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WARDEN’S REPORT.

WarDER'S OFFICE, %
PENITENTIARY AT ANAMOSA, JOWA.
To Honovable Prancis M. Drake, Governor of fowa:
Dear Sir—It is with a degree of satisfaction that I submit to
you my report of the affairs of this prison, for the period of
two years ending June 30, 1867,

THE CENTER BUILDING

is now well under way and will reach completion next season.

Five yoars ago we broke the soil for this building. Itrestsona

foundation of 1,800 feet. It extends outside and inside the

walls, It forms the connecting link between the two cell houses.

It embraces on the outside the warden's residence, the outside

offices and the main entrance to the prison. On the inside are

the dining.room, kitehen, bakery, laundry, and solitaries, the
chapel, hospital and dispensary, besides guard halls and bed-
rooms. In point of importance, elegance and permanence it is
practically the keystone in the arch of immense structures,

present and prospective, in this prison. Andin the yearsto come,
as from its dome and tower may be seen the two cell houses,
the female prison, the insane hospital, and the ten acres of
teeming industries, it will be a standing monument to the far-
seeing wisdom of the state, s credit to the superintendents of
the various departments, and & high compliment o the faith-
fulness and skill of those whose hands held the hammer and
the trowel by which this stupendous structure was molded into
beauty und strength.

WATER WORKS,

In view of the rapidly increasing numbers of our prison
population, and the consequent incroase of the rates for our
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supply of water from the city water works, I was advised by
the executive council to put a plant within the prison walls.
Our efforts in this line have met with gratifying success. A
well was sunk 2,011 feet deep that stood the test of 15,000 gal.
lons an hour for fifteen hours. The water by chemical test is
pronounced excellent. A tower has been erectad fifty feet high,
and a tank built upon it that holds 45,000 gallons. We use the
compressed air process, and are able to fill the reservoir in six
hours. Ten feet more will be added to the standpipe, which
will increase its capacity to 60,000 gallons. The water mains
and supply pipes are all complete. And the results are satis-
factory in an eminent degree. The ample supply of pure water
to this prison for all time is an item of paramount importance.
Besides, it is a per t saving to the state of not less than
$1,200 annually. The plant cost, in round numbers, 11,000,
This expense was met out of our savings to the state. From the
same source was met our loss of $13,000 by fire. These two
amounts, together with moneys turned over to the state treas-
ury during my administration, aggregate a saving to the state
of $50,000. The continued rapidity in the growth of our prison
population emphasizes the importance of sufficient

APPROPRIATIONS

to cover the demands of the next biennial period. I urgently
call attention to the following statement of the amounts neces-
sary tocarry on the work of the state in this prison, in the next
two years as follows:
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Lumber for floors (at 824 por m
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tinge A PODRIT . oioeianinnnsnnns
Mor discharged convicis.

To complete hospital nod lausdry
Warden's bouse fond. .. ..oocovviinns
For farnishing the warden's new house

PRISON DISCIPLINE

i ificance, covers the entire area of criminality as
].n 'it? :‘itdout;:igﬁi inal, t;a society, and the state. A policy that
ignores either of these three essential fanturel? is manifestly
limited in its scope of vision. And the remedies applied a%
often unjust, eruel and disastrous in their results. A prs:ctica
illustration of this sort of narrowness is clearly visible in the
ocoult methods of some governments in unloading their erimi-
nals upon some other government. Their house-cleaning con-
sists in throwing their rubbish in their neighbor's yard. This
sort of unmitigated selfishness is reprehensible in the extreme.
1t admits of no apology in the closing hours of the nineteenth
century. 1t invites the contempt and resolute resistance of the
givilized world.

COLONIZATION

is but little bettor, as there is practically no habitable part of
the globe but what is already occupled. Every nation should
be compelled to take care of its own criminals. This is
demanded by the sternest dictates of human propriety and
fairness. In the states of our federal union there ought to be
the strictest uniformity in the laws and their enforcement rels-
tive to crime. - For one state to enact laws of extreme severity,
the sole result of which is to drain off its eriminal population
into adjoining states, is elose skin to an insult to the union of
states. It is the duty of every state to enact laws sufficiently
severe and then see to it that they are promptly and impartially
enforced. All unreasonable delays, all repeated postpone-
ments on flimsy pretexts challenges the disapproval, if not the
disrespect, of jurisprudence. All indifference or sluggishness
on the part of the judiclary or the executive only lights the
torch of the incendiary, and fans into a flame the sentiments of
mob law. The community clearly has the right of protection
against unrestrained criminality, and that right demands the
prompt and condign punishment of the criminal.
But the public has no right t:od!t.hodhw:ru as 6 v;hi;:.:; :::—
the objects of pleasure, .
mmo:h:pn::mt bo:iut of passion or sentiment. It should rest
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upon the naked evidence. A judge who cannot be swayed by
public sentiment is close akin to an angel. His popularity will
not come to him with flying colors on his first case, but his
sterling worth will slowly, surely dawn upon the public mind.

