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Too often girls, who sl an early age have boen placed In our institution
for shelter and support, after Leing eared for by the state until they arrive
st promising yosng womanhood, are claimed by disreputable motbers and
dragged down to a life of misery snd disgrace. If full legal control were
given to the trustees of our institution to place such children in good
homes, sither by indentare or adoption, when they are small, they would
escape the daoger of vicloos Influences of relatives who often claim them
when they are at the age of 16 and we can no longer keep theni, and we
mre powerless to interfere.

To ald us In this important part of our work, we ask you to recommend
4o the next legialature the passage of a law, whereby ohildren abandoned
by parents, children in homes of vice, houses of prostitution, dance halls,
and gambling resorts may be rescned, and their custody be placed under
the legal control of the offiesrs of this Institution until they arrive at thelr
majority.

Most of the western states have such a law, and where it bas been in
force a number of years many innoeent chlldren have boen rescued and
transferred 1o good homes; and the fear of the emforeement of this law
has been Lthe means of less nbuse of children. Should sueh a law ba
passed, It need not necessarily interfere with the laws now in foree by
which childron are recelved and discharged, bot could be made use of In
lmstances where the present law fails

We would also eall your sitention to the fact that ehildren less than
10 years of age, too young to realize the meaning of erlme, or to know
wight from wrong, are sent 1o the reform schools of the state by county
ofcisls, in order to place the cost of the support of thelr indigent children
mpon the state, thereby placiog upon the state a burden which belongs to
Ahe county. A glanee at the reports of our reform schools, showing &
large percentage of their lnmates to be from 7 to 10 years of nge,
will prove the importance of a law which will protect Innocent children

and place the responsibility of their care nnd support where it belongs,

A lurger ber of ehildren has been ndmitted and a larger number
/has been dlscharged and placed in homes during this last blennial period
dhan during any other in the history of the institution. Owur excellent
sehools and the industrial depart Ly blished, hare been of
great halp in preparing our children 1o fill places in homes aceeptably:
snd we are convinced that if lnws were ennoted giving the officers of our
Institution fuller authority over the dispossl of children, nad if county
officials who make appliestion for the ndmission of child wonld make
an effort Lo secure par ' and gusrdians' for thelr chi 1o ba
placed in good homes, our institation could receive, prepars, and place in
-axcellent homes twice ss many children as we now do, without ineressing

AFPROFPIRIATIONS,

L given us by the last general assembly have been

axpandad for the parposes for which they were intended, snd while they

much less than our urgent needs required they havs placed us npon

& better plane, and given us better facllities for earrylag on oor work than
we have had before.
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LAND

It has been found practicable and wise to gpive the Agricaltural t’o-!lam;
at Ames, where the sona of well-to-do men can be taught the Maut’n:'
farming, & large tract of land All other ‘ni.‘i‘:““h. of the state, W

made use of, have large nreas of lan
I“'I!:::nn:: doubly 1mp-;rum to give the indigent boys of the -mw,::
opportunity not only 1o help support themselves, bul Lo give l.hul;:: v‘ 3
tlel knowledge of ooe of the mast promising branches of Lowa ‘n! .u- ry
Saversl Lracts In our vieinily san now be purchased st a ressosabis hm
but as the demand incresses will socn be too valuable to be lwu:“h poel
farm purposes. We most earnestly urge s one of our greatest O
appropriation for land

COTTAGKS

| arranged snd poorly
4ill have seven cottajes of one slory, i

uu‘l‘;:ll‘d '!:M noed of more room, the comfort and henlth of the nhlldr::
require that they be ralsed to corrsspond with Whe others already impro
and enlarged.

MALL AND OYMNASTM,

jum, nor any place
Our iostitution has peithor chapel, hall, gymnas
whc:: all our chiliren cun be gathered logether, outaids Mww;:a:‘;
room. Our schoolhouse hmmmﬂlwmn::;lw. o‘..nm
jpasin A hall which would be large enoug accomodn

gu'dnn :gmll, needed fur mapy purposes, such sa !uu;r?;:'vm
leotures, entertnlnments, exhibitions, snd xo forth. We h?n N o
l. lnnl:m‘lcﬂpnput;‘ juesthed to our sevon ¥ -
- by Baxter Whiting, of Unawa Auﬂl‘dw-ﬂlh‘-‘m made
mﬂdmwshﬂdh‘,ﬂhnﬂnﬂwm hiting bequest

bolldiag will, we
it will require #6,280. Saying we are without mb: e s

AEFALR AND CONTINGENT FUSD.

i jon baildi have an ‘uln-«lmim.a::;
which been bullt more than twenty years Repalrs
‘-dl:.twhh‘h v:.ll.;mln connlderable cost, durlng the naxl twa ,-:;

mudﬁhm“mwm .xplulloflnunlplllg homes

enrried Instivation.
Our sewernge has alwn; boen nto & oreek aeir the lnw

Lid iy

This ereel mus 1 milen gh where cows #ré

which supply e itk for the eily of Davenport. “Tha bowrd of haalth of
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invalve Fﬂnnidlrrnl!!& expense.  The setion of the eity board of health is
imperntive in the matter, and an appropristion which will cover the cost
is important

FURKITURE.

