
one ,vhicb is heartily endor ed by tho ·e who bear the burden of 

taxation. 

Tho titl, to the lands out id of the College farm is ta.ken in the 
namo of the Stnto ot Iowa, for the use of the Agricultnral College. 
'\Vo recommend the sale ot this land at tl'l early a day as practica
ble to :a stst in the impro\·erooot of tho ollcge Farm, and the 
pa' 8 ,.c of a Jaw anthorizino- the G,:wernor and Regi ter of the 
'tato Land Office to grunt deeds to parties purchasing any of the 

htnclR wbich arc or may 1Je donated to the lown Slate Agricultnral 
OollPgc 1rnd J<'11rm, upon certificates of purclrnso signed by the 
Pn•. i<.Jcnt nf tho ln titution, and count ri;igned by tho cc.-retary 

thereof. 
·w(', l'P~pcctfnlly U I, the pa;;SHf!Cl of an a.ct lcg, lizing the i 8Ut• of 

the bonds of Story county. 
Th net of in~orporntion requires that vacnncies in the Board of 

Trustce11, cnuse<l by the expiration of terms ot service be filled. by 
the fA,gislature. There nra five that will occur on the second 
Mon<lny of J auuai·y next ; it will therefore, be necessary to elect 
fj\'C nt the present sessi m, who sbnll hold otiice for fo111· years 
from thnt time. Tho judicial districts in which these vncrmcies 
will ocrnr arc the •Hl1, now filled by G. \V. F. Shel"llian of C l1cro
h~o county ;-tbc 7tlt, now tillerl by Sucl Foster, of :i'.:.foscatine 
connty;-the th, now filled by J. W . Henderson, of Linn coun
ty ;-the 9th, now filled by Poter Melendy, of Black-h awk county, 
nod the 11th, now filleJ by E . G. Day, of Story county . 

All of wl1id1 iR icspectfully submitted, etc. 

WM. DUANE WI LSON, 
M. W. ROBINSO , 
SAMUEL J. K IRK WOOD. 

SPEECH 

OF 

HON. TIIOS. W. CLAGGET 

OF LEE COUNTY, 

r 

, 
j 

Oelin rcd t1 the Jiom;e of Repre11ontn.Uves of Iowa, in Commltten or the Whole, on. 1 

lddreaa or Gov. Samuel J, Kirkwood, FebroorJ 9th, l 60, 

-._.:..---· ---·-

DES ·MOINES: 
l'RlNTED AT TllE IOWA STATE JOlJ'.RNJ.LOFFlO:E!. 

lKO, 



RE IARltS OF l\IR. CLAGGETT. 

The Committee bo.viog under consid
ration tho followin resolutiun, offor ·d 

by Mr. Goodrcll, of p,,Jk-

llnoTonl, Th~t tlmb :por1io11 of the IMuguro.l 
..-hicb r~lales to John Tlrown and 11 rp r's li'crry 
be referred to the Committe on FoJ ral Rela.. 
tions, with hlatr"otions to Tllporl n eorio1 of joint 
resolutions oxpr h'o or tho ecuLl01ent therein 
<iont.ained-

Mr. 0LAOOET1', of Lee, arose and said : • 

Mn.. 011,1.mMAN' :-Entertaiuing in my 
own mind the sentiments nnd views 
wbich I do, against UJe Ino.ngural of th ,, 
Govt Tn• r, as far as my health will per
mit-lawing, Ml yo11 know, i,r, of lo.tc, 
be:m i.bl,1 to attend to my duties i,, this 
House only l1<1lrtbo dl\y-I hope to give 
expression to my sentiments against Lho 
dissemination 01 Lhis documcflt, espe• 
cially since the nmrderous incursion 
or John Brown into \ ir~iuia. I deem 
it a. most unfortunate dol!nrucnt o.t thio 
timei, which might have been 'taken es 0.11 

expression of our opinions, if not 01 tho 
entimcnts of 1,he people of L,wo., ff no 

dissent or protest was ru::.ae against it. 
And had I stood quietly by, and not 
])rotested ogniust it, though I did 
feel perfectly indignant, I should have 
beeu delinquent in duty to the people I 
represent on this floor. It becomes me, 
therefore, to take my etacd here. Ac
cordingly, I hall take an extended rc
'fiew of the slluject, 1as have other gen
tlemen. I shall not engage in personal 
controversies with e.ny gentleman. But, 
Sir, some of the gentlemen on tbiir floor 
took occasion to make a personal atta~k 
upon me, a few da1s since, to wh'ich it 

ho.s been oat or my power to reply, h 
iug been confined to my room much 
tho time for tho last few d1,y1i by illne 
Tho gentlemnn from Ilumilton (Mr. 1 
ecncron11) ruado i11vidio11s a1h1 ions to 
having been born inn lave Stale. h 
ns 110 hn ince rnndc mo nu apology 1 
shnU lel it poss without comrncut. 
gentleman from nu Buron (l\lr. 0 
well) hns ngn.in ma.do a. Jlerdo1u1.l all 
on mo, <larina- the dcbn.Le 011 tl,is qu 
lion. He intimated Umt I ltad bceif 1 

Know othing. Sir, I 11over wa. 
Know Nothing; I never hn.d o.ny SJ 

po.thy for tho political pri11ciplco1 or t 
party ; 1 never voted o. Kn 
Nothing ticket. It is true, os I Ii 
fro1uonlly st1\ted, I was once in a J'" n ' 

othiug meeting. Ilnt I was iuduJ 
to go into thll.1. meeting from ll. mis1 
dcrstandiug of their political pr,nciplt 
m1derst11nding them, I novor i'ad o .. 
thing to do with thnt pnt ly. .And t . 
tho gentlcmo.n from nn Buren k 
when ho made his speech. 1'he 11pe 
of mine to which he olludcrl was m 1 

in opposition to the Know Nothing j 
tyj when he rr.a.de allusion to it I 
sitting near him, ond ar,osc for the 
pose of ma.king an explanation. 
refused to give way for that p11rpo1 
his courae satisfies me that be i11ttn t 
to misr,epre,e,it me. 

I sholl not n•,w take tho time or 
Ilouso in replying to the pereo1.nl 
marks of that gentleman. I hn,e le 
ed that sometimes It Is better on! 
kick a dirty thing out of tho way 
pass a.long. I have learned that a 
cannot skin a •~unk wilhont catching 1 



•• 
.nt or it. IT< oro I leave the mem_bcr 
Hn Von Buren, 1Vi1hout ~nrthcr notH·e. 
l Ir. Chairmon, in one new oflhe ub
lL before u11, let me soy 1hnt th~ Con
t-SR of tl,e United tole was created 
lier the Con 1ilulion for ccrto\11 ex
e., eel po rpou:11, o I d its . powcirb ~ re 
fined 1l1cn•in . 'lhe tl11rd £:ect,on 

nrtide fifth of the ConAI itution 
ni'oi1111 tlie following rrovision: -
l'he ongress ~hull horn power to dis
so or ,nrul moke oil flcedful rules ond 
.ru la.I ions ref-peel inft t be territory ~ n d 
h!!r pri fl rty belonging to the Umtctl 
ates." 'fl,e Fedcrol Oo11ernme11t 11·0~ 

•n1ed for the 1mrp0Fe, _nrno1!g o~!Jer 
11~s, of repel! ng foreign _rnvas10n, 
prl'liEing domestic lusurrrct101rn, _nnd 
•uring to eoeh S1ote, o. Republ~con 
·m of go,•emment. 'J he Uepulihcon 
rty rely on the 0flb orticle of the (;011-

1 utio11 for l'O"'er to !nlcrrere, thron1:h 
mi:rre;.ff, wi!Jt llie 1mbJed_ of_ Sluvery Jn 

, 'l'cr1itorios Whnt, 1r, rn lhe son~e 
wlilch the word "1enilory" is to I.Jo 
dt l'hlood, in tlii11 provision of the Con
tution? I i.uy it means property. It 
•uninf.( is routro1Jc,cl by lhc wo1ds i111rnc-
1tl'ly following, wli'cb carry\\ ith them 
, t ruo iutt•r1 ,rctut ion ol ll1e 11rc,ceding 
1 d. " 'fhc Cot gn~il !ihall Jiove power 
di1,posc flf uud 111111,c oil n<'odful rules 
d rq:ul'111ions rcspc(•li111,l' the tnritory 
d 01l1cr prop, rty belonging to lhc 
,it ('d , '1 ultH, '1 'llH' n ordR, i\11en to ken 
't lh<·1·, ns clcurly CJiJ1rcss tlw lrno 
nnin,x or tllll frorncrs of lhnt i11~ttu-
11t, u~ If lht·y 11111! 6uic1, "'l'hc Con-

s i-hnll hove pon er to clispmm of oll 
rul oml pononnl 11ropcrty bclor,giug 

tho Uuitccl Slnli·:-i. 11 

l dcuy thnt it mrnns that the Con-
·~ 111111 JJOWU to k,gii;Jut" upon t.he 
(tiwl ;-i_qltis of I he citizens, or lo lt>g
te u pou the right, of privute property 
d tho deciiiion of the Supreme Court 
the United lutcl'I, in 1t1, cuse of Drcd 
11L t•Ji. "an ford, hns llrns settled the 
• tion. 'J'he lu1,·, ns .ti!tlcd in th:it 
"by th Snpr me Oonrt, i. tbnt Con
~ htit, 110 power to legisluU,, eithcrin 