SOLITARY CONFINEMENT

has proved an ignominious failure. It is simply a slow, hideous
process of execution. The physical, mental and moral faculties
slowly sink, till all of manhood is submerged. As a method of
restraint and coercion for a brief period it is not without salu-
tary results. But prolonged to the extent of an entire sentence,
it must be relegated to the musty failures of the past. That a
penal sentence should impose activity in some line of industry,
commands the approval of the clearest heads and the ripest
judgment. History and experience attest the wisdom of a sen-
tence ' to hard laborin the penitentiary.” Hence there is thrust
upon us, irresistibly, the question of

CONVICT LABOR.

This question, however difficult of solution, is imparative in ita
supreme importance. To remove the state labor out of the
reach of all interested competitors, it would have to be removed
out of this world. Every act performed by a prisoner could be
done by frea labor. And if all the prisoners of the state were
prohibited from doing what some free man could do, and would
like to do, then & sentence to * hard labor in the penitentiary "
would be ridiculous in the superlative degree. It does not
Tequire a very astute mind to discover that the state is sand-
wiched between two stubborn difficulties. It cannot perform a
single act without coming in conflict with what is termed *“free
labor.” It cannot remain idle for itis under sentence *to hard
labor in the penitentiary.” And to attemptto escape the
dilemma by farming out the state labor at a mere fraction of its
real value only aggravates the seriousness of the situation. A
glance at the results of this method cannot fail to satisfy any
clear headed man that the policy is a dismal failure. It fails to
bring to the state any just recompense save that of ridicule, It
fails to offer any incentive to the convicts. The paltry sum
paid for their services is an insult to their frayed manhood. It
fails ingloriously to reach any harmonious resulis in the world
of manufacture. The reason is plainly told by the complaints
of those who are operating plants within penitentiary walls.
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They complain of boycott and systematic opposition from manu-
facturing firms that are paying higher wages for the same class
of service performed. The result could mot be otherwise,
Where is the solution of this vexed question? Not in idleness.
For this lias been weighed in the balances and found wanting.
Not in ruinously low prices for state labor. That only aggrav-
ates the difficulty. It is a dismal failure.

Let the state demand and receive for its labor the same
wages that are paid for the same class of labor in the outside
world, and the difficulty disappears. Then all the uproar about
convict labor would be without meaning or excuse. When we
consider that a constant stream of humanity is pouring in and
out at these gates, how absurd to suppose that the inward flow
of this stream of labor Is worfhless and a menace to free labor
without, but that the outward flow of this same stream is valu-
able and & tonic to wages world-wide, The man who enters
these gates is a man for ‘a' that." He carries in the same
bundle of muscles that he carries out. That he should enter
these gates the foe of free labor, and emerge from them the
friend and ally of universal industry, is a proposition too pre-
posterous snd whimsical to find any respectable place in &
world of fact. The only excuse for the existence of such an
idea is the mistaken policy of dealing with convict labor as
though it was waste material. That it is not worthless let
these silent walls testify. Rising up in their strength, beauty
and grandeur to grapple with the storms of centuries, they
proclaim to the wide world that conviet Iabor is not worthless.
If it Is not worthless, why treat it as such? TLet the wages on
both sides of these walls have one common level, and the con-
flict is at an end. F'ree lubor could expect nothing more; the
state ought to exact nothing less.

THE TURNOUTS.

years 1 called attention to the glaring Inequalities
ln'::: ptm:‘:mnnt poliey. The man who serves a short
sentence has precisely the same equipments as the one who has
served the state long and faithfully. A tramp steals some
cheap jewelry and is hustled off to the penitentiary for three
months. He comes ragged, dirty and disnrod.m dH.s n.uve;; ;i:i

e; he does not know how o0 very

:ﬁm&mﬁﬁvm under the best of medical treat-
ment, eats well, sleeps well, wheels & few cartloads of coal or
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pounded rock, and walks out a free man. He receives a new
suit of clothes, perhaps the best he ever had; the state also
furnishes him $5 in money aund transportation back to where he
came from. He takes the first train and hurries back in search
of some more jewelry. Perhaps the next train that moves out
of that same depot carries away a man who has spent the
flower of his days i the service of the state. He leaves behind
him the monuments of his skilled and faithful workmanship.
What about him? He has passed the prime of his manhood; his
energies are waning; the evening shadows are falling. He
walks out into the bleak world a free man, homeless and friend-
less. What has the state done for this man? Precisely the

- same that it did for the worthless tramp. A law that works
such glaring inequalities, such manifest injustice, is certainly
not entitled to a place in the code of a great state occupying
front rank in the march of human progress.

THE FPER DIEM PLAN.