Our farniture, in constant use with a family of between five and six
hundred persons, soon gets worn and dilapidated, and requires replacing
LINRARY,

Oar library, ope of the prineipal and most
. profitable means of | -
ing and edneating the children, hus been muoch used, and the bonk?:::l;
worn, From the lHbrary fond juvenile rs and "
ri
which are read with moch intsrest and ;:I;l.. ok ek =
INDUSTHIAL BUILDING.
The larger part of our industrial buildin;
£ is oconpied by the girls, leay-
ing only the basement for the boys  Our industrial work, whle::ﬁhn bee:
carried on under difficulties for the want of room, has been of such a sat-
il:nctory nod pleasing character that we more fully realize the importance
:: nnother building, to be used by the boys exclusively. In this bulldiog,
f one is given us, the boys will be employed in blacksmithing, wnenle:-
work and tin worl and such other branches of industry as will help them
when they go out to do for themselves,
WATERTANK.
Our water supply comes to us from the eit;
¥ ¥ water-works through o si
inch main over 8 mile in length. The water hasn force back :fsit u:;i':
clent for u fire pressure at all times, The constant strain on our plumbing,
and the great waste of water, which s paid for sccording to the qnlntlly.
used, In‘nlcu our water supply expensive, A water-tank which would hold
& week's supply wounld be & profitable investment, as we could use gravity
pressure and suve many expensive repalrs snd much waste
We oall your attention to our most p i i t d in

the orde will re
el ro[thel.r importance, and hope they will receive your approl"ll:

o raistes o Smmeing v CoMMERY : iom
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REFORT.

To the Honorable Roard of Trustees of the Towa Soldiers’ Orpbany’ Home
and Home for Indigent Children:

I have the pleasare herewith to submit for your considerntion the slx-
teenth blennial report of the Home of which you are the homored trustecs,
eovering tho period from July 1, 1805, to Jano 30, 1897, Inclusive,

Through the two years just closed the home has enjoyed a period of
aninterrupted prosperity and of marked sucoess in altaining the objects
for which it was designed, Thers have been onred for in the home during
this period 710 children. This means that they havk not oply been fod and
slothed, but trained and edueatod, both in sehool and in industrial pursuits,
and thus better propared to go out lnto the homes where they are to be
placed. The Home hos & more exalted and humane purpose than stmply
making it a place of detention where children can be beld until some dis-
position is made of them. The atate has wisely provided that they shall

remain at lenst one year, with o view that they may recelve such training
and discipline as shall in every way make them more desirable members al
fnmities in which 1t s the nitimate abject of the home to place thewm. To this
end n well equipped school with s compatant corps of Leachars 1 maintained,
which consists of a kindergarten and primury snd :rnnmnrduh:;!:::;?;
first nine s of public school work; so Lhat onr gra gy
‘,‘l‘i:a“w enter n:r::lm r:ga seliaols of the atate. 1n sddition to this there
have boen prianized during the last two yenraneveril Industrial doparimonts
whore ehlldren who are old enough are given somo Kind of mapanl training.
It is becoming more and more apparent, asthe years Fo by, that the wohools
of the country are not dolng for {ta youth what ls most Important for their
subsequent welfare in confining thelr efforta to their Intelloctunl ﬂl‘nll}{
alome, 1t in realized that training in somo kind of handiersft is ‘mpoﬂl:'
and quite essential to their future prosparity. Espaclally s this mu:
those whose succosss s to depend upon the labor of thole hands, sod in 8
home of d ¢ ehildren this ls largely the case. The praviston slready
made for the industriasl tralaing of ehildren here, | regard & move o the
right direetion wnd one that will be found of grest sdvantage 10 ‘h':
when they go out from here. As mune¢h can not be expooted from md
1 i limiting 14 to boys snd girla under 16 sod 10 years o

training

limit mﬂrﬁn-inmhnmu&hwgbum
m&:::: ::uht age; yet many will aeguire o degres of skl in
ﬂumn"mﬁnﬂdhmmmpm.ndmwmI-rahhlll
of Industry that will be of untold value to them when they go out to da
for themnelves. The girls’ deportment is amnple and well equipped for the
industries that they pursue, bt for the boys o separate apartment has
been provided, though they pumber about 100 mors than the glrla. WU'
mmﬁﬁﬁmmmmmhmmamwum.wu
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building for thair shop work. In the work provided for both girls and boys
it has been the aim to employ them in & way, so far ns possible, suited 1o
their choles, snd that would give them training and skill in doing those
things that they would most likely be called upon to do when they leave
the home; at the same time the work has been planned and the children so
employed as o best serve the needs of the institution. Boys are employed
npon the farm, In the bakery, engine room, and oar cabinet and carpenter
shop, where nearly all of-our repairing is done and many of our lmproves
ments are made. The girls alternately work in the tailor shop, dress mak
Ing department, cooking school, and laundry, and about the balldings, so
that they get a pretty falr knowledge of various kinds of domestle work,
the alder classos spending one-hall day in school and the other half in their
industrial trainiog  This is secomplished with po pecessnry detriment to
thelr sehool work, as the lessons of the half-day classes ure prepared vut of
suhool and principally In the evenings
While this feature of cur work has been in operation less than two
years, | think its femsibility and practical utility bave been so far demon-
sirated as to Justify the expenditures made pnd warrant the same ample
provisions for careying on the work with the boys as have been made for
the girls.
The school dopartment bas been thoroughly and eficlently carried om,
and the results plished ns bly satisfactory as could be
expected where children are entering and dropplog out of their classes at
all times of the year. The work in vocal music has been » feature that is
especially gratifylog, and the manuver in which the ehlldren read musle
nnod sing Is & joy to the child th Ives aod u pl to sll who hear
them. There have boen regularly ten teachers, including music and kin-
dergarten teachers. The schools closed with an average membership of
470 nnd an average attendance of 471 T'his is oo Inereanc in membership
of thi and ln attend of fi over that at the close of school
in 1596, The avernge membershlp per room was fifty-two and nine-tenths
and of attendsnce fifty-iwo and Lhree-tenths puplls. 1o the first primary
there wis an sttendsnce of sixty-one, in the second primary seventy-ane,
and in the third primary fifty-eight. These numbers are greater than any
one tencher should berequired to instructand more than one can do justios
to. If the number the coming year should be as great, which seems prob-
able, | should sdvise the employ of h b The school
‘building contains only eight rooma designed for session rooms, but 1 think
one of the rooms Intended for recitation rooms can be utilized for smaller