Stutes or 'J'nritoric , 11pon ilJe Eull-
. of sl,nery; 1u d that Mi,grcss ron-
llelc~nte to th 'I etritorial Legi~ln

e II power wl ich 0111,rei; itself do<.>s 

not posEees. TI1 is is nil the Court. did 
ch·cicfo on this quesLion, and I defy tbe 
Repnb!ican party Io pro,,e the con trnry. 
The Constitution rurther declar('fl th1:1t nil 
powers not cielPgnted nre Fecured lo tho 
.tntc end to the people; ond rom 1h1s 
J claim 1l1e r;l?'f1t of the people in oil tho 
orgn n ized Terl'it orie to legii,,lnte on their 
domesl ic instil uti ons, slavery incl urled, 
provided they do noL violate the Co11sri
to Lion of the U1. ited Stntes. I Fny this 
power is not dcrired through Congr<!ss, 
citl1er directly or otherwise-it is lhe 
lJirlhriirht of eYery American citizen, to 
the monor Lorn. It is the right of self
irovern ment, the source from which our 
Uepublicfln institutions spring. J it 
·possibl'e, Sir; that J, on Amerirnn citizen, 
with the rip-ht of self-government while 
I remnin in the Sa.le of my birth, con be 
de prive<l of tl10.t right by guiug out of 
tho Stote nnd sct·iing in a Territory of 
the United S111t1:-s? At one moment, I 
om a citizen Jr the United St11tes, with 
the ri9lll :,J s,elfgovei·nm.mt, om! the ntxl, 
1 om ll. mere subject of the Central Oov
e:-::imc11t ot Wnshiuiton by entering 
•motlier porfioll'l of our eommon country. 
..l::1 r. tlten, n colonist ?-to be go\·erncd 
wi:lhonLrepre~ent111io11, onclcornpelled to 
obry and obide Ly tlie laws of Congrl"ss, 
in matters wholly relating to Illy uomcs
tic aff11fr~? If Congress hos the rl~ht 
to my what, kin cl or properly I Eiholl own, 
iL luis the 8amc right to sny whnt kind 
of food 1 8holl eul, when 1 shall lie 
married, ond by whom ruy children 1101) 
lie bnptised. 1t oppeors to me tlint our 
fntl,ers ,:!Rincd but little by throwing olr 
the Ilriti~h yok,r, if they nfterwnrols estnb
lished in the Central Government 11uc:b 
o. pow('r ns lhis over ouy portion of the 
Ame1i.co11 people. It is n tyrnnny, Sir, 
wor c by for than nny c.i1:<:rcLed by the 
British Government over the Ameficun 
Colonies. We claim this power of self
governme11t, indepcr1dcnt of Congre<~, 
or nny other enrllily government; it is 
in nn(e to the Americo.11 people. J t ne \'Cr 

}ms been Slll'rcndered to the ·otional 
Go,·ernment, and never cnn be surren
cicrcd, so long as our republican rorm flf 
~0\1emmcnt lusts. I bold, Sit·; the true 
theory of our Government to e, that 
eoch sep11mtely orgnuized political con1. 
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manity hM the in lienable ri"'ht to de
terrniue for it ·cir 1vlmt h II he nroperty 
within its 01vn territorial limit·, nd 
lrnving so determi, ed. U1ey h \·e the 
riJ,rht to remove with their property to 
11ny other 't,1te or Territory witl)in the 
Uuil d totes, anti there to c111Joy tho, 
same ri~hts and 11rivilege;, of that co111-
rn11nily i11to which they rcmO\ed. 'Iho 
citizen of SI \'e Sate ha· t'1 11me 
right to remove with his . la..-e pro per_ty, 
as thg citizen of o. Free St,ue, has \nth 
the property recognizi-<I under the lnws 
of his tale; yet wlum th1:y rlo so re
move, they oncl tbeir property ~re . nb
jcct to the low or the community rnto 
which thev remove. 'l'he OL1thei,ner hns 
the ri•• 1t· tu carry his Juve property lo 
o. Frec'°'State · yet, the moment he 'l,·ol, 
unlar(l,11 p•ils1 his propc1·ty within that 
State, it is subject to the State hiw, ond 
it ce11~es to be 11roperty o.ny longer. Ho 
bas the same right to remove with hi'! 
slani property into a Territory, and if 
there is no luw exist in~ in thee Territory 
prnhibitinir slo.vcry, hi rigln of Jll'Operty 
fo Ids slrLVl'll 1·einnin, until tli ,e 11coplc of 
snch Territory urternli11c, liy its c11N1 
inlwrent rights, thrcrn.irlt il. 'l\•rritul'iul 
Legi~luL11!'e, tu change tl1e nil11.tlun. Sir, 
the Cum;titution of the Unilctl States 
does not 1Q1ike or crc!l.lo prupt•rty i111 
anythin,,; it only rceo:,rniui;i u11d pro
te(;t, property, in thi11g-,; 11111)11 ~o IJJ th• 
locitl lu.w,; o'i LhP. sc,1,enil , 't,ttcs tt11 1I or
ganiied 'l\:irritoric , throug-h the sover
eignty of tht1 pcoplc-1t11d 1.l1c peoplo of 
tho 'l'orritodes, ns well ll!l or the Stal,,,, 
have t\ic right to dcslftJy property i 11 
slaves, 1LS well ns l!n liquors or veg'l·trt
Lle,;, whenever iliey bclie1•e the p11ulic 
good demands the exercise or s11rl1 IC!(i;;
lutive powers. Yet, in nil fi11ch ra,-cs, 
the owners must either he puicl the rnlue 
ot' the p,roperty destroyed, or they mnst 
hnve ti rea onablo Lime to rc111ovc llrn 
.snmo beyoncl the 'l'erritori11l lim:ts ofsnid 
Stu.le or Territory. Thi~ ple,i of the 
Republican pm·ty of the North, nucl the 
tire eaters of tlte South-who rquolly 
oppose the great ntional Democratic 
pai:Ly-tbut Congress has absolute power 
over the subject of Rlavery in the Terri
t01;es, and the people of the Territories 
1111.ve none, is the basest of tyr:rnnics. 

1,•1a dilTerence , onlcl it make to t 
fleoplo of lhc Terri1orics, whether lh 
li\""c nnder lhe tyr.urny of h•l)rge I 
Third, or untl r the tyrnnny of a \:11!1 
Gonirnment al WI hiugton f Our fat 
er' fou~ht to hre k down the pow r 
the Briti,;h Go\·ernment, tor lrnt 111 
purpo. e, if they c·tnhli:h ,d, by tin, 
stitution of tho nitcd tnt ~, n po11 
iu Con~re·s ovrr I.Ill}' porli,m of t 
A 111erict111 p oplc who, hould .:ettle in I 
'l\.•rritorie· oflhe United lfLIPlil, n wo, 
species of t ·ra1111y ti.inn ony of t 
.A mcricau Colonies sulf,ireiJ from t ' 
llritish Go\·crn meu t. 

ir, look nt it in unoll1c1· light. WI~ 
riA"ht httve the ltepuhlic1llls of Ionri~ i I, 
i:entJ Colonel Curtis to Cnngrcs. t.o r1.1: 
resent the people <lf rn.nsris or u.uy otl. 
Tl•1-ritory, liut tho.L of the S ate of low, 
" ho c , cntimcnts doc he reflre eu t? 
tho sentimeuls of the rrnoplc of' !own ' 
of Kansns? Our \'icwH of sluvery 11 
be very dilfereut from their~. We 111 

not w11111. sln.very-hnt hn ve we u11y riµ 
111 11ny to others, tht-y shall not h11vo 1 

Suppo~e, Sir, o. mnJority In Cong-rcss 1,1 

colllposccl of 111e11 IYho IJt'licvcd l1n·1 
to he a blc:si11g, nnd tl10 pcop.lo or • 
TcrriLory Rhoulti helicvo iL lo lieu. cur 1 

und yc•t Cungr<'Sli ~honld t•11ncL u. I 
cst1Lhli8)1i11g 1111d proL1•c1i11gsl11vcry I.hi'!, 
.1g,ii11,,t llie 11ill aud 11 ish1•s of' Ll11• pcol'~ I 
suppo~c lhnt majority i;hould s11y, " 
kuvw wlmt is IJL•st fnr you, nncl yo11 Hh 
li,11•c Fl,nery wlil'llicr you flesit· • it 
not"--w,rnld ,it 11ot he un ou1r1Lg-e 
lhut Jl('O~ile 7 Yt.!l., Lhuy \\'1111ld han 
satrtl• ri-.rllt. tu e~tu.1,li •hit,uR the 1 '11rlh t 
L11ru1JJJ:h it!:l rcp1·cr.c11111tiv1•. to proltil 
ir 11 111,,jori y should dPsirc iL. ~outhl 
llll'II /lre citizens of the U11itcd 't1110 1 

we-II u~ wu, nud ns such have the ,m1 • 
rights 1111d privileges, in every portio( '1 
tills counlt'y. 

Yet, 1herc i!'l another ,·iewof this r. 1 
j1ct, \\lrich I con only touch upou lie, 
I lune no time I'> 11rg110 IL iu full. 
oclmit lhot Cong-re Im power, i11 1 

of the ~cUlc11rn11t of' 1110 'fcrritorit:s 
exteud its laws o\·er it, tempomril!J, 
til tho ptiople ean orgunizo a11d c 
their owu 'j erritoriwl LPgislo:ti.rc, 
throngh Buch Legislatare tuuke 11 

lo.ws us th,·y nrny choose lo 1111,0 un 

.. 