Minnesota pays its convicts on a seale of wages ranging from

8 t0 12 cents per day. Iowa should po longer contradict the
geography, and insist on standing nearer the north pole than
our sister north of us. It is high time wa should thaw out a
little, and abandon this freezing policy; besides it is mistaken
economy. To turn men out of prison under conditions that
render it next to impossible for them to succeed in earning an
honest living is an open threat against the public safety. When
& man plunges into the avenues of life with only a few paltry
dollars in his pocket, and the odium of his imprisonment cling-
ing to him, to find immediate employment is akin to the impos-
slble. Even if he is sober and economical his paltry pittance
will melt away in two weeks' time. Then he is compelled to
beg, steal, or starve, and they don't generally starve, The
sharp tooth of hunger gnaws away at their good resolutions
till they become thieves or tramps, and both these articles are
expensive luxuries to the state. They are a heavy burden to
the taxpayer in the end. To confiscate the labor of the crimi-
nal, and then, practically, give it away to some rich manufac-
turing firm, is wanting alike in wisdom and fairness. The
effect of pauperizing the eriminal is a costly one, and we pay
the bill in the end with accrued interest. In the last biennial
it cost the state in round numbers, 1,000,000 to pros-

ecute its criminal population. One-half that expense is involved
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in landing men in the penitentiary, or, in other words, 400
apiece—the average cost to the state for every prisoner sent to
the penitentiary. What a spectacle, the state of Tows spending
a quarter of & million annually to drum up laborers, to give
away their labor, to make more conviets, to spend more money
in catching them, in order to dispose of their labor on the same
affable terms(?). This is & sort of endless chain with the links
growing larger all the time. Is there no relief from such a
state of things? Certainly not from our present policy. Let
the state give these men o financial interest in the work they do,
and let this inure to the support of their needy families, many
of whom are sharing a harder sentence than their friends
behind the bars. Or let it form a sinking fund to furnish the
sinews of war in the conflict that awaits them in the outside
world. If only one in five were reclaimed to a lite of honesty
still the method would be less expensive than the present one
in actual dollars and cents. But the ratio would be far greater
than one to five, and at the end of a few decades what an array
of redeemed manhood would rise up to attest the wisdom and
value of their rescue from the hungry waves of calamity and
crime that to-day are savagely gnawing at their feet.

My experience wilth criminals extends over a period of
seventeen years. Five of these have been spent in this prison,
apd my experience entitles me to an honest opinion in these
matters, and to an expression of that opinion before a candid
public. And with all the emphasis at my command, I urge the
adoption of the per diem plan, in the criminal policy of the state.

First.—Letthe state demand and receive a fair amount forafa.r
day’s work. It has only to demand it, to receive it. Our colos-
sal state is no imbecile. The sooner all minds are disabused on
thequestion the better, especially among its own favored citizens.
But the question will meet approval in manufacturing circles.
It removes one disagreeable el t in petition. But,
should they view it otherwise, and combine against prison labor,
let them fling the gauntlet at the feet of our giant common-
wealth, and stalwart Iowa will snatch up that gauntlet and hurl
it in the face of the wide world. There is nothing in the con-
stitution of man, or Iowa, that prohibils the state from manu-
facturing articles used or consumed by the taxpayers who are
called upon to malke up all deficiencies in our state treasury, in
consequence of our generous method in disposing of state labor.
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Second,—Throw to the four winds all the accouterments of the
present turnout policy. Givethe prisoner nothing but what he
has honestly earned; but, pay him a small pittance for each
day’s work, on a scale of wages based on his industry, skill,
and good behavior, and let this scale of wages range, say, from
8 to 15 cents per day. The cost of keeping each prisoner is 30
cents a day. To this add the maximum wages, and we have 45
cents per day. All above this would drop into the state treas-
ury, and belp to lift the burdens from the toiling masses. There
is no sound reason, discoverable to me, why each prisoner
should not pay the exp of his keeping, help to lift the bur-
den that rests upon the shoulders of the taxpayers, and also
lay up a little pittance each day as a glimmer of hope over his
future destiny.

PRISON MANAGEMENT

occupies the last place, but by no means the least important
place in prison discipline. Here we are confronted by two con-
flicting theories. The one seems to rest upon the bed rock of
human hatred and revenge; it is a descendant of a long line
of ancestry that reveled in the use of the pillory, the dungeon,
and the rack, and all this theory lacks is the authority and the
implements to re-enact the darlkest chapter in the history of the
sixteenth century. The other theory is all sunshine and song,
tears and flowers. Batween these two fatal extremes we are com-
pelled to thread our way with caution and firmness. To fritter
away & prison sentence till there is nothing left of it save the
sickly sentimental, is a high affront to jurisprudencs, snd a
menace to the public welfare, But on the other hand, the fact
that & man has received just sentence of law does not entitle him
to the brutal savagery of his keeper. A sentence calmly ren-
dered and sternly enforced meets the highest claims of justice
and satisfies every unbiased mind. The officer has the right to
demand unanswering obedience, and all insubordination must
be promptly and vigorously quelled, but to humiliate the pris-
oner with unearned indignity simply and solely to glorify impe-
rious authority is an insult to all human progress. It ndeds
only a little war paint in order to drop into its proper rank in
the march of civilization.

