
extended to all entries and locations of lands claimed as swamp

lands made since its passage.

Chapter 12 of the Acts of the Fourth General Assembly of thig

State makes the following provision: “That all the swamp ang

overflowed lands granted to the State of Towa by the act of Con. -:
- gress entitled an act to enable the State of Arkansas and othep 4

States to reclaim the swamp lands within their limits, approveq

September 28th, 1850, be and the same are hereby granted to the

counties respectively in which the same may lie or be situated,”

and at the last session of the General Assembly, the following was
enacted :

“That the Governor is hereby authorized to appoint an agentto .
proceed to Washington to effect an adjustment and settiement for P
the different counties in the State, of their swamp land business,
and also one or more to have the swamp and overflowed lands ge-

lected in the new and unorganized counties of the State.
That when the General Government shall issue the serip, and

]

refund the money to the State, contemplated by the act of Congress ?

of 2d March; 1855, and patent to the State the lands accruing by

virtue of the act of Congress of 28th September, 1850, the Gov-
ernor, Register of State Land Office, and the agent of the county, K
if any, shall constitute a board to ascertain what amount of said
land, money and scrip is due the different counties in the State, and
when 8o ascertained the same shall be subject to the order of the
Oounty Judges, or other proper authorities in the county.” &3

A law of the Eighth General Assembly, approved April 2d, 1860,
provides for the protection of these lands against trespass or waste,
giving the County Judge authority to proceed against persons so
trespassing, and at the Extra Session, convened May 15th, 1861, |
the following provision was made, and approved May 28th, That
the Swamp Lands in the several Counties in the State be and the
same are hereby placed under the control of the Boards of Super-
visors of said counties respectively. “ e
; The acts of all Boards of Supervisors in any county of thi{ State
in relation to Swamp Lands heretofore done and performed, are

hereby legalized and ratified.

Such is briefly the legislation relative to this important grant. It
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is impossible to present in this report the total number of acres of
land selected as swamp or overflowed lands, in the State, for the
reason that many of the counties have transmitted their lists of
selections directly to the Surveyor General. The law required them
to be forwarded to the Secretary of State, and after the establish-
ment of this office, by implication if not directly, it required that
the said lists should be forwarded to the State Land Office. Many
counties have forwarded the lists here, and the selections so trans-
mitted have been recorded in order to facilitate the discharge of the °
duties of this office as contemplated by the Act of the General
Assembly approved January 27th, 1858,

The following table will present the number of acres of these
lands selected as far as reported to this office; the number of acres
certified as enuring to the State; the number of acres certified as
having been located with military bounty land warrants prior to
selection ; the number of acres certified as having been entered
with eash prior to selection; the number of acres Patented to the
State by the General Goverment and conveyed to the counties; the
number of acres on which indemnity proof has been made and for-
warded to the General Land Office.

In accordance with the provisions of the Acts herein cited and
the compliance of the State therewith, in furnishing the required
proof the General Governmeut has authorized the selection of
18,143,62 acres from any unsold or unincumbered lands belonging
to the United States, in lieu of lands belonging to this grant sold
by the General Government, and I would respectfully recommend
the appointment of an agent for the State as contemplated by the
Act of Congress approved March, A. D. 1855, to select these lands
and make the proper returns as required by the Commissioner of
the General Land Office.
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Secretary of State, or to this office prior to January last, are printed in

Note.—The counties which transmitted their lists of selections directl.
this office since January 1st, 1859, are printed in SMALL CAPITALS.

*This selection includes that of Hamilton and a portion of Humboldt counties.

forwarded to the
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7ra—DES MOINES RIVER LANDS.

This grant was made while Jowa was yet a territory for the im-
provement of the navigation of the Des Moines River, by An Act
of Congress approved August 8th, 1846. Towa was admitted into
the Union as a State on the 28th of December, 1846, and by a joint
resolution, passed January 9th, 1847, accepted the grant for the pur-
poses specified in said Act of Congress. By An Act creating the
«Board of Public Works,” and providing for the improvement of
the Des Moines River, approved February 24th, 1847, the General
Assembly placed the control of the work in a board composed of a
President, Secretary and Treasurer, elected by the qualified electors
of the State, and provided that “ the improvements should consist
of a system of slackwater navigation by means of dams and locks ;
commencing at the mouth of the slongh on the Mississippi River,
and progress regularly up said Des Moines River,” ard the Act
provides further, that « as far as practicable the work shall be done
by contract, to be paid for out of the proceeds arising from the sales
of the lands, which were to be sold by the board under the regula-
tions adopted for the sale of United States lands.”