,1 inconsiF.l('nt with the Constitution of 
<· United State•. Yet this is 11. power or 
, c: • il\', ,iot a ,1ower conrerred by lho 
n titutiou of tl,e United ._ late It 

nP.c nury to protect lif~,. liberty and 
op •rly during tho trnns1t1on slnt,e of 
e 11coplc, nnd hcfore they ho._v~ b('como 
gnniz d into n. 11cpnrnte pollt1cul CiJDl• 

111ity. .Anrl It bciug IL power of neces
y, it ought not. to I,~ exerci ed looger 
m lbo 1ierPs11ity exist , ond only for 

ll purpose which tho ncces it_v _requires. 
J il! a tyrannical power, and berng sur::h, 
11 never 1,e tolerated longer than ab-
1uli"IV ,u,cellsm·y among o. free people. 
IJl[>ORe, Sir, thut tho orposition party 
I tho Democrncy, orth nnd South, 
oultl get a 1unjority in Oongress-sup
so, I so.y, you Ropoblicons should g,et. 
o power, lllld shonld demand the pass-

I e or a law Ly Congre ·s prohibitiag 
tvcry in all the Territories of the Un
·1 ;, and tho Soutbcrn lire caters-who 
poso the real llemocrucy, like your
ves-should demand thot Congrc s 

0111<1 c1,o.ct n 61nvo code to protect 
1vcry in 1ho 'J'crrilorics. ou lioUt 
111tc11fl thoL Oo11grN,!I hu11 power upon 

subject, n111l ought lo exercise iL
cro ·would oriso wl111t I coDceive to ho 

fruprcssible c1J11jlict, a clcod lock. 
, h11t, them, is to IJu tho consequouce J 
rrn, hnviug ll, m11jority from llic North, 
llllll poss o. lnw prolJihilitig slavery, 
.or tho hco.de of you1· SouLh.'rn nllics, 
d in opposition 10 tho true Dmnocrncy 
tho <"OUntry. r1'hon tl~o South would 

thllrMv from tho ongrells, and the 
·lion perho.ps bo tll solved. 
'l'nkc onother view of lhi subject,, 

L t the citizen or the .. /orth ond 
uth go iuto tho 'l'erritories, eoch tak

't with them lho propc1-ty recognized 
dcr the lnws of tho different States 
,m which !hoy rcmore<l i ond let the 
In t votes of tho whole people decide 

themselves whnt ort of domestic io
tulion lhl.'y will hnrc. lirnute and 
oductions will soon settle the question 
to what kind of Jnbor will be bc't for 
, people. 
'ir, I hope Hcpuulicnns do not wish 
olltuin power iu the N,utlo1rnl Govem
nt solely to run tl>cir arm into tbe 
,lion11l 'l'l'cnsury. 'rJ10 whole ba is of 
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l1cir party orrroniz.otion, is tiie ri.;ht 
nod duly of Congress to legislnte O\•er 
thc person~ and property of the ci l1zen 
in lbc 'l'erritorie . This vower they cnn 
not exerci:;e, eren if lhey have r>outrol 
of the Nntio11nl Governmr.nf, as will be 
more clcurly seen by reference to the 
dcci:ion of the Snpreme C<mrt or tho 
Un iled States, in the cnse of Dre<l colt. 
vs. Sanford. I rend from that decision: 

"'l'he powera ow•r [J('rftOnllJ RllJl :rropert}" of whfrh w1 
p,cak. n.rtJ ru,t oIJJ)' not ~IJ1 J to CouJ; rcse. 1,ct llrl.' la 

,. .p • t,•rm• il•nied, .,,ti tli•y r~ rorhldd1•n t'> e •·n:l,e 
1.br·m; nnd tllill prohfl>hion Is not ronflut-.d t..o tbe ~talc, 
but lhcword a.ri-- ~l•u;:onil, R.11<1 t.•xff·nd to tl.-e ~ )J.e,J tei
rlt'l•Y over v.hl• iJ !h• Cun•1tl11tkm ghM It po'l\et tu l•~
l-,ltl1.•1 tnc1u ,fni:,c Lho-io pmtuirlio1 or ;t. r('l.nuLJnl11g nudcJ· 
t, rrH<1rir1l µ;r,l"erm1u-,-t. us well f\. tba.t CO•t.-t•r1:-11 113: , rat . 
Jl l:s tl totul n.L •u~ of powe,· 1 ttnywbl'"re 1,dt1iin the d(). 
minion ,if tbci United ·t,ttt"', 1Lnl1 plac ~-11 thL· citizen~ of 
T,·i-ritnry, F-P fi r 11 lh -1ei ri1tlit tt-rt, concc1 JH-.1. on tllf' 
unu.- r,:,,o ring with tho dtin•J , r,,- the ~lttlc5.,, rt.1111 ~11Anl 
thi•1n u.a: flrnd awl pt&inl.r n(l'(IJnRt n.oy l•ro~~--·B which thf' 
OP1wmt Or)Vtl'fHll"rl'- u1,I t.:-ht 1HL1 1n11t Qmll•r fhe 1•l~a. o.f 
hnr11f,~ p wer.. AUii if (;ong1··e• llceJr ,-,.,mot ,lo 1ho•
j r ft i'!1 buyontl tha po.,;wer onofcrr&l on tho r I t.h~v
crntnrnt-n ,~ill l1~ a1lmlLtt>tl 1 1\C pret,iumr, t}ud it r-ouM 
not uutboriz,,o. TcrtiturlaJ Oove.r1~·nf to-e:t. ... ·rci~e th w.'' 

Ago.in, tbis Oourt so,y, io their opin
ion-

'' 'l"hnl lh powrr of Coni,:n-•• over fhA f'( r;<ono an,1 
vro;i.wrty ot cllir.cn"' can 121•v1 r lJ,, u. men Ui"'crotfnua.r1 
r.nwf•t' mu1-•r 011r 1,m .. tlLwtlon anJ form of t4ov,•rnm, ut. 
'rhe pO\Vl'l'~,o.f the ~m·crnnMnt, P.ni(.Llu· lighL-tant.l prh·i
ll'g,1 of tlw c.•itb,·fl'-1. uro nguhHod uutl J.>luh1ly 1h:f1u"'d 
1,, th• Cun1lltu1l011 ltarll"." 

The samo doctrine is held and cleclnr
od, in sulisto.nce, by Chancellor r cut, in 
itis commonlarl!.!'l, when wrilinA" on Bluve• 
ry in the Ullited tales, nod the powers 
of lhe General Government, under the 
Constitution . '!'bis lcurned nnthor soys : 

"Tim powor I~ Interfere (on tl1• 11arl of Coni;res•) with 
tb~ inti•rn d 41frulr11 t'lf o. 'l'ordtory or Urn Unl«-11 Btut,,11, h.1, 
not crn1f111 rt<tl by I lie ConHtituljuu but fH Oh A or nrct:-tirlitv 
autJt,u~htonly M bo1.•mploy,~,1 whllo rb 1ucet1ttHy t•:x l1' 
lo rrvtt.•cl the:J)(· •pie frun1 ma.rcliy tlurln; the.. tr;u>. !t!oJ 
i;tnh,t n.n 1i bt.1foL't! they lu.1:,e time to cna.c.L tbdr own l.a\\fl 
tv prote ·t thl'JLIN4..~hcli ,;, 

And hero, Sir, i my only objection to 
the Kan ns-Nebra ka bill; It does not 
go fnr enough. It is the right Rort cf 
legislation. and ie the right direction.
It should, in my opinion, I.Jave gone far
ther, aufl <lcclnred lhnt so soon ns the 
people of ll.rn Territories have elected 
their Territorial Legi laturcs, and other 
proper officers, nod made fow& for tl.Jcir 
O\Tll government, so far us the same re
lated to their o_,~n pe1-. oo · autl property, 
thou the prov1s1ons of the orgouic act 
should cen e to operate io said Tenito• 
ry. 'l'be people should be restored to 
their originnl rights of citizenship, and 

ot remain in colonial condition to the 
Oentr I Goverutnent, a our F t er· 
were o the Driti b Oo,cro.ment bolvre 
the Revolution. 

ir, Jet me tell yon, hen the Demo
er tic party, in their tional Conven
tion in l 56, declared in their Jlhifform 
that th people of tbc T rritorie,, like 
the tale , had be right to regulate 
tbeir o n a.Ji ir in their o n way, su~
ject alone to tbe Constitution of the 
United ta.tes, they enunciated a great 
principle, yet not a new one. It was 
recognized in the Revolution, n.nd so.
credly guarded by our Fathers in form, 
iog the Constitulicn of the United State . 
Mr. Buchanan wa.s nominated and elect
ed on that pJa.tform ; I voted for bim 
cheerfully; io doing so, I but n:miutain-
d a great principle of free government, 

against the olt.l l<'eclernl doctrine incor
porated into Lho Republican platform 
adopted by that party the same year, 
which is, that Congress has so,creigr1 
power over the Territories. I deny that 
o.bsolute aoverciguty cxi t in this gov-
rnmeot nnywhci·o but £11 t/10 peoplo, the 

great source of all power. They have 
oever pnrt.ed with this power of sc"lf
go vern meot, nod they cannot ho.ve it 
wrested from them, except by tho dcs
t.rnction of the fando.menlnl doctl'i,ne of 
oar Republic. 'l'ho Republic n party 
of the ortb, and the exremi1::ts of the 
South, both stand on the same platform ; 
they agree that Oongress can legislate on 
the subject of slnvory in tho Territories; 
nnd they disagree only a to tho mcwner 
bow Con•~ress sho:11 legi lo.to. The true 

