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true that the Auditor's Warrants atter being presented to the State 
Treasurer, draw eight per cent interest until paid; but A. & W. 
A. Sannders did not receive the interest paid on these warrants, 
and 16 per cent ou,t ot the appropriation in addition. They only 
received 16 per cent on the money advanced by them, and gave 
the State credit (or the interest received on!Auditor's Warrants, as 
a part ot the appropriation. To illustrate the matter fully, we 
will suppose that Messrs. Saunders advanced $10,000, and on the 
same day received an Auditor's Warrant for the same amount, 
drawing 8 per cent interest-both rua one year. Now if the State 
actually paid 24 per cent interest, somebody must have received 
$2,400 as interest, which is not the tact, for Messrs. Saunders are 
the only ones receiviAg any interest, and they received only $1,600. 
Eight per cent of which is paid out of the appropriation, and eight 
per cent out of the State Treasury. 

Tliird-W e cannot concur in the opinion expressed in the re
port, that the Asylum has received no direct benefit. from ,he in
tere"t paid by the Commissioners, and that it is an actual loss to 
the Institution. For with the money the Commissioners were en
abled to procure labor, and materials, on much more favorable 
terms than they otherwise co11ld. They were also enabled to car
ry forward the work at a time when, if it had stopped, the dam
age the building wonld have sustained in consequence of the ex
posed condition of the walls, would have been great. 

Considering the circumstances under which the Commissioners 
acted, we do not feel at liberty to unqualifiedly condemn them for 
borrowing money, although they may not havo been authorized 
by law to do so. The rate ot interest paid Messrs. Saunders, 
thongh usurious, was less than they charged their regular cus• 
tomers. 

DANIEL ANDERSON 
GEO. W. BEMIS, 
ED. WRIGHT. 

I 

THE DEPOSITIONS 
Of peraons BUmmoned b(!fore the Hona. J. 0. Hall, ])an Ander

son, and A. 0. Patte1'son, appointed to investigate the affaira of 
the Hospital, for the Insane, in .Mount Pleasant. 

A. R. H. Allen, of lawful age, being duly sworn, doth depose and 
say, to wit; 

l1~terrogawriJ 1. What is your age, residence, and how long 
hav~ou resided where you now reside i 

Answer. I am thirty-nine years ot age-reside in this city, and 
have resided here over three years, la.st past. 

1. 2. Have you ever hall any business transaction with the 
Insane Hospital of this State, situated in Mt. Pleasant 1 If so, 
state what is was-how yon were paid-who paid you, and what 
kind of funds you received. 

A. Never had any, further than to furnish posts to fence in the 
grounds, belonging to the Hospital. Furnished said posts about 
fonr months since, and received a privileged check for less than 
il00,00. I also furnished some lumber, to build stairs, and got a 
check, which was not privileged. Was shaved ten per cent on it.. 
I have traded merchandize for checks, to the amount of $300 or 
$400, and I do not think I ever got par for any check, except the 
privileged one. A. & W. A. Saunders, always discounted my 
checks. I generally took the cheek at a discount for any store 
goods. The difference, in my estimation, between a privileged 
and a general check, is, I consider, ten per cent. 

A. R. H. ALLEN. 
This is to certify, that the above is a correct copy of the deposi

tion of A. R. H. Allen, as given before the Joint Committee of 
Investigation, to visit th_e Hospital for the Insane, at Mt. Pleasant. 

Attest: W. F. DA. VIS, 
Olerk to said Com. 
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J esse Smith being duly sworn doth depose and say, to wit : 
L 1. What is your age, place of residence, and Low long hR.ve 

yon resided where you now reside i 
.A.. I am 29 years of age, reside in this city, and have resided 

here for six years. 
J. 2. Have you ever bad· any business transaction with the 

Hospital tor the Insane, in this city, or with any ot its officers ¥ if 
so, state what it was, wheu, how you were paid, who paid you, 
and what kind of funds von received 1 

.A.. I have done blacksmithing for the Hospital to the a.mount 
of from $100 to $300, and received Hospital checks from Mr. 
Winslow, and Mr. E dwards, the Secretary. I presented the 
checks to A. & W. A. Saunders, and got them cashed at their 
tace, until lately I have been compelled to stand & shave ot from 
five to ten per cent. I was ot the opinion that if I could have 

• kept tho checks until there was money in the Hospital Tr nsury, 
I would huve received par for them. 

JESSE SMITH. 
This is to certify that the above is a correct copy of the d posi

tion ot Jesse Smith, who personally appeared betore the Commit
tee of Investigation to visit the Hospital for the Insane in Mt. 

PleW!ant. 
WM. F. DA VIS, 

Clerk for said Cow. 

J. M. Dawson being duly sworn, made answer to the following 

qttestions, to wit: 
What is your age, residence, and how long have you resided 

where you now reside 1 
I am forty-two years of age. I reside in this city and have re-

ided here about four years. 
Have you ever had any business transactions with the Insane 

Aaylum of this city¥ 
Nothing further than to have purchased some of the Asylum 

checks for provisions sold the persons who owned them, somo of 
which I received par for, and others were discounted at ten per 
cent by A. & W. A. Saunders at their banking honse. I geu r
ally received the pay for the check in currency; never asked for 
silver or gold. I generally received said checks at par; never 
recollect to have taken them at a discount. I understood there 
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was no money in the treasury, and considered it an aooommoda
t1on to get them discounted. Furthermore, I was anxioua to get 
the trade of those persons who owned said checks . 

J. M. DAWSON. 

A. B. Porter being duly sworn, made answer to the following 
questions, to wit: 

What's your age, reaidence, and how long have you lived where 
you now reaide 1 

I am :fifty years of age, and reside in Henry county, and hav 
resided there for twenty-two years. 

Have you ever bad any business with the Insane Hospital of 
this city I 

Never, except to have purchased in the way of trade a co11sider
ablQ1Bmo1mt of the Aaylum checks, which I took at par for goods, 
and on debts due me ; some of which I kept until there was mon
ey to redeem them out of the Treasury, and eome I have sold to 
A. Saunders, at a discount of from 5 to 10 per cent, which I eon- 4 

sidered a great accommodation to me. Tbe last amount I had 
was about 1600, which I offered to A. Saunders, and he (Saun
ders) informed me if I needed some funds he would pive 't to me; 
but he thought the checks would soon be paid and it was better to 
wait until there was money in the Treasury than to stand a dis
count of ten per cent. Saunders ad anoed me some money on the 
checks at the usual interest, 1½ per cent per montH, and the mon
ey was paid on the checks in a short time. ' I think the discount 
on said checks did not coat me more than 2t per cent. 

Were you acquainted with tlie firm ot E. 1'. Winslow & Sta
ples, whilst they were doing mer<?a.ntile business in this city, and 
whether they were in the habit of dealing in the Asylum checks, 
and whether they dealt differently from any other 11,m in this 
city t 

I was acquainted ith the firm of W. & S., whilst they did 
business in this city ; they were in the habit of dealing in Asylum 
checks as other merchants did in this city, to wit : at par for goods 
and on debts. 

Do you know whether tho firm of Staples & Winslow had any 
arrangement with the Treasurer of the Asylum or Banking House 

3 
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counted. Were not discounted when there was money in the 
Treasury. Checks were generally disc~u~ted 10 per cent-never 
any higher than thtu, Checks were paid m paper currency. Nev
er demanded gold. 

J. 3. Did you ever know of checks being paid in Keokuk or 
Wapello Scrip, or Burlington Insurance mon~y 1 . 

.A. N <J recollection-could not tell what kind of paper was paid 
out. Took whatever WIM! cnrrent. 
' L 4. Do you lcnow of any other persons presenting warrants 
which were not paid, when there was money in the Treasury, be
i~g paid out 'i 

.A.. I do not. 
1. 5. Did you have any preference over others, in payment of 

-,yarrants to you, for services rendered the Asylum 'i 
A. Not that I know of. 
J. 6. Do you know of any workmen or contra~tors t~ere, to 

whom any preference was made, in payments f?r their servi~s 1 
.A.. I do not, except upon contracts with Railroads ~or ~re1ghts. 

Am a '°n of Mr. Winslow, Superintendent of the Institution. 
EUGENE WINSLOW. 

Zachariah Willbourne, being upon oath, doth depose and say: 
1. 1. What is your age, residence, and how long have you re-

sided where you now reside 1 . . 
.A. Am 59 in May-reside in Henry county. Have resided in 

this county 29 years. . . . . 
I. 2. Have you had any business transa~t1ons directly or md1-

rectly with the Insane Asylum in this place, or with any of its of
ficers 'i If so state what those transactions were-how yon were 
paid, who paid you imd what kind of fonds you received 1 

A. Have done a great deal of hauling and delivered consider
able material, probably to the amount of 1700? or $8000. Be
tween the periods of 1856 and 1859, never received any money 
or checks from the officers ot the Asylum. Received some second 
handed. The checks I received I presented to Mr. Saunders, who 
said there was no money in the Treasury, but that he would ad
vance hie own funds at a discount of ten per cent. That he had 
advanced aboutlS0,000 lllld would advance on my checks at 10 per 
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cent discount. Told Mr. Saunders that woulcln't snit my purpose. 
Turned the checks over to the Sheriff in satisfaction of a judgment 
existing against me, at par value. Can't say I ever knew Mr. 
Saunders to refuse to pay checks when there was money in the 
Treasury. The checks which I held did not amount to more than 
$50 in the aggregate. 