This Act was repealed by An Act approved February 5th, 1851,
«to secure the more vigorous prosecution and early completion of
the Des Moines River Improvement and amendatory to all other
Acts now in force in relation thereto.”

«This Act abolished the offices of the Board of Public Works,
and created those of Commissioner and Register of the Des Moines
River Improvement, the latter to perform all duties connected with
the sale of lands.” It provides that “all contracts shall be approved
and signed by the Governor, Commissioner and Register to give
them validity,” and also that “if the Commissioner and Register
can contract for the completion of the entire improvement below
Keosauqua, with any company by pledging the entire net proceeds
arising from the sale of the lands lying below the Raccoon Forks,
and water rents and tolls below Keosauqua, they are authorized to
do so.”

The Commissioner and Register were authorized and empowered
to sell and dispose of all and any lands which have been or may be
hereafter granted by Congress for the Des Moines River, in such a
manner as they may deem most expedient for the early completion
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and vigorous prosecution of said improvements, “by An Act of the
General Assembly approved January 9th, 1853, and supplementg]
to all other Acts then in force in relation theret.o.. :

Difficulties having arisen between the authorities ?t the State anq
the Des Moines Navigation and Railroad Company in regard to the
improvement of the Des Moines River, and the contract made
under the provisions of the Acts of the General.Assembly, 'the fol-
lowing joint resolution was passed by the Legislature at its last
session, and was approved by the Governor, March 22, 1858 ;

Wazreas, The Des Moines Navigation and Railroad Company

have heretofore claimed, and do now claim, to have entered into
certain contracts with the State of Towa, by its officers and agents,

concerning the improvement of the Des Moines River in the State
of Towa, and whereas disagreements and misunderstandings have
arisen and do now exist between the State of Towa and said Com-
pany, and it being conceived to be to the interests of all parties 3
concerned, to have said matters, and all matters and things between

gaid Company and the State of Towa, settled and adjnsted: Now,

therefore, be it LAY
Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, That for

the purpose of such settlement, and for that purpose only, the fol. -

lowing propositions are made by the State to said Company: That

the said Company shall execute to the State of Iowa full releases

and discharges of all contracts, agreements and claims with or ¢
against the State, including rights to water rents which may have
heretofore, or do now exist, and all claims of all kinds against the
State of Iowa and the lands connected with the Des Moines River
Improvement, excepting such as are hereby, by the State secured
to the said Company ; and also surrender to said State the dredge-
boat and its appurtenances, belonging to said improvement; and

the State of Iowa shall, by its proper officer, certify and convey to

the said Company, all lands granted by An Act of Congress, ap-

proved August 8th, 1846, to the then territory of Towa, to aid in

the improvement of the Des Moines River, which have been ap-

proved and certified to the State of Towa by the General Govern-
ment, saving and excepting all lands sold or conveyed or agreed to

be sold or conveyed by the State of Towa, by its officers and agents,
prior to the 23d day of December, 1853, under said grant, and said
Company or its assignees shall have right to all of said landsas
herein granted to them as fully as the State of Towa could have
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under or by virtue of said grant, or in any manner whatever, with
full power to settle all errors, false locations, ommissions or claims
in reference to the same, and all pay or compensation therefor by

- the General Government, but at the costs and charges of said Com-

pany, and the State to hold all the balance of said lands, and all
rights, powers and privileges under and by virtue of said grant,
entirely released from any claim by or through said Company ; and
it is understood that among the lands excepted and not granted by
the State to said Company, are 25487,87 acres lying immediately
above Raccoon Forks, supposed to have been sold by the General
Government, but claimed by the State of Iowa.