1ationol Democratic party of the Union 
di ogree witn each tmd nl1 of them on 
this question. I do not any th t Mr. 
Buchnoan is dishonest; yet, Sir, be is 
mistaken, nod mi led by o. wrong inter
pretation of the decision of the Supremo 
Court, in tbe case of Dred Scott vs. 
Sanford. Some of the ablest lo.wyers in 
the country differ in their interpretations 
of tho.t declsi on. Reverdy Johnson, of 
.Maryland, one of the ablest lawyers in 
the Uuion, differs with Mr. Bochnnnn. 
Mr. Johnson wus one of tbe attorneys 
w)lo tried tbe case before the ,Supreme 
Court. He saicl, in his legal argument, 
published in the National lntelli9encer, 

that the qu tion whetl er ho peo 
ha~e tlbe right to legi tu.to on the tiubj 
or slo,very in tho Territories, by 'llit' 
or the it o 1n soverei u power, did 
e.ri.::e io th c c and consequ ntly 

ourt dill not decide it. llo is doci, 
in bi own opfoi,on thnt they can sol 
i. 1 te. This l. purely a legal qne t 
aud wbilo I admit th t Mr. Bncho.no. 
n.n l:\.ble to.te ·m n, I do not consider J 
11, very groo.t IMvyor. Sir, I believe 
Buchanan is mistak n lo M con tr 
tion of tlie deoi ion or the upr me 0( 
of the United tate . Ilonce tho cha ' 
in his opini,011s ns expressed in his le' 
or acceptaoco of the nomino.lion for l 
Pre ideucy oo tho principles or tl10 ( 
ciauati platform. In tbnt letter he 
tinctly announced thot he b lie-red t · 
tho pcorle of the 'l'orritories, like 
State , bnd the right to legislate on 
question of slavery, ns well ns 011 • 

other questions of domestic polio) 
Such, everybody, NorLh n.nd So ' 
know to uo the lroo iotent oud mca, 
of the Oinciann.ti plfltforin, nnd this 1 , 

straclioo was never disputed, until 
Buchanan's .Attorney Oenornl, (B11i► 
and a few extrom men of the So 
thought they discovered o. dilTorcnt c'' 
trinc in the decision of the Dred • 
case, but which in tmth never exia\ ' 
n.ud has nover been counlononcod bi. I: 
grco.t '"alionnl Democratic parLy or• 1 

Union. 
Sir, I intend to prove to this ,com 

teo, this nip;ht, that tile greo.t lender' 
tho Old n.tional Whig po.rty 1.1.l 
held o.nd ruo.intoloetl tho so.mo opi 
on this question or elo.v,cry which 
Democrncy of tho Union now mnlnf 
I love the principle11 of thnt Old ~ 
1,ol'ty; I belonged to it from my ca! 
youth, nod I apent my ourly m1111hoo 
its support. I will 11ot o.bnudoo iti 
tionnl pri11ciples on this qnrslion 
because I nm living in a F'reo State: 
surrounded lby Northern Abolitlot,, ·, 
Sir, tho great mass of my formQr pi 
cal friends have abandoned their fo, 
conscrva'.ism, and gone ovor to that ' 
ero.ble faction of Abolitiouisls1 ~ 
both the Whig and Dcmocrn.tio pa 
formerly dooounced as 0, (p.Mlical, , 
idea. party-yet they say they are, 



, 11ny, Sir, yon 01tl Whigs, now Re, 
llcart ·, lmve found n. new politico.I 

h from thnt of J. Q. Adnms ; you 
, any, 110 moro Slave 'tatcs, and you 
rnnd U111t Oongre s shnU prnhibit 
erl.. in this very territory of Louis, 
l, ( Knn n11 nnd cbrn kli.) Mr. Ad-

dc<•liirNI lhnt h wn11 bound by tho 
)d u.111! hi~ oath lo support the Cvn, 
,1tion or tho nitci:I Stntes; you, Sirs, 
e tiil,cn tho surno oath, nod 11re bound 
hr eume bond-but you seem to care 
,(or either, in yo,ur hot hnste to reach 

poll~ or public pluoder. Yon say 
grcs hii power to e elude ln,·ery 

1 nny mul ull the Territories of the 
tcd Htutes. How do you now stnna 

John Quincy Adams, your former 
•t lcndct· 7 He says it is in tho bonu ; 
._y, th·it th inhabitant of the Tcr, 
y of I,oui ·inn1i (which includes Kun-. 
nil uhtn kn.,) have tho right to 

• into the Union with their slaves 

8. 
anti their alnve Jaws, jast as the oTiginal 
Thirteen States came into tbe Union. 
Did not tho~e States come into the Un~ 
iou as Slave States ? It is written in ihe 
bond, anti you are bo0;od by your oath 
to abide by Lhe obliga.twn. I n1,peal to 
you Repnb,l'ico.ns on this floor to pa.uso in 
your mad career; you are violating the 
principles of tl1e F11.ther:1 of the Repub, 
Ile • yon are trespa si og on the Consti~ 
talion of your country; you wilt d~str?y 
the Uuion of these States; and with 1t 
destruction, the highest hopes of the 
great and good, not only of our 
own country, but of the worl~.
y oil say the South will not w~th
dro.w--yet I answer you, they will; 
they roust do so, to savo their l1011or and 
their liberty, if you persist, through your 
numerical strength, to deny tbero equn\ .. 
ity, and their just Oonstitotiono.l rights. 
Fivo 11oble Free States ho.ve been n1ude 
oat of territory volun tn.rily donatecl by 
tho State of Virginia to the National 
Government, and which Daniel Webster 
1mhl, in 1850, lmd brought over ei_ghty 
millions or dollars into the National 
Treasury. Let mo ask yo11, Sir , and 
tbo whole pcopl,e of 1he },ree tCLLe~, to 
do unto your Sonthern I.Jrethl'.'cn as you 
wonhl have U1em do 11.111tQ you. 

You say tho Sooth hus g-overned ll& 
from the fot1ndntion or the ltepu~lic.,-
'Tb'i is not so. But, ,Sir, 011 I remnrkod a. 
few dayi; iuce in a debate on thi que tion, 
if the South shall govern the country e.s 
she htts governed, in siich men as Wash
ington, Jcffe!'son, Madison, Monroe and 
J nckson, let her govern forev4,r. I care 
not to get hold of the pur'e strings of 
the na.tiou ; I care not for office-but I 
do care to.defend our free institutions, 
aad the Constitution of my country, 
which our Fathers gave to us, and which 
I dcsi1·0 to leave unimpaired to my cbHd, 
ren, when I am gone. And, Sit·,, I will 
defend them with my latest b::eo.tb.
[.Appfou e.J 

ir, let rue call your attention to your 
opposition to Javery. It bas al\,.aya 
existed : treat it as did ,vebster and 
.A.clam<i, and Ol 1y; treat it as the Fath-. 
ers did-let it bide its time. Sir, what 
arC:: you to do with the slaves if yon free 
them ? The value of the slave property 

9. 

in the United tote i e tim ted to be When the of nboli i n or tho al 
two lbou and millions of doll r . ir, traJo o.ro· io T'irgini \, • achusetl 
on the principle alone of dolln and o.od "outb arolinn. were the mo t trcn 
cent , can yon blot out of o. isteoce tho.t uous oppo ors. Th t propo ition ram 
amount of property without h nkraptiog from the South, bnt by your .i: orther 
the country? Sir, if the half of this hipping nurl tro.ffio in Negroell yo 

mount of property in th Free States mado your money, and put it into youi 
will! suddenly burnt up, what would be-. own pockets, and to your o,1vn u e. n 
come of this people ? It would bank- now, that. the outb i involved in thi 
rupt them all. What will you do with matter, well rony they 'O.Y t.o you, rotur 
Lot1islana, where five or six slaves exi t us our money, with intcre t, before yo' 
to one white? Sir, would not there be r qoiro of us to give up the propert 
an "irrepressible confii t" bet ecn t.be wo hold. 
races ?-would not one subject the ot!i.. Sir, to illu trate tbi matter- uppo 
er? Either the white would object the a mnn oU you o. hor , and you hnv 
black race to slavery again, or tl e bla.ck talirn car of it; the cloim is proforrell 
,subdue the while. Is oot tho egro o. tha.t the mother of the hor o was stoic 
.man ?-though the lowest order of tl1e ow, must you give np lho ho1-se, b 
lu:11nni1 race. Tihe Ear::ipcnn is tho snpo- cnuse the mnother of it, in tho hand c 
rlor of the Ne.,.ro ir1 every altrilmtc tbnt nnothor, wns stolen ? ( A.pplanse.) Wh 
assimilates m~n to his God. Will yon should po.y b ck tho purclrn o monoy , 
iurn the ignorant Negro loo e, wilh his -the mun who bough~ the bor. e, or th 
brutish unture, upon tlle whiLe women . mo.n who hnd tolon the dam? Suro) 
of ihe South ?-the blood-thirsty negro, not the mo.n who bou~ht tho hor e. 
to murder the white women o.nd children Bat, Sir, I mnst, coll your attention t 
of the South. Look at the hi tory of t. what hns brcu so.id hy much groo.ttr rno ' 
Domingo, where \\ omen nut.I chikll-eri thnn myi,;clr. I re d from U1e ~pccch 
were indiscriminately murtlere~ by bru- naniel \ eh Lor, tho 1mrno tbe g ntlrme 
hi egrocs. Arc you prepared to let (Mr. urley) reud from the o~hor uo.y, • 
them loose from th :ir bondnge, and to •'Sln.vi,ry '"' nxl•t• 1 1, 1,0 w,>rl<I r,,nn Umo tmnmn 
witness like scenes in the fo.irest portfon rl 1. Th,,r, '"'" •l1tver1 In""' t11rll0<t i,ero<I url,lotoa, , 

omong tl1l) urh nLi,1 nnlluu . 'J11wro ,~n• lnvl"rl n.111vn, 
of our Union? tllil ,lew : U11• Ll1o<ierl\tlo ""' ·rnrn••nl11fllioqu--11lh I••""' 