Z. WILLBOUR . 

Dominique Dambrun being upon oath, doth depose and say: 
1. 1. What is your age, residence, and how long have yon 1'8· 

sided where yon now reside I 
.A. Am 31 years of age; came here in 1856. Reside hi this 

county, about 3 miles from this city. 
I. 2. Have yon ever had any business transaction with he 

Insane Asylum in this pface, or with any of its officers t if so, 
state what it was, how yon were paid, who paid you, and what 
kind of fonds yon received t 

.A. In 1856, in May, I contracted to furnish dressed stone
(three of ns in partnership)-for 60 cents per foot, and paid on 
monthly estimates. First pay day came ; went to see .Mr. Wins
low. Mr. W. kept something back. He told tts that when th'~ 
Asylum was finished, he wanted something to be coming to us. 
Every pay day in 1856, he kept something back ; sometimes ,so, 
sometimes f50, or something like that. There is still due me 
$264, which has never been adjusted, and to which I claim I am 
justly entitled, and for the collection of which I am advised. I 
have no remedy except by the action of the Legislature. For 
these items snit was brought in the District Court of Henry coun
ty, by an arrangement with the Commissioners against said Com
missioners, in whi1;h they acknowledged service on the 29th day 
of September, 1858, but no trial was had. The attorney for the 
defendants, answering to the jurisdiction of the Court, that no 
suit could be brought against the Commissioners, for the amount 
due, a copy of which notice, endorsed with the acknowledgment 
of service, is herewith attached and made part of my deposition. 
In 1858, I worked five or six months cutting stone for the Asylum, 
amounting to from fS0O to '4:00: I worked for August Richard, 
who shaved melt, per cent, because, as he said, he had to submit 
to a shave of 10 per cent at the Bank, on the checks. Mr. Rich
ard had trom 10 to 19 hands, and as I understood, they an had to 
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nbmit to tho same sliln~e. Richanl told me and the other bands 
that there were no moneys in the Trea ury. ' 

Dis olvcd partnership abo,·e r ferrod to, in Jtrnuary, 1 57. 
DOMINIQUE DAMBRU r 

The following sheet is nn Exhibit ot notice and ace ptancc of 
servico in nit between dep ncnt and A ylnm Commi sioners. 

W. F. DAVIS. 
Dominique Dambrnn I 

vs. I In District onrt 
Ralph P. Lowe, Charles '. larke and )-- llenry Connty Iowa. 
Edward Johnson, as ommi ionors ofj 
Iowa Insane Hospital. (Original notice.) 

To said Oom1nisswn J'S :-Take notice, that a p tition will be 
on file on the 15th day oi October next, in the office f tho clerk 

f the District Court of said c nnty, claiming of you the um of 
three hundred dollar , and f r cause of uch claim, says that the 
same is found d upon a contract for the deli very or stone to aid 
Hospital, and for the delivery of stone by plaintiff tor said Ilospi
tal in the months ot April, May, and J nne, 1 57, amounting to 
$1,177 G5 upon which thor ha been paid, a plaintiff allc es, 
the sum of 913 65. Plaintiff claims a balance of $26! and in
terest thereon at the rate of six per c nt per annum, from April, 
1857; and unless you appear and answer to aid petition by the 
2d day ot uext term of said Court, jud ment will be rendered 
against you thereon. 

AMBLER & WOOL ON, 
ttorneys for Dambrun. 

We acknowledge service ot the abo,·c notice nnd 81l'l'C not to 
• l ~ 

ob,1ect that the snit is brought in Ilenry ounty, but demand a 
copy ot notice, petition and bill of particulars of items as may be 
set forth in petition, eptcmber 21, 1 5 . 

(Signed) RALPH P . LOWE, 
CHARLES S. LARKE. 

Hand papers to M. L . Ed wards. 

John Tirney 1 
v . I In District Oonrt, 

~Blph P. Lowe Charles S. Clarke and )-- Henry County, Iowa. 
Edward Johnson, as Oommissionere of I 
the Iowa Insane Hospital. j 

To said Commissioners :-Take notice, that a petition will be on 
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file on the fir t day of October 1 5 , in the office of the clerk of 
the Di trict onrt of said county claiming ot you the sum of one 
thonsand dollars, a mon y luc him lor stone, and upon a contract 
for the delivery of . t no for said ITospital, and as a balance due 
him fr st n deliver d t0r said Ilo pita!, from the month of June, 
1856, to tho month of 'epteml,er, 1 57, and demanding interest 
from th first day of July, A. D. 1858; and unless yon appear 
and answer t nid petition, on or before the econd day of the 
next term of said 'onrt, judgment will be render d against you 

thereon. 
AMBLER , W OL 'ON, 

Attorneys for Plaintiff. 
We acknowledge ervice of the above, and waiv the I lace in 

,vhich snit i hrought but demand copy of notice, petition and 
bill ot it ms ace mpanyinO' petition, cptember 21, 185 . 

( igned) R. P. LOWE, 
CHARLES S. CLARKE, 

Hand papers t M. L. Edward . 

Abrnham Fletcher, beinO' upon ath, doth depose and say: 
1. 1. What is your age, pla e ot residence, and how long have 

you resided whore you now reside 1 
A. Arn about 2S years of age-havo hecn in Mt. Plea ant for 

about 3 years. 
J. 2. Iliwe yon ever had any business transactions with the 

Insane Asylum in this place, or any of its officers 1 If so, state 
when it was, what it was, how yon were paid, who paid yon, and 
what kind of !nnds you roceiv d f 

A . I contracted for cutting and delivering stone for the A y
lum, in February, 1857, to the amount of, perhaps 2,000 or $3,-
000. Previous to September 2d, 1 57 we were paid ev ry month 
in par currency. p to September 2 l, 1 57, I received cnecks 
from Mr. Winslow, which I presented to Mr. Saunders, who paid 
the same, dollar for dollar. I received an October check, payable 
80 days after date, which was not paid when presented. The rea
sons given me for non-payment were, that there was no money in 
the Tr a nry. Pre c1 ted checks a O'l'eat many times after that b I 

and wn told there wa no money. I pnrchascd "oods of Pr6sl y 
Saunders, and paid for the same with a part of my October chock. 
The balance of my check was discounted at 10 per cent. I held 
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some three checks, or more, subsequently. The June check 1 
waited tor until there was money in the Treasury. From Sep
t.ember, 1 57, to June, 1 58, I got uo money upon checks, unless 
they were discounted. The money I received in part, previous to 
September, 1857, was Lagrange, Georgia money, and some Bt1r
lington money, but received uone that was not current, at par. I 
cannot say that my checks were ever discounted when there was 

money in the Treasury. 
ABRAH M FLETCIIER. 

J. L. Penn, being upon oath, doth depose and s:i.y: 
1. 1. What is your agr, place of residence, and how long have 

you resided in the place where you now raside 1 
.A. Am near forty years of age-have resided in Mt. Pleasant 

over three years. 
I. 2. Have you ever had any business transactions with the 

Insane .Asylum, in this place, or wit Ii any of its officers l If so 
state what the same was, when it was, who paid you, and what 
kind of fonds you received i 

A. Had no particular transactions, except to trade tor Asylum 
checks. I keep a cash store-have invariably taken Asylum checks 
at par; at the same time have taken our own county orders at ten 
per cent discount. Most of the checks we held were cashed-some
times we held them until we were notified that there was money 
in the Trea· ury, and received lJankable funds for them. At onP 
time I presented checks to the amount of perhaps 8300, for which 
l received par currency. .At another time I sold Mr. Saunders 
about $100 in checks, at a discount of five per cent. 

I. 2. IIad yon good menus, or was you knowing, how the mon
etary affairs of the Asylum were transacted? 

A. I always understood that when there was money in the 
Treasury, the checks were paid-but when none, the checks were 
bought up at a discount of from five to ten per ceut, by differen~ 
parties about town. Other parties besides A. & W. A. Saunders, 
discounted these checks, and held them until there was money in 
the Treasury, when they presented them and received the face of 
checks. 

I. 3. Ilave you any reason to believe that any Asylum checks 
wero discouuted at the bauki.ng house of A. & W. A. Saunder;;, or 
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11ny other parties, when there was mnncy in the Treasury with 
which to pay them 1 

.Li. I have no reason to believe there were any, either from my 
own knowledge, or from business men generally. 

J. L. PENN. 

A. Beers, being recalled, states as follows: 
l. 1. When you presented the order spoken of in your deposi

tion on yesterday, to the Treasurer, what reply was made by the 
Treasurer 1 

.A. When I presented the check referred to in my deposition, 
at the banking house of A. & W. A. Saunders, I was told, .I think 
by A. Saunders, that he could not pay the check, as there was an 
arrangement with the Treasurer, P. Saunders, for said Gaulden s 
checks. I then called upon said P. Saunders, who told me that he 
(Gaulden) had agreed to let him have his checks, or a part of them, 
in payment of his (Gaaldon's) debt to said P. Saunders; but by 
agreeing to see some certain amonnt then stated, paid from Gaul
den to P. Saunders, I recei1,ed the face of said check in par car
runcy, and in a short time afterwards was released from said 
liability by said aunders. 