The sunshine that is out of 1he reach of every storm pours its
burning rays upon a parched and arid plain, from which is
swept every vestige of animal or plant life, and yet plants
nor animals can long survive on storms as the sole article of

S
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diet. Nor can the higher selfhood of man survive on storms
or sunshine unmixed. Under constant cloudless sunshine he
becomes as barren as the desert waste. Under shrieking storms
that are never hushed he becomes as stolld as the rocks around
which they pour their relentless wrath. The Creator has
intermingled the sunshine and the storms of earth, nor can His
example be ignored in the successful culture or restraint of
men. All selfish and passionate resentment should be elimi-
nated from the management of men, But a firm unilinehing
severity should slumber on the horizon of every field of human
action ablaze with the sunshine of kindness, human and divine,

CHAPEL AND RELIGIOUS SERVICES,

Chapel services, prior to Augusi 11, 1596, were regularly
conducted by the prison chaplain, Rev. J, M. Crocker. Onthe
above date we had the misfortune to lose our chapel and prison
library by fire, since which time no regular services of &
religious character have been possible for the male prisoners.
Chaplain Crocker has, however, delivered a sermon each Sun-
day to the female prisoners in their ward, and a Sabbath school
has also been maintained for their benefit in the conduct of
which the chaplain has had the zealous Assistance of the
Christian ladies of Anamosa.

The loss of our chapel and library impoged many additional
burdens to the arduous duties of the chaplain. The work of
supplying over 600 convicts with pure and wholesome literature,
was of itself no small task, unaided as he was by any appropria-
tion for that purpose; but an appeal to the Christian people of
Iowa, published gratuitously by the newspapers of the state,
was 80 generously responded to that we have had an abundance
of magazines, papers and periodicals to supply our wants in
this direction. In this work we desire to also gratefully
acknowledge the assistance of the endeavorer and temperance
societies of the state. The work of exanining, listing and dis-
tributing this mass of literature, amounting in the sggregate
to many tons, has had the personal supervision of the chap-
lain who has, in addition, been untiring in his devotion to the
welfare of the convicts in many other ways—visiting them in
their cells, writing their letters, comforting them in sickness
and assisting them along all elevating and helpful lines. AsI
have had occasion to state in previous reports, Chaplain
Crocker is a splendid Christian gentleman, and has the con-
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fidence and esteem of the convicts, as well as that of his asso-
ciates, the officers and other members of my stafl. To Deputy
Aundrew I acknowledge my indebtedness for his promptness
and thoroughness in all the details of his trying position. To
all the subordinate officials, the foremen of the various depart-
ments, and to the entire guard force a word of praise is due for
the vigor and promptness with which they have sustained me
in all the trying ordeals of prison management. To the depart- i
ments of state, both legislative and executive, I make grateful ]
recognition of their uniform kindness and valued friendship.
And to an intelligent public I express my sincere thanks for a
widespread interest that is keemly alive to the welfare of
imprisoned humanity.

P. W. MADDEN,
Warden.

' CLERK'S REPORT.




CLERK'S REPORT.

CLERK's OPFICE. Jowa PEN
Hon, P. W, Madden, Warden:

I herewith present you the hionninl'repmo! the finances and
statistics of this institution for the term commencing July 1,
1845, and ending June 80, 1807,

;Enm ARY. t_
ANAMOSA, lowa, June 30, 1897

T. E. PATTERSON,
Clerk,
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EXHIBIT C—CoxTINUED.
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EXHIBIT I—Cosmisuen.
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EXHIBIT O.
RECAPITULATION OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES,




ARCHITECT'S REPORT.

Hon., P W. Madden, Warden:

The construction work done In this prison since you made
your last biennial report has been cut up into more separate
jobs and buildings than ever before in the history of the insti-
tution, and & detailed account of it all would run into a long
and unnecessary story. Briefly, the work may be summed up
as follows:

In the summer of 1885 we were just fairly under way with
the walls of the warden's house and center building. These
walls are now all completed, except the tower and turrets on
the warden's house and the monitor over the guard hall. The
material for the monitor is all on the ground, framed and
ready to erect as scon as we can take down the transfer der-
rick that now passes the cut stone from the prison yard out to
the warden's house. This work required stone of unusual size
and choice quality, and our quarry has been unable to supply
them fast enough to keep this part of the work going, without
stopping other and more important work. The warden's house
can be completed ready for the roof and inside finish during
the coming summer.

The center building is all under roof, finished and occupied,
except the hospital and laundry wing, and even this is ready
for the roof which will be put on, and the finishing up will con-
stitute one of our principal sources of employment for the men
this coming winter. In the finished portion of the center build-
ing we now have our new dining-room, 45x115 feet; kitchen,
48x680 feet; bakery, 28x50 feet; storeroom, 15x50 feet; barber
shop, 16x50 feet; all on the first floor. On the second floor is
the chapel, 46x119 feet, and a visitors’ gallery large enough to
accommodate 150 people; eleven sleeping-rooms for guards,
and & room 30x01 feet, now used as & temporary quarters for
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the tailor shop and clothing. All of the above named rooms
are in a building of fireproof construction, and the prison can
never again be visited with such a serious disaster as it met
with last summer, when its dining-room, kitchen, bakery,
refrigerator, chapel, library, storeroom and tailor shop wen;
all swept out of existence in a few short hours by fire. That
event fully proved the wisdom of the governor and executive

council when they, in 1882, authorized me to change the center -

bullding plans from the wood finish designed by the architect
to a fireproof construction of modera practice,