And it is further agreed that said Company release and convey
to the State of Iowa or its representatives, all materials of every
kind and description, prepared for or intended for the construction
of Locks or Dams in said Improvement, wheresoever the same may
be, and the State shall take the existing contracts, by no other lia-
bilities of any name or nature except as herein provided, for eon-
structing or repairing the works on said Improvement at Keosauqua,
Bentonsport, Plymouth and Croton, and no other or different, with
all liabilities and advantages arising upon said contracts, and per
centage retained thereon, excepting that the Company shall pay all
estimates for work done or material prepared up to this date, beyond
the per centage retained from the contractors under their agree-
ments; and the said Company shall be discharged from all liability
for the claims of the officers of the State for services or salaries.

The said Company hereby agree to pay the State the sum of
twenty thousand dollars, which sum shall be paid to the order of
the Commissioner of the Des Moines River Improvement, (as fast
as he may require the same, to liquidate existing liabilities against
said Des Moines River Improvement,) on thirty days notice given
to said Company at their office in the city of New York; and any
bonds or certificates of indebtedness against said improvement not
exceeding in amount the sum of eleven thousand dollars, which
are now due and unpaid, are to be received in part payment of said
sum of twenty thousand dollars. Provided, That no liabilities
assumed by the State in this contract, shall be a charge against the
State in her sovereign capacity, but all such liabilities, if any, shall
be chargeable upon and payable out of the remaining lands belong-
ing to the Des Moines River Grant; and Provided, also, that if
Congress shall permit a diversion of the lands of said Des Moines
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River Grant, or the title thereto shall become vested in the §
80 as to become subject to grant, the said remaining lands, after the

yment of all the liabilities, as aforesaid, against said Improve.
ment, and the completion of such locks and dams on the Deg
Moines River as the Legislature shall direct, shall be granted to the
Keokuk, Fort Des Moines and Minnesota Railroad Company, to
aid in the construction of a Railroad up and along the valley of the
Des Moines River, upon such terms and in such manner as the
Legislature may provide, one-fourth of which said lands shall be
applied by said Company to aid in the construction of said roaq
above the city of Des Moines ; and Provided, further, that if the
said Des Moines Navigation and Railroad Company shall ratify and
accept these propositions for a contract by filing a written aceept-
ance thereof in the office of the Secretary of State within sixty
days from the passage of this Joint Resolution, then this contract
ghall be in force and bind both of the parties thereto.

The Des Moines Navigation and Railroad Company accepted the
proposition embodied in the Joint Resolution within the time spec-

ified, in the following manner :

OFFICE OF THE D. M. N. & R. R. CO,,
18 Winriam 81, NEw York, April 15th, 1858, }

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Des Moines Nav-
igation & Railroad Company held at their office in the city of New
York, on Thursday the 15th day of April, 1858, the following reso-
lutions were adopted, to-wit :

Resolved, That the propositions and conditions of the above reci-
ted Joint Resolution be, and they are hereby ratified and accepted
by the D. M. N. & R. R. Co., and that the President of the Com-
pany cause a certified copy of this Resolution, under the corporate
seal, to be filed in the office of the Secretary of State of the State
of Towa.

Lesolved, That the President be, and he is hereby authorized to
execute, under the corporate seal of the Company, the necessary
and proper releases and discharges, in conformity with the provis-
ions and conditions of the said Joint Resolutions of the General
Assembly of the State of Towa, and to cause the same to be filed
in the office of the Secretary of State of the State of Towa.

The foregoing acceptance was duly signed and attested by the

REGISTER OF THE STATE LAND OFFICE. 31

corporate seal of said Company, and the settlement is thus perfec-
ted.

The General Assembly passed the following conditional Aect,
which was approved March 22d, 1858 :