.Anoll1er thing, Sir. Yon say we ll'> lnjnortlon ILl{•lln,1 IL, At th, l11tr .. <111cllu11 of l!hrl 
lhnity Lim llonmn worlil \11,8 ruu O KhlVt•~, nniJ r 1111111,u 

don't want them bore; keep the e, (h8'9 I b> he fo111HI ,.,, f11J11no11<1n l\p;nl110L th11L r •llLLio 
I Bl S I th IJnlWP{'O m11.u u.ud llll\O Ju thu l rtrl1l11g11 vr th1l Oo \Mil< 

groes il1e1•,e in t re ave totes. n O J "'"· Ct11·1••· or of uny ul hi• lq1<1 ➔ IIC•8. 'l"h~ru,, r. I U!IU 
name of haroo.nity, open your doors nnd• r,f rell~I• 11. m•n In ti,,,, ,1111h, wllh C' n•rll!W " 

b tcntJ,c-r n.11 any• f th,.-lr brnll.t• n In tho ."lu.-t.11 1 wh1.1 do no 
o.nd tnko them in. Wou Id you t 118 de- _ ..,,y uni "'"'"'. 111 t ·• .. ,.....,,.,,, r.,111,t,,r uhll,r .. nr 
b I h t bl l ll d d"grndo to ~y lh1U ( hoH1•\-'f} th•·y Hrl Jo l cou ·h•fl Jcn18, Jll ~ 

auc l l ll, no e peop e, II <> urth lll , 11ml th 11!IIJrl011• ,,~o,,t, Ill or th,•111, ... u, •y ar 
tbnt. benutirul country-as be utlful us at th Nut:lh who h,,)11 ,nn r •ut pl>tlonll. 
the Un evor rose llpo[l-lJy kecpi·ng •· •ri ... ,., nru m,,., vim, vllh ~I •,tr per 1uio11 , ... Lhe, 

U1l11k,oltlu•lrul\·othil3,tl1tn,1t (• buw ltQ gt-r1'r111r " 
them there? 'l'he Negroes will either ,utt or onn duty 11111y 111,·ulv• lh m In th llvldlon 

01hota, or b ►W WQ warn1 1u1 cmlt,·w·o ur uuo tnath 11 
mater the whites, or the whites the Ne- h·wJ t,n di•r~g"t , ,,r uthar 111111u 1e111R11y 1,,,1.,,, .. D 

Wl t l b n Thfliy h vi, th1•r, fi1re n 1u1 •oo much ,chnrh.)' for othorfl, p;roes. 1en you po.as iroug n "nm w1, 11111•L ,1nw 1111ni.;• ,, th,•y "'"· s1c ... .-.1, ,toe 
ocean of bluocl, then you will soo th0 fall • tit 111 uw uu11,,fl Hu•IM; 11,r.1 ••l•t 1i111,n Mt_,., i,. 

f,,re tbe n1Jt1ptlo11 µf U1• Con,tlt11\lo11ol U,o Unit,,,t ~t ,11' 
result of your course. &111! ht llm~ tin,.,._\ol o•, lhe,·,,r-,rr, coo•l,lul' for" m~ 

G o Lin.ck, Sir, to the Colonial history ment wlu1t ..... theaL,111 or• •ruin, •flt North 1111<1 St,uu 
!11 ,.,11,ml t., ,t ,.,.,.Y, M the Uwo Lh< Coo ULu1fon wo or America.. Who ;-lantccl slnvery here f &doptu<J. ., 

D 'd! l S h 1 ) th J I ·• Uut J 1>111 •1111<1 lo 01110r rMuplrunt or 1110 ouUa 
1 t IC Olll , W lO, W 1en e W lO C &n•l ,,.,p .. clnlly to ono ,vhlcl h,11, In ruy o;,1111011, Jni , 

country wus opened to slavery, did not toun,tnifon ; nn,t 1111\t i , th t th r IUI.• II L.,, r nn,J ln ti 
d • .North, ttmoug 1u1lh•l•l1111l111 a111J tun 1114 logl111l1i~urw, 11-tli ■ o 

own a i,;bip? Every civilize nation on cl nati,m to'" dorm rutty &lh·ir m•t1lullo11al' hli 11<11l 
th I 1. l fii k d in the Negro race In gard I'! th r •turn or J• no11111 h u•J v, rvlo • wh4 e g OuC rn C' · •e .t ' havo ~•cap"'1 lnlo Urn Fron lal ,i. ',, 1111111 fulrlllo hi 
It wn. considered 4 lawfu I traffic. GO dut, in any .Li,g,11 t.uro ~biJ 8tl• ltln, ... ir to Orido u 

and consult the books. Well, a{ter they dP"!t"~'~•~~17'tirn ~~~~~.~:: ~nltt!~:;J~;.'1::lmt~:11~;~.~1
:1~·1ta. , 

co.me, who traded in them ?--Massachu- orlh. o(all ~QJJ•• l01111,,,u Ill a, Qr ~ll ro•n whg ...... no 
b carried awf\y l,1 r-v1U1t Ii' n ,tlr,- ll j,lu., r>r eome fa Ito lrur,ru t 

etts j and her ships brought t em here. sloo, \(J lheJr (l,,,11"!.itutlon,I 0Lllgalion1. l ,,ut U lo ~ 
I 
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11 ,,r R. WTLLLUl:SO. -About. a. tea-par 
of them. [L ocrhter.] 

.1n. CLAGGETr-.rTow, my friend i 
on thi floor us a. Repre eotntife. Did 
tbnt ten-pnrty elect hiro? [Appian e.] 

Our pu,rty got rid or tl1e 1,olitionist . 
Dot now Go\•ernor Kirkwood has be

ome he lender of the Republicans, J do 
not clo s them with such men as Oarri

' son, nor with the Fire E tcrs of the 
oath. The Republican pa.rt.y is com

this po.·ecl of ome De; 1 era.ts and wany Olt.l 
. , reading e. y from hi s. I nm sorry to see my old Whig 

i p1:Pcl1 of !)nnicl W bs . fri nd in such company. 
You will 11cc, 'ir, that iostend of pn I read a~ain from the s1ime speech or 
~ liberty blllH, it is the duty of th_e Daniel Webster to which I hiwe hereto• 
nlcfl to do ull they cr.n to rel urn f11g1- fore referred : 
C& from er·vice. Y1rn at'e bound to ••A• hai noon .. 1c1 by the llouvr"M~ m•rnh,r rrom 
it., nnd to pnss J,a.ws for it. IIero I f.011lh ().1rolln11, tll••o Al>1111Lloll S,><IHI•• comn,eucr,I 

n(l Wl'Ll1 ,vn11~t"r. Jt, is tlte doctt·io'-' lll"lr c1·11•ulo In 1835. rt i• mld I donr,t knrur how trn• 
" p -.· " n runy IJ thl\& they oent Incendiary publkatfon• lnlo th• 

he 0111 '\\rhig pnrly, and of J clferson. l'l,Ye s1,11e . .At nny rute, they ntt@1p1dl to uron,e, nnil 
d I I dlJ 11roUNt•, n. vt.,ry t1-t1oug r~ellag; in oLhe~ W(Jrtl"i, th-t!y 

, ~omtbruly f,a rlianye • 10.VC oot. cr•,t l grrac&gitatlo11 In tho ,,;orth '(nm I~ tb,010 
ITU lo the B ·cc11livo of lhi. ~ tate. f ~· Y,•ry. Woll, wllM wn, tll0'11'8Ult! '.l"he l, u•1• of th• oh.vet,. .. , l>vnn,I more flrmly ti, u I> 1 ◄ 1re. lhofr irhot 

· u no inju Lice, ond how !Jim 110 "''' mor• tr,,ogly Ia,1e1wd; puulk oplul<>n, -..hlcb,ln 

I Ct. lllnu,.1 .J. }"1rkwood, in •he Yirgini,1, h"d h,•ftUll lob exhlltll•••l .. ..,.,an elurrry. nntl 
"' "' l 011,·ning on& f'or the Ji u •ion ,,r tlJ qut tiot1" dre 