E. BEERS. 

John Eshelman, of lawful age, being sworn as the law directs, 
deposes and says as follows, to-wit: 

l. 1. What is your age, where do you live, and how long havo 
yon li,ed wbere you now reside 1 

A. 1. I nm thirty-eight years old-reside in Mount Pleasant
have lived here fourteen years. 

l. 2. Ilave you ever had any business, directly or indirectly, 
with the Asy I um at th is place, or its officers? if so, state what 1 

A. 2. I have dealt some in said Asylum checks; have traded 
for some ot them in my mercantile bnsiness, probably two or three 
hundred dollars, mostly, and probably all, at their face. I traded 
for those chccke, understanding that I would have to wait until 
there was money in the Treasury to pay them. I do not now 
recollect of disconnting but one, of about one hundred dollars; 
that -wa& to A. & W. A. Saunders, at a disconnt of ten cents. I 
bnve no reason to believe that Asylum orders were discounted at 

,! 
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A. T W. A. annders banking house when there was money in 
the Treasury with which to pay thorn. 

JOU ' ESIIEL IA. . 

Wmiam R. Hill, of lawful nge and capacity, being sworn ns the 
law directs, doth depose nnd ~ay a fo!lo,·s, to-wit: 

I. 1. What i your a 1 e, where do y1 u li,·e, and how long have 
you lived ,vhcrc you now reside? 

.A. 1. I am twenty-eight-I r e ide in Mt. Pleasant-have resi
ded here from time immemorial. 

I. 2. Have you had any bnsin s, directly or in ir 'ctly, with 
the Lunatic Asylum at thi place, or it officers. 

A. 2. I have sold them goods t r ·aid Hospital 11 t to any 
considerable amonnt-wa paid by ch cks on Treasur • of aid llos
pital, which checks were pai<l by Treasurer in par curr ncy, when 
presented . I have had checks of other parties; where I ha" paid 
ca h or its quivalent, I have bou_o-ht them at ten and Jes discount. 
l havP. always received the tace of all hecks presented when u tice 
wa aiven that there wa money in the Trea ury to pay oft aid 
check . 

WM. R. IIILL. 

John Smith, of lawful aae bcina duly sworn as the law directs, 
states a follows, to wit: 

l. 1. What is your acre, where do yotdive, and how I ng have 
you lived wher you no,v re id ? 

A. l. I am about2 ; I !iv near Mt. Plea nnt bav li ved here 
four year . 

1. 2. Rave yon had any business directly or indirectly with 
the Asylum or its officers, if so, state what. 

.A. I have worked for the A ylum in cutting ston for ome 
time. I received the pay for my work monthly-probably up to 
1857. Alter that I received what is called Asylum checks, which 
I traded in part for goods; let P. Saund r ha, ome ot them for 
good and money at par ; ome of them I sold at the Banking 
llouse of A. & W. A. Sannd ril. at five per cent di ouut. The 
checks were drawn in Jam s Kelleys name. 

JOH SMITII. 
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Jnrnc B. Shaw, of lawful ao-c being duly worn, testifi d as fol

lows, to wit: 
L 1. What iR your age place f resiclenc , and how loug barn 

you resided wh re you now ro ide . 
A. Am 52 years of age, r ide in t. Plcasant.-haYe r id d 

here about even yea,r . 
J. 2. llave you ever bad any business transactions with the 

Insane Asylum ot thi place, or with any of its ofticer ~ It so, 
state when, wher , who paid yon, and what fund yon r ceiYed . 

.A. llave had ome transactions wirh Mr. Win slow uperin
tendent of tho Asylum-have boon in mercantile trade for about six 
,ears, and have solu aoods to Yr. Winslow, f r tbo A ylum. .My 
business is selling hardware principally. I received my ay uni
formly in A ylum check from the ecretary. ' Leck w re ca bed 
at t.ho Banking llouso of .. Ah-in & W . .A. 'annder , np to the 
tell of 1 5'( my checks wore nov r discounted. Since th n I 
have b!ld some disc unted 1 per cent by 1 srs. Saunder ' . W 
in company winth William a.under , brother to A.h·in aonders, 
somethino- over 1 months-commencing probably in December 
18!>7. Was then in the dry goods trade. We took a good many 
of the A ylnm checks, hu·nishing snch good and grocerie as w& 

bad. I believe we uniformly took such check for their face. When 
we disposed of those checks at the Bank, we submitted to a dis
count of 10 per cent, when others were doing the same. 

1. 3. B.ad you any reason to belie, e that those checks were 
discounted by A. & W. A. anndor (or other partie ) at any time 
when there was money in the Treasury of said Asylum, belon -
ing to the State 

A. I had not. I have every reason to believe there wa not. 
I. 4. Do you know what has been the usual rate of interest at 

A. & W. A. annders' Bankincr Rouse, and other Ban kin~ llouses 
in this place for four years pa t 1 If so, state what it ha been . 

A. My impre sio11 is that it bas heen u uaUy one and one and 
a half per cent per month. 

1. 5. Can you state whether there has been more mon v in the 
Banking .Eiousce of these places for the last three or ro:ir y ars 
than could be let at one aud one and a half per c ·nt per month? 

A.. I think there has 1.ot been as much. 
1. 6. Do you kuow of any preference being gi on to any par-
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tics holding tho e checks of tho sume cla' , in payment of them, 
A.. I do not. I have no rea on t believe there bas been. Fro 

the intimacy existino- between 1essrs. Saunders and my elf ~ 
base every rea on to believe that I would have received as m,;cb 
f~vor as any other holder" of snch checks. The last checks I had 
d1sconnted by Mr. Saunders, (dated Octouer 1859,) were discount
ed v ry reluctantly, and only because ho had proviou ly promised 
so to do. 

A.II ot which i according to the best of my knowledcro and reo
ollection. 

JAMES B. SHAW. 

E. . Hill, of lawful age being duly sworn, testified as follows , 
to wit: 

I. 1. Wbat is yonr age, where do you reside, and how long 
have you resided in your present place of residence? 

A.. Have resided here 25 years. 
I. 2. Have you ever had any busine s Lransactiou with the 

Insane Asylnm of this place, or any of its officers 1 If so, state 
what jt wa., who paid yon, and what kind of tunds did yon re
ceive 1 

A.. When tho Asylnm was commenced, I was in business in 
this place, (in 1858.) I commenced taking Asylnm checks at their 
fo.c , understanding at the end of eYery montb, wo were to draw 
tho gold for the same. The first orders I pr sented I got tho rro)d 
all in $1 pieces· and after that, perhaps 011ce, received gold fo; 
amount of checks pre entod from Trea ury. ince then I have 
had no personal connexion with either of th M ssrs. Saunders. 1 
havo been out of business since 1 56. My understanding since 
then bas boen that my boys have taken Asylum ch cks at a dis
count ot 10 per cent-some more-some lcs . They have never to 
my knowledge obtained any gold from th Treasury, but have 
been compelled to take currency. I have frequently advised the 
boys not to purchase Asylum checks. But when in their po ses
sion they have nlways been able to hold them without submitting 
to a shave. Thoy ho.Yo money enongh to carry n tho Banking 
business as well as some other folks. When they disposed of 
checks they took currency. The boys to whom I refer abo,·e, are 
my sons, in business in this city, one of whom is now deceased. 
Persons holdino- Asylum checks have been in tho store and offer-
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ed them to my sons at a discount of 10 and 15 p r cent. Some
urnos they would remark that th y could do better with Mr. Saun• 
ders. Sometimes would c mo back from him, and sometimes not. 
Names of such persons I do not recollect. W o got some chocks of 
}lay, Jnne, July, and so on unpaid. I asked my on if there were 
any checks that had never be n pre nt d for payment. These 
checks never had-but that he had been informed by Mr. Stone, 
in the Banking Hon o of tbo Mes rs. annders, that no checks 
bad been paid since April 1 59. I al o understood from tho Mt.. 
Pleasant Branch of the tate Bank, that they wero not pay in a any 
since April 1 59. On unday last week ao-o I understood that 
Presley Saunders had been sent for, and that Mr. Thompson waa 
goinO' to Des Moines. I never had been at Des Moines and thoo_o-ht 
it would be a good time to go there. Went to my son and told 
him I would like to know about these chocks of May, June, July, 
and others; before I went np Monday morning 1 met Mr. Saun
ders' clerk (Mr. Page) at the store door ; asked him bow far they 
bad paid Asylum checks. Be replied, that they had paid .April 
checks up to May. 

Went to oe if Mr. Thompson was going who was not positive, 
but thour,ht he would go. He did go. Then went to Presley 
Sauuders, in his store, and told him what I had heard, that he 
was going to Des Moines. He replied that be was not certain of 
going-that his brother had written to him to be ready in case he 
was sent for · at same time he told me be thought ot starting for 
New York that a!ternoon. I then said that I was going to Dee 
Moines, and wished to know what amount of checks had been is
sued unpaid. Re said that he did not know-his brother Alvin 
attended to that business-did not kn w anything more about it 
than I did, or omethin° to that effect. The reason why I did 
t.bis was because ther had be n a great deal of talk about shaving 
of checks, &c., by people in general. Called on Mr. Jones, Treas
urer of State, in Des Moines, told him what my business was. 
11.r. Jones took me into the Auditor's office, and was introduced 
to .Mr. Cattell's clerk. Th following are the items I found in 
t.bat office, to wit : 

1859. 
January 28. 
April 9. 
June 20. 

P. Saunders, for warrant, audited . . . . . . . . 2,437 00 
do do do . . . . . . . . 3,250 00 
do do do . . . . . . . . 3,253 91 
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July H. P. Saunder, for warrant, audited ........ 1,256 00 
Octob •r 7. <l do do ..... ... 1,050 00 
October . lo do do . . . . . . . . 1 734 00 
Octob r 5 and 10. do do . . . . . . . . 7,927 70 
Dec mh r 23. d do d •. • • .. . . 1,533 72 

W cnt into Treasurer's Ollice o asc rtain how many of these 
warrant had b een paid. Mr. Jone aid that it would take him 
omc time to I ok over his book , and I think that he said that 

< h re is no that i marked paid ' I oking npon hi book as he 
spoke . 