Sectiox 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State
of Iowa, That all the lands granted to the then Territory of Iowa
by an Act of Congress, approved August eighth, eighteen hundred
and forty-six, entitled an Act granting lands to the Territory of
Towa, to aid in the improvement of the Navigation of the Des
Moines River, in said Territory, and all lands and compensation
which may be given in extension or in lieu of any portion thereof
by the General Government, and also all stone, timber, and other
material turned over to the State by the Des Moines Navigation
and Railroad Company in settlement with the State of Iowa, be
and the same are hereby disposed of and granted to the Keokuk,
Ft. Des Moines and Minnesota Railroad Company, a body corpor-
ate created and existing under the laws of the State of Iowa, to
aid in the construction of a Railroad from the city of Keokuk, at
the mouth of the Des Moines River, up and along the valley of
said River by way of the city of Des Moines, to the northern line
of the State, in the direction of the southern bend of the Minnesota
or St. Peters River, excepting all the lands belonging to said grant
heretofore sold by the State of Iowa, or which may hereafter be
conveyed to the Des Moines Navigation and Railroad Company by
virtue of a settlement now pending between the State and said
Company, and also so much of the said timber, stone, and other
material as may be used in the completion of the Locks and Dams
at Croton, Plymouth, Bentonsport and Keosauqua; this grant to
become operative as soon as Congress shall assent to or permit a
diversion or the title thereto shall become vested in the State so as
to be subject to grant.

Sec. 2. That the Keokuk, Ft. Des Moines and Minnesota Rail-
road Company, shall pay all liabilities against said Des Moines
River Improvement, and against the State of Iowa, growing out
of said improvement, whether by contracts between the State and
other parties, or between the Des Moines Navigation and Railroad
Company and other parties, or between any parties whatever
which have been assumed by the State in consequence of the pro-
posed settlement with the Des Moines Navigation and Railroad
Company, as contained in the joint resolution passed at the pres-
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ent session of the General Assembly ; and said Company shall also
complete the Locks and Dams at Croton, Plymouth, Beutonsporg
and Keosauqua, and fifty thousand acres of the lands which may
hereafter be certified by the General Government to the State of
Iowa shall be set apart by the Register of the State Land Office,
which said lands shall be held for the purpose of securing the pay-
ment of said liabilities and the completion of said Locks and Dam

and that whenever said Company shall pay thirty thousand dollarg :

of said liabilities properly audited and allowed by the Register of
the State Land Office, or shall do thirty thousand dollars’ worth of
work on said Locks and Dams, to be certified and allowed by an
engineer to be appointed by the Governor to superintend . said
works, that then the Register of the State Land Office shall issue

to said Company a certificate for ten thousand acres of said lands

8o set apart, for every thirty thousand dollars so paid or expended
until said liabilities are paid, and said Locks and Dams are com-

pleted, and if any of said fifty thousand acres of land shall remain

after the payment of said liabilities and the completion of said
Locks and Dams, it shall be certified to said Railroad Company in

the same manuer provided in this Act; Provided, That if the pro.

ceeds of the said fifty thousand acres of land shall at any time be
found insufficient to discharge existing contracts for constructing or
repairing the works at Keosauqua, Bentonsport, Plymouth, and
Croton, and in all respects preserve the State harmless on account
of any liabilities now existing against the State, or that has been
assumed by the proposed settlement with the Des Moines N aviga-
tion and Railroad Company, or arising in any manner from the
past improvement of the Des Moines river, or the payment of the
officers or agents employed in and about said improvement, then
the said Keokuk, Ft. Des Moines and Minnesota Railroad Com-
pany shall be liable to pay the State the amount of such deficiency.

§Eo. 3. Whenever the President and Chief Engineer of said
Railroad Company shall certify under oath to the Register of the
State Land Office that twenty miles of said Railroad in a continu-
ons.line from the town of Bentonsport up the valley of the Des
Moines River have been completed and the cars running thereon,
the Register shall issue to said Company a certificate for one hun-
dreq and twenty sections of land, to be taken as nearly as practica-
ble in a b?dy fr?m the remaining lands nearest to the completed
part of said Railroad, and the Governor shall upon presentation of
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gaid certificate issue to said Company a patent for said lands, and
go from time to time as twenty miles are completed until three-
fourths of said lands are exhausted; Provided, That the lands
hereby granted and so certified to said Company shall be exclu-
sively applied in extending the construction of said Railroad in a
continuous line above Bentonsport, and shall be applied to no other
purpose whatever; and, provided, also, that one-fourth in quantity
of said land shall be applied by said Company in the construction
of said road above the city of Des Moines; the said one-fourth to
be certified in manner as herein provided from the completion of
each twenty miles from the city of Des Moines up the valley of
the Des Moines River.