11 vn , nll ov r this late, declarctl 1,.,.k and lrnt itaeltup In 1,, ,ti :• 

, · 11Jtl not do hill duly, unuer the lfl not th sume thiag being <lone now? 
1liun nntl the luw of Congr s , '\\1 lrnt i llelpor's book ? By whom was 
ul<l fuvor tho fugitives. You it writteh? An Abolitioni 't-n Repub
inng!'ll, Governor Ki1·kwood, H !icon. ·why, Sir, who endorsed that 

u Wl'Tll over n. Democrat. I wns born book 7 Ool. Curtis, the Rep1·e1;,entative, 
tho 11C'igbborhnod wiLh him. Ho says in Congress from Iowa I Mr. Shcrmau, 
wn~ u. Dcmoemt, but o.ll hls relatives of Ohio, who bo.s kept tho United Sta.lee 

er \Vhi!(s. I will not say he wns o. Ilouso of Reprtstmtutives seven weeks 
hi , but hi11 brother was, who !ivcd without. organization. I appeal to you, 

tlir.d in my county, and after his Republicans, as fellow-citizens, lo de:.ist 
h hi lnvcs wcr old up n the from this incendiary cour e towards the 
k. 11 (Oov. Kirkwood) hould South 

omo nganl fo-r the honor of bis I will now read from rtJmarks of Mr. 
ivc I [Loud npplnuse.J Cloy : 

th I ti me-when \Veb ler poke- • Th -, will t..111011 lllt.t th~ ~uprcm• C11nrt or 1 
Wl!l"O three )1t\rtic. : Wlli..,. ·, Dem- Unll<-<I bl t..•• kno\\l nothing alX>ut tho Con titution; n tlu1t Coulf h"8 bet•a vlola1lug It from 17!13 Jowo to 

!i, und .A uolil ioni ts, or Free Soil thl• Jl\y. '!'ho llonornl>lu S••nl\l<Jrlrom 'outh o .. rol oa, 
L I II d ,. l ("'· !noun,) who l l>••llove l1<•l1l• r&trcm11 doctl"in 
Y, 11 l lt'Y en C ta:; llll!le VOS. "\Vbe.t, upon thu•_u1~edofel11v ry,ondcouahl .. 1:111both1~citntiou· 
uccorne of tho Abolition party? Ia .. blc11tlog, aml the llouornbla l:!n,mtur frolli, Olil.o,(\lr 

I 1 Chi ,•,) wl10 hv\d$1.llr •clly olJPO"llo •1Jhdou•, botb unh• 
t_ lfi~ t lC ,vhigs swo.llowcu up the Ab- In ox1ir ••ing 11,a oplnlon lhnt Ibero I• <10 (,OWt•r In tho 
t 10111. t P-or did tho A.bolit'1ou·1 t• (',e,ogr .,, o! the U'nitoo ·t11ll-• IOJ''"" tho rugitive ,1 .... " I& , autl that Wa,hlngton, on,I , I (If u , fru111 1110 cora-
llo w up th Whigs? I am sorry to meutt•1 .. •utt'l[tl1e,:uvernn1entd,rnn lo thi• Um•, I,· V 

thnl the )1"tlle, 1· 0 1'gn"16cn11t Allol1"- bocn wrong; tlmt the ~nrrco>e O,url h \8 """" wrul'llf. nncl Illa! th Con;re"' of 1703 wi•rc wrong."-{. 1ieeeh of 
n purty swallowed up the Olrl '\\'hig Jlenry Clt.y,d,•ltv~red in tho Uuitc,l d enRtotb 21 1 

Tty, to ' hicl.1 I belougccl, !Jend and :::.,! :t~.bl Fcuruar-y, lS:.l, OD v1olatluW1 or th fugl no 

_dies. l reco!)o~t my old friend from T!Jat is the doctrine of the Rpublicao 
msn, (Mr. '1 1lh_n!u ~n,) when only, party now. Don't they tell you that the 

o_r t_¥o Abolil1001sts were to be Supreme Court's deci ions are worth no~ 
found 1ll lus county. ,vasn't it so? thing. Sir, are you not. treading on 

• 

u. 

U"'
IHt nil 
Vjl.iulu Yl'!t: 'JI l 'h! 'C' 

Ir. h irm n, c n you not . ce, Si 
the doctrine n . cnlimen s of th, nltt 
Abolitionist , a th gre1\t lay depi ·te 
them in hi duy, now being full Y rili 
in the our' nd conduct of th pre: 1 
Repuhlican p rty. If the greut 011 
mon r w • here to-d y, to pen · on th 
subject, would h not u e th word 
"Republic.in t nrty.n in·ten.rl of" Ali 
lition mrty"? I would to Ootl lie 11· 

here, to coun I bnck t~) n. sense of the· 
duty to I he country, tho&e erring Whig 
who lmve forsaken his tcnchin~. nnd ~on 
est ray nfter st1·twgo gods; who lutvc t1 ' 
ken for their le:vlcr. I h fllno.tic ngnin 
who c 11oliticnl hcr!'i;ie he so cloqueutl 
and oleroculy w,1roetl. Lh m. 

Id :sir , lr. hnirmnn, to call nltc 
tion to another point rni cd in thi. di 
cu.-.ion. I~ has be n argued by om 
who ha,•c spoken on this floor. thnt if th 
:\tis ouri ComprolllbH of 1820 Juul no, , 
beon ropcttlcd, It would hn,vc c1insocl ngi 
lation to CPt\so. lluL rccut' to the pcrio1 , 
or l8Hl, when it w1is solcmnlv 1tgr11erl ii' 
Ooogrnss to 11dmit .Missouri, wi It , 
clause in her Oom1lilution cxclndin~ fro 
,.egrocs from Lho Late. Did yon ad 

mit.:Mi ouriundorlhiscompuctinl 20, 
You did nol. Ir. lny got n com111itt 
rai etl, ho reported to triko out th 
clnu.o r luting to fr e 'egroea. l>il 
th "orth rn H pr r·n t live then vol, , 
to admit lis 011ri, ith that, clnuso lrick 
en out, 01111 witL tho lino of 30-30 ns 1 , 

compromise? o, she wa.s u.umittod 
wilh only u. few ro1-thorn vo\cs, ttnd b; 
tho votes of SouLhcrn nlen. 81 r, yo1 
have refuscu to stund up to your ogrcc 
meats with the South. 'l'he ?out h al 
ways hnvo. "'hen \VC ncqnircd .i: OWi 

J:exico, did you not r fu c to ex lend the ' 
line of 30-30 to the Pacific r Mr 
Douglas propo ed it, 1111d you would no 
agree to it. ,v1icn r. Uouglos foun 
out thut you would not, he came back tc. 
the true principles of the Ooneti~u~ion t 
What further a o was there of tho corn• 



• f 1 QO , Con!!'re1's then re-
rom1 c o • · I 1'11lc•I thr net of which you h_av,:- o ways 
~inµl i11<•rl nnd cstobli. hed Ill it. ste:d 
h" f)l'ifll:i1;lcH or the l{nusaS· ch\rlll!i u. 

" • I · • , of a sec• \Cl \\ Jii1•h pl•r1111LS t IC ClllZCn . . 
'io;, ol I 111• U11ion to enter theTerrttorie~ 
'If th" U11i11•d tate ·, with the p1operty 
~cco:ruizt·d 1,y the Jaws nf the Stuto fro~ 

or 1850 when commi ioner Lorin,. de
cided tb~t BLirns "·as a fu .-itive lal'e.
Dirl not tlte citizens of Dos ton i\tternpt 
to re!icue t im from the office1s; rl1d tltey 
not a.nrl in doiug a ,, mul'Cler 1ho 
Unilc<l States Deputy Marshal? 

And year u.fteryear did the Mnssac~m
sett le~i I tore try to t1Jrn Jurlge !-' rinp 
out of his -0lli•:e as jud~e. for dolll g his 
duty. 'l'wice diil 001'. Gardn?r veto the 
uct of the Legisl11ture. Uut l.inully Lbey 
succeed din removin).(llitn. 

·l1c111•,1 , 11,,y r ,rnov<>. n1!d l? pn s sucl 
•oc•111 lu w in he 1'crritorics, throug l 
J,,,;, 1111 ,11 /,Pf/i ta1 1,~e,-not i11co11U!.l!,~e1~ 
A'ilh tlin 'on tirntwn of the n•L~ 

tu l ,. -n rnny see111 best for t hein, i_n 
· f ti cir own domesuc he• 111u11111.ie111e11t o J 

llfoir . . 
B11L (I 1w1i111ry rt')'rc~enlBllVO of ~11 

lh,· frr•(• • '111 tu~ wl10 voted for the. M1s
u11 ri C1111q11·omL e, wus •ven ugurn re
urul'II lo <..:011µ;rc~11. Sul·h wns the op• 
m.itiun of , e fr·e S1tites lo that m:•as• 

m• Ji•t 1111 , imy here Lo my H.e1 uhhc,in 
"ri1 ;,d tll it, your olij l·ls wn ~hen, nn~ 

,ww 11 µ; 1 .i1tio11, 1L11d your d •s1g11, po_ll
it!nl p111\l·r TIie ·nmc pnrty ~ho vt?· 
llll''' lhtir 11µrecmtllL w,tu the South Ill 
~20, 1,rc 1 rJW du.moring un nccuunt of 

ts rt:)Jl'III ' 
~ ·ow )Ir. Clwirman, I wm cnll yonr 

1ttl'ulion tu 1111otl er fo ·t, ba1·e '>l'C ful
'fillcd ot11· co11fitit11tio11al ohlig~tion~. to 

he ,'o11th in the rendition of 1ug1t1ve 
'alun•s. 

