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Our thoughts go out to the many Iowans impacted by
flooding and storm damage

Need help?
When a Governor's Disaster Proclamation is made in an Iowa County, the Iowa Individual
Assistance Grant Program can be activated at the request of local officials to help those
Iowans adversely affected. The IA Grant Program provides grants up to $5,000 for
household incomes up to 200 percent of the Federal poverty level. Claims must be
submitted within 45 days of the proclamation.

To file a claim and learn more, visit: https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/470-4448.pdf.

Applications can be turned into your local Community Action Agency. To find yours,
visit: http://iowacommunityaction.org/.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, August 18th!

http://dhs.iowa.gov/disaster-assistance-programs?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


The Iowa Women's Hall of Fame induction
ceremony will be held on Saturday, August 18,
2018, at 9:30 a.m. at the State Historical
Building, 600 E. Locust St., Des Moines, Iowa. 

The Iowa Commission on the Status of Women
will honor the following women: 

Dr. Dianne Bystrom (Ames)

Ruth Harkin (Cumming)

Dr. Jean Jew (Iowa City)

Dr. Peggy Whitson (Houston, TX; originally from Beaconsfield, IA)

Janice Edmunds-Wells (Des Moines) - receiving the Cristine Wilson Medal for
Equality and Justice

The Friends of the Iowa Commission on the Status of Women will host a reception
immediately following the ceremony. Both are free and open to the public.

For more information, contact Kristen Corey at kristen.corey@iowa.gov or 515-281-4470.

Announcements
Celebrating the life and service of Ellen Failor

Today, we celebrate the life of Ellen Failor, who served as administrative assistant for the
Iowa Commission on the Status of Women for 17 years. Ellen passed away in her home in
Marshalltown in June 2018. Her legacy is a remarkable record of service to others -
serving several years with Vocational Rehabilitation and 17 with the ICSW, plus playing a
vital role in many volunteer  programs.  DHR staff and the Iowa Commission on the Status
of Women are saddened, and share a deep sense of loss. We all celebrate her memory.

Former co-workers of Ellen share their thoughts on the joys of working with and knowing
Ellen:

"Bringing her delightful dry wit to her work, she was able to make her case for equity
relative to the critical issues addressed by the ICSW. The women - and men - of Iowa are
indebted to Ellen Failor, whose advocacy for equality and justice indeed made this world a
better place."

- Charlotte Nelson, long-time Executive Director of the Iowa Commission on the
Status of Women

"Ellen was a reliable, hard-worker who had a thorough understanding of the issues Iowa
women were facing and put her heart and soul into making a difference. That being said,
those were not the things that made her unique. My two favorite things about Ellen were
her no nonsense, tell it like it is, way of communicating that occasionally knocked you
back a step and the fact that when she gave you a hug, you KNEW you were getting a
hug. She didn't do anything halfway!" 

- Kathy Nesteby, Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning, Iowa
Department of Human Rights

https://humanrights.iowa.gov/cas/icsw/events-recognition/iowa-womens-hall-fame?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://maps.google.com/?entry=gmail&q=600+E.+Locust+St.%2C+Des+Moines%2C+Iowa&source=g&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.friendsoficsw.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


"Ellen was a generous woman, with her time, wisdom, and resources. She was a
remarkable person whom will be missed."

- Lori SchraderBachar, formerly of the Iowa Commission on the Status of Women

"While we kidded each other about our differing political philosophies, we were able to
maintain a mutual respect for each other that is not often seen today. Iowa not only lost an
extraordinary public servant, they lost one of its fiercest protectors of women’s rights. Her
Christmas letters will be missed, and she, even more so."

- John Burnquist, Division of Community Action Agencies, Iowa Department of
Human Rights

Women Aware (Sioux City) Hiring for
Executive Director

Women Aware, a non-profit organization based out of Sioux City, is seeking to hire an
Executive Director. The ideal candidate will provide leadership, overall administration,
strategic planning, financial management, fundraising development and community
outreach for an organization that is mission driven and values based. A Bachelor’s degree
in Business Administration or related field; or equivalent work experience is required. You
must possess 5 years management experience within a non-profit or business
management role and it is vital to have experience in fundraising, budgeting and financial
management.