Our next important work has been our new water works sys-

tem. This consists of a well 2,000 feat deep, which, upon a
teat gave 800 gallons of water per minute for fifteen hours con-
tinuously, without any perceptible lowering of the water in the
well. The water stands within fifty four feet of the surfaze of
the yard and is pumped by the alr lift or pneumstic system, up
into a stand pipe or tauk holding about £0,000 galliors, which is
sot upon a handsome stone tower fifiy feet high. From
this stand pipe we have connected and in use 2,000 feet of six-
inch cast water pipe for mains, and from which branch pipes of
sultable size to carry water to the several buildings and depart-
ments as needed. We also have attached to this main six two
and one-half ineh, double connection, frost-proof fire hydrants
ready for use at any time. The air compressor used is can:
pounded in both the air and steam cylinders to obtain the high-
est possible efficiency and economy in fuel. The water is
excellent, and the system is working very satisfactorily. It is
arranged to pump into stand pipe or direct into the mains, and
we also have a connection with the Avamosa Water company's
lines, thereby insuring the institution against any long loss of
™" Fho work of rebulldiag the & veriing
work of g the burned building and con
it into engine, dynamo, and boiler rooms is well under way, and
‘when completed will be one of the most important jobs done
under your administration, because it gives us the chance to put
the boiler room next to the railroad tracks, where it always
should have been, to save all wheeling of coal. Now the
coal will be unloaded right in front of the boilers and put under
cover at one handling. Coal unloaded upon the ground and left
‘oxposed to the weather suffers a continual loss in heat units
that amounts to many dollars in the course of a year, therefore
it will be a saving in two ways.
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The entire heat, lighting power, cooking and pumping
machinery used to run (he institution is now being centralized
and remodeled in first-class shape. The new direct connected
engine and dynamo are of the latest and most approved type, of
ample size to meet the increase in the demand for lights in the
new buildings under course of construction. The cld
light plant is to be moved too, snd placed in readiness for imme-
diate service in case of any mishap to the new apparatus.
Another important feature gained is the using of all the exhaust
steam from the electric light engine, shop engine, fan engine,
and air compressor engine to heat the buildings. This we were
never able {o do before, owing 1o their bing so widely scattered
and disconnected from the heating system of the prison. The
new departore will mean the saviog of two low pressure heat-

ing boilers and the fuel it took to run them.

Our new sixteen: foot rotary bake oven is another item of our
construction that has proven very satisfactory in its operation
and & great improvement in capacity, labor-saving, and safety
over our old oven.

To carry on the consiruction work the mext two years will
require appropristions as follows.

North cell house .......oneee W L L T TR serssnansiacss 0,000

To complote warden's BOUSE ... e B0
hmpm-wmndlmﬁy..... I T 2,000
For contingont asd repalr ... ... amives lg

TolRl....ooonnmeen coes B BRSO

The last item is one that must be strongly urged before the
appropriation committes, and when allowed must be carefully
expended to enable you o cover the demands that will come up
for it, owing to the steady and rapid growth of this institution,
and the consequent increase in wear and tear that must be made

from this fund. The other estimates are based on present
low pricesof material, snd areonly what will actuslly be required
to furnish employment to your men for the next two years.
OurpmvlwpoMoinhnsforwm wao really need, and no
more, has been adhered to in this estimate, and it will take
every dollar asked for to keop your men employed and accom -
plish the work that should be done in the next blennial period.

Respectfully yours,
J. Praxk BARNES,
Architect and Master Mechanic.






CHAPLAIN'S REPORT.

ANAMOSA PENITENTIARY
Axamosa, lows, June 80, lﬁ? }
To Warden P, W. Madden:

HoNoRED AND DEAR Sir—In submitting to you my third
biennial report, [ am forcibly reminded of the i d difi-
culties and burdens that were thrust upon us all in consequence
of the prison fire of last August. But, while the last year has
been, for some of us, the hardest year in prison, yet upon the
head of this institution fell the accumulated weight of all these
burdens and cares. The rapid, resistless fiames swept away at
one stroke the chapel and library, shoe and tallor shops,
kitchen, laundry and dining-room, together with sll their furni-
ture, stores and supplies, thus leaving your ‘‘boys" with only
the clothes they had on, and not a mouthful of food inside the
walls; and yet, from that hour to this, not & man has gone
hungry or cold for tha want of food, clothing or care. Besides
providing for these clamoring wants, there was added the great
burden of hurrying to completion and equipment the various
departments under construction, the need of which the prison
fire bad rendered imperative. And it is but an act of common
justice that I record my profound appreciation of the prompt-
ness, patience and thoroughness with which all these trying
details were met.

mm SERVICE

for the men was interrupted by the prison fire; and for ten
months I have only been able to preach one sermon on Lord's
day, this to the female department; so that for nearly a year 1
have conformed to the rule that obtains at our other prison,
and most of the prisons in other states, and I have preached
only one sermon on Sunday instead of two, which was our cus-
tom for the four years before the fire.
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THE LIBRARY

was practically an entire loss; but our appeal to & generous
public met such & prompt and vigorous response that we have
been enabled to convert the cell-house into & reading-room; and
80 the tedious interim between our lost library and the possi-
bility of & new one has bheen bridged over by the friends of
humanity. Each span in that beautiful bridge is ablaze with
the sunlight of earth's brightest civilization. To a wise and
generous public we express our sincere gratitude. To the
editors of Iows, snd some beyond the state limits, whose
philanthropy knows no boundary lines, we uncover our heads
in recognition of splendid abilities keenly alive to the intorests
of our common humanity.