.I. 3. an you nafile any one per-on who offered to ell checks 
to your son , a r ferred to above 1 

A.. Cannot think of any now, bnt can furnish them. 
I. 4. Witb whom did y n have an nnderstanding that yon 

wer to receive o-o~d, monthly, for your check ? 
A. It wa understood o-enerally thnt they were t be paid in 

gold. For proot of this, I give the fact, that Mr. annders paid 
tho e check in gold, which be would not lo, unle s ho were com
pell d. I bad no private nnclcrstandino- with Mr. aunders that 
my che ·ks were to be paid in gold. 

E. . HILL. 

Ed ,vard J oho tone, of lawful ago being dul · sworn, t etifiecl ae 
follow to wit: 

/. What is your a e 1>lac ot resideuc and how long have 
ou re ided where you now re ide ! 

A.. Am 44 year of age-r side in Fort Madisun-havo re
s ide<l ther ince 1 39. 

J. 2. Have you ever had any business transaction with the 
Insane Asylum in this place, or with any of its officer ~ If eo, 
state what they were when, how you were paid, and what kind 

t fonJ yon received~ 
A.. Appointed a Com mis ion er for the erection of the Asylum, 

by the act ot l 55. Tho only moneys I ba,·e ever rec ived, bave 
been tho I r diem a11d expenses, as bown by the bool, . I COD· 

tinu •cl acting a, Cornmi sioner until January 14th 1 59, when I 
r'3 i,rn d in a letter to Gov. Lowe, which i hereto attache<l, and 
marked ' Exhibit B.' 
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'EXllIBIT B. 

( upy.) 

!Io.'. R. P. Low1,; 1Jea1· ir:-i b ucc from home, and other 
can cs, lrn,v • preYent cl me from attending any meeting of the 
Coin mission rs of the llospital for tl o In an, si nce, I beli ve the 
7th of Augu, t, 1 57. 

With th,· •xc pti n of sio-ning on• r two orJ rs 011 the ' tate 
Treasnr r, I hav n t h en able, in c that tim , to participate i11 
any of th e proceeding o1 the 0111 1111 1011cr . 

MJ ngugcmonts for tbe pre unt y ar will afford me but tew 
opportnni tie of co-operating '"ith them. 

In view of thi ' tat of thino-s, and in ju tice to the State and 
myself, I feel constrained to re i•rn my position as Oommi ioner. 

Trnst ing that my sncc sor may ·o- p rate more efficiently with 
the Com mi sioncrs, than I ha \"C ccn ab! to do for more than a 
year pa t, 

I remain YCry r l-' ctfully yours, 

EDWARD JOHNSTO E. 
Ft. Madi on, Iowa Jan. 14, 1 59 . 

1. 3. Did y u, at any tim s u h 01111 i sioner, requc t any 
party, or parti s, to adv nee mean , if ncce ary, to carry on aid 
Insane llo pita! 3 It so, tate who, and the circnmsta.ncs connected 
therowitl1. 

A. 'annot recollect the dat , I.Jut at oue time, indeed s veral 
tiwc , luwin(l' b n inform ·ll by th• Tl' nror ot tho Hospital that 
ther ,, r 11 funds of th• 'tate in tho Tr a ury, and that money 
was necc a1y to carry on th e c n tructiqn of th bnilding, I did, 
in conjunction with the other Oom1nis ioner Go,,. Grim s and 
Doctor lark r que t Alvin Saunders, ot thi plac , to furnish 
from tint to time, as be wa able, means t carry on the work upon 
sai<l llos1 ital. I tl ink n p cial um wa agreed npon; thcr 
may h:l\·e b, n-but if so, I don t rec ll ct what it was; but it wa. 
under too I that he wa to receive a tail- compensation for so doing. 
I wa not l resent a the time a fixed sum was agr ed npon a ap
pears by the minutes of the mn11s 1oner. The Commi ion rs 
wer induce 1 to take this conrs , from tbt> fact that they believed 
the int •re t of the State w uld 1rnffer greatly by tho stoppage ot 
thew rk. t that time a numb rot han<ls were employ d larg 
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quantities of material were on lland, c c., &c. I ha,·e always un. 
der tood, and believe that Mr. aun<l rs did fnrni h tho pecuniary 
aid, w/1en necessary to carry n the work, and that durino- the late 
financial crisis. (In this connection, it i but justice to Mr. Sann. 
<lers to say, that without his aid the work mus have stopped . The 
Commissioners could not learn from what other source this peen. 
niary aid could have been deri,·ed. Mr. aunders very reluctant. 
ly, and only after repeated solicitations consented to furnish such 
means.) 

1. 4. Was there ever :u.iy formal and complete e timate ot the 
expense for the erection of the In ane llospital ~ 

I hase no recollection of any special estimate. We based 
our ideas of tho cost of the l.rnilding, from tho statements ot Doctor 
Bell, Kirkridge, and other parties in the Eastern Stntes. The gen
eral <:onversation with persons cast, indicated that a suitable build
ing would cost $200,000 or 300,000. The Commissioners confi. 
ded fully in .Mr. Winslow. Ile came to us with tlrn highest rec-

mmendations with which any man over came to the We tern · 
ountry. We knew little or nothincr about such a building, and 

therefore confi led all to Mr. Winslow, so far a.s the construction of 
the building was concern d. This confidence in Mr. Winslow, on 
my part, was increased, in tho examination by me of vouchers 
howincr the expenditures f money on the Asylum, (while he waa 

Superintendent) amounting to many thousands of dollar , all of 
which I found in every instance, strictly correct. Tho Hospital 
was located at Mt. Pleasant by the Legislature. I haro no doubt 
that other places might have been tound in the State, where the 
building might have been constructed tor I ss money. For exam
ple, we were compolled to purchase au engine, planing-machine 
for making of sash1 planing, &c., &c.; al o to erect brick-machinee, 

for the pnrpose of making brick tor tho llospital, which might 
have been avoided in other localities. Anvther item, making an 
extra expen e, was the hauling of sand, which amounts to a large 
sum, from a long di tanc , a he has been informed. In addition 
to all this, the difficulty and cost ot er tting money during the late 
1inancial crisis, added to the xpen e. The unfavorable weather 
has increased the expense. Tho Hospital might have boen erected 
somewhat more cheaply, if we bad us d materials such as are fre
quently used in this country, of an int rior charncter. Bnt it was 
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Lhe Jeterrnination of the Commi sioners, that nv material of an 
inferi or quality, either of wood, stone, ' C., sho11l<l be plac d in the 
building; and that it should be a first-rut building. Mr. WinR
low, the Superintendent, cu an wor this interrogatory more fully 
than I can. 

J. 5. Please explain the following passage o~ page 5, in tho 
report f the ouuni sion rs f 1 5 - 9. Was that report based 
upon tlle e timatc of 'uperintondent ·winslow 1 

A. I have no recollection of any formal or special e timatc be 
ing made by Mr. Win 1 w. The amount tated in the report I pre 

80me was obtained from conversation with Mr. Winslow, and from 
Lhe impressions of the omruissioners th mselves. .I was of tho 
opinion at the tho time of tho making of this report, that this sum 
would complete the building. 

J. 6. Was that opinion concurred in by the Superintendent, 
Mr. Winslow. 

A. I repeat that Mr. Winslow made no formal or special esti
mate. Ile may have expres~ed that opinion, and as we had all 
confiden ce in him the Comm is ion rs probably relied on that opin
ion. The report was probably based upon information derived 
from Mr. Winslow, and the impre ion f th Commissioners. Bat 
about all this I havo no di tinct recollection. 

EDWARD JOHNSTONE. 

I wish to make this additional statement. The Commissioner 
hoped to keep th total of tho expenses of tho couetruction of tho 
Hospital in or about the sum of $200,000; but like tho cos t of all 
other bnildinrrs, either public or private, thoy grew on their hands. 
The difficulty of procuring materials of the best chara ter, the 
change trom brick to stone, in erecting the building-the change 
in the original. intention about the heating apparatus-the bad 
seasons, and trouble of obtaining money, &c., &c. ; all contribu
ted largely to increase tho expenses. I think no formal estimate 
of the total cost was mado. The Architect in Boston could not 
make one with any degree of accuracy, as he was wholly unac
quainted with price of material, labor, &c. The plans were be
fore the Superintendent anrl Cornmissionors, and estimates were 
mado fror.n time to timo, of such material, &c., as were required 
io the progress of the work. The original contemplated cost, as 

5 



l ,for as kept iu ·iow b · the Commi ioner , au , a 

op ,n hat 1, i th ·ir r por h d be ·D m de. . . 
1 or the In t t •o year , I have bad but httl conuc ·t10n i h 

th hn inc of the Ho pit 1, and am not n w 11 poi;tc ou th 
eubjr·ct a I mi ht oth rwiso have been. 

EDW RD J IIY T .. E. 