A rolig orvice in held lly on Supday aft , whioh some of
the ministers or laity of the eity, who are luvited, conduet, and in addition
1o thix some slmple torm of worship is held each evenlng in the cottages

Thus it will be observed that, while the intellectual instruction of the
ehildron s well provided for, their moral aod religiouns training s of n
wm-ﬂ%ﬂuhﬁuﬁummmm

istlan priocipl ptable to every one, and that will not prejodice
sny agalast thelr adopted religlous faith.

In the lust two years tweniy-three have been graduated from the

course of study and recolved

o
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Aside from Aheir school studiss the children are encournged u-::do
books from the Tibrary, drawn for them Uy thelr matrons. 'rhhry u;‘ e
clate thin opportunity and seafl themaelves of iv wit ph:-m e
-‘\?Wnr- A considerable number of periodicals and papers ar= & e
:i:-:d to each eoltage, ndapted tothe tasies '”"“5".‘:‘1:.7.5.‘?;:‘ o
not suress
:::T::::: ;M:m:;;‘muumml of enltivating s habit of good
s or the reereation of the ehibiron,
e “P‘Pdo:::‘l“l;y:t-llumh:w:l: with play and amusemont I‘ld:;o
- I::::: l:nth.n Home the most enjoyable posaibile for tha little m;:: uwm:
ik stances, A military company has been erganised e
b g 1y same sixty or sevenly of the older boys are n‘nroﬂu e
g ;oud anit under the efieleat direotion of Captain T ::d.
v “uh'rl:do vtl‘}“t'b'llﬂeﬂl‘a'lllﬂ degree of skill | milltary ml-c:ﬂtm
verigms e 1 n: arms. It ls an onterprise In which the boys thom
e m-nu:.pm. and it has, | ballove, axerclued & great lnflnence ;mm‘m“ry
:::.T:-ultlu'uu a manly bearing wod dignity. “:r-‘::wm;:l -
ambition might be further geatified by pﬂmtfl‘l‘ wtwal

o EEER HEALTI

ariable.
The health of bhe e:h"ldvmt In |.‘h: “;::‘I:. ::n‘n :::n m;l ::mn e
pesn during the last two enara .
iy A thn: d-:m two of whish mocurreld in mw::;::.: e
:h-o;tr:ﬁml’ 1804, Of the two !oru-r‘:‘;ill::nm‘nw:.d g
L . ai
= el “r." ;IL:‘: -;du third eanse Was 008 of spinal
the last sizteen moutls not :f
o thres moniionsd are the al:ly nu:“
mortality in the wm:umu.ml.- W‘:"" :'-::’uuw“.
markablo w
dition in which they are

enith Is,
titylng conditiun of b
While this vary gra ﬂd ;

dogres of Ia far above what fls ln private homes,
mmmﬂwmmmm
are &
Tegialntare 814,500 w
At the lai regulsr kg "‘hwu but & small per

what .“-a-mhlnummndd
mﬁ.m’;ﬂhmu—mu has been judiclonsly
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the purposes intended, and so far ss the i
» 4 he improvements
pleted the institution bas been radicully and permu::entll:: *';‘!n et
Lhul: far better equipped to serve its purpose. g
ive cottages upon the boys' side and one of i
the 4 tages
:).en enlurged from one to two story bulldings. 'l'h;; :‘::‘:“ h hp.o-“e
ty of these btuildings so that, at least, thirty-five children i
for in them with a greater degree of comfort than twent, -ﬂmy o
vided for In the old cottages. No one can apprecinte the el i e
more than the children and matrons who haveso | S
s oug cocupled the small
With the 81,500 to completo the st
: _ eam plant it
all lhe. eotinges and sehool building, and lfl’u: coal m'::‘:;:::"ﬂdﬁd rrers
purposes are um}rg]y dispensed with., The enlarging of som !nr ooy
ges aod the g of them all throughout, has inereased l.:o gt
-punedheaw fully 30 per cent. Notwithstanding this, |hnuhumun“ s
mﬂ n':nn :::. an Inereased cost of only about 3 per cent dnrln“l.:ns =
¥ e :: at Ilt was for the first year of the biennial purlodxl.:&.. i
mlh’ e nvenience and comfort to all. 1t was, however, g e
nr::no:r boiler capacity to its ulmost extent ity
.q'.{ undred dollars was approprinted for industrial build
p‘mnt. and this has been d d to enlarging the girls' i ing“d
glng rlat it
‘hu‘l.jldwmmt::eu;ltin part two years ago and completing it nocording to
3 now amply serves for carrying on u cooking mlfmﬂ