FLOWER MISSION

Is observed each year, under the leadership of the Woman's
Christian Temperance union. Their tireless enorgies falter not
in this beautiful tribute to womanly tenderness and seal. Surely
no man is the worse for a brief companionship with the flowers.

SPRAYS OF HOLLY,

Under the direction of Miss Bolle Powers, state prison sec-
rotary of the lowa Christian Endeavor, sprays of holly were
sont and distriboted on two successive Christmas occasions.
To each spray was attached some encoursging sentence from
the word of God, This service is a beautiful testimonial to a
sincere earnestoess so thoughtful and pure. Each spray with
its blood red berries, with its leaves of evergreen armed with
sharpened thorns, was an index finger pointing to the only
rescue of the lost. Each ove of those bosutiful sprays soemed
to be saying, *‘the price of immortality is & crown of thorns.”

EASTER LETTERS,

Under the same leadersh'p, porsonal letters were written to
ench prisoner, to be delivered on Easter day. Six hundred of
these white-winged messengers floated toward this realm of
shadows on that occasion of gladness and song. Many of these
letters were like a fragrant breath hu-shrmm

over the billowy deop to the island of Remorse, strewn with
the wreckage of the savage sea, and where the breakers surge
and moan
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PRISON SUNDAY SCHOOL.

Among the unselfish laborers for imprisoned humanity, the
tircless efforts and untlagging seal of our Sunday school work-
ers command our admiration and esteem. These come not to
us for recreation from the avenues of idleness. They come
from the busier walks of Christian life in the various churches
to which they belong. This fact adds to the value of their
work and enhances our approciation of the workers.

VOICES FROM THE CELLS.

By & system of inquiry that admits of no suspleion of any
coercion or constraint, 1,000 men unite in the following testi-
mony: Fifty per cent orphans; 85 per cont lost either father
or mother before reaching the age of 21; 15 per cent was left
without eitter father or mother; 70 per cent left home before
the age of 21; about 10 per cent less mortality of the mothers
than the fathers; 20 per cent were of Catholic extraction: 62
per cent of Protestant; 15 per cent of the ** Topsy " type—ihoy
“‘just growed.” Thirty-eight per cent of the prisouners had
formerly been members of some church, Protestant or Catho-
lic; but a colored boy from the south I think struck the key-
note when he said, ' Ob course I was not a very good Christisn,
or I wouldn't be heah.” Twenty per cent attended church; 85
per cent gambled; 64 per cent visited saloons or other drinking
resorts; per cent drank oceasionally; 86 per cent moder.
ately, and 10 per cent habitually; and 48 per cent ascribe their
downfall to rum.

COLD FAOTS.

The following table presonts the number of persons convicted
in the couris of lows, and sent to the penitentiary, in the
several biennial periods in the last quarter of a century. The
Mdmh«hmkhdgudmunnmwi«l:

o 07

C e B

This array of stubborn facts I submit to a candid public.
‘The calm involcs of crime by the courts of the state is before us.
It reveals the unwelcome truth that eriminality increased dur-
ing the seventies, at the ratio of one to three. It outran the
increase in the geueral population nearly five to one. But it




T PENITENTIARY AT ANAMOSA. {41

went limping and hobbling, rearing and plunging through the
eighties, lost its record and scored an ignominious defeat.

But they say that the penitentiary horse has been under
treatment by some of the best veterinarians in the state or out
of it; that he has been scientifically doctored and groomed,
carefully trained, and entered the race of the nineties in
splendid trim. At all events, in this closing heat of the century,
he has already passed the half way limit and is scoring a victory
that promises to eclipse all former records.

OUR CRIMINAL POPULATION.

According to the tenth census, the United States in the year
1650 had a general population of 28,191,676, and a prison popu-
lation of 6,787, And in 1880 had a general popnlnionod' 560,155,
768, and & prison population of 58,609,

It will be seen that the general population. substantially,
doubled itself in this period of thirty years, while the prison
population actually multiplied itself by eight. Or, in other
words, eriminality is increasing four times as fast as the popu-
lation. I acknowledge no blood relation to the pessimist, and
yel there is something in the situation that to me is profoundly
significant. With these cold, stubborn facts looking us sternly
in the face, it is futile to listen to the vaporings of the fair
woather prophet. It [s an hour for sober thought. Our own
nation, standing at the zeaith of earthly progress and attain-
ment, records the fact that cur criminal population is outrun.
ning the general population, four to one. With » population of
sixty millions, we can boast of over sixty thousand prisoners,
And it is estimated that only about one in five of the really
guilty are brought to justice. The two penitentiaries of our
state may be nccepted ns a

THERMOMETER OF CRIME.