H lpL P. L() , of l wful ,.,. , being duly sworn os iii d 

follow , t it.: 
J. 1. What is your go pine f r "deuce and howl n h v 

your, i<l •d wh r you now r id I 
.A. m t l wful a,.,. , r side in K okuk. 
J. ~- At. wh time di you nt r up n the dischar1re of your 

dutit• as 'ommiesion r of tho Lunntic Ilospito.J in Mt. Pl , ant 
A. By virtu of my offic a ov rnor, I wa made x-officio 

mom lwr of th J'ourd of ommis ionerfl, and nt r d upon the 
di ch• r"' of my duti a such, o.rly in ti. sprio of 1 5 . 

/. :t Pl as tat u n what principl th Don.rd allow d A. 
& W. A. 'aund r int re t n a<h-ancement made by th m, com
m n inJ,C Mo.y 23d, 1 5 , and continuiJJg durin"' tho tim yon 

rv d n m b r of aid B ard i 
.A. Tim nllowanc wnR mnd by virtue of a pr vions arrange• 

r , utrn •l ot r d into witl essre. nuuders, uy my , 
pr ,<l or , which wn th nm unt du th m for int rest on pr · 
vious nclvl\ncom n s, up to thnt tim . The sub qu nt all wances 
macl w r for balances du on advances mn<le uy tho Messrs. 

up t tho limo tho int rest was allo, ed. 
p n what priuciplo w r orders dircr.ted to uo drawn 

up u th uditor of 'tat , for t110 moo ys appropriate for tho 
llo pital of th In n , J.uriug th ye u· 1 5 an<l 1 59 1 

A. l l on actual •stimat s of work J ue, r ported by_ tho 
up •rint n lent to tho mmi sionor , who carclully .· nnncd 

<:ll h it •m t tho nm,, b foro th y i snc<l their orucr upon the 
mlitor of tat for warrant. o ord r, n i ue<l, r authorized 

until p r n l in poction of th cstim t pr ent d to the Board 
f l)llllUi ion r , by the upcrintond nt, wi~ made. The om• 

mieeitlD rs tr1ctly pursn cl th requir mauls of the lnw in am-
inin t th cstim t nd issuing their ord rs. 

/ . 'tat whether ny .xrunin tioo was mo.de with Presley 
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subject 111att r 
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Du · •o 111111 ti 11 ,vith th, in11til11• 
if on I, ppli d or wr n~fully 1p1 11 
, I h 1 wl · ln t on oth r huu<l 

o m · •tion i , i11 con !011 Y.ith tht 
i O Ill (' •rft• ' 

ith. 
RP. LOWh. 

llarlc.!! lar • 1 ot lawful ng , b ing cl woru l iii 11 

f 11 , ·s t wit : 



3 

/. 1. \ h• i y,)ur ,e, pl ce of re id once, and ho,v long h ve 
y u re idcd where you no,v re idc ? 

A.. Am of l fut a" , re iclc in F irfiold, h v re idetl there 
ho, t ti c y urs. 
/ ... · At vhat t1mo did you enter u on Lhc di cbar...,e of your 

,lutic., n Coutrni ionor of tho Ilo pita! for the In ano in ount 
Pica 11nt l 

A. I w appointed ono of a B ard ot Oommi ~ion rs to up r-
intcod th or ction of a. buildin: ns an sylom for tho In an , by 
th net of 1 5 5, and otcred upon th di char e of dutic at tho 
fir t m •ling of th Board arch 15th, 1 55 and have ontinued 

memb •r of th Board until th pr cn t time. I as first Tre . 
ur r of tLo Board. I resigned in th tnll of 1 55, alter which Pr a 
1oy und rs was appoi nt d Trea urer. 

/. a. II w much have you rccciv d for your service 1 
A. I h vo r c i\>e<l in nil l ss than ''350. 
I. . Uid you at any time as uch oinmissioncr reqneat any 

!'arty or parti to ad nee mean it nee sary, to carry u said 
II pit ll 

. Tho O rnrms ,oner. r.nployod n Superintendent, who en• 
,ai;.:eu orkruoo aod bought mat rial for th buildin , in good faith, 
c peeling tho money woul<l be received froin tho tato Tr• ury 
10 p J such labor r, und for eu h matorinl, pi-omptly. But fail
in lo r coivo moo y from time t time, th y were mpellud to 
l>orrow to sati fy tho nrg nt demands of creditors. We thonght 
thi 1.mang 10 nt would bo nly tempornry, still hoping that th re 

oul<.I oon h funds in the tato Treasury to pay all our drntts, 
thnt w might m et our indebtedn s . Thie; condition ol things, 
how v r, continued until tho progre s of the work was such, that we 
d III I it n s nry to borrow till more, in order to pre rvo 

hat had alrendy h en done. lf w had not done so, the IC1 to 
th tat by xposur of tu work to the element , would hnve 
IJ n far ~renter tb n the c .;,t ot tho interest. I may add here, also, 
tb11t th diffi r nee in tho purchn e of materials for en h troru time 
to timo has more than pni<l tho interest on such loan . This b ing 
th couditiou of tho funds in the tato Treasury which bas cxi t

~ from n nrly th c rumcncment ot the work to tile presout, and 
tho c nditi n of th work the ommi ion rs did mak contract 
with J.\. W. . aund r , lo advanc money to pay tor mat rial 
1u1d lab r. When th e arrnogom nta to borrow money were 

ory. 
J. 5. n wh t · 'pl 

.. 
' 

01 n tlit r ot , fo r· 
. pit he In n 1 , durin~ 

.A. Artur th Ii bilitfo~ fo r c cur 
e w m ou J tl 

r_v · nn ord •r , nd > 

This with th, 
it 

hcther ination wa. 1 

'a r r onr1l i iir 

m v J out du ti II I rnl 
wh · y n hi cl h 1 I 
not I I th I I 

A. TL Tr n r hn r • I t ot his r .c ipt nnd 
di b cmcnt from time to time, tn 1lCl I htw l nrn d 
tho dition of hi 1 om p 1inntion nn 1 from 
tho v u n cnrch inntion ; comp11rc I 
them with tho nee k y him, as ry f th D n.rd. J 
am cot1lhl nt thnt thoro · t been nn y in his hnnds 11n, 

pnid on th rd r of the Bonrcl Th ft\ct i~, that nt 110 tim to 
tb host of m,· knowledt,'c hns tlwrc 1Jcen sn icnt fund s in th!• 
bands of the Tron uror to pay our order ; n r this r n on th 

ommi:s ion v r compell d to horrow moo to top th cln.m 
or ot th er rs from time to timo. 

1. 7. D minute of the Ho Jn.nu , tlwr, 
app ar to llo . 'nl1111 1-lO goin~ 
en. aft •r m ·. pla at mo n l<:r, 

an<l whnt tl i<l re l 
A. Tho mi sh •d to borrow monL'Y 11 1\ lower 

rn. of int r st to pny off all ind •bt dn1• R1 n thn th intc-r · t rt • 

c iv 1ci from th tate on wnrrante shonltl pay tl · · t on th,, 
money bo W hacl I w lrLll cust, 
at low r r 1 it wo. ommuis licre or , 
em ploy <l del'9 to v n tiato n lonn ngr ,,, 
ino· o pay , which umount •d to 140. I will ndd, th 
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be failed to get only al1ot t 10, 0. lli. annden; went c t the 
I t of <JvNnber 1 58, and r,ur indcLtedn ss then to him w 
nbont 17,000, and se:veral tb u .ands to the h nd ·. 

f. . Do y u know anything more about the subj ct mat ·r 
under invc tigation, th t will l>o of any service, or throw ny 
light, whatever, upon it 1 

A. I hav l, on famili r with tho prugre of th work en the 
huildin , for nearly fi o year . I beli vo that all the utb 'r Com. 
rni sioncr , tl o Troasnrcr, an<l his agent , the ccret.iry, the u
p rintcndent and 11 thcrB irnmccliatcly inter stcd, in uny wa 
h vc in all things act d t w r<l the tat•, with Rtrict honesty , nd 
tid lity, , nd have, to tho be t of their abiJity, o discharged their 
,Inti , w~ t promot tho higho interc t ot the State, in tliecrcc
tion of tho b11ilding. 1 Jo not L licve that either one ot them hil8 
cv r, knowingly, misapplied a sioglc dollm·. I l liev that th, 
building, when completed, is no more-no le s-than the w nts ut 
the Stnto demand, nt a I w co -t. 

/. D. Do you pny lho Troa uror, or hi ag nt , 1 r receiving 
nd paying out tho fonds 1 It so, stat how much. 
A . T ho Board have n vor pai<l any salary to the Tron urcr or 

his ngcut, for hi or their tmrvico:;. The Treasurer wa iufor;1cd 
at tho time of his nppoiotmont, that ho would b appointed on the 
cond ition that ho would recciv nncl pny out the fund , without 
compons lion, ond on this conditi n ho accepted tho offic . 

OllARLE S. CLARI E. 

dc!iti nal tostiruon of Dr. Clarke : 
I. 10. Did yon sign tlio report of tho Commission rs, of 1 ::i -9i 

If 11 11 why. 

