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EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER SEVENTEEN
RELATING TO THE CONSERVATION OF ENERGY IN STATE GOVERNMENT
PREAMBLE

When I delivered my inaugural message to Iowans at the
beginning of this year I said that "This country will have to
become as conscious of energy management in the 1970's as we
became environmentally conscious in the 1960's."

That statement is even more timely today than it was when
that message was delivered in January.

The energy crisis in the United States has evolved from a
series of scare headlines in the public press a few months ago
to a national reality. Only the most sophomoric person would
still state that it is all a part of some giant conspiracy caused ;
by somebody else. The fact is that all of us share the respomnsibility
for the actual and impending shortages of fuel oil, natural gas,
propane, diesel fuel and the other energy sources which today's
complex society must have for its operation.

And just as all of us have had a part in creation of the
situation in which we find ourselves today, so can all of us be a
part in the solution.

The quantity of our resources of fossil fuels was predetermined
millions of years ago. We have plundered and wasted this resource
in a span of only a few decades. And now, just at a time when we
see an end to our oil and gas reserves in sight, other nations are
reaching the same level of technology and are competing with
Americans for what is left,

We face a new experience in the months and years ahead. We
must learn to live with scarcity and we must do it even more quickly
than we adjusted to the novelty of living with affluence.

A national policy of cheap energy brought us to where we are
now. That has changed. We are already seeing that our energy

supply will no longer be low-cost. We are seeing that it will not
be as plentiful.

Scientists and experts around this nation are working to develop
alternate energy sources in order to move us away from the almost
total dependence on the most-used fossil fuels of oil and natural gas.