With their trembling hands they peict to the array of cold
facts slumbering in the archives of thestate. They point to &
notable period when the increase of crime received a severe
check—1888 to 1889, In this period prohibition found its way
into the constitution and statutes of the state, and was partially
enforced. At the end of that period of six years, the Invoice
showed a slight decrease in the prison population of the state.
Then came the reaction that was expressed at the polls in
November, 18580. From that hour to this the increase of crime
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in our state is simply appalling. On the 80th day of June,
1886, there were incarcerated in the two penitentiaries of the
state 604 prisoners. On the 80th day of June, 1597, the number
had swilled 10 1,145,

Tows has uttered its clamorous plea for ‘‘Gods like the
nations around us.” And they are here with all their destruc-
five potency. And if our nation become confirmed worshipers
of Bacchus, it will be burled in the same graveyard with the
nations that worshiped him and died: nations, whose shapelass
ruins are reared up as milestones on the great thoroughfare to
distruction. But I cannot divest myself of & firm beliaf in the
intelligence and integrity of our great commonwealth, and 1
esnnot balieve that the people of our great state and nation will
uot yet arise in the assertion o! thelr supreme prerogatives of
rulership snd veto the dictates of this impudent usurper; snd
with united strength deal a death blow to this fell destroyer of
our homes and our hopes.

THE PENAL INSTITUTIONS

of the state or nation may not be entirely faullless as an instru-
ment from which to estimate our bearings on the storm. tossed
#ea of human life. The needls may be swayed by local attrac:
tlons, and yet, tw stolidly ignore its silent warnings is sheer folly
and madness.

Wrong-doing Is the fatal peril reated up in the billowy path-
way of the nations. It hns dug the grave of every nation that
has perished. A nation of robbers is simply an organized pro-
oassion celebrating its own funeral orgies. Thisgrim, remorse-
less monster has snatel ed the crown from the templos
of human grestness. The fairest face of human beauty he
despoils and scatters ite disheveled locks amid the foum
Whither floats our fair Columbia® With swelling sails and
streaming banners it proudly cuts the foam. It chullenges our
sdmiration and applause, It invites wisdom and heroism in lts
defense und guidance. Will it miss the ragged rocks that rise
up to dispute its pathway through the stormy scas? Rocks
clothed in mists and rayless darknoess, upon which the mighty
empires of earth have crashed into hopeless ruins, Whither
points the hand on the disl of our progress? This Is a question
of thrilling moment to the philanthropist and the statesman, to
the patriot and the Christian.

4
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THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST

is the supreme agency of moral reform in prison and in the wide
world. It was assailed in its infancy by the allied forces of
religious intolerance, the blindness of unbelief, and the spears
of an army upon which * the sun, then, never wont down,” and
yet, it dissolved the mists of superstition; it quenched the fires
of persecution by the blood of its martyrs; it silenced the bat-
teries of unbelief by the calm logic of a holy life; it snatched
the scepter from the bloody hand of the last universal empire.

The gospel of Christ has clothed the naked savage with the
garments of civilized life. 1t has smitten the darkness of the
dark ages and transformed it into morning light. 1t has robbed
the cannibal of his appetite for human flesh. It has dethroned
cruelty. It has stricken the shackles of bondage from the
slave. Ithas tamed the wild passions of the human heart. It
brings sunshine into the homes made desolate by sin. It
touches the cheek of manhood, and it blooms into radiant man-
liness. It touches the garments of womanhood and they flash
in the snowy splendors of stainless purity. It touches the
sleeping islands of the sea and they awake to songs of trium-
phant joy. It tonches civil government, and it blazes into
grandeur. It touches prison walls and they blossom into sun-
shine. It smites the gates of death and they are clothed in the
radiance of immortality. The gospel of Christ is the strength
of the living, the solace of the dying, and the sheet-anchor of
hope to the nation.

In closing, allow me to express my sincera gratitude for your
unwavering kindness to me and your prompt and vigorous
assistance in every effort in behalf of this people. I desire,
also, 10 voice my appreciation of Deputy Andrew for his kind-
ness and his vital interest in the higher welfare of imprisoned
humanity, and to all the officials and employes of the prison T
tender my cordial thanks for their uniform couriesy and man-
liness. Most respectfully,

3 z J. M. CROCKER.
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT.

Hon, . W. Madden, Warden State Penitentiary, Anamsa, lowa:

Sit—Daring the last biennial period four different physicians
had charge of the medical depariment of this institution. Dr.
L. J. Adair, from June 30, 1805, until March B1, 1598; Dr.
Dwigln. Sigworth, from April 1, 1808, until his death, August
9, 1806; Dr. H. W, Sigworth as temporary physician, from
August 9th, until Octaber 81, 1880, Oa November 1, 1898, 1
assuined charge as physician, My report will be confined to
the records made by my predecessors, and such facts and con-
clusions as result from personal observation,

1 find thet during the last biennial term—

Tha rof now pri Ty

» ¥ pliysiciag was Blainiira ==
The number of patioots placed (o hoxpital for trealment wak . ... ..o oon. T
The of disel trom o - 40

The uumberof paticots tn bospltal on June B0, 809, was. . .. ...
‘I'In!'l::nl number of applications st dally slek call for mediosl or -uiﬁ*ﬂ: u;f

The above does not include cases treated in the wards of the
department for the insane or the women's ward, or those pre-
seribed for after the regular daily sick call.