A. I will st. t , in reply, ti t J ndgo J 0L11stono w not pr cnt 
at. ho In t _1ncot10g of tl.i Board immedi. tely proceuing tho be sion 
1 f tho L:gtsl tnro of 1 "5 -0. .J..t this time the r port shoult ha,vt> 
I c .11 wntteo and ingC'Cl. Jud •o J ohuston w s i ecr to.ry of tbe 
flotml until ~h ppointmont of J udgc Etl ward . I c. p cted tbnt 
h . v uld wnto tho r port, and 1 h ve been informed that ho did 
write tho r P rt; und l l11wo boen info rmed hath di<l write it at 
l~\>rt ndib~11 , lm_t I did n t have an opportunity to sig1 it, aud 
did not sc lt until sc iuo tirnu • fter it , puLli hcd . 

IIARLE LARKE. 

Bt1)U,U"GT . ' • RCll ~ ' l 10. 

pp int J t in, tig, th, lliiir pf thl.' 
Lnontic ylum t ount l'le ~. nt: 
I tind, on examination of th, plan of th building 

w nt d, first. four t · m l>oile~ 4 inrhl' diam ,t r, tw tlut 2 
~ e Jona, co . . . . . ..... . .... _ ..... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,0 ,o 0 
l ho wnt r boiler, with cond n in" pip . . . . . _ . . . . . . . 1, 0 
1 ~o hor · power ngin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I fill() 

70, 0 1c •t finch pipe ...... _ ..................... l~,fi lO 

1 1 ~• of six inch ta't pip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' () 
't am tre: ' and fixture .......................... . 

... 'in tank ti.:ir attic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 
Two Lot \'ater nnd on · relief tank .................. . 
Pump , cold water pipe, tan and c Id fr · ndn ·tor .... . 
'tock en u and pipe t am ........................ . 
Putting up th work stimnt d ob nt. . . . . . . . . ...... . 

I believe the uovc lo be us low as th <lu1ll', in 
rrying ut th pr cut pl n. 

Chorl TI ndrec of lnwful age, b in r <lnly sworn, d H1 d p 
and ay to-wit: 

/. What is your age place uf r sid 11c , and how lou~ hnv 
., on resided where y u no,v r iil •, nod wLnt i y nr 11pati n ¥ 

A. m forty-si years of agc-r ido in D11rli11 •toll hav r 
idc<l th r 18 year -11111 a machinist u<l f n11dryr11a11. 

T. 2. lla\· y II mnd any 'Xominnli 11 11ud e li111ntc of th 
c t of the nee snr Incl tial h ntiug , ppnr tu , tnnk , w t r 
pipe!!, ~c., for th II pitnl I r th InAanc, in f t. Plc•usant If 
o, tat wbnt thoso •·tiumtes are/, 

.,f . 1 b:wo · and the r nlt <>f my · 11min, ion, nnd th , tim t 
mo.cl , are here o uttncb d, nnd marked ' Exhihi ('.' 

/ . ~. In your opinion is an irnm dint npproprintion sufil1•i11nt 
t c v r nicl • tirnat , necessary nn<l indi 11 •n nhl t put I id 
Lio pitnl for tho lu an in l\ conditi n enitnhl for th r •ccption of 
patient l 



A. It i • l 110 • y in hich tho h ildin can IJe u d with-
() th • c oeec ary 6 tur · any hing Jc woulJ be m1mcy hrown 

,,.. y. Hnl'in~ fnrni he I 1::i111il· r ti:tur , in p, rt, to lik In ti
tn icm jn Wi con in, I ·on idcr my elf comp tent to expre' the 

vr: <Jpinion. 

. l\. Brown, of lo.whll gc, h<:ing <lnl · worn, m. d an \"e 
tc, ti f(Jll<,wing c1u ti,,us, to- it: 

/. Ilo, old nrc you, nd how Ion,, hav you r id d wh r <•u 
no re idr / 

A. I n111 fifty y •nr of og ,, on<l u re id d in ft. Plea nt 
u ar thrc , y •nr . 

/. I luv • ,,u hat! any bu iu a trun action with the In nn \ Y· 
luw i 1111t •d nt • It. Pl •n unt, 11r ,, ith any of its 00.iccrs?. If o, 

ts: t wl,ul, it wn t 
A. 1 hn (• ow11 d om(• of th A ylmn checks-from ., 100 t 

1-50, which I old to . t • ·w. A. Rnund r , nt a di c:m11t f' ton 
p r c •lit. A pntl of the trnn nc:tion wn innd bout one · nr n~o. 
nd n part cdiout l month . inc . I 1111d •r ton I hat I vrnold g 1 

th rnon y fo1· an ord r, •ith r 100 r . 110 for a hurs l i,old, 
hen I cull<·<l for it, u iL wa , rq,c ,ut d tom os good en h; 

lm nf't_t•r T ~nt it,< ol. ~ nund 'fS inforrnt·d m thcro wns no monoy 
i11 tho Trr•, ury. l am nut of tho opini n tba any rd 1· wcro 
,ti (' unt •cl 1,y Col. ':.i.uutl r I whilst th r wns mon yin thC' TrPafl 

u~. . I. BROW 

J umcs r elly, of lawful u • , h •ing tJUnliiicd, 111::i.do nnaw r 
th followin~ qu tiou , to-wit: 

I. How old r you and h w Ion r h vo yon r id d wb re you 
re it! l 

I nm thirty · ar ot u,,. , ant.I has r id d in U •ury cou.nty 
r tour y ,or • 

I. ll 1v you over lrnil nny hu in tr n u ·tiou with the In ane 
A huu, of tbi · t:ity r with nny of its officers if o, stlltc what 
it 

and got p11itl in 
bciu~ 1\u ut ,0 
d •r ' b· 11kiug h 

worth of cut ston for th A ylum 
t th ir luc • up to •pt. 1 57, th an1oun& 

check sin that, to aun 
I. 'uundcr,s that he <lid 

no lik · k my 
II llC_ t 

43: 

l 

l, \ . 

hin th 
... \, :u.Y. 

hnrl r~ll ~::.oflnw1nl "'. io~<ltl) «p litfod.dq1o·t'1l1 
toll w', t . - it: 

I. How old un· you, and ho · 1011,1 h. ,. you n.• ided ,, ht'N' ou 
now r iJ 

I , m tltir · ·c r of n c nnd 111 n r · id l in lli'nr (·11uut. 
v r the ~-c r~ I t p t. 
I. 11 n· yon ever hno ny uu,in s tr:in", ct ion' ·ith thl' 111 Ul· 

A. ylum, of thi ci y, or 11ny of i · olli · r It u, t t wh1 I it ,,a .. 
I h v cut one I r th ln an•~ ·lnm, to th nmount of 

evcrnl thou llli dullnr-, 111! r •c •in·d \ 111111 clwck f,r 111 .'· 1 
ot pnr for tho m , t of th m, nod wu di c unt ,d ut ti nt , of 

fh·c per cent on 011w, t th hank of 'ol. 1umd r , '\C1·pt ont 
small c:h ck of. 14: lO, ,\hich r r cciv 1 d ·12 for. I b " uo n1 n on 
to bclicl'c that heck , or di c 11ntt•1I , hl•U th r w:ta mon 1y in 
th 'Irca ury. 

Cll I LE ' KELL ( . 

. Baile·, of lawful nrrc, boi ~ duly qnalifi d, m do on w •r 
to the followin" int rrug toril' , to wit: 

How ol<l ar y u ud how long hnvo yon r ,iid ,<J whcr yon 
now re ide 

I am fifty• wo y nrs of ag , and luw r idcd 7n II nry ' unty 
tor seven yl'ar la t past. 

Ifov, ·on Ju J n ' I II in , (•ith r clir or in,lir ·ti ·, witl1 
th In anc llo pitnl at 11. Pleu ant, or ·ith Lh • t,nlc,•r th r I ft 

I ut nnd d liv reJ ro • Ir 111 th !l ,, up lo t If! \n• 
gu.t 1 5 , nmounti,w to from 5, 00 worth, for hich 
I r ,c h- ·d Ho pitnl chc ,k nn<l got n en h d r 
th Tr a 11ry, all 11t nb ,ut 200, whi"li wn 
SnunJcr at 5 I r cent discount. I , ns tol,l n 
no money in th Trcn ury. 

{. BAJU, 
/. 2. ll vc you nny r · 11 to h licvo tlrn .A ·111111 L"IH· ·ks 

,~ore a uny im <li countcJ by A. & W. . 'aun •r , r llJIY 
6 



thcr p, r y or p, rti wL o there were fond in the Trc ,ury: 
with which to I y t snmc? 

A , l h \'c n<Jne. y rneaos of knowledge re good, from be-
in, frc uently in at aid banking bou e and on intimate t rm 

ith the I• rs. • nnders. 1 have every r on also to believe 
th t aund •r borrowed the ruoooy witl which tlicy hnv d the 
'Jrd •r a b<Jvo o.11 ud d to. 

. B ILE . 

Wm. U. Taylor, ot lawfol age, b ing duly s \\·orn, tcstifl d a. 
follows, to wit: 

/. What i · your ag , place ot rcs1dc11cc and bow lon" bo.ve 
you re i<l •d whrrc you n w reside I 

A. m 43 y ar of age- re i<le in Mt. Plea ant. Resided 
b re thr • y a.rs. 

J. 2. Ilav yon ever had any lmsiness transaction with the 
lnsnno U pittil in t hi pine or with any of its officer If o, 
etn.t wliat, when it wtt~ who paid you, 1\11d wlrnt kind oi fond 
you r cci vcd ? 