and d king sod tailori
deslgtiod. e , purposes for which it was
The appropristions made for furnish 1 A eotk

foraiture, library, snd re n .
- pair fund have been et
SN, T expended, 8o far us availal
a mgﬂ “w:pin and supplying necessary furnitore und ;:rehmm"
Ofthi‘ll;u:nhnbhlm for cement walk, one-half has been drawn and
P " tion of n new floor all nd
puh: on the bl:” side. The balance will be mu:}:m :::mhzm
presen - season in renewing the floors in correspondin e
""',n.":: of the grouods, S
. ._mmmmmmmmumurmmwn appro-
Iwhhdw mmﬂnnmnd and s pow in operation. It was copstructed
g wwmnl:;;-l,whhtheutdolmhwi‘wk. which
MM. Mmm i for their employment but enabled us to
‘been secured. Wthm“m sy i
st \ vo storage for 150 tons of ice besides coollng
mm-aam fund o:x‘ ey :maom rvive
m‘.&?l d_“.m pvirviart hl"_udu:dn service In pro-
) ons teeth and prum' them from e
5 ; bedth and presecve decay.
= hwwu:'h':h::‘;lﬂl wius impuired have received nih ft:n?t::
Bubias snosseatilly Ko Wit St e R v
e comfort. There is such constant need
stten mmhﬁmnmmmhmamm:

ensential to thelr future well:
‘permunent one. belng. that the fund ought to be madea
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The carriage and tool house, for which an appropriation of $:00
was granted, is now in proocess of comstruction. While it will not
be in sll respects sach us was desired, yoi by erceting it with our own
labor we shall with this snsll nmouot be able to provide such o building
as will answer the purposes.

There have boen many other minor improvements In the grading, sod-
ding, nnd tiling of the gronnds  The cottages also have nearly all been
repainted sod their windows sereoned, and this has been entirely done
with the help of onr boys, ns well as the complete eoveriog of the steam
18 it has boen tho nim, wo far B8

pipes. In maki such lmpr
possible, 10 utilize the labor of the chiliren in the Home, and they have
been employed wherever they could be to any adrantage

The electrio plant has been completed and furnishes o the Home &
most excellent means of lighting. 1t enablos us ulso to so far dispanss
with the use of oil lamps that we fool that the safoty of the ehildren and
wecurity of the buildings are much better provided for,

NEEGA OF THE WOME
| For schedule of needs of tha home, see trustdes’ report. |
FOR ADTITIONAL LAND, 80,0040,

In the Home with 500 children ihere is & large number of boys
capable of per(orming eonsiderable farm worl, and  had we the land
1o till it would not only afford an oocupation which would train the
boys for the very pursnit that most of them will follow, but it would
add iderably to the of the Howme and to the support of the
children it has to maintain, Fifty cowa, to turaish milk for the family we
have, would be none too many, snd oo product of the farm gonld be more
profitable where there are o many small children who would thrive bast
on thia kind of diet. But to Woep such n herd of cows, fifty or sixly neres
mndlnﬂhm.nﬂlwu hope it may e procured.

Foi ESLARGING COTTAGES, §11,000.

There are yet upon the girls’ side suven opa-story sottages of the origi-
pal size and pian, These coltages have proved very Inudequate for the
pumber that bsve to be cared for in them. There was & ren] neconsity for
thelr enlargement two years ago when sn appropriation was asked to make
thia improvoment in all the cottages. This necessity i still mors urgent
to-day on t of the d numt ofglrhthnthndwhmnﬂd
into them, there balng in some of these cottages thirty-three whero twenty:
four only could be provided for. The foll amount aniced for is noeded for
this purpose and the gronting of less wonld resnlt only in some of the
cottages remaining 88 they are.

FOR RTEAN NEATING IN

ENLAROKD COTTAOES, §700.
The t of these gea wounld maoke necessary an ineresse
s thye capacity of the stesw heating spparstus 0 ‘then, and $100 for esch
cottage, or $700 in sll, will ba required Lo malte this improvement.
FOR COTTAGK FURNITURE, 81,800,

doubling the nmonnt of roow by putting another story on thess
itional supply of furni {or thew,

Nearly
Mmﬂlddluﬁtm“
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but on sceount of the worn ont and dilapidated condition of the beds,
pm there is a forther necessity of
to properly equip them and make
ldren who have Lo ogcupy

earpets, and other furniture now in
asking for an appropristion of §1
them comfortable and eonvenient for the o

them
YOI GENENAL FYURNITUAK, §1,500

of furniture in cottages and other bulldings is con-
ity of regularly asking and
tures have recognized this faet,
le for this purpose. Fifteen
t, in my oplolon, is needed, nnd t
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hundred
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tlons have

s In the am & in

por eapita) when the fact that it ecovers
furnitare is taken into eonsideration.

small (belog only ab

bedding, eroc and

INT AND REPAIRS; $5,000.