Sec. 4. The grant aforesaid is made to said Company upon the
express condition that in case such Railroad Company shall fail to
have completed and equipped seventy-five miles of road up the val-
ley of the Des Moines River, from the town of Bentonsport, within
three years from the first day of December next, thirty-three miles
in addition in each year thereafter for five years, and the remainder
of the whole line in three years thereafter, or ¢h the first day of
December, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, then in that case it
shall be competent for the State of Towa to reserve all rights to the
lands hereby granted, then remaining uncertified to said Company
so failing to have the length of road completed in manner as afore-
said.

Sec. 5. That this grant is subject to all the provisions of an Act
of the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, approved July four-
teenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, entitled an Act to aceept the
grant and carry into execution the trust conferred upon the State
of Towa by an Act of Congress entitled an Act making a grant of
lands to the State of Iowa in alternate sections to aid in the con-
struction of Railroads in said State, approved May 15th, 1856, so
far as the same are applicable and not inconsistent with the fo
ing provisions of this act. ‘

In an act approved January 29th, 1857, in relation to the Des
Moines River Improvement, the following provision is made that
“it shall be the duty of the Register of the Des Moines River Im-
provement as early as practicable to transfer aud deliver to the
Register of the State Land Office, any and all vouchers, plats, books
and other things belonging to and connected with said Register’s

Office.” This requirement has been fully complied with.
5
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The General Assembly at their seventh regular session, made the
following provision : it is hereby made the duty of the Register
of the State Land Office to issue patents to the purchasers of Deg
Moines River Improvement Lands purchased prior to the ninth day
of June, A. D. 1854

Sec. 2. It is made the duty of the Register to present said pat.
ents to the Governor, whose duty it shall be to sign them.

Sec. 3. The Register shall record each patent and endorse on
the same a marginal certificate of the book and page in which the
same is recorded.

Sec. 4. The Register shall deliver to each person entitled to g
patent, the same, by said person paying the Register the sum of
one dollar.”

These patents are all issued, signed and recorded as required by
the foregoing provision, and a part of them delivered. The remain-
der are ready for delivery upon presentation of the proper certifi-
cate.

Upon the 3rd day of May, 1858, under the foregoing provisions
the State conveyed by the proper authorities to the Des Moines

Navigation & R. R. Co., 256,661.38 acres of the lands belonging to
this grant as certified by the General Government, in the following

words :

“This Indenture, made the third day of May, one thousand
eight hundred and fifty-eight, by and between the State of Iowa,
party of the first part, and the Des Moines Navigation & Rail Road
Company, parties of the second part, Witnesseth, that the party
of the first part for and in consideration of one dollar, paid by the
parties of the second part, and in pursuance of the contracts and
agreements between the State of Towa and the said Des Moines
Navigation and Rail Road Company, for the improvement of the
navigation of the Des Moines river in the State of Towa, does hereby
séll, grant, bargain and convey to the said Des Moines Navigation
and Rail Road Company, the following referred to and described
lands, to-wit: &e. To have and to hold the above described lands
and each and every parcel thereof with all the rights, privileges,
immunities and appurtenances of whatever nature thereunto belong-
ing or appertaining, unto the said Des Moines Navigation and Rail
Road Company, their successors and assignees, forever in fee simple.
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~+~  In testimony whereof I, Ralph P. Lowe, Governor of the State of

{ LS }Iowa, have caused the Great Seal of the State of Iowa to be here-
unto affixed.

~—~  Given under my hand at the city of Des Moines, the day and year

first above written, and of the State of Iowa the 12th year.

By the Governor, RALPH P. LOWE.
Erwan SeLLs, Secretary of State.
This is to certify that the foregoing deed was received from the Governor, June
10th, 1838, and recorded in Des Moines River Records, Book A, Pages——— June
18th, 1858.

T. 8. PARVIN, Register State Land Office-
By D. 8. WARREN, Deputy.

There are fifteen of these deeds, each with the consideration of
one dollar—and convey all the lands certified to the State by the
General Government, not previously sold.

