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REPORT. 

To llitt Rr,~//tncv, F. M. lJ,•a~ Governor of lowa: 
Srn-We, the commls~loners of tho Iowa Hospital tor the 

Insane at Cherokee, beg leave to submit the following report: 
In pursuance to authority granted by the Twenty-fifth Gen­

eral Assembly, your commissioners on the 18th ot Decem­
ber, 1895, preps.rod proposals for grading, excavating and fur. 
uishlng materials and constructing the foundations and base­
ments for the adminiHtralion building, tho rear center building 
and the three sections, A, B and C, of tho south wing and sec­
tions A, B and C of the north wing, and corridors connecting 
the same, for said Cherokee hospital 

Said proposals wore duly advertlaod for the period of thirty 
days, as prescribed by law, in tour dally papers publlAhod In the 
state and for the samo period in two papers published out of the 
state. 

Bidb were received. opened and read Feb'.'U&ry 18, lb96, in 
pre"8nce of the full board. 

The contract was let to J. F. Atkinson & Bro., of Marshall­
town, tor the sumo( seventy-six thousand dollars (t-70.000). 

On the IOtb of Decembor, 1896, the work was turnod over to 
the commission with addlUonal cost of f.!160.56 to contract price, 
as cortitled to by the architect u being correct In regard lo 
cutaln changee in the COlllltraction. 

The work was received and i-ettlod for, less five hundred dol­
lars (f:'>U()J retained by the commission until April, lb97, as 
guarantee •gains\ dan,age from frost. 

We d&1lre to aay that the foundation of Sioux Falls J111per is 
a model of excellence and not surpassed by any building in the 
state 

Proposals for eN!Cllng and lnclosinf( the superstructure were 
duly advertised !or In accordance with law, and on Decomber 1, 
1896, bids were opened and read. Owing to the fact that two 
hundred and fifty thouaand dollars (t-2~0,000) of lb~ appropria­
tion was not available until the yeara 1~9-. and J"99 your com­
miaaion wu fortunale In being able t.o let the contract, pa7• 
ments to be made u the mone7 became due to Butlor-R7an 
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company of St. Paul. By so doing we have saved money for 
tho state and gained two years' time in the completion of the 
work. 

The amount of said contract on the superstructure Is three 
hundrC'd and ilve thousand one hundred and seventy-three dol­
lars (~3u5,173), to be completed by December 1, 1898; but we are 
now assured tha t the work will be turned over to the eommis• 
sion by May 1, 1898. This amount includes the supervisors' 
buildings in a supplemental contract made after the commission 
were satisfied the appropriation would be suftl.cientafter paying 
other inci<lental expenses. 

'l'he resignation of Maj. E. H. Conger, as a member of the 
commission, Wll6 seni t.o your excellency in ,June, and Hon. 
L. L. Kellogg, of Sioux City, was duly commissioned to fill said 
vacancy and was chosen treasurer of the board. 

We feel that It bas been economy tor the state to push 
forward the work in the manner abJve recited and the next 
legislature should make sufficient appropriatio~ to complete 
and furnish the hospital ready for occupancy by 1900. 

Without casting any rollection, we wish to call attention to 
~e fact that the other hospitals were built section a.ta time, as 
it were, consumlllg thirty-eight years for .Mt. Pleasant, twenty• 
elgM years for lndopendence and fourteen years for Ola.rinds. 

With these institutions crowded beyond their capacity and 
1,500 1Dsane In tho poorhouses of the state, can this common• 
wee.Ith now afford to be parsimonious in providing tor the ca.re 
of these unfortunates? 

We hope the next legislature will go forward. The chari­
table institutions o! the stato rank with ibe best in the land. 
The responsibility ot each legislator is greater than in year,; 
past. The population is increasing and tho institutions of th .. 
state need more watchh.l care. 

On business principles, a.side from any humane sentiment 
a.n e?oorpriso ot this kind should be completed a.s rapidly ,.;. 
~ss1blo, and for this purpose we a.sk the following appropris• 
tions to complete the two wings and central buildings of this 
hospital a.~ now under roof, a.nd for bea.t, light and power plant, 
~Ith_ nece~sary outbuildings and requisite eqllipment and fur• 
msbmgs to put the buildings in condition for occupancy. 
PlMteriug aod ma.eoo work------·------··· __ ........................ -• 5-t,000 
Carpenter WOl'k aod painting ................................................... 44,000 

::!b~:! :::1!e!:i:~;::.:::: .............. .............................. 2t: 
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Be.atiog u:d veo\.llatinr apparatua ..................................... •·• l?ij,000 
Ele•atoN and dumb waltert ................................... ............. u••·· 6,000 
\Vater tani:8, cJat.oroe, piplor,et.c. ............................................. 9,000 
!loller. ooal, and power boot&. ■moke 1t.&0k aod '-uaaelt.......... .. 26,000 
Laundry bulldlDr, cow and bone barua, •ereLable cellar, and 

1laurbter bouM . .....•...................... -·· ....•..... ··· ·· · ·· 30,000 
Power,elec\rloUfbt.&od rofrla:eratlni pl&at.1 and laundry maeblner7 60,000 

Toi.al............. .. ......................... ·· ·············l:!i9,000 

The above amounts are from 'estimates furnished by our 
&rchiteets, Josselyn & Taylor, ot Cedar Rapids. We purchased 
the 240 seres ot land upon which the sta.te ha.cl an option, as 
provided by the appropriation ma.de by the ~enty-sixth Gen• 
era.! Assc-mbly, making 600 seres for the hospital farm. 

The commission will have full possession of the farm March 
1 11-98 and we desire to state tbst a committee bas been 
&~point'~d to rent the land for a poriod of two years, excepting 
so much as will be used for building purposes, also reserving 
6.vescrus for nursery grounds, to bo used in starting evergreens, 
plants, shrubbery, etc., for the use of the Institution. 

We invlto your Inspection ot the work now in progress, in 
person, or by committees duly a.ppolllted for that purpo~e, and 
also call stti>ntion to the ilenorsl plan of tho institution for the 
purpose for which It is designed. 

When completed it will surpass our other ho~pitals In the 
matter of light, ventilation, and perfect s,-curity trow fire. 

We desire to commend the honest, careful, and vigilant man• 
n<"r in which our a.rcbltects and superintendent of construction, 
R. A. Lewis, have discharp,1 their duties In looking after the 
interWlt ot the ,tste in the construction ot this building. In 
auch construction the statute bas been complied with as fully 
&S pn1.Ctlcable. The contract provid<>s for a. fireproof building. 
A JI mat<•rlal used was of the best quality. Iron joiata were 
used with hollow tile for fireproofing. The walls a.re built of 
good hard brick, with stone trimmings. The a.dmlnlatra.tion 
bulldiog Is roofed with Lud\vicl tile, sod the sect.ions of the 
wings with best Bangor slate. 

Signed• JED LAKE, 
L. L. KELLOGG, 

WH.I.IA~I G. K&NT, 

B. A. GILMAN, M. D , 
GEtlSHOM H. H1LL, M. D., 

FRANK C. HOYT, M. D. 
JJQOrd of Cbmmi_,... 