The Executive Director will have access to the following benefits:

A 4-day work week (which may eventually turn into more)

Parking

Vacation, Holiday pay and Sick leave

To see a full job description, go to http://www.womenawarescia.org/ and go to the “More”
tab. Application deadline is July 15, 2018. Please send a resume and cover letter via mail
to Women Aware, Attn: Katie, 505 5th Street, Suite 422, Sioux City, IA 51101 or via e-mail
to womenaware@siouxlan.net.

Iowa Women's Foundation: Child Care Solutions
Fund Now Accepting Letters of Interest

The Iowa Women’s Foundation has established the Child
Care Solutions fund to enhance its investments in
organizations and institutions that are focused on those
strategies that will increase women’s economic security by
decreasing the workforce gap through access to quality,
affordable child care. The process operates on a different
timeline and structure than IWF’s Core Grants Program.

Various stakeholders, partners, and experts in child care in and around Iowa will make
decisions regarding awards.  

Letters of Interest (LOI) will be accepted from June 15, 2018 – August 1,
2018. Click here for instructions.

Questions? Contact grants@iawf.org.

http://womenawarescia.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.womenawarescia.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://iawf.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://iawf.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/RFP-for-LOI-1-1.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


"Count the Kicks" program is seeking participants
Nationally, 1 out of 167 pregnancies end
in stillbirth. Women of color are at higher
risk for stillbirth. Black women, for
example, experience stillbirth at a rate of
1:94 pregnancies. Count the Kicks is
committed to preventing stillbirth and
eliminating racial disparities. 

Count the Kicks is seeking pregnant
African American, Asian, and Hispanic
women to participate in a video encouraging women of color to track fetal movement in
their third trimester and to contact their provider if they have a concern about their baby’s
well-being. 

Count the Kicks is an evidence-based stillbirth prevention public health program of the
nonprofit Healthy Birth Day, Inc. Since its inception in 2013, Iowa’s stillbirth rate has
decreased 26% and went from the 33rd worst to the 3rd best stillbirth rate in the country. 

Learn more at www.CountTheKicks.org

To inquire about participating in the video, contact Lina Reinders
at Reinders.Lina@HealthyBirthDay.org or 515-608-9643.

Crossroads of Iowa to host 2nd 
Annual Women's Walk on July 21st

Crossroads of Iowa is hosting their Second Annual Women's Walk on Saturday, July 21st,
at Gray's Lake in Des Moines. Check-in begins 8:00am, the Walk starts
at 8:30am. Children (10 and under are free) and dogs are invited to participate in the
Walk.    

Registration can be made through www.crossroadsofiowa.org or mail $30 to Crossroads
of Iowa, 8350 Hickman Road, Suite 2, Clive, 50325. Crossroads works to reduce
recidivism in the Polk County Jail and proceeds will be utilized to begin a special program,
The Three Principals, for this purpose. 

For questions, please contact ruth.crossroads@gmail.com or 515-633-7968.

Women's Suffrage Primary Source Set is now
available through the State Historical Society of Iowa
To align with Iowa's updated social studies standards and
to provide resources for educators, the State Historical
Society of Iowa has developed a number of Primary
Source Sets about state, national and international
history, along with handy tips for integrating those
resources into the classroom. One of these is a primary
source set on Women's Suffrage, along with others

https://www.countthekicks.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.countthekicks.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:Reinders.Lina@HealthyBirthDay.org
http://www.crossroadsofiowa.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:ruth.crossroads@gmail.com
https://iowacore.gov/iowa-core/subject/social-studies?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/womens-suffrage?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


on School Desegregation, Immigration, Civil Rights, and
much more.

If interested in learning more about these primary source
sets for educators, please contact: Jennifer Cooley at
jennifer.cooley@iowa.gov. 

Iowa Restaurant Association to offer free training on
preventing harassment

The Iowa Restaurant Association, which represents more than 10,000 eateries and other
hospitality-related workplaces, reported recently it plans to offer this summer online
training for preventing harassment for free to any interested Iowa outlet. To learn more,
visit: https://restaurantiowa.com/harassment-trainings/.