An Act of the Eighth General Assembly, approved March 3d,
1860, makes the following provisions :

Secrion 1. That the fifty thousand acres of land to be set apart
by the Register of the State Land Office under the second section
of An Act of the General Assembly, approved March 22d, 1858,
entitled “ An Act disposing of the grant of land made by An Act of
Congress granting land to the Territory of Iowa to aid in the Im-
provement of the Navigation of the Des Moines River,” shall be
taken from the lands next above those transferred by the State to the
Des Moines Navigation and Railroad Company by the terms of set-
tlement with that Company, authorized by Joint Resolution of the
General Assembly, approved March 22d, 1858.

Sec. 2. That the uncompleted dams to be built by the Keokuk,
Fort Des Moines and Minnesota Railroad Company as provided by
the said second section of the Act above referred to, shall be com-
pleted as follows: that is to say, the dam at Keosauqua shall be
completed in one year after the lands granted to said Railroad
Company by said Act shall have been certified by the General
Government to the State of Iowa, or otherwise become the proper-
ty of said Company, and the dam at Plymouth and the other works
within two years after the lands shall have been certified as afore-
said. '

Seo. 4. That Geo. G. Wright, of Van Buren County, Edward
Johnston, of Lee County, and Christian W. Slagle, of Jefferson
County, be, and they are hereby appointed a Board of Commission-
ers for the purpose of ascertaining all the liabilities whether in suit
or otherwise, against said Des Moines River Improvement, and
against the State of Iowa, growing out of said Improvement, and .
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which are to be paid by the Keokuk, Fort Des Moines and Minne-
sota Railroad Company, as provided by the said second section ot
the Act of the 22d of March, 1858, above referred to.

Sgc. 5. Said Commissioners, or a majority of them shall meet
at the city of Keosauqua, in the County of Van Buren, within six
months after the passage of this Act, or as soon thereafter as prac-
ticable; and shall organize the Board by taking an oath that they
will well and truly discharge the duties imposed upon them by this
Act.

Sgc. 6. After having organized, said Commissioners shall give
public notice of the time and place of their meeting, and the objects
of the commission, by a general notice to all persons claiming to be
entitled to be paid by the provisions of the said section of the said
Act of March 22d, 1858, that unless they present their claims within
six months after the time fixed in said notice for the nieeting of the
Board, they will not thereafter be received or acted upon, but for-
ever barred ; which notice shall be published for at least four weeks
in some newspaper published at the County Seat of Van Buren
County, and a newspaper published in the city of Keokuk.

Sec. 9. For every three thousand dollars worth of work done
on the locks and dams, and for every three thousand dollars of said
audited liabilities paid by the said Keokuk, Fort Des Moines and
Minnesota Railroad Company, in accordance with the second sec-
tion of the said Act of March 22d, 1858, the Register of the State
Land Office shall certify to said Company 1,000 acres from said
50,000 acres of land.

In accordance with the above provisions the Commissioners have
approved and allowed the claims of different parties to the amount
of $66,358.86, which claims were filed in this office on the 22nd

of June, 1861, but owing to the fact that the deeds of the 3rd of
May, 1858, conveyed all the lands certified to the State remaining
unsold at that time, this law has not been fully complied with.

8ta—FIVE SECTION GRANT.

By an act of Congress, entitled “ An Act Supplemental to the
Act for the admission of the States of Iowa and Florida into the
Union,” provides “ that five entire sections of land to be selected
and located under the direction of the Legislature, * * * are

granted to the State, (Iowa) for the purpose of completing the pub- |
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lic buildings of the State, or for the erection of public buildings at
the seat of government, as the Legislature may determine and
dim”
To carry out the provisions of the above mentioned act of Con-
and to secure the grant therein made, the Legislature in an
act approved February 27th, 1847, entitled “ An Act to provide for
the location of the Seat of Government of the State of lowa, and
for the selection of land granted by Congress to aid in erecting
Public Buildings,” designates three Commissioners to select the
lands thus granted, and on the 4th of February, 1847, the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office approved the following selections
of land lying in Jasper County :

Lots 5 and 8, and 8 W 3 Sec. 3, T3, NR20'W Containing 320 acres-
Lots 6, 6, 7, and 8, and 8 Eand 8 W } Sec. 4, T78, N R 20 W Containing 640 *

Lots5, 6,7, and 8, and S Eand 8 W § Sec,5, * “ ° do G40 ©
1 » m 8' “w “ “ do 640 “
m 9' “ “ “w do m “
W * Sec. 10, “ “w “ dO w “

Total, 3,200 acres

A Joint Resolution passed the General Assembly and was ap-
proved March 23rd, 1858, asking Congress for a diversion of these
lands for the benefit of the State Agricultural College and Model
Farm—upon which no action has been taken and the lands still
remain the property of the State to aid in the erection of Capitol

buildings.
9ra—IOWA CITY LOTS.