The number of important surgical operations performed was
twenty-five. Believiog it in barmony with your policy, and for
the best interests of the public, that every conviet be in good
physieal condition to perform the labor required here and to
earn an honest living when released, 1 have given all appli.
cants the benefit of surgery; having performed eighteen major
surgical operations, and a large number of minor ones of which
no record is made on inmates here, within the past six months,
In each and every case the operation has been successful and
the patient completely cured or greatly benfited.
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LIST OF DEATHS IN HOSPITAL FROM JULY 1, 1563, TO JUNE 80, 1897, INOLUBIVE-

]
=
: NAME. DIED, DIFEABE. RECKIVED FROM.
A
1750 | Jamos Konnedy, ..| Tubdarculosis...| Injnnmunl for Insane.
B0 ... | Puralysis Muln n.
ft) - | Typhold fover.) Main prison.
063 Parnlysis Maln prison.
B heroul .| Maln prison.
2088 | Thonns Hown Hemorrhage of
| = wels.... Mala prison.
3004 | 0. P, Walls... .. .| Tuberon los Fenitent’y at Ft. Madison
BMA | Albert Shafer, . N i Bhenm'le fov'r| Main prison.
A | George W. Harrls, 1, 17| Innnition.......| Penltent'y st Fi. Madison
1952 | Morrls Van Hulssel L 180T | Grippe ........ Department for [nsanes.
62 | Uharles Oasper, ar. 18, 1897, .| Val n'l-'rllilh;“ Rai
s of e win prison.
2000 | Danfel J, Bvans. . .......| May 18, 16897..| Valvular dis-
DAL ease of hnart! Maln prison,

MORTALITY RECORD.

The total number of deaths during the biennial term is
twelve. This is a very low rate of mortality, lower than that
of the prisons of any adjoining state. Three of the deaths were
of the criminal insane, a class where the death rate is always
high. Two others were men transferred here from the peni-
tentiary at F't. Madison in the last stagesof incurable diseases,
simply to die within a few days after being received 1f we
deduct these cases the death rate of this prison is much lower
than any prison on record.

DEPARTMENT FOR THE INSANE.

The number of insane received in this department during the
biennial period is fourteen. Ten of these werae received by
transfer from the prison at F't. Madison, the other four by
transfer from this prison, having become insane here. Nine of
the insane have been restored to reason and discharged or
returned to the main prison to serve sentence. One whose
sentence expired wes released and placed in charge of his
father by order of the governor of the state. Three deaths
occurred among the insane, all from chronic diseases of long
standing.

The total number of insane in this department on June 80,
1807, is thirty-two—all males. Of these, twenty became insane
at the F't. Madison penitentiary and were received here by
transfer; eleven became insane in this penitentiary, and one was
received by {ransfer from the state hospital for insane at Clar-
inda. Nearly all are cases of long standing and incurable. We
cannot hope for many recoveries or long lives among them.

187.] REPORT OF THE PHYSICUIAN. 58

They have clean roomy quarters, sufficient clothing, plenty of
good healthy food, are kindly treated and given exercise in the
open air and sunlight daily when weather permits, and they
seem in as good physical condition as is possible under existing
circumstances.

FEMALE DEPARTMENT.

No deaths have occurred in this department, The health of
the inmates is fully up to the average standard. The ward is
kept clean, neat, and in good sanitary condition.

MAIN PRISON.

The health of inmates here has been remarkably good. This
1 attribute largely to sanitary conditions, the cleanliness
required, and your policy of requiring only & reasonable amount
of labor {rom any, sud that the work is performed in the open
air or well ventilated shops or apartments, All have sufficient
clothing. The supply of plain, healthy food hu.s been ample,
the variety sufficient, and the cooking good. Bince the com-
pletion of the deep well and water tank, the supply of clear
cold water has been ample, adding much to the comfort and
convenience of all. The water ﬂ:ilu; this well lh.::.loﬂ be u::e
lyzed by acompetent chemist and all its properties known, so
::ly a'viil oursl:vea of the good and avoid or eliminate the inju-

us if any exist.
m‘l‘:m hui{ding! for the insane, the-cell house, kitchen and din-
ing room are all in good sanitary condition, clean, and kept in
good order. The prison grounds are in as good condition as is
practicable during the season of repairing and building.

Very respectfully submitted, with thanics for the many favors
shown and sssistance given in caring for the siclk under care of

this dep . Wa. T. McKay,
Prison Physician.



54 PENITENTIARY AT ANAMOSA. [

ANamosa, Towa, September 27, 1507,
BTaTE OF lowa, |

County oF Jongs, | 5
I, P. W. Madden, warden of the penitentiary st Anamosa,
lowa, on my ocath state that the foregoing report of affairs of
the penitentiary for the thirteenth biennial period, from July
1, 1895, to and including June 80, 1897, is true and correctly
taken from the books of this institution.
P. W. Mabpex,

Warden,

Bubsoribed and sworn to before me and in my presence by
P. W. Madden, the 27th day of September, 1807, Witness my
Mmmmumm-nmnmmm

tioned.

T. E. PATTERSON,
Notary Public in and for Jones County.






