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a condition as to sell or encumber more than one hundred
and twenty sections in such a way as to affect the rights of |
State. Before doing any work, the company were authorized
sell one hundred and twenty sections of the land, and if they
done so, and the title has passed to bona fide holders, it 18 be
your reach and control. : | ik

By section 4, of the original grant, the residue of the 1 ds w
plue:ad beyond the absolute disposal of the company. Ne er |
State or the company could convey or encumber any greater LNt
est than they possessed. Every mortgage or cesluz que wse 8¢ .
cepted their security, subject to the conditions of t.h grant. Any
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State, but in order to resume . :
oy seme positive act on its par i TANERG:
of a public act which.would
scisionawhich should settle and confirm the rights of the Statey
vet it i8 by no weans a condition precedent to her acting t ‘&
“hose riglits as if already sodetermined. Theact of resumption ean.
‘n no just sense be termed a judicial one. [t can only proceed
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‘romthe party entitled thereto ; it is perfect in itselt and indepen-
dent of any action ot the Court. It follows, therefore, that t e
iyeneral Assembly may proceed to make such disposition of the
jawuinq..tionuih':.ymaydqem} roper, ot ¢ -3

- m“glmioud grant from Congress. o ey
mit me to say, that the foregoing views are submitted not 3 *““‘ﬁ?‘ ‘

<ome diffidence, ariging from the fact that the questions pres g%
involve not only the interests of the State with reference to the
Towa Central Railroad, but to all the other great lines provided foi
‘n the act of July 1856, under the grant of which some two millic .
five hundred thousand acres of land have been swn to the va-

rious companies. No one question of State poliey embraces

greater magnitude of pecuniary interests, or is more worthy of

well considered and judicious action. 4
SAMUEL A. RICE.

:THE COMMITTEE ON

SCHOOLS AND STATE UNIVERSITY.
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The Committee on Schools amd;State University, to ﬁhah ‘was

referred the report of the Trustees of the State University, respect-
fully report: * b .

That they have examined the same, and find it in accordance
with the law. X

From this report and other sources of information, the commit-
tee learn that the State University, with the exception of the Nor-
mal department, has been closed sind®the summer of 1858, Tha
reasons assigned for the closing of the University by the Trustees
then in office, were, 1st, the pecuniary embarrassments of the
country, rendering it difficult to collect the interest on the funds;
and, 2d, the want ot suitable buildings for lecture-rooms and etu-
dents’ appartments; in consequence of which the citizens of the
State, generally, conld not avail themselves of the advantages ot
the University.

There were complaints that it was conducted at an expense of
many thousands of dollars per annum, for the sole benefit of Iowa
City; that students from whroad could not procure board and suit-
able rooms for study unless at great expenge, and that an institu-
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tion which belonged to all the people ?f the §:8te. was no .
than a high school for the benefit of a..smgle ci :.vidin o
To remove these causes of complaint, by pr isl o
commodations for the students from abroad, an spiir .
made to the General Assembly, fot‘- the means I;o.rep i g
the State-house, which had been .gu:en to the :we:lei :y, h‘“'_ ;
for erecting on the grounds, :l building called a boarding T %
intended mostly for students’ rooms. i
A grant of $18,000 was made for these pq_rposes-l—S'o:i‘)gg t
pairs, and $10,000 for the erection of a bo?rdlng hﬁl . e’ ~: .
priation proved inadequate. More e'x.tenswe repm]rs ohn e
house were required than were anticipated, and t 1e p w. e
for the bbarding house was too large and expe;mve%l_:a mm'“
pleted with ten thousand dollars, Five th.onsan werﬁ g
from the interest fund, to finish t enclosing and roofing e
puilding 1 i he weather and preserve the
building in order to protect it frgin the o R 4
work already done. It still repmainsin an unfinishe Ry s
i turo4G make it of any use to the Uni-
requires a further expenditure -3 ma 0 (o
versity, while the Stute-hou-:?nebds further repairs : #
Under these circumstances, the Trustees apply for an approprx oF
tion of 20,000 ;—$5000 to replace the money borrowed tr?;xhﬂp 4
interest fund,— $10,000 forethe completion of the new bui d}l: g
and $5000 for repairs and altepations in the State-house, a.nd, 'w »
the purchase of necessary ané:tus. ;
Believing that the University is of the first importance to_‘ .
educational interest of thg.fate, and that it should be re-opene " |
at the earliest possible da¥, your Committee would, under..or li-
pary circumstances, cheerfally recommend that. the appropris
asked for should be made; but such is the straightened cond
of our finances, and the pecuniary embarrassment of the peopl
the State, oppressed with debt and taxes, that .th'ey are constra
od to recommend the smallest possible appropriation, that will p
the University in a condition to be opened next antumn. . tf;.
Your Committee are of opinion that with strict economy, the -
old State-house may be fiitted up, and a portion of tl.ze new huﬂ’l-r i,
ing sufficient to answer the purposes of the University for a
or two to come, can be finished at a cost of $10,000.
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Your ‘Committee. would also respectfully represent, that uuless
this appropriation is made, the University must remain closed till
another General Assembly, (two years hence) shall make the ap-
propriation, and after that, till the building and repairs can be
completed ; so that nearly three years must elapse, before the peo-
ple of the State can reap any advantage from the University.

The law restrains the Trustees from applying the income of the
Univereity fund to building purposes, and they are compelled to
look to the General Assembly for the means to enable them to
execute the trast committed to them.

But while your Committee earnestly recommend an appropria-
tion of $10,000 for the relief of the University, they cannot pass
over the action ot the Trustees in office, when the last appropria-
tion was expended, without notice.

The law was explicit, $10,000 were to be expended in the erce-
tion and completion of a boarding hall. The Trustees laid the
foundation of a building which takes more than twice that sum to
finish, and whether this was done designedly or carclessly, it was
a breach of the law. That the building was such as the Universi-
ty needed—that when finished it will not be too large for the pur-
pose intended —that it is thus far built in the most substantial
manner, and that the money was faithfully expended, for the
benefit ot the University, are freely granted; but all this does not
justify a departure from an express law.

Bat, however much youe Committee disapprove of the action of
the Board ot Trustees of 1858, they see no reason why, on this
account, the General Assembly should withhold the means neces-
sary to put the University in operation,

The Trustees were not the party for whose benefit the grant
was made. They were but the agents ot the State, appointed to
execnte a trust, for the benefit of the people of the State. They
have relinquished that trust, and a new Board has been appointed
in their place. It is our duty to act for the good ot the Universi-
ty, and through it for the benefit of the people of the State, and
to make such provision, that our young men may be educated and
well educated, upon our own soil, and not be compelled for three
years longer, to resort to the literary institutions of other States
in order to complete their education.
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