The difienlty of oalenlsting nceurstely the needs of a private family,
for mny consldernble length of tl Is familiar to every person who
f This dif y is very much incrensed as a
family grows to number up into the bundreds, and henoe the necessity
and custom in all public institutions of providing a contingent fund,
Then, too, the oatural wear and decay about buildings and premises
In such as to create o casary nnd regolar item of exponse, Emergencies
t be met nnd repairs should be kept up in order to prevent wasteful
raotion of properiy. [ am sincere in the belief that 85,000 during the
nexl two years would be well invested, upon the property of the state in
the Home bere, in making necessary repairs und in providing for contingen-
cles Lthat are sure to arise,

has to provide

de

LImRARY, S1,000,

It s been customary for many years for the legislatore of the stute to
approprinte about S50 por yesr to our library. Amongst 550 persons in
the Home, most of whom are readers, this is p small allowance, It is quite
necessary that the children shall be supplied rogularly with some eurrent and
periodical litersture. After furnishing this but & small amount remains to
be devoted to the purchase of books, It s » fact that the money granted
for this purpose has been barely sufficient to rebind books that wera worth
it, nnd Lo repluce those that were worn out, As & consequence our library
does not inereans percaptibly, Twenty years ago, when the number of
children in the Home was nbout one-half what it is now, there existed s
library of 1,300 volumes, To-day thero nreonly 1,500, and with the amount
wsually appropristed 1t Is bupossible to wdd aoything to its growth. In
the teaining of the grest number of children we have to habits of reading
and stody, the value of a good library can not be overestimated, and T urge
upon the bonrd wad others in authority the necessity of more nmple means
to provide books for our library. 1 am sore $1,000 can be well used for this
purpose.

FOR CEMEST WALNS, 3800,

During the last two years severnl thousand feet of cement walk have
been put down upon the grounds to replace old, worn out wooden wall.
Thers is mush more that is rapldly golng to decay and will scon have to
be r d. The replacing of dun walls with cement 1 believe to be
good economy for the state, and [ regard 300 as the smonnt necessary to
mako these changes.

Lo
red
an

to
hin

we
for

ba
tis
red
tha
onn
r

ro-
in

me
tly

ibe
‘or
mt
ire
int




RS B
necessity
nt fond,
}Ifl‘lll L= ]
ryoncies
wanteful
iring the
» state in
mtingan-

e state to
ErRons in
L s quite
rrent snd
sunins Lo
¢ granted
ire worth
ir librury
umber of
existed n
e amount
wih. In
" rend Ing
nd 1 urge
e meann
d for this

alk have
en walle
o have to
ave 1o be
oNMATT L0

CHILDREN ON THE PLAY GROUNDS.
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BOYS' INDUSTRIAL BUILDING, §5,000,

Money has already been appropristed and expended In the construetion
af LY g|rl.|‘ industrinl bailding. Iv this are a tallor ahop, a dressmaking
, and hei hool; and here the girls are taught in these
indn-l.riu. cud it amply serves its purpose. It is conceded by the author-
ities nnd by people who vislt the Home to afford the jirls thelr most valu-
able tralning here, in many respects The only place in which the boys
have any facilities for receiving any mechnnical instruction s in the base-
ment of this building, in very eramped quarters. There are 100 more boys
in the Home thau girls, and their need for a commodious bullding in which
to receive their industrial training is more than correspondingly greater.
While we are dolng the best we ean for them in the narrow quarters in
which they sre located, yet I feal thut we are not accomplishing for our boys
what ought to be donme. They need n separate building where they will
have sufficient room to earry on several ocoupations. Under such cirewm-
stances they would be prompied to better and more willing efforts and
secomplish much better resulte. 1 regard this as one of our great neods.

FOR ERECTING A OIAPEL, $6,250,

One year ngo the Home came into p jon of & b t
$3,750, made to it by the will of Baxter Whiting, of Onaws. It is dulrul
to use this fund to construct a bullding that will suswer l.h. purpose nft m
amusement hall, chapel, and By 1 and furni
room, which is much needed. The bLequest is not, of course, mum to
complete such a building, and an appropristion of §9,250 is urged for this

purpose.

Our present and only place for g 1 y of the children is in
their dining hall around the tables, sot for the next meal, Some place
where the children can come together for their entertalnments, and for
mdtnlizlumndmul Instruction as Is given them, should certainly be
provided. If a church or chapel is n good thing for any class of people, it is
maost surely for the children in the Home. If any good s to be derived
from such training, the hope of it lies almost entirely in the youth of the
land, and certainly we have & class of childron here that are in no less
need of it than elsewhere. I regard o building of this kind s one of our

most urgent needs and | entertain the hope that it will be so appreciated
by all interested in the welfare of the shildron here.

CHAPLAINCY ruNT, $500,

mmmmmmmqlmmm«m
Institutions of the state have their chapels and ¥ pro-
vided for. ﬁmiﬁddwﬂhmlumfw&-omtmdln
these institutions, it seams to me doubly o for the children in the Home
mmummummnmmmummmm
nclined to good influences. A religlous service s held regularly every
mhwrewm.mmmmmmmhm
i promptly to calls that have been made upon them for
snce. They have rendered this service cheerfully and withont
compensation. These exercises are esteemed of such value that they are
expected and required of us, and they ought to be so appreciated that
2
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they might be paid for. Ministers, as well ns other laborers, are worthy ‘
of their hire, and the state should not expect from them any more than
from others, & gratuvitous service.