In tho 'ity of Boston, ill tho rear 
:t 861 11 uot urioni. moll a.·ose nnd seized 
~ ful!ilin ~Inn·, nnd r••cue<l hlm from 
\1i11l11wful ow11cr io dc!h11uw of tl1e law, 

ml th• pul,lic offi •crs. . . 
l11!u1·y 'luy inn spcl·cb uehvcr d m 

ht• S. 'e11nlc, 011 the 24, ol' .Fcuru-
~ry 1851, in rolu lion to lbiti ca.so used 

he f,,lllll i11g lu11g1111gc: 
• Jt l.lLkl,,,,11 ~111,I thi !1trn 11111oh,tNI rn1P1<~,da1·011 ov••r 

oe 1 he, 11:11( f"r fl .. m IJ••l"II• l 1n 'Ill tlu, Ali ,HU011 p,apl":rs 
... 111 1Juil "''"• ~It•' not only fnou tlmt clly. laut rr•m 

~tt.••r t· 11 Iii 11• .f f tlu, l'{)IUltr!, D\• )'01111ut O\t th,11 Uuton 
.~,••n 1u1c, •l 1 nu ,\'~H htll 1•_, u. th1~•111trn1 h·u1 U1iit 'Wilhln 

h•• l.1111111 Ir :'\hi I{ 110 ltlf tl,e h\t,'!j\th ■lino'"· t't\ti 
1, • r I, , t ,,, ,lf J>•t you not II u1h i('e l;l\t n to Lho 

,liH•hR tti 1t 1,1 U1i..-m11• h• 11. 11n•I 1..!U 11hu 1\1111 r- ~on thnt 
tlh-1111it to u1 r,• t 1h m~ uml tuk. lhe1,1 \ut.dt to th1 ~ 

Ou the other hnncl, the South have 
never failed to fultlll their duty nnder 
tho compromises, uutil the . ,,.01·th ho.~ 
rendered them a mc:ra nullity on llte,r 
part. .,_. k 

Did not Mo.s. aclrnsolls Md_ . cw 1 or 
pass a la.w to nulif'y ~he fogi_tiv& slave 
Jaw? llns not, Eir, u. hill been 111lrod11ced 
ju tbo other l.1ranch of thi~ Ai;scmhly _for 
such n, purpo·e? Sir, I g1ve you not •~e, 
so help ioe God, yon mny IJilSS .your hb
crly I.Jill, but I wi II put it at d,f!.fi .ancc; I 
will do 111y clnty; I will go to the courts; 
I will rcsisL it in nil proper wuy.. It is 
wrnng ir. In Wiscon. in they have pass
ed such 11, Jaw, nnd when tho cuso \Vent up 
to the Supreme Court under i1, aft,·~ the 
pnt·ty h,1dl been released by writ of 
llo.beas Corpus nn1l the recorthl of the 
Olerk of the con rt withheld, the Sup1·eme 
Oonrt t1·ied the cnse on the notes of the 
Aitorncy Gcnern.1, dccidi11g egn.inst ~he 
Stale Court, the Supreme Court refusrng 
lo be ousted in tlrnt ilh•,ial way. 'l'hey 
decided tbnt tl,e writ of Ho.Le11s Oorpus 
was wrongly issued. 

Mr. Clny declared those ,vho were 

r\i, 1,11m, lt:h llu·,· 111.~I. .A 1t1ul1f au troch.tUdl mol) r•~• rill , ... , t 11~ t \! ft1 ,,;,u or ti\\' I '". Ju \jlllt' or thu WUilt 
JI.J ,,ruu1t. 1· tf ha tll, U11il11n. 

opposed to admitting in the Union uny 
more Sln.ve State~, and who were in 
fn\'Or or prohibUing slavHy in the Ter
ritories, and making their rau. e puliti
cnl to be ultra. abolitionists. Mr. 
Chnirmnn, is not this po ition ni-sumed 
by the prcsiant Republican purty? Do 
they not rnako their co.use polilkal? 
Do they not seek lo divide the orth 
from the 5oulb, on geog;apbico.l lines, 
ou tl1c right to prevent any more i;lo.vc 
States being ndmittecl. into the Union 
ond to prohibit (tlirough Congress) 
slavery in the Territories . 

I 'l'hi",, ir, ii- the c•,·id nee of lbe grent 
luy oµuim;t your uuruHhfulness to your 

011. ti111tiunnl o\Jligntions. 
.A ,roiu, ·ir, in the CORO of' the fogHire 

\ln,c Hurnt-, llit1 th 'ortb fulfill their 
\ibligation t1ud abide lly the compromise 

And here let me call your attention 
to the FnrcwcH Address of lhe great and 
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good W.osMngt_on. Ile be in thi p!L• 
per llep1ct.:d with n prophetic pen he 
present position of the Republican par
ty, and warned o again t tho dan~er 
of such n party. .Ue said iu thi:- address, 
io coatempla1in1? the can.cs which runy 
disturb our Union, it occurs ns o mat
ter of crioos concern, that any ground 
should have been furni'hl.'d for ,chnracter
jzing parties hy geo~rapl1icnl dbcrimi" 
anlions, N orthcrn end Southern Atlnn
tic and "'estc,rn where dr:ignil;g men 
mny:endea vor to ,cxci1 e o. belit:f t hlolt there 
fa u. real difference ,,r local inlerei-t ontl 
Yiews-one of tl1e expedients, of party 
t~ n~qui~e iofiu~nce wi1bin pnrticulur 
a1str1cts 1s 1 o m1 -repre en!. the opi,u ions 
and vie'll'S or other di ·trict;,, you C'amiot 
~Meld !fourselt:es too much agafost tl1e 
;ealousies and heart burr.iugs which. 
apriug from these misrepre~en1n1ione they 
tend to nlic·uole from ~och other those 
who Olt(rbt to be bon nd to~ct her by fru, 
ternnl affection. .All obstruction to the 
execu lions of the lows, 011 combinations 
~nd ne~ociatiol'IB _nnder wliatei•er plau,. 
,ble cliaracter with the retil desigtt to 
divert, control, count-erect or- orrest the 
regul~r dcliberuti~n.s•o.ud octioris of the 
constituted aurlioritie, ore destmot ive to 
these f'nndnmentul priociples nnd off«tal 
tendency. 

Thu spoke the pntriotio Wnshin{!ton 
this is his lnnitunge n.ddressed to us 10: 
day. I beseech the Republicans to take 
heed to his wnrning councils. 

I desire, Sir, in a few words to draw 
be attention of the Committee to this 

loaugurol of Gov. Kirk,orood. What 
"aye Governor Kirkwood? He soys 
emp1iatico.lly and expressly t'bat lh Dera
ocrutic party fulsify tho position or the 
ltepublican party for o purpose. Was 

c justified in coining before the Lcgis
Je,t.ure here, o.ud in suying ·to tbe people 
of this State-the balfof them at least
t~1nt they falsify for a purpo8c. If I fol
.-of}'. for _o. purpose, ~hen I lie deliborately. 
It 1s as 1f he hod s,aicl to tl1e Demorrnlic 
pr..r~y, that tb.ey have deliberately lied. 
L, that })roper longaagc to u~e to 0110 

half of the people of thi St.alt:? Sir 
foolt at it, I intend lo analyze tllis innu: 
gural. Is it not nn insult to the Demo• 
cratic party 7 Did ho not deliberately 

write il? Di:l he not dclih~n,tely ,a• 
thnt the Demo rntic p rly fabify for i 
pur1 o~ . Hee \U,e we hon . ll · 1litfc 
with him. 1 this the lanixu, ic to b, 
11,ed to the people' repr l'lltati1e ?-

ir, I trcnt it n ' on in:-ult. II id il l>c 1 
offered in tho treets, wll r l t•ould lun·• 
repelled it, I would lmve don 
diffcr,ent runnncr. ( pplnus . ) If w, 
hnd occess to the courti;, ,·c conld nn 
suior in a difft•rcnt manni.•r. ll wn• 
wrong to comq into t11i llnll, nnd ott c 
u here, It wus not tho time mid iplu.cc 
to speak ou thi subjr•et, if it wns tru 
he should hnve thrown OYcr us the m,m 
tic of clrnrity. Henry lny oid whc11 
Mr. IIultJ of "cw Hump hi10 ehnrgeil 
that the orth wn bought up I, ill no 
helievo it. ' 

