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GOVERNOR OF IOWA,

ol and Spirit Lakes, massacred by the Sioux Indlans in 1857,




' o Barce \ Hon. Frank D. Jackson, Governor of Iowa:
"Stm—By direction of the Commissioners muﬁn
Governor, in charge of the erection of the Monument af Lake s
Okoboji to the memory of the massacred sottlers, I have the =
honor herewith 1o transmit you their final report. ;
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, |
CHARLES ALDRICH, ,
mwvwm ;
ﬁmxmu. OcToBER 18, 1995, of
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6 REPORT OF THE

As soon a8 practicable after receiving our commissions we met at the
Duneombe House in Fort Dodge, and afterwards at the residence (Gardner
cabin) of Mrs Abbje Gardner-Sharp, near Lake Okoboji, where the mas-
scre was commenced on the Sth day of March, 1857, An organization was
effected by appointing Cyrus C. Carpenter, chairman, Mrs. Abble Gardner-
Sharp, secretary, Charles Aldrich, assistant secretary, and John F.

Duncombe, attornéy, The first action of the alter organizl
was to declde upon the location, which was fixed on the lot south of that
owned by Mrs. Sharp—provided it eould be secured without expense to the
&tate, This lot, 100x180 feet, was owned by the Okoboji South Beach
company, who promptly conveyed it as a free gift to the Siste of [ows for
this purpose. An advertisement was then prepared and published in sev-
orul nowspapors asking lor plans and bids for the erection of the proposed
tha commissi reserving to themselves the right to sccept
any plan or bid or reject all that might be made. The meeting for the
examinstion of the plans and bids took place at the Gardoer cabin on ihl
20th dey of June, 1884. Upon & full and careful ination of the al
propesitions, many of which possessed high merit, it was decided to accept
that of P, N. Peterson, doing business under the name of the P, N,
Peterson Granite company, of 5t. Paul, Minn. Thia contemplated s shaft
58 fees high above the foundation, in alternate blocks of rongh and polished
Minnesots granite, with a die of 6x6 leet, upon which should be placed four
brouze tablets—for the sum of #4,500. The lnauiptlnu placed upon the
tablets may be described as follows: On the sast, m list of murdered
settlors; ou the west, & complete roster of the relief
by Major William Williams; on the sowth, bistorical memorands relating
o the luss of Capt. J, €. Johnson and Private W. E. Burkholder, the list of
setilors who escaped from Springlield (now Juckson), Minn , eto.; and on the
north, the cost of arms of lowa,.with these words: “Erected by order of

the 26th General Assembly of the State of lowa."'

While the time for the complotion of the entire work ae suipulated in
themmﬂxwdtwtlw 4th of July, 1546, iy was completed and ready for
» ' in Murch préceding that date. A meeting was thersfore held
=m!l\hmuummgmmdaon ‘the 14th day of Mareh, 184, at which the
euretully examined and formally pted by the ission, the
the cost of I1a orection approved, and the soditor of
¢ his worrant upon the state treasury for the pay-
 connection it is but just to state that, in the judg-
¢ r. Peterson carried out every stipulation of his
state & work which In its beauty of design,
‘the honesty with which it wus built, is
. 'This is also the vnanimous judgment of

) -uudgmdihadwdm
y including

ind »nummmam
in one brosd grave on the east

MONUMENT COMMISSIONERS. i

The following is a recapitulation of the exp inourred and paid in
this undertaking:
J. & R. Lamb, for tablot designs and drawings, . oooemosmsmmees
The contract price pald to P. N. Peterson....
Expenses allowoed to 0. 0. Oarpenter....
Expunses allowed to John F. Doncomls,
Expannes allowed to B. A. Bmith........
Expenses sllowed to Mrs, Abble Gardne
Expensos nllowed to Charles Aldrich...

Total .oviciianitidiiaise

Amount of ;wmnn
Balance unexpanded........

In coneluding their dities the commission mpoelinlly beg whmmmnn-
that provision should be made by the legislature for providing the el
ment lot with a permancat fence, Regulations should also bo made for
appointment of & custodinn and the cars of the grounds.

‘bmitted.
Bl S ity bl iz,

To Hox. FRANK D. JAUKSON,
GOVERNOR OF 1lOWA,
DEs MOINES.