FOR SEWERAGEH, 80

At the present time the sewnge from the Home is discharged into Duck
eresk immediately back of the institation. Along this creek for a stretch
of five or six miles are & great number of dairy farms from which milk is
furn’shisd to the eity. The eity board of health hus protested agninst the |
fmpure quality of such milk, snd the dairymen in turn have filed strong »
objections to the pollution of the water in the creek by the sewage dis-

chnrged into it from M hospital amid this Home. In consequence the
Home hiss been directed discontinue the use of the ereek for this pur-
pose, but not until a lapse of ten monthas from July 1, 1887, in order that
thers might be ample time to complete some other plan for the discharge
of onr sewnge. 1t is an absolute necessity, therefors, that means be pro-
vided ta take care of the sewnge of thie Homo. The most feasible plan
that appears at present is to earry o ling of sewer down the railroad track
and discharge ioto the Mississippi river, The distance is something over
a mile, and while the cost of eonstruction i¥ pot now nceurately deter
mined, | am of the opinion that the amonnt named will be needed.

FOuI XKW ROILERS, §2,000,

Our means for making stesm for hesting consists of three forty-inch
bollers twelve foet long, They have beim io nse maoy years, and besides
being much worn they are not of suffielent capacity, Sinee extendlng our
stenm plant to include nll the buildings, every boiler is taxed to its ntmost
capacity to furnish the stenm necessary. [n every plant of this kind, upon
whioch so many helpless onss are depend for their comfort und safety,
thore ought slways to be one boller 11y reserve to provide for any emer-
gency. As it Is now, with every boiler in use during eold weather, in case of
| aceldent to any one of them we wonld he seriously erippled, und there ure
times when nope of them enn be dispenned with for the purpose of giving
them the necessury cleaning, For the \welfare of the children and to pro-
| vide ngnlust possible daoger aod sufilering, the old boilers should be
| | roplaced with new ones of greater capaity.

i | YOR WATER TANK, §1,500,

While & tank is not an absolute neceisity, it I8 s wise precaution against
great steain and wear upon the plumblng and the water service genorally,
nnd prevents & cansiderable waste of water joned by undue p
upon bibs and valves. Then, too, in case of aceldent or breaks in water
pipes, as oceasionally hnppens, the water supply ls not eat off. [ belleve
the smount required for the erection ofa tank n good Investment.

FOR RAILEOAD (yeum, 81,800,

At present all the coal consumed in lie Home is takien from ears shunted
on to the side tenck at Oakton, a point nearly hall » mile away. From
elghty to one hundred ears are used lly, and the p mode of
bringing the coal into our bins necessitates the hanling of it twice. There
are times, too, when the roads are in such condition that it is impossible
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The number dismissed from the Home each year has been 34 per cent.

of the average sitendance, so that the average length of time that
children remain in the home is s trifle over four years
AGES OF OHILDREN IN THE HOME, JULY 1, 150

Number of children 2 yoars of ags........
Number of children 3 pears of ago...
Number of childrea { yoars of sge
Number of children & years of age...
Number of children § yours of age
Number of children 7 yoars of age
Number of childron 8 years of agoe
Nuomber of children 8 yours of age ...
Number of chilldren 10 yours of age ...,
Number of chilldren 11 yoars of age . ...
Mumber of children 12 years of age ..
Number of chiidren 13 year of age . .
Numbor of children 14 yoars of age. ..
Number of ahlldron 15 years of age. ..
Nombar of children 18 yaars Of ago.....

Avearage age - um
The above tahle shows the number of ehildren in the Home of different
wges from 2 to 16 years of age.  This Is computed at the close of the bien-
nial period and will not vary much for the two years. The sverage of all
the children st this date is 10.08 years
MEMISED DURING THE PERIOD.

EEat.

Si.aannnu

Number of children dinml 154
Number af children dismissed 4
Number of children who died 3

=

TORRL ¢ o is 0044 00 bbb bt o e oy A EESSE oL b FL RS SRl 8 Seaatma s
It will be seen that only 10 per cent of the children are Iﬂpl in the
Home until they reach the limit, and this is unavoldably a larger matio
than it would be, from the fact that & idernble ‘ber of our child
are admitted barely a year before 14 is pecessary 1o dismiss them on
account of thelr age,
Of the 232 dismissed not a single child bas been sent out who was not pro-

vided with & home. While many of Ihuc lw“ have been amongst stran-

gers fully sel d by the instl & large bor of them
are in homes proenred with thelr frlends, where, all other things being
equal, It is better they should be located. Unfortunately, however, children
ure frequently released to friends or relstives who have a claim upon them
which they ought not to possesa for the reason they are unfil or unpre-
pared properly to care for them when they get them. ln such cases
the purposes of the Home and the good of the children would be much
botter served If the board of control were empowered with legal nuthority
to place such children In howes they might seloet, and it is hoped that
legialation may soon be enacted granting such suthority.

chlidren.
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MILITARY COMPANY OF BOYS FROM 10 TO 14 YEARS OF AGE.
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REPRESENTATION BY COUNTIES.

I

b
E

5

2
=

fat!