A. lluvc bncl sum cl alint-"S with them. o1J some harness 
an rep ired som for tho H ospital Superintendent, and charged 
th aarno to th Asylum, nm outing in all to al,out "100. I re
c iv d checkr1 at differ •nt times, tor this sum. I also purcha ed 
!lod tracl J tor Asylum checks. One check I received, of l 5 
for lmir, u · in p1n.st ring. That ch ck I pr s ntod to the bank 
of r s r . 'nund rs, and was offered Ke.okuk scrip an<l Lagrange, 
H 1·gia m n y in I ayrncnt. I declined r ceiving such money 
and llispo od of the check to Mcssr . Barclay, Ogg & wan, for 
it lnco. ll th ch ks 1 r c iv d directly from tho Asylum, x-

pt thi no, I got cashed wit bout <li counting-, at mn rlers bank. 
[ tl ii k it , in th summer of 1 5 . I tr <led for auout .• 35 

ylum ch cl-s, for which I pnitl th ir face, nnd trarl d 
nr f r good , at their fa c. I wanted the good· and there 

n no l.11011 y iu tho Tr •n ury t ay check . I do not know that 
thcr w 1 any mono in th Tr I\ nry at th time of l r enting 
Lh 1 ) ch ck. 

1. Did you or did you not know that the paper money which 
you n mc<l nb wo pnr curr ncy ~ 

..1. It w pn ing l.i r f r 1nr ·urr ·ncy. 
W. Il. T LOR. 

it h 

rn . tl w tlir 

ount n . r t. Pl~ . 

r indir ctl. l ·ith 
H v, l wh t 

1. J . . · h d pit l < h, ks 
hi h I mkin , IH 11 

ot A. & r f tli 1 I11 s-
pit.al · a mnll r lHU"t 
of which wero di riabh told 111 

hen I pr nt f tbcr • wn 11 t 
money in the · n I w u until th r , 1 s 
mon yr cei, d · r ury I w ull tar ot 
orders. All tho money I recciv d fl rt nr mm, 
'o far n 1 nm or hn, be n concern d h 

had no re on to con pla.in. I n n:ir b. ti 
10 p r cont and I thiok some of th m low a live per c"nt. 

J H S I. 

John . Bartroff, of lawful n~e, l iog duly sw rn doth d pos 
ond say, to-wit: 

1. 1. Ilavo you had any busin ss ransaction with th 11 pi• 
t l for the Insane, or with aoy of its officer . If so, wh u, 
wh ro, who with, who paid yon, and wllnt kintl f fan <lid you 
r ceivc 1 

A. I have n v r bnd any trnMactions it her ,, ith tho 11 I it l, 
its flic r ' , chccl , r ny thing ls . 

I. 2. IT vc y a ut any tim 1 niJ th t yon believ d lli Trc 
urcr oftb lio 1it l tor th, ln nn, or A.~- W. A. 'undt.'r, or 
any oth rs conn ct d with eitht•r party, had di connt J onlcr1:1 m 
tho Troo.&urcr when there wn funds in th Trc ury, ·ith \ hich 
top y the amo? If , wh t wer th ground for id pinion 
rblif. 

.ti. If vcr I snid so, it w vf oth •r JI •r-
ons, part. of whom h , be n a.mined b for this ommitt , 

d have h r st tcd that they ho.,·o no re on to 1J •licv th t uch 



r ma and <; my r mnrk wcr made npo 
f cr,u 1011. • ny1 tha I linvc no rca~,in I) h 
; cv hin,, I kn1w or hav h ard, I b . 

J RN . B RTR FF. 
'l'hi i to ccr ify th t h nbov i n true copy of the t imon 

of ,Tohn •. Bnrtroft~ giv n bcfor the Joint ommittc • for invcti
a ill" lte affii of Io-pita! for th In nnc in t. Pica no . Th 

original h ,·ing been t ken in pencillings. 
t: ' I. F. D I I 

Jerk for said 'om. 

fl nry Wiu low of lawful ag b ing duly worn, tcstifi d as fol. 
low t,, wi : 

/. I. What i11 your a~c, plnco of r sid ncc--how lon()' hn\'c you 
r i<l <l whcr you now r idc, nnd what i your occupation~ 

A. I nm 53 y nrs of ng -r ido in H. Plen ant- hn \' r, i-
dcd hN ttlion 1h· ycn.r . .Build rand ntractor. 

f. ~- What hnv you b n ngng d at during your re id 11 , 

h •t j nml Jiow di<l yon be ·omo so ngog <l ? 
.A. Unv h n cngng r1 in h •r ction f o. Stat Ho pitnl for 

th I fo an, in this plac an wn mpl y <l by th ommi 11ionera 
to up rint •nd the r ction of such Hospital. 

I. . ) ho was tho rchitc t for aid Hospital? 
A . ,Jonatlrnn Pr ston f Do t n, a so.chns ·tt ; ancl the plan 

I\ <lr:iwn by him, w adopted by th Board t Commi ioners for 
eu h llospitnl. 

/. -L D you know wh h r any c tima cs wcro vcr mnd by 
enicl r ·hit ct, r by any other per on 1 If , state all yon know 
about i I. 

A. 1 kno ther n v r w any itemized estimate made, or at 
,. r c 111e to my knowled c; n compar tiv tima 

f m • own w all that v r kn w of. Iy generally :xpr, ed 
opinion wn~ 1 that I hope to g t it in tor 300, 00. ' W c com• 
t11e11 ·cd in fovor hlo times for the r ction of nch a buildiotr 

~) 

· fnr n mon y Hl t ors w r c occrn d. Th next n on n panic 
ii( d our people fr m th financial cri i , which cnu cd our labor 

r to think tha th y oul<l n t g t th ir µny. 
I I' ·p ·ct d when I cam h r t find competition nmong nil 

r mch' of imlu tr . ut upon my arrival, I found that w w 

diu ry, 1111 not 1 

f r ,u1k in!/ lirir , 
h h•Ul"C 

rrom brick to tone w· h 1 11111 l 
· , o • • id i \ nd th 11 

ha.n <l 'litn.t 
wor Ill 

tnl 

mnt 
mad 

·. h w 
t morc up h ,j r r •port 
vi o not r col 1i11io11 n to 

id Ho l ital won ohu tun'· 
nr bat I di tnl w 11ld 

g uornl sti1 1 ·ltn11g, 
from brick t ton w • l hop d 
lo g t th • b · in in for w w re 
th n maki11 ·ith id · · ()' nomical 
rat h m I ant pot • pr · cd 
t11is opiniou Dr. lar pres nt , I 1111\ 

howo,· .r, state I th h II nlom, i11 or• 
Jinar con,cr a ion. 

l. 6. Und r wh t circut tancc 
y ur ign tnre nddr a e<l to l-ov. 
1 50 

lid y u writ the I .ttor o l•r 
rim •1-, dat d n n L 1 Hh, 

A . It w writ ·n r o 1 ttcr r c •i\ d 
rim · . I w n t •n t th I tt •r ould ht 

th 11gl1t th l •tt r w a o inquiry about th 

mo fr11111 C ov. 
d • pnlilic. I 
ylum lmild-



Ill 

r. II l I npp 
ve 

r •f'. c,,py vf 111y le •r. 
fin i It tli , ylt m building; 

Th fou rth cl • ion ot 

Ira Ho pit t. J>l 
3 ll hi . 

my le r - ob mad b pn • 
.x · · · m mc11 . I h 
h which did no r-

that bout ~ uld 
not including machinery, I . 

HE~ RY WL.' LOW. 

l. L. Edw r l;i. in tho m1 tt r of th 
ful a "e b in , duly w rn 

L i your a1rc wheru do on r • idc and what i you O •11 • 

patio11 l 
. .A. 1 :1111 4!J . d in thi. pla o 

I nu, re id , tw •mploycd for 
t u and If y tary of th Board of Con11ni 
of tlio In II pl c •, awl h \ 'O kept tho book and 
uc·l•o1111t ho . 

Du you kuov. why th amount of int r t received bv thl 
Tr•, ur •r of tho Board w nut .·hil,it d in th r •port ~f the 
Co111111i iuu 111acl1:. to th pr II nt L gi latnro I 'L t wh.\tyou 
know nllll l, Ii •v in rcgnrd to tll matt r. 

A . I k11uw not \\hy aid inter t w not exhibit din th r 
I rl . Th ommi ionor fail •d to hold a rnc ' ling h ro in tlw 
I Lil pi-ior tu th m etin of th L gislatur •. In th ir ubflcnc 1 

ud ut t ht· r ·qu t of tho 'hairmnn, 1 wrot out tho r •port. 111 
pri•pnriug it I mad out two h •t marked ·' E. hibit A. 11 The 
om publi h d, a p rt of tho r<.•port, appear on page . The 
oth ·r wn c. actly lik it. with tho exception that tho amou11t of 

r •c •iv J from tho 't to on tato warrun wu a do to 
tot I amount of a.ppropri ti ns on on i<lc, and tho am 

1no1111t wa n<ld •d to tb int re t 1cco11nt on tho oth r si<lt• Loth 
h ' I ' hihitin~ th m • bnl:rnc . Th • two sheet "it1h tli 

l>11l1111<· • ol tho rq1ort 1 pr •par d it wcr hand d Ly me to llr. 
\ in low, 'npt., who, lau informed me hnnd d the nm t the 
('I . . I I ' 111'. 1 man °1 t I Bonrd, on the cars at thi pluc, on llis wa • to the 

nptl<•l, n liort ~ime b for' the m ·etin r of tho Lcgi luture. l 
h d 110 1ll\' r tt u r ·01mnun1catio11 with ithcr of the ommis• 

. . iu r ~arJ .to h pr pri ' ty oft•. hi bi tin., or not xhibitin 
ml rnt •r t m 1d r ( rt. I m d out th two he t I tated 
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I 

D<· 1.1, ....................... . 
. ........ ........ ............. . 