The following is a portion of An Act approved March 30th, 1860 :

Sgorrox 1. That all the records, books and papers, of whatever
character, relating to the original title of lots in Towa City, in
Johnson County, and to sales thereof by the Territory of lowa, and
since then by the State, including the plat of said city, be and the
same are hereby transferred from the offices of the Secretary and
Treasurer of State, to the office of the Register of State Lands; and
the same shall hereafter be kept in the office of said Register, and
under his charge as other records in his office.

It is hereby made the duty of the Register of the State Land
Office, to examine the said records, books and papers, and to com-
plete in the * Tract Book ” of sales of lots in said city, the abstract
of present title of each lot, showing whether the same has been
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finally sold or forfeited to the State ; and to report Fo the G‘enera,l
Assembly at the next session thereof, v:rhether 'the .htle to said lots
or to any property in said TIowa City, still remains in the State, and
the facts relating to any property still unsold.

That as soon as practicable, the State Register shall make out,
certify as correct, and transmit to the Recorder of J ohn.son County,
an abstract from the said records, books and papers, showing to w!;ox?
the original deed of each lot in Towa City was issued, by the Ten:x-
tory or State,and the date of such deed; which abstract shall remain
in the office of said Recorder. :

All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of th.ls
act, are hereby repealed ; and all acts authorizing the sale of lots in
said Towa City, by the State Treasurer, are hereby repealed.

In compliance with the provisions of the above act the Secretary
and Treasurer of State kindly assisted in the transfer ot: these books
and papers, and they are now among the records of this office.

The entries in the tract book have been completed and it shows
the title to the following lots to remain in the State—a part of
which were at one time contracted for, but the contracts are marked
“ forfeited ” by the Treasurer of State, who by Statute had charge
of this grant:

Lot 5 in block 23.

Lots 2, 8, and 4, in block 53.

Lot 7 in block 55.

Lot 2 in block 58.

Lot 6 in block 96.

Lot 8 in block 103.

Out Lots 12 and 22.

On the 19th of November, 1860, an abstract from the records of

the sales of these lots, properly made out and certified as correct,

showing to whom the title passed from the State, was transmitted

to the Recorder of Johnson County, and iu due time the following

acknowledgment of the receipt came to hand.
Hon. A. B. Miller, Register State Land Office :
Dear Sie:  Yours of 19th inst. covering Abstract of original

purchasers of lots in Towa City, came to hand this morning in good

order. Yours, truly, »
J. C. SPERRY, Co. Recorder.

A duplicate copy of the above abstract is now on file in this office.
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MISCELLANEOUS.

Section 22 of Chapter 161 of the “ Acts of the Seventh (General
Assembly,” imposes the following duty: «All officers who are
provided with a contingent fund or other fund herein, beyond their
regular salary, shall keep a correct account of the expenditures from
such funds and report the same to the General Assembly, or to such
person or persons as the Governor may appoint to examine the
accounts of said officers.”

On November 1st, 1859, the close of the fiscal year and the date
of the last report, there was a balance of the Contingent Fund of

T GO G SRR i . B $125 63
An Act of the General Assembly, approved April 3d,
1860, appropriated for the use of the office......... $2,00000
b T SR S e L $2,125 63
From November 1st, 1859, to November 1st, 1861, the
expenditures from this fand have been
To S. H. Lunt, regular clerk, 19 months. ........... $1,108 40
“ Lewis Coulter, « P e e e 275 00
“ J. A. Warner, for extra services,................. 115 00
Whole amount expended...................... $1,498 40

Leaving a balance to the credit of the office, of.. ... /(. m
Receipts for the amounts drawn from this fund have been invaria-
bly taken and are recorded in a book kept for that purpose.
All of which is submitted for your examination.
I have the honor to remain,
With much respect, your ob’t. serv't,
A. B. MILLER, Register.
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