When Gov. Kirkwood 1·cferrc<l to Job 
Drown, why did he not say tJint the peo 
pie of Jow1' wcr opposed Lo hi,; course ' 
uncl there )cave the mnttcr? Why RB)'. 
one word ng-oinst John Brown ond On 
for him? Why di~ ho ,end tllllsabroa4 
ltis misrnpresentn.lioM of our p •oplo r 
."'e d_on't believe John Brown wos ri~ht: 
ln go_11!g down into Virginia und killing ' 
her c1t1zcns. What wus ltis purpose in ) 
going there? "Di~intci-csteu" 01e1H1s1 

witl1out reword. "hut wa the purpose 
of J obn Drown ? 1'o rno uff sla,•es-he' ' 
said thut wos his purpo e-nnd to put' 1 

ntms into their hands to kill their roosters 
tis tho means of th, ir re cue from slo.ve: 1 

ry1 Was no~ t.h_o.~ the purpose of Drown'• : 
raid into V1rgmrn, f wb1cb puqloee at 
1eust ti.le Democ1·atic party of Jo 11·0 op• 
po e. Clov. Kirkwood hoe puull licd il ,i 
nl.Jro11d tlmt o.lnrge proportion ufour peo- , 
ple do not oppo e ru1111ing off 11fo,1•c11 uud 
putting arms inlo their hnnrla 10 kill their 
masters. Hence 1 ~ · rc<l that we K!tould 
bo miarcprei;euted before the country.
And oa I he r •prcsen lnl'i ves of the n~mo• 
erotic party 011 thi floor, \\'O have put. our 
1>,rolest on re ord against this inaugural. 
lhat wa not tho time for such dcfttnce 
of J oho Brown ; no defence or cxouae 
cun be righLfully made for him. '!'here t 

is a porl_ioo o_f the Hopll blicnn party who 1• 

symputhtze 1111th Brown, ond (lo,•. Kirk• 
wood is tho leader of tbi cln s. It is a 1, 

foir presumption that ho is oue of them. ~ 
I say be docs not e'l!Oo ruirly rcpreacot ~ 
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• own part:,. In my own coooty _these 
na i ere wild and ,iolcnt io tbe1r ol!• 
o "don to ih,very. They draped their 
llurch in mourning, and had prayer 

ain t. irginia, aud applauded J(lhn 
rown But. I 1bould not blame the 
ajori~y of the l epuLlican& for tbe acts 

f ihe em n, if \hey bad not. Leen ap-
rond ofby the party. . . 
But we have history on lh1 point. . r. 

.,h . tl1 re hos been & Republican 
J airuurn, 1 1 onnntion held here,! I ly, fort ic c e~-
. of l{cpnblican aclcgot s to their 
ion C . d W ationo.l Con,ention aL h1cago, an . . 
•cnn Clarke is chairman of the <lclegat1o_n 
o repr ent. the 'Republicnn p rty or tlna 
tote in that. body. I ~,a,e known Mr. 
larko fort.en years. Sir, he was an o.bo

iti1111i.,t, and prominent in tha_t party for 
n y air, bolore th formo.t1on of !he 

publican parlJ. There was a meet!ng 
t Jowa Oity, in 1850-• ma I meeting 
f 11 partica--to 8u11lain S1:nator Dodge 
nd Jone f'lr their cour e on the po.s
age of the rugiti,e s_lan law.. Pen_n 
larke waa there, and divulged his ahoh

lon doctrine till he was thrust out of 
b meeting by Wbig oo«l Dcmoerats. 

ow her on thia lloor, I beard my 
1 od, Mr: Rosh Cl rk, a. leading Ro
ublleon quote Crotn a. speech of Penn 
larke i~ snpport. ofRcpulilicanis1~1. He 

more brain In two Incl.le! ofb1e ~cad 
ban P no Olarke baa in all his cranium i 

tioni m. And when, nt Chic go, there 
was a convention gotten up Ly the abo• 
litionists for John Brown, who were 
there os delPgate from Iowa.? Wm. 
Penn Clarke, of lowli Cily, nod Jaeob 
Butler, from Mu co.tine. Wh~n you, 
therefore, make Mr. Clark? chairman or 
the delegation to your at101!a_l C_oncn
tion, I must say you are ~1.Jo)1t1on1~ed--

ir I wuuld not say this, 1f I did not. 
tlii;1k you had swcn-cd from the o!d land 
marks of the Whig and Democratic par-
ties. 

Mr. Bowno1s-Allow me to ask who 
app~oved the Wilmot Pro vi o to Oregon? 

Mr. Cuoo&TT-Jurucs K. P1~lk. 
:Mr. Bowooxs-The Democratic part7, 

then has not changed, has it 7 
M'r CLAGGETT- o, Sir, it. was tlie 

1eme 0 then aw now. The Wilmot Pro• 
viso to that. bill was a nullity. I meont 
to have spoken of thi Wilmot P~oviso, 
but, Mr. Chairman, I have not t1~e to 
speak of it at length. Mr. Polk signed 
the act though this excressence or your 
party ~os attached to it. [Applauae.] 

When the aLolitionists in Coogreu 
proposed to attach the ,vnmot Proviso 
to t.he cw Mexico Bill, Daniel \Veb
ster sai<r it. was like an attemJJt to re
enact the Law of Goe:!; that slavery would 
be governed by the laws of climate and 
productiona. This, Sir, all reasonable 
and sensible men know. But. abolition
ists may be said to ban neither reason 
or commou sense. 

et he quotes Penn ~larkc. ~ut, as I 
aid t th \ meet.log 10 Iowa Clty, Peno 
lt>.rke na t.hru t out. or door~, aud I 
une defended him, tbat. be might ex
r bi o inlona. I had no aymvathy 
itb bim on bis principlea, but I thought 

bad 1, right. to be beard io. a mass 

When James K. Polk signed. the bill 
for t.he organization of the territory of 
Oregon, be publicly declared be was op
posed to the Proviso. Bat as it. waa • 
nullity when applied lo i;ucb a territ.Ol"J, 
he would not leopardize the po.ssage of 
the act, which might deteat the organi· 
zation of the territory, (it beiog near the 
close oft.he session of Congress). Thoae 
were the reaseos, Sir, why Pff!aideot. 
rolk siglled the Oregon Bill, with tbat. 
abolition excrescence (the Wilmot Pro
Tiso) attached to it. 

eeting. . 1 h 
Mr. Eow aos-(from Luco.s)-Wil t e 
ntleman 1,llow me to a k him a ques-

on r l s· r. CLAoon-r-Certain y, 1r. 
r. En ARDS-It. ia id that. the gen

m n, (M.r. Clagget.,) io.apeecbe made 
uriug the Scott Fierce cann111, 

n aevcra.l places, advocated the Wilmot 
roviao. Doea be advocate it now ? 

r. OuooETT- ever, Sir I oner, at 
■ time or place. Peon Clarke waa re

• b arlng in mall meeting at Iowa 
la 1 50, on account. of hla aboli-

Sir, much baa been said in this Houe, 
lately, in relation t.o this Wilmot Pro
viso, the power of O01:greaa to probibtt 
alavery in the territories of the United 
Statea, and the constitutionalit1 ot tbe 
compromiae or 1819-21, by whicla Kia-
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ouri wa admitted a a la'l"e to. e, and 
lavcry forever prohibited in all of that 

country lyin~ north of 36-30; ( embr11chg 
the present Kao territory) anrl M tli~ 

011 aud JefTerson ha'l"c been frequently re
ferred to in upport of the con tituti n
ality oft ha re triction. I will here r ad 
from a letter, written hy Mr. Madison, 
t? Mr. Monroe, in I 20, on that ques-
1.ion: 

''l'b,o quHtion t d..,lded _ to be, lot whf'ther r 
r11.orl I l"Ntrlctlono beanusumptioa ortloritft t w.r. 

d, 1L mi8woe ofl U- pow...-; and rth l&t!Pr onl • 
wh t r th• llllutJ tbr,atl'nt!d tit uion from an • 

uJ nee lu the mi or from a r trnti nor It be the 

patriots u. taiu them iu their tre oa 
ogaio t th on titntion and the Union. 

ir, th t :t lbc opinion of Mr. ll<i
ison, who had ·u much to do with the 
Con litution--more, pcrho.p .• th n any 
other man. 

I will now conclud what I have to 
say. I will not quote Go'I". Kirk ood 
nor tbc w rd of G neriLl J uck on al: 
though Jack on 11 a great o.nd good 
man I will quot the word of another 
mo t distingui bed mlln, (Mr. \ ob
ster)-

«"""'r fin the lret pcolnt thor,, u cor!Ainh· r•••rn r r "Llh<rly and Unlon-n>w ADI fory r-on 
m• cliff room of 01 ion. th<>a1<h f<>r m, If i 111 o'll"l, llQd la 

1 t I h&Te &lwA,-. l <'d to tho boll r'th1>t tb" tri- 1 pilr&hlo.' ..Oil ...... 11ot Within Ibo tru ■co1 of th n,titution."' Mn. Dowool!',-Let ·me ask the gen-
In l 19, when the • ortb (for tho fir t tlemnn, (Mr. Claggett,) llcfore he takea 

time in the hi tory of thi country) re- his ent, whether, in cnsc Mr. eward or 
rosed to admit o. State into the Union Mr. Olm e i elected President of the 
on account of her slo.ve constitution, United tat , he would go for di olv
Mr. J effer on, in his now published let- ing the Union, or what he would do 1 
tcri:1, (written o.t the time) declared that Ma. Cuooi,."T'l'-llang the Di union-
the news came upon him like the rio,ting ist11 who rnise the tan( ard of Disunion 
of a fire bell in the night, and filled aod you too, ir I rLoud applau .] ' 
him with alarm for the preservation in. BownorN-What will become of 
of the Uuiou. ow, Sir, with all this the Democrats, if a/J the D_is11nioni ta 
evidence before the country, as - ~ are hung? 
opinions of Mr. Madi~n aacyM.r . • Jena~ MR. CuaoETT-All true Democrats 
son, on_this ques~io~, ~f; find hl"dlo~ 'Io.al rrwaln, and yon Republicans all , 
Re~ubhcaos fQ.le1fy11ii ~(prY,s19'd de- ~n'"ng I TUproarious applause, amidst 
clar10g that these gre~ s atesmeu and which Mr. Claggett took his seat.] 