................ 
............ 
. ........... . 

Janu ry 1 ........... .. 
pril 1, 1 ... . ... . ...... 41 l :n :..• 

Mn .............. 1. ,1H:1 "'~ 
Au 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ;,'ii'I ;}fl 

iu JO c ~ J tnr . 
F y ............. . 
T me o Mny l in ·lu 

er d hi ·h the money 11t th 
umbr from ~ . 4- 11 l u ivc. 
forth mlanc . 

'ub crib d nd , ,rn t• h fur m th 1, 

n. Y G. E J tar!/ I 11 l' . 

' r • A.. 't,mc, of I ful , • L iu • duly 
and 1,a : 

/. 1. Whnt i y , of r iii •n •, nd lw Ion 
have ' 111 r i<lcd \'11 11 itlt t 

A. Am 27 y , t id in ft. Pl •n 11t 1 nd lum r 
id J h r, ov r 

1. 2. What i ur b u 1111 ho, l"n , h v 011 1, n a 
og : d l 



orpniutionot tb ir 



I think gold was paid when demanded ; after tho funds of the 
Treasury were exhausted currency was paid on Ilospital checks. 
This currency was par in this city, and in Burlington. No distinc
tion was made in regard to kind. ot' currency paid between checks 
discounted and checks paid at their face. 

I. Did said Firm ever discount eaid checks wheu you had rea-
1on to belie,re there was money in the State Treasury, or soon 
would be, to pay aid checks 1 

.A. I nev.er knew when there was money in the Treasury of 
the State. I do not believe they ever did so discount. 

l Have yon ever paid out Keokuk, W apcllo, or other Oit;, 
Scrip. 

I • 

.A. I can not now recollect. We J1ave handled some of W ap
ello and Keokuk Scrip-but never have paid out currency that 
was not par in this city and Burlington. I will say )u:re, my rea
son for making a difference in discounting checks at a different 
rate, gomo as low as 2½ J er cent and somo at lo per cent, were 
these: One person would perhaps present a check for discount, dated • 
Oct. '57, and another would present one dated say March '58; the 
first man would get his discounted at 2½, and the one holding the 
March check would have to pay perhaps ten per cent. because the 
oldest checks were paid fir t wben the State Treasury W!ll\ in fnnd11 
for that purpose; and it I could afford to buy March 1858 checkt! 
at 10 per cent. discount, I could equally afford to buy the ones da-

• ted October first nt; n much less ra' e of discount; knowing they 
(the oldest checks,) would be paid much sooner. 

GEO. A. STONE, 
OASlllER, A. & w. A. SAUNDERS. 

EX H'I ll IT D. 

6TATEHli:NT OF MONIES UECEIVED FOR CREDIT TO TREASUREJt LV· 
NATIO ASYLUM. 

1855. 
October 30. By balance being amount received from C. S. Clurke, 

former Treasurer . . . . . . . . . ... . .. . ....... . .... . 
ovember 26. Commissione.rs order No. 4 . . . . .. . 

do do do do do 5 . . . .. . . 
1856. 
April 2!-2. do do do & •••.• . • 

21 09 
2,075 00 
5,000 0() 

10,000 00 
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August 18. Ootnanissionera order No. , ....... 10,000 00 Augn t 18. do do do 8 . ... . .. 5,ooU bO do do do do do 9 ....... 5,000 00 do do do dt> db 10: ...... 
1857. 2,000 00 

lanuary 9. do do do 11 ..... . . 6,166 54 do do do do do 19 ..... . . 10,000 00 do do do do do 10 ... . ... 10,000 00 do do do do do 14 ....... 10,000 00 do do do do do 15 ....... 10,000 00 do do do do do 16 . .... . . 10,000 00 April 23. do do do 17 ....... 4-0,000 00 August 1. do do do 18 . .... . . 4,171 88 1858. 
March 30. do do do 19 ....... 9,000 00 do do do do do 20 ....... 2,614 10 do do do do do 21 ....... t99 80 

Les 2 warrants on hn.nd at this dato and unpaid. 
ll5i,i48. a. 

(These two were pa1d4 al'ld are credited J nne 8 
1858, and nnmbetod 7 ~ und 74:80, vide account 
current at that date.) 2 warrants @ 5,000 each, 10,000 00 

.M 10 B . ftt2,248 31 
ay • Y cash received from Saline Fund, (by Ex.) 1 292 4o 

June S. By cas~ on warrant 7478,(by Ex,) .. 5,000 00 ' 
And mterest on same. . . . . . . . . . 531 90 5 53~ 90 

By cash on warrant No. 74:80, ...•. 5,000 oo ' 
· Interest on same. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 482 58 3,482 M 

Ang. 2. By Treasurer Henry Oounty. . . . . . . . . . . . . • 8,000 oo 
.:\.ug. 4. .By Treasurer Des Moines County 8,000 00 

By cash on warrant Nq. 710, (by E~:)i'155i. 'TO 
Interest on same. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24: 49 1,576 19 

lly cash by Ex. on Warrant No. 712 .. 6,580 33 
Interest on same............... 103 78 6,684- 11 ?;;9~9. Oasb paid on warrant o. 194, Doc. Olarke 6,000 00 

Jan. 4. By cash by Express warrant .No 154:7 4,463 39 
Feb. 17. do do ' do do i7~0 . . . . . 2,437 OfJ 
Feb. 28. By cash, bal. w'ntno. 1194, (by Ex.) 6,559. ~5 

. Interest on same.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 206 96 6,766 41 
Apnl 8. By ca11h on warrant 872, (by Ex.).12,960 14 

. Interest on same. . ..•.... , . 720 00 13,680 14 
April 21. By cash by Ex. for Jan. & Feb. estiH1ates, 3,250 00 
.Mny 7. By ensh warrant No. 711, (by Ex.) 5,045 22 

do do do 1157, do 7,117 58 
do do do 1285, do 9,005 86 
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Interest on above ............ 1,065 81 
Jane 99. By cash, warrant No. 1367,{by Ex.) 6,195 65 

Interest on same . . . . . . . . . . . 293 23 
Aug. 5. 'By cash, war..-ant No. 2056, (by Ex.) 3,253 97 

Interest on same...... . . . . . . . 32 55 
By cash by Express, warrant 2146 ........ . 
By interest received on warrants entered on 
, acc't current. May 8, 1858 .... .. . . . . ... . 

THE STATE OF lOW A, f ss. 
llENRY COUNTY, 

22,234 4'1 

6,488 88 

3,286 oi 
1,256 27 

6,545 31 

$245,229 90 

Be it known by all whom the same doth or may concern : 

That I, Le Roy G. fahner, a Notary Public, in and tor the said 
County of Henry and State ot Iowa, duly appointed, commissioned 
and swe1rn, and dwelling in the town of Mt. Pleasant, in said Conn
ty, do hereby certify that tho following named persons to wit: A. 
R. H. Allen, Charles Kellogg, Jesse Smith, Wm. H. Taylor, J. M. 
Dawson, John Syp, A. B. Porter, S. M. Bailey, R. S. Scott, John 
S. Bartroff, Peter Melcher, Eugene Winslow, Henry Winslo\v, 
Dominique Dombun, Abraham Fletcher, E. L. Penn, M. L. Ed 
wards, E. Beers, Geo. A. Stone, John Eshelman, Wm. R. Bill, 
John Smith, James B. Shaw, E. S. Hill, James Kelley, Edward 
Johnstone, Ralph P. Lowe, Charles S. Clarke, and Charles Hen
dree, who were respectively brought betore the Legislative Com
mittee, appointed to investigate the affairs of the Insane Asylum 
at said Mt. Pleasant, during their organized se~sion in said town, 
commencing on Monday the 27th of February, and ending Satur
day the 3d ot March, A. D., 1860, as witnesses, and whose names 
were r~spectively sub~cribed to their depositions taken before said 
Oommittee, were by me first duly sworn to tell tbetrnth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth of the matters and things then un
der investigation by said Committee ; and being so sworn their 
evideur.e respectively was reduced to writiug by said Oornmittee, 
and after bearing the same. read was subscribed by each witness 

re•par~i IN TESTIMONY WnEREOF, I have hereto sub
scribed my name, and aitixed my Notarial Seal 
of office th,s 3d day of March, A. D., L.60. 

LE ROY G. PALMER, .Notary .Public. 

REPORT 

OF 

JOIN'I' COMMITTEE, 

APPOINTED BY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

OF THE 

EIGHTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OP' T.811: 

STATE OF IO-WA; 

"TO VISIT THE IOWA PENITENTURY AND REPORT UPON TllE 001'

DITION 01!' TBA'r INSTITUTION," AS IN A.000.RDANOE WITH 

JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SRNATB AND BOUSB 

01' REPRESENTATIVES, DATED BKN.ATB 

OU:AMBER1 DBB KOINES, ll'BB· 

BUA.RY 21ST, 1860. 

D:IS .MOINES, IOWA : 

.1011?1 TEESDALE ..... STATE PRINTll'L 

1860. 