Nominate someone for the 
Lifelong Learner Hall of Fame

The Wallace Winkie Foundation is now accepting nominations for the Iowa Lifelong
Learner Hall of Fame through August 24, 2018. The Iowa Lifelong Learner Hall of Fame
was established to recognize those who have impacted lifelong learning by example,
trailblazing, and giving back.

To find nomination forms and for more information, visit:
https://www.parkitvirtualmuseum.com/lifelong-learner-hall-of-fame1.html.

In the News: Women and girls in Iowa, the nation &
the world

CNNMoney: The power of more than one woman on a board

CNN: They felt ostracized as LGBTQ skateboarders. So they did something about
it.

Des Moines Register: Iowa child care is more expensive than housing for many
Iowa families

The Gazette: Should Iowa businesses offer more child care?

The Gazette: Photo project aims to increase visibility of LGBTQ women in Iowa City

Governing: The state abortion laws that could challenge Roe v. Wade

Iowa Corrections/YouTube: Iowa Statewide forum on public safety - needs of
victims and restorative justice (streamed event)

https://www.iowaculture.gov/history/education/educator-resources/primary-source-sets/school-desegregation?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Iowa Public Radio: Majority of Iowa Supreme Court Applicants are Women

Iowa Public Radio: In the spirit of Louise Noun

Iowa Public Radio: Teaching parents of kids with disabilities to fight back

KCCI: Mandatory waiting period for abortions rejected by Iowa Supreme Court

KCRG: Women lead Iowa agriculture

NPR: Native American Tribes Want To Close Loopholes In Violence Against
Women Act

NPR: States aim to halt sexual abuse of people with intellectual disabilities

NPR: In Mexico's elections, women are running in unprecedented numbers

NPR: Saving moms' lives during childbirth just got easier

New York Times: More Women Than Men: State Legislatures Could Shift for the
First Time

New York Times: After #MeToo, the ripple effect

New York Times: Protests Across U.S. Call for End to Migrant Family Separations

New York Times: Listen to "The Daily": The rampant problem of pregnancy
discrimination

The Washington Post: Reports show bias against women in public safety agencies;
men oblivious

WHOTV: All girls construction camp breaks down stereotypical career paths

Upcoming Events/Seminars/Conferences
July 6: Young Women's Resource Center Women and Art Exhibit in Des Moines

July 7-28: Jewels Academy to host Summer Y.E.S. (Young Emerging Scientists)
camp for girls in grades 4-9

July 9: FemCity Des Moines: Create a Powerful First Impression at the Iowa Tap
Room in Des Moines

July 9: FemCity Ames Collective July Workshop at the Ames Public Library

July 19: National Association of Women Business Owners - Iowa Year End and
New Year Kick-Off Party in West Des Moines

July 20: Iowa Women in Architecture (Iowa City/Cedar Rapids): July breakfast
social in Swisher, Iowa

July 21: Crossroads of Iowa's 2nd Annual Women's Walk in Des Moines

July 21: Iowa DNR's Becoming an Outdoors Woman: Beyond BOW Overland
Camping at Palisades-Kepler State Park in Mt. Vernon

July 24: Women's Leadership Network hosts "Persuasive Communication with Lisa
Oakes" in Dubuque

July 27: Iowa Women in Architecture (Des Moines): July breakfast social in West
Des Moines

August 18: Iowa Women's Hall of Fame ceremony in Des Moines
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August 24-26: Iowa DNR's Becoming an Outdoors Woman: Women, Wine and
Water in Shelby County

August 25: Iowa DNR's Becoming an Outdoors Women: Intermediate Kayaking
Workshop in Webster City

August 26: Women's Equality Day

October 16: Iowa Women Lead Change Dubuque conference

November 1-2: The Way Up Conference in Coralville

November 2-3: 2018 Women, Food and Agriculture Network annual conference in
Des Moines

November 6-7: Iowa Women Lead Change Central Iowa conference

November 16: Second annual Women for Water Gathering in Des Moines

Note: If you have an event taking place for women in Iowa that you would like to see
added, please send it to women@iowa.gov.

Find us on Facebook and Twitter!

Kristen Corey | Program Planner
Office on the Status of Women | Iowa Department of Human Rights
Lucas State Office Building 321 E 12th Street | Des Moines, IA 50319
women@iowa.gov
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