' 28

i sufficient to t & definit lusion, they are of a charncter to create
| n suspicion that some of the counties of the state nre taking advantage of
| the law that permits them to send disorderly and vagrant children, even as
i young ss 7 yesrs, to the reform sechools, and thus secure their support
1l and eontrol st stule expense, It is not upon this ground, however, if the
| practlee exists, that it can be most severely eriticized. The sending of
children under 12 yenrs of age, innocent of crime and almost incapable

| of it, and only because they are poor and homeless, snd henoe vagrant, to
be trained and brought op in a semi-pennl institotion with those who are

gullty of eriminal nets, casts upon their lives a shidow of guilt that they

never can cutlive, snd n tuint of crime ever attaches to them entirely

nndeserved. It ls an injustice to innocent youth of which the state ought

| to be free.
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT,

Number of childron preseat Juno ¥, 188..........- . a0

Admitted during thirtennth hiennial period, 18s0-p.
Admitted durisg fourtosoth blennlal pariod, 1561-3
Admitted during ffteenth blennlal period, 1855

duriog b poriod, 15087

Triwcatsaed during th 4
I d during I
0 4 durlug period, 1560-5
duriog b | period, 18037
Total ...

1red during I.Mn-thw !Nlﬂll-l-ll nIﬁuﬂ M‘N

Thad during fourteontil blennlel perlod, 1860 B
Diisel Guring Aftoenth bisnninl poriod, 98-, ., 1%
THod hﬂn‘ slztwenth binnnlul poriod, HB-7....... L]

Innnull mnnn.eu Inﬂq mm Fours
“Numbor present June 30, 159

i
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1897 SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

PRODUOE RAISED ON FARM. SEASON OF 185,

ANTICLES AAIKED.
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FRODUCE RAISED ON FARM, EEABON OF 15M.

ANTIDLES RAIRED,
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CLABSIFIED EXPENDITURE FOR BIENNIAL PERIOD.
ALY 1, 1508, TO JULY 1, 1597,

For remodellng cottages ... -
For lndustrial bulldiog and
For completing steam plant....
For pompleting sloctric lght pl
For bath tubs and plumbing for sam:
For cement wal

For breadstoffs. ...
! For trolt and vege
| For caffseand ten. ...

For rent of land, plants sod sesds
Forlund purchased. ... ..ovvriviiieens
_For lights and ofl :
IO TOB 1/ ihas o eniniinn i santansvsapraassse
For sals wagen
sahool

sarll |

sianis

[2E
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7T
Am fund (cash

L nnd d sold during 1 parfod. .
Income from cablnet shop during blennial period .
Income from shoe shop during blonnial perfod........

Total FOOPAE, /i iouslass st hestresiosibams vishond, thy

ng cottages fand..
Elnctrie light plant fusd. ...
Completing stoam plant fund.
Toe house toed ......oooveee e
Bath tubs and plumblog fund
Coment walks fund ...,
Industrinl bulldlog fuad.
Library fand.... ..oooiiein
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1 lanodress.......
1 lanndress..
1 shop foreman
1 oArpenter....

2 enginoors (M), . 2.0
1 bukar,..... Lz
1 shoemaler pcagid
1 tarmer . s
1 teamater 20,00
1 watchman .00
Sgeneral ansistants (25

Avernge salary, #5507 par month,

o closing this report, it Is gratifylog to me to call your sttentlon to
the improved, contented, and happy state of feeling which prevails among
the ehildren o the Home, | desire also to acknowledge the uniform conrtesy
that has been extended to me by the subordinste officers and employes,
nnd the g spirit of P ion with whicle I feel that my efforts
have been sustained in directing the affairs of the institution.

The existence of this same spirit between all employes Is essential to
the higl of soy fostitution work, and 1 am plessed to note o
growing tendency towards this desired kind of feeling.

1 wish to express my most siocere thanks to the board for the manner
it which I have been assisted by their efforts in earrying on the work of
the Home, Nothing has, to wmy kaowledge, arisen during the two years
to disturb in the lonst the barmony and good fesling that has existed, or to
occasion any confliet of suthority, ‘This, indeed, hus been very gratifying
ta me, as, I am sure, it has been to all concerned in the welfare of the
Home, and has tended not anly to lighten the burdens of those who admin.
ister its aflairs, but contributed very materially to the ful work
that has been wooomplished.

~ Entertaining the hope that the same good will that has characterized
our worl together during the past two years may still eontinue, and that
T miay b all times prave myself worthy of your confidence and support, and
with the further hope that God's blessing may be upon us in the future in
no less degree than in the past, this report is most wm;;uwm
M, T. Gass,

1807.] PHYSICIAN'S REPORT. o7

PHYSICIAN'S REPORT.

To the Trustees of the Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home and Home for Iodigest Chil-

1 herewith respectfully submit my report for the two years ending
June 80, 1807, .

Theers has been no serious epldemic in the Home during this poriod, and

Ithongh the & ber of - ehildren present hos excecded previcus

avernges by nearly cighty there have been but few very sorlous cases of
slekness,

There have beon 304 cases In the hospital, nod 314 were preseribed for
or treated in the dispensary and In the cottages, with but three deaths,
ane from tuberculosls, one from rheumatic endocarditis, and ono from
menlngitls,

Two of these children who died were ill when admitted to the Home
and were in the hospital nlmost tantly from the date of their admit-
tance, and while the Home lins done much in caring for these incurabies 1t
does not seom right that such cases, nnd more particularly tubsrenlous
ehildren, should b admitted,

There have been nine enses of diphitheris and oue of diphtheritio eroup,
all of which were t d with antitoxin and all d

There have boen five cases of Luberculosle, one belng fatal and the
others discharged improved.

