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‘ That they have examined the same, and find it in accordance

o with the law.

' From this report and other sources of information, the commit-

tee learn that the State University, with the exception of the Nor-

‘ - mal department, has been closed since the summer of 1858. The
reasons assigned for the closing of the University by the Trustees
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the University.

- There were complaints that it was conducted at an expense of
many thousands of dollars per annum, for the sole benefit of Towa
City; that students from shroad could not procure board and suit-
able rooms for study unless at great expense, and that an institu-
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tion which belonged to all the people of the State, was no bettep
than a high school for the benefit of a single city.

To remove these causes of complaint, by providing proper ae.
commodations for the students from abroad, an application wag
made to the General Assembly, for the means to repair and fit y
the State-house, which had been given to the University, and alg?,
for erecting on the grounds, a building called a boarding hall, and ‘*
intended mostly for students’ rooms. |

A grant of $13,000 was made for these purposes—8$3000 for re-
pairs, and $10,000 tor the erection of a boarding hall. The appro.
priation proved inadequate. More extensive repairs on the State.
house were required than were anticipated, and the plan adopted
for the boarding house was too large and expensive, to be com-
pleted with ten thousand dollars. Five thousand were borrowed
from the interest tund, to finish the enclosing and roofing of this
building in order to protect it from the weather and preserve the
work already done. It still remains in an unfinished state, and
requires a further expenditure to make it of any use to the Uni.
versity, while the State-hou:e needs further repzirs and alter-
ations. i

Under these circumstances, the Trustees apply for an appropria-
tion of $20,000;—$5000 to replace the money borrowed from the
interest fund,—$10,000 for the completion of the new buildiné;,
and $5000 for repairs and alterations in the State-house, and for
the purchase of necessary apparatus. R

Believing that the University is of the first importance to the
educational interest of the State, and that it should be re-openefl &
at the earliest possible day, your Committee would, under ordi-
pary circnmstances, cheerfully recommend that the appropriation
asked for should be made; but such is the straightened condition
of our finances, and the pecuniary embarrassment of the people M

ed to recommend the smallest possible appropriation, that will put
the University in a condition to be opened next autumn. e 1.

Your Committee are of opinion that with strict economy, the
old State-house may be fiitted up, and a portion of the new build-
ing suflicient to answer the purposes of the University for a year

or two to come, can be finished at a cost of §10,000. . }' ks
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Your Committee wounld also respeetfully represent, that unless
this appropriation is made, the University must remain closed till
another General Assembly, (two years hence) shall make the ap-
propriation, and after that, till the building and repairs can be
completed ; so that nearly three years must elapse, before the peo-
ple of the State can reap any advantage from the University.

The law restrains the Trustees from applying the income of the
University fand to building purposes, and they are compelled to
look to the General Assembly for the means to enable them to
execnte the trust committed to them.

But while your Committee earnestly recommend an appropria-
tion of £10,000 for the relief of the University, they cannot pass
over the action ot the Trustees in office, when the last appropria-
tion was expended, without notice.

The law was explicit, $10,000 were to be expended in the erce-
tion and completion of a boarding hall. The Trustees laid the
foundation of a building which takes more than twice that sum to
finish, and whether this was done designedly or carclessly, it was
a breach of the law. That the building was such as the Universi-
ty needed—that when finished it will not be too large for the pur-
pose intended —that it is thus far built in the most substantial
manner, and that the money was faithfully expended, for the
benefit of the University, are treely granted ; but all this does not
justify a departure from an express law.

But, however much your Committee disapprove of the action of’
the Board ot Trustees of 1838, they see no reason why, on this
account, the General Assembly should withhold the means neces-
sary to put the University in operation.

The Trustees were not the party for whose benefit the grant
was made. They were but the agents ot the State, appointed to
execate a trust, for the benefit of the people of the State, They
have relinquished that trust, and a new Board has been appointed
in their place. It is our duty to act for the good ot the Universi-
ty, and through it for the benefit of the people of the State, and
to make such provision, that our young men may be educated and
well educated, upon our own soil, and not be compelled for three
years longer, to resort to the literary 1nstitations of other States

in order to complete their education.
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Your Committee would further state, that vhild'thc_rlinve en-
tire confidence in the present Board of Trustees, they have never-
theless ineorporated in the bill which they beg leave to report, a
provision, which in their opinion, will effectually prevent the mis-
application of the appropriation which they recommend, and also
save the University the delay and expense of a special meeting of
the Board of Trustees.

JESSE BOWEN,
4 C. BUSBEY,
- A, F. BROWN,
. d. J. WATSON,
G. W. GRAY,
Committee on Schools and University.
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