_ Thets ware twenty-one cases of 'la grippe,” with three cuses of poen-
monis us & consequence, all of which recoversd, During the fall of 1505
forty children beenme infected with acalp rivgworm, nearly all of whom
had suffered with the same disease in the your previous. This diseass, with
but one exception, was confined to the boys, and in the exceptionsl sase
the girl bad ringworm when sdmitted to the home. Our fight with this
disease, which has been 50 troublesome In many asylums, is a matter of
considerable sclentifio interest an well us of great satisfaction 1o ourselves,

It will be necessary at no distant duy either to connect the entirs
institution with the ety sewer system or 1o establish n sarface Sitration
plant or o creamatory. At p the Inundry, hospital, snd main build-
ing discharge their sewage into Duck ercelc: and this pollation of & running

along which our own cows as well as the herds of several large

are pastured, and which stream empties Into the

river but a few mm“uquwhm the city of Davenport obtains

e

water supply, has oc jections and p on
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I would therefore ndvise your honorable body to take immediate steps
to sequre some other means of disposing of the institution sewage.

In conclusion permit me to ack ledge my obligati to S !
tendent and Mrs. Gass for their invaluable mlnuneo atall times and in all
cases, and for their uniform kindness and courtesy under all ecircum-
stances, and also to Miss Armstrong for the snceessful management of the
hospital and for her untiring devotion to the duties of her position.

Very respectfully,

W, L. ALLEN,
Physician to the Home.
Davenport, Juno 30, 1807,

HOSPITAL REPORT FOR THE TWO YEARS ENDING JUNE 30, 1507

MEDICAL CARES.

WO,
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TREASURER'S REPORT.

To the Board of Trustees of the lowa Soldiers' Orphans' Home and Home
for Indigent Children:
ll amrd.lnu with law [ herewith submit my bionnial report of the

and d ts of the Home from July 1, 1805, to June 20, 1807,
inclusive:
I, G. Browns, treaaurer, (n aceoun! with e Soldiers’ Orphans' Home, ! -
SOPPORT FUND.
RN,

July 1, 185, to balance last report ..
To warrants from audltor of state on arphian
To warrants from auditor of state on acconnt of county children .
To wmaount from sals of live stock and sundry receolpts

CREDIT,

By warrants for supplies ...,
By balance ..

B L T PP RR RO R (| T
CONTINGENT AND REPAIR FUND,
DENET
To warrants from nudltor OF SEate ..., ciereiiiins ot oniesneen B 3,580 50
T.
BY WAITROAS ...ovvavnin iiiinnn) Wu e A AN s Be B RAS S assean TR 3.558.50
LIBRARY FUND.
DT,
To warrants from auditor Of ST, .. ..o ovanes « peenss vers B DORID
oneprr. '
By WATPABAE il il SN A e R s S S T SRR w010
GENERAL FURNITURE FUND.
y BERLT.

To Trom ANAILOT OL BERLE. .4 & (hosiseisiinsabinisnonnssansssni e B EENOR
- By wan . 500
OOMPLETING STEAM HEATING FUND.

DENIT,

a8t report. o, A
hmmmum, .................... v BT
i’ anEpr.

BY WAITRUR. . ovvoerssrines cinamnnemasessesamnessnssss s s i seevensraer B STIOEL
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WATER RATE FUND,
DEDIT.

To balnnce last repart .
To warrants trom auditor of nl.un

Total .
By warrants. ..
By balnsce..
Tatal .....

REMODELING COTTAGE FUND.
DEWIT.
To warrants from auditor of state............. i

URRDIT,

By warrants..... R R | 1 i

REMODELING COTTAGE FURNITURE FUND,
LERIT,

To warrants from nudibor of MALE........vueieieseecssiiiis wesssnisnnaanaies B THOLO0

BFRRVERMEE 1o i ssnsianyvvnsivn vns ; T

INDUSTRIAL BUILDING FUND,
DENT,

To balance last report I 1,100 60
Towarrants

from nuditor of state............ AP S . m

L PO e R O T )
m.

COMPLETING ELECTRIC LIGHT FUND.
To warrania trom naditor of state
By

ADDITIONAL LAND FUND,

IDIBDIJ“ mn,

1807.) TREASURER'S REPORT. a1
BATH TUB AND PLUMBING FUND OF 182
DEMT.

To warrants from auditor of siate,

BY WRETRBIE. \poeanaiiann svaisnanes

AMUBEMENT FUND,
DENIT.
O OOORLIONE ...+ rrnrmmepnannrssssassnrnn nmssnabasiiannans sbrisensssonssnassaasiirsell | SOM

BAXTER WHITING BEQUEST FUND.
DEmIT.

By warrants ..
By balance..

B —.

Support...
Wlﬂf 0 PR

e e

UNDRAWN APPROPRIATIONE.

Contingent and ropate fand.. ..o,
Furnitare fund......
Library

P. 8. Banom,
Notary Pablic.






